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O F 

St. JOHN of Jerusalem 

Called afterwards 

The Knights of Rhodes, 

r 

And at this time 

The KNIGHTS of MALTA. 


BOOK IX. 


W HIL S T the happy Solyman was triumphing inihe calamity Vi lubes 
of t he knight * of Rh o d — , -nd that prince, who never de L’Isle 
valued the lofs of his foldiers, was rejoicing for a conqueft Adam. 
that contributed fo much to the glory of his arms, the grand 
mafter, before he failed out of the port of Rhodes, purfuant to the treaty 
which he had juft made with the fultan, difpatched fome brigantines, fe- 
luccas and tranfports to the commander d'Airafque, governor of the 
caftle of St. Peter, and to Perrin du Pont, bailiff of Lango, with orders 
to abandon the feveral places where they commanded, and make an imme- 
diate imbarkation of all the knights that were in thfir governments, and of 
all fuch of the inhabitants fubjeft to the order as fhould be willing to follow 
them, and to repair with all poffible expedition to the ifle of Candia $ 
where he propofed to ftop for fome time to wait their coming up, and 
receive prince Amurath, fon to Zizim, if he fliould be able to make his 
efcape, withfuch inhabitants of the ifle of Rhodes, as could not, by reafon 
of his precipitate departure, embark at the fame time with him. That prince 
after this fet fail, attended by all his knights, and followed by a great number 
of Rhodian families. His fleet made up fifty fail, confuting of gallies, 
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galliots, brigantines, and feluccas of different bulk : He himfelf went on 
board the great carrack, taking with him the principal commanders, and 
particularly thofe knights who were lick and wounded ; and it may be 
faid that this great veflel, by carrying them, carry ’d the whole fortune of 
the order. 

It would be difficult to draw in prOpOf colours the affildion of the inha- 
bitants of the ifle of Rhodes, when they faw thensfelves forced to abandon 
their eftates, their houfes, and their country. As long as this little fleet 
kept within a fufficient diftance, they had all of them their eyes fixed upon 
the ifland, but as foon as they loft fight of it, their grief burft out in cries 
and tears ; which however was but the beginning of their forrows. 

After fome days failing, they were furprized by a violent ftorm which 
difperfed this little fleet among the iflands of the Archipelago : The gallics 
efpecially were in great diftrefs for want of a fufficient number of (laves and 
rowers. Solyman had before the grand mailer's departure taken from thence 
all the (laves who were either hisfubjetts or of his religion : And the chriftians 
who had voluntarily fupplied their places, being very unequal to that em- 
ployment, were rather an incumbrance to the fervice than of any advan- 
tage to it. Several (hips loft their mafts by the violence of the ftorm, and 
others that were overladen foundered. The poor Rhodians, to guard a- 
gainft fuch like accidents, threw their bales and effects overboard j at laft, 
after ftruggling againft the fury of the ftorm for three days and nights toge- 
ther, the wind fell, the waves fubfided, hope began to revive in their 
hearts, and the (hips that were fcatter’d, arrived one after another in dif- 
ferent ports or bays of the ifland of Candia. 

The grand matter, who was on board the great carrack, flopped in fight, 
and came to an anchor in the road of the town of Setia } others put at firft 
into the port of Spina Longa. As there were not any two veflcls of the 
fleet that kept together, they arrived one after another $ they owed indeed 
their prefervation to this di^erfion, and if they had not been feparated by 
the violence of the winds, they would infallibly have fallen foul upon 
one another, and the -bulging of a (hip would have been as fatal as the ftrl- 
king againft a rock. 

All the little veflels, from the fevcral places where they had put in for (hel- 
ter, came up at laft and joined the grand matter. There arrived too about 
the fame time the commander d’Airafque, the bailiff of Lango, all the 
knights under their command, and the greateft part of the inhabitants of 
the iflands and fortrefles of the order, who chofe to follow the fortune of 
their fovereigns, rather than flay behind under the government of the 
Turks. When all this multitude was landed, the grand matter made a gene- 
ral review, and the total amount of all, including men, women and children, 
came to near five thoufand. But having fo lately undergone the fatigue of 
a terrible ftorm, they were moft of them fick, faint and low-fpirited. j 
all of them were unprovided either of provifions or means of fubfiftcnce ; 
and fome whofe baggage had been thrown over-board, were left half na- 
ked, and utterly deftitute of linnen. 

The grand matter who had fupported the lofs of his dominions with (o 
much refolution, could not refrain from tears, at the fight of fo forlorn a 
people: He was at the expencc of procuring from the neighbouring towns 
provifions, fluffs, and even linnen, to new cloath fuch as wanted 'em. And at 
the fame time enforcing thefe real and fubftantial fupplies, with difeour- 
fes full of a fpirit of charity, he afiured them that the order would always 
give them a (hare in their pofleflions and eftates, to which, he told them, 
the poor had always the firft claim. The people in the fulncls of their 
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heart made no other reply to fuch tender and moving fentiments, than by 
offering up th^ir vows for the long continuance of fo beneficent a life : 
Every one ran to kifs his hand 5 they all called him their father, and a 
name fo dear to generous fouls, gave this great man a more fenfible plca- 
fure, than the title of lord’and prince that was due to 1 is dignity. 

He was no fooner landed near Setia, but he fent advice of it to the go- 
vernor and regency of the ifland * the governor immediately difpatched the 
noble Pauli Juftiniani, to offer him all manner of fuccours that he might 
ftand in need of, and invite him to come with all his people to the capi- 
tal city, where they would find great plenty of provifions. The grand 
matter, though no way pleafed with thefe Republicans, made no fcruplc 
to go thither. The governor, attended by the noble Dominico Trevifano, 
general of the gallies of the Republick, the magiflrates and principal per- 
fons of the ifland, came to receive him at his landing ; they faluted him 
with great demonftrations of their concern at the lofs of Rhodes, but fo 
very unfeafonably, that the grand matter in a private converfation which he 
. had afterwards with the general of the gallies, could not forbear reflecting on 
the timorous policy of the fenate, who, tho’ they had above fixty gallies 
in the port of Candia, had yet flood ftill as mere lookers on, whilft 
Rhodes was falling into the hands of the infidels, without vouchfafing to 
throw the leaft fuccour into the place. 

The Venetian general could make no other reply to complaints that 
were fo well founded, but by receiving them with a filence full of confufion j 
and to wave all explications onfo difagreeable a fubjed, he invited him to flay 
in the ifland, till the winter and the feverityof thefeafon fhouldbc over. 
But the grand mafier, full of the highefl refentment at the infenfibility which 
the Venetians had fhew'd in (landing as bare fpedators whilft Rhodes was 
loft, told him, that as foon as he could refit his fhips, which had fuffer’d 
in the ftorm, he fhould continue his courfe ; and that his defjgn # was to go 
immediately into Italy, to confult with the pope about a place where it 
would be proper to fix the great convent, and fettle the rcfidencc of the 
order. 

Whilst he was labouring with the utmoft application tp repair his 
fhips, Leonard Baleftrin, the Latin metropolitan of Rhodes, arrived in 
Candia with his clergy, and feveral of the inhabitants. Solyman had obli- 
ged them to leave the place, under pretence that they were neither Rho- 
dians nor Greeks, an d that he would not fuffei any Latins within his do- 
minions. The grand mafter^’who had the highefl efteem for the virtue 
of that prelate, received him very courteoufly, afligned him a penfion upon 
the treafury of the order, and the archbifhop afterwards taking the habit of the 
order, he named him prior of the church, which was at that time the firft ec- 
clcfiaftical dignity of the order, and indeed the very next poft after the grand 
mafter $ and which, therefore, had a right of fitting in the council annexed to it. 

Among the various events that happen’d after the grand mailer's depar- 
ture, the archbifhop told him, that the grand feignior had given fuch 
Arid orders to fearch for the fon of Zizim, that the unfortunate prince was 
ioon difeovered, and brought before Solyman with his four children, two 
• boys, and as many girls s that the fultan, whofe intcreft urg'd him in the 
ftrongeft manner to deftroy this family, and who yet carefully avoided the 
charader of a cruel prince, in order to have a plaufiblc pretence to get rid 
•of him, asked him, as if he had known nothing of the matter, what re- 
ligion he was of ; that the prince anfwered him with great intrepidity, 
that he and his children were Chriftians $ that Solyman, under pretence of 
punifhing him for a pretended apoftacy, had order’d him to be flrangled 
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Viziers w ith his two fons, and had caufed them to be executed at the head of his 

Adam^ SLI arm y» in order to prevent any future malecontents or impoftor from ma- 

\Jsyr\j king ufe of their name, and railing an infurredion ; and that after this 
cruel execution, the fultan had fent the two young princelfes to Conftan- 
tinople, tobefhut up in the old feraglio. 

The (hips of the order being refitted, the grand mailer fet fail about the 
beginning of March ; and difpatched at the fame time a light brigantine to 
carry the feveral ambalfadors which he fent to the pope, and to moll of the 
princes of Chriftendom, to acquaint them with the lofs of Rhodes, and 
complain of their having fo univerfally abandoned him. This complaint 
was ftill more jullly levelled againft the pope than the other chrillian poten- 
tates : But that pontiff was entirely taken up with the affairs and intereft of 
the emperor, and managed them with as much application as if he had Hill 
been that prince’s minifter. T would be impoflible to relate all the refie&ions 
with which the world arraigned his conduft on thisoccafion 5 they publickly 
exclaimed againft the little zeal he had Ihewn for the relief of Rhodes : And 
the very day that the city was furrendered to Solyman, part of the archi- 
trave of that pope’s chappel falling down the very moment that he was 
going into it, and that piece of marble dafhing out the brains of one of his 
guards that went before him, the people, who are very ready to interpret 
the intentions of heaven, did not fail upon this accident to look upon it 
as a judgment for his remifthefs, and a plain indication of the wrath of 
Cod. 

The grand mailer was very fenfible of the great weight and influence 
that this pontiff’s recommendation, and efpecially his example, would 
have had for the faving of Rhodes ; but as he faw plainly that he fhould 
have occafion for the pope’s authority to fupport his own, he ordered his 
embaffador to explain himfelf in modeft terms upon the want of fuch mi- 
litary fuccours, in order to engage him the more readily to grant him one 
of another nature, which was no lefs ncceffary for him in the prefent 
jun&ure. This prince in lofing Rhodes, had thereby loft, not only a pow- 
erful and fovercign dominion, but likewife the fixed and independent rc- 
fidence of the order, the great convent of it, the center and bond as it 
were, which united fo confiderable a number of knights of different na- 
tions in the fame place, and in an immediate fubje&ion to his authority. 
The fear of a general difperfion gave him a fecret anxiety s he was not 
without apprehenfions left upon his arrival in Italy, moft of the knights 
finding themfelves without any fixed and fettled convent, fhould retire in- 
to their own countries j he was in the dark even as to a place where he 
might fettle with his council and the body of people that follow'd his fortune $ 
and what made his uneafinefs ftill greater, was the want he flood in of a 
port for thccxercife ofhisprofeflion, and for the fending out his veffelsto 
cruife. He was afraid he fhould fcarce find any Chriftian prince who would 
give him a place or port within his territories in abfolute property and domi- 
nion : And fuppofing there fhould be found one generous enough to afford 
him a place of refuge, he was ftill asuneafy for fear he fhould afterwards pre- 
tend to difpofe of the forces of the order for his private intcrefts > or if 
the order wanted a retreat, and was left without that common band of 
concord, that the knights fhould difpcrfe, and retire into their feveral 
countries : Which would exceedingly weaken the difeipline of the order, 
and end at laft in its deftru&ion and ruin. Full of thefe melancholy confi- 
derations, he wrote about it to the pope, and order'd his embaffador to get 
a bull from him directed to all the knights of the order, enjoining them 
under pain of excommunication, and being degraded of their knighthood, 
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to fubmit to the orders of the grand matter and the council, in what place Villiehs 
foever he (hould think proper to fix his own rclidcnce, and that of the®* L ’ Isr -* 
council. 

The embattador upon his arrival at Rome gave the pope an account of 
all that had patted in the defence of Rhodes : And purfuant to hisinftrudions 
reprefented to him the melancholy fituation of the order> and the juft ap- 
prehenfions which the grand matter had of a difperfion, which would be 
(till of more fatal confequcncc than even the lofs of Rhodes. The pope 
complied with the grand matter’s requeft, and in order to retain all the 
knights under his obedience, granted him a bull, wherein, after extolling 
with jutt elogiums the zeal and valour which the knights had (hewn againft 
the infidels, he commanded them in virtue of their holy obedience to continue 
in a body under the grand matter's authority, and threatned fuch as (hould 
prove refractory with all the cenfures of the church. The bull being iflii'd 
out, the embattador fent it to the prior of Medina, to deliver it to the 
grand matter, who purfuant to his fcheme was to arrive foon In the port of 
that city. 

He had indeed fet fail from the port of Candia i but he had jpeen only a 
few days at fea, when contrary winds obliged him to put in at Fraski, 
another port in the fame ifland : From thence he went to that of Ccrigo, 
formerly called Cytherea, and confecrated to Venus, which is not above 
five miles from the main land of the Morca. The wind appearing favourable, 
the two carracks and the large (hips failed before by his orders under the 
conduct of Aufton, commander of the language of England, kept out to 
fea, and arrived happily in the port of Medina. But the grand matter, re* 
folv’d not. to quit the people of Rhodes, who were matt of them fick, fet 
out a longtime afterwards, went on board a galley, and with a galliot, 
the brigantines, feluccas, and fmaller veflels, with all that crowd of peo- 
ple on board, coafted it, as being lefs dangerous, along the fhore with 
extreme difficulties, entered the Adriatick gulf, and arrived at laft at the 
port of Gallipoli, a town of the kingdom of Naples, in the gulph of O- 
tranto. 

The great number of fick that were On board the fleet, obliged him to 
flop for fome time at this place. Whilft he was taken up with providing for 
their relief, the knights, who were gone before him in the great (hips of 
the order, arrived at Medina, where they found a great number of 
knights of different nations, who had rendezvoufed there with the fuc- 
cours which v they were irrhopas-of carryiag-to Rhodes. All thefe knights 
were under great uneaflnefs upon their receiving no manner of news of the 
grand matter : Some were afraid that the gallics and fmall veflels were 
loft in the ftormy weather that had happened, and the badfeafon in which 
they put to fea s others were apprehenfive that the corfairs of Barbary 
which roved over thofe fcas, might have had advice of the grand matter’s 
departure, and the riches that he carried with him, and might haVe joined 
together to attack him } and that that little fleet, which was but ill provi- 
ded, might have fallen into the hands of thofe Barbarians. Their appre- 
henftons were the better grounded, in that Solyman having obliged the 
grand matter before his departure to relcafe all the (laves that were either 
born his fubje&s or profefled his religion, there was not a galley that had 
half the crew neceflary to row it. Twas indeed this want of men, as 
much as the feverity of the feafon, which had occafioned the grand mas- 
ter’s wandering fo long in thofe feas ; in fine, he came about the beginning 
of May with his little fleet into the portof Meffina. Inftead of the ufual 
flag of the order, he hoifted on the top of the matt of the veflel that he 
Vol. II. C was 
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VitMia* was on board of, a ftandard or fort of banner, on which was reprefented 
sb L’Islb the image of the bleffcd virgin, holding her dead fon in her arms, with 
, this motto. In the extremity of my affliction, he is my only hope 5 Afflic- 
'*'*>*' Tis gpES MEA rebus. Pignatclli count of Monteleon, viceroy of Sicily, 
the archbifhop of Meifina, Fabritio Pignatelli brother to the viceroy and 
prior of Barletto, Charles Jefvatrc prior of St. Stephens, the prior of Mcf- 
ftna, the commanders and whole body of the knights, the nobility, 
gentry, people, and all the city in a manner came out and were prefent 
at the grand matter's landing. The whole multitude had their eyes fixed 
on the venerable old man, whofe conttancy and refolution made him as 
illuftrious under his misfortunes, as his bravery in the defence of Rhodes 
had made him glorious. 

After the viceroy had made him his compliment, and ottered him in 
the emperor s name the town of Meilina to ferve him for a retreat, and 
for a place of rcfrelhment to his fleet, the archbifhop and all the gran- 
dees of the kingdom, the gentry and people, by a folemn filence, very 
fuitable to his ill fortune, expreffed how much they fympathized with 
him in it. But who could exprefs the real grief which all the knights felt 
for the lofs of Rhodes, the remembrance of which was renewed by his ar- 
rival i Such as were Handing upon the port, as well as thofe that landed. 
Unable to fpcak a word, could only communicate their common afflic- 
tion by tender embraces : Some tears ftole from thofe that had the moft 
refolution, notwithttanding all their endeavours not to fhed one 5 L'lfle 
Adam along, always fuperior to his calamity, difeovered plainly by his re* 
folution that he was worthy of abetter fortune. He walked towards the 
prior’s pajac?, preceded by all the knights, bare-headed, who kept a 
mournful filence, and difeovered by thefe demonttrations of their refped, 
that tho' he had loft his territories, he yet had not loft any thing of his au* 
thority over a body of nobility and gentry, who in happier times would be 
able to conquer a new ifland of Rhodes. 

The grand maftcr’s firft care, after his landing, was to provide lodg* 
ings in his own palace and the houfes adjoining, for the knights that were 
lick and wounded : He waited on them himfelf, aflifted by the knights 
that were left unhurt. 'T was indeed a very moving fight to fee thefe men, 
who ufed to appear fo terrible with their weapons in their hand, now ani- 
mated only by a fpirit of charity, devote themfelves to the meaneft 
ferviccs, carry broth to the lick, make their beds, and fhew a difregard to 
every thing but what might contribute to their relief and recovery. 

From thefe charitable offices, fo agreeable to the firft inftitution of the 
order, the grand mafter, ftill inconfolablc for the lofs of Rhodes, patted to 
a fevere inquifition and enquiry againft thofe who were employed to carry 
fuccours thither : He ordered them to be cited before a full council to 
give an account of their delay, and protefted publickly that he would 
without refpeft of perfons punifh according to law, as traitors and de- 
ferters, all fuch as fhould be convi&cd of remifinefs and negligence in the 
execution of thofe orders which had been preferibedthem. 

All thofe that were cited, and particularly pointed at by thefe mena- 
ces, prefented themfelves before that tribunal with a confidence which 
truth and innocence alone can infpire. The priors of Barletto and St. Ste- 
phens were the firft that appeared, who reprefented, that befides a prodi- 
gious quantity of ammunition and provifions which they had prepared, 
purfuant to the grand mafter's orders, they had likewife voluntarily, and 
at their own expence, lifted two thoufand old foldiers, and engaged a 
confiderable body of volunteer? and young noblemen to go to Rhodes ; 
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but that for the two laft months the winds had held fo perpetually contra* 
ry, and the weather had beenfo tcmpcftuous, that no body had been impru- 
dently bold enough to put to fea ; and that it was well enough known, that 
the chevalier de Nieuport, of the language of England, an old fea cap- 
tain, who buoyed himiclf up with the hopes of mattering the waves by his 
skill, going on board at that time, was driven back by the violence of the 
wind againft the point of a defert promontory, where his (hip with all his 
crew were loft. 

Antoniodi San Martino, prior of Catalonia, reprefented on his fide 
to the council, that at the firft news of the liege, he had fitted out a gallion 
at his own expence, and went on board it at the head of the knights of Ar- 
ragon, Navarre, Valcntia and Majorca, to go to the relief of Rhodes j that 
they were attack’d near the ifland of Cornea by a fquadron of the grand 
feignior’s gallics, which ply'd him with their cannon fhot, and coming up 
clofe with him, threw fhowers of grenado’s and fire-pots without ceafing 
into his fhip 5 that they made fevcral attempts to board him, and were as 
often repulfed, but that after an engagement of fix hours, they prepared 
to burn him with a firc-fhip, but a frefh gale of wind fpringing up in the 
night, he made a fhift to fave his vcfiel, which was terribly torn with the 
cannon fhot, and got to the port of San Bonifacio in the ifle of Sardinia, 
from whence with great difficulty and danger he had made his way to Mcffina. 

The chevalier d’Albi, fon to the duke of that name, fetting fail from 
Carthagcna with the knights of Caftile and Portugal, had much the fame 
fate: He was invefted by a fquadron of Algerine corfairs, who poured in 
their broad-fides upon him from every quarter. His main- matt was fhot 
by the board, his fails and tackling torn in pieces, he received likewile 
fevcral (hot between wind and water, without being brought to ftrike j 
and was rcfolved to blow up his fhip rather than let the flag of the order 
fall into the hands of the infidels. By good fortune he with his laft brbad- 
ilde, funk the admiral of the corfairs : And the Barbarians launching out 
all their long- boats to fave their general, and the foldiers that were aboard 
him ; the Spanifh captain, improving the little interval which that ad- 
vantage afforded him, made off and got to the ifle of Bufaor Ivica, one 
of the Baleares, where he mended his fails and tackling, but could not get 
from thence to the port of Meffina till the beginning of December. The 
knights of Tufcany and Lombardy reprefented in their turn, that they were 
to have embark'd on iomcihips which rha commandcr de Tourncbon, 
prior of Pifa, and of an illuftrious family in Florence, had hired upon his 
own credit ; but that knight, who was to fit them out at his own expcnce, 
happening to die fuddenly, they were left unprovided of the neceffary 
funds to go on with that armament j that indeed they had applied to the 
receivers of Pifa, Venice and Lombardy 5 but they were fo long in raffing 
the money neceffary to defray the charges of this equipment, that they 
* could not help being the laft who arrived in the port of Meffina. . 

In fine, the chevalier d'Auflbnyille, or de Villiers, who had been fent em- 
baffador to the kings .of France and England, declared that upon his arri- 
val at the court of Francis I. he had reprefented to him in the warmeft man- 
ner the preffing need that Rhodes had of his fiiccour ; to which that 
gallant prince replied, that though he was attacked on all fides by the fea 
and land forces of the emperor and the king of England, he yet would 
fend orders forthwith to Andrew Doria, then general of his gallics, to 
fupply him with three of thpfe that were the beft provided, and alfo that 
he might take up in his dominions what provifions and ammunition he had 
occafion for : That continuing his road afterwards towards London, to wait 
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Villie&s upon Henry VIII. he had met that prince at Calais, who received him cold- 
»b L’Isle t hat he could not get from him the lcaft encouragement that might 

give him room to hope for fuccours 5 that he returned thereupon to Mar- 
fcilles, and Doria purfuant to the king's orders delivered him three gallies, 
viz. the Ferrara, la Trimouillc and the Doria, upon which above 300 
knights of the three languages of France embarked, carrying with them 
eight hundred men, all gallant foldiers and warriors : That he had, with 
the money of the order, freighted three mcrchant-fhips which he found 
in the port of Marfeilles $ and after loading them with ammunition and 
provifions, fet fail for MefGna, the place of rendezvous 3 but a terrible 
ftorm, which had been at the fame time fo fatal to other veflcls of the order, 
had difperfed his little fleet 3 that in all likelihood the tranfport veffels had 
foundered 5 that the Ferrara galley was likewife loft j that the Doria had 
ftranded on the coaft of Sardinia, and that none but the Trimouillc had 
arrived fafe in the port of Meftina. 

All thefe faffs being clearly proved by the concurrent teftimony and 
oaths of the knights, as well as of the crew of thofc veffels, “ God be for 
“ ever praifed,” cried the grand matter, “ who in our common misfortune 
*< has given me the fatisfadion of knowing that no one can aferibe the 
“ caufe of it to the negligence of any of my brethren of the order." 
Then calling about him the priors and grand croffes who had been brought 
before the council of war, he embraced them in a very affedionate man- 
ner} “ 'Twas neceffary," faid he to them, for the honour of the order, 

<* as well as for your own, that I fhould make this examination, which 
** will Juftify to all princes living, as well as to the lateft pofterity, that 
** if Rhodes could have been faved by the Angle forces of the order, that 

bulwark of chriftendom had not now been in the hands of the infidels." 

However juft thefe reafons might be, they yet did not allay the fccret 
refentment of the knights, on account of the informations and criminal pro- 
fecution carried on againft them by the grand matter. Moft of them de- 
figned to retire immediately to their priories and commandcries 5 and fe- 
vcral private knights, after their example, who had nothing to live upon, 
refolved to return into their refpedivc countries, and try to mend their 
circumftances at the courts of their fovereigns. 

The grand matter getting notice of this kind of confpiracy, called a ge- 
neral affembly of all the knights that were at Meftina, in which he caufed 
•the pope’s brief to be read, -which had been delivered to him by the prior 
of Meftina, and contained a prohibition to all the knights, under grievous 
penalties, to leave the grand matter without his exprefs leave ftrft obtain'd. 

He told them afterwards, that fince the lofs of Rhodes, they alone might 
be faid to form the reprefentative body of the order ; and if they did not 
keep together in this melancholy juncture, the order would dwindle in- 
fenfibly, and perhaps be at laft flighted by the fovereign princes of chri- 
ftendom. He addcd,that after having expofed their lives fo often on various * 
occafions againft the infidels, particularly in the defence of Rhodes, he might 
juftly expert from the obedience they had vowed at the altar, that they 
would pra&ice the patience neceffary to procure them, before their fepa- 
ration, a fettlement that might repair their lofs 3 and which might be 
deciared the head convent of the order, and the refidencc of all the 
knights. 

He inflnuated very moving exhortations in this difeourfe, which, with 
his reprefentation of the pope’s orders, and the influence of his own au- 
thority, brought them to temper, and appeafedthe difeontented. Ail their 
thoughts were now taken up in finding out a port, where the order, agree- 
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able to its inftitution, might continue the faccouis it had given for foVir.LiE&c 
many ages to the Chriftians that failed in thofe Teas. DE 

1 < <1 IT f/\ D ' 
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The grand matter's defign was to go himfelf immediately to Rome to^ DAM ' 


p. itf. 


confer about it with the pope ; but this great man was not yet at the end 
of his troubles and fatigues. A dreadful plague broke out at Meilina $ 
when he, in order to avoid the contagion, caufed his knights, the wound- 
ed as well as the found, and all the Rhodians that had followed him, to 
reimbark. This new imbarkation was made with as much precipitation, 
as that from Rhodes : They were to avoid an enemy much more terrible 
than the Turks ; but in fpight of this precaution, the plague got into the 
veffels of the order : Several knights died of it, and amongft others Gre-g- _ 
gory de Morgut, grand prior of Navarre, who had fignalized himfelf at 1. i,°* * 3 ' 
the liege of Rhodes, and the chevaliers de St. Martin Grimault, and A- 
vogadre. The grand matter alike unfortunate by fea and land, and car- 
rying, as it were, his enemy about him in his bofom, refolved, in order to 
the recovery of the lick, to go in queft of a more healthy air ; and with 
leave from the viceroy of Naples, he landed his colony in the gulph of 
Baiae. After taking a view of the country, he marked out a camp near., 
the ruins of the old town of Cumae; here they built cabbins and barracks 
by his orders for lodging the knights and Rhodians : And for fear of being 
furprized by the corfairs of Barbary, who roved all along thofe coatts, he 
made broad ditches and intrenchments about his little camp, fortifying 
them with palifadoes and artillery, which he took out of his Ihips. This 
change of air was followed with immediate fuccefs ; moft of the lick re- 
covered ; and after a month's ftay in that mild and temperate climate, the 
grand matter being impatient to confer with the pope about a proper 
place for the fettlement of his order, after giving him advice of his fetting 
out, reimbarked with his colony, and arrived a few days afterwards at 
Civita- Vecchia. He immediately- dilpatchcd the chevalier de Chevriere 
for Rome to compliment the pope in his name, and at the fame time to 
dclirc an audience of him concerning the difmal revolution which had' juft 
happened in his order. The holy father dilpatchcd the bilhop of Cuenca, 
a Spanifh prelate, of his own family, to congratulate him upon his fafe 
arrival in his territories. But inftead of gratifying his eagernefs, he let 
him know by the bilhop that he could not advife him by any means to go 
upon his journey Co foon, cfpccially in the dog-days ; that he Ihould have 
the patience to continue with his colony at Civita- Vecchia, and that after 
fome time he would acquaint him with the day when he could give him 
audience : A pretence which the pontiff made ufc of to prevent the grand 
matter’s being witnefi of a declaration of war, which he was going to pub- 
lifh in great form againft France. 

To understand rightly this point of Hiftory, we mutt obferve that A- 
drian, as foon as he was feated in St. Peter’s chair, had agreeably to the 
example of his prcdecettbrs notified it to the grand matter j and declared 
exprefly in the fame brief, that nothing made rhat new dignity agreeable 
to him, but the defire he had of employing all the credit it gave him with 
the chrittian princes, to unite them in an holy league againft the infidels : 

A proteftation which he afterwards renewed in all his letters. But as if 
this declaration had been but a meer apoftolical form of words, he, inftead 
of forming a crufadc againft the Turks, had juft concluded a league be- 
tween himfelf, the emperor, the king of England, and the duke of Mi- 
lan, by which they were to attack the dominions of his moft chrittian ma- 
jefty, whilft the conftable de Bourbon, under pretence of a private grie- 
vance, was to raife an infu^re&ion within the kingdom. The league be> 
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S^iV. i ? g . ^^gI !^ d, the P®pc wptto the church of Santa Maria Maggiore the day 
Adam. of the affumption 5 he there faid mafs pontifically, aflifted by all thefacred 
V'V'V coUe S c > ami afterwards publilhed with great folemnity, a declaration of 
war again# France. Mott of the cardinals were of opinion that the pope 
ought not to quit the charafter of the common father of the faithful j and 
feveral of them reprefented to him, that he ought to referve to him- 
Xclfthc aftuig the pan of a mediator between the emperor and the king of 
France J but his paifion for the Houfe of Auftria made him deaf to fuch 
reasonable advice : And the pope, though otherwife a very good and dif- 
mterefted man, devoted himfclf blindly to the ambition of a prince who 
was minded to invade France : A paflage which plainly fhews, that private 
virtues do not fuifedently qualify a man for government, and that great 
places muft be filled up with great qualities and great talents. But whe- 
ther God had a mind to puniih the pontiff in this world for that fpirit of 
party, which prevail'd in him, or, which is more probable, that the length 
of the ceremony had fatigued him too much, he was not able to go to a 
great entertainment which cardinal Pompeio Colonna gave, when church 
was over, to all the facred college, and the embafladors of the princes 
that had engaged in the league. An ague feized him as he came back 
to his palace , he was affixed with it above a fortnight, fo that 'twas on- 
ly about the twenty-fifth of the fame month, during an interval which his 
diftemper gave him, that he notified to the grand matter his being ready to 
receive him at Rome, and give him audience. 

Thb grand- matter fet out immediately, attended by all his knights. 
Anne de Montmorency marflul of France, his great nephew, was then at 
Rome : The king his matter had fent him thither, either becaufc he was 
not yet acquainted with the ftep the pope had made, or clfc in order to 
engage him to quit thelcague. This French nobleman came to meet his 
unde with a . magnificent train, and went a confiderablc difiance from 
Rome to receive him j and when the grand matter drew near that capital 
of the chriftian world, he was met bjr the auditor erf* the pope's chamber, 
the Reward ofhis houihold, and the firft prelates of his family, who came 
to compliment him in his name: They were followed by the light horfe 
«ad Swiis guards of the pontiff, andthefe by the families and equipages of 
?^ C3r ^ alS; ^ of Scffa, the emperor’s embaflador, met him at the 
held 01 rlora, and accompanied him to the palace. The grand matter as 
he patted over the hridge of Sr. Angelo, and in the piazza di San Pietro, 
was faluted feveral times by all the artillery of the city and cattle. The 
nobility, gentry, and people in general croudcd to fee this great man, 
who had filled not only Rome, but alfb the whole world with his reputa- 
tion, and the valour he had (hewn in the defence of Rhodes. With this 
numerous and magnificent retinue he entered the pope's palace and apart- 
ment. The pontiff, tbo' much weaken’d by bis illncft, when he faw him 
enter his chamber, rofe from his chair, advanced feveral fteps to meet him, 
when the grand matter prottrating himfelf to kifs his feet, he embraced 
him wirhgrcat tendernefs. He made him afterwards fit down in the midft 
of the cardinals who were prefent at the audience 5 and after having faid fe- 
deral, obliging thing* about thegreatnefs of his courage, and the valour of 
Magnu* *** knights, he affined him that he would not omit any thing that could be 
*‘ h :? ooe pseferve an order fo ufcful to all Cbriftcndom. He then took 
catholic* e ‘ J ca . vc calling him the hero of the chriftian religion, and the brave 

acerrimu* defender of the faith j titles which he juftly deferred, but which put the pope 
projmgna- to much Iefs expence than the fuccours would have done, for which they 
had fo often applied to hinv, tho* always to nopurpofe. 

The 


tor, 
Bon I 


p. to. 


Digitized by ^.ooQle 



THE KNIGHTS Ot MALTA. ir 

The grand matter never faw him after, the pOpe telapfed, irtel the fever Vttutas 
Was fo violent, that perceiving himfelf near his end, he ferifcfbt the holy 
viaticum : And calling all the cardinals into his chamber, he exhorted diem 
in the moft moving terms, and with great humility, to Chufe One for his i $23. 
fucceffor, who would redrefs the faults he might haVe committed in the go- 
vernment of the church j he died on the 14th of September, being fixty- 
four years of age. As foon as his funeral was over, the cardinals, Who 
were thirty- fix in number, lhut themfelves up in the conclave, and Wefe 
foon after increafed to thirty-nine. The grand mailer and his knights 
were intruded with the guard of the conclave. Among the feveral afpirers 
to the papacy, Pompeio Colonna and Julio de Medicis feertied to have the 
faired pretenfions. The illudrious birth and riches of Coldnrtd, his fplerl- 
did and expenfive way of living, his great liberalities and his gehius fo proper 
for the managing an intrigue, had procured him a great number of partifans 4 - 
mong the cardinals 5 and he had been fubtle enough to perfaadc them, 
that they would all make their private fortunes By contributing to his promo- 
tion. Moreover, his drift attachment to the emperor, art attachment that wis 
hereditary in his family, fecured him the cardinals of that prince's fa&ipri. 

It is faid that when he enter’d the conclave, he Wanted only tWd votes to 
ratify his eleftion 5 and he flatter’d himfelf that he fliould gain them by his 
intrigues among the contrary party. Medicis however ballanccd thefe ad- 
vantages by the remembrance of the late pope Leo X. his coufin-germari, 
whofe memory was flill recent, and very dear to moft of the cardinals, and 
thofc efpecially of his creation. 

Julio de Medicis had always paffed for the natural fon of Julian de 
Medicis, till the pontificate of LeoX. That pope, who had nothing fo 
much at heart as the grandeur of his family, declared him to bt legitimate 
upon the depofiticm of his mother's brother, and the informatioh of fortie 
monks, who certified that there was apromifeof marriage between his fa- 
ther and mother ; a teftimony that looks a little fufpicious in fo delicate an 
affair. He entered at firft into the order of the knights of Khodes, and by 
the pope’s credit he foon obtained rich commandcries, and rofe to rhe 
firft dignities of it : But finding that nature had form’d him better for court- 
intrigues than for war, he took holy orders, and Leo X. created him car- 
dinal in 1513. He afterwards made him legate of Bologna, and collated 
him to the archbifhopricks of Florence, Ambrun, and Narbonne, and the 
bifhoprick of Marfeillcs. That pontiff, who was defirous of making him 
the fupport of his family, loaded him with riches and preferments 3 but 
notwithftanding the fupreme power he had in the church, his ambition 
was flill unfatisfied. During his pontificate, Medicis, in quality of cardi- 
nal nephew, had a great {hare in the government j and whilft Leo feemed 
entirely taken up with his plcafures, he feemed to fupport the whole weight 
of affairs on his own fhouldcrs. Tis however certain, that the pope had 
much greater views than his nephew, a better knowledge of his true inte- 
refts, and a much greater conftancy and refolurion. 'Twas he alone who 
formed in fecret the fchemes of all His enterprifes ; but in order ro give the 
greater credit to the cardinal nephew, and probably out Of lazinefs, he left 
the execution of them to him. 

The cardinal difpofed of the pofis and dignities of the court j no promo- 
tion was made, but by his advice, and at his recommendation : He was a f 

fort of a fecond pope 5 and after Adrian’s death he entered the conclave, J 

followed by fixteen cardinals, all of them his uncle’s creatares, who before 
they went to a ferutiny always received his orders hovr they fliould give 
their votes. Their defign was to raife him to the pontificate ; but the fac- 
tion i V 
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Vitxis&s tion of Colonna threw an invincible obftacle in the way. The two com- 
® E l ’ Islk petitors, in order to know what they had to tcly upon, and to make tryal 
of their ftrcngth, propofed each of them feveral cardinals of their par.ty. 
Colonna put up Jacobaccio, a cardinal of (hallow parts, but one who was 
dofely attached to him. The party of Medicis immediately threw him 
out, and Colonna play’d the fame game with regard to thofe that were 
named by Medicis. This difpute lafted feveral days before cither of them 
would yield to the other. The two parties, animated by their principals, 
pretended equally to have the glory of creating them popes, or at lead to 
have the fovereign pontiff taken only out of their faftion. Notwithstand- 
ing the feeming calm, fecret Negotiations were carried on with vigour : 
Colonna and Mcdicis either by themfelves or by their emilfaries, were conti- 
nually bufy in getting over fome votes, and making conqucfts in the op- 
pofite party j but the cardinals of each faftion were fo faithful to their 
principals, that there were no deferters on either fide. 

Cardinal de Medicis, as if he was out of hopes of being pope him- 
felf, and in order to over-reach Colonna, brought cardinal Urfini upon 
the ft age, a perfon fitly qualified for the papacy, by reafon of his great age, 
his learning, and cfpecially his capacity in affairs of government; but 
he was of a family that bore an hereditary hatred to that of Colonna, as 
himfelfwasa declared enemy to cardinal Colonna. All the cardinals of 
the faftion of Medicis by his direction gave him one day their votes ; upon 
this, Co'onna was as one who had been thunder ftruck ; he was fenfible 
that Urfini, befides the creatures of Medicis, had even fome particular 
Miff, de* friends in his own faftion, who might perhaps quit his party to raife Urfini 
Conclaves,^ to t he popedom. He was frighted, and dreaded feeing the papal diadem 
* *' ^ 'on the head of a man of his capacity, who would probably employ all the 
authority of it to ruin his family. In the fear therefore of falling under his 
fubjeftion, and in order to fecure his being fet afidc, he, after having try’d 
feveral expedients to no purpofe, was at laft forced to declare in favour of 
the cleftion of his rival j he offered to give him his own vote, and all the reft 
that were at his difpofal. The two heads of the parties had a conference 
together, and entered into feveral negotiations, in which Colonna did not 
Guicciardin. neglcft his own intereft. Medicis gave him a promife in writing of the poft 
1J * of vice-chancellor of the church, and a grant of his own palace, which was 

one of the nobleft buildings in Rome. Colonna, after taking all the fecu- 
rity that could be given him, at the next ferutiny gave him his own vote, 
and procured him all the fuffrages of his faction. By the union of thefe 
two parties an end was put to all difputes, and after the conclave had held 
i $23. two months and four days, cardinal de Medicis was unanimoufly elefted, 
Nov. 19 . and took the name of Clement VII. 

Such cardinals as were the creatures of Leo X. and the people efpccially, 
who remember’d with pleafure the grandeur and magnificence with which 
that pope had lived, made great rejoicings at the firft news of his nephew’s 
election. They faid that Rome muft needs be happy under the pontificate 
of a prince who had himfelf been witnefs to his uncle's great qualities, and 
alfo formed by him for government. But no body was more pleafed with his 
promotion than the grand mafter and his knights ; he was the firft religious 
of the order that had been raifed to the papacy, and in the unhappy condi- 
tion the order was in, wandering about without a convent or fixed habita- 
tion, or without any port for their fleet to put in at, they looked upon the c- 
lcftion of one of their knights, as a particular aft of providence, which by 
fo diftinguifhing a favour was pleafed to foften the anguilh of their calami- 
ties. The lofs of Rhodes began to fit lighter on the grand mafter, who 
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imagin’d that under the pontificate of a knight of his order, and by the af- Villiers 
P ittance of his protedion, he fhould foon find a proper place of retreat, and ° E L’Iscr 
even a new territory ; where, agreeable to their inftitution, and for the 
common advantage of the chriftian princes, the order might continue to 
fend out their fleets as ufual, againft the infidels. 

Nor was he deceived of his juft expectation 5 for there never had been, 

Jtnce the foundation of the order, a pope that exprefled fo high an efteem, 
or (hewed fo tender an affection to the knights of St. John. The grand 
mafter, after a cardinal had proclaimed the election of Clement VII. o- 
pened the conclave, and was the firft that made his compliments to that 
pontiff, who made him publick acknowledgments for the good order and 
exaCtnefs he had kept with regard to the conclave : And the clergy of St. 

Peter dc Literan coming in to carry the new pope to the church, whither 
he went attended by all the Cardinals, Sir Julian Ridolfi prior of Capua 
and embaffador of the order, went immediately before him, compleatly 
armed and finely mounted, carrying the great ftandard of* the order; a 
Aindion which this very pontiff had formerly exercis’d in quality of knight 
of St. John, at the eledion of Leo X. his coufin. 

No fooner was the pope rid of that numberlefs multitude of ceremonies, 
which are infcparablc from an accellion to the papacy, but he, at the 
grand matter's requeft, gave him audience in a full confiftory. That prince 
had defired it, in order to lay before him an account of the fiege of Rhodes, 
and fet forth in the firft city of the chriftian world all that had paffed in the . 
defence of that place. The vice-chancellor of the order, who was the 
fpeaker on this occafion, related to them how fix hundred knights that 
were fhut up in Rhodes, had defended it for fix months completely againft 
two hundred thoufand Turks that attacked it. He went on reprefenting 
the thunder and continual fire of the artillery, the ruin of the fortifications, 
the lodgment of the enemy under the walls, the frequent a (faults, the 
continual engagements which the knights had day and night with the infi- 
dels ; notwithftanding all which, they did not abandon the place till after 
they had loft almoft all their brother companions, their foldiers, the bra- 
ved of the inhabitants, and till fuch time as the enemy had carried on 
their works to the very heart of the place, and that they had no ground 
left to intrench themfelves and fight upon. 

This relation excited at once the admiration and compaflion of all the 1 5 24* 
facred college $ feveral cardinals at the relation of the death of fo many 
knights as had facrificcd their lives in the defence of Rhodes, could not re- 
frain from tears ; and the pope in concert with all the confiftory, in order 
to prelerve an order and body of illuftrious warriors, who were all of fuch 
eminent fcrvice to chriftcndom, and provide for them till fuch time as they 
ihould meet with an ifland or port for continuing their military functions, 
alBgned them Viterbo for their relidencc ; a town fcated about forty miles 
from Rome, in the patrimony of St. Peter j and permitted their (hips and Eo ' 3 * 
gallies to ftay in the port of Civita-Vccchia. 

To this favour, the holy father added another, which indeed was very 


honourable both for the order and its head > and by a particular ad of Jan. 
1 j, 15 24, ordered that when he (hould go to chappel, the grand mafter 
Ihould have the firft place on the right hand of the throne, and that in all 
cavalcades he (hould march alone, immediately before his holinefs: The 
pope would have this regulation inferted in the regifters of the mafter of 
the ceremonies. The grand mafter, fenftbly affeded with thefe teftimo; 
nies of his good will, went, before he fet out for Viterbo, to the palace to 
return him thanks for them, and had afterwards feveral audiences of him. 
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Vilmers therein he acquainted him with the various propofals made him in re!* 

** L’Isle t j on t0 a fi x cd fettlement for his order, which might eompenfate for the 
lofs of the ifle of Rhodes. He told him, that during the vacancy of the ho- 
ly fee, various places on the continent had been mentioned to him, which 
he might have treated about $ but that he had rejc&ed the propofal, bc- 
caufe the fituation did not fuit their inftitution, whofc profeflton was to 
ferve as convoys to thofe pilgrims, who fhould imbark out of devotion to 
vifit the holy places, and for a guard at the fame time to all fuch chriftians 
as fhould go by feaj that Andrea Vendramino, an old religious of the or * 
der and archbifhop of Corfu, had advifed him to caft his eyes upon the port 
of Suda m Candia, or upon the ifle of Ccrigo, which belonged to the re- 
publick of Venice : but that his holinefs could not but be fenfible how that 
commonwealth, like fome women who are ufed to bear with every thing 
flowing from the violence andextravagancc of their lovers, frequently diflem- 
bled the infults of the Turk, and. through a fear of incurring his refentmenr, 
did not dare receive into their dominions a military order, which thf 
grand feignior looked upon as his eternal enemy : that he had been likc- 
wifefpoke to about the ifle of Elba, on the coaftofTufcany; but the king 
of Spain and the prince of Piomblno being matters of the principal places of 
the ifland, it did not fuit either the dignity of the order, or the common 
good of chriftendom, to have the grand matter and fupreme council of the 
order dependant on any particular prince. He added, that fome Spanifti 
knights, who were of the greateft quality of that nation, probably in con- 
cert with the minifters that the emperor had in Italy, had propofedto him 
the iflands of Malta and Goza, with the town of Tripoli on the coaft of A- 
frica, which belonged to that prince, in quality of king of Sicily ; that 
this laft propofal, on account of the various ports that were in the ifle of 
Malta, was not difagreeablc to him ; but then the emperor had fuch fub- 
tle and fecret views, that he was afraid left this projeft, which feemed to 
be only owing to a pious motive, might at laft produce fome fort of fub- 
jeftion i and tho’ they were to fuppolc that the emperor would make them 
an abfolute conveyance, and grant them the ifles of Malta and Goza in fee 
Ample, yet they could not without great reluctance take into their hands the 
administration of fo weak a place as Tripoli, which was furrounded on all 
Tides with barbarians and infidels, fo that the putting knights there in garri- 
l'on, would be no other than fending them to the (laughter. 

However, notwithftanding theft: confiderations, which were not alto- 
gether without fome foundation, the pope after having maturely weighed 
thefc different propofals, refolved upon the laft. But as he knew very well 
that the emperor was no (lave to his word, he, without explaining himfelf 
further to the grand matter, adviled him to take his mcafures in fuch a man- 
ner as not to be caught by any fecret defigns of his minifters, who might 
perhaps have no other view but to increafe his matter's fubjefts in the perfons 
of the knights. L’lflc Adam, upon his arrival at Viterbo, ferit an embafly to 
that prince ; the embafladors were the prior of Caftilc, the chevalier dc Mar- 
tinengo, that excellent engineer, who had acquired fo much glory at the 
liege of Rhodes, and the commander Bofio, chaplain of the order, one 
who had diftinguifhed himfelf by his skill in negotiations. Thefe embafla- 
dors upon their arrival at Madrid, where the emperor then was, applied 
to him in the name of the whole order, and defired him to be pleafed to 
grant them the ides of Malta and Goza by an abfolute feofment, free from 
all manner of fubje&ion and depcndance ; and they made this propofal 
without mentioning Tripoli, purfuant to their inftru&ions. The embafla- 
dors did not fail to represent to him, that he, by a grant fo fuitable to the 
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gencroftty of a great prince, would be the reftotcr, and as it were the fe- Yumw 
cond founder of an order, which had for many ages been dedicated to the 
defence of the chriftians; and that the knights hy their fettlement in thofe 
iflands, would put a flop to the ravages of the corfairs of Barbary, and fc- 
cure the ides of Sicily and Sardinia, the kingdom of Naples, and all the 
coafts of Italy from their incuriions. 

This was juft what the emperor had in view, and his communicating 
this projett to the grand mafter, did not perhaps flow fo much from a mo- 
tive of generoftty as from felf-intereft. Beftdes, the conlidcrablc cxpences 
he was forced to be at in maintaining garrifons in thofe iflands and in Tri- 
poli, which he by that means would be eafed of, he was of opinion that 
the knights, who were the terror of the infidels, would keep them in awe 
by their valour ; and that the fquadrons of the order would ferve for an in- 
vincible rampart againft the enterptizes of the grand feign for, who after 
the conqueft of the ifle of Rhodes might perhaps be tempted to attack 
Sicily. 

These fcveral motives were more than fufficient to determine him to 
conclude the treaty : But this prince, who was the greateft politician of his 
age, and who frequently reaped greater advantages by his negotiations 
than he did even by his arms, told the embaffadors that he was no way a- 
verfe to the propofitions which they were come to make him ; but that he 
yet could not relolve to alienate Malta and Goza, unlcfs Tripoli was alfo 
comprehended in the fame treaty ; that he infixed likewife that the body of 
the order fhould take an oath of fidelity to him in quality of its fovereign j 
that a new creation fhould be made of a fecond bailiff of the language of 
Caflile $ that in the admiral's abfence, none but a knight of the language 
of Italy fhould command the gallics : and as he very much doubted whe- 
ther the order would ever fubmit to take an oath of fealty to him, he ad- 
ded, that he had no intention of engaging himfeif to fupply Malta with 
corn for the future. By this refervation he fecured to himfeif an abfolure 1 ^ 24 . 
dominion over the knights, who could never fubfift without inch a fup- 

piy- 

The prior of Caftile and Martinengo flay’d at the emperor’s court, andBofl, a. 
Bofio, by agreement with them, returned to Italy, and came to Viterbo P" S<1 
to the grand mafter, to whom he gave an account of the emperor's inten- 
tions. Had they come from any other fovereign, they would not have been 
fo much as heard 5 but moftof the commanderies of the order lying within 
the vaft extent of that prince’s dominions, they rcfolved to wait, and foe if 
time would afford them any relief j and if the pope’s good offices could 
produce any moderation of fuch hard conditions : and in the mean while, 
to keep the negotiation ftill on foot, they prevailed with the cmpcrOf be- 
fore they gave him a dccifive anfwer, to allow the order to fond eight com- 
miflaries to Malta, Goza and Tripoli, viz. one of each language, to vifit 
thofe places, and afterwards make their report of them to the council. 

The grand mafter was the lefs eager to conclude the treaty, becaufe he 
had a new projed at that time on foot, which was much more glorious and 
advantageous for the order $ and this was to recover Rhodes, and drive out 
the rorks. The propofer of this enterprize was Achmet Balia, the very 
fame that had contributed mod to the taking of the place. The reader 
may have obferv’d in the foregoing book, that Solyman being difpleafcd 
with Muftapha who commanded under him at the fiege of Rhodes, had 
turn’d him out of his poft and given it to Achmet 5 but at the requeft of his 
lifter, whom Muftapha had married, that prince had font him into Egypt to 
command there in quality of Begler-bey . He had no better fuccefs in that 
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Vit.li eks government than he had at the fiege of Rhodes : whether it were owing to 
Adam* SLE ^is unskilfulnefs in the arts of government, or to his avarice, or that he ty- 
rannizedover that people, who had been lately brought into fubjedion to 
the Turkilh empire, a general infurredion arofe in the provinces ; and a 
prodigious army of Arabians and Egyptians came to befiege him in Grand 
Cairo itfelf, whofe inhabitants, from the fame motive, held fecret corre- 
l'pondence with the rebels. 

Mustapha’s wife, alarmed at the dangers to which both herfelf and her 
husband were expos’d, had recourfe to the grand feignior her brother. 
That prince, whole intereA engaged him to Aide this rebellion immediately, 
fent Achmet into Egypt at the head of a mighty army, to bring off his 
brother-iu-law, and take the government of thofe great provinces in his 


Acad. 

chaicondile The new " general in a little time beat the rebels on feveral occalions ; 

Tom.i. 1.14! but after he had eAablilhed the reputation of his valour and the terror of 

P- 4 8 ?* his arms, he fet himfclf to gain the malecontents by a condud that was 
entirely the reverfe of that ofMuAapha ; the taxes were by his order con-* 
fiderably diminifhed. As he fecretly afpired to make himfelf independent, 
v and abfolutc maAer of the kingdom, he removed the Turkilh officers who 
were odious to the Egyptians, filling their poAs at the fame time with no- 
blemen of that nation 5 and in order to engage a body of troops in his inte- 
reA that Ihould be independent on any one but himfclf, he got together all 
the Mamelukes that were left in Egypt, and whoever fince the Turks fub- 
dued the country, had been difperfed up and down in the remoteA provin- 
ces . He made them his guards, increased their ufual pay, when being im- 
pofed on by their expreffions of affedion and attachment to him, which 
was not fomuch the refultofhis merit as his fortune, and fancying him- 
felf maAer of their hearts, becaufe he was fo of the country by his dignity, 
he was daring enough to affume openly the name and ornaments of a fove- 
. reign. As he did not queAion but Solyman, who was infinitely jealous of his 
authority, would fend an army againA him, he endeavoured to get himlelf a 
fupport, and an alliance with the princes of chriAendom ; accordingly he 
lent one of his partizans to the pope and the grand maAer, to propofe to 
them a joint league againA Solyman. This agent waited on them both, 
and prefented his maAer’s letters, wherein he afifured them, that if the 
knights came before Rhodes with a body of troops, they might depend, by 
the help of the intelligences which he had within the place, upon making 
themfelves maAers of it 5 or at lead that one of his creatures, who com- 
manded in the two towers of the port, Ihould receive them there, upon the 
firfi fight of any order from him. 

The grand maAer heard thefe propofals with more joy than he was wil- 
ling to difeover. He anfwered the envoy, that he could not engage in this 
enterprize without firfi communicating it to moA of the princes of chri- 
Aendom 5 but that the Begler-bey his maAer Ihould foon hear from him : 
and then making him a confidcrable prefent, he difmiffed him, and found a 
. way to fend him back fafe into Egypt. While the grand maAcr’s thoughts 
were entirely taken up with this important projed, the commander de la 
Roche-Aimon was juA landed, bringing at the fame time feme Rhodians 
along with him, who determined him entirely to attempt that enter- 
prize. 

In order to form a juA idea of this point of hiAory, we are to obferve 
. that, the grand maAer, notwithAanding all the misfortunes that had hap- 
opened to his order, frequently fent veffels out a cruifing, to keep the arms 
: Of the knights continually employ’d againA the corfjiirs. One of thefe 
: . - 3 veffels 


Digitized by ^.ooQle 



1 7 


THE KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 

veffcls commanded by la Roche-Aimon, was met by Tome Rhodian mer- V illi E rs 
chants, who were failing in the mediterranean j they knew the flag of the®* L’Isle 
order, and longing to pay their rcfpe&s once again to one of their old 
matters, they came up with him, and went aboard the knight’s vcflel, who 
received them with a reciprocal joy, and entertained them in a fplendid 
manner. In the midft of the entertainment, the Rhodians being in a place 
of freedom and fecurity, made grievous complaints againft the tyranny of 
the turks, and regretted the lofs of the equitable government of the 
knights ; thefe expreflions of their regret foon grew up to earned wifhes 
for the rettoration of the order, and its recovering poffeflion of their 
ifland. As thefe merchants were fome of the principal inhabitants of Rhodes, 
he began to confult with them about the various methods that might be 
made ufe of in order to drive out the turks, and found fo much facility in 
it, that he engaged them to come with him into Italy 5 and landing at Civita- 
Vccchia, he brought them to Viterbo, and prefented them privately to the 
grand matter, who received them with the utmoft candour and civility. 

These merchants, whom la Roche-Aimon had taken care todifguife, 
had a fecret conference with the grand matter, and reprefented to him that 
the walls and fortifications of Rhodes were not yet repaired 5 that there was 
but a weak garrifon in the place, and that the Aga before-mentioned, who 
commanded in the two towers of the port, had been a chriftian, but had 
turned renegado purely out of weaknefs and for fear of torments, who ftill 
retained a fecret inclination for the religion of his anceftors ; that he was, as 
far as his abilities would allow him without prejudicing himfelf, a protec- 
tor to all the chrittians of the ifland, and that the people as foon as they 
fliould fee the ttandards of the order, would, provided they brought them 
arms, turn them with pleafure againft their tyrants, and thofe who were 
enemies to their religion. 

The grand matter, like an able politician, was delighted to think that 
for the better fucceeding in his defigns, he lhould have more than one in- 
telligence within the place } he exhorted the merchants to perfevere in their 
good intentions for the order, and after bellowing the greateft civilities up- 
on them, and loading them with prefents, he caufed them to be conduced 
back with the fame fecrecy that they came, to the place where their fhip 
waited for them. 

That prince, in concert with the pope, fent afterwards the comman- 
der Bofio, who was very skilful in negotiations, over to Rhodes ; he got 
into the city difguifed like a merchant, and was an eye- witnefs to the con- 
dition of the place, the ftrength,of the garrifon, and the difpofition, as 
well as number of the Greek inhabitants that were left. He made a ftill 
greater progrefs in his negotiation, and talked with the Aga, by the afli- 
(lance of the Greek metropolitan, who was that officer's friend. Before he 
came to this interview, he had taken the precaution to fill one of the 
blank iignatures which the grand matter had confided to him, with a letter 
for the Aga, in which he offered him great rewards, provided he would 
make good what Achmet had promifed in his name 5 and at the fame time 
fhewed him the letter which the Begler-bey had written concerning him 
and the two towers of Rhodes. The Aga, after having flood fome time 
without returning Bofio any anfwer, made a refolution at once s and told 
him that he had been long w idling for an opportunity of returning into 
the bofom of the church, and gave his word to the grand matter's agent, 
that he would receive the knights into the towers where he commanded, 
provided that befides the troops neccffary to defend them, and form the 
iiege of the city, they would immediately fend a quantity of victuals, pro- 
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Viixiers viiions and ammunition, with arms for the inhabitants of the ifland. Evc- 
de L’Isle r y thing fcemed to bid fair for the good fuccefs of this enterprize, when 
^ry\j news came that the grand feignior had defeated Achmet’s defigns, and got 
him difpatch'd. That prince, upon advice of his rebellion, had fent a 
mighty army againft him, under the conduft of his favourite Ibrahim, a 
native of Albania, and who was both a skilful general and an artful cour- 


tier. 

A c h m ex had flattered himfelf that the enterprize of Rhodes would 
caufc a powerful diverfion in his favour j but the unhappy revolution that 
had happen’d in the affairs of the knights, prevented their making any at- 
tempts, fo that Ibrahim's entering Egypt caufed a general confterna- 
tion among the partifans of Achmet. Neverthclefs he, like a man of cou- 
rage, began to make preparations to carry on the war. He fent orders 
into all parts for the troops to march out of the mod diftant provinces to 
join him j but little deference was paid to his orders, an ufurper’s autho- 
rity is never fix’d with any folidity in the beginning of a change of govern- 
ment : Several of his principal commanders, under different pretences, 
kept off from declaring openly againft their lawful fovereign. Ibrahim 
hearing that things were in this difpofition, promifed them a full and ge- 
neral pardon, and even rewards, provided they would difpatch the rebel. 
Thefc traitors ftifled him in the bath, opened the gates of Grand Cairo to 
Ibrahim, and made their fubmiflion to him. That general fent Achmet’s 
head immediately to the grand feignior, who by this quick difpatch was 
eafed of the trouble of maintaining a war in a diftant country, and in a na- 
tion too that had ever been at enmity with the Turks, and in which his 
power was not as yet well fettled upon-any folid foundation. 

This rebel’s death frighted the Aga of Rhodes 5 the fear of being difeo- 
vered, and of meeting with the like fate, made him prefs the execution of 
the enterprize, in which he had engaged himfelf $ and the very fame mo- 
tive made the grand mafter, who had no hopes left of any fuccour or di- 
verfion from Egypt, refolve, before he engaged further in it, to fee how 
the chriftian princes flood affefted, and what forces he could obtain from 
them. 

Whilst thefe revolutions happened in Egypt, the commiftaries 
which the grand mafter and council had fent to vifit Malta, Goza and Tri- 
poli, being return'd back, made their report of the condition in which they 
found thofe i (lands, and the town of Tripoli. They faid, that the ifle of 
Malta was only one continued rock of fandy ftone, and might be about fix 
or feven leagues long, three or four broad at moft, and about twenty in cir- 
cumference j that upon the furface of this rock there was not at moft above 
three or four foot of earth, and that too all ftony, a foil altogether unfit 
to produce wheat and other corn ; but that it abounded in figs, melons, 
and other fruits, which were very plenty there, and that the principal 
commerce of the ifland confifted in honey, cotton and cummin, which 
the inhabitants barter’d for corn ; that if they excepted a few fprings 
which they met with in the farther part of the ifland, there was no fuch thing 
as fpring- water, nor indeed any well, fo that the inhabitants were forced 
to fupply that defed by cifterns * that there was the like fcarcity of wood, 
that they fold it by the pound, and that the inhabitants were forced to 
make ufe of cow-dung dried in the fun, or elfe of wild thiftles, to drefs 
* Or confi- their meat ; that the capital city of the ifland, called the * notable city , wa!s 
der«blecity.f catc d upon a hill in the midftof the ifland, and was of difficult accefs, by 
reafomof the rocks which covered all the plain about it i that the place was 
only walled about without any other fortifications, except fome towers 
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which were eroded over the gates of the city ; that upon th e fouth-fide of Villiers 
theifland, there were neither ports, nor bays, nor roads, and that all the LIslr 
( hore in that part was lined with vaft rocks, againft whic h fhips, when 
caught in a ftorm, were often drove by the violence of t'he wind, and 
daSh'd to pieces 5 but that they difeovered fcveral points ol* capes on the 
oppofitc fide, and places that formed a fort of bays and roatds very proper 
to anchor in. They continued to relate that they had put in at the great 
port, which was defended by a fort called the caftle of St. Angelo ; and 
that below it there was a little town commonly called la Citadel Borgo; 
that this port was divided from another called the Porto di Mufetro, only 
by a narrow (lip or point of rock s that beltdes the capital, the caftle, and 
the town, there were about forty hamlets or villages, confiding of feveral 
dwellings fcattered up and down the country, and about 12000 inhabi- 
tants, including the men, women and children, who were moft of them 
poor and miferable by reafon of the barrennefs of the foil. 

The commiffaries prefented likewife to the grand matter and council a 
plan of the ifland, in which they had taken care to deferibe with great ex- 
a&ncfs feveral little bays and roads which ferved as a fheltcr to fifhermen, 
and where the corfairs fometimes put into. They added, that the conve- 
nience of fo many ports, fo convenient for the armado’s of the order, made 
them be of opinion that the emperor's propofals ought not to be rejeded, 
provided he did not by his grant pretend to oblige them to turn their arms 
againft his particular enemies. 

As for the iflcofGoza, called by the inhabitants Gaudifch, they faid it 
was Separated from that of Malta only by a narrow channel, which went 
by the name of Freo, of a league and a half or two leagues in breadth, in the 
middle of which lay the little ifles or rocks called Comin and Cominot'; 
that Goza was about eight leagues in circumference, three long, and one and 
a half broad, that they could not find any port in it, that ’twas all furrounded 
with craggy rocks and fhelves, fo that there was no landing but with great 
difficulty : That however the foil feemed to be very fruitful, that there 
were about 5000 perfons in it, including men, women and children, who 
were difperfed up and down in different villages, who for their fecuritya- 
gainft the corfairs, had built a caftle fituated on a hill j but that in their o- 
pinion it was ill fortified, and of very little confequence : that notwithstand- 
ing its being fo weak, they did not think the council would aft prudently 
were they to accept the offer which was made them of the ifle of Malta, 
feparately from that of Goza, which lay too near it, and which might fomc 
time or other ferve for a retreat to their enemies. 

The commiffaries did not form the fame judgment with refped to the 
town and caftle of Tripoli ; they reprefented to the council that the place 
which was feated onthecoaft of Barbary, near eighty leagues from Malta, 
had no fortifications about it, and that it was almoft impoffible to raife any 
there in a fandy foil and bottom full of water ; that the ditches were nei- 
ther broad nor deep enough ; the port and caftle being commanded by a 
hill adjoining : and in a word, that the place was furrounded by the[territo- 
riesof the king of Tunis, who would not fuffer the chriftians to continue 
there long, and that the great diftancc of it from Malta would not allow 
them, in cafe it was attacked, to throw in feafonable Succours ; that 
corn was ftill fcarcer at Tripoli than at Malta, by reafon of the barrennefs of 
its foil, which bore nothing but dates : From all which they concluded, 
that if they undertook the defence of the place, they Ihould be expofed to 
lofe all the knights they might afterwards put in garrifon there. 
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The grand matter acquainted the pope with this relation, and dcfired 
him to ufe his good offices with the emperor, to engage him to excufe the 
order from the defence of Tripoli, and remit the other heavy conditions 
he was for annexing to the feofment of Malta. But at that juncture it 
would have been impoffiblc for him to have pitched on a mediator with 
Charles V. who was lefs agreeable to that monarch, or more fufpe&ed by 
him, than Clement VII. There was actually at that time a league on foot 
between that pontiff, the king of England, and the Venetians, in order to 
maintain the liberty of Italy, which was threaten’d with an entire fubver- 
fion, fince the lofs of the battle of Pavia, in which Francis I. king of 
France, had been taken prifoner by the emperor’s generals. 

That prince, whofe perfonal qualities merited a better fortune, had 
invaded the dutchy of Milan, which he pretended belonged to him and 
queen Claude his wife, in right of Valentia Vifconti, wife to Lewis duke- 
of Orleans, brother to Charles VI. The Sforzas had feized on it in preju- 
dice of the princes of the houfc of Orleans. Francis Sforza was adually in 
pofleffionofitj the emperor, under pretence of fupporting him ashisvaf- 
lal, had lent a ftrong army into the Milanefe, and after the battle of Pavia 
his generals behav’d more like conquerors than] prote&ors and comman- 
ders of auxiliary troops. They put garrifons in the emperor’s name into 
the principal towns of the dutchy, under pretence that the new duke had 
not yet received the inveftiturc of it. The pope and Italian princes, who 
in the beginning of the war were equally afraid of the neighbourhood of 
two fuch powerful princes, could have wilhed that the French had not 
difturbed Sforza in the poffelfion of the Milanefe. 

The king’s being taken prifoner brought not only the Italian princes, 
but alfo the king of England over to the party of France : Sforza himfelf, 
who had now no reafon to be under any further apprehenfions from a 
prince, who was both a prifoner and oppreffed by the imperialifts, who 
continued to plunder him of his dominions, negotiated a league againft a 
potentate who was for fwallowing up all Europe, and afpired to an univet- 
fal monarchy. 

Such was the fituation of affairs, and the occafion or pretence of a war, 
which in reality had no other fource than the ambition of Charles V. 
After the death of the emperor Maximilian, that prince and Francis I. -were 
rivals in the ele&ion for the empire. This rivalihip of rights and preten- 
ftons, which monarchs are fcarcc ever at a lofs for, when they do not want 
forces, and their perfonal qualities, which were excellent indeed, but di- 
rc£Uy oppofite in both ; all thefe circumftances, I fay, infpir’d thofe two 
great princes with an emulation of glory, which, after the ele&ion of Charles 
the Fifth, was fucceeded by an animoftty, that was not to be appeas’d by 
the blood of fo many thoufands of their fubje&s. All mankind beheld with 
admiration in the perfon of Francis I. a courage that was proof againft the 
greateft dangers of war, a noble franknefs worthy of a better age, an in- 
violable faith in his treaties, his goodnefs and clemency towards his fub- 
je&s : But it would have been happy had this prince been lefs devoted to 
his pleafures, had been more fecret in his affairs, had ufed a clofer atten- 
tion and purfuit in the execution of his defigns, and had never employed 
his favourites as his minifters and generals. Charles V. on the contrary, 
had all the qualities of a great politician, but few of thofe virtues which 
have their feat in the heart, and that fhine with luftre in a private man 5 he 
was puffed up with an infatiable ambition, intereft was the foie motive of 
all his a&ions, was impenetrable in his defigns, always attentive to the dif- 
ferent difpofitions of all the princes of Europe, had a fuperiour capacity to all 
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his minifters, was happy in the choice of his generals, had no relifli for the Villiers 
pomp and luxury of entertainments, and if he was not fo chaftc as the precepts nE L’Isle 
of chriftianity might require ; he yet at leaft, in order to avoid fcandal, was 
as careful to conceal his gallantries from the penetrating eye of the cour- 
tier, as other princes of his time were to publifh theirs. In a word, he 
was in reality without faith, probity, honour, or even gratitude 5 and he yet 
ufed his utmoft endeavours, by his behaviour, to perfuadc the world that he 
poflefs'd all thofe virtues. 

It was fcarce poffiblefor two princes endow’d with fuch great qualities, 
both of them ambitious, brave, powerful, and neighbours to one another, 
to remain long in peace, or leave the reft of Europe fo. From the pictures of 
thefe two monarchs, of which we have only given the reader a sketch, he 
will cafily judge that fortune muft be obliged to declare for the abler of 
the two j and indeed Francis I. became the prey of his enemy, fo that the 
bufinefs at that time was to negotiate a peace, and the recovery of his li- 
berty. Charles V. rated them both at fo high a price, that the king great- 
ly difgufted at the hardnefs of the conditions, protefted openly that he 
would fooner refign the crown to the dauphin his fon, than tear off one of* 
its fineft flowers. 

But the regent his mother, not minding a defign which the uheafinefs 
ofhisimprifonment had occafioned, refolved to fend the dutchefs of A- 
len^on her daughter and the king's After into Spain ; (he was a princefs a- 
dorned with all the graces of nature, brought up in the intrigues of a court, 
and of as complying a temper as if fhc had not been born with that pride 
and empire, which are almoft infeparable from a multitude of charms, 
cfpecially when fupported by fo illuftrious a birth. The regent was in 
hopes, that (he would prevail with the emperor to fet the king her brother 
at liberty upon lefs hateful conditions. To affift her in this important ne- 
gotiation, (he named the archbifhop of Ambrun, known afterwards by the 
titleof the cardinal dc Tournon, the bifhop ofTarbes, afterwards cardinal 
de Grammont, and dc Selue firft prefident of the parliament of Paris. The 
writer of the annals of the order of St. John of Jerufalcm, relates, that the 
regent, thoroughly perfuaded of the grand matter's affedion for the perfon 
and fervice of the king her fon, fent him an exprefs to defire him to con- 
vey the princefs her daughter to Spain, on board the gallics of the order; 
that the marlhal de Montmorency his great nephew wrote to him about it, by 
the regent's order, in the moftpreffing terms, and that nobleman, in order to 
determine him by motives drawn from his own intcrcft to undertake the 
voyage, reprefented to him, that as his order flood in need of a fure and fixed 
fettlcment, he by his prefence, and treating in perfon with the emperor, would 
be able to get over that infinite number of difficulties, which that prince's Bofio,T. j. 
minifters in Italy ftarted, with regard to the fcofment of the ifles of Malta 1, *• p.3«* 
andGoza, and the town of Tripoli. 

The grand matter acquainted the pope with thefe difpatches of the re- 
gent : Clement, who was actually engaged in meafures with that princefs, 
highly approved the voyage ; he was defirous of the king’s liberty, perhaps 
not fo much out of regard for him, as for fear of the formidable power of 
his enemy j he flatter’d himfelf, that if they could once get Francis I. out of 
prifon, that prince, to revenge the feverity of his treatment, would not 
fail to open anew war, which fhould it but once break out between two 
fuch implacable enemies, would be the fecurity of the other fovereigns, 
and maintain a peace in the reft of Europe. The grand matter, upon his 
holinefs’s anfwer, embarked on board the gallies of the order at Civita- 1525. 
Vecchia, and went to Marfeilles, where he waited upon the regent, and June aj. 
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VuxrER* had fcvcral conferences with her, during the time he waited for the 

® E Llsta dutchefs 0 f Alen^on. 

%^Y\J The emperor's minifters alarmed and jealous of this voyage, the motive 
of which they were utter Grangers to, feized immediately on all the reve- 
nues of the order in Italy : The emperor did not fail to approve their con* 
dud j that prince was difpleafed with the grand matter and council on o- 
thcr accounts. We have already obferved, that he had offered them the 
ifles of Malta and Goza, and the town of Tripoli, for their reftdcncc $ the 
order's retarding to give him a pofitive anfwcr, made him refolve to write 
in particular to the languages of Cattile and Arragon, the knights whereof 
were born his fubjeds $ and he difpatched away a Spanifh knight to the 
council, Peter Fernandez Heredia or Errera by name, who upon his arri- 
val at Viterbo, reprefented in the emperor's name to the lords of the coun* 
cil, that from a perfuafion that the order would accept of fo coniidcrablc 
a fettlement with great fatisfadion as well as acknowledgment, he had for 
eighteen months paft delay'd providing for the fortification of thofe iflands, 
and defired that the council would tell him their fentiments plainly upon 
thofe points. The envoy added in a very arrogant manner, that if there 
was any language who (hould oppofe them, the emperor his matter would 
take his meafures accordingly. 

That prince, dazzled by aconftant feries of profperity, and grown 
more haughty by the king's imprifonment, imagin'd himfelf able to give 
laws to all the powers of Europe > and this domineering fpirit had diffus’d 
itfelf into the languages of thofe who were born in his dominions. The 
Spaniih knights were for governing in the council, and would have the 
emperor's otters accepted immediately, and the dependance and fubje&ion 
he annexed to them fubmitted to : Nay, fome of them went fo far as to in* 
finuate, that if the French would not comply with their fentiments, they 
would divide from them ; that they would fettle themfelves at Malta, inde- 
pendent even on the grand matter, and that they were in hopes of prevailing 
with the emperor to unite the order of Monteza, a Spaniih foundation, to 
their particular congregation, that they might indemnify the order foe 
what they might lofe in France, by the withdrawing of the French knights 
and commanders. 

But the council, as well as difereeteft of the Spanifh knights, who ab- 
horred a fchifm, anfwered the envoy, that the whole order was very fenit- 
ble of the generorus offers of his imperial majefty % bur that in an affair of 
fuch importance, they could not take any dedfive refolution without the 
grand matter's prefence and the pope’s exprefs confent j that they would 
write immediately to them both j that they underttood the grand matter 
was gone to the emperor's court, in order to learn from his own mouth 
what were his intentions with refpeft to the idle of Malta, and that they 
were in hopes that great prince would, for the general good and honour of 
the order, modea rtc fome of the conditions which he was for annexing to 
that fcofment. 

The council immediately difpatched away the commander Bofio for 
France, to give the grand matter advice of the fequettration which the em- 
peror's minitters had made of the eftates which belonged to the order in Ita- 
ly, and the propofals which the chevalier Errera had made before all the 
council. The grand matter deferred anfwering the council, till he had 
feen the emperor j he ordered Bofio to follow him, and fet out for Spain 
with the dutchcfs of Alcn^on, for whom the king of England had got a 
fafe conduct. 


.As 
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As loon as this princefs Was arrived at Madrid, and that the emperor Villiers' 
had difeharged the ceremonial, and paid the firft honours that were due to^^j IsLa 
her quality, he gave a private audience to the grand matter, who firft gave 
him an account of all that had patted at the liege and the furrender of Guicciardm. 
Rhodes. That great man afterwards reprefented to him the Ioffes which 1 ' ltf ’ 
the order had fuftain’d in that place, and the deplorable condition the whole 1 5 2 
body was in at that time 5 and finding the emperor was moved and affec- 
ted with flieh a number of calamities, he complain’d in the fofteft terms 
of the feizure which his minifters had made of the eftates of the Italian com- 
manderies, under pretence that in his way to Spain, he had palled through 
France, before he came to his court. To* prevent the deligns which the 
emperor in granting the ifle of Malta to the knights, might have of making 
them his vafials, he wittily infinuated to him, that tho’ they were all born 
fubje&sof different fovereigns, yet the order in general, by its profeffion, 
was independent from any of them j that a knight who was a Frenchman by 
nation, was no more devoted to the king of France than he was to his imperial 
majeAy) that the only view of their inftitution was to defend all chriftians 
alike againft the incurfions of the infidels ; that for fo many ages as the or- 
der had exifted with feme kind of glory, it had never been yet known to 
engage againft any chriftian prince in favour of another. He entered af- 
terwards into the affair of Malta, and omitting the hard conditions which 
the emperor Was for tying them down to, he told him in general, that the 
order would have long before reap'd the advantages of his imperial majefty’s 
beneficence, if they had not been with-held by hopes of recovering Rhodes j 
that there was a party formed for the execution of that enterprizc ; up- 
on which, he, with the emperor’s leave, brought the commander Bofio 
into his chamber, who gave him a very particular account of all the mea- 
fures he had taken on that account with the principal inhabitants. He 
added, that the order wanted nothing but a fum of money neccfiary to 
raiffi three or four thonfand men, and carry at the fame time arms for the 
inhabitants, whom the turks had difarmed with the utmoftftriftnefs. 

The emperor entered into the grand mailer's views j however, before* 
he engaged farther in the projeft, he advifed him to confer with the duke 
of Alva, his ableft general, about it. He added further, that in cafe that 
nobleman ihould find the execution of it pra&icable, he himfelf woulct 
freely give 25000 crowns, to facilitate its fucccls; that he wiflied the o- 
ther potentates of chriftendom would likewife contribute to it } but that if, 
after all, the project Ihould not happen to fucceed, the order might never- 
thelefs depend upon having the ifle of Malta for their fettlement and as 
an earned of his fricndlhip, he immediately order’d a full and entire rtfti- 
tution to be made of all the revenues which his minifters had fcqucftered 
in Italy. The grand matter, who was very fenfible that monarchs will ne- 
ver own themfelves to be in the wrong, thanked him for that aft of his 
juftice, in as handfome and grateful a manner, as if he had received a fa- 
vour from him. He begg’d leave before he left him, to wait upon the king 
of France 5 which the emperor readily granted him, in hopes that the grand 
matter might contribute to the negotiation of a peace. 

A H officer of his guards, by his order, conduced him to the apartment 
of Francis I. That prince was not guarded like a prifoner of war, but 
rather like a ftare-criminal. Charles V. altho’ the king’s vaffal, in order 
tto extort an immenfc ranfom, and the exorbitant conditions from 
his lord, did hisutmoft to make his imprifonment infupportable to him. 

Such harlh and unworthy ufage threw Francis I. into a deep melancholy, 

Which was fuccceded by a violent fever. The arrival of the princefs his 

fitter. 
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Vii.lie** fitter, who was very dear to him, gave him the firft emotions of joy ever 
pe I/Ist e ttnee his misfortune. His health grew better, and the grand matter being 
introduced into his room at this jun&ure, he embraced him very affe&io- 
nately, extolled the brave defence he had made at Rhodes, and ordered the 
minifters who accompanied the princefs his fitter, not to treat of any arti- 
cle in their negotiations with the emperor’s minifters, without firft com- 
municating it to the grand matter. He was admitted into all their confe- 
rences, where he a£ted as a mediator. His dignity and great reputation, 
his prudence and excellent capacity, greatly enforc’d his remonftrances, 
and he left no expedient untried in order to reconcile the interefts of 
thofe two princes, and engage them by a folid peace to unite their arms a- 
gainft the common enemy of the chriftians. The dutchefs of Alen^on, on 
her fide, employ’d all the charms of her wit, in order to conquer the em- 
peror’s harlhnefs and obftinacy 5 but that prince, who was regardlefs of e- 
very thing but his intereft, and who fancied that as the king was his pri- 
foner he might foon make himfclf matter of a part of France } befides the 
renunciations which the king offered to make of his rights to the Milanefe 
and kingdom of Naples, as well as to the homage of the counties of Flan- 
ders andArtois, and alfo an immenfe fum of money ; infilled likewife on 
the dutchy of Burgundy, in order to enable himfelf, in cafe the war fhould 
break out again, to fall with his troops into France, and march up to the 
gates of Paris. The king, who was highly fenfible of the importance of 
this alienation, rejc&ed the propofition with great refolution 5 and to {hew 
the emperor that he would rather renounce his liberty, than fo confidcrablc 
a branch of his crown, he refolved to part with the princefs his fitter, and 
deprive himfclf of her company, though it was the only comfort he had 
left. He made her fet out on her return for France, and fhe was likewife 
obliged to it upon fome private advices which fhe received, that the em- 
peror fought nothing but a pretence to give orders for her being arretted. . 

Charles V. the moft artful prince of his time, had purpofely fpun 
out the negotiations, in order that the fafe-condud which he had granted 
her might be expired. He was furpriz'd at the princefs’s departure, and he 
fent orders to the frontiers of Spain to flop her the very day that the term of 
her fafe-condud ttiould be at an end 5 but the princefs being well informed 
of this trick which he defign’d to play her, travelled as many miles in one 
day upon the fame road in her return, as fhe had done in four at her co- 
ming into Spain. This expedition, and Clermont de Lodcve’s arrival oil 
the frontier, with a large convoy, on the laft day of the fafe-condud, hin- 
dered the emperor's officers from making any attempt to feize her perfon j 
fo that the emperor could not gain any advantage by his artifice. 

The departure of the princefs did not any way cool the grand matter’s 
zeal and good offices in promoting a peace. He frequently reprefented the 
1525. neceffity of it to the emperor and his minifters ; declaring that whilft that 
BoC 1. 3 . prince’s arms were employ’d againft France, Solyman was pufhing his con- 
P- quefts in Hungary, and opening himfelf a way to penetrate into Auftria 

and the hereditary countries. On the other fide, when he was got with 
the king, he made him fenfible how neccffary his prefence was in his king- 
dom, but prov'd to him at the fame time that the emperor would never give 
him his liberty, unlefs he made a refignation of the dutchy of Burgundy. 
In fine, he managed both thofe princes fo fuccefsfully, that he brought 
them to agree to a treaty of peace. Francis I. perfuaded that he could 
not alienate the demefne of his crown, and that conditions extorted during 
a fevere captivity were never valid, made a fecrct proteft againft the violence 
offered him by his vaffal, and figned every thing they prefented to him. 

3 Twas 
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Twas agreed that the king (hould be conduced back into his kingdom Vittnat 
on the tenth of February, and that for a fure guaranty of the treaty, he® E L’lst* 
(hould give the two princes his fons in hoftage ; and alfo feveral other arti- 
des which are foreign to this work. The grand rti after, who was ever 
vigilant to promote the interefts of religion, got an article inferted in it, 
which was, that the emperor, and king of France, (hould join in folli- 
citing the pope to fet on foot a crufade againft the infidels, and (hould 
themfelves contribute to it to the utmoft of their power. 

After the treaty was (tgned, the emperor and the king had feveral 
interviews $ but their vifits were like thofe of reconciled enemies, and 1 
were made with more politenefs than itneerity. The firft time that the em- 
peror went to fee the king, he would needs take the grand m after, whom he 
called his father, along with him. We meet with a remarkable circum- 
ftance, viz. that thofe two great princes being out together, the emperor, 
as they were to pafs thro’ a door, offered the king the precedence, which 
that prince refufed ; whereupon they called the grand mafter to decide it. 

“ I pray God,” faid the venerable old man, “ that there may never be any 
“ difference of greater confequence between your majefties and then di- 
recting his difeourfe to the king of France 5 “ No body,” fays he to him^fi^T.j. 
“ Sir, difputes but that the emperor is the firft prince in chriftendom ; but 1 . 3* p. 4 v 
“ as you are in his dominions, and in his palace, you ought not in my o- 

pinion decline the honours which he thinks himfclf obliged to (hew to 
u the greateft monarch in Europe.” This anfwer, which was as fubtle as 
it was judicious, fatisfied both parties ; the emperor efpecially was exceed- 
ingly pleafed with it : He honoured him afterwards with feveral marks of 
diftinCtion, and whenever he was giving audiences from his throne, he 
would make the grand mafter fit under the fame canopy with himfclf. In 
fine, when the grand mafter, after the king’s departure, took leave of him 
to return into Italy to Viterbo, he made him frefh promifes of the ifland 
of Malta, and likewife allured him that he would leave that affair to the 
pope, who (hould be arbitrator of the conditions and terms of the fcof- 
ment. 

But before the grand mafter left Spain, he, by his prudence, put an id. iu 
end to a difpute that was rifen in Portugal, relating to the great priory of 
Crato. Since the lofs of Rhodes, and retreat of the convent to Viterbo, 
feveral European princes, not well affe&ed to the order, and under pretence 
that it did not fend any morefquadrons out, as its inftitution required, againft 
the infidels, feizedonthe revenues of the commanderies ; or clfe in viola- 
tion of the ftatutes of the order, and the rights of feniority, difpofed of 
them in favour of fuch knights as were mod agreeable to them. The pri- 
ory of Crato falling vacant by the death of John de Menefes, the king of 
Portugal, in prejudice of the chevalier Gonfalvo de Piementel, beftowed 
it upon prince Lewis his brother j and to make Piementel fome amends, 
offered him a yearly penfion of 9000 livres. The Portugueze knights, un- 
willing to bear with fuch an infringement of their rights, refufed to own 
Don Lewis; the king incenfcd at their oppofition, threaten'd to feize all 
the eftates belonging to the order within his dominions, and pretending 
that they ftaid at Viterbo in a date of inactivity, contrary to what their fta- 
tutes obliged them to, he declared that he would employ the revenues in 
a holy war againft the Moors of Barbary. 

The grand mafter judicioufiy fuppofing that fuch a proceedure, tho’ very 
unjuft, might yet be a dangerous precedent with refpeCfc to other princes, 
made up the affair. He thought that it was beft, at fuch an unhappy juncture, 
to dificmble an iiijuftice which he had not the power to redrefs : He con- 
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Viixisrs fented that Don Lewis fhould keep the adminiftration of the priory, by way 
be L’Isle G f commcndam 5 but he, in exchange, obtained of the king an authen- 
tick confirmation of all the rights and privileges of his order. That prince 
engaged folemnly that he would never trouble the knights again in the en- 
joyment of the commanderies, which fhould fall to every one according to 
his rank of feniority. And as the enterprize of Rhodes was the only end 
and view, in which all the grand mailer's dcfigps centered, it was ftipula- 
tcd in the fame treaty, that for carrying on that holy war, the king fhould 
furnifh the order with 1 jooo crufado’s, a fort of filvcr money, worth at 
that time about four livres and an half. 

Scarce was the grand matter returned into France, when news came 
that Henry VIII. king of England, on the very fame pretence that the king 
of Portugal had made ufe of, and as if the order had been entirely extirpa- 
ted by the lofs of Rhodes, had prevented the commander Wefton from ta- 
king poffeffion of the grand priory of that kingdom > and even pretended 
to unite the revenues of all the commanderies to the crown, or oblige all 
the Englifh knights to ferve as a garrifon to Calais. Thefc odious preten- 
lions were a fenfible affliction to the grand matter j he faw with grief, that 
the ettates of his order, notwithftanding his indefatigable endeavours to 
the contrary, were going infenfibly to be made a prey to princes and their 
courtiers. The popes, under colour of being its fovereigns, had fome 
time before affirmed to themfelves the power of nominating to the grand 
priory of Rome, and to the commanderies that fell vacant within the patri- 
mony of St. Peter, and their other territories : That on the other fide, 
the emperor’s minitters in Italy feized on the richcft benefices without any 
manner of feruplej and fancied they did a favour to the order, by putting 
on its crofs, as a mark that they enjoy’d them only by virtue of the title of 
knights. In this general pillage and defolation, the grand matter applied 
himfelf to the king of France,, the only prince of chrittendom, as we may 
fay, who amidft all the misfortunes that had happened to the order of Sr. 
John, treated it with the fame efteem and affe&ion with which he had always 
diftinguilh'd it. 

The grand matter, when he fent the prior of St. Giles, and the com- 
mander de Bourbon, obliged them to take the French court in their way. 
Thefe deputies, or, if you pleafe, embaffadors, befought that prince in his 
name, to employ his interett with Henry VIII. in behalf of the order. Ac- 
cordingly the king wrote to him about it in the moft prefling terms, and ob- 
ferved in his letter, that the xeafon why the order had not, iince the lofs 


of Rhodes, been able to continue making war upon the infidels, was on- 
ly for want of ports to fit out their fhips ; that they were adually treating 
for the ifle of Malta, and he intreated him in the moft preffing terms to 
contribute to their fettlement in that place ; that as foon as the head con- 
vent and place of arms for the order fhould be fixed there, the knights 
would immediately be out at fea according to their profeffion $ and that 
the Englifh merchants his fubje&s might perhaps be the firft, who w.ould 
experience how ufeful that military body was to all chrittendom in general, 
though independent on any particular chriftian prince. 

But thefe confiderations, which were fo very rcafonable in themfelves, 
and all the offices of that great prince, had little influence on the king of 
England 5 he had no manner of regard to the memorials, which the two 
embaffadors prefented to him ; nay, he proceeded further, and forbad them 
to carry either money or effefts, arifing from the ettates of the order, out 
of his dominions ; and difmiffed the envoys pretty abruptly, without any 
great regard to their chara&er. Thefe minitters, upon their return, giving 

the 


Digitized by ^.ooQie 



THE KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 27 

the grand mafter an accountrof the ill fuccefs of their negotiation, told him Viixiers 
they fancied they had difeovered the true fource of this fliamefulinjuftice, ° E ^ IsLE 
and that it arofe from the referitment of that prince, the proudeft monarch vJ/VV-/ 
of his age, who was offended that the grand maftcr had vifited the emperor, 
and the king of France, without paying him the fame compliment ; nor was 
\ this conjecture altogether groundlcfs. Though the dominions of Henry 
VIII. were not fo large as thofe of Charles V. and Francis I. he was not 
lels formidable to thofe two princes upon that account, whofe power he 
ballanced by turns, always falling in with that party, which his intereft led 
him to take in their difputes: This fubtle conduct was the reafon of his be- 
ing courted by both thofe princes, who were very careful to treat him 
with great refpeft. The important part he aded in the affairs of Europe, 
the abfolute authority he had acquired in his own dominions, though the laws 
are more refpeded there than thefovereign, and his skill in always bringing 
the parliaments into his meafures ; all this, I fay, made him confider him- 
felf, and exped to be confider’d by others as the arbiter of chriftendom. 

The grand mafter could hardly at firft perfuade himfelf that the omiflion of 
a formality, and of a ceremony which he was not obliged to, could poflibly 
raife that prince's refentment, and put him upon treating the order in fo 
harfh a manner : But after all, as the mod powerful princes, efpecially 
fuch as reign with defpotic fway, are bred up in flattery, and feldom 
breathe any air, but what is fwell’d with pride and vanity, the grand mafter 
thought he fhould come off at an eafy rate enough, provided he could but 
by fo flight a condefcenfion, get the eftates of his order reftored. The ve- 
nerable old man therefore, without regarding either his age, or the feverity 
ofthefeafon, fet out for England, fending the commander Bofio before, the 
ableft negotiator at that time in the order, and perhaps in all chriftendom. 

The commander applied himfelf firft to Cardinal Wolfey, the king of Eng- 
land’s firft minifter, to whom he delivered a letter from the grand mafter ; 
intreating him to prefent Bofio to the king, and ufe his credit with that 
prince to promote the intcrefts of the order. The cardinal procured him an 
audience; Bofio prefented the grand matter's letter to Henry VIII. telling 
him at the fame time, that he was coming on purpofe from Italy to pay his 1524, 
refpefts to him j but thought it his duty not to enter his dominions, with- j«n. 1. 
out firft knowing whether it would be agreeable to him. Henry, pacified 
by this ftep, anfwcrcd, that he had the utmoft veneration for the grand 
matter’s perfon j that he fhould be delighted to fee fo great a captain, but 
that he was forry he had fet out in fo fharp a feafon 5 that however he fhould 
at all times be received in his dominions with all the refped that was due to 
his dignity and merit. The king fent Bofio back to the grand mafter, 
whom he found at the court of France, and delivered him two letters, one 
from the king, the other from his minifter, dated Feb. 25. both of them 
in very obliging terms, and inviting him to come as foon as poflible into 
England. He immediately went thither, and after having retted himfelf 
for fomedays in the commandery or priory of St.John, he fet out for the 
court, attended by the great crofles, commanders, and knights of England 
and Scotland, who were come from different places to wait upon him. 

This retinue was numerous and magnificent, and to make itsfplen- 
dor ftill greater, the king fent fome of the moft confiderable lords of his 
court a great way before to meet him on the way. With this noble con- 
voy he was introduced into the palace : Henry gave him a very gracious 
reception, and the fpeftators obferved that he beheld him with an earneft- 
nefs and attention, which the fight of a prince, whofe valour and conduft 
had made him equally famous in Europe and Afia, may naturally infpire. 

The 
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Vim.ier« The grand matter paid him all the civilities which he thought due to fo pow- 

be L’Isle er f u i a monarch, but did not think it proper to enter into any detail of the 
affairs which had brought him into England ? he went no farther than to 
defire of that prince in general terms his proteftion for the order : All that 
the king faid, confifted only in elogiums on the defence of Rhodes, which, 
he faid, was more glorious than the conqueft of an entire province $ and 
when the grand matter was for withdrawing, the king ordered his officers 
to lodge him in his palace, where he was ferved with a magnificence fuita- 
ble to his rank and the efteem the king had for fo illuftrious a gueft. 

They afterwards had feveral private conferences together concerning 
the fiege of Rhodes, and a proper place for fixing the convent. The grand 
matter declar’d to him, that notwithftanding the formidable power of So- 
lyman, the order would ftill have been miftrefs of Rhodes, had the chri- 
ftian princes vouchfafed to fend the leaft fuccour thither. He continu'd to 
relate how being in want of provifions and ammunition, particularly of 
powder, and after having feen the greateft part of his knights, and alfo of 
the inhabitants, fall in the defence of the place, and that the Turks had 
puttied their works to the very middle of the city, he had found himfelf 
reduced to the latt extremity, and was forced to abandon them the little 
ground that was left him ; how he had embarked with the poor remains of 
his fortune, and had been attacked with terrible ttorms in his voyage 3 how 
thinking to find a place of refuge in the port of Mcttina, he had been driven 
thence by the plague 3 how pope Clement had allow’d him to retire to Vi- 
terbo, till he might meet with a fixed and fecure place for his reiidence ; how 
the plague had driven them thence a fecond time 3 how part of the knights 
of the convent had been received in the town of Nice, by the duke of Sa- 
voy's confent, and the vettels and gallies of the order put into the port of 
Villa-Franca ; how therett of the knights were by hispermillion difperfed 
over the feveral provinces of chriftcndom, where the order had any com- 
manderies j how the plague being abated at Viterbo, they had affembled 
there again, under the protection of the holy fee 5 and how in this uncer- 
tain and deplorable fituation the emperor made him a generous offer of the 
ittands of Malta and Gozaj but that his minitters were clogging this dona- 
tion with conditions that were incompatible with the independance fo ne- 
ceflary to be preferved in his order : for the (knights could not own any 
one particular prince for their fovereign, without rendering themfelvcs fuf- 
pefted to the rett : He moreover added, that he had not loft all hopes of 
recovering Rhodes, that a party was aftually formed there for driving out 
the Turks 5 that the principal inhabitants of the ifland, as well as fome offi- 
cers of the garrifon, were engaged in the confpiracy $ that the ordet 
wanted nothing to make the attempt, but the neccffary funds for levying 
troops, and fitting out the (hips of the order 3 that in cafe the pro) eft Ihould 
not fucceed, he would accept of Malta, and that he hoped the emperor's 
generofity would extend fo far, as not to infift upon a fubjeftion from the 
order, which would give a fatal ftroke to their liberty, and that fpirit of 
neutrality which the knights profeffed. 

The king of England thought the defign of re-conquering Rhodes, was 
a proj eft highly worthy of the grand matter's courage and valour 3 and he, 
in order to have fome (hare in fo noble an enterprize, promifed him 20000 
crowns, the value of which he paid afterwards in artillery and fire-arms. 
They no longer talk'd of feizing or fequeftiing the eftates of the order, 
much lefs of difpofing of the priories and commanderies 5 all that the king 
defir'd of the grand matter, was, to confer the grand priory of Ireland up- 
on the Turcopilier, brother John Ranfon by name, who had been very fer- 
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viceable to that prince in the government of thatifland, whofe gentle ad- Vitus** 
miniftration had been very instrumental in polishing and civilizing its inha- DE 
bitants, who were at that time not many degrees above favages. 

The grand matter, in order to (hew his complaifance to a king, with 
whom the order was To much obliged, for intereft fake, to keep due 
mcafures, engaged the Chevalier Babington to relign the priory of Ireland 
to Ranfon, who by way of exchange made a resignation to him of the 
commandery of Dincmor, and the dignity of Turcopilier. The grand 
matter brought them likewife to a further agreement, viz. that if Babing-' 
ton Should come to be grand prior of England, he Should be obliged to 
pay Ranfon a penlion of 1 800 livres. The king feemed extremely pleafed 
at the grand matter’s readinefs and exaftneSs in executing what he had re- 
quired of him : he returned him thanks for it, confirmed all the privileges 
of his order, and when that prince took leave of him to return into Italy, 
he fent him in his own and the queen’s name a bafon and cup of malfy 
gold, fet with precious ftones, which the grand matter afterwards lodged 
in the treafury of the order. 

The grand matter returned into Italy with the fatisfaftion of having 
maintained the rights and privileges of his order in France, Spain, Portugal, 
and England ; and in hopes of getting from the refpettive Sovereigns of thofe 
countries, particularly from the pope, a body of troops Sufficient to carry 
his point in the enterprize of Rhodes. But whilft the illuftrious old man 
was palling through the principal courts of Europe, various revolutions 
happen’d at Rome, which would not allow him to depend any longer on 
the Succours which the pope had promifed him. We have before ob- 
ferv’d that Clement, in order to ballance the power of Charles V. who 
was grown formidable Since his gaining the battel of Pavia, had made a 
league with the kings of France and England, the Venetians, Sforza duke 
of Milan, and the Florentines, for the fecurity and liberty of Italy. They 
called it The Holy League , becaufe the pope was at the head of it : that 
pontiff, like moft of his predeceffors, was afraid of nothing fo much as 
of the re-eftabliShment of the imperial authority in Italy. But the exploits 
of this league, through the different interests 6f the allies, were no ways 
anfwerable to the ardor with which it was form'd. 

The emperor, by the afliftance of the Colonna’s his partifans, railed a 
civil war in the pope's territories 3 and that pontiff, who was afraid of the 
cxpencc which it would nccefiarily put him to, fuffering himfelf to be 
amufed by a treaty which he made with the emperor’s minifters and the 
Colonna’s, disbanded the troops which he had in Romagna. His enemies 
feeing him difarmed, not having the leaft regard to their faith, or the 
treaty they had juft Signed, entered Rome in an hoftile manner. Cardinal 
Pompeio Colonna, the moft inveterate of all the pope’s enemies, was at 
the head of the rebels : fome have pretended that his delign was againft 
tfic pontiff’s life, flattering himfelf that by his death, and by force of Guicdardia: 
arms he Should get himfelf placed in the pontifical chair. The pope had l- <7- 
only juft time enough to fly to the cattle of St. Angelo : but as there was 
not provisions within the place fuSficientto hold out for any considerable 1 * 2 ' 
time, he was forced to fubmit to his enemies terms. They obliged him 
to Sign a truce for four months with the emperor, to pardon the Colon- 
na’s, and to give hottages for the performance of hispromife. But he was 
no Slave to it 3 and as Soon as he had received a fupply from the king of 
England, he took up arms again, he broke the truce, under pretence that 
they had made him Sign it, with a dagger as it were at his throat 3 and that 
the Colonna's in particular, who were vaSTals of the holy fee, could not 
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oblige their fovereign to capitulate. To revenge the infult which they 
had offered him, he began to (hew his refcntment by a folcmn deprivation 
of Pompeio Colonna from the dignity of cardinal, and caufed likewife 
the troops, which he had juft levied for his fecurity, to march againft the 
lords of that family. Vitelli his general ravaged their lands, plunder'd 
the towns and caftles belonging to that houfe, demolifhed their walls, and 
left the moft dreadful marks of their mafter’s refentment wherever they 
came. 

All Italy was a prey to the fcvcral armies of the emperor and the con- 
federates : 'twould be impofliblc to deferibe the plunderings, the violen- 
ces, and the inhumanities, which fuch a multitude of foldiers of different 
nations exercifed in thofe provinces where each party was the ftrongeft. 
The foldiers frequently had nothing but licentioufnefs and impunity for 
their pay ; and the generals did not fo much confult the orders they re- 
ceived from their refpe&ive fovercigns, as they did the feveral methods of 
procuring fubfiftence for their troops. 

The conftabie of Bourbon, a prince of the blood of France, who,' 
inraged at finding himfelf perfecuted by the mother of Francis I. had gone 
over to the emperor’s party, not being in a condition to pay the body of 
troops which he commanded 5 he, in order to put a flop to the clamours 
of his foldiers, promifed them the plunder of one of the richeft cities in 
Italy, without making any further declaration of the enterprize he had in 
view. We have heard but of few generals who like him gain’d the entire 
confidence, and an abfolute authority over their foldiers, without having 
any money to pay them with ; but a certain air of grandeur, which flows 
from an illuftrious birth, and which never fails to command refpeft 5 his 
furprizing valour, his skill in the art of war, and his eafy and familiar be- 
haviour, which yet was never derogatory to his dignity, had gained him 
the affe&ion of his foldiers, who loved’ him even to adoration : fo that 
they all fwore, fays Brantomc, to follow him wherever he fhould lead the 
way, tho it were to the devil. 

The march of this army, which advanced with great diligence towards 
Tufcany, terrified the pope, and he relapfed into his ufual uncertainties. 
The emperor’s minifters made their advantage of it, and endeavour’d to 
perfuade him that he would find no folid advantages, nor indeed any kind 
of fecurity, but in a ftri €t alliance with their mafter. 

Clement, though he had been already tricked by thofe very mini- 
fters, as was juft now feen, was neverthelefs very fond of believing them, 
and glad to disburthen his mind of thofe irrefolutions which fhewed him 
the danger he was in, without fhewing him at the fame time how he fhould 
prevent it ; he figned a new truce. Lannoy, Viceroy of Naples, whom 
he treated with, alfured him that he had no occaiton to be under any further 
apprehenflons from Bourbon and the reft of the emperor’s generals. He 
flattered himfelf with this hope, and looked upon this treaty as an invin- 
cible barrier, which the imperial troops could never break through, in 
order to fall upon the lands of the church. But Bourbon, whether in 
concert with Lannoy, or contrary to the fentiments of that minifter, is 
uncertain, continued his march, and appeared foon at the gates of Rome. 
He began by fealadp, and as he himfelf was clapping a ladder to the wall, 
he was foot by a musket-ball, and died two hours after. His foldiers, en- 
raged at the death of their general, forced the defendants to quit the wall, 
threw themfelves into the city fword in hand, and killed all that came in 
their way. They then difperfed themfelves into the feveral quarters of it, 
broke into the houfes, and without regarding either dignity, age or fex. 
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they committed fuch cfucltles and outrages as the mod barbarous na- 
tions could hardly have been thought to perpetrate. What is ftill more deplo- 
rable, is, that this dreadful feene lafted not only twenty four hours, as 
ufually happens to places taken by ftorm ; but the imperialifts daily re- 
peated the lame violences for upwards of two months afterwards, and 
did not flick to commit facrilege, rapes, nor murders in cold blood, in 
order to gratify their avarice and fenfuality. 

The pope with thirteen cardinals took refuge in the caftlc of St. Angelo, 
but was foon inverted ; he held out however for near a month with the 
troops he had, but afterwards provifions failing him, he was obliged to 
capitulate a fecond time with his enemies. 

The conditions of this new treaty would have been fcandalous, had 
they not been neccflary : the imperialifts infilled that he fhould engage to 
pay the fum of 400000 ducats, in order to pay the army 5 requiring more- 
over, that he Ihould continue a prifoner, till he had paid the third part 
of the fumj that he Ihould afterwards be carried to the caftle of Naples, 
to wait till the emperor’s pleafure was known, with relation to the difpo- 
fing of his perfonj and that he Ihould deliver up the caftles of St. Angelo, 
Olfia, CivitaVecchia, Caftelana, and the towns of Parma, Piacenza and 
Modena. 

Charles V. was greatly delighted to fee one of his greateft ene- 
mies fall a fecond time into his hands $ but he, far from difeovering any 
thing that might betray the real fentiments of his mind, did, from a regard 
to religion, conceal ’em under the fpccious appearances of a fenfible 
affliction : fo that at the firft news he had of the pope’s imprifonment, 
he, as if he had been taken captive by the Turks or Corfairs, put on 
mourning in a publick manner, and ordered folemn proceflions to be 
made over all Spain, to pray to God for his liberty : art affectation which 
he carried to too great lengths, and t which impos’d on no body, even 
among his own fubjeCts, unlefs it were the common people. 

Whilst this comedy was aCting in Spain in a manner fo unbecom- 
ing the character of a great emperor, he, for fear his prifoner Ihould make 
his efeape, fent orders to Rome, to have him put under the guard of ah 
old Spanilh officer, Alarcon by name, who had been entrufted with that 
of Francis I. at Madrid. This officer behav’d himfelf in as furly a man- 
ner towards the pope, as he had done towards the king of France } and 
carried himfelf towards a prifoner of his confcquence, not like a foldicr 
or an officer, but rather like a goaler of criminals, or a commander of 
gally-flaves. But what gave the pontiff ftill more concern than the plun- 
dering of Rome, and his imprifonment, was the news he heard, that the 
Florentines, upon the firft account of what had parted at Rome, had juft 
before drove all the houfeof Medicisnot only out of the city, but alfo 
out of the whole flatc of Florence, under pretence that it had too un- 
limited a power and authority in that place. 

N a y, to fuch lengths did the fpirit of party proceed, as to tear down the 
arms of this family, in all places where they had been fet up : all which 
was done at the inftigation of the emperor’s minifters. The pope alfo 
was afraid left his goaler Ihould have had private orders to difpatch him j 
but we muft do him the jufticc to fay, that he was not capable of com- 
mitting fo great a crime, and that though he kept the pope very dofcly 
Ihut up without allowing him the leaft indulgence in his imprifonment, 
yet that this was no more than the refult of his own rough and diftruftful 
temper. An hiftorian has indeed told us, that cardinal Colonna prefled him 
fcveral times to make away with the pontiff ; that cardinal, who was all 
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on fire for revenge, had alfo another motive for. it, by hoping to make 
that aft of vengeance a ftep towards his own promotion. But whether 
this officer might have been juftly (hock’d at the dreadful villany of the 
propofal, or that he was afraid, that by the pope’s death, he Ihould lofe 
his part of his ranfom ; be that I fay, as it will, 'tis certain that he al- 
ways reje&ed that bloody cardinal's infamous follicitations with an in- 
vincible conftancy and resolution, and that all the time the pope remained 
in his cuftody, he was as careful of preferving his life, as he was to prevent 
his making an efcape. 

The grand matter, who was the pope’s particular friend, and had both 
a great affe&ion for his perfon, and the warmeft for his intereft, was 
fenfibly concerned at his misfortunes : Moreover, the open enmity be- 
tween him and the emperor, his imprifonment, the breaking out of the 
war in all the provinces of Italy, the Chare that moft of the fovereigns of 
Europe had in it, the leagues and treaties which were negotiating at the 
fame time on all fides, fcarce left the knights of St. John any room to 
hope that the emperor would, in the hurry of thefe affairs and the tu- 
mults of war, fuffer the affair of Malta to come upon the carpet j or par- 
ticularly, that a prince of his ambition, and infatiably thirfting after do- 
minion, could be prevailed with to give up any thing of that kind of 
vaffalfhip which he was for annexing to the feoffment of the ifland. The 
greateft part of the knights, efpecially the French, for fear of falling un- 
der the power of Charles V. fhewed as much averfion for Malta as the 
Spaniards did eagernefs for their fettling there. The grand matter juftly 
confider’d that no body was able but the pope, by his good offices to ob- 
tain a pure and abfolute grant of it from the emperor ; but then, that Co 
long as that pontiff fhould be at variance with the emperor, he either 
would not intermeddle in it at all, or if he did, it would be to no manner 
of purpofe. ’Twas refolved therefore in the council of the order, to wait 
and fee what time might produce in their favour, in what manner the 
affairs of Europe would clear up, what fate would attend the pope, and 
what refolution would be proper for them finally to take with refped 
to Rhodes or Malta. 

N o t to mention the great difparity there was between thefe two 
Iflands, with refped to largcnefs, the extent of their dominion and in- 
trinfic riches j the grand matter, uneafy at being a melancholy witnefs of 
the continual wars that raged between the chrittian princes, wifhed him- 
fclf far remov’d into the fartheft parts of Alia, and his heart was entire- 
ly fix’d upon the affair of Rhodes j nor was it long before he had news 
of it. 

Eutimius the Greek metropolitan of the Ifland, the primum mobile 
of the enterprize, was as uneafy as any head of a party could poffibly be, 
at the dilatorinefs of the affair; and fearing to be difeovered, had fent 
exprefs after exprefs to the grand matter, in order to procure intelligence, 
and haften the execution of it. The grand matter wrote back to him j 
that the order not being able of it felf to defray the expence of fo great 
an armament as was neceffary for fuch an attempt, he himfelf had 
been obliged to go into France, Spain and England to follicit fuccours $ 
that they were actually fitting out the two great carracks.of the order; 
that they had likewife three gallies upon the flocks; that France had fup- 
plied him with gally-flaves, and England with cannon and artillery ; that 
he was obliged to be prefent at a general chapter of his order which he 
had called at Viterbo, but that he hoped to be foon able to appear before 
Rhodes with a fleet and body of troops ftrong enough to drive out 
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the infidels. He fentthis letter by the commander Bofio, embaflador and Villiers 
negotiator general of all the affairs of the order, and ordered him to go a 
fecond time into the eaft, to learn the difpofition of the people, and 
alfo to take, in concert with the principal inhabitants of the ifiand, the 
laft meafures for the execution of that important projeft. The continual 
wars that infefted all Europe, prevented the knights that lay at the grea- 
teft diftancc from Italy, from coming to the chapter: the grand maftcr 
Opened it with a difeourfe which was equally folemn and pathctick. He 
put the aflcmbly in mind of the lofs of Rhodes, and took notice of the 
difpofition of moft of the knights, the ftorms they had palled through, the 
plague and ficknefs that hadharalTed the convent, the greedinefs of the 
feculars to grafp at, and feize on the eftates of the order; and the fear of 
worfe evils for the future, if they did not prevent ’em by a fixed refi- 
dence in fome fea-port, by the convenience of which, the knights might 
again carry on war againft the infidels, and thereby take away from 
all thofc princes, who were ill affefted to their body, all manner of 
pretence to feize on their revenues. He next took occafion to mention 
his old age, the cruifings and voyages he had made, the long and tedious 
fatigues and labours that he had undergone, the calamities of the time 
and the publick miferies: “ Muft I, cried this great man, furvive the lofs 
“ of Rhodes, for no other end than to be a witnefs, and at the period of 
“ my life, of the fcattering, and perhaps the utter ruin of an order, 

“ whofe inftitution is of fo facred a nature, and whofe government is 
“ confided to me 1” When at laft d hefting his difeourfe to all the knights, 
he befought them in the moft prefiing terms, in the name of their prede- 
ceflors, the founders of the order, and by the blood which they them- 
fclves and their brethren had fo lately fhed in the defence of Rhodes, 
to put an end to their divifions, which could not but be very fatal to the 
order $ and to be unanimous in their choice of a port for the future rc- 
fidence of the Convent. 

This moving difeourfe, his hair grown white in war, his perfeft difi * 

intereftednefs, his unbounded zeal and affeftion for the prefervation of 
the order, melted the hearts of the whole affembly : and as the affair of 
Rhodes had been communicated only to two or three of the principal of 
the council, all the voices of the feveral nations united for applying to 
the emperor for a grant of the Me of Malta, free from all fubjeftion, 
and on condition only of having a folemn mafs faid every year in me- 
mory of that benefaftion on the day that the donation fiiould be made, 
and of fending a faulcon to the viceroy of Sicily, but without any depu- 
tation, and by any meflenger they (hould think proper. 

Upon this, deputies were immediately difpatch’d to the court of Ma- 
drid, with orders to treat with the emperor's minifters on thefe condi- 
tions: but they found them much colder and. differ than they had been, 
told they would be. Whatever inclination (he emperor had at firft (hew- 
ed to„cftablifti the order of St.John in the ifle of Malta, to make ufe of 
it ds a bulwark to fecure Sicily and the fea-coaft of the kingdom of Na- 
ples, from the incurfions of the infidels 1 they had fince filled him with 
apprehenfions, that as in the prefeat juncture, he was in war with France, 
the grand maftcr being a Frenchman born, would receive the fleets of 
Francis I. and his confederates into his ports, and favour their enterprizes. 

Befidcs, the emperor had as ftrong fufpicions of the attachment of the 
knights to the intereft of the hoLy fee. On the .other fide, the principal 
deputy of the order, who was entrufted with the fecret of the affair, and 
who knew that the grand maftcr was (till in hopes of recovering Rhodes, 
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was not very preifing in the negotiation j fo that by the different views 
of thofe that managed it, it was fpun out a great while longer, and e- 
very body law plainly that this great affair would not be adjufted till 
fuch time a general peace fhould be concluded, or at leaft till the pope 
Ihould have recovered his liberty, and made a pretended or real reconci- 
liation with the emperor. 

This however was thought as yet to be at a very great diftancc j but 
the French army commanded by the marlhal de Lautrec, which was ad- 
vancing towards Rome, haftened the condulton of it. This army con- 
lifted of 26000 foot, and i®oo men of arms, without including the light 
horfe. On the other fide, there was at Rome no more than the 
dregs of the Spanilh and German troops that had facked that great city : 
the plunder and booty which the foldiers had got there, made a great 
number of them defert 5 nor had they loft a lefs number by excellive drink- 
ing, debauchery, and the contagious diftempers, which infefting various 
quarters of Italy at that time, compleated the ruin of this army. 

The emperor therefore feeing that he could not hinder the French from 
fetting the pope at liberty, was delirous of having the honour of doing it 
himfclf. But as his intereft was far fuperior to any private views of gene- 
rofity, he ordered his minifters in their treating with him about it, to get 
all the advantages from him that they could. Hugo de Moncada, who was 
pitched upon for this negotiation, told him, that he had orders from the 
emperor to fet him at liberty $ and to give him lomc little carneft of it, 
his confinement was lefs ftrift. The firft thing he infilled on, was, that he 
fhould difengage himfclf from the league, and aft, as became him, the 
part of the common father to all chriftians. There was little difficulty on 
this article : the pope, who was not very fcrupulous as to his word, would, 
to extricate himfelf out of thofe difficulties under which he labour’d, have 
ligned new treaties every day of his life. But they likewife demanded Hyp- 
polito and Alclfandro de Medicis as hoftages, by way of furety for his exe- 
cution of the treaty. The imperial minifter went further, and declared, 
that it was impoffible for him to compleat his liberty, tho’ his mafter was 
fo very much delirous of it, till he had paid down the 400000 ducats fti- 
pulated in the former treaty 3 and that without this previous condition he 
was afraid left the emperor’s foldiers, who were moft of themLutherans, and 
afett of ungovernable fellows, fhould make an attempt on his holinefs’s 
perfon. 

That pontiff underftood his meaning very well j but he was more a- 
fraid of Moncada himfelf, than of his foldiers. He, therefore, in order 
to get as foon as poffiblc out of their hands, promifed to pay 95000 ducats 
down, to give the like fum, a fortnight after his leaving Rome, and the 
reft in three months afterwards. Guicciardin tells us, that he, in order 
to raife this fum was forced, before he went out of the caftle of St. Angelo, 
to alienate the goods of the church $ to fell, as it were by auftion, three 
cardinals hats to perfons unworthy of fuch an honour} and all this, fays 
rile hiftorian, in order to furnifh pay to hereticks, at the expence and with 
the confent of the vicar of Jcfus Chrift, who was likewife oblig’d to give 
not only his nephews, as hoftages, but alfo feveral cardinals who were 
the moft devoted to him, as a pledge for the performance of his promife. 

December the ninth was the day fixed for fetting him at liberty; 
bat as there was ftill, notwithftanding all their treaties, a mutual diffidence 
on both fides, the pope fearing left Moncada fhould not be fo good as his 
word, took his opportunity whilft he was more negligently guarded, and 
got the night before out of the caftle, difguis’d like a* merchant ; and 
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mounting on a Spanifh horfc, made the bed of his way to the cafile of Villier* 
Orvieto, where he chofe to retreat. 

The pope, entirely perfuaded that his liberty was altogether owing to 
the weaknefs of the emperor's troops, and the approach of the French 
army, wrote a very obliging letter on that fubjeft to the marlhal de Lau- id. ibid, 
tree: and as if he had fully anfwer'd his firft engagements by that (light 
complement, observed a kind of neutrality ever afterwards ; which it 
were to have been wifhed, for the edification of the church, he had never 
departed from. The war however between the emperor and confederates, 
lafted near two years more with various fuccefs > but with the fame fury 
and animofity. 

During that interval, the commander Bofio, who (as we have ob- 
ferved) had been fent by the grand mailer to Rhodes, returned thence 
with very ill news. The grand mailer's project had been communicated 
to too many perfons, and the execution of it delayed too long, to be 
(till kept a fecret. The Turks had fome fufpicion of it : the grand feignior 
immediately changed the garrifon, and put feveral Chriftians of the Greek 
religion to death, and alfo fome Mahometans ; and 'rwas with infinite dif- 
ficulties, and through a thoufand dangers, that the commander Bofio found 
means toefcape the drift fearch which had been made by order of the go- 
vernor of Rhodes. As a confolation for this ill fuccefs, that knight, who 
had a very penetrating genius, ever fruitful of new resources, propoled 
to the grand mader a project for feizing on the town of Modon and 
making it the feat and refldence of the order. 

This City, which is fituated in the Morea, fell into the hands of the Bofio. t. 3. if, 
Venetians, A. D. 1124. Bajazet the fecond took it in 1498. A Rhodian &<s - 
named Lomelino Del-Campo, who after the lofs of Rhodes had retired 
to Medina, (hewed Bofio inhispaflage to that idand, that it would be a 
matter of no great difficulty for the order to take Modon by the adidance 
of two Turks originally Chridians, and Greeks by birth, with whom he 
kept a condant correfpondence relating to commerce, and who had con- 
fided to him their remorfe for having renounced the faith, and their ftneere 
defire of returning into the bofom of the church, as foon as a favourable 
occafion fhould offer it felf; that one of thefe renegadoes, Calojan by name, 
had the command of the port ; and that the other, whofe name was Scan- 
dali, was, by his pod of (upreme direffcor of the cudoms, mader of the gate 
of the mole $ and that they would both of them be glad to favour an en- 
terprise, that fhould putfo important a place into the hands of the Cha- 
dians. Bofio, who was ever warm and enterprizing in thofe things in 
which the intereds of his order were concerned, was refblved to go and 
view the place in perfonj and difeourfe, if poffible, with the two Turks. 

With this defign he got letters from Lomelino for them both, and as he 
paffed near the Idand of Sapienza, which lies off of the fouthern coad of 
cheMorea, over againd Modon, he put into a bay, where he lay fnug, 
and fent a Rhodian that attended on him, named Stefi Marquct, in a fifh- 
er man’s bark, to Modon, to deliver the letters to the two. Turks. They 
both came on board him in the night y he found them thoroughly peni- 
tent for their fault, and rcfolvtd to atone for it, though at the expence of 
their lives. The commander confirmed them in this noble refolution, and 
after having confulted together about the feveral methods for putting their 
project in execution, the refult of it was, that they, by the help of this 
intelligence, fhould conceal a certain number of knights in fome mer- 
chant vcffcls j that part of thofe knights fhould in the night be let into 
the tower which commanded the port, and that the red fhould feize on 
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the gate of the Mole ; that thereupon a cannon-fhot (hould be fired for a fig- 
nal, and that the chriftian fleet, which was to lie concealed behind the ifland 
of Sapienza, fhould advance, and land the troops on board it; which (hould 
afterwards enter by the gate of the mole, throw themfelvcs into the place, 
and carry it. 

B o s 1 o finding this enterprize might be very eaftly effeded, highly com- 
mended the two renegadoes ; exhorted them to perfevere with conftancy 
and refolution in the defign with which heaven had infpired them for 
their falvation ; moreover promifing them great rewards, if they fhould 
contribute to the conqueft of Modon. He, after this, kept on his voyage, 
and at his return into Italy gave the grand m after an account of this new 
negotiation ; reprefented to him that Modon was fituated in a fruitful and 
plentiful country, where they might extend their conqueft, if the enter- 
prize fhould meet with fuccefs ; that there was no rifing ground near 
enough the place that might command it $ that it was furrounded by the 
fea on twofides, and was divided from the main-land by a ditch, which they 
might make broader if they thought proper 5 that the port was fpacious 
and fecure, by means of a great mole, and feveral rocks that defended 
the entrance of it ; and that as the ifland of Sapienza lay off it, they 
might build a citadel in that place, which might ferve as an advanced for- 
tification to the town of Modon. 

The grand mafter did not rejed the propofal ; but being a man of 
folid judgment, and feeing that the affair of Rhodes had abfolutely mif- 
carried, he preferred a certain fettlement at Malta, before the uncertain 
hopes of the conqueft of Modon. However, as he faw no great difficul- 
ty in this laft projed, he put off the execution of it, till after he had taken 
poffeffion of the ides of Malta and Goza, and he fent Bofio to the pope 
to folicit him in his and the order's name, to ufc his mediation in the trea- 
ty propofed about Malta, and employ his credit to get the rigour of the 
conditions moderated. 

The pope being kept away from Rome, bare of money, and dif- 
heartned by the misfortunes of the war, was then endeavouring to repair 
his Ioffes by a new treaty with the emperor j and that prince, if he could 
have depended on his word, would not have been averfc to it : nay, he 
would have been glad of a publick reconciliation, to blot out from the 
minds of Chriftians the fcandal which he had given by the imprifonmeue 
of that pontiff, and the horrible racking of the city of Rome. 

There was but one confideration only, that could affed Clement's 
heart, and that was the reftoring of his family in Florence. Charles V. 
plied him on that fide : he offered him Margaret of Auftlia his natural 
daughter for Alexander de Medicis, that pontiff's great nephew, or, as 
others fay, his Ton. The managers of the negotiation faid further, that 
the emperor would engage himfelf to make him fovereign of the city and 
ftate of Florence, and that he (hould, after the ceremony of his corona- 
tion, and before the year 1 5 30 was expired, fee a mighty army before 
Florence, under the command of his ableft generals, in order to oblige 
them to take the oaths of allegiance to young Alexander, his nephew. 
Thefc advantageous propofab, fuch indeed as the pope could never have 
expeded, though the league had been vidorkras, made him forget his 
own difafters and the emperor's infults, and to labour himfelf to a conqueft 
of luch importance to him 5 whereupon he engaged to maintain 8000 men 
for tins enterprize at his own expence. He promifed at the fame time to 
give the emperor the inveftiture of the kingdom of Naples,- without any 
other annual acknowledgment but a white genet j and agreed with the 
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emperor’s agents to be at Bologna the next January at fartheft, in order to 
perform the ceremony of that prince’s coronation : this treaty was fign'd 
June 29, 1529. The Duchefs Louifa of Savoy, the king’s mother, and 
Margaret of Auftria, the emperot's aunt, governefs of the low countries, 
fign'd likewife another at Cambray in the king’s and emperor’s names, to 
which they gave the name of the ladies treaty. 

Such was the fituation of affairs in Europe, when Bofio arriv’d at 
the pope's court : and tho' the affair of Rhodes had not fuccccdcd, the 
pontif was yet fo well fatisfy’d with the manner in which he gave him 
an account of his negotiation, and of that which he had begun at Modon, 
that, as he himfclf was very skilful at negotiations ; or, to fpeak more 
properly, had a tafte for them, tho’ at the fame time without having any 
talents or capacity requifite for that purpofe, he would needs keep him 
near his perfon in quality of his privy chamberlain } and order’d him to 
write to the grand mailer, fo tell him, that he was in hopes of prevailing 
with the emperor, at their interview at Bologna, to make a grant of the 
ifle of Malta to the order, with an entire exemption from all the bur- 
thenfome conditions which his miniders were for clogging it with. About 
the latter end of the year, the emperor went from Spain into Italy, and 
came to Bologna, where the pope performed the ceremony of [his coro- 
nation i and in their interview, they adjuded matters for eftabl idling young 
Medicis as fovereign in Florence. 

T H e pope, feeing this happy profpeft for the reftoration of his family, 
recommended the interefts of the order of St. John to the emperor, in the 
mod preffing terms j the pope having been bred up in it, and confidering 
it, in a mariner, as his fecond family. Tho’ the emperor was not eafily 
caught with follicitations in which his filtered was not concern’d, yet, in 
this juncture of his reconciliation with the pope, it was impoffible for 
him to refufe him any thing : and we may affirm, that the houfe of 
Medicis, and the order of St. John, owe their re-cftabli(hment to that 
pontif. The treaty concerning the knights was fign’d on March 24, at 
Caftcl-Franco, a little town in the territory of Bologna ; by which, the 
emperor declares, that in confidcration of the particular affeftion which 
he had always bore to the order, and the important fervices which it had 
done for many ages to the Chriftian world, and to enable it to continue 
the fame againd the enemies of the faith, he had given and granted for 
ever, as well in his own name, as for his heirs and fucceffors, to the mod 
reverend the grand mader of the faid order, and to the faid order of 
St.John, as a fief-noble, free and franc, the cadles, places, and ifles of 
Tripoli, Malta, and Goza, with all their territories and jurifdi&ions, 
authority of judging in all pleas whatever, and power of life and death, 
with all other houfes, appurtenances, exemptions, privileges, rents, and 
other rights and immunities 3 provided, that for the future, the grand 
mader and the knights ffiould hold thofe places of him and his fuccedors 
in the kingdom of Sicily, as noble, free, and franc-fiefs, without being 
obliged to any fervice or acknowledgment but that of a faulcon every 
year on All-faints day 3 and that in the vacancy of the bifhoprick of 
Malta, the grand mader and the convent ffiould be obliged to prefent to 
him and his fuccedors, three learned and pious perfons, in order for his 
making choice of one of them to fucceed to that dignity ; and that the 
perfon fo promoted, ffiall be honour’d with the grand crofs of the 
order 3 and in that quality, ffiould have the privilege of fitting in the 
council. 
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Villiers The reader will find this deed at length in the collection of proofs in 

drL’Isle the Appendix: The emperor, when he had figned it, delivered it to the 
commander Bofio, to carry it to the grand mafter. That zealous minifler 
fet out immediately : but as the coachman, to fatisfy his impatience, and 
make the greater hafte, drove very hard, the coach overturn'd, and the 
embaflador was confiderably hurt. What aggravated the misfortune, was, 
that an unskilful furgeon being fent for to bleed him, inftcad of opening 
a vein, ignorantly prick’d him in an artery 5 when the blood extravafating 
crofs the flelh and mufcles of the arm, caufed a (welling, which was (oon 
followed by a gangrene that put a period to this excellent man's life. But 
before he expired, he gave the emperor’s packet to a Rhodian gentleman, 
Statigogulo by name, his intimate friend and companion, to deliver into 
the grand mailer’s hands ; and charged him likewife from him, to urge 
him to keep up the correfpohdence of Modon, from which, he faid, he 
was perfuaded the order would fome time or other reap gieat advantages. 
The Rhodian difeharged his commiilion with great exa&nefs. The grand 
mailer was fenfibly affli&cd at the news of Bofio’s death } when he, in 
order to purfue his fchemes, fent afterwards the fame Rhodian to Modon 
with rich prefents to the two renegadocs. He was order’d to inquire into 
their character, the difpofition they were in, and whether they had not 
changed their mind 5 and in cafe he found them refolved and qualified to 
go through with the enterprize for the fervice of the order, he was then 
to draw a plan of the city and the parts adjacent, that fo they might be 
able to concert beforehand the order of the attacks. 

This gentleman landed at Modon, difguifed like a Greek merchant, 
and found the two Turks firm and unlhaken in their refolution. They 
(hewed him the facility of the enterprize, by means of the authority 
which one of them had in the tower of the port, and the other by the 
keys of the gate of the mole, which were in their difpofal. They told 
him, that the enterprize could not fail of fuccefs, provided the knights 
would but come with a body of troops, fufficient to beat the garrifon 
and the inhabitants. When, after fcveral conferences, they agreed to 
put off the execution of the projed till the latter end of the next fummer j 
in order that, if it Ihould meet with favourable fuccefs, as they had all the 
reafon in the world to hope it would, the news of it might not reach 
Conllantinople till autumn, when the Turks, not being able to put to 
fea in the winter, the knights might by that means have time fufficient tb 
fortify themfelves in their new conquell. 

The grand mailer and council, as foon as they had received and exa- 
mined the deed containing the donation of Malta, difpatchcd two of the 
principal commanders to thank the emperor in the name of the whole 
order. They alfo fent at the fame time an authentick copy of that im- 
portant Inllrument to the prior Salviati, their embaflador at Rome, and 
nephew to the pope, in order that fie might obtain a confirmation of it 
from the (overeign pontiff, who was the firlt fuperior of the order. Cle- 
ment with the greatell joy imaginable granted it in a full confiAory 5 and 
to make this deed Aill more binding and folemn, he caus'd a bull to be 
drawn up to that purpofe, and publifh'd April the 2 5 th . Not long after 
this, the grand mafler fent, as from the order, into Sicily, Hugh dc Co- 
pones general of its gallies, and John Boniface bailif of Manofque, of 
the language of Provence, in quality Of embaflador, to take an oath of 
fidelity in prefence of Heftor Pignatelli, duke of Montalcon, and viceroy 
of Sicily. The embaffadors acquitted themfelves of this duty in the 
church of Palermo $ when, the ceremonies being perform'd as ufual in 
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thole cafes, he receiv'd the deed of inveftiture which the viceroy gave up Villiers 
into their hands in the name of the emperor. This nobleman named after- DE L Isle 
wards lk commillioners who went on board the famegallies of the order, ^ry^j 
as had brought the emhaffadors to Sicily? after which, they in concert went ^ 
together to Malta, Goza and Tripoli, of which they were put in poflfeffion 
by thofe commillioners. Thefe, by virtue of the power which they had re- 
ceiv'd from the grand mailer and council, took an oath in their name, 
to maintain the inhabitants and people of thofe iQands in their rights*, 
cuftamsy and privileges : And left, by the grand mailer’s order, the com- 
mander Aurelio Botigella as governor and captain of arms of Malta, and 
the chevalier Augultine Vintioville as his lieutenant. 

A Spanilh officer, Alvarez de Nava by name, who commanded in the 
caftle of St. Angelo, having deliver'd up that fort to them, they deliver'd 
it up to the commander Peter Piton, who accordingly took polfelfion of 
it at the head of a company of foot. Not long after this, the grand mailer 
fent two gallies and a galion with a conliderable number of knights on 
board to Tripoli, whereof he nam’d governor, Gafpar of Sangueflea, com- 
mander of Aliagne. The commillioners, after having provided for the 
defence of thefe feveral places, return’d on board, and arriv’d at SaragolTa 
or Syracufc in Sicily, where the council, for the better conveniency of 
their palTage to Malta, had been already afienabled for fome time. 

T he grand mailer before his fetting out fent a great number of work- 
men and materials to Malta, to rebuild the lodgment of the caftle of St. 

Angelo;, which was entirely ruin'd, and (hipp’d off powder and ammuni- 
tions on the fame velfels. But when he was for (hipping off corn, the 
Viceroy of Sicily infilled upon the duties of exportation ? and the mailer 
of the mint acquainted the council, that the emperor would not fuffer any 
money but what bore his imprefs to be coin'd at Malta, and that by his 
officers only. Thefe difficulties being thus flarted, retarded the departure 
of all the knights. The grand mailer and council were very fenlible that 
Malta could not poffibly fubfift without receiving corn from Sicily, and 
they look'd upon thefe duties of exportation, from which the inhabitants 
of Malta, as denizens of Sicily, had been always exempted, as an indireX 
duty and tribute, to which the order was going to be fubjeXed. 

Noa did they lefs refent their pretending to deprive an order, that was 
fovereign and independent, of the right of coining money. Thefe feveral 
drcumftances made them appreheofive left the emperor, a prince who was 
ever to be guarded againil in his treaties, and whofe words, tho* in out- 
ward appearance clear and free from ambiguity, neverthelefs conceal’d 
equivocal meanings, ftiould. one day makeufeof thefe pretenfions as aright, 
and employ them in keeping the order in an abfolute dependence. Re- 
flexions of this nature alarm’d the greatell part of the knights? there 
were many of them who maintain'd, that it would be impoifible for the 
order to preferve its liberty in the neighbourhood of fo powerful and 
ambitious a prince $ others of a warmer temper, and who were forltrain- 
ing of every thing, infilled openly that they muft abfolutely break the 
treaty ? that Malta was a barren ifland, or rather rock, where the inhabi- 
tants died of hunger ? that the two elements of man’s food, viz. bread 
and water, were wanting in it ? and that the prefent which Charles V. 
had made them, was not worth the parchment they had employ’d in 
writing the deed of gift. But the grand mailer and council, more prudent 
and circumfpeX in their views as well as words, thought proper to inform 
themfelves of the emperor s real inclinations from himfelf only? for which 
purpofe they difpatch'd two cmbalTadors to him, with orders to reprefent 
/ to 


Digitized by ^.ooQle 



40 

VlLLIERS 
D£ L’lSLE 

Apam. 

\y^r\j 


THE HISTORY OF 

to his imperial majefty was very fenfible, that fo far from drawing any 
advantage from the illes of Malta and Goza, and the city of Tripoli, he 
was at the yearly expence of 340000 livres for the maintaining the garri- 
fons in the feveral ftrong holds and caftles ; that it would have been im- 
poffible for the inhabitants to fubfift in them, had they not ever been 
confider'd as denizens of Sicily, andasfuch had not enjoy’d the privilege 
of receiving corn from thence free from any duty of exportation; that 
the order had been furpriz’d he (hould be for rendring its condition ftill 
worfe than that of the people, whom he had offer'd it in quality of its fub- 
jefts ; nor were they lefs furpriz’d/thatthe order by the deed of gift fhould 
be acknowledg’d as Sovereign and independent, and ncverthelcfs, that 
it fhould be debarr’d from coining money, and be by that means de- 
priv’d of one of the choiceft of its royal prerogatives, and which the grand 
prior of Germany enjoy'd in all its latitude in the empire. The embaffa- 
dors were order’d not to abate a tittle in thefe articles, and at the -fame 
time, by a particular one, were exprefly commanded, in cafe the emperor 
fhould absolutely infift upon the pretcnfions of his minifters, to give him 
back immediately his deed of gift, to take their leave of him, and to return 
back forthwith. 

These two minifters were no Sooner arriv’d at his court, and admit- 
ted to an audience, but they, inftcad of opening with the defign, for 
which they had chiefly been lent, told him, that their Superiors had fent 
them to thank his imperial majefty for the great exa&nefs, as well as 
little trouble, which his commiflioners had given the order, in putting 
them in pofleffion of the iflands and ftrong holds, of which he had been 
fo gracious as to make a ceflion in their favour, and that the grand 
matter was juft upon the point of transporting himSelf thither, and all 
the convent. They added, that he fhould even have been Set out by this 
time for that purpofe, had not Some difficulties arole, which the viceroy 
of Sicily had ftarted, only from the great zeal he had for his Service ; 
but that the whole order hoped, that his majefty, out of his wonted good- 
nefs, would come to a resolution, and terminate that affair. After ha- 
ving told him in few words what the viceroy’s pretcnfions were, as if the 
emperor had known nothing of the matter, they artfully infinuated to 
him, that altho’ the grand mafter and council were highly fenfible of the 
importance and value of the gift which he had made them of Malta, that 
nevertheless, it had not yet been accepted by the unanimous conSent of 
all the knights ) that the French in particular, who had been brought up 
at Rhodes, and in an independence that naturally refults from an unlimi- 
ted Sovereignty, appear'd to be leaft Satisfied with it 3 that they had juft 
reaSons to apprehend they fhould make the different pretenfions of the 
viceroy, Serve as a handle to oppoSe the tranflation of the council ; that 
his imperial majefty knew very well, that the Superiors of a free republic, 
compos’d of knights of various nations, and educated in a certain pomp 
of courage, were not to exert their authority, but with the utmoft cir- 
cumfpe&ion, and particularly in an affair, wherein each private man 
imagin’d he had as great an intereft as his Superiors ; for which reafon, the 
grand mafter and council conjur’d him to finifh himfelf the work of his 
own creation, and to employ his fovereign authority for the removing 
of the obftacles which his minifters form’d. They concluded, with allu- 
ring him that the free and voluntary acknowledgments and gratitude of 
the knights, and their zeal in defending his territories againft the infidels, 
would greatly compenfate all the viceroy's pretenfions. 
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N O'X w I th standi n g that the emperor’s defign in making over 
Malta to the order of St. John, was to make itfervc as a bulwark to co- 
ver his kingdoms of Sicily and Naples i ncverthelefs this monarch never 
gave upthe moft inconfiderable of his intercfts, but in the view of gaining 
ar more conttderable one by fuch a ceflion. He infilled ftrongly on the 
viceroy's pretenfions, imagining that the order, after having brought mat- 
ters thus far, would not break the treaty for the fake of thofc two arti- 
cles. In: order therefore to increafe the duties of exportation, he delar’d 
that he could not content to allow the order to fetch corn from Sicily, 
unlefs they would agree to pay a certain fum per tun, as fliould afterwards 
be agreed upon i and to procure to himfclf a kind of right of fovereignty 
over the order, he added, that he would not abfolutcly allow the order to 
coin money, or any other to be current all the illand over, but what was 
coin'd in his own mints. 

I f thefe two minifters had ailed direftly as they were order’d by their 
inftru&ions, all treaty would have been at an end j but they thought it 
important enough to merit their fending for new orders from the council 
how to aft : Accordingly, they wrote with the utmoft expedition to the 
grand matter, who immediately fent advice of it to the pope, the pro- 
testor of the order. The pontif difpatch’d to the emperor the prior Sal* 
viati his nephew, who was at his holinefs’s court in quality of refident 
of the grand mailer and the whole order ; and this miniftcr made fo good 
. an advantage of the credit which the pope had then with the emperor, 
that he obtain'd from him a new treaty, in which the two articles relating 
to the exportation Of corn, and the coining of money, were inferred in 
favour of the order. 

Nothing was now wanting for the entire eftablilhment of the 
knighrs ar Malta, but the ttartfportation of the grand mailer, of the council, 
and all the knights into that ifland. They firft put on board five gallics, 
two great carracks, and different tfanfport fhips, the inhabitants of 
Rhodes, who being rcfolv’d to iftate the fortune of the order, had con- 
rinned with the knights ever fince they had quitted that illand. They alfo 
fhip'd on board rhefe veffels the eflfe&s and records of the order, as likewife 
various moveables, together with ammunition and provifions. A great 
number of knights and foldiers in their pay, went over in this little fleer, 
which, before its arrival, met with a dreadful llorm, in which one of 
their gallics wasdalh’d to pieces againft a rock j one of the carracks had 
alfo like to have been loft, Ihe was already got into the port at Malta, 
when immediately there arofe fuch mighty winds, that notwithftanding 
her being fatten’d with three anchors, Ihe yet broke her cables, and after 
twice running aground, -at laft funk in the fand. They thought her loft, 
when a contrary wind fpringing up, rais’d her ; after which, they fet her 
afloat, and found that her hull had receiv’d no manner of damage. Such 
as are for drawing predictions from every thing, did not fail to give out, 
that heaven teem’d by that incident to point out the fate of the order, 
which, after having fuffer’d under fo great a variety of dangers and ftorms, 
Ihould at laft fix ittelf happily in Malta. 

This illand is fituated in the 46* degree of longitude, and the 35 ,h 
degree 10 minutes of northern latitude s it has the Mediterranean to the 
Eall, looking towards Candia 5 to the North, Sicily, which is but fifteen 
leagues diftant from it ; Tripoli in Barbary, to the South ; and the illands 
of Pantalarca, Linofa, and Lampadufa, to the Weft; and that part of the 
fea, which feparates that' illand from Sicily, generally goes by the name 
of the channel of Malta. This country, according to a tradition of its in- 
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Viluers habitants, had been anciently govern’d by an African prince call'd Battus. 
peL’Isle j £ was fi nce j n t jj C h anc j s ofthe Carthaginians * and at the time that the 
s^ry\j knights of St.John took pofleflion of it, they met with feveral infcriptions 
in the Punic tongue, engrav’d on pieces of marble and broken pillars. The 
Romans, during the wars of Sicily, drove the Carthaginians from thence s 
and the Arabians, about the 9 th century, and after the ruin of the empire, 
made themfclves matters of it. About anno 1190, Roger the Norman 
count of Sicily won this ittand from the Barbarians ; fince which time, it 
has been always annex’d to the kingdom of Sicily, whofe fortune it had 
ever follow’d. 

The grand matter, the council, and chief commanders got into the 
great port on the 26 th of O&ober } and as fcon as they were landed,they went 
dire&ly to the parochial church of St. Lawrence, where having paid their 
firft homage to him whom the order acknowledge for its only fovereign, 
they went to the town, which is lituated at the foot of the cattle of St. An- 
gelo. The grand matter could hardly meet with a houfe for himfelf to 
lodge in, they being no more than fo many filhermen’s hutts, in which 
the commanders and knights difpers’d themfclves. The grand matter took 
up his quarters in the cattle ; fome days after his entry, he went and took 
pofleflion of the capital, that lay farther up the country, and about the 
middle of the ifland. 'Tis call’d by Ptolemy Melita, after the name of 
the whole ifland ; others give it the name of the notable city. We are told, 
that it was not 1300 paces in circumference j ’twas the ufual refidencc of 
the bifhop. The grand matter, after his authority had been acknowledg'd * 
by all the inhabitants, went thro’ the whole ifland to find out a place that 
might be fafe,as well as commodious, for the fetlingof the council and the 
whole body of knights. 

W e have already obferv'd, that the two greateft ports were feparated 
from one another by a neck of land, or rock, call'd Mount Sceberras t 
which commanded them both. This place appear’d to him to be very 
commodioufly fituated for the railing of a new city. The grand matter 
would have been very defirous, in cafe the order could fubfift in the ifland, 
to fettle the convent in that place ; but as the circumftances of the order 
at that time would not allow them to execute fuch a defign, tho' jndg’d to 
be fo very ufeful, the grand matter and council were oblig’d in that infancy 
of things to fettle themfelves in the cattle of St. Angelo, the only place of 
defence that was in the ifland, and the knights difpers’d themfclves up and 
down the town, which is fituated at the foot of rhe fort : this was their 
firft refidcnce. This town had no fortifications and was commanded on 
all fides. The grand matter built a wall round it, to prevent his being 
furpriz’d by the corfairs: they have fince added flanks to it with reflauts at cer- 
tain diftances, and agreeable to the unevennefs and declivity of the ground. 
The grand matter did not intend to continue long in that place, but was 
refolv’d, before he fettled himfelf intirely there, to make an attempt upon 
Modon, a rich and populous city ; and a circumftance which gave him 
the greateft fatisfa&ion, was its little diftancc from Rhodes, which the 
order might be able to furprize in cafe a civil war Ihould break out 
among the Turks, or even attack openly in other conjun&urcs. He 
defign’d, in cafe the affair of Modon fhould mifearry, and that the order 
fhould be oblig'd to continue at Malta, to build a new city upon that 
point of rock above mention’d, which went by the name of MountSccbcrras. 
But the immenfe fums the order had fpent for eight years together, for the 
fubfiftence of the knights and Rhodians in Italy 5 the different tranflations 
from Candia to Medina, from Medina to Civita-Vecchia, from thence to 
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Viterbo, from Viterbo to Nice, to Villa-Franca, and other places in Italy ; Vilhers 
and even Sicily, where the knights, for their eafter fubfiftence, were dif- DE 
pers’d up and down, with the grand matter's leave ; fo many cruifings, 
voyages, journeys, tranfmigrations of a whole body of people, of which 
that colony was compos'd, had quite drain’d the treafury of the order, 
and would not allow the grand matter to execute fo great a projed. He 
was even dittafted with every thing he faw in Malta ; the barrennefs of the 
foil 5 their bread, which they were obliged to feek, as it were, as far as 
Sicily ; the poverty of the inhabitants; their ruftic and favage behaviour $ 
no place of defence in cafe of an attack : fuch gloomy reflections as thefe 
afflicted him very fenfibly, and awak’d with the utmoft grief in his mind 
the remembrance of Rhodes, fo fruitful in corn, fo rich by its extern 
five commerce, fo powerful by its fleets and armaments ; and moeeover, 
the capital of five or fix other iflands or ftrong holds, the mott inconfide- 
rable of which was much better fortified than Malta. But as L’Hle Adam 
was inform'd with a fpirit of bravery and a greatnefs of foul, fuperior to 
even the mott unhappy accidents of life, hegeneroufly took his refolution 
at once ; and without forgetting the enterprizc of Modon, devoted all his 
cares to the building fome houfes for the knights to dwell in, in order to 
make their refidence in the ifland more fupportable. 'Twas from this 
laft eftablifhment that they borrow'd the name of Malta, inftead of that of 
knights of Rhodes, which they had made illuttrious by a continual feries 
of great a&ions during upwards of two hundred years. 
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BOOK X. 

T H E grand matter had no fooner given the neceflary orders 
for the defence of the ittand of Malta, but he crofs’d to that 
of Go^n: he went all over it, vifited thofe places, where 
the corfairs might make defeents, gave orders for the build- 
ing of retrenchments, brought feveral pieces of cannon, and ammu- 
nition and provifions, into the cattle, left a company of foot in it ; and, 
after having exhorted the inhabitants to be inviolably true to the order, he 
returned back to Malta, and immediately turn'd all his thoughts upon 
Tripoli ; that city of Africa, which, as has been already feen, the order 
was fo unwilling to meddle with, by reafon of its weaknefs and 
diftance. 

„ ; We .before obferv’d, that the chevalier Sanguefie had been appointed 
governour of it by the commifltoners, who took poflettion of it iu the 
name of the order. The grand matter, at the fame time that he fent 
him a new reinforcement, confirmed him in that poft, which could hardly 
have been fill'd up by a more worthy perfonage : he was an antient knight, 
who had fignaliz’d himfelf in the laft liege of Rhodes by a great number 
of heroick actions, and who, by fighting under the orders of the grand 
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matter, during fo long and bloody a liege, had acquir’d the art of pre- VitLiER* 
fcrving fuch places as he Ihould be intruded with. This commander, ® E l ’ Isle 
feeing himfelf greatly ftraitned in Tripoli by Other neighbouring cities 
and towns, all of them inhabited by infidels, and people that had been 
formerly fubjett to the kings of Tunis, often fent different parties againft 
thefe Africans, who made incur lions into their territories, and ravaged 
the country. 

Among thefe feveral cities, inhabited by Mahometans, Gienzor and 
Tachiora, orTachora, had withdrawn themfelves for fome years from the 
dominion of the kings of Tunis: thegarrifon of Tripoli ufed frequently 
to take feveral prifoners, and make a confiderable booty even to the very • 

gates of thofe cities. The inhabitants of Gienzor, wearied out with the 
continual attempts of thefe troublefome neighbours, made a treaty with 
them $ and Sangueffc, with the grand matter’s confent, and in conlideration 
of a certain fum agreed upon between them, granted them a peace, and 
open’d a free trade on that fide. 

The lord of Tachora, being more powerful than thofe of Gienzor, 
and matter of a good port, would not fo much as hear a word mention’d 
of a tribute. The territory of this Check , or lord of Tachora, on that 
fide which lay towards Tripoli, contitted in a large plain, which ex- 
tended itfclf within four leagues of that city towards the eaft. This 
fpacious plain was full of villages, which furnilhed their lord with a pretty 
confiderable number of very brave horfemen and musketeers, whofe 
chief bufmefs was robbing : thefe often engaged with the Maltcze, and 
each party laid ambufeades for his neighbours. Things pafs’d in this 
manner at firft with little lofson either fide, if we except the death of 
the chevalier de Harlai, of the language of France, occalion’d by an excefs 
of courage and too little caution 5 he being cut to pieces, with all the 
foldiers under his command, by the Tachorizins, who had lain in ambulh » 
for him. 

W e Ihould not have been fo particular in our account of thefe in- 
roads, fo common between people that border upon one another, and 
who are of a different religion, had not thefe petty wars afterwards given 
rife to others of much greater confequence, and in which the reader will 
obferve that the arms of the knights of St.John were no lefs ferviceable 
to the princes of Chriftendom in Africa, than they had been before in 
Alia, and during the time that the order refided in Paleftine, and after- 
wards at Rhodes. 

'Twas now fome time fince the civil wars being kindled in the ter- 
ritories of Algiers and Tunis, the Ottoman Turks, or rather the corfairs 
under their name, in order to make their advantage of thefe divifions, had 
feized, upon feveral places tttuated upon the coafts of Barbary 5 feveral 
knights, and thofe even who had difeovered the greateft ditinclination for 
taking upon themfelves the defence of Malta, propofed at that time to 
the grand matter, to turn all the efforts of the arms of the order, oh 
•* that fide ; and they reprefented to him, that it would be impottible for 
the order to preferve fo weak a place as Tripoli was, and particularly as 
it had no ground belonging to it, unlefs they cover’d it with new conquetts 
and an extent of ground that might furnifh fubfiftence for the garrifon. 

This project was not without fome foundation ; but not to mention that 
the grand matter, before engaging himfelf in this war, was very detirous 
of letting thefe infidels weaken and dettroy one another * he betides had 
devoted all his thoughts to a defign which had been formed for many years, 
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Viixiers and from the fuccefs of which, he promifed himfelf that the order would 

he L’Isle advantages that were much more confiderable. 

\*Sy*\J Mo don at this time engrofs'd all his thoughts, it was the foie objeft 
of his defires, and every thing that might bring him nearer to Rhodes, 
appear'd like another Rhodes in his eyes, or at lcaft as a means that might 
one day make it a more cafy conqueft : So that he refolv’d, before he 
would abfolutcly fix his refidcnce in Malta, or engage his order to lay 
out thofe immenfe fums that muft neceflarily be employ’d, before that 
iiland, which was open on all fides, would be put in a ftate of defence, 
to endeavour to furprize Modon, by the help of the intelligence he had in 
that place. 

Bof.t.j.l.6. In this view, he took into the order’s pay a good number of foldiers, 
who had lately ferv’d at the fiege of Florence, which the pope and empe- 
ror had undertaken in concert ; and thefe two princes, after having made 
themfclves mailers of that great city, had reflor’d the Medicis to their au- 
thority in it. The chevalier Salviati, who was related to that pope, and 
prior of Rome, by the grand mailer’s command, brought thelc forces to 
Malta, on board fix gallies well arm’d, three of which belong’d to the 
order ; the viceroy of Sicily had lent the fourth 5 and James Grimaldi, a 
Gcnoefe lord, and an excellent feaman, had hired two others, which be- 
long’d to him, at the rate of i ooo crowns per month, and they agreed that 
he {hould command them in perfon, as long as this expedition lhould laft. 

The grand mailer not being able to leave Malta, as its chief llrength 
lay in his prefence, nam’d the prior of Rome general of the enterprizc 5 
and the chevalier de Boniface, bailif of Manofque, was'to command the 
fleet, during the time that the general lhould be alhore, and employ’d in 
befieging Modon : thefe gallies were to be accompanied with brigantines 
of a different bulk, with men and ammunition on board ; and two trading 
velfels loaded with planks, which they intended to employ for the execu- 
* tionofthe enterprizc, were entrufted to John Scandali, a Greek C hr iltian 
of the iiland of Zante, and fon to one of the two renegadoes t and to 
Janni Necolo, who was alfo a Greek Chrillian j both of whom were well 
known at Modon, by the daily traffick which they carried on to that 
place. 

Besides a great number of knights, who went on board for this ex- 
pedition, the vifcount Cigale, a famous privateer, and brother to the car- 
dinal of that name, offer’d his fervice to the grand mailer j and according- 
ly join’d the fleet of the order with two gallies well arm'd, that were his 
own, and which he commanded in perfon. 

Before this armament fet fail from the ports, feveral councils were 
held upon the execution of this enterprize } when, after a variety of 
projects, the grand mailer concluded upon this, That the gallics, brigan- 
tines, and other fmall veflels lhould lie hid along the coalls of the little 
iiland of Sapienza, which lay over againll Modon $ that towards the clofe 
of the evening, they fhould bring up two trading-vclTels freighted, in out- 
ward appearance, with timber and planks, under which a confiderable 
number of knights and brave foldiers lhould lie conceal'd ; that young 
Scandali, under pretence of defiring to come with his fhip to in anchor, 
and trading there, and in concert with his father, lhould advance to the 
foot of the tower of the mole, which was about 500 paces from the place, 
and that he (hould feizc upon f t ; that young Scandali's afibciate lhould gO 
to another fide at the entrance of the harbour, when, after having been 
vifited for form’s fake by Quir Calojan the other renegado, the direttor of 
the culloms, he fhould retire in the dark to his houfc ; that the next day 
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at the opening of the gate, the foldiers which lay conceal'd in the two Villiers 
brigantines, fhould unite in a body, in order to make themfelves matters £*^f SLIL 
of that gate i that a cannon fhould immediately be fired, to give notice of 
it to the general, who fhould leave the ifland of Sapienza that very mo- 
ment, Ihould put his forces on board, and throw himfelf into the place 
through that gate, which Ihould be feiz'd. 

The prior of Rome, who was at the head of this expedition, fet fail MJi- 
from the port of Malta on the 17 th of Auguft* and after having fail’d pro- , 7 Au £ uft - 
pitioutty for feveral days together, would not put in at the ifle of Sapienza, 
but in the night-time. He hid his little fleet in the fafeft road of the 
whole ifland, and which was leaft expos’d 5 when having taken down the 
flags and marts of his gallies, he fent Statigogulo and Marquet, the two 
Rhodians above-mention'd, to Modon, to fee whether or no the two 
renegadoes had not chang’d their inclinations, and whether they were ftill 
matters of their ports, and capable of keeping their word. The two Rho- 
dians went into Modon difguis'd like merchants, faw the two renegadoes t 
when having found them fix'd and refolv’d, immoveable, and even impa- 
tient to fignalize themfelves in the execution of that enterprize, they en- 
gag’d them to go over with them into the ifland of Sapienza, to confer 
With the prior of Rome upon that fubjeft. This general gave them a vc- 
i y civil reception, and after having confirm’d to them in the grand matter’s 
name the promifes of a fplendid reward, which the two Rhodians had 
made to them, he rtarted feveral difficulties, to all which they return’d 
very fatisfattory anfwers. They added, that all lay in the difpatch that 
flloUld be made in the execution ; and in order to make Salviati refolve 
upon it at once, they reprefented to him, that the foie reafon of the or- 
der's failing in its attempt upon Rhodes, was owing to its dilatorinefs and 
excels of caution : But this general fearing a double intelligence, and left 
thofe Greeks after having renounc’d the faith, Ihould not fcruple to betray 
and deliver him up to the Turks, he requir'd them, before he engag’d him- 
felf further in that affair, to carry to Modon the commander Sciatefe, a 
Roman $ the chevalier de Broc, a Frenchman, of the language of Provence ; 
and fignior James GHmaldi j in order, that as they would be upon the 
fpot, they would all three be able to judge whether the enterprize might 
be undertaken with fafety, and afterwards agree among themfelves upon 
the final meafurcs, for the landing of the troops and attacking the place. 

These two renegadoes, in company with the knights difguis’d like 
merchants, arriv’d in the port of Modon in the evening, as if they were 
return’d from the ifland of Sapienza, upon fome affairs relating to their 
traffick. Scandali the father, who commanded in the tower of the 
mole, under pretence of giving thefe pretended merchants a fupper there, 
fliew’d them how eafily they might make themfelves matters of it ; and 
with the fame view, they went and lay at the other renegadoe’s houfe. 

Which was near the city-gate, and of which he had eri trance free, in qua- 
lity of director of the curtoms. The knights appear'd fatisfy'd with the 
difpofition of the two Greeks, when the fon of Scandali, a Chriftian, 
and who, as was already obferv’d, would not apoftatite as his father 
had done, brought them back the next day to the ifland of Sapienza^ . 

The knights at their return, declar’d to the general, that their opi- 
nion was, the two renegadoes were lincerc in the affair j but that after all,, 
a man could not be too cautious and circumfped, when he had to deal 
with traytors ; that they even met with great difficulties in the execution 
Of that enterprize j that notwithftanding Scandali commanded in the 
tower of the mole, yet the janizaries, who were upon guard there, would 
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not fail* upon the lead: ftir that (hould be made, to take up armsagainft 
him i that upon the noife which is unavoidable in occalions of that nature, 
and on the notice which the governor of Modon would receive of it, he 
would immediately order all the city gates to be (hut, and that the garri- 
fon and the inhabitants would foon be able to repulfe all fuch as (hould 
attack them. Thefe difficulties, and even thofe which in fuch like occaltons 
can fcarce ever beforefeen, fufpended for fome time the defire the general 
had of attempting this enterprize. Young Scandali, who (aw thro* part of 
the general’s fufpicions, told him that the only reafon of his father’s fend- 
ing for him from Zante, and making him privy to that defign, was to put 
him into his hands byway of hoftage, till fuch time as he (hould have per- 
form’d his promife, and that he defir’d no other than to continue on board 
his gallies; that as for the Janizaries in the tower of the mole, who were 
very few in number, his father would find a method to fend them at a 
diftance under various pretences, and that he had refolv'd to make them 
drunk, and by that means prevent their being able to oppofe the entrance 
of the knights into the tower ; moreover, that his father and his aifociate 
never intended to carry the place by open force* that it would be im- 
poffible for them to fucceed any other way than by furprize ; that his only 
fear was, that the fufpicion of the general had been owing to the great eafe 
with which it might be executed. In fine, this young man, whofe bread 
glow’d with zeal and bravery, fhew’d them how eafy as well as advanta- 
geous it would be to make their conqueft fure, fo that the whole council re- 
folv'd to continue no longer in fufpenfej and accordingly fent young 
Scandali to his father, to allure him that they would make their attempt 
that very evening. 

With this view, the general embark’d feveral knights and a confider- 
able number of foldicrs on board two feluccas, who were hid under the planks, 
with which thofe veflels feem’d to be freighted, and which were deiign’d 
to a (lift the troops that were on board the gallies in their landing. Stefi 
Marquet the Rhodian, who had been fo ferviceable to Bofio in drawing up 
the plan of that confpiracy, was on board the firft brigantine, which in 
thofe days was call'd a Grips, and advanc’d to the entrance of the port in 
the evening. Calojan, who had the guard of it, in quality of director of 
the cuftoms, pretending not to know him, went on board his (hip * when 
after having vilited it for form- fake, and to prevent all fufpicion, he made 
his report thereof to the governor, telling him that it was a fmallvelfel 
loaded with planks, which he faid a merchant was coming to fell to fome 
workmen in the city ; upon which, the governor gave him leave to admit 
her in. 

The men who were hid in this felucca, in the difguife of Tailors, be- 
friended by the darknefs, and under the pretence of their being oblig’d 
to fet out very early the next morning, put afhore thofe planks and other 
pieces of wood with which they form'd a kind of bridge oppolite to that 
gate of the city which they intended to furprize, in order to affift the 
landing of the forces that were on board the gallies * after which, they 
retir'd into the houfe of the renegado, where they fpent the reft of the 
night. 

Young Scandali, who was in the other felucca, came much about 
the fame time and caft anchor at the point of the tower; and as his father 
commanded in it, and he himfelf came frequently thither from the ifle of 
Zante, where he inhabited, the janizaries of the tower, with whom he was 
very familiar, made no fcruple to admit him, and accordingly he enter’d into 
this tower in company with eight other Greeks in aTurkilh Drefs, who 
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(poke that language fluently, and who pretended to be foldiers belonging Villier* 

to the garrifons of Lepanto and Patras. His father, as had been concerted, ® E L l8LK 

difpers'd fome of his guards upon different commiflions, and invited the 

reft to fuppcr. In the midft of their gaiety and good cheer, they gave 

them an excellent Greek wine to drink, which, he faid, his fon had 

brought him in his felucca. The real Turks, who thirfted after that 

liquor with greater eagernefs, as they were prohibited to drink it by their 

law, pour'd it down in great quantities, and were foon drunk. The 

Greek Chriftians, difguis'd like janizaries, taking their advantage of that 

lethargic drowfmefs that ufually attends upon drunkennefs, let into the 

tower all thofe knights and foldiers that lay conceal'd in the brigantine j 

when they cut the throats of fome of the Turks, bound others, made • 

themfelves matters of the tower, all which was done during the filence of 

the night, without the leaft noife ; infomuch that the governor, whole 

houfe was about five hundred paces from the tower, had not the leaft 

notice of it. 

O n the other fide, the renegado Calojan, at day-break, and at the 
opening of the gate, prefented himfelf at it with fome knights difguifed 
like failors, and who had fpent the night in his houfe 3 they made a halt at 
the gate, in order to give time to the other foldiers, who were hid in the 
two brigantines, to advance forwards 3 when immediately the two com* 
panies join'd in a body, making in all abour 300 men. Upon their ap- 
proach, the pretended failors, who ftopd at the entry of the port, drew 
their fwords, fell upon the guards, cut fome of them to pieces 3 when 
the main body advancing up, feiz’d on the gate, and imagin'd the city 
was their own. Immediately a cannon was fir'd by way of fignal to the 
general, that he fhould advance immediately with his gallies 3 during 
which, the Chriftian forces, inftead of marching dire&ly up to the cattle, 
where the governor had withdrawn himfelf, leaving only a guard at the 
city gate, they threw themfelves into thofe hoqfes that flood neareft to it, 
in order to plunder them j they here committed all the outrages ulual on 
fuch like oecafions, and in places taken by furprize, or carried by florin 
and fword in hand. The inhabitants, in order to Thun the firft fury of the 
foldiers, fled for fhelter into the cattle, when the governor put weapons 
into their hands 3 and having advice that there was but a very fmall num- 
ber of the Chriftians, and that the greateft part of them were roving up* 
and down in fearch of plunder, he made a fally at the head of his gar- 
rifon and of the inhabitants, charged briskly thefe plunderers, who were 
difperfed, and kill'd feveral at the firft onfet : when their common danger 
uniting them again in one body, they rallied, made head, and endeavour'd 
to maintain themfelves in their feveral polls, till fuch time as the gallics 
fhould come up. Both parties fought with equal fury 3 the knights, who 
faw every moment the braveft of their troops drop, gave themfelves over 
for loft, when no reinforcement came : but they did not know that a 
very high and contrary wind had hinder'd the general from hearing the 
fignal i infomuch that it was noon before he had notice, by a bark, which 
young Scandali difpatch'd to him, that the knights were got in the city, 
and engaged with the garrifon of the cattle. Immediately he hatted to the 
place, and with as much fpeed as the crew of his gallies could poflibly 
make, landed without the leaft obftacle 3 and after having, according to 
the rules of war, left a body of men under the command of the chevalier 
d'Humiercs to guard the gallies, and in the tower of the mole, he ad- 
vanced at the head of the body under his command, join'd thofe who were 
fighting with the governor and the garrifon 3 when immediately his bravery 
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Villi ers and the fuperior number of his forces, foon obliged him to take refuge in 

Adam* LE t * lc ca ^ c * wou ^ t> e impoffible to force him there without artillery, 
he fent for feveral pieces of cannon from on board his gallics ; but whilft 
they were employing themfelves in fetching it from thence, the governor 
was fuccour’ d : for no fooner had he feen the firft body of knights in the 
place, but he difpatch’d couriers to the neighbouring cities, and to the 
governor of the province, to give him notice of the defeent and attack 
of the Chriftians. Happily for the governor of the caftle, the fangiac of 
the province was at the head of a conftderable body of troops, which by 
Solyman's order he was immediately to march to the frontiers of Hun- 
gary, where the grand feignior was then making war. The fangiac, who 
was encamp'd not far from Modon, at the firft news he heard of the cn- 
terprize of the knights, drew out fome troops of horfe for that place, 
where they arriv'd with the utmoft diligence, and were let into the caftle 
by a gate that lay towards the country, at the fame time that the Turkilh 
general advanced himfelf at the head of 6000 foot. The governor of 
the place having order'd his cavalry to difmount, in order to bring them 
fooner to an engagement, fallied out at their head, and charged the 
knights with his whole garrifon. Tho' the prior of Rome faw that the 
infidels were reinforced, he neverthelefs ftood their attack with the greateft 
courage ; when cutting to pieces the braveft of his horfemen, and taking 
feveral of them prifoners, he forced the reft to fhelter themfelves behind 
the fortifications of the caftle. Neverthelefs, being informed by the 
prifoners he had taken, that the fangiac would infallibly be at Modon 
before fun-fet, and not having forces enough to make head againft him, 
and befiege the place inform, and as he had not expe&ed fuccefs in his 
enterprize but from the advantage of a furprize j he faw himfelf, fo con- 
trary to his defircs, reduced to the neceflity of returning on board his 
Ihips, which gave him the greateft uneafinefs. 

But before he commanded a retreat to be founded, he, after having 
block’d up the port of the caftle by a good retrenchment, abandon’d the 
whole city to be plunder'd by the foldiers. The richeft houfes in it were 
now become their prey ; nay, the knights themfelves, and the principal 
officers, had a hand in this not over-honourable, tho’ profitable employ- 
ment. There is no expreffing the riches they carry’d off out of this city; 
but that which gave the inhabitants ftill greater pain, was their tranfporting 
on board their gallies or (hips, upwards of 800 married women and 
maidens, whom they made prifoners and flaves. Among thefe ladies 
of Modon, chance having thrown a young Turkifh woman of exquifitc 
beauty into the hands of the vifeount of Cicala, he carried her to Medina, 
had her baptized, made her his wife, and had a fon by her, Scipio Cicala 
by name ; whom a variety of adventures brought afterwards to Conftan- 
tinople, when turning Mahometan, and fignalizing himfelf by his bra- 
very, he attain’d to the dignity of general, when he reveng’d the Turks 
for the fack of Modon. The knights abandon’d the city a little before 
fun-fet, and embark'd with all the forces without meeting with the leaft 
©ppofition, or fuftaining the leaft lofs, if we do not look upon the ex- 
pence of that armament as a very confiderable one ; which was not any 
way compenfated by the plunder of the city of Modon, that fell only 
into private hands. 

The grand matter, upon the return of his gallies, was inform’d of. 
the ill fuccefs of the enterprize, which gave him great uneafinefs ; but as 
his courage had been always fuperior to the moft unhappy revolutions of 
fortune, he from that time judg’d that providence had decreed that his 
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order fhould fettle at Malta, and thereupon turn’d all his thoughts to the Viluem 
fortifying of that ifland, and to put it in a condition to brave the infults DE 
and incurfions of the corfairs. f >*\rvj 

Whilst he was entirely taken up with thefe cares, fO worthy a fo- 
vereign prince, there happen'd another accident, which put his patience 
and refolution to a frefh trial. Baltazar Waltkirk bifhop of Malta being 
dead, the emperor was to name the perfon who was to fill that dignity $ 
and the order, purfuant to the treaty made with that prince, was to pro- 
pofe three ecclefiafticks to him, one of which at leaft was to be chofen 
from among his fubjefts. The grand mafter and council prefented to the 
Viceroy of Sicily, brother Pontus Laurencin, of the language of Au- 
vergne * brother Thomas Bofio, an Italian, and vice- chancellor of the 
order ; and brother Dominic Cubelle, of the language of Arragon, and 
the emperor’s valfal. The grand mafter, to recompence in the perfon of 
Thomas Bofio, the great merit and important fervices which the com- 
mander his brother had done to the order, would have been very well 
pleas’d that the emperor’s choice had fallen upon Bofio $ and accordingly 
acquainted the pope with his views. This pontif, to whom the com- 
mander in his life-time had been one of his privy-chamberlains, and of 
whofe fervices he had always retain’d a grateful remembrance, wrote to 
this prince upon that lubjeft ; and not only told his embaffador that he 
fhould think himfelf very much obliged to the emperor, if he would de- 
clare in Bofio’s favour, but alfo gave orders to fignior Salviati, who was 
his relation, and the prior of Rome’s father, to write in his name to car- 
dinal Campejus, who was at that time in the emperor's court in quality 
of legate a latere t to be very carneft in folliciting for that nomination. 

The emperor gave a very agreeable reception to thefe good offices of his 
holinefs, and order’d his embalfador who refided at Rome to afiure him, 
that he would give him in a little time all the fatisfaftion he could wifh for, 
with refpeft to the bilhoprick of Malta : but this prince, who never 
bellow’d his favours but with the utmoft circumfpeftion, whether it were 
that he intended to obtain fevcral others from the pope, or that he had not 
time to attend to this affair, he deferr’d the nomination of Bofio. But at 
laft, after he had engag’d the pope and the order in a league againft the 
Turks, he then, and not before, declar’d publickly the nomination of 
Bofio to the bilhoprick of Malta j when he gave the inftrument of it to 
the embalfador of the order, who refided at that time at his court. 

This minifter being very fenfible that this nomination would give the 
grand mafter no fmall fatisfaftion, difpatch'd a courier with the inftru- 
ment of it. The grand mafter receiv’d it with great demonftrations of 
joy, which he divided with the bifhop eleft, to whom he gave the firft ac- 
count he had receiv’d of his nomination to that dignity. All the knights 
that were at that time in the ifland, congratulated one another $ and as the 
priefthood and the empire had equally confpir’d in this cleftion, they 
look'd upon that affair as happily ended. The grand mafter, in order to 
have it feal’d as it were, and compleatly concluded, would have Bofio 
take out his bulls himfelf, and get himfelf confecrated at Rome. He like- 
wife had him accompanied by an embalfador extraordinary, whom he dif- 
patch'd to the pope, to thank him for the continuation of his favour and 
kindnefs to the order $ and the embaffador was moreover order'd at the 
fame time to prefent the bifhop cleft to his holinefs. 

Both of thefe being arriv'd at Rome, defired to be admitted to an au- 
dience of the pope, which they obtain’d. The embalfador, whenhe .prcr 
fented Bofio to him, told him, that he was order'd by the grand mafter and 

council 


Digitized by boogie 



SI THE HISTORY OE 

Villiers council to thank him for all his good offices with the emperor, and for his 

Abam^ SLK having engag’d that prince to prefer Bofio to one of his fubjeds : But how 
greatly was this minilter, and he who accompanied him furpriz'd, when 
he heard the pope utter the following words ! That the church of Malta 
was already provided with a pallor % that he had already nam'd cardinal 
Ghinucci to that bilhoprick ; that he could not poffibly have given a more 
illuftrious teftimony of his conllant and unalterable affe&ion to the order, 
than by tilling that dignity with one of the mod worthy men in the 
church, and a cardinal of fo great merit s that his eminency was going to 
fend a grand vicar to Malta, to take potiellion of that dignity in his name, 
and that he hoped he would not meet with the lcaft obftacle or oppotition 
in it. 

Tho’ the embaffador was thunder-llruck, as it were, with adifeourfe 
which he fo little expe&ed, he neverthelefs anfwer’d him. That the grand 
mailer and council would ever pay the higheft deference and fubmiffion to 
his orders j but, continued he, the only difficulty in this affair is with 
refpeft to the emperor, whom alone it concerns, and the manner in which 
he may take fo lurprizing a change. Upon which, the pope railing his 
voice, reply’d, “ The right of providing for that church, ever fince the 
“ property of that ifland devolv* d to other owners, has been lodg’d in us, 
“ and not in Charles." And thereupon difmifs’d the embalfador and Botio, 
who accordingly withdrew in the deepeft vexation of mind, and cover’d 
with lhamc and confulion. * 

The grand mailer himfelf was not lefs furpriz’d and affli£tcd,his conftancy 
wanted, as it were, no more than this lalt trial, but he bore it with his ufual 
fteadinefs and refolution ; when, in order to get clear of fo ticklilh an af- 
fair, and to hold the feales even between two powers, with both whom 
his intereft obliged him to keep equal meafurcs, he thought proper, be- 
fore he himfelf took notice of the affair, to fee how the emperor would 
aft in it. He himfelf could not poffibly have taken a more judicious Hep % 
for Charles V. who found that his honour and dignity were ftruck at by 
the pope's condud, made Bofio’s affair his own. This prince, tho’ lo 
guarded in all his expreffions, was not mailer enough of himfelf to prevent 
his refentments from breaking out. Sangro, one of his hiftorians, pre- 
tends, that in the tirfl emotions of his rage and indignation, he was heard 
to fay, that he had never repos’d any confidence in that pope, and that 
becaufe he had obferv’d there was always fome latent craft in all his ac- 
tions $ and that the emperor added, he then own'd to his lhamc, that he 
had been over-reach’d in that affair, which was owing to his not having 
fufficiently millrulled the eager and importunate manner, in outward ap- 
pearance, in which he himfelf follicitcd for the nomination of Bofio. 
*Tis probable, that the unealinefs Charles V. felt to find himfelf bubbled 
by the pope, in an art wherein he imagin'd he was fo greatly his fuperior, 
might have drawn thofe bitter complaints from him. £ut whatever he 
might fay, which perhaps might be to footh his refentments, it appears by 
the tellimonies of all hillorians, that the pope in his offices a&ed at firft 
with great fincerity. His change of mind was not the rcfult of any preme- 
ditated defign 5 but 'tis pretended, that the only reafon of the pope’s fup- 
planting the emperor, was to revenge himfelf for his deferring fo long to 
nominate Bofio 3 and that in the unealinefs it gave him, he could not for- 
bear crying out with relation to that affair, at a time when he was com- 
plaining about it to fome cardinals, “ That when a fovereign pontif Hoop’d 
“ fo low as to fue and intreat, his intreaties and offices ought to be re- 
£ receiv'd as commands." Others maintain, that without feeking in this 
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change .for fuch a refinement of vengeance, of which his genius was not Villier* 
over-capable, this pope had reflc&cd, or that his minifters had made him L ’ IstiE 
take notice, that in con iteration of the great eftcem and credit which \^ry\j 
mod of the knighfs had in all the courts of Europe, and above all, of that 
great height of power to which that military order had rais'd it felf? it no 
ways .fuited the interefts of the holy fee* that the emperor, and the kings 
of Sicily his fucceffors,fhould referve to themfelves the right of nominating 
to the biihoprick of Malta j which gave the^perfon fo nominated a privilege 
of entring into the council, and even the firft feat in it after that of the 
grand mafter ? that a cunning and intriguing bifhop, taking his advantage 
of the troubles which frequently difturb-'d Italy, migktengage the knights 
in parties oppolite to thofe of the pope : in a, word, that they ought never 
tqfuffer a religious, order that was continually in arms, that lay fo near 
Italy, and which had forces and a fleet at its, command, fhould be depen- 
dent on any other power than that of the holy, fee. t 

Whatever might have been his. motive, which was not without 
fome foundation j and- whatever inftances the emperor might make to 
oblige the pope to defiftfrom the nomination of cardinal Ghinucci? this 
pontif was fix’d and immoveable upon that <article, at the fame time that • 

he appear'd to be in the moft perfed intelligence with regard to Charles V. 
and that which might induce us to believe that his ftcadinefs was not 
the refill t of refentment, is, that lying at the point of death* and in thofe 
previous moments which decide our fate to all eternity, and in which all 
thqpafiions vanifti and difappear, he fent for cardinal Caraffa, whom he 
knew to be a zealous adherer to the interefts of the holy fee, and charg’d 
him to reprefent to his fucceffoti, that he >yas oblig’d in confcicnce to 
maintain ftrenuoufly the nomination he had made of Ghinucci. But as 
the laft deflres and intentions of even the moft abfolute monarchs are 
generally buried with them in their graves, Paul 111 . who fuccceded 
Clement, having receiv’d letters from the emperor written in the moft 
urgent terms, and being moreover defirous. for the fake of his own private 
inter eft with refped to his family, to keep in favour with fo powerful 
a prince, he refolv’d to give him fatisfa&ion. Accordingly, they begun to 
treat of the affair, when an expedient was found out to reconcile the in- 
terefts of the two competitors. Bofio, after having profecuted his affair for 
three years together, and fpent immenfe fums in the court of Rome, and 
in fuing for the emperor’s favour, at laft obtain'd his bulls? but upon con- 
dition of paying the cardinal an annual penfion of 9000 livres : and the 
emperor, who imagin’d he was oblig’d in honour to make Bofio enjoy the 
biftioprick of Malta in all its latitude, fince he had procur’d it for him, in 
order to indemnify him for the penfion, gave him an abbey in Sicily of the 
like value. Notwithftanding that this affair was not ended till the ponti- 
|iaatc of Paul III. I imagin'd my felf oblig'd to anticipate the conlcu- 1536. 
fion of it, for the fake of the reader, to prevent our being oblig'd to return 
to the fame incident by digreffions, which often confound and interrupt 
the thread of the narration. 

In the mean time, the ftcadinefs and refolution which Clement had 
difcpvcr’d in maintaining the nomination of cardinal Ghinucci, had not 
any way cooled the zeal he had difeover’d againft the infidels. Accordingly, 
he join'd a good number of his gallies to thofe of the emperor? when 
writing a brief, couch'd in the moft urgent terms, to the grand mafter, this 
prince immediately put to fea the great carrack, with the gallies and fhips 
of rhc Older for his quota. We may juftlyaffirm, that the order did not 
grant theft exhortations from the pontif to induce ittoputtofeathefe 
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V, L lier 6 armaments: for the knights* agreeable to the fpirit of theit inftitufiOHy 
Apam SLR out °f gratitude for the favours they had receiv'd from Charles V. 1 
were always ready to furnifh him with the mod powerful fuccours, when- 
ever war was to be made againft the infidels. There were few engage- 
ments, as will be feen in the fequel, either in Afia or Africa, wherein 
the standards of St.John were not feen Waving in the emperor's army. 

August the s th , this fquadron join’d the emperor’s fleet commanded 
by the famous Andrew Doria, prince of Melphi. That of the Turks, 
confiding of 70 fail, was at that time in the gulph of Larta, or de la Pre- 
vefa. Doria, in his courfe, met with 60 Venetian gallics near Zante? 
when he propofed to Vincent Capcllo, a noble Venetian, who was general 
of 'em, the joining of their fleets, after which they fhould force Gallipoli, 
and carry their arms as far as Conftantinoplc, which they would find 
drain’d of its ordinary garrifon j Solyman, he faid, having drawn it from 
thence to reinforce the army, which he commanded in perfon upon the 
frontiers of Hungary. But the Venetians, who were fo very careful not 
to give any umbrage to the Turks, that they often fuffer'd themfelves to 
be infulted, without daring fo much as to refent it, cxcufed themfelves 
from fharing in this enterprize, by faying, that they had promifed the 
grand feignior to be neuter in this war. The Chriflian fleet being at that 
time between the ifland of Sapicnza and Modon, they propos’d the be- 
fieging of the latter. The prior of Rome and the knights declar'd them- 
felves for that opinion, who would have been very glad to attempt by 
open force, the conqueft of a place which they had fail'd to furprize the 
year before. But the foldiers, who had little elfe for their pay but what 
they might get by plunder, difeover’d the utmoft relu&ance for that en- 
terprize i and did not fcruple to fay, and that publickly enough, that 
they would not expofe their lives in attacking foftroQg a place which the 
knights had glean’d fo thoroughly the year before, that they had left 
nothing to indemnify the vi&orious for all their toil. The council of 
war thought themfelves oblig’d to wink at difeourfes, which they would 
have puniflied, had the foldiers been duly paid } and thereupon refolv’d 
upon the fiege of Coron, a place whofe fortifications were much weaker 
than thole of Modon, and which was not above twelve miles diftant 
from it by land. 

Coron, or Corona, the antient Charonea, the country of Plutarch, 
that great philofopher and celebrated hiftorian, is fituated to the left of 
cape Gallo, and is in the (hape of a fealene triangle, or that whofe fides 
are unequal : one of the angles looks towards a craggy rock, the other 
two arc feen from the gulph of Coron, which ferves almoft as a port to 
the tower i but thefe angles are not walh’d by the waves, and one may 
eafily, by coafting along them, go round this fortrefs 5 which was fur- 
rounded with a wall built after the antique fafhion, of no great ftrength, 
but flank’d with fix towers of antient ftru&ure. 

Doria having taken a view of its fituation, landed his troops, after 
which he brought up his gallies, and placed them behind his high-built 
(hips, and particularly the great carrack of the order, which, firing over 
the gallies, beat down moft of the fortifications of the place. All the 
. artillery of thofc ftiips, and two batteries which they had raifed on Ihorc, 
having made a wide breach, the count of Sarno and Mendoza, colonel 
of a Spanifh regiment, were commanded to attempt a ftorm, which they 
accordingly did with the utmoft bravery ; nor did they meet with left 
courage in the Turks, who kill’d three hundred of their foldkrs, with 
fevcral officers, and wounded a much greater number. The priors of 
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Rome and of Auvergne, who advanced to their fuccour, took their 
places i they were both come from on board the great cat-rack at the 
head of two hundred knights, and five hundred foldiers in the order’s 
pay. This fccond aflault was full as bloody as the firft ; unhappily for 
the befiegers, their ladders were too Ihort for the height of the walls,- fo 
that the knights were forced, in order to gain the top of the breach, to 
catch hold of the wall, and to climb it by main ftrength of their hands 
and feet. 

In this difadvantageous fituation, they found themfelvcs expofed to 
the fire of the fmall arms, and annoy’d by the crofs-bows s nor were 
ftones, fire- works, and fealding oil (par’d on this occafion. Great num- 
bers of them loft their lives by thefc different weapons : but as they had 
all taken a refolution of being cut to pieces at the foot of the walls, 
rather than give over the ftorm, they, after having call’d upon the name 
of St.John, which was their watch- word, pufli'd forward with fo much 
fury, and crouded fo faft one upon another, that they at laft lifted up the 
foremoft to the top of the breach, when they made themfelvcs mafters of 
it, and planted the great ftandard of the order upon ir. The armies both 
of fea and land (houted for joy at the light of this fignal of vittory : 
thefc acclamations made the befieged believe that the Chriftians were 
mafters of the place ; upon which, fuch of the inhabitants as were ftill 
intrenched in different parts of the city, and the garrifon of the caftle, 
fet up a white flag, which was foon follow'd by a capitulation $ the native 
Turks and their houfes were fpar'd, butthofeof the Jews were abandon’d 
to the foldiers. Doria, after this, went and befieged Patras, which he 
took i at the fame time that the gallies of the order made themfelves 
mafters of the caftle of Ardinel, and other forts lituated along the coaft, 
which made but very little refiftance. After this expedition, as the winter 
was drawing near, the different fquadrons of which the Chriftian fleet 
was compofed, feparated, and retir’d into their refpedive ports. 

The year following, the Turks, who did not care to belofers, made 
a powerful armament to recover Coron } and as foon as the feafon per- 
mitted them to keep the fea, a famous corfair, nam'd the Moor, by 
Solyman’s order block'd up that place with four great gallies, at the fame 
time that another Turkifh general befieg’d it by land. 

Doria was no fooner inform’d of their defigns, but he immediately 
put to fea, and was reinforced by the pope’s gallies and thofe of the 
order, commanded by the prior of Rome. The Chriftian fleet advanced 
in good order againft the infidels ; the foldiers call’d out aloud for battle, 
but Doria, who had as much bravery as experience, whether it were from 
prudential motives, or in order to perpetuate himfelf in the command, 
ever avoided coming «o a decifive battle j and ufed to fay frequently, that 
he never lov’d to be in thofe engagements wherein fortune had a greater 
(hare than the conduct of the general. All he deffgn'd, was to throw 
fuccours into the place, and afterwards retire ; in this view, he placed 
the great carrack of Malta at the head of his fleet, from whence, as from 
a fore and a cittadel, he maul'd the Turks prodigioufly, and had given 
orders to the captains under his immediate command, to take their ad- 
vantage, during the fire and fmoke of the cannon, to run feveral barks 
full of foldiers and ammunition into the place j but this defign was (o 
ill executed, that thefe (mail veflels were fuddenly furrounded with the 
Turkifh gallies: upon this the Chriftians are feiz'd with a panics fomc 
throw themfelves into the main body of the army } others, who were got 
alhore, imagin'd they (hould more ctfily avoid the fury of the infidels, by 
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ViLtiERs throwing themfelvcs into their boats 5 but they crouded in fuch great 
veL’Isle numbers, and with fuch great precipitation, that they funk to the 
bottom, and thus haftend their death by endeavouring to fly from it. 

j HE Xurks being thus matters of part of the convoy, fell afterwards 
upon the great Ihips j the combat was now become general } gallies at- 
tack gallies, and Ihips engage with (hips : Doria on one fide, and the prior 
of Rome on the other, come to the afliftance of fuch as were moft briskly 
attack'd ; their prefence infpires the foldiers with frefh courage, and re- 
ftores order in the fleet. Fortune foon fhifts lides, the Chriftians recover 
their fmall vettels, take fcveral from the Turks, and moreover thofe 
infi dels having thrown themfelves fword in hand into a fhip belonging to 
the order, and being already matters of the upper deck, another Maltcfe 
fhip comes up, which difengages that belonging to the order, and makes 
the aflailants prifoners } whom they load with the very chains, which they 
had defign'd for thofe knights. 

I n fine, this great croud of mafts begins to thin by degrees, the great 
noife is lefs ftunning by the death of fome, and the flight of others. The 
victorious Doria throws provifions into Coron, fets fail again, purfues 
the infidels, and feeks for fr e(h opportunities to immortalize his name. 

The fquadron of the order being recall’d by the grand matter, feparates 
from the body of the Chriftian fleet, and returns into the ports. Malta, 
Tripoli, the coafts of Naples and Sicily were equally threatned by Barba- 
rofia, captain of the corfairs of Barbary, who with 82 gallics fcour'd thofe 
feas, and carried terror and dread in all thofe places, without any one's 
being abloto know where the ttorm would fall. As the old city of Malta 
was but poorly fortified 5 that the town, where the convent refided, was 
commanded from feveral places ; and that the cattle of St. Angelo was the 
only, place it could retire to ; the council was of opinion, that they Ihould 
leave only three hundred knights to defend it j that the grand matter 
Ihould retire into Sicily, and tranfport thither the convent, the relieks, the 
church-ornaments, the records and treafures of the order. But this ge- 
nerous old man bravely rejeded this advice, with faying, “ I have never 
** yet fled from the enemies of the crofs, and the world fhall never fee me 
“ fet fo bad an example to all my religious, only for the fake of preferving 
“ the remains of a languifhing life.” Upon which, he immediately fent 
an hundred knights, with fome companies of foot, into that tower, which 
went by the name of the notable city $ and rais'd, as quick as poiliblc, 
and as well as the time would allow, feveral advanc’d works to the tower 
of the town. All the inhabitants of the ifland, by the grand matter’s or- 
1 der, took up arms 1 and that the relicks and records of the order might 

be out of danger, he fent them over into Sicily, where that precious 
charge was preferv’d with the greatett care. After having thus taken all 
thefe prudent meafures, he waited the arrival of the Barbarians with the 
utmott refolution j but their general took another courfe, he return’d 
to Africa, when he made fome attempts, of which mention will be 
made in the firquel. 

. The grand matter, who attended as much to the prefervation of Arid 
discipline, as to the defence of the ftate, took the advantage of fummoning 
a general chapter, during this interval which the infidels allow'd him. 
Since the lofs of BJiodcs, and during the fpacc of eight years that the or- 
der, without having any fettled habitation, had wandred up and down in 
different places, feveral abufes had crept into the order, which he thought 
fit to remedy- The knights at their firfl arrival at Malta, had made fhift 
with taking up their abodes in feparate houfes, in different quarters of the 
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town and other places in the ifland, in oppofition to the cuftom of the Viixier# 
order and what had been obferv'd at Rhodes, where there was one quarter DK L ’ Isr * K 
of the city call'd Collachio, which was inhabited by the knights only, 
none of the laity being allow'd to dwell there. The grand matter, in con- 
cert with the chapter, reftor'd fo prudent a regulation in Malta, fo that 
all the knights were oblig’d to have their dwellings near his, and under 
the eye as it were of fo exafit and vigilant a fuperior. 'Twas from the fame 
fpirit of religion that they forbid the wearing of too pompous habits, fo 
oppolite to that modefty and ttmplicity which (hines with fomuchluftre 
in a religious ; and fo far did they carry the feverity of this regulation 
againft every thing that had the leaft air of a vain and oftentatious dif- 
tin&ion, as to forbid all fuch commanders as were grand crofies to wear it 
out of Malta j and they were not allow’d to adorn them felves with it, but 
on that day only when they fet out from their refpe&ive countries and 
commandcries, to return to the capital of the order. 

From thefc particular regulations, they proceeded to the moft impor- 
tant affairs of government. The chapter in a body had the treaty made 
with the emperor, relating to the eftabliihment of the order in the ifland 
of Malta, reprefented to them, and confirm’d it by a folemn aft. They 
admit the appeals from the common council to a full council, that is to 
fay, into which they admitted, befides the great crofles, two of the moft 
antient knights of each language j but it was agreed that the appeal from 
this laft council fhould have no fufpenfive effed, and that the fentences 
which fhould be pronounc’d from this tribunal, fhould be executed but 
by patent only, notwithftanding the appeal to the general chapter. 

As the order was engag’d in very great cxpences j as it maintain’d fix 
or (even gallics, without reckoning the high-built fhips and brigantines $ as 
it kept forces in the iflands of Malta, of Goza and Tripoli in its pay} as 
they were oblig’d to fupport the people who were come with them from 
Rhodes, and to build a city and an infirmary ; the chapter thought proper 
to augment the refponfions upon the commanderies of the order : and they 
befought the grand matter, whom they knew to be entirely difinterefted, 
to continue the care he took of the adminiftration of the revenue. 

The chapter ended with this laft regulation, the aflembly of which 
would have been very advantageous to the order, had not a difordcr broke 
out, towards the conclufion of it, or a little after, in which fome of the 
languages, engaging themfelves, came to blows, and rais’d a tumult and 
afcandal, which gave the higheft uneafinefs to the grand matter and to the 
whole body of the order. 

T he fubjed of this quarrel arofe from a private difpure which hap- 
pen'd- between a Florentine gentleman, a layman, one of the prior of 
Rome’s domefticks, and a young French knight, nephew to the commander 
Servlcr, of the language of Provence. They fought, and the French 
knight was (lain : the uncle of the deceas’d, who pretended that the Floren- 
tine had us’d foul play in the duel, put himfelf at the head of his friends, 
and went in fearch of him; when having met him, attended in like manner 
with fome other gentlemen of the prior's dependants, they fell upon them, 
wounded feveral, and oblig’d them to fly for their lives, and take fan&uary 
in the palace of their patron. 

This nobleman, who was immenfely rich, akinfman, and, as others 
fay, nephew to the pope, and general of his gallies and thofeof the order, 
had no lefs than threefcore perfons, who were either lay gentlemen or I- 
talian knights, in his fcrvice. Thefe immediately arm'd themfelves, and 
rulh'd out to revenge their countrymans and without making any diftin&ion 
Vol.II. Q. between 
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VittiE&s between the languages of France, fell with the utmoft fury upon all fuch 
ce L'Isle Frenchmen as they met 5 they kill’d fomc, wounded fevcral others, and 
rais’d a private quarrel to an open and declar’d war between the two na- 
tions. The knights of the languages of Auvergne, and of France, fur- 
priz’d and enrag’d at fuch an infult, join’d themfelves to thofe of Provence. 
The whole nation met, and united themfelves at the houfe of the chevalier 
de Blevillc, in order to take vengeance for that outrage. But the affembly, 
before they carried their refentments to a greater height, fent deputies to 
the grand matter to fue for juftice from his hands. Accordingly the grand 
matter inform’d the prior of Rome of their complaints, and order’d him 
at the fame time to punitti the guilty. 

Salviati, proud of his being related to the reigning pontif, and 
who look’d upon himfelf as another grand matter, contented himfelf with 
putting the moft criminal of his gentlemen under an arreft on board his ad- 
miral-galley ; and fent word to the injur'd languages, to acquaint them 
that he would do them juftice, after he had enquir’d into the affair ; think- 
ing this fufficicnt fatisfattion. This haughty manner of proceeding, fo op- 
posite to the genius of fo noble a republick, the fevcral members of which, 
thought themfelves upon the fame level, rais’d again the refentments of the 
French knights. The prior’s anfwer appear’d to them to be no more than a 
mere (ham, and purpofely calculated to elude their juft complaints j and 
they did not fo much confider the feizing of the criminals as a confinement, 
as a means which that prior made ufe of to fereen them from the authority 
of the laws, the jurifdi&ion of the council, and the judges of the order. 
Infomueh, that without confulting cither themfelves, the order, or the du- 
ties of true religious, they rufti out well arm’d, throw themfelves into the 
prior’s galley, make themfelves matters of it, and in their fury and refent- 
ment ftab four of fuch of the prior’s gentlemen who were under an arreft, 
who had either kill'd or wounded their Companions j and proud of the 
(hameful honour of a revenge, fo unworthy Of their profeffion, they, after 
this bloody execution, come from on board the admiral-galley, as it were 
in triumph, and retire to their refpettive inns. 

The prior, exafperated at the maffacre of his gentlemen, calls all the 
knights of the language of Italy about him, and by his emiffarics gains over 
to his intereft the two languages of Spain, viz. Arragonand Caftile, who 
declare in his favour, and come arm'd to his affiftance. The French, who 
were ftill in a body, hearing of this confederacy, iffuc out afre(h from their 
inns, and advance up to the prior’s houfe in fearch of their enemies $ thefe 
ply them with their musket-ftiot, and were anfwer'd by as brisk a fire. A 
diforder like this had never happen’d in the order ever fince its foundation, 
there was a dreadful tumult in that quarter of the city ; in vain the grand 
matter order'd them to retire, no command was obey’d, no obedience 
was fhewn, difeord reign’d in each quarter of the city : Each party obey'd 
no orders, but fuch as fury, or the tranfports of a mad paflion infpir'd. 
They continued to fire on all fidcs, and the prior having fent for fome pie- 
ces of artillery from on board his gallics, the French on their fide brought a 
cannon, which they level’d againft his palace-gate, in order to beat it to 
pieces : the night, which was coming on, heighrned the diforder and con- 
fufion. The grand matter, vex’d to the foul, to fee his knights fighting a- 
gainft one another, was for going out, and trying whether his prefence 
might not have the power to check the mutineers. Bur the council, fear- 
ing left this venerable old man in the darknefs of the night, and in the 
midft of fo dreadful a tumult, (hould happen to be wounded, conjur’d 
him to keep in his palace, and fent in his ftcad, and at the head of the gar- 
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rifon of the cattle, the bailif of Manofquc, an antient knight, who was re- 
vered by both parties, and that more for his wifdom than his dignity. 
This nobleman, artfully intermixing juft reproaches with the fofteft and 
moft engaging exprefllons, brought both parties to hear him $ after which, 
he oblig'd them both to lay down their arms. They all now difpers’d feve- 
rally, the night calm’d their fury and animofity, and ftiame and repen- 
tance rofe with the dawn : But the grand matter did not think proper to 
fuffer the authors of a tumult that gave fo ill a precedent, to go unpunilh’d j 
accordingly he depriv’d twelve of the habit s and, if Bofio is to be credited, 
they threw into the fea fome of the moft headftrong and ftubborn, who 
refus’d to own their crime, and were capable at the fame time of perpetra- 
ting frdh ones, and renewing the fedition. 

How juft foever this chaftifemcnt might be, the grand matter was as 
much concern'd at the punifhment he had been oblig'd to inflid, as at the 
crime. This threw him into a fit of fickncfs, when he bewail’d himfelf, 
as of the greateft misfortune that had ever befelhim, for having furviv'd 
the lofs of Rhodes, only to be a melancholy witnefs of the violence and 
rebellion of his religious. The fear of worfe ftill to come, the pride 
and haughtinefs of his knights, difguis'd under the name of courage, 
and the luxury and effeminacy of others, the unhappy fruits of the moft 
criminal pafilons, which, in fpite of his example, and the feverity of his 
difeipline, had already crept into the order : all thefe fevcral circumftances 
united, threw this great man into a deep melancholy 5 he now only 
languifh’d away the poor remains of life j and the melancholy news he 
continually receiv'd from England, the confcquences of which he 
forefaw would be fatal to the order, brought him infenfibly to his 
grave. 

Henry VIII. as was already obferv’d in the 9 th book, was then 
reigning in that iftand j this prince had married Catherine of Arragon, the 
widow of his brother Arthur prince of Wales, having obtain’d a difpen- 
fation from pope Julius II. to that purpofe, and had now liv’d eighteen 
years with the queen his wife in the fweeteft union and moft per fed har- 
mony 1 when an inordinate pafiion for a young Englilh lady*, railed fome 
fcruples in his mind with refped to the validity of his marriage j and 
as if, in the midft of the tranfports of his pafiion, his confcience had been 
touch’d, he at leaft made ufe of it as a handle to juftify his divorce with 
the queen. 

This princcfs, who had very few charms, and the too dangerous 
ones of Anna Bullen, eafily perfuaded him that his difpenfation was not 
valid ; he was a king, and as fuch, did not want either fervile courtiers, 
or mercenary learned men, who flatter’d him in his error. 

The affair was carried to Rome, and at the pope's tribunal : the fteady 
refufal of Clement VII. to approve the pretences for his divorce, made 
this imperious and pafConare prince rebel againft the authority of the 
holy fee. As he found he fhould never obtain the favour he fo earneftly 
fued for, he refolv'd to do without it, and he imagin'd that he fhould 
looneft effect it by aboliihing the authority of the pontifs in his dominions. 
He went farther } for in concert with the parliament, which he had cun- 
ningly made a party in this affair, he inverted himfelf with that lpirimal 
jpower, and was not afham’d to make him be declar’d the fupreme head of 
the church of England l?y a< 2 t of parliament, to free himlelf from the 
obligation of fubquttjng to the judgment of the vifiblc head of the 
univerlal church, which refufed to difunite what God had join'd 
together. 

Henry, 
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Henry, once fo wife and underftanding a prince, but now hurried 
away by the tranfports of his paflion, perfecuted with the utmoft cruelty 
all fuch of his fubje&s as refufed to adore the vain phantom of his fu- 
premacy. Prelates, eccleftafticks, religious, laymen, all loft their lives 
for refufing to fubfcribe to the double divorce he had juft made, with the 
catholick church, and Catherine of Arragon, his Jawful wife. The crime 
of high-treafon, which under evil princes is often the crime of the inno- 
cent, fupply'd all thofe pretences which were wanting to bring them to 
deftru&ion. The parliament, which Henry had artfully prevail’d upon 
to be the minifter of his paftions, profcrib'd the illuftrious Pool, a man 
more diftinguifh'd by his piety and his profound erudition, than by his 
royal extraction, which he drew from the duke of Clarence, brother to 
Edward IV. 

The king of England had eagerly fought his approbation, and would 
fain have oblig’d him to write in favour of his errors : but he was not to 
be mov’d either by the promifes or menaces of this prince $ he repre- 
fentcd to him with the greateft ftcadinefs and intrepidity, the injuftice of 
his new pretenfions. This prince, who would fain have had the repu- 
tation of being a lover of truth, and the fatisfa&ion of never hearing it, 
could not pardon him this liberty. Pool, that he might not be expos'd 
to his refentments, withdrew to Rome $ when the pope took him under 
his protedion, and honour'd the facred college, by railing him to the 
dignity of a cardinal. 

Henry imputed this eminent title to him as a crime j he fet a price 
upon his head, and ’tis pretended that he would infallibly have been aflalfi- 
nated by certain banditti, whom the king of England had hir'd for that 
purpofe j had not the pope, who rever’d the Ihining qualities of the 
Englilh cardinal, given him guards to prevent any fuch attempt. Pool’s 
difgracc was fatal to his whole houfe : Margaret Plantagenet, countefs of 
Salisbury, his mother i Henry Pool, lord Montacutc, his brother ; Henry 
Courtney, marquifs of Exeter, his coultn, being accus'd of holding a 
correfpondcnce with the new cardinal, loft their lives upon a fcaffold. 
The king, ever extreme in his revenge, made young Courtney, who was 
fon to Henry, feel the effefts of it. He, indeed, was alham'd to put a 
young child to death, but then he threw him into the tower, where he 
buried him in prifon, for fear he (hould one day attempt to revenge his 
father’s death. 

I n the midft of all thefe executions, the proteftants, tho’ they dis- 
own’d the authority of the fee of Rome, did hot meet with a better 
treatment. Henry, who was an enemy to every kind of novelty that was 
not of his own creation, from an unparallel’d and whimlical kind of 
cruelty, burnt all fuch hereticks, and hang'd all fuch catholicks, as dared 
to adhere publickly to the holy fee. The major part of the courtiers 
being doubtful of the prince's religion, had none themfelves but his will. 
Both catholicks as well as proteftants, conceal’d their religion as a crime; 
fo that nothing but a rebellion againft the fee of Rome could be openly 
difeover'-d with impunity. This was the idol of the court, and the only 
means of maintaining one's felf in it. The king, to revenge himfelf upon 
the religious, who perfever’d in the obedience that was due to the holy fee, 
gave up their'poflemons as a prey to his courtiers: but thefe very pofTeffions* 
which had been lb very unjuftly acquir'd, plung'd them infeniibly from 
fchifm into hcrefy. Many, in the reign of Edward his Ion, in order to 
obviate the making of fo neceftary a reftitution, embraced the opinions 
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of Luthec and Calvin, and at laft the moft ufefiil opinion appear'd to them Viziers 
the trueft and molt genuine. deL’Isce 

The commanders and knights of Malta, devoted in a particular man- 
ner to the fee of Rome, and who acknowledg'd the pope to be their firft ’ nv/ ' 
fuperior, were not exempt from this perfecution. But as this order, being 
partly compos’d of the prime nobility, was powerful in the kingdom, and 
that the prior of St. John of London had even a feat in parliament, in qua- 
lity of firft baron of England ; he fiifpended the proferibing of them, and 
the entire fupprelfion of the order, till fuch time as he had got it authoriz’d, 
which he afterwards did by aft of parliament. In the mean time; there was 
fcarce oneindireft perfecution but he made them fuffer, the greateft part 
of them being arrefted upon various pretences, or at .leaf! they feiz’d upon 
the revenues of their commanderies. Such as could efcape the malice and 
cruelty of his minifters, and who forefaw the fatal confeqtiences of the 
fchifm, abandon’d all. their polfefiions, and withdrew to Malta, where 
they came without any certain fund for their fubfiftence. The grand 
mafter, like a good father, fupplied all their wants with the moft extenfive 
charity, and endeavour’d to adminifter con folation to them, of which he 
himfelf flood in as great need. A Chriftian king's thus perfecuting an 
order, which had deferv' d fo well of all Chriftcndom, compleated the 
meafure of that feries of misfortunes he had labour’d under during his 
grand mafterfhip : Being no longer able to bear up under them, he 
fell lick, when a violent fever foon confumed the little remains of life he 
had left, and accordingly he expired in the arms of his knights, who were 
fodear to him, on the 2i ft of Auguft. Thus died a prince fo highly de- 1534. 
ferving for his uncommon bravery, for his heroic, conftancy, and for the Auguft ai. 
wifdom and mildnefs of his government ) virtues which he poflefs'd in a 
moft eminent degree* and which they afterwards endeavour'd to reprefent 
by thefe few words, which were engraven on his monument : 

HERE LIES VIRTUE 
VICTORIOUS OVER FORTUNE. 

B ROTHER Peter duPont, of anilluftiious houfe of the county of Peter 
A ft, defeended of the antient lords of Lombriac, and of Cafal-Gros in T>v Pont. 
Piedmont, and bailif of Santa Euphemia in Calabria, fuccceded Villicrs de 
l'lfle Adam. He was at that time in his bailiwick, and his merit and vir- I534 “ 
tues were his only recommendation : He was an antient knight, of very Bofio, 1. 7. 
grave and fevere morals, a drift obferverof regular difeipline ; and his e- 
leftion is a manifeft proof, that if, through the calamity of the times, the 
ftatutes might have been executed with lefs exaftnefs than formerly, yet 
neverthelcfs in affairs of moment, and particularly in the eleftion of grand 
mafters, all the knights at that time confulted only their confcience, and 
that merit only carried all their voices. 

Thomas Bosio, ’the bifhop of Malta eleft, was fent by the coun- 
cil to the grand mafter, to carry him the inftrument of his eleftion. No 
fooner was the news brought to him, but he burft into tears, and 
would willingly have been excufed from accepting of fo great a dignity ; 
but an unhappy piece of news, which he receiv’d by a frefh exprefs, deter- 
min'd him at once, and haftned his departure. They had fince difpatch'd 
the chevalier Gefvalle, to give him advice of the revolutions that had juft 
happen’d in Africa, and in the kingdom of Tunis, which Barbarofla had 
juft feiz’d upon, and that this formidable cor fair threatned Tripoli with a 
fiege. The new grand mafter went immediately on board, and came to 
V o l. II. R Malta 
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Malta the io ,h of November: his firft cares were to fend a powerful fuc- 
cour to Tripoli 4 but altho’ they Ihould have tranfported thither all the 
forces of the order, how brave and intrepid foever the knights might be, 
they would not have been capable, with four or live gallics only, to make 
head againft Barbarofia, who was mafter of two fuch powerful Bates as 
Algiers and Tunis, and who moreover in quality of Bafha of thefea, and 
grand admiral of Solyman, had an hundred gallies, and upwards of two 
hundred veflels of different bulk under his command. He was brother 
to Horruc, or Horace Barbarofia, both of them famous for their bravery 
and fortune. 

These twocorfairs, tho’ both born among the dregs of the people in 
the city of Mitylene, were not neverthelefs of an obfcure birth. From 
their youth, and as foon as they were able to bear arms, they gave fome 
marks of their courage and ambition, and fcour'd together the feas, with 
only a tingle brigantine, which was all their fortune. 

A n intrepid bravery, a happy fuccefs in their attempts, and a number 
of contiderable prizes, increas'd their reputation and ftrength. They ei- 
ther bought, or got fhips and gallies built, made up a little fleet, and 
gain'd over other pirates to their ftandards, who acknowledg'd them for 
their leaders and generals. Neither ambition nor riches could difunitc the 
two brothers : Horruc, who was the elder, had indeed the principal com- 
mand, but Airadin had as much authority in his ablence $ they were c- 
qually brave, equally cruel, refolutc corfairs, and call'd thcmfelves friends 
of the fea, and enemies to all thofe who fail'd on that element ; they fell 
upon Mufulmcn and Chrifiians, without diftin&ion j and by carrying on 
the trade of thieves and corfairs, learn’d.infentibly that of conquerors. 

There was now nothing wanting to complcat their fortune, but 
their being mafters of a port, to carry their prizes into $ when the war that 
broke out between Selim Eutemi, prince of Algiers, and his brother, gave 
them an opportunity of gratifying themfelves in what they wanted, by de- 
claring for one of thofe princes, and afterwards cradling both. For 
Horruc being receiv’d in Algiers, in quality of an ally, made himfelf 
mafter of it ; when getting Eutemi ftrangled, who had call'd him to his 
afiiftance, his troops proclaim'd him king of Algiers 5 and, in order to 
eftablifh his conqueft by a powerful prote&ion, he paid homage for it to 
Solyman, emperor of the Turks, and made himfelf tributary, to him. 
He afterwards took the cities of Circella and Bugia, won the kingdom 
of Tremezen, of which Algiers had formerly been a part j and gain'd fc- 
veral advantages over the Spaniards, who had undertaken the defence of 
the king of Tremezen their vaftal. But as the fate of arms is doubtful and 
uncertain, he was befteg'd in the capital of his kingdom * when, after a 
ftubborn defence, the artillery of the Spaniards having reduced the fortifi- 
cations of that place to allies, being unable to hold out any longer, or re- 
folve with himfelf to capitulate, he endeavour'd to cfcapc with his trea- 
fures by a fubterraneous pafiage, that ran as far as’the plains. The mar- 
quifs of Gomara, governor of Oran, who commanded at the fiege, having 
notice of his flight, purfued him very clofe. 

Barbarossa, in order to retard the purfuit of the Spaniards, and to 
gain time to reach the defarts, fcatter’d at certain diftances as he fled, gold, 
filver, and rich fluffs. But nothing was able to fufpend the purfuit of the 
Chriftians, who fell upon him at the brink of the river Hucxda, fo that he 
was now oblig’d to fight : Barbarofia flood his ground ; the defpair.he was, 
in, of cfcaping out of the hands of his enemies, heighten'd his courage, and 
the fight of inevitable danger banilh’d all fear from his breaft. Ha rallies. 

with 


Digitized by 


Google 



THE KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 

with fury into the midft of the Chriftians, and kills fevcral officers with 
his own hand; but after all, as the odds were very great, the greater 
number prevail’d, and Barbarofla being furrounded on all ftdes, fell 
with ijoo men who had accompanied him in his retreat, who were all 
cut to pieces. His brother Airadin, with the name of Barbarofla, took upon 
bimfelf the title of king of Algiers, and afterwards aflociated with two 
famous pirates, who were his lieutenants. The one of them nam'd 
Airadin, a native of Caramania, and who for his fury and cruelty was call’d 
*D evil-driver ; the other corfair, arenegado Jew of Smyrna, was known 
by the name of Strum. Thefe three corfairs were the terror of all theChriflian 
coafts, and fubje&ed as Hr were the Mediterranean under their empire. 
*Devil- driver not contented with the prizes he daily made at fea, was 
defirous, after the example of Barbarofla, and perhaps to withdraw himfclf 
from his authority, to fettle himfelf in an independent ftate. Accordingly 
he furpriz'd Tagiora, of which mention has been made in the beginning of 
this book, made himfelf maflerofit, advanc’d with his fquadron into the 
port, and had the vanity to get himfelf to be proclaimed king. 

B u t in order to appear to the world ftill aflociated with Barbarofla, at 
the fame time that he gave him notice of his new conqucft, he paid homage 
to him for it, and protefted that he would ever adhere inviolably to his 
interefts. Barbarofla, tho' offended with the ambition of his lieutenant, 
neverthelefc thought it the wifeft part to diflemble an injury which he could 
not revenge without weakning himfelf. He therefore receiv’d Airadin's 
homage, congratulated him upon his conqueft ; when this corfair finding 
every thing was fccure with refpeft to Algiers, made inroads into the ter- 
ritory of Tripoli. A war now broke out between the knights and this 
new prince, who took from them two brigantines belonging to the order j 
oblig'd thofe of Gienzor, his neighbours, to break the alliance and the treaty 
which they had made with Tripoli j and to keep the knights invefted as 
it were in that place, he, in fpight of all their opposition, rais'd at the 
difiance of a cannon-fhot a tower or caftle, fincc call'd the tower of Alcaide, 
where nothing could come in or go out of the port of Tripoli, but it was 
immediately difeover’d. 

MuleyHascen, a Moorifh prince, king of Tunis, who dreaded 
the ambition and neighbourhood of the Turk, made a particular alliance 
with the governor of Tripoli againfi him, and refblv’d to drive this corfair 
from his new conqucft before he could have time to firengthen himfelfin 
it. In this view, he rais’d a confiderable body of forces, moft of whom 
were Arabian peafants ; when the knights furniihing him with a train of 
artillery, he befieg’d Tagiora. But whether it was owing to the valour 
and bravery of Airadin, or the unskilfulncfs of Hafccn's generals, that 
prince was oblig'd to raife the fiege, and to employ afterwards in his own 
defence thofe very forces which he had rais’d only to attack his enemies, 

H as c e n, of whom mention is now made, was fon to Muiey Mahomet, 
who had had thirty four children by feveral wives* Altho' Muiey was t-he 
laft, as is pretended, or at leaft one of the youngeft, his mother, who was 
probably the favourite fultanefs, had fo great an afeendant over Mahomet, 
as to obtain a declaration from him in favour of her fon, by which he 
appointed him his fucceflbr. This ambitious woman, to, prevent his 
changing his refolution, got him immediately poifbnld. This crime was 
the firft ft'ep by which Hafcen afeended to the throne s and in ordoHO 
maintain himfelfin it, he either murder’d or put out the eyes of the great- 
eft part of his brothers or nephew?. Arafchid, who was one of the eldeft 
of his brothers, efcap'd him : this prince fled to Algiers for refuge, and 
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Peter implor’d the prote&ion of Barbarofla the corfair ; who hoping to make 

du Pont. an advantage of their divifions, gave him a favourable reception : He even 
promis’d him a powerful fuccour, but at the fame time gave him to under- 
ftand, that as he was the grand feignior’s officer as well as vaflal, he could 
not engage in that enterprize without his leave ; but that if he would 
agree to go with him to Conftantinople, he did not doubt but that that 
great Prince and the whole Divan would approve of a war fo juft in it felf, 
and the feveral advantages of which, as well as the eafe with which it might 
be carried on, he promis’d to repreftnt to his Highnefs. 

The Moorilh prince, who was now at his laft fiiifts, gave himfelfup 
entirely to hiscounfcls. Barbarofla, who had his private views, carried him 
to Conftantinople; where being arriv’d, the perfidious corfair, in a fe- 
cret audience which he obtain'd of the grand feignior, reprefented to him, 
that it would be an eafy matter for him, by the help of the party, and the 
intelligence which Arafchid held in Tunis, to feizc upon that city and the 
whole kingdom, and to annex it afterwards to his empire. Solyman, 
greedy of glory, and to extend the bounds of his empire, was plcafed 
with his reafons : accordingly, he iflued out orders for the fitting out 
an extraordinary armament in all his ports ; fo that it was not long before 
they put to fea ninety gallies, and upwards of two hundred veflels laden 
with ammunition and land forces. The grand feignior fhew’d Arafchid 
the utmoft kindnefs, who, at the fight of fo formidable an army, flat- 
ter’d himfelf that he lhould re-enter Tunis, as it were, in triumph. 
But when they were juft going to embark, Solyman had him arrefted 
in the feraglio ; and the whole was executed with fo much fecrccy, that 
when they fet fail, the whole fleet imagin'd that this unfortunate prince 
was on board the admiral, and in the general's galley. 

This corfair had no fooner fet fail from Conftantinople, but the 
better to conceal his defigns from the king of Tunis, he flood for the 
coaft of Italy, ravaged the coafts of Apulia and Calabria, fpread the 
terror of his arms in Naples and Gay eta 5 and after having ranfack’d the 
towns and villages, made flaves of a numbcrlefs multitude of the inha- 
bitants, and left the moft dreadful marks of his fury in all places, he went 
through the Pharo of Meffina, made the fame cruel havock along the 
coafts of Sicily, drew near to cape Paflaro, as if he had intended to make 
a defeent there, and afterwards turn’d fhort towards Africa 5 when he 
landed near Goletta, and gave out that he brought back Arafchid. Then, 
in order to procure the favour of the garrifon of the fort, he faluted it 
with a difeharge of his artillery, but without ball * and having fent an 
officer into the place, to demand of the governor for whom he held it; 
“ We arc (reply'd thcaga) the fervantsof events; and we (hall keep the 
“ place for that party in whofe favour fortune (hall declare herfelf, and 
“ for that prince, of the feveral competitors, whom (he (hall make king 
“ of Tunis." 

Barbarossa, who was not ignorant of the importance of this place, 
it being the key of the kingdom, difpatch’d a meflenger to reprefent to 
him, that the grand feignior had fent him to place the lawful heir upon the 
throne of Tunis; that he had orders to attack and cut to pieces all fuch 
as (hould oppofe him in it ; that he might fatisfy himfelf with his own 
eyes how formidable that prince was, and whether he was able to make 
head againft it. The perfon who was intruded with this negociation, 
manag'd it fo artfully, and knew fo well how to intermix promifes with 
histhrCats, that the governour, perhaps brib’d alfo by confiderable fums of 
‘money; deliver'd up the place to the corfair; who, leaving a ftrong gar- 
rifon 
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rifbn in it, advanced up into the ports of Tunis. This city, the capital of Peter 
a kingdom of the fame name, isfituated on the coaft of Barbary to the Du p °nt. 
north of Africa, between Tripoli and Algiers, at the point of thcgulph 
of Goletta, and two miles from the Mediterranean, from whence one 
might difeover the ruins of the famous Carthage. 

The city of Tunis was faid to have confifted at that time of upwards 
of twenty thoufand houfes, and was peopled in proportion ; but then it 
was barely wall’d without any fortifications : and as it was commanded 
from fcvcral places on the weft fide, its whole ftrength lay only in the 
caftle, and the number of its inhabitants. 

Upo» the approach of Barbarofla’s army, and the reports they fpread 
of prince Arafchid’s being at the head of the Turks, the people, who arc 
ever greedy, and often ruin'd by the change of mafters, rofc and took up 
arms. Hafcen, who was afraid they would abandon him, came out of 
the caftle, endeavour’d to quell the fedition, and reminded the mutineers 
of the fidelity which they had fwom to him ; and in order to draw them 
over to him, ftoop’d fo low as to make even the moft groveling intreaties. 

But whether it were from an abhorrence of his government, or out c^f 
companion for Arafchid, becaufe he was unhappy, the people reje&cd 
with loud cries, and even contempt, all the remonftrances and intreaties 
the king could make 5 fo that this prince, fearing they fhould attempt to 
murder him, or deliver him up to his enemy, immediately left the city, 
without fo much as once going back into the caftle, or carrying off his 
treafures with him. 

Mar mol. In his defeription of Africa, relates, that that prince had HiftoryoftJl# 
own’d to him, that in the great confufion, the approach of his enemies, kingdom of 
and the revolt of his fubjetts, had thrown him into; he, when he went Tuni *' 
down from the caftle into the city, had forgot a red velvet purfc, wherein 
were two hundred diamonds of an extraordinary fize, and of an in* 
eftimable value. 

H e had no fooner left Tunis, but the inhabitants open'd the gates 
to his enemies, when immediately Barbaroffa enter'd into it at the head 1535. 
of nine thoufand Turks, and made himfelf matter of the caftle and the 
principal pofts of the city. The inhabitants had receiv’d him at firft with 
the higheft teftimonies of joy $ but when they faw Arafchid did not ap- 
pear, they began to miftruft the corfair, notwithftanding his telling them 
that he was confin’d on board his galley by ficknefs : when the fraud being 
at laft difeover’d, the inhabitants, inftead of taking an oath of fidelity to 
Solyman, as he required they ftiould do, openly detefting the corfair’s 
treachery, took up arms, and fell upon his troops In order to force him 
to quit the city. But they had to deal with a captain, who, being a perfeft 
maftcr of the arts of war, had forefeen this revolution. Barbarofta, to 
keep in the people, commanded the artillery of the caftle, of which he 
was matter, to be fet a roaring 3 and his foldicrs made fo furious a dif- 
charge of their muskets upon the inhabitants, that they, in order to put a 
flop to the mafiacre, were forced to acknowledge the grand feignior for 
their fovercign, and Barbarofta for his viceroy. 

This corfair, as skilful as he was valiant, after having employ'd his arms 
with fo much fucccfs to keep the people in fubje&ion, endeavour’d to gain 
over the principal inhabitants by gentlencfs, and the moft engaging affability. 

He, by their means made an alliance with the Arabian peafants, feiz’d 
upon moft of the cities that were higher up in the country, put garrifons 
into them ; when, going about to widen a canal to make Tunis a port, and to 
put it in a condition to receive fhips of the greateft burthen, he employ’d the 
Vol. II. S Chriftian 
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Peter Chriftian (laves, of whom he had more than twenty thoufand in that city, 
for that purpofe, who open’d the canal of Goletta, which runs from the 
lea into the lake on which the city of Tunis is (ituatcd. 

Such was the (late and condition of the coafts of Africa, and the 
provinces bordering upon Tripoli, when the grand paaftcr arriv’d at Malta. 
This prince juftly confidcr’d, that it would be impolfible for the knights 
to maintain themfelves in Tripoli, without the aiuftance of forces, and a 
power fuperior to that of the order. Charles V. was the only fovcrcign 
in Europe, whom this enterprize would any way concern, nor was any 
other able to oppofc it 5 he had juft reafon to fear left this formidable cor- 
fair, after fo many conquefts, fhould endeavour to feize upon the king- 
doms of Naples and Sicily, which would afterwards have given him the 
pofleflion of Malta. So that the grand matter, with the advice of the 
council, fent the commander Ponce of Leon, a grand crofs, to the em- 
peror, in quality of his embaflador, to follicit him to fend fuch an army 
into Africa, as might be capable of maintaining the knights in Tripoli, and 
of putting a flop to the furprizing progrefs of Barbarofla. 

The emperor receiv’d at the lame time, and upon the fame fubjed, a- 
nother embafly from Muley Hafcen, at the head of which was a renegado 
Gcnoefc, named Ximaa, who was the captain of his guards : This rene- 
gado feeing his mafter dethroned, and without any hopes left of being a- 
ble to recover his crown, advifed him to have recourfe to Charles V. a 
prince to whom, he faid, Barbarofla was odious, and who would think it very 
honourable for him to reftore a monarch to his kingdom, who had been 
fo unjuftly depriv’d of it. 

Hascen entruftedthe execution of this projed to him who was the 
author of it i accordingly the Genoefe went to Madrid, and obtain’d an 
audience of the emperor, who fearing left fome attempt lhould be made 
upon his kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, gave a favourable hearing to both 
embafladors. The affair was propos’d in council, and after its being exa- 
1535. min’d before the emperor, by his minifters and his moft able generals, it was 
Bof. l. 7. refolv’d that the emperor (hould carry his arms into Africa, as well to fe- 
cure the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily againft any invafion that the king 
of Algiers might make, as the palfage of the Spanifh Teas into Italy, where 
not fo much as a trading or paflagc-veflel, thro' fear of the corfairs, durft 
appear, without funning the risk of being taken. 

Charles V. feem’d to be well fatisfy’d with this refolution ; but * 
before he employ’d force, this prince, who was the greateft politician of 
his age, and who often drew greater advantages from his fccret negotia- 
tions than his arms, endeavour’d to bribe Barbarofla, and to draw him off 
from Solyman. Accordingly he intruded another Genoefe, Lewis Pre- 
fandcs by name, with the whole management of this intrigue, whom the 
emperor furnilhing privately with a trading- veflel, he went with it to Tu- 
nis, under a pretence of traffick, carrying at the fame time credentials, 
which invefted him with the character of an embaflador. After having 
got himfelf introduc’d to Barbarofla upon another pretence, he Ihcw’d him 
his credentials, and purfuant to his inftruttions, propos’d to him the con- 
cluding of a private alliance with Charles V. and at the fame time offer’d 
him, in the name of that prince, toaflifthim, in order to make him abfo- 
lute monarch of all Africa, provided he would engage himfelf to hold af- 
terwards fo glorious a monarchy, and render it tributary to the crown of 
Spain. By a fecond inftru&ion, dire&ly oppofite to the firft, this agent had 
orders to confer, asfecrctly aspolliblc, with certain inhabitants of Tunis, 
whofe names had been given him, and whom Hafccn's embafladors had 
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faid to be inclin’d to favour his mailer’s interell, to found them, to allure 
them of the fpeedy return of that prince at the head of an army, and to exhort 1 
them to take up arms in his favour, asfoon as he ftiould appear at the gates 
of their city. 

B u t as this minilter was for carrying on two negotiations of fo diffe- 
rent a nature at the fame time, he was foon fufpe&ed j the whole intrigue 
was difeover’d, and Barbarofla, without regarding the right of nations, 
caus'd the embalfadorto be ftrangled. The emperor feeing it would be im- ■ 
poflible for him to fuccecd by the way of negotiation, refolv’d to fee what 
open force could do ; accordingly he fent back Hafcen’s embalfador to his 
mailer, to alfure him that he himfelf would go at the head of a powerful 
army, in order to rellorc him to his throne j and at the fame time he writ 
to the grand mailer by an exprels, to give him notice of his delign, and to 
invite the knights to affociate with him in an enterprize, which might be of 
great advantage to them, with refpeft to Tripoli. 

The grand mailer no foener receiv’d his letter, but he communicated 
it to the council, when it was refolv'd, that the order fhould furnilh as 
many Ihips for that expedition as it could polfibly allow. Accordingly the 
knights put to fea four of the large!! and bell equipp'd gallies, with 1 8 bri- 
gantines, all well arm’d ; not to mention the great carrack, which alone 
was more formidable, and did more fervice in this expedition than a whole 
fquadron. A confidcrable number of knights went on board thefe diffe- 
rent fhips, and each knight carried two brave foldiers along with him in- 
Head of fervants. The commander Aurelio Botigella, an antient fea-offi- 
cer, was named for general of this feparate fleet, and Anthony de Grolec, 
titular bailif of Lango, was to command the carrack and the land-forces. 

Barbarossa, whom the dcligns of the Chrillian princes could not 
polfibly efcape, provided himfelf with arms, ammunition, and provi- 
sions, fummon'd all the corfairs of the Levant about him, drew from Al- 
giers as many forces as were there, and difpatch'd feveral embalfadors to all 
the petty kings of Africa, to implore their alfillance, and to reprefent to 
them that thelofs of Tunis would infallibly draw after it that of all Bar- 
bary. His money did more fervice than the eloquence of his negotiators ; 
and fending fome confidcrable fums to be diflributed among the chiefs of 
the Arabians, he by that means obtain’d from them 15000 men, all horfc- 
men, who not valuing whom they fought for, expos’d their lives for a 
mecr trifle, and made a mercenary trade of war. As for Charles V. he 
had got together a powerful fleet, confining of near 300 fail, with 25000 
infantry, and 2000 horfeon board, not to mention a confiderablc num- 
ber of volunteers of different nations, and of the firft houfes of Europe, 
who were defirous of fignalizing themfelves in the prefence of fo great an 
emperor. 

The general rendezvous was in the port of Cagliari, a city of Sar- 
dinia, not above fixty leagues diflant from the coafls of Africa. The 
emperor having receiv’d the reinforcement of the pope and the order of 
Malta, fet out from thence on the 13 th of June, and arriv'd happily at 
Porto-Farina, antiently call'd Utica, a city famous in the Roman hiflory 
for the death of the younger Cato. 'Tis pretended, that Barbarofla, 
hearing that the emperor commanded his army in perfon, faid to the 
officers who were about him ; “ If this prince, who has hitherto feldom 
“ made war but by his lieutenants, (hould acquire in this campaign the 
“ only honour that is now wanting to compleat his glory, we mull re- 
** folve with ourfelves to lofe that which we have acquir’d with the price 
“ of our blood.” 
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Peter This pirate, who naturally imagin'd that the Chriftians would begirt 
D >%rv r j t ^ lc ‘ r cntcr P r ‘ ze by attacking the fort of Goletta, had, for that reafon, 
thrown into it 6000 of the braveft Turks in his whole army : thefe were 
t.iSc). commanded by Airadin and Sinanthe Jew, the two famous corfairs above 
mention'd, and in whom Barbarofla had repofed the utmoft confidence. 

He, at the fame time, fent the eunuch Azanaga, another of his generals, 
with 30000 Moors or Arabians, but all of them bow-men or arquebu- 
fiers, and the moll part on horfe-back, in order to harrafs the Chrillians 
continually : and as he fcrupled the fidelity of the Tunifians, he (hut him- 
felf up in that place with the flower of his troops. 

The emperor landed his army without oppofition within cannon- (hot 
of the fort of Goletta ; it was no more than a large fquare tower, but 
well flank'd, and fituated about twelve miles from Tunis, at the mouth 
of the canal, by which the fca enters into the bafon, on the fide of which 
Tunis is built. This canal is about the length of a crofs-bow (hot, but fo 
narrow, that a galley can't pafs thro’ it but by ftrength of oars. Barbarofla 
had built a bridge over this canal ; and on a neck of land that lies between 
the fea and the tower of Goletta, he raifed a rampart that difeover'd all 
the coaft, and defended thofe gallies which he had polled out of the 
canal. 

The emperor’s generals pitch'd upon that fpot of ground which they 
thought the mod convenient for their encampment, and furrounded it 
with good lines that were wide and deep, and ftrengthned at certain 
diflances with redoubts. The garrifon of Goletta, in order to interrupt 
thefe works, made frequent fallies, in which 300 Spaniards and 400 Italians 
were cut to pieces j at the fame time that the Moorifh and Arabian horfe 
were continually harraffingthe Chriftian army, and came to skirmifli to 
the very head of their camp. But the fortifications that belong’d to it 
being finilh'd, they began to raife batteries, both againft the fort, and on 
that fide towards the open country 5 the fire whereof was fo dreadful, and 
at the fame time without the leaft intermiflion, that the Turks of the gar- 
rifon, as well as the Moors and Arabians, who kept the field, did not dare 
to come near the emperor’s camp again. 

This prince, who juftly fuppofed that after the taking of this fortrefs, 
that of Tunis would fall of courfe, refolv’d, as foon as the breaches (hould 
be wide enough, to attempt a dorm : they batter'd the place at the fame 
time both by fea and land. 

Doria, who commanded the fleet, brought up his gallies by turns, 
and after one range had fir’d, another advanc’d in its place, and made its 
difcharge. v The great carrack of the order was polled as at the fiege of 
Coron, behind all the gallies ; but it was fo high-built, that it eafily fir'd 
over them all, and it made fo dreadful and uninterrupted a fire, that it 
difmounted all the cannon of the tower. The commander, Botigella, . 
prior of Pifa, obferving that the chief officer over the (laves in the gallies 
of the order, for fear of running a-ground, had given orders to raife the 
oars out of the water, went to him lword in hand, and commanding him 
to make the crew ply their oars ; “ Wretch (fays he to him) mud we be * 
“ prevented from performing a brave exploit, for the fake only of pre- 
“ lerving the hulls of two or three gallies ? " The chevalier de Converfa, 
an able engineer, diflinguilh’d himfelf by an a&ion that was ftill more 
daring $ for he armed a long bark with great guns, fill’d it with musketeers, 
and afterwards drove it up to the foot of the tower, from whence he 
fir'd upon all fuch Turks as prefented themfelves upon the breach} and, 
whilft he w^s charging again on one fide, he dextroufly turn’d his bark 
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about, and prefented the other, which immediately fir’d. By thus Peter 
working of the fhip, he kill’d a great number of the infidels, who fir’d DU -J^ T ' 
upon him from the artillery of the tower that was juft by, but without 
making any execution : in fine, after having fir’d continually on all fides 
from midnight to noon, the emperor, before the Turks had time to repair 
the breaches, and make intrenchments, commanded a general ftorm to be 
attempted. The knights, agreeable to their prerogative, and the pofleflion 
they enjoy'd of being always at the head of the attacks, were commanded 
to march at the head of that which was to be given on the fide towards the 
fea. The commander deGrolee, otherwife nam'd the bailif Paflim, who 
commanded the land-forces, put them on board barks and flat vcffels ; but 
as they drew near the fhore, thefc boats run upon a fand. The chevalier 
Copier, of the houfe of d’Hicres in Dauphine, who carried the ftandard 
of the order, was the firft who leap’d into the water with his enfign. He 
was follow’d by all the knights, who, plunging in above the waift, ad- 
vanc’d boldly fword in hand, got to the fhore, and, in fpitc of a fhower 
of musket-fhot, advanc’d to the ftorm. The Spaniards, fuftain’d by the 
Italians and Germans, attack’d another place 5 and in thefe different at- 
tacks, the Chriftians, in fpire of the courageous defence of the Turks, 
forced the breaches, got to the bulwarks, and the top of the tower, and 
made themfelves matters of it. But this victory coft the order many of its 
braveft knights, and fcarce one of them return’d back without wounds. 

As this tower had no outworks, they were immediately in the body of the 
place j and as the artillery had ruin’d all its fortifications, the Chriftians, 
after having fought an hour, got pofleflion of it. 

Air ad in and Sinan the Jew, feeing it would be in vain for them 
to refill, threw themfelves into the bafon, with the garrifon ; they march'd 
along the flats by a way which had been mark'd out with flakes, arrived at 
Tunis, while others flopp’d at Arradez, a little city in the road from Goletta 
to Tunis. The Chriftians purfu’d, and kill’d great numbers of them j and 
the emperor enter’d into Goletta, follow’d by king Hafcen, when turning July 
to that prince ; “ Here (fays he to him) is the gate open’d for you, thro’ 1 5 3 5- 
« which you will return into your dominions." ’Tis pretended that 
they met in the port of this place with eighty feven gallics, galiots, and 
other rowing vcffels, all of them arm’d j befides upwards of three hundred 
pieces of cannon, moft of them brafs, a numberlefs multitude of muf- 
kets, crofs-t>ows, pikes, and fwords. Barbaroffa had made this fort his 
arfenal, whither he ufed to carry all his prizes and his booty, and till now 
had always thought it impregnable. 

The emperor, after having allow’d his troops fome time to repofe 
themfelves after their toil, gave orders for their marching towards Tunis. 
Notwithftanding that Barbaroffa was very fenfibleof theweaknefs of the 
place, and moreover very doubtful of the fidelity of the Tunifians, and 
more fo of the bravery of the Arabians ; neverthelefs, as he was a man of 
prodigious courage, he refolv'd to attempt the fate of arms, to advance 
forwards to meet the Chriftians, and rather give them battle, than (hut 
hirafelf up in a place that was but weak. But before he took the field, 
he hold a great council of war j when having fummon’d the chiefs of his 
army, as well Turks, Moors, as Arabians, he reprefented to them the 
fraall number of forces the emperor had in comparifon of his ■, that the 
braveft of the Chriftians had loft their lives at the fiege of Goletta > that 
the excefllve heats of the country, to which the European foldiers were 
not accuftom'd, had thrown great numbers of them into a fick and lan- 
guifhing condition } that they were in want of water, infomuch that the 
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greated part of them died with third. He added, that the emperor’s 
camp abounded with immenfe riches $ that the fums they would get for 
the ranfom of the prifoners they Ihould make, would be full asconfi- 
derable : “ In fine (faid he to them) I promife you victory, if you are 
“ dcftrous of conquering ; and th e defeat of your enemies will fecure to 
u you an abundant fortune, your own fafety, and that of your wives 
“ and children.” 

The anfwer they made him confided only in protedations of an in- 
violable fidelity ; notwithftanding which, he yet difcovcr’d in mod of their 
countenances, a certain air of inquietude and an imprefiion of fear, which 
gave him no fmall uneafinefs : and 'as moreover he was well acquainted 
with the fickle and wavering temper of the Africans, he held during the 
night-time a fccret council compos'd only of fuch Turks as adhered to his 
fate and fortune. He declar'd to them, that he was un happily engag'd in a 
place where he had three kinds of enemies, whom he had equally reafon 
to didrud; that the Moors differ'd impatiently the Turkilh government, 
and would be glad to fee them all cut to pieces 5 that the Arabians, who 
were fitter to make inroads, than boldly to dand their ground in an engage- 
ment, would, at the fight of the lead danger, immediately give way * and 
that there were actually twenty two thoufand Chridian Haves imprifon’d 
in Tunis, who would not fail to facilitate the entry of the emperor’s forces, 
if they Ihould meet with an opportunity for that purpofe ; that notwith- 
danding their being Ihut up every night in the cadle, yet it would be in 
the power of one traitor or renegado only, to open the gates of it, and ren- 
der them maders of the city, during the time that they fhould be engag'd 
with the Chridians : but that he, in order to rid himfelf of that un.wfinefs, 
was refolv’d before he left that place, to cut all thofe Haves to pieces, with- 
out fparing fo much as one . ‘Devil-driver gave aloud his approbation of fo 
inhuman a refolution, and maintain’d that if they fpar’d the Haves, they 
would make them one day repent of their falfe pity 5 and that in fuch a 
conjuncture, the preferving of an enemy,who might afterwards dedroy them, 
would be a&ing in contradiction to all the maxims of policy. But Sinan 
the Jew, to whom part of thefe Haves belong’d, and who made up the 
bulk of his poffeflions, oppos’d this refolution. He reprefented to Bar- 
baroffa, that fo barbarous an aCtion would draw upon them the odium of 
all nations ; that he by that means would alienate the affections of the 
Tunifians, who had either bought or taken the greated part of thofe Chri- 
dians that he himfelf would lofe the ranfom of the mod confiderable, who 
were his property ; that after all, they might whenever they pleas’d find an 
opportunity of making ufc of fo cruel a precaution ; that they fhould 
referve that execution till fuch time as they fhould be brought to their lad 
fliifts : whereas, if they fhould happen to beat the emperor's forces, the lofs 
they fhould fudain by the over-hady death of their Haves, would poifon 
the joy that attends upon victory. 

Tho j Barbaroffa had not ufed to prefer moderation to violence, yet 
avarice in this occafion got the better of his natural cruelty, and accord- 
ingly he confented to fufpend the putting of the Haves to death; but in 
order not to be difappointed in reeking his vengeance upon them in cafe 
be fhould be overcome, he loaded them with frefh irons, gave orders that 
they fhould not be fuffer'd to dir out of the dungeon or prifon where they 
were fhut up ; and lodg'd feveral barrels of powder under it, to blow it up 
into the air upon his orders. After this, he march’d out at the head of his 
troops to meet the emperor, and encamp’d in a plain at a league's didance 
from Tunis, when both armies foon came up with one another. The 
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Spanifh hiftorians, to heighten the glory of Charles V. pretend that Peter 
Barbarofla’s army confifted of no lefs than 90000 men. The reader may 
judge whether this be fatt by the ifliie of the battle, if we may give this 
name to a rout, in which, by the confeflion ofthofevery writers, the 
Chriftians loft but eighteen foldiers, and the infidels about 300. Be that 
as it will, the Arabians advanc'd atfirfttofight with intrepidity enough, 
and came on to the charge with great fhouts. But no fooner had they 
heard the roaring of the artillery, and flood the firft fire from the muskets, 
but thcfe troops which had been us'd to fight only in wheeling about, im- 
mediately gave way, took to their heels, and difappear’d in an inftant : and 
that which threw Barbarofla into the utmoft confternation, was, that they 
drew the Moors and Tunifians along with them in their flight, who flock’d 
into the city with greater eagerncfs than they had gone out of it. The 
Arabian chiefs, as a handle that might be of fervice to them in making 
their court to Hafcen, afterwards boafted their having kept them in and 
prevented their fighting. Barbarofla commanded a retreat to be founded ; 
and after having rallied them, did not once reproach them, and only told 
them that they (hould engage the Chriftians on the morrow. 

But he was very far from having any fuch defign. As he was fur- 
rounded on all fides with open or fecret enemies, the only reafonofhis 
keeping up fo many troops, was in order to fecure his retreat. He even 
conceal’d this refolution with the utmoft care, from the Turks who ap- 
pear’d to be his moft faithful friends ,* but the eagernefs his people difeo- 
ver'd to draw his treafures out of the caftle, gave occafion to fome fufpi- 
cion, and the order he afterwards gave to fet fire to the powder that was 
lodg’d under the prifon of the flaves, made them no longer doubt of his 
rcfolvcs : but the ordinary minifters of his cruelty, had it not in their pow- 
er to execute fo horrid a fcenc of cruelty. There was at that time among l 
the flaves, a knight of the order, commander of Turin, brother Paul Si- 1 7 ^. j 
meoni by name, whom Barbarofla could never be prevail’d upon to re- 
leafe, whatever ranfom the order could offer. He has been already men- 
tion'djwhenwc fpakc of the ifland of Ero, which this knight, being but eigh- 
teen years old, defended with fo much bravery againft all the enterprises and 
attacks of the infidels. Simeoni in this laft conjun&ure bribed two renega- 
does,who were the flaves goalcrs,who being furnifh'd by their afllftance with 
hammers and files, he knock'd off his chains, and help'd to break thofe of 
his companions. They afterwards broke into the armory of the caftle, Vincent dc 
arm’d themfclvcs with every thing that firft came to hand, cut to pieces 
all fuch of the Turkifh foldiers as had remain’d in the caftle, made them- aga ' 
felvcs matters of it j and after having barricaded the gates of it, and fet a 
ftrong guard in the principal places, the knight who was at the head of the 
enterpnze went up to the top of the caftle, and difplay’d a white flag to 
give the Chriftian army notice to come to their afllftance. Barbarofla 
being told that a great noife had been heard in the caftle, ran thither, cry- 
ing out that they (hould open the gates to him } but was anfwcr’d only by 
the fire of their musket- (hot, and a fhower of ftones which the flaves threw 
at him. Upon which he cry ’d out in the utmoft tranfports of fury : “ All 
** is loft, fince thofe dogs are matters of the caftle and of my treafures." 

When he immediately ran out of the city with evil-driver, and as 
many Turks as he could get together, and before the emperor could have 
notice of this revolution, he fled, and got to the city of Bon, built near Hormiia. 
the antient Hippo, a city famous for being the cpifcopal feat of St. Auftin, p^’ ^ 
one of the four firft fathers of the church, and its oracle next to St Paul, 
in all thofe things that relate to ccleftial grace. 
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Pete*. Simeoni having notice of the flight of the corfairs, Tent advice of 
it to the emperor, who immediately advanc’d forward : The firft objed 
t jj at p rc f C nted itfelf before him, at his entrance into that place, was this 
knight at the head of 600O of his companions in flavery. Charles V. em- 
bracing him, cry'd out, “ Brother knight, bleffed be for ever the coura- 
“ geous refolution which has made you break your chains, has facilitated 
“ my conqueft, and heightned the glory of your order." Simeoni, loaded 
with honour, went on board the gallies of Malta, where he faluted the ge- 
neral and his brethren. But the emperor's forces and the Haves difpers’d 
themfelves up and down the city, where they committed the rood unheard 
of exceffcs of all kinds, that one would have thought the Chriflians had 
had a mind to go beyond the mod barbarous nations, in cruelty and 
lafeivioufnefs. The unhappy inhabitants of both fcXes, fuffer’d in their 
perfons, and in thofe who were dearefl to them, racks and various kinds 
of torture, to force them to difeover their hidden treafures to their cruel 
conquerors > and when they had extorted all they could from them, they 
afterwards maffacred them in cold blood. The young maidens were ex- 
pos’d to an infamy Hill more odious and infupportable than the mod cruel 
punilhments ; and when the foldier was weary with butchering, or glut- 
ting his brutilh luft, without any refpeft to age, fex, or birth, he loaded 
with chains all fuch as fell into his hands. Young women of the greateft 
beauty were torn from the arms of their mothers ; and the officers kept 
them as their own booty, to make them adminifter to their mod infa- 
mous pleafures. 

Bof. t. j. 1.8. Among thefe unfortunate flaves, was a young lady of exquifite 
beauty, of one of the nobleft houfes in the city, whofe name was Ayfa ; 
(he fell to the lot of a Spanifh officer, who carried her into the camp, and 
put her in his tent. Muley Hafcen meeting her, tied in a manner altoge- 
ther unworthy her noble birth, being mov’d to compaffioa, and perhaps 
with a fenfation of a ftronger nature, flopped her, and offer’d to purchafe 
her of her mafter. But the Moorilh lady, who was naturally proud, o- 
vercome with rage and grief, fpit in his face j and cry’d out at the fame 
time, “ Be gone, thou wicked and perfidious Hafcen, who to recover a 
“ kingdom thou hadft no right to, haft fcandaloufly betray’d thy country 
“ and thy nation." But this prince, on whom all this ufage could make 
no impreflion, going on to offer the officer very confiderable fums for her 
ranfom ; Ayfa, tranfported with fury, continued to cry out, “ Be gone, 
“ I tell thee, I will not have a tyrant for my deliverer.” 

We are told, that above an hundred thoufand perfons were either 
kill’d or made flaves ; many fell a facrifice to the fury of the foldicrs t o- 
thers, who thought to fly to the fands and the neighbouring defarts, were 
fuffocated by the exceffive heat of thofe burning climates, and died of 
thirft ; and the number of prifoners of both fexes, was computed to be 
upwards of forty thoufand. The emperor being mafter of Tunis, reftor'd 
Muley Hafcen to his throne; but upon condition that he Ihould hold it of 
the crown of Spain : and as a pledge of his fidelity, he kept the fort of Go- 
letta in his own hands, whofe fortifications he repair'd. By this treaty, he 
obliged the Moorilh prince to pay the garrifon of it, and to fend thither 
prince Mahomet, one of his children, with fome other lords of his court, 
in quality of hoftages. After this, the emperor began to prepare to fet 
out for Europe ; but before he imbark'd, the 25 th of July being the day that 
the ehurch celebrates the feaft of St. James, patron of Spain, this prince 
folemniz’d the commemoration of it in his camp. After he had heard 
mafs there, which was fung to mufic, he din'd on board the great gallkm of 
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Malta, call’d Caracca, where he was waited upon by the knights with the . 
greateft magnificence. The emperor’s defign, after he had fet fail, was to 
pafs by Mehedia, a city of Africa, in order to make himfelf matter of it j 
but there arofe a violent tempeft, which fcattcr’d his fhips and gallies : 
but at laft this victorious fleet, after having pal's ’d through a great variety of 
dangers, came to Trepano in Sicily. 

The grand matter lent a fplendid embafly to this city, to congratulate 
him upon the happy fucccfsofhis arms. This prince aniwer’d in the mod 
obliging manner, that he ow’d the beft part of it to the valour and cou- 
rage of the knights ; and that the order might be always engag’d to adhere 
to his interefts, he beftow’d very rich prclcnts on the principal knights 
who had attended him in this expedition ; and, by a frelh refeript or grant, 
ordain’d, that the grand matter and the council fliould draw from Sicily, 
cuftom-frce, all the ammunition and provifions they fliould want. By an- 
other edict and a peculiar privilege, he delar’d, that no knight, under any 
pretence whatever, fhould enjoy in the whole extent of his dominions, any 
pofleflions belonging to the order, without the exprefs permiflion of the 
grand matter and council, and unlcfs the originals of thole grants had 
been feen by his majefty or his minifters, and regifired in his council of ftate. 

The fquadron of the order return’d happily into the ports of Malta % 
but the joy of the knights was a little time after allay'd by the death of the 
grand matter, who had hardly enjoy'd that great dignity a year. The 
order loft in him a worthy head, and a true religious 5 he, during his ad- k 
miniftration, had forbid the knights, under very fevere penalties, indulging 
thcmfelves in the cuftom, or rather the abufc which they had brought 
from Italy, of masking thcmfelves during the carnival ; and he fubftituted, 
inftead of thefc bacchanals, tilts and tournaments, and feveral other mili- 
tary exercifcs, which he made them confider as recreations much more 
fuitable to warriors. 

'Twas from the fame ftrictnefs of difeiplinc, and exaCt obfervance of 
the ftatutes, that he refus’d, in fpight of all the inftances the pope could 
make, to nominate to a vacant commandery a young knight, in prejudice 
of his feniors. He told this pontif by letter, that upon his acceflion to the 
orand mafterfhip, he had taken the moft folemn oaths, as well as all his 
predeccflors, to oblerve the ftatutes of the order, and that he befought his 
holinefs to difpenfc with his violating fo facrcd an obligation, which he 
had contra&ed at the foot of the altars, and on the holy gofpels. 

D Idier de St. Jaille, prior of Touloufe, one of the moft ge- Dim &r de 
nerous defenders of Rhodes, of whom mention has been made in the 
relation ofthatfiege, fucceeded Peter du Pont; he, in like manner as his 1^6. 
predeceflor, was elected in his abfence. The chevalier de Bourbon fuc- » Novemb. 
cccded at the fame time, by the death of brother Peter de Cluis, to the 
grand priory of France. The firft ufc the new prior made of the riches an- 
nex’d to his priory, was to give orders for the making of a fumptuous 
piece of tapeftry ; in which, on a ground of filk heightned with gold, was , 8 
feen the pictures of all the grand matters, drawn to the life, and after ex- 
cellent originals, which had been brought from Rhodes : and as foon as 
fo rich and curious a piece of' furniture was finifh’d, he fent it' to Malta, 
and confecrated it to adorn the principal church in that ifland. 

These marks of the liberality and difintereftednefs of the knights, 
were not at that time uncommon in the order. The greateft part of the 
commanders, particularly fuch as were inverted with the principal dignities 
Vol. II. XJ of 
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Didier DEof the order, ufed generoufly to confecrate allthe revenues of them in 
fitting out armaments againft the infidels. The greateft part of them 
fought rather for the glory than the profit which might accrue to them 
from their prizes ; and we may affirm, that there were in all times more 
knights out at fea than on fhore, and refiding on their commandcries. 
They were often feen returning into the port of Malta, dragging after 
them the veflels and gallies of the infidels, out of which they imme- 
diately deliver’d the Chriftian {laves of different nations ; and thefe 
Chriftians, after the recovery of their liberty, carried back into their 
refpe&ive countries, the teftimony and remembrance of the zeal and 
valour of the knights. 

Among thefe illuftrious perfonages, each of whom would merit a 
particular hiftory, was reckon’d Botigella, prior of Pifa, and general of 
the gallics; George Schilling, grand bailif of Germany; Grolec, bailif 
of Lango ; James Pelloquin, the grand matter's lieutenant ; ^eo Strozzi, 
prior of Capua ; Chateau-Renaud, marfhal of the order ; the commander 
Parifot dc la Valette ; and a great many others, whofe names arc mention'd 
in the memoirs of the order. 

Bur no one at that time had render’d himfelf more formidable to the 
corfairs than the prior of Pifa, who was continually out at fea. Not a 
fingle corfair durft come near the coafts of Sicily and Malta, but he was 
immediately fnapt up ; and fo great was the number of prizes he made 
that year, that the corfairs gave out, he had a familiar demon in the lhape 
of a dog on board his galley, who gave him notice of the day of their 
departure from the coafts of Africa, and the places where he might meet 
with them. Time had fcarce ever produced a general, in whom was 
united fo perfect a knowledge in fea-affairs, with fo intrepid a bravery : 
he fell upon all he met, whether weak or ftrong ; and, without having any 
regard to any rcprifals that might be made, hang’d all fuch renegadoes as 
fell into his hands ; and being fevere in command, he requir’d the fame 
bravery in his knights, of which he gave them an example : nor was he 
lefs ftri£t in the obfcrvance of military difeipline j and, after an expedition, 
in which he had made very confidcrable prizes, certain knights having 
made bold with fome of the plunder, he had them put under an arreft, 
and confin’d them for a long time, as ufurpers of the property of the 
order. He was but juft return’d into the port of Tripoli, when they dif- 
cover’d about dusk, and from the top of the tower, three large galiots 
fleering towards the ifland of Gerbes ; upon which, the captains of the 
gallies immediately defir ’d leave to go out of the port, and give them 
battle: “ Don't you perceive, (reply’d that able feaman) that if they 
“ fhould happen to fee you, the night, which is coming on, will favour 
“ their efcapc before you can have time to come up with them > Let them 
<c continue their courfe at this time, but they (hall not be got to fuch- a 

diftance, but I will be up with them by day-break." And indeed, no 
fooner was night come, but he fail’d out of the port with three gallies, 
and flood for Gerbes, as well as the darknefs would allow. It was fcarcc 
day-break, when he difeover'd thofe gallies, who were failing in com- 
pany ; upon which, he immediately began to give them chace. The cor- 
fairs feeing themfelvcs purfu’d, feparared ; and one of the galiots endea- 
vour’d to gain the coafts of Barbary : but a galley, call’d the Cornut or 
the Horn’d Galley , intercepting it in its courfe, was loon up with it; 
when the knight, with fabre in hand, attempted to board her. Imme- 
diately the Turks, who were in great numbers in that fhip, threw them- 
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felves <j>n that fide, which the knights were for attacking: their too eager 15 IDIER DE 
haftc, and the great number of men, who were all got to one fide, occafion’d 
their deftru&ion j for the galiot being over-fet, funk to the bottom, in the 
fight, and to the great regret of the knights, who were more afflicted 
for the death of the Chriftian flaves that were drown’d on that occafion, 
than the lofs of a prize, which could not poflibly have efcap’d them. The 
fecond galiot met with almoft the fame fate, which the knights endeavour'd 
to board ; and as it was mann’dwith a great number of Turks, they did 
not avoid fighting, but turn'd the prow againft the galley of the order. 

On both fides a numberlefs multitude of furious difeharges were made, 
which difabled a great number of Chriftians and Turks. The pilot of 
the infidels being more dextrous than that of the order, prefented a 
broad-fide, and after having difeharg’d a frclh volley of arrows, flood off 
to fea: but general Botigella, who had referv'd himfelf to fuccour that 
galley which Ihould be the moft vigoroufly attack’d, oppos’d the going off 
of the galiot, and came up with it prow againft prow. The combat was 
now renew’d with recruited fury ; the Courjier , or great gun, and the 
muskets, made a furious difeharge on both fides ; the battle was main- 
tain'd for a long time with equal advantage j victory fhifted fides alter- 
nately more than once. The corfairs, who were feamen that had been 
brought up in the midft of fire, and the fury of arms, fought with intre- 
pid furyj they more than once flatter’d thcmfelves with the hopes of 
forcing the wale of the galley, and obliging the knights, who defended 
it, to give way : but they were oppos’d with a fett of intrepid men, who 
had ever been fearlefs of danger. This courageous body of foldiers, 
threw themfelvcs, fword in hand, into the galiot, at the fame time that 
the foldiers of the Cornue> or horn’d galley, forced another part, and 
join’d the foldiers of the admiral-galley. 'T was now not fo much a combat, 
as a general mafiacre ; the Chriftian foldiers gave no quarter, but hurried on 
by a thirft after booty, fo great a number of them flung themfelvcs into 
thefhip, that whether it were the prodigious weight of thofc who enter’d 
it, and who were all on one fide, or that it had fprung a leak during the 
engagement, it funk to the bottom ; when rhe victorious, confounded 
with the vanquilh’d, met with a like fate, and perilh’d even in the midft 
of victory. 

The largeft of the galiots, commanded by Scander, a famous cor- 
fair, and by another rais, or captain, did his utmoft to reach Zoara, 
thirteen miles diftant eaftward from the ifland of Zerbe, or Gelfcy. But 
the chevalier Parifotdela Valette, captain of one of the gallies, and the 
worthy companion of Botigella, purfu'd him fo clofe, that the Turks 
could not avoid fighting. This new engagement was as bloody as the 
former : Scander fought like a Man who had ever been fearlefs of death, 
and who did not value being cut to pieces, provided he came off but with 
vi&ory. The commander de la Valette, at the head of the knights of his 
galley, and expofed to the arrows of the enemy, receiv’d two wounds 
with an arrow during the heat of the engagement, which prevented his 
perceiving it * but fomc time after a musket- ball Ihatter’dhis leg to pieces, 
and threw him upon the deck. Notwithftanding hisdiftrefs, and his being 
half dead, he yet did not abate any thing of his ufual courage, and his 
ardent thirft of victory. The knights and foldiers, animated by his cries, 
pnfh'd the infidels with fo much intrepidity, that they forced their way 
into their (hips : here they were forced to come to a fecond engagement } 
the Turks had rallied themfelvcs about the mafts, and they began to 
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ted by the example of their officers, fought with incredible fury ; and 
tho’ reduc’d to a fmall number, they yet forc’d the Chriftians to aban- 
don their {hip, and after having difingag'd themfelves from the cramp- 
irons, with which they had been faftned to the gallics, they, in fpight 
of all the efforts of the knights, flood off to fea, and fleer’d towards 


Zoara : But they were got pretty near it, when the knights, who fail’d 
after their prey, came up with them. The fight was now renew’d, 
which was now the third time of engaging $ but they were no 
more upon an equal foot, for the Turks had loft the greateft part 
of their foldicrs and failors ; there fcarcc remain’d fufficient to manage the 
(hip, and the few that furviv'd, feeing the fhore at hand, threw them- 
fclvcs into the fea, in order to reach it. But as a great number of them were 
wounded, the major part of them were drown'd, among whom werfe two 
rais or captains. Immediately the knights made themfelves matters of the 
galliot, whence they deliver’d 200 Chriftians * the Turks were chain'd 
down, and the renegadoes hang’d. After which, Botigella return’d with 
triumph into the port of Tripoli with his prize. 

This fuccefs, and the continual war which the knights maintain’d a- 
gainft the African Turks, both by fea and land, determin’d thefe Barba- 
rians to drive them, ifpofiible, out of Tripoli. The pirate A iradin, lord 
of Tagiora, being chiefly interefted in this war, took upon himfelf the 
execution of this enterprizc, and accordingly got together as many forces 
as he could from Tagiora, Gienzor, and d’Almaya, the rendezvous being 
at the tower of the Alcayd. He fet out in the night-time, and at day-break 
attempted a fealado at thofe parts of the wall of Tripoli, which he thought 
leaft defended. He hoped to furprize the knights : but George Schilling, 
grand bailif of Germany, who commanded in Tripoli, having advice fent 
him by his fpics, which he kept in Tagiora, was under arms with the 
whole garrifonj and no fooner did the Turks appear, but they were 
briskly ply'd with fire- works, boiling oil, and ftoncs 5 at the fame time 
that the artillery, and the musketeers of the place, fir’d inceffantly on 
thofe who were fur theft off, and who fuftain’d thofe who were at the head 
of the attack. Altho’ Airadin faw plainly that he was difeover’d, he 
yet fought on with the fame bravery and refolution. His troops, after 
his example, made the moft furprizing efforts to get to the top of the 
wall } but it was lined with a good number of intrepid knights, who were 
fearlefs of death and wounds ; many died by the arrows and musket-fhot 
of the infidels. The Barbarians loft a greater number of men, but their 
places were immediately fill’d up by the great number of forces they had 
brought along with them for this expedition ; whereas the knights, on the 
contrary, who at that time were no more than forty in number, with a 
weakgarrifon, drew no fuccour, but from their courage, which even feem’d 
to increafc, in proportion as their forces diminifti’d. The grand bailif in par- 
ticular run up and down to thofe places, where the attack was warmeft, and 
was feen at all of them almoft at the fame time. Airadin, for his part, 
did not omit one of the duties of a worthy commander, and, more by his 
example than his words, drew on his foldiers, and did his utmoft to get to 
the top of the wall ; but this general having been knock’d off his ladder by 
a ball, his foldicrs found it a very difficult matter to get him out of the 
ditch into which he was fallen. The Turks thinking him dead, loft all 
their courage ; they all made off, and left at the foot of the walls, a great 
number of foldiers, who had been kill’d there. 
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The grand bailif, after their retreat, difpatch’d a brigantine to Malta, d »»ier tz 
to give the grand mailer's lieutenant and the council advice of the en-^^i^J' 
terprize of Airadin 5 by his letter he reprefented to them, that as Tripoli 
was without battions and bulwarks, it would have been impofiible for 
it to have held out againft an army that fhould have befieg'd it in form ; 
that they were even daily expos’d to be furpriz’d in the fame manner, 
and that in order to prevent it, and to drive the. infidels from its neighs 
bourhood, it would be neceflary for them to raze the tower of the 
Alcayd, which held the place invefted and block’d up on that fide, and 
hindred the Chriftians from trading with the Moors and Arabians, the 
inhabitants of the country, who were as great enemies to the Turks 
and corfairs as the knights. 

The council approv’d this enterprize, and appointed the commander 
Botigella, prior of Pifa,and general of the gallics, to head it. According- 
ly he immediately put to feawith 500 knights and about 700 foldiers, 
which the order kept in conftant pay at Malta $ and the bailif Schilling, 
governor of Tripoli, treated at the fame time with fome Cheques or 
Arabian lords, who, in confideration of a certain fum agreed upon be- 
tween them, furnifh’d him a body ofhorfe. Botigella having landed 
his forces at Tripoli, took thither what artillery he thought he fiiould 
Hand in need of, and had it drawn by his Haves and his crew of his 
gallies, almoft up to the tower he intended to befiege s when, without 
Haying to open the trenches, he firfi rais’d his batteries, and contented 
himfelf with covering them with gabions. Airadin, at the noife of this 
attack, ran thither from Tagiora with what forces he had about him $ 
but when he was got to the town of Adabus, which was not above three 
miles difiant from the tower, he found himfelf flopp’d by the knights 
who were at the head of the Arabian horfe. Airadin, not finding him- 
felf ftrong enough to attack a body that was lin’d with 150 knights, 
contented himfelf with making a few light skirmilhes, which gave op- 
portunity to about fixty Turks to throw thcmfelvcs into the place. But 
notwithftanding this fuccour, general Botigella batter’d it continually $ 
but perceiving that his artillery did not make as quick execution as he 
could have wifh’d, hefentforthc wales or bends from his gallies, which 
he employ’d as mantlets, or a moveable pent-houfe ; and being cover'd 
by this fence, he brought up the miners to the foot of the wall, which 
he blew up. Immediately the knights advanc’d up to the breach, which 
they found undefended, for the greateft part of the corfairs had been 
buried under the ruins of the mine. Such as hadcfcap’d, ftill ftunn’d 
with the noife, feeing the knights matters of the breach and with their 
drawn fwords* threw down their arms. Botigella immediately raze’d 
the tower? and whilft the crew of the galley and other Haves were 
employ’d at this work, he advanc’d at the head of his little army towards 
Adabus, where AHadin was intrench’d. He drove him from thence, 
abandon’d the plunder of this town to the Arabians } and after having 
left in Tripoli a fufficient body of troops to reinforce the garrifon, he 
re-imbark’d, to return to Malta. In his courfc he met a great galeon 
that was coming from Egypt, freighted with rich merchandize, com- 
manded by a famous Turkilh captain call’d Ardor. Botigella madedi- 
re&ly towards him with his gallies, came up with him, and in fpite of 
all the fire of his cannon, the knights attempted to board him, leap’d 
into the Turkifh veflel with their drawn fabres, and made themfclves 
matters of it. Two hundred Turks were made prisoners and Haves on 
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DiDiERDt this occafion, and the prize was valued at 160000 crowns 3 after 
which, the fortunate Botigella, who juftly deferved to be always fo, 
return’d into the port of Malta. The commander, James de Pel- 
loquin, the grand mailer’s lieutenant, the greateft part of the lords 
of the council, and as many knights as were on the iiland, were in the 
port to receive him at his landing. As they had been inform'd of the 
happy fuccefs of his expedition, he was publickly prais'd, and congra- 
tulated upon that account ; and all this illuftrious body of foldiers led 
him, as it were, in triumph to the church of St. Laurence, where he 
went to return thanks to God for the happy fucccis of his arms. 

They were (till full of thofc firft emotions of joy, which the 
happy return of general Botigella gave the convent, when various 
accidents threw them into a general confternation. A young novice, 
whoafpir’d to the chaplainlhip of the order, robb’d the image of our 
lady of PhUcrmos, which had been brought from Rhodes, of the 
pearls and precious Bones with which it had been adorn’d. Some days 
after, an Englifh knight, being diftraCtedly in love with a Maltefc 
woman, in the tranfports of rage and jealoufy, ftabb’d her with his 
own hand upon very (light fufpicions. The grand mailer’s lieutenant 
had the thief and the murderer feiz’d, and after their being condemn’d 
by the fecular judges of the ifland, they were carried at a mile diilance 
from the port, when, being put into facks, they were thrown alive 
into the fea. 

T o thefe misfortunes fucceeded another, that was a fubjeCt of no 
lefs affliction to the whole body of the order. The chevalier de Va- 
rennes Nagu, commander of Trebous, arriving at Malta on the 10 th 
of October, brought thither the fad news of the death of the grand 
mailer de St. Jaille, who having fet out from his priory of Touloufe in 
16 Septemb. orc * er to go to the convent, fell Tick at Montpellier, where he died 
1 $ SC. on the 26 th of September. The next day they met, to chufe him a 
fucceflor. Every one imagin’d, that the commander Botigella, or the 
lord de Grolee, otherwife call’d the commander Paflim, bailif of 
Lango, would be elected to that dignity ; both of them being antient 
knights, who, by their fervices, their brave actions, and a lingular 
piety, had deferv’d fo well of the order, and of all Chriflendom. 

But a cabal, which was carried on by the chevalier Garcia Cortez, 
who happen’d to be at that time the electing knight, turn’d the majority 
John of voices in favour of the commander John D’Omedes, of the 
d*Omedes. language of Arragon, and bailif of Capfa. This bailif had promis’d 
him longtime before to procure him his bailiwick, provided he (hould 
come to the grand mailerlhip by his means. The cunning Spaniard, 
being a man of intrigue, and who faw that the promotion of his 
friend would pave the way to his own, made a merit, to the fixteen 
electors, of a wound and the lofs of an eye, wfeich d'Omedes had 
fuftain'd during the liege of Rhodes 5 probably alfo the fubtile Spaniard, 
without infilling too much upon a wound, which is often an ambiguous 
mark of bravery, might have been artful enough to take advantage of 
the fuperiority which the knights of his nation, by the help of the em- 
peror’s power, had at that time in the aflemblies of the order. Be that 
as it will, no fooncr was the election of d’Omedes publilh'd, but the 
greateft part of the 360 knights, who compofed the aflembly, appear’d 
in the higheft confternation. The ill omens they prefag'd upon the 
government of the eleCt, were afterwards verified by an adminiftration 
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that was felf-interefted, partial, and even extremely harlh and John 

COmedes. 

rigorous. 

The illuftrious Botigella, fo worthy of that high employment, was 
thrown afide, and did not keep even that of commander, or general of 
the gallics, with which Leo Strozzi, prior of Capua, was afterwards 
inverted ; he was a young lord of one of the firft houfes of Florence, 
a near relation to Catherine of Medicis, queen of France, and on whom 
pope Clement VII. his uncle, at the fame time that he gave him the habit 
of the order, had bellow'd that dignity, of which he was actually in 
pofleflion at the time of his being raifed to the fovereign pontificate. 

The young prior, who had been made a captain before he had been 
a foldier, had firft fought under the famous Andrew Doria, the emperor’s 
general : the firft eflay he made in his command, was at his being with 
four galliesof the order at the taking of twelve others commanded by 
a Turk, whofe name was Ali Zelif, a great Teaman, and commander 
of that fquadron. Doria had 34gallies, befides thofc of the order $ and 
meeting the infidels in the channel of Corfu, he attack’d them with that 
confidence which he had juftly entertain’d from the fuperior number of 
his gallies : But he experienced on that occafion, that nothing is fuperior 
to a refolute courage. Ali had a great number of janizaries on board 
his gallies, with orders to tranfport them into Dalmatia, where Solyman 
was getting together a body of forces. Thefe foldiers gave the molt 
Ihining marks of bravery, and fought like men who were refolv’d not 
to furvive their defeat. They levcll’d the fury of their arms chiefly 
upon the knights, their antient and eternal enemies and two Turkilh 
gallies, one of which was the admiral, inverted the admiral-gally of 
Malta. The firft kept clofe to the prow, and the other prefented the 
fide, when a cruel and bloody combat enfued, the Turks attacking the 
knights very briskly j fcveral of that order, and among the reft, Con- 
ftans Opert, one of the principal officers on board the admiral-galley, 
loft their lives in the brave oppofition they made again!! the Turks, 
who endeavour’d to throw themfelves into this galley. Fortune feem'd 
to favour them on that fide j and they would perhaps have carried off 
the admiral-galley, had not the prior of Capua, in this danger, com- 
manded a culverine to be levell’d againft that galley, which lay fide- 
long by it. This fav’d the admiral ; for the Turkilh galley being 
(truck in her keel with that fingle fhot, was immediately fill’d with 
wa^er, and funk to the bottom. The knights having thus got rid of 
an ehemy on that fide, turn’d all their force againft the Turkilh admiral- 
galley j the combat being upon a more equal foot, became at the fame 
time more bloody. The knights and Turks, with the defign of making 
themfelves mailers of the oppofite admiral-galley, threw themfelves 
reciprocally upon each other’s weapons. At length the knights feem’d 
to have gain'd fome advantage over the infidels ; they forced the jani- 
zaries, and threw themfelves in crouds, with their drawn fabres, into 
their galley. The Turks, being recover’d from the prodigious fur- 
prize, which fo violent an attack had thrown them into, renew’d the 
combat with recruited furyj the foldiers, tranfported with rage, 
would neither give nor take quarter ; no fooner one drop’d, but his 
place was immediately fill’d up by another. Tho’ the knights had cut 
moll of the Turks to pieces, they were not yet mailers of the galley, 
and the few infidels that furvived, fought lefs to fave their own lives, 
than to take away thofe of fome knights. They all fuffer'd themfelves 
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to be cut in pieces to the laft man j and, what had been feldom feen in 
thefe kind of engagements, the prior took this galley, without makino- 
fo much as a lingle prifoner. ° 

The infidels who were in the other gallies, difeover’d no left cou- 
rage and intrepidity, notwithftanding the great odds in the number of 
the fhips 5 and tho' they were furrounded with 3 8 Chriftian gallies, they 
yet fought with as much refolution as thofe of the admiral-galley! At 
laft the Chriftians forc’d viftory to declare hcrfelf in their favour, but 
they bought it at a very dear price j and not to mention a great number 
of foldiers, they loft in it Anthony Doria, one of the general officers 
the chevalier Copez, and a great number of others of the fame order* 
who were either wounded, or loft their lives in this engagement. * 

The emperor’s general having notice that ten French gallies were fet 
fail from the port of Marfeilles, to carry an embaffador of Francis I. to 
Conftantinople, lay under cape Paffaro, in order to furprize them 
The general of the order, that he might obferve an exaft neutrality be- 
tween thefe princes, drew off from the body of the fleet, employ’d this 
interval in fcouring the coafts of Calabria, gave chace to two great 
galiots, and a corfairfoift, of which he made himfelf matter ; deliver’d 
400 Chriftians out of flavery, whom he carried into the port of Malta 
with the prifoners he had made. The whole body of people ran to con! 
gratulate him upon the happy fuccefs of his firft arms, and drew the moft 
happy prefages from thence 5 which he afterwards verified by the great ac- 
tions he perform'd, both in the Ocean and in the Mediterranean 
Scarce had this young general difarm’d his fhips, when he heard that 
Philip Strozzi his father had been taken prifoner in an en<*a<*ement by 
young Cofmo ofMedicis, duke of Florence j that this prince had ca’us’d 
him to be carried into that city, loaded with irons, and that they were 
actually at that time profecuting him as a criminal of ftate, and a rebel 
The prior of Capua, in the deepeft affliction atthisdifmal news, begg’d 
the council to difmifs him ; which having obtain’d, he hired a* brigan- 
tine at his own expence, and immediately fet fail for Italy. 6 

For the better undemanding of this hiftorical incident, which will 
have a very great influence on all we have occafion to mention hereafter 
concerning the prior, who was one of the greateft captains of his a*e the 
reader rauft recoiled the fcvcral paflages in the foregoing book rVatin^ 
to the war which the emperor Charles V. had made againft pope Clc* 
ment VII. of the houfe of Mcdicis. During this war, and the imprifon- 
ment of this pontif, the citizens of Florence had divided themfelvcs 
into two parties j the one, who adhered to the houfe of Medicis, was 
for railing it to the throne and abfolute monarchy j the other maintain’d 
the antient form of government, and was for maintaining their liberty 
and a republican adminiftration. As long as pope Clement and the cm-’ 
peror continued at variance, this prince had Tided publickly with the 
republicans j they relied entirely upon his protection, and the Medi- 
cis had been drove from Florence, as tyrants and enemies of the pub- 
lie liberty. r 

But the emperor, whofe refolutions varied with his intereft being 
reconcil’d with the pope, the confidence of the Florentines abated and 
their liberty was very much endanger’d : by the treaty made between 
the pope and Charles V. the Medicis were to be reftor'd in Florence 
to all the dignities and poffeflions they had enjoy'd before their baniffl! 
ment 5 and by a fecret article, the emperor had engag’d himfelf to 
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■cftabfifti Alexahd&'de Medicis,'; baftard fon of Laurence duke of Ur- John 
biiro* or, according to others/ fo» to Clement himfelf, prince, and 
perpetual governor of that republic!:. Such was thfe fubjett of the 
ficgc, which the troops of the pope and empeirbr, in concert; had laid 
before that place ; and after having made- themfclves millers of it, that 
they might not terrify the republican party, the emperor would have the 
new prince take upon him no more than barely the title of governor 
of the republick of Florence. But Alexander, who was too young to 
prefcribe bounds to his ambition, and feeing himfelf afterwards the 
• emperor’s fon-in-law, by his marriage with Margaret of Auftria, natural 
daughter of that prince, affe&ed mightily the majcfty of kings, and go-, 
vern’d this ftate with an haughtinefs and independence, which render’d 
him odious not only to his fellow-citizens, bur even to his very rela- 
tions. Upon which, a dangerous confpiraCy was form'd againft the life 
of this prince, at the head of which was Philip Strozzi, husband of Cla- 
rifla of Medicis, and After to pope Leo X. and he had the art to engage 
in the fame plot Laurence of Medicis, coufin to Alexander, his next 
heir, and even his favourite. Perhaps, befidcs the motive and pretext 
of defending the public liberty, he might have had an eye to that 
great fucceffion, and was more an enemy to the prince than to the prin- 
cipality. Be that as it will, this perfidious wretch, who adminiftred to 
all the pleafures of duke Alexander, pretending he had appointed him 
a rendezvous with a Florentine lady at his houfe, got him thither, and 
ftabb’d him. But inftead of feizing upon the palace, and exciting the 
people by the hopes and the fpecious bait of liberty, to take up arms in 
his favour, trouble, aftonifhmcnt, and fear, fucceeded to fo cruel an 
a&ion; he fled, and the partizaps of the houfe of Medicis recovering 
from their furprize, and being 'unable to fupport thcmftlvei without a 
head, fill’d up the dignity of duke Alexander With CofmO de Medicis, 
tho’ of a diftant branch, a youth fcarce fixteen, yet of a judgment vaftly ' 
fuperior to his years, and who, in fo delicate a juncture, difeovet'd as 
much courage as ambition. He was fon to John of Medicis, one of 
the moft famous captains of Italy, and of Mary Salviati, a woman 
as much celebrated for her noble extra&ion, as for heir wifdom and 
condud. This lady, ever fince the death of John of Mcdids, had 
liv'd in widow-hood with great aufterity ; and (hutting herfelf up in 
her houfe, had employ’d all her thoughts in the edatation of young 
Cofmo. Upon the firft news (he had of their defign to advance her 
fon to the dignity which duke Alexander had enjoy’d, whether it were 
that a maternal tendernefs infpir'd her with fear, when Ihe thought of 
his filling up . fo dangerous a poft,* or that, as fome biftorians have ad- 
vanc’d, ' that generous woman preferr'd the liberty of her country to 
the aggrandizing of her fon, Ihe employ’d her tears and intreaties to 
diftuade him from accepting it. But Cofmo, either more refolute, or 
more ambitious, without liftning to her remonftrances, abandon'd him- 
fclf to the pattizans of his houfe : by their credit, he was acknowledg’d 
for governor of the commonwealth in a public aflembly. The em- 
peror, having notice of the fatal death of his fon-in-law, confirm'd 
this difpofition. Cofmo took the reins of government into his 
hands, and, tho’ fo young, condu&ed himfelf withfo much prudence, 
that it would not be eafy to determine whether he was moft indebted 
to his skill, or his gOOd-fortune, for the principality of Florence. 

Vol. II. CX3 Strozxi 


Digitized by ^.ooQle 



C 80 Q 

John 

D’Omed&s. 

v'v^ 


THE H4 STORY OF 

Strozzi and the Partizans for a republican government* feeing 
the Medicis party prevail in the city, withdrew out of it, gave out fcctct 
commiflions for the levying of forces, and to enable themfclves to re- 
turn into it fword in hand. They flatter'd themfelves that young Cof- 
mo, bulled with the cares of his infant government, would not fo foon 
be able to purfue them. But this prince, who had faithful fpies in all 
their cabals, foon had notice of their armament ; and in order that 
they might not have time to incrcafe it, he wen tout of Florence at the 
head of his friends, and the Handing forces of the government ; and 
ftrengthned by the authority of the laws, of which he himfelf was the. 
depositary, he march'd dire&ly againft the Strozzi, who were publickly 
proferib'd by the magiflracy. Both parties met near Marono, a village 
not far from Florence, and foon engag'd ; but 'twas rather a rout than a 
battle. The greateft part of the confpirators fearing to fall into the 
hands of their enemies, took to their heels. Strozzi, and a few faithful 
friends who were refolv'd not to abandon him, Hood their ground, 
and fought like defperadoes, who were refolv’d to be cut to pieces ; but 
they were difappointed in it. Cofmo, whom it fo nearly concern’d to 
have the mod exad account of the forces and the fecret corrcfpondence 
of that party, had given orders that their lives fhould befpar'd, in which 
he was obey’d, for they contented themfelves with furrounding them; 
when being difarm’d, they were immediately put in irons, and were 
carried into the prifons in Florence; after which, they began to profecute 
them. 

'Twas on fuch difmal news that the prior of Capua fet out from 
Malta for Italy, to labour at the procuring of his father’s liberty. But 
being arriv’d at Naples, he was inform’d that he had kill’d himfelf in 
J>rifon during his confinement ; whether it were to avoid the ignominy 
of his execution, or, as fome hiftorians have given out, thro’ fear left 
the violence of the rack and other kinds of torture fhould extort from 
him the name of the fecret partizans which he had in the city. This 
man, whom the heathens of antiquity would have ador'd, but whom 
the Chriftians condemn, kill’d himfelf with a fword which had been 
left in his chamber. The following verfe of Virgil was found upon the 
mantle-tree, which he had engrav’d with the point of his fword : 

Exoriare aliquis nofir is ex ojfibus ultor : 

Rife fome avenger of our --- — blood. 

Dryden’s Virgil. 

His children, faithful to their father’s memory, devoted themfelves to 
revenge his death, but in a glorious manner, which the laws authoriz'd. 
As they confider’d the emperor as no other than the fubverter of the 
liberty of their country, and the indirect author of their father’s death, 
they went over to the French, and ferved in their armies. Peter Strozzi, 
the bldeft, rofe by his valour to the dignity of mar dial ; and the prior of 
Capua diftinguifhed himfelf in the fea-fervice, in which he commanded 
as general of the gallics. Nor was he lefs ferviceablc to his own order, 
as we fhall find in the fequel of this hiftory ; and would afterwards have 
been chofen grand mafter, had not they been apprehenfive that he, in 
order to gratify his particular refentment, would have broken through 
the neutrality which the grand ih afters and the body of the order had 
always profefs’d to obferve, with regard to Chriftian princes . 
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During his abfcncc and his ftay in Italy, the chevalier Paul Sime* d >J°“" ej 
oni, prior of Lombardy, who had contributed fo much to the taking 
of Tunis, was made general of the gallies, and order’d foon after to go a- 
long with themarquefs of Terra Nova, to the port of Sufa in Atrica, 
which having revolted from Muley Hafcen, king of Tuhis, that prince in- 
tended to befiege it. 

Susa flood upon a rock near the fea, at eight or nine leagues diftancc 
from Tunis, beyond Cap-bon. Its haven is fccure, and, like the place, 
defended by an old caftle, which is fortified and furrounded by ditches, 
with an efplanade quite round. The Turks, lince the emperor’s return 
from the conqueft of Tunis, had feized on moft of the places which lay 
along the coaft, and had (hut up Muley Hafcen in his capital ; who, in 
order to recover the entire pofleflion of his dominions, and to clear 'em 
of fuch ufurpers, had applied to the order of St. John. In purfuance of 
which, he lent an ambaffador, Camugi by name, to Malta, to implore fuc- 
cours from the knights. That minifter, in order to engage them in this *• 
enterprife, rcprelcnted to them that the corfairs had fortified Tachiora 5 
that they had put a ftrong garrifon in it, under the command of Morat 
Aga, one of the principal captains of Barbarofla * that they expefted that 
general of the corfairs with a large fleet * and that the order would never 
be able to keep Tripoli, if they did not traverfc his defigns. The grand 
mafier thought proper to fend this advice to the emperor, who finding 
that the defence of Muley his Vaflal, concern’d himfelf more nearly than 
it did the order, prefled the grand mafier to join his forces to thofe of 
Sicily, in order to clear the coaft of Barbary of the Corfairs ; and at the 
fame time ordered his viceroy to furnifh Muley all the fuccour he 
fhould have occafion for, to form the liege of Sufa. 

The grand mafter ,and the viceroy, fitted out fourteen gallies, on board 
of which were a good number of knights and troops, in the fcrvice of 
the order* to which the viceroy joined 3000 foot as his quota, under 
the command of themarquefs of Terra Nova, a Sicilian nobleman, who 
was to be general of the land forces, whilft the general of the gallies of 
the order kept out, and commanded at fea. 

This fquadron, palling through the channel of Malta,came off the place 
where Muley had pitched his camp. The marquefs of Terra Nova, and the 
knights landed their troops, and a train of artillery, which the king of 
Tunis wanted* they then opened the trenches, and planted batteries, 
which began to play upon the weakeft part of the town, which they would 
infallibly have taken, had not the marquefs been impos’d upon by a re- 
negado, who had advis’d him to change the place of his battery. This 
xenegado, feigning to have made his efcape, and pretending to be greatly 
griev’d for his having quitted his religion and his country, threw himfelf 
at the marquefs's feet, (hedding a flood of tears at the fame time, and beg- 
ged him to pardon his defertion and apoftacy. The marquefs, deceiv’d 
by thefe fpecious marks of his repentance, promis’d him the utmoft fccuri- 
ty in his army * and alfo that after the taking of Sufa, he would carry him 
back to Europe. He then began to enquire of the renegado about the 
condition of the place, to whom the traitor gave an account agreeable 
to what he had concerted before with the governor : he particularly told 
him, with an air of the utmoft lincerity, that the quarter which his cannon 
play'd upon was the ftrongeft part of the place, that the wall there was 
ftrengthen'd with a rampart, and that tho' they might poflibly ruin and 
beat it down, they yet would find deep intrenchments behind it, forti- 
fied with flanks and redans, and lined with a good number of muske- 
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tccrs to keep off the aflailants ; and added moreover, that the governor, 
finding him engaged in attacking that place* had made his boafts, 
that all the Chriftians fhould perifh in it. The marquefs, to whom this 
account gave no fmall uneafinefs, ask'd him, which was the weakeft 
poll of the place : which being juft what the renegado wanted, he Ihcwcd 
him the ftrongeft part j when the marquefs, deceived by the advice of this 
infidious wretch, changed his batteries, and made all his efforts againft 
fome towers, which flanked the caftle ; and which, as the renegado af- 
fur’d him, would be demolilhed by his cannon in a moment : but they 
fpent all the powder they had brought from Malta and Sicily, on mak- 
ing only a pretty narrow breach. However, as their ammunition failed, 
the marquefs, who was not yet undeceiv’d, refolv’d to attempt an afTault. In 
purfuance of which, an hundred and thirty knights, and four hundred fol- 
diers, in the fervicc of the order, mounted it firft $ who, though they 
could march only in files, one after another, they yet got to the top of the 
breach, where they intended to have made a lodgment; but they met 
With fuch large and deep intrenchments before them, and were expofed 
to fuch tollies of (hot from the muskets, and crofs-bows in the flanks, 
as obliged them to retire. They then propos'd to turn the attack and the 
batteries on another fide, but were prevented by the want of powder. 
Twas with the utmoft anguifh, that the marquefs faw himfelf under a nc- 
ceflity of railing the fiege, who, before he re-imbarked, refolved to vent 
his anger on the renegado ; but that villain, pleas’d with the happy fucccfs 
his artifice had met with, was fled back into the town, to receive the re- 
ward of his treachery and hypocrify t and the knights, after having left a 
great number of their comrades and foldiers at the foot of the walls, and 
on the breach, returned defponding to Malta, where they complained that 
the emperor had facrificed the forces of the order, under a general fo very 
unfit to command over them. 

T h e commander Botigella feconded thefe juft complaints, with his 
advice : he was juft returned from his government of Tripoli, which being 
expired, Ferdinand de Bracamont, commander of Ecolca, was nomi- 
nated his fuccefTor ; and Alonfo Cordan, a knight of great reputation, was 
to command the cavalry of the place. Botigella, on his return,* took 
occafion from the ill fuccefs of the fiege of Sufa, to reprefent to the grand 
mafter and council, that experience ought to have made them fenfiblc, 
how impra&icable it was for the Chriftians, ever to make any fixed and 
durable conquefts, on the coaft of Africa, and among the Moors $ and 
that, cither from the averfion which a difference of religion is apt to in- 
fpire, or from the natural inconftancy of thofe people, who were altoge- 
ther as unfaithful to fovercigns of their own nation, as they were to fo- 
reigners i that moft of the cities along the coaft of Africa, fincc the return 
of Charles V. had revolted more than once ; that the wars which they 
maintain'd, and the fquadrons which they fitted out to affift the emperor, 
drained the order of its beft fubje&s, and coft them immenfe fums ; that 
the ceffion, which that prince had made, or, to fpeak more properly, the 
burdenfome condition which he had laid upon them, of undertaking the 
defence of fuch a place, which he had annexed to the conveyance of the ifle 
of Malta, ought to be confidered as a fatal prefent to the order; and that 
the only remedy left, was to deliver it back immediately to that prince ; 
or, in cafe of his infilling on the knights continuing ftill there, to infift that 
he himfelf fhould put it in a ftate of defence, and be at the ex- 
pence of railing the fortifications, and other works necefiary to enable it 
to fuftain a fiege. 
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What deference foever the council might have for the opinion of D ,J 0H ” 
Botigclla, they yet thought proper, in fo important an affair, to con- 
fait fuch knights as Were bed; skilled in fortification, and particularly 
thofe who had commanded in the place. Thefc all unanimoufly conclu- 
ded that it was not tenable ; and upon their report the council difpatched 
the bailiff de Grolee to the emperor : he, after his arrival at his court, re- 
prefented to him, that it would be impoffiblc to keep Tripoli, unlefs they 
fortify’d it with walls of a neceflary height and thicknefs ; that ditches of 
a proper breadth, and bulwarks for its better defence were wanting ; that 
unlefs thefe precautions fhould be taken, they would only expofe all the 
knights there to be cut to pieces ; that if the town ihould be taken, it 
would be impoffiblc for the caftle, which Was built after the antique falhion, 
to hold out above a few days * and laftly, that it was perhaps more 
the emperor’s intereft to abandon fuch a weak place, to blow up the 
caftle, and fill up the mouth of the harbour. Bat the emperor, who was 
neither willing to be at the expence of fortifying it, nor to deprive him- 
felf of a port which ferv’d as a key to Africa, and coft him nothing for its de- 
fence, order’d the bailiff to tell the grand matter from him, that he would 
negled nothing to put Tripoli in a condition of defence ; that he defired 
the order to keep always a ftrong garrifon In it, and that in cafe the 
Infidels fhould befiege it, he would immediately fend pofitive orders to 
the viceroy of Sicily, to throw in all the ncceffhry fuccours. He conti- 
nued to fay, that he hoped to be able in a little time, to drive all the 
Turkifh corfairs out of the coafts of Africa, and that till fuch time as he 
could turn his arms on that fide, the order would oblige him in joining 
their gallies to the fleet he had fent into, the Mediterranean. 

The bailiff at his return having given the council an account of the 
fiiccefs of his embafly, they immediately fitted out four gallies ; having 
on board 200 knights, under the command of Simeoni bailiff of Lombar- 
dy, who joined the Chriftian army at Meffina, which Andrew Doria, 
prince of Melphi, and great admiral to the emperor, commanded. This 
general was a Genoefc, and born of a noble family, which he rendred ftill 
more illuftrious by his prodigious bravery. King Francis I. and pope Cle- 
ment VII. had both of them given him the command of their fleets j who, 
having quitted the king’s fcrvicc, had gone over to the emperor’s. This 
prince, whole intrigues were more formidable than his fword, and who 
Was fo artful in corrupting his enemy's generals, got the Gcnoefe over 
to his fide, by the offers he made him of an annual penfion of 69000 
ducats, and alfo of maintaining conftantly twelve gallics under his com- 
mand ; alluring him at the fame time, that Genoa Ihould enjoy its liberty, 
under the emperor’s protection, and that Savona be reduced under the 
dominion of the Gcnoefe. Doria, after having agreed to thefe articles, 
gave out, in order to juftify his changing fides, that the king of France 
did not pay him the fubfidies ftipulatcd for maintaining his gallies $ that 
be had balked him of the ranfom he was to have for the prince of Orange, 
his prilbner of war $ and that notwithftanding all the inftances he had uled 
with the minifters of Francis I. in favour of the Genoefe his countrymen, 
he yet could never prevail fo far as to have them treated with lefs oppref- 
fion and feverity. 'Tis pretended that this laft motive of complaint, had 
« greater influence on his Ihifting fides, than all the reft j and that this 
general, who was fond of glory, flattered himfelf that he fhould immor- 
talize his name, by delivering his country from the dominion of the French. 
Probably too, that Under colour of the emperor’s protedion, and the fhadow 
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cftabliftiing his own authority there, for the rule of the government. 

Whatever might be the fource of thefe different motives, 'tls 
certain that France could hardly have fuffer'd a more coniiderablc lofs, 
or the emperor have made a more ufcful acquifition ; for he employed 
him equally againft Solyman and Francis I. and in the prefent occafion, 
he not only commanded the vcffels of Charles V. but had likewife the 
lupreme authority over all the reft, in quality of general iflimo over all the 
fleet of the Chriftian league. 

The pope was alfo engaged in this league, which the emperor and the 
order of Malta had made, and their bufinefs now was to draw the Vene- 
tians into it ; but they carefully avoided all occaftons of coming to a 
rupture with Solyman, a formidable prince, whofe territories were ad- 
joining to thofe of that republick. Doria, in order to render them fufi 
petted to Solyman, and make as if thofe republicans were to ad in con- 
cert with him, wrote to Girolamo Pczaro their general, by which he 
told him that it would be ncceflary to attack the Turks, before their 
feveral fquadrons fhould be joined. He fent this letter by a l’mall bark, 
which, as he deflgncd it, fell into the infidels hands, which they fent 
immediately to Solyman, who thereupon made bitter complaints of it 
to the bailo or embaffador of the commonwealth. In vain did that mi- 
nifter proteft that the republick of Venice had no intelligence with 
Charles V. all his oaths and proteftations made no great impreflion up- 
on Solyman. “ There is, fays that prince to him, but one way left 
“ to juftify your matters, which is, that they immediately fign a league 
** with me againft the emperor, and join their ftiips to my fleet, in order to 
“ attack his dominions." The fenate, whofe fundamental maxim was the 
obferving of a neutrality, rejetted the propofal ; and an accident happen'd 
at the fame time, which furnilhed an occafion or pretence for a rup- 
ture. 

The Sultan’s imperial galley being feparated by a ftorm, fell by night 
into the fleet of the Venetians, when Alexander Contarini, proveditor 
general of the army, taking it in the dark for a vcffel belonging to the 
corfairs, attack’d it, killed the rais or commander, cut 300 janizaries to 
pieces, and made himfclf matter of it. Solyman made great complaints on 
this fubjed, and demanded that Contarini (hould be deliver’d into his hands 
to be punilhed ; but not being able to attain this fatisfadion, he declared 
war againft the Venetians. Whatever fliare the knights might have in 
this war, 'twould be foreign to my prefent purpofc to enter into the detail 
of it : all I fhall obferve is, that the Chriftian and Turkilh fleets met near a 
bay of the Adriatick j that they cannonaded each other furioufly 3 but 
that the Turks, who were under Barbarofla's com ip and, finding themfelves 
to be the weaker, retired into the bay of Arta, to avoid coming to a ge- 
neral engagement ; that feveral battles had been fought, but not one of 
them decifive ; and finally, that Doria, notwithftanding his having been 
earneftly folicitcd by the patriarch of Alexandria, who commanded the 
pope’s fquadron, and by the knights of St. John, had yet obftinately re- 
fus'd, under pretence that there was not wind enough for his (hips, to ad- 
vance againft the enemy, and had looked quietly on, whilft Barbarofta made 
his efcape, for fear of deftroying the only general the enemy had, who was 
formidable to his matter ; finccthatas long as Barbarofta fhould be living, 
he would be neceflary to the emperor : a piece of policy, which both Bar- 
barofla and Doria reciprocally obferv’d, who without any concerted intel- 
ligence between them, never pulhed their advantage contrary to their 
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refpeftive interefts, fo far as to get rid of an enemy, who, tho’ he Were a D .J°“£ ES 
rival, was yet of ufe only to inhance their feveral talents and capacities. 

The Chriftians were left fuccefsful at land than they had been at 
fea. The conqueft of Hungary had always made part of the vaft project, 
or, to fpeak more properly, part of the chimera of an univerfal monar- 
chy aferibed to Charles V. In confequcnce of which, Ferdinand, king of 
the Romans, who was brother to the emperor, in concert with him, or 
rather by his orders, had a&ually inverted the town of Buda > and Rocan- 
dorf, one of his generals, was carrying on the liege with great vigour. 

Solyman, who was jealous of any accefiion of power to the houfe of Au- 
ftria, and under pretence that Sepufius, the laft king of Hungary, had, by 
his will, appointed him to be tutor to his infant fon, fent Mahomet, 
one of his Balhas, to throw fuccours into the place. The Turkifh general 
attack’d and forc’d the lines of the Auftrians, cut above 20000 men to 
pieces, either put to flight, or took prifoners the poor remains of the ar- 
my ; and Solyman arriving foon after in Hungary, entered into Buda, in- 
to which he put a ftrong garrifon, under pretence of preventing the dc- 
figns of Ferdinand ; and, in order to cloak his ufurpatjon, declared pub- 
lickly, that afloon as the young king fhould be of age, he would deli- 
ver him up the place. 

Notwithstanding a folemn promife made, which ambi- 
tious princes never want pretences to excufc themfelves from performing, 
this enterprize of the grand lignior alarm’d the Hungarians no lefs than 
the Germans. No body queftioned, but that the emperor would bring 
a mighty force into the field, in order to rid himfelf of fo formidable a 
neighbour : ’twould have been a light altogether worthy the attention of 
all other monarchs, to fee thofe two great princes, both of them fo power- 
ful and fo ambitious, fighting againft each other, and difputing the entire 
pofleflion of Hungary in the field. But whether it were that Charles V. 
did not care to truft his glory to fortune, or that he flatter’d himfelf 
with fucceeding in another enterprize, the event of which was lels 
doubtful ; that prince, whofc deftgns were always impenetrable, left the 
defence of Hungary to the king his brother, in order to attack Africa, and 
fall upon the dominions of Barbarofla. The abfenee of that corfair king, 
who was gone to Conrtantinople, made him flatter himfelf that he Ihould 
meet with a weak oppofttion in the taking of Algiers 5 and he hoped to 
have the fame fuccefs in the liege of this place, as he had had in that of 
Tunis. For which end, he ifiued out orders in Spain, in Naples, and in 
Sicily, for making preparations fuitable to the greatnefs of the enterprize. 
Ferdinand Cortez, the Spaniard who acquir’d fo much glory by the dis- 
covery and conqueft of Mexico, was appointed to command the arma- 
ment that was to be tnade in Spain. Ferdinand de Gonzaga, and Don Pe- 
dro de Toledo, viceroys of Sicily and Naples, carried on their preparations 
with as great application in thofe two kingdoms. They drew a good bo- 
dy of Cavalry from Germany and the county of Burgundy 5 and Gamillo 
Colonna, Auguftin Spinola, and Antonio Doria, having the commiflion 
of colonels, made levies of foot all over Italy. 

The grand mafter of Malta received a letter at the fame time from the 
emperor, written in the moft obliging terms, by which the knights were in- 
vited to join their forces to his, for the undertaking of an holy war, which 
he allur’d them was defign'd only for the dcftru&ion of the corfairs and the 
enemies of the order. So great was the number of knights who offer- 
ed themfelves for this expedition, that Malta and the convent would 
have been left defert, had not the grand mafter prudently limited this 
V o l. II. • Z fuccour 
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John fuccour to four hundred knights. Thefe went on board four gallies of 
t * le or< ^ er » e ac h knight being attended with two fervants well arm’d : 
And George Schilling, great bailiff of Germany, and at that time general 
of the gallies of the order, was appointed to command the fquadron $ 
who in the port of Bonifacio joined part of the emperor’s fleet command, 
ed by him in perfon, from whence they went to Majorca, where the fhips 
and gallies had orders to rendezvous before the end of September. 

There was no one that could flatter himfclf with the hopes of 
fuccecding in an enterprize, which was undertaken when the feafon 
was fo far advanced : But as the emperor purfued it with great vigour, 
the courtiers, whofe whole employment is flattery, were not willing 
to fuggeft to him a truth, fo contrary to his inclination. So that there 
was no one but Andrew Doria, the great admiral, and the marquife 
del Guafto, general of the land-forces, that durft prefumc to reprefent to 
him the perils to which he was going to expofe himfclf : and Doria, who 
was the greateft feaman of his age, told him, that no pilot, in fuch a fca- 
fon, durft venture out to fea for any time, without the utmoft ncceffiry ; 
that the fea of Barbary was at that time very lubjeft to ftorms, and that 
he was afraid left a guft of wind Ihould fcatter his fleet, and hinder the 
fuccefs of his arms : And the venerable old man added in his military 
ftile, “ Suffer yourfclf, fays he to him, to be diverted from this enterprize, 
“ for if we Ihould go, we (hall all be loft by God." To which the em- 
peror replied laughing/' Two and twenty years of empire for me, and three- 
“ lcore and twelve of life for you, ought to fatisfy us, fo as to make us both 
“ die contented." And fo, without altering his refolution, he went on board, 
fet fail towards Algiers? when, after having met with a pretty violent 
ftorm, he at laft got into the road of Algiers, where he arrived on the 24th, 
or, as others have it, on the 26th of O&ober. 

Though the wind was down, yet the fea ftill ran fo high, that they 
were forced to defer the landing for two days, in order to prevent thefol- 
diers being forced to wade through the water up to the middle. It was af- 
terwards made, without any great oppofltion from the infidels, when fix- 
ty gallies put their troops afhore, and the great (hips landed theirs in boats : 
After their imbarkation, the army on land was found to confift of 20000 
foot and 6000 horfe. The emperor, in order to prevent jealoufies, which 
too often arife between different nations, divided his troops into three bo- 
dies i the firft was compofed of Italians, to whom he joined the knights 
and foldiers of Malta, under the command of the grand bailiff, who re- 
ceived no orders from any body, but the emperor. The Spaniards, all of 
them old foldiers, were put in the fecond body * and the Germans, Bur- 
gundians, and a great number of volunteers, compofed the third : The 
Spaniards had the van, the Italians the main body, where the emperor 
was in petfon, and the Germans were put in the rear. Every one of thefe 
bodies had three fleld-picces at the head of their line, to play upon the A- 
rabs, who, without keeping any order, made their attack, did what exe- 
cution they could, then wheeled off, and were inceffantly returning to 
the charge. 

The emperor ordered the battalion of Malta to extend itfelf to the 
left of the main battle, to repulfe thofe light horfe j the knights were on 
foot, armed with cuiraffes and head-pieces, and a long or half-pike in their 
hands. The author of a relation fent to the pope observes, that their fub- 
reveftes were all of damask or crimfon velvet, on which their white 
1 croffes being placed, made a glittering fhew ; and that they difeovered fuch 
an air of grandeur and intrepidity, as gave terror to all fuch Barbarians as 
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durft approach them. The emperor’s head quarters were marked out be- John 
tween two brooks 5 and he planted heavy artillery all round a little hill, 
which at the fame time play’d both upon the town and the country. 

The city of Algiers, built in form of an amphitheatre, (lands on the de- 
clivity of a hill over againft the port » the foundation of which is aferibed to 
the (on of Juba king of Mauritania. Barbarofla, at his fetting out for Con- 
llantinople, committed the government of it to an old eunuch, named 
Hafcen, who was an aga, and a renegado of the ifland of Sardinia, a great 
fcaman, and one in whom he intircly confided. The emperor, before he 
Attacked the place, difpatched a gentleman to him, to perfuade him to fur- 
render it. The envoy, in order to determine him to it, gave him an ac- 
count of the emperor’s power, his forces, his land and fea-armics, at the 
fame time offering him confiderable fums s and concluding his difeourfe 
with a reprefentation, that he ought to makcufe of thisoccafion to return 
into his own country, and of being readmitted into the bofom of the 
church, from which he had been unhappily divorc'd by his unfortunate 
circumftances. The eunuch heard him out with patience, but all the an- 
fwer he return'd him, was, “ That it was a great piece of folly for any one 
“ to take upon himfelf to advife an enemy $ but that it was a much great- 
** er, to hearken to the advice that an enemy gave.” Upon which, he im- 
mediately difmifled the gentleman. 

The governor had with him eight hundred Turks, who were old and ex- 
perienced foldiers, and about fix thoufand inhabitants, partly Moors, and 
partly refugees of Granada, all bearing arms, and all to a man refolvcdto 
be kill’d upon the fpot, rather than fall again under the dominion of the 
Spaniards. The aga had likewife fent money and prefents to feveral cap- 
tains of the Arabs, in order to engage them to fcour the country, and 
harrafs the camp of the Chriftians $ to which they had but too natural a pro- 
penfity, from the genius of their nation, which fubfifts only by incurfions and 
plunder. All the plain was foon cover’d over with them j mod of them had 
Jong javelins, which they hurl’d with fo much dexterity, that the Chriftians 
found it a very difficult matter to parry the ftroke. 

Whilst thefe light horfe were continuing their skirmifhes, there a- 
rofe, as night was coming on, a terrible ftorm, attended with an exceffive 
cold rain, and which pour’d down in fuch floods, that it filled the chri- 
ftian camp with water. The rain foaked the ground to fuch a degree, 
that they could march only in dirt and mire $ befides, as they had not had 
time fufficient for the landing of their tents and equipages, the whole army 
had nothing but the sky to cover them ; fo that the foldiers matches were 
quite put out, and the powder in their pouches all wet. The governor, 
in order to make his advantage of this difafter, fallied out at day-break, 
with part of the gaxrifon, who firft fell upon three companies that were 
polled upon a (lone-bridge, which led to one of the gates of the town ; 
and the infidels, finding thefe foldiers benumbed with cold, cut them to 
pieces. This little fuccefs encouraged them to fall upon the emperor’s 
quarter 5 but the colonels Colonna and Spinola ran thither, at the head of 
their regiments, fuftained by the knights of Malta, who, though on foot, 
fell in fo furioufly among the Turkifh and Moorilh cavalry, that they 
killed a great number of them, and difmounted feveral. The author, to 
whom I am obliged for part of this relation, fays, that a French knight. Relation du 
brother Nicolas de Villegagnon by name, throwing himfelf, with an im- 
petuofity natural to his country, into the midft of the infidels» was pap p au i 3? 
wounded in the left arm by a Moorilh horfeman, who (truck him with paricfecre- 
his lance j but that the knight, having milfed the thruft he made at him w defon 
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D’Omedes ^ IS P^ C> as t ^ ie Moor was turning his horfe to give him a fccond blow, 
the knight, who was very tall, and of a ftrength proportionable to his ftature, 
leap'd upon the crupper of his enemy’s horfe, gave him a ftab, and threw 
him to the ground. Nor were his companions inferior to him in bra- 
very i for they all rallied about the ftandard of the order, When Ferdi- 
nand de Gonzaga, one of the emperor’s lieutenant-generals, addrefling 
himfelf to the grand bailiff of the order, cried out, “ Courage, my brave 
“ commander} 'tis not enough for us to beat thefc dogs, we muftpurfue 
“ them, and enter with them into Algiers * none, but your knights only, 
“ arc able to finilh a war before it be begun, and take a place of fuch 
“ ftrength without arms or artillery." The knights, notwithstanding 
their having no ftrength left, but what their courage fupplied them with, 
did not yet want to be encouraged with fuch difeourfes} but, inflam'd 
with the higheft ardor, purfued the enemy to the very gates of the city, 
and were juft ready to throw themfclves into the place, when the gover- 
nor, who was refolv’d to facrifice all his foldiers who were out of the city, 
to the fury of the Chriftians, order’d the gates to be (hut. The above- 
mention’d writer relates, that the chevalier Ponce de Savignac, a French- 
man, who carried the ftandard of the order, fixed his dagger in the gate, 
as a proof that he had advanc’d as far as it was poflible for him to go. 
As the rain ceas'd in the morning, the old governor feeing from the walls, 
that his foldiers in this fally had had none but the knights, and fome Ita- 
lian companies, to fight with, he order’d the artillery, which was upon the 
town-rampart on that fide, to be levelled againft them } and at the fame 
time, in order to prevent their retreat, he made a fecond fally with the bed 
troops of his garrifon, armed with iron crofs-bows, which were of great ufc 
to them in rainy weather. They were now come a fecond time to a 
dofe engagement, when moft of the Italians, who were raw foldiers, that 
had never feen a battle, and being alfo benumbed with cold, either ran away, 
or fuffer’d thcmfelves to be cut to pieces, without offering to make the 
lead defence. The emperor, having notice of the danger to which the 
knights were expos’d, fent fome companies of Germans to their fuccour : 
the bailiff Schilling, of the fame nation, put himfelf at their head, made a 
frelh charge upon the infidels, pufh’d them a fecond time to the gates of 
Algiers, and brought back his troops covered with glory and wounds. 
The infidels Ihot poifoned arrows, fo that all who were wounded with 
them died afterwards, and among the reft, brother Ponce de Savignac, 
ftandard- bearer of the order, the very knight who had ftuck his dagger in 
the gate of Algiers. This brave man, notwithftanding his having re- 
ceiv’d a large wound from a crofs-bow, and though he felt the poi- 
fon creeping forward, and approaching his heart, he yet had the cou- 
rage and ftrength to carry his ftandard, fupported only by a foldier, al- 
ways aloft, and would not quit it till the moment he expired. Tis 
faid, that the order, befides this knight, and the chevalier de Villars, of the 
language of Auvergne, who was difablcd by his wound, loft above 75 
knights on this occafion j among which are reckoned brother Diego de 
Coutreras a Spaniard, brother Lopez Alvarez a Navarrete, brother John 
di Pcnnas a Caftilian } brother Peter de Reffay, John Babot, Charles de 
Gueval, and John Pinard, all Frenchmen } brother Jofeph de la Cofa, and 
brother Maria Catracanti, Italians } three Chaplains of the order, and 
about 409 foldiers in the fervice of the order. 

But this lofs was inconfiderablp, if compar’d to that which the 
emperor had fuftain’d the fame day, of the greateft part of his fleet. Black 
clouds began to hide the light of the fun, after which followed fuch a 
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violent ftorm, that it looked as if the winds, the fea, the earth, lightning, J 0HN 
thunder, rain, and all the elements confounded, had confpircd together to 
deftroy the army of the Chriftians. The (hips driven from their" anchors, 
by the violence of the ftorm, feemed one while to be carried aloft in the • 
clouds by mountains of water, and the next moment funk down in the 
gaping ocean, and feem’d to be plung'd to the very bottom of it. Some 
of them tolfed by the violence of the winds, the pilots and mariners being 
no longer able to manage ’em, ftruck and were dafhed to pieces againft 
one another ; others driven along the coaft, by the force of the tem- 
peft, fplit upon the rocks, and were beat to pieces •, fo that in lefs than 
half an hour, fifteen gallics and eighty fix vcffcls were loft. That which 
piade this lo(s ftill greater was, that thefe fhips were laden with provifions, 
by which misfortune, the land army loft JikeWilV all hopes of fubfiftence $ 
and efpccially in a country that was defert, and in the pofieffion of Bar- 
barians, who triumphed in the calamities of the Chriftians. 

In the extremity fome officers of gallies, feeing their lofs inevitable, 
ai)d hutried on with defpair, endeavoured to run a-ground upon the coaft, 
in hopes that the ftorm would throw them upon fome place nearer land, 
whenec fome of them might be fortunate enough to fave themfelves, 
either by fwimming or getting Upon (hattered pieces of their veflcls. Se- 
veral took this fad refolution, and either perifhed mifcrably, or clfe were 
killed by the Arabs, who lined the fhorc, and who murder’d thefe poor 
creatures unmercifully, or \yithour caring to make them (laves, as the 
hiftotian Ulloa, whofe father was in this fatal, expedition, informs us. 

This author relates further, that the veflel of Don Antonio Carricro, a 
flag officer, having been fplit topicces, a young Spanilh maiden of exqui- 
fite beauty, who was his miftrefs, land was on board his (hip, being thrown 
by the waves upon the Ihore, . an Arab at the fight of her rich clothes and 
the jewels (he had oh, ran immediately to feizc Upon her, as his prey ; and 
without being the lead: moved with either the prayers, tears, or even the 
charms of that young lady, murder’d her inhumanly in cold blood. 

The fea was now cover’d over with broken veflels, pieces of timber, 
and bodies of men and horfes, which were floating up and down it. The 
galley of Janetin Doria, the great admiral’s nephew, whom he lov’d fo 
entirely, running defignedly a-ground, ftuck faft in the fand on the fea- 
(hore, and was going to be kill'd like the reft by the Arabs, had not the 
emperor, who was a melancholy fpe&ator of the wreck, fent down Don 
Antonio d’Arragon, with fome Italian companies, who faved him from 
thofc Barbarians. Hiftorians fay, that the admiral hearing of the danger he 
had ran, cried out, with tears in his eyes, “ My nephew was to be expo- 
“ fed to that misfortune, to teach me before I die to weep at fea." 

T welvc gallies who were this admiral’s own, four commanded by Virginio 
Urfini, feveral gallies of Naples and Sicily, and three hundred colonels, 
either captains of (hips, or officers by fea and land, and upwards of eight 
thoufand men, both foldiers and mariners, were loft on this occafion. 

The mariners of a galley of Malta, called the Baftard , having endea- 
vour’d to run her a-ground on a flat fhore, where they might have faved 
their . lives, brother Francifco d.’Azcvedo, who commanded her, per- 
ceiving their defign, oppofed it with the utmoft intrepidity : And when the 
fcamcn, grown bolder by the common danger, reprefented to him, that the 
order would be no great fufferers by the lofs of the hulk of a galley, which 
had already ferv’d for upwards of twenty years, and had been repaired and 
refitted ievcral times 5 the commander, Laying hand on his fword, cry’d 
out as follows, “ The qjder have intruded me with this galley, and I 
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u will kill the firft man who (hall offer to fink her; to that we fault cither pe- 
“ rifh here, or fave her." This heroick refolution, the courage and intrepi- 
dity of the knight, infpired his crew with the fame bravery ; when himfelf 
fetting them a pattern, and Scattering his money plentifully amongft them, 
they all fet their hands to the pump i fo that notwphftanding the vaft quan- 
tity of water that was gbt into the hold, he yet faved his galley. Ano- 
ther belonging to the order, called la Catarinetta, commanded by John 
Barrientos, had alfo like to have been loft by another unhappy accident : 
for his helm being broke by a violent (hock of the waves, the vefi'el having 
no rudder, and being driven by the ftorm, was going to Split upon the 
rocks i but two bold feamen tying ropes about them, had themfclves let 
down ftark naked into the fea, who faftned on another rudder, which 
they had in referve j and without any manner of tools, but their bare 
hands, put the needle through the eye of the helm, and by that means Sa- 
ved the galley. 

Nor was the land army in lefs danger, the Soldiers having neither 
tents, equipage, ammunition, nor even a day's provifion, and deftitute of 
thc ncccflary remedies to cure the wounded. The author of the relation, 
from whom 1 have taken the above-mention’d particulars, fpeaks to pope 
Paul 111. to whom he fent it, as follows : “ I can allure your holinefs that 
“ 1 faw five knights of Malta, and above thirty gentlemen volunteers, 
il faint, and lofe all their blood in the dirt, without any body's being able to 
“ give them the leaft aftiftance ; by the emperor’s orders they killed all 
“ the horfes of the army, and diftributed them among the foldiers by 
« companies." 

That prince afterwards raifed the liege, and kept the fame order and 
method in his return, as he had obferved at his landing. The knights of 
Malta, though moft of them were wounded, had yet thepoft of honour, 
and were put in the rear, together with the foldiers of the order, and fuch 
of the army as were beft armed. The author of the relation adds, that 
they were obliged to oppofe the attacks of the governor of Algiers, who 
made continual charges upon them, at the head of his cavalry, in order to 
incommode the march of the army. At laft the Chriftians came in the 
evening to the fide of a brook called Alcaras, which the great rains had 
rendred unfordable; which oblig'd them to encamp, and fpend the night 
there, all which the workmen of the army employ'd in building a bridge, 
which they made of the flutter'd remains of the veflels that were found up- 
on the fhore ; this being done, the army paired over it the next day. Af- 
ter three days march, they arrived near cape Matafus, where the poor re- 
mains of the fleet had put in. Here the army rc-imbarked, with great joy 
at quitting the fhore ; but they had fcarce been three hours under fail, when 
a new ftorm arofc, the fleet was again difperfed, fcveral (hips were loft, 
arid among the reft one with feven hundred Spaniards on board, which was 
caft away in the emperor’s fight, without there being the leaft polfibility of 
giving it any fuccour. In fine, the Chriftians, after having pafs'd 
through lb many dangers, and been in a continual fear of being fwallow'd 
up in the fea, arrived at the port of Bugia, which had been in the Spaniards 
hands ever fince its being taken by Don Pedro de Navarre, general to their 
catholick majeftics. Miuley-Hafcen king of Tunis came thither with pro- 
vifions and refrefhments for the emperor and his army, who received him 
very hapdfomely, and allured him of his prote&ion ; when the weather 
growing fair, he fet fail on the 1 6th of November for Cartagena, where 
he arrived the 25 th of the fame month. But before he re-imbarked, he 
fent away the bailiff of Germany, and all the knights, with the higheft 
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testimonies of his fatiSfa&ion, who being on three gallics that wetc half D ,J° HK . 
fhattcr’d, made fhift, though with great difficulty, to gain the harbour of i/VV/ 
Malta. 

At the fame time that theveffels and gallies of the order were detained 
in Africa at the liege of Algiers, the channel of Malta was often filled with 
corfairs, who kept the harbour in a manner blocked up, infulted the coafts 
of the ifland, and that of Goza, and carried off all fuch inhabitants as had 
the ill fortune to fall into their hands. The grand bailiff at his return, had 
no fooner refitted his gallies, but he put out to fea again, gave them chace, 
cleared the channel of thofe pirates, purfued them as far as the coaA of 
Africa, took feveral rais or captain^, and lpread the terror of his name, 
and the dread of his arms over all thofe Teas. 

B a d weather obliging him to put into the port of Tripoli, he was in- 
formed by an envoy of Muley-Hafcen king of Tunis, whofent him to the 
governor of the place, that BarbarofTa, incenfed that the knights Ihould ap- 
pear at the head of all the enterprises that the ChriAians engaged in againft 
the African Turks, was folliciting at the port for an order to lay Aege to 
Tripoli ; thatMorat Aga his lieutenant was making preparations for it at 
Tachora ; for which purpofc he had raifed a redoubt in the village of Ada- 
bus uj the neighbourhood of Tripoli, and put an advanced body in it, 
which kept Tripoli in a manner blocked up on that fide : He added further, 
chat Hafcen's correfpondcnce, and union with the emperor and the knights, 
had rendted him odious to the Turks, and other princes of his religion > 
that feveral of the principal cities Of his kingdom, as Sufa, Monaftcr, Ma- 
hedia or Africa, Esfacos, and Calibia had revolted, fome of which had re- 
ceived the Turks into them, whilft others pretended to maintain them- 
felves in an abfolute indcpendance by their Angle ftrength $ that a great 
number ofTuniAans, malccontents, had Ancc the emperor’s defeat reti- 
red to Algiers under the protection of Barbaroffa ; that there was no doubt 
but they would foon fee that formidable corfair, at the head of an army, 
beAeging Tripoli and Tunis ; and that Hafcen was going to fet out im- 
mediately to wait upon the emperor, who was then in Italy, to ask for 
thofe fuccours, which he hoped to obtain from him, as he own’d him for 
his fovereign. 

W s have already obferved that the knights had follicited the em- 
peror, cither to put Tripoli in a Aate of defence, or elfe to give them 
leave to All up the port, blow up the caftlc, and abandon a city that was 
fo chargeable to the order. The grand bailiff, after having review’d 
the place again, held a council of war, at which the governor and 
principal knigtits of the garrifbn were prefent ; and purfuant to their una- 
nimous refolution, they, with the confent of the grand mafter, and the 
cpuncil, fend new embaffadors to Charles V. who were to renew their 
inAances, and to reprefent to him, that it would be impofAble to keep a 
place that was open on all Ades, without fccuring it with good walls, and 
fortifying them with out-works ; that the country afforded neither Aone 
nor lime for thofe different works ; that they could not get any from Malta, 
without a great expence, not to mention that the knights found it difficult 
enough to fortify themfelves there j and that in cafe his imperial majeAy 
fhould think it proper for them to continue longer in fo defencelcfs a place, it 
then was neceffary for him to order his viceroy of Sicily to fend money,work- 
men, and materials thither forthwith ; that, in order to prevent the Aege 
they were threaten’d with, and whilA they were at work upon the fortiA- 
cations, fome companies of the Sicilian troops fhould be put into the 
place i and that the gallies of that kingdom, with thofe of the order, 
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D’^° EDEs ^ 10U ^ guard the Tea, in order to hinder the infidels from iriaking defetn'ts; 
x^y\j and oppofingthe works they were forced to make for the fccurity of the 
city. 

This embafly had no better fuccefs than the former. For the empe- 
ror, who was afraid left the Turks fhould attempt theconqueftof Sicily, 
but who at the fame time forefaw, that they would never employ their 
forces on that fide, fo long as the knights fhould be matters of Tripoli, 
was well pleas'd to have thofe warriors, at the price of their blood and 
treafure, employ his enemies forces in Africa: So that he fignified to 
the embafladors of the order, by his minifters, that he was defirous that 
the knights, purfuant to the treaty of the feofment of Malta, fhould main- 
tain themfclves in Tripoli; to which he added fpecious promifes of a 
mighty fuccour, in cafe the place Ihould be befieged : but he excufcd him- 
# felf from granting the troops and money demanded of him, bccaufc of the 

prcfllng occafion he himfelf-had for it, in order to be able to oppofe the 
forces of the French and Turks, who both attacked his own dominions, or 
thofe of the king of the Romans his brother, at the fame time,' in Flanders, 
in Italy, and in Hungary. ■ 

The grand bailiff was fcnfibly concern’d to fee the embaffadors return 
without the leaft fuccour, and with having been fed- with nothing but 
empty promifes : however, as he was a man of great courage, though every 
thing was wanting to him, he yet was not wanting in what he owed to 
himfclf, and his order ; fo that he, before he left Tripoli, rcfolvcd to put 
it in a condition, id cafe it ihould be befieged, of holding out till fuch 
time as fuccours could be brought either from Malta or Sicily. To 
effed which, he employed his crew of galley- (laves in finking and widen- 
ing the ditches in feveral places. Thefc rais'd, the walls higher, and ad- 
ded fevcral works of earth to the caftle, in order to keep off all approaches 
to it } at the fame time that he himfelf, and all the knights of his fqua- 
dron and garrifon attended upon the workmen, and gcneroufly employ’d 
themfelves in thofe military labours. But as, after all, fortifications which 
had been fo much rais’d in hafte, could at mod ferve only to protraft 
the lofs of the city for fome days ; the grand bailiff, knowing that the 
emperor was infinitely jealous of his glory, and would therefore make 
extraordinary efforts, to fupport Muley-Hafcen in a kingdom which he 
confidered as his own conqueft, wrote to that Moorifti king, by which he 
prefs’d him to haften his departure and go immediately to the emperors 
court, flattering himfelf that the fuccours which he fhould obtain from 
that prince, would ferve both for the prefervation of Tripoli, and that 
the Turks, when they Ihould fee an army of Charles V. on the coaft 
of Africa, would never run the hazard to form the fiege of Tripoli, fo long 
as it fhould continue there. 

Muley, purfuant to this advice, and his own intereft, prepared to 
fet out for Italy, leaving the government of his kingdom and his capital, 
during his abfence, to a Moor called Mahomet Tcmtes, or the Stam- 
merer ; a renegado of the ifle of Corfica, Caid Fcrrath by name, was to 
command in the caftle : and as the king of Tunis was under continual 
apprehenfions, becaufe of the reftlefs temper of prince Muley Hamida, his 
eldeft fon, he, in order to employ him out of the way, fent him towards 
Cap-bon with fome companies of Arabs, to reduce fome cheques or 
little lords who refuted to pay the tributes which had been laid upon thenu 
Muley, after having fettled this order in his dominions, fet out from 
thence, pafs’d by Golctta, to vifit prince Mahomet his fon, who was there 
in hoftage with fevcral Moors } and, after conferring with Don Francifco 
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de Touar about the occafion of his voyage, left his jewels and moft valua- John 
J blc effe&s in his hands,: . Puttingat the fame time great prefents for the em- D ’^!i? EV 
peror and his minifters on board his fhip t after , which he embarked, and 
whether it were from an oftentatfoq ipfcparablc from royalty, or for his own 
fccurity and defence, in cafe he fhould be attacked by corfairs in his way, 
he took with him aji efcorte offivc bund^ men, who were all either offi- 
cers of wv or courtiers, Who ferved hjm as a guard. Mulfy met with a 
good patfjge, and#rt*ved without any pbftacle in Sicily, from whence he 
went to Naples, 'Where the viceroy received him with great magnificence * 
from thence he difpatched exprefles to defire an interview with the empe- 
ror : but that prince, whofe prefence was immediately ncceflary in Germa- 
ny, on account of fomc difturbances, which the Lutherans had raifed, 
fent orders to the viceroy to confer with the Moorilh prince on the fubjeft 
of his voyage, and after that fend him an account of it. 
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Johh IT T HILST the king of Tunis, and the miniderof Charles V. 

pd m e d e «. % jL / were conferring together about the beft methods that could 

WW be employ’d for theoppofmg Barbarofla, and the other cor- 
fairs } fortune railed an enemy to Muley, whom he had not 
fufHciently guarded againd, an enemy who afterwards dripped him of his 
crown. Prince Hamida, Muley’s elded fon, had a favourite called Maho- 
met, who by Battery, and a fervilc complaifance, the ufual arts of cour- 
tiers, had gained his entire confidence. This favourite had conceal'd in 
the mod fecret recedes of his heart, a mortal hatred, and a violent defire 
of vengeance, againd the king, who had put his. father to death 5 when he 
imagin’d, that that prince's abfence prefented him with a favourable op- 
portunity of gratifying his refentment ; upon which he rais'd fufpicions in 
Hamida’s mind, with regard to the king his father's voyage into achridian 
country, telling him at the fame time, that he had reafon to fear led Mule/ 
fhould, at his death, leave his crown to prince Mahomet his fecond fon * 
that this was perhaps the motive of the conferences, which he had had with 
the governor of Golctta ; that every body knew he had put all his treafures 
into his hands, and that in all probability the foie motive of his vifiting the 
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emperor, was in order to gain his approbation of this dilpofition, and ob- John 
tain from him, as from the fovereign lord, an inveftiture in favour of his 
brother. . Hamida being a young ambitious prince, and burning with the 
defire of reigning, took fire at the difeourfe, and in concert with his favou- 
rite, got it to be whifper'd about in Tunis, that the king his father being 
fallen grievoufly ill at Naples, had before his death defired to be baptized, 
and had accordingly turn'd Chriftian. 

In confidence of thefe reports, of which he himfclf was the fecret au- 
thor, and as if he had been certain of his father's death, he came to Tunis, 
and went to the palace, in order to take poffdfion of it ; but the viceroy, 
who was a refolute and auftcre old man, reproach'd him with his too great 
facility in giving credit to fuch ill news } when after having told him, 
ithat he would give Muley an account of his great eagernefs to fucceed 
him, he obliged him to retire from the capital. Hamida, in confufion at 
the ill fuccefs of his artifice, and uneafy at the confequences with which it 
might be attended, retired to a country houfe, fomc miles diftance from 
Tunis. No fooner was he gone out of the place, but the viceroy, getting 
on board a bark, went to the caftle of Goletta, in order to know from the 
governor of it, what news he had receiv'd from Sicily and Naples •, when, 
being informed that the king his mafter was in perfeft health, he retur- 
ned back with joy to his government. 

But Hamida's favourite made his advantage of this voyage, and fpread 
new reports among the peoples as, that Muley’s death was but too certain j 
that the journey which the viceroy had juft made with fo much hafte 
and precipitation to Goletta, was purely upon that account 5 that 'twas 
well known that his brother Adulzes, and young Ferrath, fon to the go- 
vernor of the caftle of Tunis, were brought up with Mahomet, and were 
with him in hoftage in the fort of Goletta $ that the viceroy had gone 
• thither for no other end, but in order to adjuft with them and the Chri- 
ftian governor, the fureft mcafures for the placing of Mahomet on the 
throne of Tunis ; and that they would infallibly fee an army of Spaniards, 
in a very little time, bring back that young prince to Tunis, and pro- 
claim him fovereign of the kingdom. 

The people, who are always fond of novelty, readily fwallowed thefe 
reports ; to which, every man adding fomething of his own, were there- 
by improved with a great many fabulous circumftances. The partifans of 
Hamida were particularly careful to publifh, that young Mahomet his bro- 
ther, having been brought up among the Chriftians, had fccretly em- 
braced the Chriftian religion, as being the fureft pledge he could give 
the emperor of his fidelity. 

The fear of having a Chriftian for their fovereign, alarmed the whole 
city, when they meet, cabal together, and in fine, fend deputies to Ha- 
mida, to invite him to come to the fuccour of a people who were de- 
jfirous of fetting the crown on his head. They found him walking in 
his gardens, buried in a profound melancholy, detefting the falfe ftep 
which his favourite had made him take ; and in a thorough perfuafion, 
that the king his father, at his return, would never pardon him the fatal 
cagernels which he had difeover'd, to afeend the throne: but the news of 
the commotion of the people removed thefe melancholy apprehenfions, 
and made 'em give way to joy $ upon which, he aftembled his partifans, 
march'd at their head, and favour'd by the people, enters Tunis, furprizes 
the viceroy and the governor of the caftle, gets them murdered, maflacres 
the moft zealous fubjc&s of Muley, feizes on the palace > when the young 
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tyrant begins his authority, by the moft abominable inceft, by fisreme 
the deareft of his father’s wives to his embraces. 

As foon as the king of Tunis heard this difmal news, bcin<* afraid 
left his fon, in order to fupport himfeif on the throne, Ihould ftrengthen 
himfclf with the protection and fuccours of Barbarofla, he refolvcd to 
return immediately into Africa ; when, by the viceroy’s confent, he 
levied 2000 men, which he got together from among the banditti and exiles 
putting an old officer of the country called l’Ofrcdo at their head j after 
which, he embarked and arrived at Goletra, where he had the confirmation 
of the news, together with the various citcumftaoces of Hamida's revolt 
The governor advifed him not to ftir out of the place, till fuch time as 
he fhould have an cxaCt account of the forces of his enemy, and the di£* 
pofitions of his fubjeds : but Muley, poflefled with a notion that his fon 
would never dare to ftand his prefence, and encouraged by l’Ofredo 
who was in hopes of enriching himfclf by the facking of Tunis, advai^ 
ccd forward. That which finally determined him to take fo dangerous 
aftep, efpecially with fo few forces, was, that fome traitors, by the fecret 
orders of Hamida, came to meet him on the road, as fomany faithful fuh- 
jeds, who were come to fight under the banner of their lawful fovcrei<m % 
.telling him alfo, at the fame time, that they had left his fon in a terrible 
confternation at the news of his return, and in great irrcfolution what 
tneafurcs to take 5 that he defigned to retire to the fartheft part of the 
country, and take refuge with fome Arabs, who were his friends. 

Muley, impofed upon by the accounts of thefe traitors, haftened his 
march 5 but, at his drawing near Tunis, he fitft faw fome fquadrons fally 
out, who by their countenances, which difeovered an air of fear, feem'd to 
advance only with a view to reconnoitre his troops. They made however 
lome light skirmifhes; but whilftthis party of rebels was amufing Muley, 

* greater number advanc’d, who began a general engagement. Whoft • 
the troops elofed together and fought a bloody battle, Muley hurried 
on by his courage, and ftill more by his refentment, bravely attack’d 
thofc troops which oppofed him 5 but as he was fighting at the head of 
a fquadron, he received a wound, which his foldiers believing to be mor- 
tal, immediately cool’d their eagernefs and fire. At the fame time a great 
body of foot, compofed of Arabs, whom Hamida had taken into his 
pay, fallied out of the foreft of olives, near Tunis. The Chriftians now 
law themfclves quickly furrounded j fo that notwithftanding their courage 
and refolution, the infidels, who were fuperior in number, cut them to 
pieces. Some of thefe, endeavouring to fly over the lake to Goletta, were 
drowned 5 and the unfortunate Muley, being abandon’d both by the Chri- 
ftians and Moors, was taken prifoner. They carried him immediately to 
his fon; but that traitor, who ha'd yet fome fenfeof fliamc for his crime 
left, would not fee him, but order’d him to be put in irons, and thrown 
into a dungeon ; and the next da/ he fent executioners to him, to offer 
him his choice either of death or blindnefs : when he chufing the latter* 
they immediately thruft a burning lancet into both his eyes. 

This furprizing revolution in a kingdom that lay fo near Tripoli, and 
which was in alliance with the order of St.John, threw the knights into 
a great confternation ; fuch efpccially of them, as faw thcmfelves in Tri- 
poli, at a diftance from Malta, quite furrounded with infidels, and in a city 
that had no fortifications, and which was commanded from feveral places, 
expected every moment to be befieged. Ferdinand dc Bracamont, who 
was governor there, defpairing to be able to defend it, for any time, and 
under pretence that there was no honour to be got in the defence of fo 
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weak a place, ufed great inftances with the grand matter to be recalled, John 
and at laft got leave to quit his government, and had for his fucceffor, 
Chriftopher de Solcrtarfan, the great chancellor, with whofe conduit 
they had afterwards as much reafon to be diflatisficd. 

However, as in a port of fuch importance, there was need of a go- 
vernor of great experience, and equally wife and intrepid} the grand ma- 
tter and council thought proper to recall him, and put in his room the 
commander de la Valctte, a knight of the language of Provence, who from 
the time of his profeflion at Malta, had never ftirred from thence, unlefs 
it were to go a cruifing againft the infidels. He had, in thefe expeditions, 
met fometimes with good, fometimes with ill fortune } but had ever dis- 
cover'd the fame courage and refolution in both, being fometimes victo- 
rious, and fometimes beaten } he had been taken by the infidels, but the 
moment he got out of prifon, had always gone a cruifing again. His 
very name carried terror along with it, in the feas of Africa and Sicily j 
and among the great number of knights who went out a cruifing, the 
infidels had not an enemy whom they dreaded more than they did him. 

He was no fooncr arriv'd at Tripoli, than he made a review of the officers \ 

and loldiers, both Chriftians as well as of fuch Moors as were in alliance 
with the order. All thefe he furnifh'd with good weapons, broke all fuch 
as appear’d to him unfit to bear them, or were convicted of having play’d 
them away for \^ant of money } and punilhed blafphemers Severely. He 
afterwards fent away all ufelefs perfonsout of the town and cattle, ereCted 
a magazine of provifions, added new fortifications to the place, as far as its 
ill fituation, ^nd the little money he had, would allow him } when cau- 
fing ^n exaCt plan to be made of it, and of all the coaft of Africa, he dis- 
patch’d a knight with it to the emperor, to ftiewhimof what importance 
it was for his Italian, and even for his Spanilh territories, to keep Tripoli 
from falling into the hands of the infidels 5 and particularly into thofeof 
Dragut, who was at that time chief of all the corfairs of Barbary, and who 
had Succeeded Barbarotta in that poft, and in his defign of driving the 
knights out of the coafts of Africa. 

D r a g u x, of whom mention is now made, was born in a little village 
ofNatolia, lying over againft the ifle of Rhbdes ; his father and mother 
were Mahometans, both of them poor, who fubfifted by tilling the ground, 
and the labour of their hands ; but this obfeure and painful way of life, 
not Suiting the warm and reftlefs temper of young Dragut, he lifted him- 
felf, when but twelve years of age, under an officer of the artillery, who 
Served on board the grand fignior’s gallies. He was at firft a cabin-boy, 
then a common Sailor, next a pilot, and afterwards, by his patron's inftru- 
Ctions, an excellent gunner, in which quality he Served for feveral years, on 
board of different veffels } when having gain’d Some money, he came to 
be a partner in a brigantine of Corfairs. After this, he foon got a galliot 
to himfclf, and made considerable prizes with it 5 upon which he en- 
creafed his armament, and made himfelf be dreaded over all the Levant. 

There was not one pilot among the infidels who had fo^perfeCt a know- 
ledge of the ittands, the ports, and roads of the Mediterranean, as 
Dragut: but as all who failed in the feas of Turky, at that time, depen- 
ded, in Some meafure on Barbarotta, the grand fignior’s admiral j Dragut 
fought his protection, and went to Algiers to otter him his Service. 

The reputation of this corfair had reached there before him } and Bar- 
baroffa had been well informed of his valour, and particularly of his 
capacity in the ftecring of veffels } for which reafon he was glad to 
engage a man of fo much merit in his fcrvice. He employ'd him 
V o l. II. Cc for 
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D*Jmedb 5 ^ of ^ cvera ^ years on various expeditions, in which he acquitted himfelf to his 
\SY\J general’s fatisfa&ion, and with extraordinary fuccefs. Barbarofla after ha- 
ving made him pafs through all the degrees of fervice, made him his lieu- 
tenant, and gave him the command of a fquadron of twelve gallies. 

After that time, there never patted a fummer, but this terrible cor- 
fair ravaged the coafts of Naples and Sicily ; no Chriftian Chip durft venture 
to go over from Italy to Spain, but it was immediately fnapp’d up ; and 
when the fea did not furnifh him with prizes, he made himfelf ample a- 
mends by defeenrs upon the coatts, when he plundered the towns and vil- 
lages, and carried off the inhabitants into (lavery. 

The emperor, tired with the complaints which he received from all 
quarters concerning Dragut, ordered Andrew Doria his admiral to go in 
queft of him, find him out, and, coft what it would, to flop his progrefs, 
and clear the fea of him. Doria, upon receipt of the emperors orders, 
immediately fitted out all the vettels and gallics he could meet with, that 
were in a condition to bear the fea j and as that old general was fatiated 
with glory, he, in order to put his nephew Jannetin Doria in a fair way 
of acquiring his (hare of it, left the expedition to him. Hereupon young 
Doria fet fail immediately, fought for Dragut, and was at laft lucky c- 
nough to meet with him along the coaft of the ifle of Corlica, in the port 
or road of Giralatta, a cattle feated between Calvi and Layazzo. The cot- 
fair, who knew nothing of the emperor’s fleet being at fea, thought him- 
felf fafe in that creek ; but he foon found himfelf (hut up in it, and the 
cannon both of the cattle and of the artillery of the vettels continually an- 
noying him : He at firtt defended himfelf with his ufual courage, but the 
fuperior fire of the Chrittians overpower'd his, and he faw likewife at the 
fame time all the coaft of the ifiand lined with the inhabitants in arms, a 
fierce people, who ran to contribute to his defeat, in order to be revenged 
on the corfair, who had often ravaged their villages. 

I N this extremity, Dragut had no other reffourcc than to put up the white 
flag, when he defired to enter into a negotiation, and demanded terms in 
quality of a prifoner of war. But all the compofition he could get, was 
to redeem his life at the price of his liberty s fo that he was obliged to fur- 
render himfelf to the Chriftian general, together with all the gallies he 
had under his command : Upon which, they brought him, together with 
his officers, on board the admiral galley to young Doria, who as yet had 
not a beard. The old corfair, tranfported with rage, cried out, “ Muft 
u I, at my age, fee myfelf become a (lave to a little fmock-faced boy ? ” 
The hiftorians of that age relate, that he made ufe of a term that was much 
more offenfive, and which modefty forbids me to repeat •, and that Janne* 
tin, provok'd with fo outrageous an affront, (truck him more than once on 
the face, and ordered him to be chained. 

Dragut remained a Have for four years together, and though they 
offered any terms for his ranfom, they yet could never prevail to have his 
liberty reftor’d. But the Genoefc being afterwards alarmed to fee the fa- 
mous Barbarofla with an hundred gallies in the river of Genoa, demanded 
Dragut from Doria, when, to prevent their territory from being ravaged, 
they fent him back with prefents to the fultan’s admiral. 

B a rb aross a reftor’d him immediately to his former poft, and gave 
him, as ufual, a detachment of his gallies. The ill treatment he had re- 
ceived whilft he was a Have, had encreafed his natural hatred to the Chri- 
ftians j whereupon he over-ran all the coatts of the kingdom of Naples, 
took and facked Caftel-Lamara, and moil of the villages of the coaft } made 
a great number of flares, and a few days afterwards took a galley of the or- 
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der, that had been feparated from the fquadron in a ftorm, on board of D , J 0HM , 
which he found feventy thoufand crowns, that were defigned for the forti- 
fications of Tripoli » an irreparable lofs with refped to that place, as 
well as to thofc to whom it belonged. Barbarofla was now returned tq 
Conftantinople, where, notwithftanding his being upwards of eighty 
years of age, he neverthelefs pafled his days and nights with the faireft of his 
flaves ; but happening to carry his debauch too far, he was found dead in 
his bed. 

Solyman was fenfibly concerned at this lofs, and to have his place 
fill’d up, ordered all the cor fairs of his dominions to fubmit to Dragut, in 
quality of* their general ; but at the fame time without honouring him 
with the dignity of admiral, notfrithftandiqg which, he entrufted him with 
all the Authority he had in the Southern parts, and on the coaft of A- 
frica. 

The ambition of Dragut grew up with his power, fo that he rcfolv’d, 
in imitation of Barbarofla, to feize on fome ftrong place and good port, 
into which, he, by virtue of Solyman’s confent and protection, might 
bring in his prizes, and make it a kind of petty fiate and principality for 
himfelf 5 when he, big with thefe views, and even before the orders of the 
port had determined in what manner the campaign Ihould be carry’d on, got 
together, during winter, all the corfairs that were in thofe fcas, and putting 
himfelf at their head, drove the Spaniards immediately out of the towns of 
Sufa, Monefter, and Fagues, all of then} places that had formerly belonged 
to the kingdom of Tunis 5 but which being open, and without any forti- 
fication, received indifferently into their ports, the flrongeft fide, whichr 
foever it might be, that happen’d to be m after of the fea : So that they haft 
pafled feveral times fucceflively from the dominion of the Moors, and na- 
tural princes of the country, to that of the Turkifh corfairs, and after- 
wards fell under the dominion of the Spaniards. 

Dragut made himfelf mafterofthem with the fame facility, but as 
he fo^efaw that it would be impofiihle for him to maintain himfelf in 
them, againft all the united forces of the emperor, and that as foon as 
fpring fhould be come, he ihould infallibly be befieged by the gallies of 
Naples and Sicily, he caft his eyes on the town of Africa, otherwife called 
Mehedia, and known in the time of the Romans by the name of Adrume- 
turo. This city, which lies between Tunis and Tripoli, was built upon a 
narrow flip of land jutting out into the fea ; they called it little Africa, as 
being one of themoft confiderable places in that third part of our continent : 

It was regularly fortified, its walls were very high, ftrengthened moreover 
with ramparts on the infide, and of an extraordinary thicknefs, and pro- 
vided with towers and bulwarks; there was a large train of artillery in it, 
all in good order. There was alfo above the town, and on an eminence 
that commanded it, a fort or kind of caftlp, which ferved for a citadel. 

The harbour was large, fafe, and (helrered from all winds : There was al- 
fo another that was fmaller, and particular for the gallics, which they fhut 
up with iron rails ; the waves of the fea waflipd the walls of the place, and 
encompaffed it on all fidcs, except only in one part, where ft joined to the 
main land. 

The inhabitants, who were all Moors and Mahometans, had, after 
their revolting from the dominion of the kings of Tunis, their natural 
princes, form'd a commonwealth among themfelves $ and for fear of be- 
ing furprized, or of any attempt that fhould be made upon their liberty, 
would not admit either Turks or Chriftians into their city ; and whenever, 
from a neceflity of trading, they allowed of any foreign veffcls coming in- 
to 
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Jp"*' to their harbour, they never fuffer’d but a few to come in at a time, and 
that too with fuch precautions, as fecured them from being furprized. 

This place, fuch as we have reprefented it, became the objeft of Dra- 
gut’s ambitious wifiies : But as he had not forces fufficient to attack it by 
open force, and that he was not certain, whether the grand fignior might 
' approve of his employing his arms in that enterprize, he refolved to fupply 
with artifice what he wanted in ftrength, and endeavour to take it by fomc 
intelligence, which he might gain within the place ; being perfuaded that 
princes very fcldom difavow, even the moft unjuft enterprizes, when 
the fucceeding in them turns to their advantage : For which end, and in 
order the better to reconnoitre the place, he fometimes put into the port, 
with a light brigantine, or galliot only, and Oblig’d his foldiers to obferve 
a certain complacency and decorum, that is rarely found among corfairs ; 
after which, he infenfibly contra&ed an acquaintance with one of the 
principal magiftrates, Ibrahim-Barat by name, who commanded one of 
the principal towers that flanked the walls of the town. Dragut cultiva- 
ted this new friendlhip with prefents, confifting of the moft curious and 
valuable things he could meet with in his prizes ; which indeed is the on- 
ly method to gain the confidence of fuch Barbarians, and even too fre- 
quently that of Chriftians. He next began to infinuate to him, that he 
would freely admit him as a partner in all thofc prizes, which he daily 
made, making him fenfible of the immenfe profit that would accrue to 
him from fuch a partnerfhip : But at the fame time he obferv’d to him, 
that in order to make this union ftrongcr, and their partnerftiip more du- 
rable, it were to be wiftied that he could be admitted into the city in qua- 
lity of a citizen. The Moor, tempted by the hopes of gain, undertook 
to make the propofal to the council ; but as it was a corfair who made the 
propofal, it was rejected by all the magiftrates, and Ibrahim was fevercly 
reprimanded, for having been the firft who had ever offered fuch a propo- 
ial. The Moor, full of trouble and vexation to fee himfclf refufed, went 
to greater lengths than perhaps he at firft thought to go : Dragut thinking 
him capable of attempting any thing to be revenged, and in order to make 
his advantage of the heat of his refentmenr, made a propofal to him that he 
fhould receive him into the tower of the city which he commanded ; and of- 
fering him confiderable fums, he brought him to accept of it. The covetous 
Moor, unable to refift the temptation, entered entirely into Dragut’s mca- 
fures ; after which, their bargain was foon concluded, when they agreed that 
the corfair fhould go away immediately j that, in order to wipe off the re- 
membrance of his defigns, and difperfe the jealoufy, which the magiftrates 
might entertain on that account, he fhould difappear for fome time } that 
he fhould afterwards take all the troops which he had in Sufa and Monefter, 
and make them draw off as openly as pofliblc towards Africa ; that he him- 
felf fhould come in the night to the foot of the tower, at an hour affigned 
him by the prior, who by the poll he commanded would facilitate his en- 
try into the city. This traitorous plot was put in execution before the in- 
habitants had the leaft notion of it 5 for Dragut was let into the tower in 
the dark, from whence he entered into, and feized the principal pofts of 
the city, when the day fhewed the citizens their misfortune. They all 
however ran to arms, and encounter'd the enemy ; but as every thing was 
full of trouble and confufion, they fought with more impetuofity than con- 
duct. The corfairs cut part of them to pieces, and obliged the reft to 
throw down their arms, and fubmit to acknowledge a "man for their 
matter and fovereign, whom they had refufed to admit in quality of a ci- 
tizen. He afterwards brought frefh troops into the place, which infpired 
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a dread of his authority, and was of ufe in fupporting it} when having John 
eftabliihed his new dominion on fuch folid foundations, he put the go- 
vernment of the city into the hands of a young corfair his nephew, rais 
or captain Efle by name. 

He afterwards, purfuant to the orders of the port, fet fail from Africa, 

, in order to continue his cruifings againft the Chriftians ; but before he em- 
barked, left orders with his nephew, to make away with the Moot, who 
had let him into the place, during his abfence 5 for fear left a repentance 
of having betrayed his country, or the hope of a larger recompence, might 
engage him in a new treachery. The governor did not fail to execute his 
./ orders immediately after his departure, and Ibrahim received the reward, 
which his treachery fo juftly merited. 

The news of the taking of Africa alarmed all the coafts of Sicily, and 
gave the emperor great uneafinels. This prince faw plainly that the cor- 
fair was going to make it the feat of his arms ; that its port would ferve 
him for the future as a retreat for his veflels, and that from thence he might 
eafily infeft all thofe feas, and make a terrible havock over all the coafts of 
Naples and Sicily 5 to prevent which, he refolved to befiege that city, be- 
fore his dominion Ihould be better fettled in it : But before he engaged in 
fo difficult an enterprize, his council was of opinion that it would be pro- 
per to recover Sufa, Monefter, and the other places in the neighbourhood, 
from whence the corfairs might draw fuccours. 

Dor 1 a, purfuant to his orders, put to fea, with the fleet under his 
command, being reinforced with the pope’s gallies ; and the grand mafter, 
at the emperor's requeft, fent thofe of Malta upon this expedition, under 
the command of the bailiff de la Sangle. There were in this fquadron an 
hundred and forty knights, and a battalion of four hundred men of the 
troops in the fervice of the order 5 when all the fe forces being joined, the 
Chriftian fleet fet fail, flood away for the coaft of Africa, and upon advice 
which Doria received, that Dragut was in the port of Monefter, he went 
thither to meet with him : But the corfair was too cunning, as well as 
too diffident, to fhut himfelf up in fo weak a place, and therefore failed 
out, and put to fea; when having certain notice that Doria had not 
troops enough on board his fleet to form the fiege of Africa, he, either in 
order to avoid coming up with him, or elfe to make a diverfion, till fuch 
time as he might be fatisfied of his defigns, over-ranthe coaft of Spain, where 
he continued his ufual ravages. 

.Doria on his fide, purfuant to the emperor’s orders, landed his fmall 
body of troops at Cap-bon, and feized on the fort of Calibia, the old Clu- 
pea of the Romans, from whence he advanced up to the gates of Monefter : 

At the approach of the Chriftian troops, which did not appear to be very 
numerous; the Turks, together with the inhabitants that had taken arms 
in their favour, made a Tally, not fo much with any defign of fighting, as 
to reconnoitre the forces of the enemy. But the knights, who had the 
van, and were fuftained by a Spanifh regiment, fparing them the trouble of 
coming up to them, advanced a great pace, came up with them, forced 
the Moors againft their wills to come to an engagement, killed a great num- 
ber of them, put the reft to flight, and purfued them fo dofe, that they got in- 
to the city along with them, and by that means made thcmfelves mafters 
of it ; part of the inhabitants, who had not been concerned in the fally, 
together with fuch Turks as had efcaped the firft fury of the vittorious, 
took refuge with the governor in the caftle. Doria fummoned the com- 
mander to furrender, and upon his rcfufal planted his batteries; the ar- 
tillery plaid upon the fort : the Chriftian admiral fancied himfelf difho- 
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John noured by attacking fuch an inconfiderable place, according to the ordi- 
nary rill cs made ufe of on thofe occafions 5 and therefore as foon as a breach 
was made, he, without examining whether it was large enough, ordered 
them to prepare for the aflault. The inhabitants would willingly have ca- 
pitulated, but the governor, an old corfair, who had a good number of 
his bro ther pirates with him, ftoutly reje&ed the propofal. His boldncfs, 
and D'oria's precipitation, caus’d both the attack and the defence to be 
equal! y warm and bloody ; the order loft a great part of his knights in it, 
and the battle had lafted for above an hour and half, before a judgment 
could, be made of its fuccefs : but the governor having been killed upon 
the brreach with a musket-ball, that blow, as if all the foldiers of the garrifon 
had been knocked down with it, quite damp’d their courage, and they of- 
fered to capitulate. The corfairs, to fave their lives, confented to lofe 
their liberty $ and the inhabitants, who, out of zeal for their religion, had 
taken arms in their favour, did not meet with better treatment. 

The emperor taking this firft advantage for a good omen, ordered Do- 
ria to dilpofe every thing for the liege of Africa, and lignifled to him that 
the viceroys of Naples and Sicily had orders to furnifh him all the fuc- 
cours of troops and ammunition, he might have occalion for. Upon this, 
the admiral wrote immediately to Don Pedro de Toledo, viceroy of Na- 
ples, and to Don Juan deVega, who commanded in Sicily, to fend him 
with all imaginable expedition what gallies and (hips they had, with a 
quantity of ammunition and provifions, and a body of land-forces on 
board. During his waiting for their coming up, to prevent any troops 
from entering into Africa, he pofted himfelf at the illands called Cu- 
milieres or Coniglieres, which lie nearer that place than Moncftcr, though 
the latter was but at three miles diftance : the viceroy of Naples fent him 
word that he was getting ready a ftrong reinforcement, which Ihould be 
commanded by Don Garcia his fon 5 the viceroy of Sicily gave him the like 
afturances, and. added, that as the people of his government, by their luna- 
tion nearer Africa, were moreftrongly bound in point of intereft to drive 
the corfairs out of that place, he therefore deligncd to head his troops in 
perfon ; but as the fuccours he was preparing, were not yet got ready, and 
that Dragut was fcouring the feas withicveral fquadrons, in order to fur- 
prize the Chriftian veflels, and ruin the enterprize j the viceroy, for his fecu- 
ri.ty, infilled that the admiral Ihould fix the general rendezvous of all the 
Chriftian fleet at Drepano in Sicily : to which he added, that he was rcfolved 
to go thither himfelf with all his (hips and gallies, when, after their fqua- 
drons Ihould be joined, and that all the emperor’s fea-forces united in one 
body, they then might go in concert, without the leaft interruption to 
form the liege of Africa. 

The admiral, who from the Cumilicres illands kept the port of that 
place in a manner blocked up, forefaw very well, that if he Ihould quit 
his poft, Dragut would not fail to make ufe of the opportunity, and throw 
in fuccours 3 but as he had received private orders, to do nothing in the 
carrying on of the liege, without the advice of Don Juan de Vega, who 
was an old officer and an excellent general, Doria was forced to go to him 
t to Palermo, from whence they went together to Drepano, at which place 
the gallies and troops of Naples and Malta were already arrived. 

The Neapolitan fuccours conlifted of twenty-four gallics and feveral 
l ’cffels with land-forces on board. Don Garcia dc Toledo, as has been al- 
t eady obferv’d, commanded this ftrong fquadron 3 and as Doria feldom 
quitted the fea, that young lord flattered himfelf with the hopes of carry- 
in, g on the liege himfelf, and of having all the honour that would accrue 
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from thence 5 but heating that the viceroy of Sicily had declared his refo- John 
lution of going thither in perfon, he was fo vex’d to fee himfelf balked 
of the glory he had hoped to gain by that means, that he re-imbarked, as 
if he intended to go away, and feparate from the reft of the army * but in 
order to cover his difeontent with fame fpeciouspretence, he told Doria, 
that as the viceroy his father had received orders from the emperor, to put 
all his gallics to fea, in order to go in fearch of Dragut, and fight him, 
he could not difpenfe with his inftru&ions. 

Doria faw with grief, that this divifion between the chiefs, arifing 
from a jealoufy for the command, wouldmakethe enterprize mifearry 5 and 
that Don Garcia, though a young officer, yet being independent on the 
viceroy of Sicily, was for making his advantage of the great occafion they 
bad, for the body under his command. He did all that lay in his power 
to keep him with them, and prevent his going off j and they made a kind 
of negotiation of that affair ; the bailiff de la Sangle, commander of the 
gallies of Malta, had the management of it by Doria's order: that judi- 
cious knight carried meffages between both parties ; but Don Garcia, what 
propofals foever they might make him, would not abate a tittle of his 
preteniions : He maintained, that as he commanded a fleet and a body of 
troops in chief, nothing could oblige him to ferve as a fubaltern without 
exprefs orders from the emperor to that purpofe : that indeed he was fen- 
fible of the refped that would be due to the emperor’s flag, and to his 
great admiral, fo long as he Ihould be out at fea but that when they 
fhould be a-lhore, and efpecially in a foreign country, he would never 
fuhmit to receive orders from a general, who had no right to claim any 
authority over the Neapolitan troops. This difpute was very warm, and 
lafted feveral days, when at laft the bailiff" de la Sangle, who was of a re- 
conciling temper, brought them to agree to the following refolutions ; 
viz. that they fhould both have an equal authority a-fliore j that each 
fhould command the troops, which he had brought with him to the fiege ; 
that the council of war fhould regulate and determine the attacks, by the 
plurality of voices i and that orders fhould be given in the emperor’s 
name, in the fame manner as if he commanded in perfon at the fiege. 

Thefe difputes being happily over, the whole fleet fet fail, flood away for 
Africa, when they landed the troops on the eaft fide of the place, on the 
twenty-fixth of June. 1550. 

Dragut, during Doria’s voyage into Sicily and Drepano, had not 
fail’d, as that experienced admiral had forefeen, to throw a ftrong re- 
inforcement into the place ; he had put fome of his beft officers into it, 
with fupplics of provifions and ammunition ; and at the fame time put 
out to fea, in order to intercept the convoys that fhould be fent to the 
Chriftian army. The governor of Goletta, who was an officer of great 
reputation and diftinguifhed valour, came by the emperor's exprefs orders 
to the fiege $ and the grand mafter of Malta, knowing the lofs which 
the order had fuftained at the affault of the caftle of Moneftcr, fent a new 
recruit of knights, to fupply the place of fuch as had been kill’d. 

After the generals had landed their troops, their ammunition and 
artillery, they opened the trenches, they raifed batteries, and the artillery 
began to fire upon the place. When the magiftrates and principal inhabi- 
tants, who were all rich merchants, faw a formidable army before their 
wails, they detefted the piracies of Dragut, which had drawn that war up- 
on them, and they : began to talk openly of treating with the Chriftians j 
but Rais Effe, who was Dragut’s nephew, and governor of the place, be- 
ing a refolute foldicr, threaten’d that if they merition’d fo much as a fingle 
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Johm word about capitulating, he would ftab them all one after another, and 
afterwards fet fire to the city 5 when upbraiding them with their cow- 
ardice, he asked them in a fofter tone, whether in cafe of their furrendring 
themfelves to the Chriftians, they could be fo filly as to believe, that their 
mortal enemies, when once become their mailers, would leave them in the 
exercifc of their religion, and the enjoyment of their eftates 5 adding, that 
they ought to confider, that in this war every thing that was dear to man 
lay at Hake ; they having their lives, their liberties, their religion, their 
wives, and their children to defend. At the fame time, he, in order to 
encourage them, reprefented to them the ftrength of the place, the nu- 
merous artillery, the arms and ammunition that were in it ; telling them 
further, that he had 1700 foot and 600 horfc under his command, all 
which his uncle had chofen from among his belt troops, who, like him- 
felf, had taken a refolution to bury themfelves in the ruins of the place, 
rather than furrender it to the Chrillians. The magiftrates, intimidated 
rather by his menaces, than encourag’d by his promifes, prepared, tho* 
again!! their wills, to fuftain a fiege, which it was not in their power to 
prevent : But the populace, who were furious with zeal, and fo much 
the more jealous of their religion as they knew but very little of it, made 
no other anfwer to the governor’s difeourfe, than by venting imprecations 
again!! the Chriftians. They all ftrove to out-vie each other in their ex- 
hortations to die for the fake of their religion j and prejudice and obftinacy 
fupplied the place of refolution and courage. 

The governor, in order to confirm them in thefe fentiments, and to 
give them a proof that he was not afraid of the Chriftians, ordered his ca- 
valry to Tally out with three hundred arquebufvers, who advanced to a ri- 
ling ground near adjoining, whence they fired upon the emperor's camp 
with their muskets and fomc field-pieces. Don Garcia, whofe quarter lay 
near to it, marched immediately with part of his troops, in order to dif- 
lodge them from that port. The skirmifti was warm and obftinate, as in- 
deed generally happens in the fir!! combats, by the fuccefs of which, men 
often judge before-hand, of the fate of the whole enterprize. The go- 
vernor, in order to fuftain his men, fent out fix hundred Moors armed 
with muskets to their fuccour, who made a furious difeharge, which 
made a terrible havock among the Neapolitans. Altho’ the viceroy of Si- 
cily might not perhaps be forry to fee Don Garcia beaten and repulled, yet 
the emperor’s fervice, and the intereft of the common caufe, made him 
urge the knights to advance to the fuccour of the Neapolitans } upon 
which, the bailiff de la Sangle, who commanded the battalion of Malta, 
marched out immediately, came up with the Moors, charged them fword 
in hand 5 when thofe infidels, who were very unfit to ftand their ground 
in battle, broke away in a moment. The infantry got back to the gates 
of the town, which were ftiut after them ; and the cavalry diiperfing them- 
felves in the plain, and as fall as their horfes could gallop, threw them- 
felves into a fore!! of olives, where they immediately difappeared. 

The cannon had begun with battering the fauflebraye, and the pan- 
nel of the wall which ran crofs the flip of land before-mentioned } when 
the breach appearing to be pra&icable, they fent fome officers to recon- 
noitre it. Thefe at their return declar'd, that behind the breach they had 
difeovered deep intrenchments, which were well flanked, the bottom of 
which was ftuck full of iron fpikes, for which reafon they would infallibly 
lofe all the troops they fhould fend upon the attack : But the viceroy of 
Sicily, fufpefting that fear might have a confiderablc (hare in this report, 
or at lea!! that it was greatly exaggerated, prevailed upon them to come to 
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a refolution of making an aflfault on the Friday following; during which John 
interval, they redoubled the battery, in order to widen the breach. On 
Friday, two hours before day-break, the viceroy, who was for having all 
the honour of the enterprize to himfelf, notwithftanding the undifputed 
right which the knights had, of being at the head of all attacks, advanc’d 
with his own troops to the foot of the wall. 

The Sicilians found the breach of the fauflebraye lined with enemies, 
who made a terrible fire, and killed a great number of the Chriftians. 

But the aflailants, without the leaft fear, and perhaps without knowing 
all the danger, got to the top of the breach, when the braveft of them 
threw ithemfelves defperately into the ditch, which was between the 
fauflebraye and the fort. But they were all killed upon the fpot, except 
one man only, whom the infidels fpared, and took prifoner, purpofely to 
get fome light into the defignsof the Chriftians. Other troops advanc'd to 
luftain this firft body, but without meeting any better fuccefs ; for they met 
every where with deep cuts and intrenchments lying one above another, 
from whence they were galled continually with cannon and musket-ball, 
that flew as thick as hail. The fire of the befieged demolilhed every 
thing that dared fo much as to appear : This aflault coft the generals 
the braveft of their foldiers, who, in order to prevent their lofing any 
more, ordered a retreat to be founded. The officers as well as fol- 
diers, diftiearten’d at fo dangerous an attack, threw themfclves with pre- 
cipitation into their trenches. This ill fuccefs ftruck a great damp on 
the ardour of the befiegers : If the difeontented and dejetted foldiery did 
not dare to fpeak of railing the liege, they neverthclefs faw plain e- 
nough, that it would fpin out to a great length : what made the cala- 
mity ftill greater, was, their provilions began to fail; and contagious 
diftempers, contracted from fatigue and unwholefome food, attacked both 
officers and common foldiers. 

The bailiff de la Sangle, who reckoned hofpitality to be his chief 
duty, eredted a kind of hofpital and infirmary in his tents, where he 
took great care to have the lick foldiers well looked after. The knights, 
in obedience to his orders, and in imitation of his example, attended on 
them in their turns t fo that now all the army admir’d their charity, as 
much as they had done their courage. Dragut, who was ever attentive 
to the defence of a place, that was of fuch importance to him, endea- 
voured to throw fuccours into it ; whereupon he landed eight hundred 
of his men, and getting together three thoufand Moors, all of them 
good arquebuliers, whom he had levied with his money, he lay fnug 
with them in the foreft of olives near Africa, to which place the Chri- 
ftians ufed to come for their fafeines. His defign was to have attack’d 
the lines on St. James’s day, who being the patron of Spain, he for 
that realon hoped to find the foldiers either drunk, or in diforder and* 
abfent from their colours ; and in order to facilitate the getting in of 
the fuccours, he had given the governor notice to make a fally at the 
fame time with all his garrifon : But chance was the occafion of his 
ambufeade's being dilcovered, and brought on an engagement fooner 
than he intended ; for the viceroy of Sicily, going into the foreft with . 
the bailiff dc la Sangle, the governor of Goletta, and a great efcorte of 
knights, to order the cutting of fafeines, Dragut, who lay concealed 
there, fuffering them to come near him, rofe up fuddenly with his men, 
gave them a terrible fire, and fell in immediately upon the knights with 
their drawn fabres. The bailiff, notwithftanding his being furprized by 
the enemy, foon put his men in order, they being all old warriors, who « 
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John knew very well how to fall into it of themfelves, fo that the battalion 
formed itfclf without any manner of difficulty j after which, there fol- 
low'd no fmall skirmifh, but rather an obftinate engagement, and they 
fought for a long time together with various fuccefs. The Turks and 
Moors by their frequent firing killed a great number of Chriftians, a- 
mong which, the lofs of Lewis Peres de Vargas governor of (joletta, and 
feveral of the braveft knights, were particularly regretted. The viceroy 
met with fome difficulty in drawing his troops out of the fared, and 
recovering the plain : Dragut purfued him for fome time, and made feve- 
ral charges ; but finding dill the fame men, and a body of warriors, which, 
tho' fmall in number, did yet difeover the mod intrepid air, making 
head againft him, he drew off his troops j and the Moors knowing the 
country, threw themfelves into the foreft again, difperfed as ufual, and 
did not rally, till fuch time as they came near Fagucs, which was their 
rendezvous. 

A t the viceroy’s return, the generals held a council of war, when 
by their orders and directions all the batteries continued firing with the 
fame fury •, befides which, they alfo raifed fome new ones. But the 
walls were fo thick, and fo well ftrengthen'd with ramparts, that the 
cannon did no more than graze upon them as it were $ and the breaches 
feemed fo fmall, and were covered with intrenchments that were fo 
well fortified, that they durft not hazard a fecond affault. They even be- 
gan to fear that they fhould be obliged to raife the liege ; but Don Gar- 
cia, who was full of fire, always in aftion, whofe thoughts were entirely 
bent on the fuccefs of the enterprize, formed a defign which gained 
him the principal honour of it. He had learn’d from lome deferters, 
that a part of the wall, which the fca wafhed, was weaker than the reft, 
and even negle&ed by the befieged, who did not think that great vcfiels 
could come near it, by reafon of the banks of fand, which the waves 
had drove on that fide. Don Garcia, after having communicated his 
project to the admiral and to the council, took the hulks of two old 
gallics, that drew but little water; bound them faft to one another, and 
railed a battery upon them with parapets and port-holes. This machine 
was in a dark night tow'd by fome skiffs and great boats, and brought 
over againft the place, where he intended to make a breach ; and he 
made the two gallies faft with four anchors, two of which were towards 
the land and the wall, and the other two towards the main fea. 

They began at day-break to batter the pannel of the wall, that lay 
oppofite to this plat form ; and the cannon fired with fo much fury, that 
a great part of the wall was beat down in a little time : a reasonable 
breach, in the opinion of the engineers, was foon made $ fo that the ge- 
nerals refolved to try an aflault. The knights bf Malta, purfuant to 
cuftom, and the privilege of that illuftrious body, had the poft of ho- 
nour affign'd them, and advanc’d firft to the ftorm. The bailiff de la 
Sangle regulated their march, and the order of the attack : he ordered 
that the commander de Giou, fupportedby two files of the oldeft knights, 
fhould carry the ftandard of the order at their head. The chevalier de 
Guimcran, and in cafe he fhould be killed, the chevalier Copier was to 
fuftain this firft body with all the young knights, and feveral volunteers 
of different nations, who had deiired to fight under the banner of St. 
]ohn. They put in their rear four companies of the Maltefe foldiers, each 
of them commanded by officers of the order ; and the bailiff, with fome 
ok. knights, which he kept about him, was to clofethe march, in order 
*to go afterwards to fuch places as fhould have the moft need of his pre- 
fence and affiftance. The 
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The viceroy of Sicily with his own troops, and Don Garcia with J 0HM 
thole of Naples, in order to make a diverfion, undertook rcfpe&ively to 
snake other attacks $ and thefe two generals, from an emulation of glo- 
ry $ and to have each of them the honour, of firft planting his ftandard 
on the top of the breach, promifed their foldiers extraordinary rewards. 

The knights, who had no need of fuch felf-intcrcfted motives, the mo- 
ment a cannon-fhot had given the fignal for an attack, got into skiffs, 
and light fhallops, which drew but little water ; notwithstanding which, 
moft of thefe brave knights feeing themfelves ftop'd every moment by 
the banks of fand, leap’d into the fea with their fwords drawn, and 
marching up to the middle, and often up to the fhoulders, in water, 
they at laft got to the foot of the wall. The infidels appeared upon the 
higheft part of the breach, and in order to keep the Chriftians from ap- 
proaching it, plied them at the fame time with their great and fmall 
fhot, with arrows, hones, fire- pots, and boiling oil, making a weapon of 
every thing that lay next to their hands. However the knights, not 
daunted at the number of their dead, furmounted all thefe obftacles, 
and forced their way to the top of the breach by the fide of a tower that 
join'd to the corner of the wall. The commander de Giou immediate- 
ly fet up the ftandard of the order $ but he was the fame moment ftruck 
backwards by a musket-ball : The ftandard was taken up by the commander 
Copier, who held it aloft during the whole battle, in the midft of all 
the fire, and the fhowers of crofs-bow-fhot. In the mean time the can- 
non which play’d upon them from the adjoining tower, and the fire of 
the musketeers from the intrenchmcnts, made dreadful havock among 
the knights, who were unable either to advance forward themfelves, or 
force the infidels to retire back. A great number of knights, and no- 
ble volunteers, who fought under their banner, and moft of the Mal- 
tefe foldiers loft their lives on this occafion : The commander de Gui- 
meran, who was at the head of the attack, was infinitely concerned to 
fee his brother knights kill’d by his fide 5 yet could he not refolve with 
himfelf to abandon his poft. When, happily for him, as he was turning 
his eyes on all fides, he difeovered on the left hand, thro’ the ruins, a 
little path that led to the body of the place s others pretend that it was 
the ruins of a gallery of communication : Be that as it will, the com- 
mander, at the head of his companions, makes an effort, repulfes every 
thing that he meets with in his way, opens himfelf a paffage, rufhes into 
the gallery, which was all gone to ruin, except the beams and fome 
joyfts, when marching over them with as much refolution as he would 
have done over a ftone bridge, he makes his way into the city. 

A t this noife, the inhabitants run up and down, and alarm'd by the 
cries of their wives and children, barricado themfelves in the ftreets, get 
into the houfes, from whence they make a terrible fire. Here the 
knights found themfelves flopp'd again, and oblig'd in a manner to make 
as many fieges as there were intrenchments in every quarter. But 
whilftthey were thus fighting, the Turks and Moors who were oppofing 
the Neapolitans and Sicilians, hearing that the Maltefe were got within 
the place, abandon’d the defence of it, to run to the fuccour of their houfes 
and families. Upon which, the Chriftians immediately fpread themfelves 
over the city, and made them fenfible, that every man's maintaining 
himfelf in his refpe&ive poft, would have been the only way for them to 
have preferv’d their particular fortunes. The poor inhabitants, after ha- 
ving made a pretty weak refiftance in fome quarters, feeing the enemy 
matter of the place, fly for their lives. Some make the; beft of their way 
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John to the plain and the fored ; others get into boats. Some out of delpair 
threw themfelves headlong into the fea, and Dragut's foldiers, who were 
more afraid of his reproaches than of death it fclf, went to feck it on the 
point of the Chriftians fwords : notone of them would call for quarter, 
fo that they all made themfelves be kill’d to a man. They met with 
a conftdcrable booty in this place ; for befidcs 7000 (laves of every age 
and fex, the foldiers found the city filled with magazines of very rich 
merchandize, and plenty of gold, filver, and precious (tones in the houfes 
of the principal inhabitants. 

B u t the licheft booty was the place it felf, which at that time was the 
flronged on the coaft of Africa. The Viceroy of Sicily, who had no 
longer occafion for the fuccours of the Neapolitans, openly claim'd 
all the honour of taking it ; put his fon in it as governor, leaving at 
the fame time a garrifon confiding of fix companies of foot. After 
which the breaches were carefully repair’d, the ditches clean'd * when 
having purified and confecrated the principal mofque, they interred in it 
all the knights, and principal officers who had been killed in the fiege* 
The emperor having been afterwards obliged to abandon this place, their 
afhes were tranfported to Sicily in two didinft cheds, which were depofi- 
ted in the cathedral church of Montreal ; and by the viceroy’s order, they 
eretted a datcly monument to their memory, on which the following 
epitaph was engraved. 

'Death has been able to put an end to the lives of thofe whofe 
afhes reft under this marble ; but the remembrance of their great valour 
fhall never die. The faith of thefe heroes has given them a place in 
heaven , and their courage has fill’d the earth with their glory , fo that 
the blood which flow'd from their wounds , has , inftead of a tranfitory life , 
procured them two lives that are immortal. 

Dragut enraged at the lofs of the town of Africa, of his treafures 
and his daves which were lodged there, aferibed it chiefly to the knights 
of Malta : and accordingly made his complaints of it to the grand feig- 
nior ; his agent at the port reprefented both to that prince and to the 
divan, that the emperor, by this conquefl, had one of the principal keys of 
^Africa in his power ; that he was mader of the fortrefs of Goletta, and 
of mod of the places that depended on the kingdom of Tunis; that the 
knights of Malta, who were devoted to that prince, had fortified themfelves 
in Tripoli i that there was reafon to apprehend, led the Arabs, being 
great enemies to the Turks, fliould facilitate their paflage over thedeferts 
into Egypt; and that the knights, under pretence of delivering Jerufalem 
and Paledine from the dominion of the Ottomans, might penetrate into 
thofe countries, revive the antient fpirit of the crufades, and bring into 
their party the forces of the Chridian princes, who were formidable, 
when united together. 

Some noble prefents, the fured interpreter to obtain a hearing at the 
port, which Dragut got to be didributed among the principal bafhas, 
engaged them to reprefent to the grand feignior, that his highnefs was 
more concern’d in the lofs of Africa than Dragut ; that that enterprize 
was a breach of the treaty made with the Chridians, which continued 
dill in force } that he could not avoid difeovering his refentment upon 
that account, and that it was particularly neceflary they fliould drive the 
knights, thofe declared and eternal enemies of the alcoran, out of all 
Africa, as he had done already out of Afia. 

1 Solyman, 


Digitized by ^.ooQle 



109 


THE KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 

S o ly M A n, in that height of power to which his birth and conquefts ,]»'»' 
had rais’d him, was capable, with no great difficulty, of being blown up 
to indignation and refentment ,• neverthelefs as this monarch, contrary to 
the cuftom of moll of his predecefiors, valued himfelf mightily upon his 
religious obfervance of his treaties, he, before he began the war, fent, 
out of a fort of formality, a chaoux to the emperor, to demand in his 
name the reftitution of Sufa, Monefter and Africa. Charles V. an- 
fwered the envoy, that thofe places were dependances of the kingdom of 
Tunis, which held of the crown of Caftile; and that, independent from 
his rights of high fovereignty, his generals had done only in that point 
what all fovereigns of all religions ought to do with regard to a corfair, 
who was odious both to God and Mans and that as for himfelf, he was 
rcfolv’d, without thinking it any breach of the truce which he had made 
with his highnefs, to purfue that pirate into all places into which he fhould 
retire. 

S o ly m a n, who was too powerful to be equitable, and who weigh’d 
his reafons only by the ftrength of his forces, was provoked at fo refolutc 
an anfwer ; and therefore refolv’d to have fatisfa&ion for it by fome 
illuftrious enterprize. Dragut had orders fent him, to get together in a 
body all fuch corfairs, as carried the Turkilh flag, and to keep them in a 
readinefs to join the Ottoman fleet which the fultan was for employing in 
this wars and in order to take away from Charles V. all pretence of treat- 
ing Dragut as a corfair, he fent to him as to one of his officers, a com- 
miflion, conftituting him Sangiac of the ifle of Santa Maura. The 
grand feignior’s defign was to begin the campaign with the fiege of the 
places which Doria and the emperor’s other generals had lately taken ; 
but Dragut took care to hav£ it reprefented to him, that the knights of 
Malta would infallibly traverfe him in all thofe enterprizes, and that their 
vefiels would frequently intercept fuch convoys as fhould pafs along the 
coaftof Tripoli, or in the neighbourhood of Malta; and that therefore it 
would be abfolutely ncceflary for them to fall with fire and fword upon 
that Ifland, and on Tripoli, and to employ all his forces for the extirpa- 
ting of thofe knights, who, notwithftanding their being few in num- 
ber, had never yet failed to multiply as it were whenever a war was carry- 
ing on againft the Mufulmen. 

The grand feignior, who had never heard the knights mention’d at his 
court, but as fo many corfairs who ruined the commerce of his dominions, 
enter’d into Dragut’s meafures : and as a powerful fleet was necefiary for 
the execution of it, orders were given out accordingly, and they began 
to work without intermiffion in all the ports of his empire, in order to 
build and fit out gallies and veffels of all fizes. The noife of fo great 
an armament foon came to the ears of Charles V. he made no queftion 
but that Dragut was the caufe of the war, and that he for his own private 
intereft would be glad to draw down his matter's arms, and extend his 
power in Africa : in order therefore to lay the ftorm, it was neceflary that 
Dragut fhould be deftroy’d, or that they fhould get his perfon once more 
into their hands. Charles V. from an opinion, that if the fultan fhould 
find himfelf depriv’d of fo experienc’d a general, who had been ufed to 
thofe feas for fo many years, he would then turn the effort of his arms to 
fome other quarter } commanded Doria to go in fearch of him, to fight 
him at any rate, and omit nothing in order to rid him of fo dangerous an 
enemy. 

Doria, purfuant to the emperor’s orders, put to feain the fpring with 
two and twenty gallies, befvdes galiots and brigantines ; and in the month 
Vol. II. F f of 


Digitized by ^.ooQle 



i io THE HISTORY OF 

John of March arriv’d upon the coaft of Africa. The Chriftian admiral hearing 
that Dragut, whom he was feeking, had put into the haven or charv 
nel of the ifle of Gelves or Gerba, made for that place ; and in order to 
prevent his getting out, came to an anchor at the mouth of the channel, 
in a place called Bocca de Cantara. The corfair, furprized by the arrival 
of the Chriftian fleet, work’d all night in raiftng a rampart of earth at the 
mouth of the channel, from whence he play’d with his artillery upon 
Doria’s gallies, and obliged him to retire farther off out of the reach of 
his cannon. But the Chriftian admiral, fully perftiadcd that his prey 
could not efcape him, immediately difpatched away fome brigantines to 
Sicily, to Naples, and Genoa, in order to have a reinforcement of troops 
fent him from thofe places. 

His defign in fending for thefe troops was, that whilft he with his 
fleet ihould keep the corfair in light as it were, and alfo block up the 
mouth of the channel, they by that means might have an opportunity 
of landing in the ifland, of burning Dragut’s gallies, and of taking him 
prifoner. Dragut, who forefaw his dclign, and that he was going to be 
inverted both by fea and land, form’d, in order to extricate himfelf out 
of fo great danger, a projed as bold as it was extraordinary, and fuch a 
one as is fcarccto be parallel I’d in Hiftory. 

For Dragut, in order to keep up the Chriftian admiral's confidence, 
and make him believe that he was refolved to defend the entrance of the 
channel to the laft extremity, caufcd feveral intrenchments to be made 
along the fhore on both Tides of it, well provided with artillery and muf- 
keteers, which made a continual fire when any Chriftian vcflel dar'd to 
come near them ; but at the fame time the cunning corfair, by the help of 
his foldiers and galley-flaves, and the afliftance of the Moors who inha- 
bited the ifland, levelled with great fecrecy a road which began at the 
place where his gallies lay at anchor, on which he raifed a frame compo- 
fed of feveral pieces of timber, covering it over with planks that had been 
rubbed with greafe, in order for the better Aiding of any thing upon it. 
After which, they hoifted the gallies by the ftrength of the capftanes up- 
on this frame or floor of timber, and with great wooden rollers forced 
them forward to a part of the ifland where the ground lay much lower, 
and where he had caufed a new canal to be dug, on that fide of the ifle 
which lay oppofite to the channel of Cantara, and by which he tranf- 
ported his gallies from one fea to the other. Doria knew nothing 
of all this, till his being made fenfible of it by the lols of the admiral 
galley of Sicily, which Dragut, out of a kind of bravado, took almoft 
in his fight. The corfair, after this adion, failed for Conftantinople, in 
order to haften by his prefence the departure of the fleet, which was 
defign’d againft Tripoli, and the other places belonging to the order of 
St. John. , The Chriftian admiral amazed, and in greater confufion than 
if he had loft a confiderable battle, came back into the harbour of Ge- 
noa i and, in order to evade purfuing the corfair, made ufe of the honou- 
rable pretence of his being obliged to command in perfon thofe gallies 
that were to carry Don Philip of Auftria, the emperor’s only fbn, from 
Italy into Spain * fo that he conduded the young prince to Barcelona, 
from whence he afterwards brought back Maximilian king of Bohemia, 
coufin german to Philip, and fon to Ferdinand king of the Romans, 
whom his father had ordered to return home into Germany. 

Doria fpent all the fummer in making thefe voyages, whilft the 
viceroys of Naples and Sicily, being deprived of his fuccours, had joined 
their maritime forces. Notwithftanding which conjundion, they yet 
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did not find themfelves ftrong enough to keep the Tea, and therefore 
had fent to Malta to defire the afliftance of the gallics of the order. yyy"sj/ 
The grand matter, for the fame reafon, and from the apprehenfions they 
were under of being befieg'd, ought not to have fuffer’d his gallies to ftir 
out of his ports ; but the order at that time, and under the government 
of a Spanifh grand matter, was entirely devoted to the Auftian intereft $ 
and a requeft, or even a bare motion, coming either from the emperor or his 
generals, was confider'd by the grand matter as an abfolutc order. How- 
ever, there were fomc commanders in the council, who complained o- 
penly enough of the fending away the forces of the order, and the de- 
priving them by that means of fo neceflary a fuccour at the very mo- 
ment they were going to be attacked by the infidels. But D’Omedes, 
in order to keep the reft of the council from giving ear to fuch juft rea- 
fons, declared his having certain advice, that the fleet of the infidels was 
to be put to no other ufe that year, than to affift the king of France a- Mk> M&i 
gainft the emperor : Upon which, on his bare word, and ftill more Cefr-" 
by his intereft and authority, the gallies had orders to join immediately rem Nicolai 
thofe of the emperor ; and the grand matter, to pacify thofc who mur- ville g a g noni * 
mur’d at their being employ’d in this manner, gave orders to the chcva- us. 
lier Pied-de-Fer, general of the gallies, when he took leave of him, that 165 3- 
in cafe he fhould find the fleet of the infidels were fleering their courfe for 
Malta or Tripoli, he then fhould return with all poflible diligence into 
the ports of the order. But for the executing of fuch orders, it would 
have been ncceffary for him to have had a fafe-conduft from the fea and 
winds, as well as from the enemy’s fleet. 

The port of Medina was fix'd upon as the general rendezvous, fcarce 
had the feveral fquadrons which compos’d the Chriftian fleet, put in there, 
when they received repeated advices from the Levant, that the grand 
feignior’s was at fea, and that that formidable armado fleer’d towards the 
coafts of Naples and Sicily, but that there was no judging where the ftorm 
would fall. This fleet confiftcdof 112 jpyal gallies, two great galeafles, 
thirty flutes, and feveral brigantines and tranfport veflels, all under the 
command of Sinan bafha, with Dragut, and another famous corfair 
called Sala-rais for his lieutenants} together with 12000 men, moft of 
them janizaries, on board } and a great number of pioneers, working- 
tools, and machines proper for a fiege. At the fame time, the chevalier 
George de St. Jean, who was return'd from fcouring all the coafts of 
the Morea, into the harbour of Malta, reported, that the talk all over 
the Levant, was about the fiege of Tripoli, or that of Malta itfelf } 
tind that which made the council ftill more uneafy, was, that the 
commander de Villcgagnon, who arrived about that time from France 
into Sicily, wrote from Meflina to the grand matter and his particular 
friends, by which he informed them, that the grand feignior’s armament 
was defigned purely againft the dominions of the order, and that he was. 
fet out from his own country purpofely to bring them certain advice of 
it, and to difeharge that duty, which by his profeflion he ow’d to the 
order. As this knight made at that time a very confiderablc figure both 
in France, as well as in his order, it may not perhaps be improper to 
give a more particular account of him. 

Brother Nicholas Durande de Villegagnon was a Frenchman, 
born of an antient family in the province 0f Brie : He was one of the 
handfomeft men of his age, had a mind adorn’d with every kind of cu- 
rious and ufeful knowledge $ nor was he left diftinguilh’d by his valour, 
which commanded refpeft from the braveft captains his contemporaries. 
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John We have already taken notice of the advantageous manner in which he figna- 

lized himfclf at the fiege of Algiers, and of the glory he there acquired in the 
fight of fo many different nations as compofed the army of Charles V. 
Nor had he lefs diftinguilh’d himfelf at fea in the fcrvice of his prince, 
and in the poft of vice-admiral of the coaft of Bretagne. This gallant 
knight, at the firft report of the grand feignior’s preparations, and of Mal- 
ta’s being threaten’d with a fiege, did not wait for a general citation i 
but with king Henry the Second's leave, leaving the court, and by that 
means all his hopes, arrived in Sicily, and acquainted the viceroy with the 
news he was carrying to the grand matter. Nor did he fail to repreCcnt 
to him in very zealous terms, the few troops, and the fmall ftock of am- 
munition there was at that time at Malta, Goza, and Tripoli ; prefling 
him moreover to fend fuccours to thofe iflands, as being feudatarics of the 
crown of Sicily, and ferving as a bulwark to that kingdom. 

The viceroy imagining that the coatts of Naples and Sicily were 
more in danger of being attack’d by the infidels than the places of the or- 
der, fatisfy’d himfelf with faying, that he would omit nothing that might 
contribute to the defence of Malta, fo far as was confident with the in- 
tereft of the ittand, of which he was governor. An anfwer given in fuch 
random and general terms, giving no fatisfa&ion to Villegagnon, he 
went on board a brigantine, and arrived a few days after at Malta. 
At his landing, a crowd of knights came about him, and conduced him 
to the grand matter ; when, after having paid his firft compliments to 
him, that prince affembled the council, had him called in, and asked 
him what they thought in France of the grand feignior’s armament. The 
French commander replied, that ’twas the common opinion, that all the 
forces of the Ottoman empire were going to fall upon the territories of the 
order ; that when he, at his coming away, was taking leave of the conftable 
dc Montmorency, firft miniftcr of the kingdom, that lord had com- 
mifiion’d him to acquaint them in his name, that they would be imme- 
diately attacked ; that the grand feignior, vex’d to find a great number 
of knights in all the armies, Both of the emperor and the Venetians ; 
and incens’d particularly at the fhare they had had in the taking of Africa, 
id. vaiegag- intended to drive them out of Tripoli, and the ifles which they pof- 
non, ibid. feffed, that he exhorted them not to fuffer themfelves to be furprized $ 
that this advice was the refult of the fentiments of efteem and affedion, 
which he bore for an illuftrious order, and which the grand matter de 
l’lfle Adam his uncle had governed in the mod perilous times, with the 
univcrfal approbation of all the fovercigns of Chriftendom. 

This news alarmed the council i fo that they ufed the mod prefling 
inftanccs, in order to oblige the grand matter to put the places be- 
longing to the order in a ftate of defence ; and all of them were unani- 
moufly of opinion, that he {hould immediately fend fuccours to Tripo; 
li, which was but poorly fortified, and whofe garrifon was compos'd 
of none but old and infirm knights, who had retired thither for the be- 
nefit of the air ; that the little ifle of Goza was not tenable, and that 
it was neceffary to demofifh the cattle, for fear the Turks {hould efta- 
blifh themfelves in a place that lay fo near Malta ; that they (hould trans- 
port the inhabitants of that ittand to Sicily, defire the viceroy to give 
them a retreat there, and to ask, by way of exchange, for fome companies 
of foot to be fent to Tripoli 

The grand matter heard thefe different advices with a coldnefs next 
to infenfibility j when, after having exprefs'd to Villegagnon how much 
he was obliged to the conftable for the great concern he difeover’d for 
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the order, he difmifled him 5 and making the great crofles and pilliersof . 

the convent ftay behind him, he faid to them with a fneer, “ Either \^y> 

“ this Frenchman is the conftable’s bubble, or he has a mind to make 
“ us his.” But afterwards, affe&ing a more ferious air, and which was 
more fuitable to an affair of fuch importance, he told them, that they 
fhould never perfuade him to believe, that Solyman had been at the ex- 
pence of fuch an armament with a view only of feizing upon Malta ; 
that fo inconfidcrable an objed, and the conqueft of a barren rock, 
would never anfwer, or make amends for the prodigious expence he 
had been at, in fitting out fo mighty a fleet ; but that in reality the grand 
lcignior, who was one of the greateft politicians of his age, aim’d at much 
higher defigns ; that he was going, in concert with the king of France, 
to attack the kingdom of Naples ; that his fleet, which alarm’d them - 
fo much, was expeded in the port of Toulon 5 that it was immediately 
fo join that of France 5 and that he likewife had certain advice, of the 
king’s fending thither five mules loaded with money, for the pay of the 
infidels. That after all, it would be proper, before they fhould put 
themfelvcs to expences which would perhaps be thrown away, to wait 
for more pofitive accounts. 

A n anfwer in terms fo full, of coldnefs and indifference, raifed the in- 
dignation of feveral members of the council : What Villegagnon had 
advanc’d with relation to the neceflity they were under of fortifying 
Tripoli, could never be thought an ufelefs expence ; but 'twas but too 
flagrantly known at Malta, that this prince, whofe thoughts were en- 
tirely bent upon aggrandizing his family, reckoned all fuch money as 
loft, that did not turn to the profit of his nephews ; and that the weak- 
eft pretence, provided it was but ufeful in putting off any expence, how 
neccffary foever it might be, appeared ever in his eyes as a lolid reafon, 
and a certain advantage. Infomuch, that fome commanders anfwer’d 
him in pretty warm terms, that it would not be prudent in the council, 
upon the doubtful teftimony of fome fpies only, to continue in a ftate_ 
of indolence, at a time when the Ottoman fleet was drawing v near, and 
the fight of fo great danger s that it was neceffary to iffue out a general 
citation forthwith, to fummon together all the knights, who were dif- 
perfed up and down in different parts of Chriftendom, to fortify all thofe 
weak places of the ifle of Malta, which might any way facilitate the de- 
feent of the infidels, to demolifh the caftle of Goza, tranfport the inha- 
bitants of that ifland into Sicily, endeavour to get fuccours from the vice- 
roy, and above all things, recall the old knights from Tripoli, and fill 
up their places with a body of fuch as were younger, and more able to 
undergo the fatigues of a liege. 

The grand matter, who Was ever fond of money, told them, that he was . 
not averffe to the ifluing out a citation, provided that they, till fuch time 
as a general chapter could meet, in order to provide for the expence 
that the arrival of fuch a great number of knights would occafion, would 
in a full council augment the refponlions and taxes, which every com- 
mandcry was obliged to pay. He added, that he could not give his con- 
fent to the abandoning of the caftle of Goza, which was feated on the 
point of a rock, and which might ferve for a retreat to the wives and 
children of the inhabitants of the ifland; and that the people would 
fight with greater courage and bravery, whilft they had fuch dear pledges 
before -their eyes; and moreover, that he laid the utmoft ftrefs on the 
valour and experience of the chevalier d’Efle, who commanded there, in 
quality of governor. As to the exchange which they propofed to make 
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John the garrifon of Tripoli, he oppofcd it, under pretence that it was not 
prudent to weaken Malta, in order to fortify a place that lay fo remote i 
and that the drawing fome companies of foot thither from Sicily, 
would be fuccours fufficicnt ; and laftly, that he would write imme- 
diately to the viceroy upon that account. 

However weak his reafons might be, yet all they could fay had not 
ftrength enough to get the better of his obftinacy, or remove his pre- 
pofteffions i and what was worfe, was, that his opinion, through the 
complaifance of the Spanifti and Italian commanders, prevail’d in coun- 
cil. They likewife laid afide the defign of a general citation, from a no- 
tion they entertain’d, that in cafe the Turks fhould have orders to attack 
' the territories of the order, they would arrive before Malta, before the 
citation could have pafled the fea ; when, after making a few flight for- 
tifications in all fuch places as they might make defeents, the grand 
mafter continued in as ftrange and furprizing an ina&ivity, as if he had 
taken his orders from the Turkifh general, or had been in concert with 
him. However, the viceroy of Sicily, who knew of what confcquencc 
the prefervation of Malta was to Sicily, did at his requeft fend a re- 
cruit of two hundred Calabrians, which he had received from the kins- 
dom of Naples, all of them either fnepherds or mechanicks, who had 
never bore arms ; but they flattered thcmfclvcs, that after their arrival at 
Tripoli, they, by being under the orders, ard in imitation of the knights, 
would infenfibly be form’d to military difeipline. 

' Accordingly they began to make preparations for the {hipping 
Of them off ; but when they were upon the point of imbarking, the 
fear of being pent up in a remote place, that was threaten’d with a 
id vflle f ‘ e S c > ma< ^ e their hearts link in them 5 fo that the greateft part of 
non. Cgag them abfeonded : they complained that the grand mafter was fending 
them to be knocked on the head, with no other view, than to fpare 
the knights and his own foldiers s fo that they could not prevail upon 
them to fail for Africa, till they had put twenty-five knights at their 
head, who were all young men, that had been put under an arreft, for 
an infurrc&ion which they had made, and whom the grand matter was 
not much concern’d to part with. 

This was all the fuccour they could obtain from the grand mafter 
for the city of Tripoli: The people of Goza wereftill more negle&ed, 
and as if he had thought that battalions of armed men would fpring out 
of the earth in their defence, they could not prevail upon him to fend 
them either troops or gunners ; and when the poor inhabitants of that lit- 
tle ifland fent their wives and children to Malta, in two barks for their 
greater fecurity, the grand matter, in order to excufe himfclf from pro- 
viding for their fubfiftence, would not fuffer them to land 5 nay, he 
went fo far as to threaten to fink them, if they offered to come near 
the port. In (hort, all thefe women with their little children were 
forced td return to Goza, and d’Omedes apologized for fo hard-hearted 
a proceedure by a refinement of policy, and the pretence above-men- 
tioned j viz. that the inhabitants, by having thofe dear pledges before 
their eyes, would fight with greater courage and refolution. A few 
days after, news came that the grand feignior’s fleet had appeared off 
the coaft of Sicily ; that the Turks had made defeents and great ravages 
in fcvcral places 5 that after attempting the fiege of Catana in vain, 
July 13*. they had fate down before Augufta j that the town and caftle had held 
out but a few days ; that the infidels had committed all manner of vio- 
lence there j and that 'twas commonly reported,, that they were prepa- 
ring to fail direftly for Malta. This 
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This difagreeable news made the council very uneafy, and alarmed 
all the inhabitants : But the grand matter, in order to encourage them, 
cry’d out, “ We are not the perfons, whom the Turks defign to fall 
“ upon s and the reafon of their taking the Southern paflage, which 
“ feems to have brought them near Malta, is only becaufe it is the 
“ Ihorteft way to go to Provence.” And, in order to fupport his notion by 
the opinion of the moft skilful pilots, he fent for fomc of the oldcft 
before the council, when they, either out of complaifancc, or becaufe 
it was really fo in fad, agreed, that if the Turks had really orders to 
fail to the coaft of Provence, the Southern paflage was a Ihorter cut by 
two hundred miles. 

But at laft this fatal blindnefs was removed ; for the grand matter 
three days after, faw from the windows of his palace the Ottoman 
fleet arrive, which failing on with a favourable wind, appeared in good 
order before the ifle of Malta. Solyman’s orders to his general, were, 
that he fhould as he pafled, and according to the difpofition in which 
he found Malta and Goza, endeavour to make himfelf matter of thofe 
idands } but that if he found too much difficulty in the execution of that 
enterprize, he fhould keep only to that of Tripoli, the reducing of 
which, in the defign he had of recovering Africa, feemed to him of the 
greateft importance. The grand feignior added, the knowledge he had 
of Dragut’s experience, made him wilh, that Sinan would undertake no- 
thing of importance without firft confulting him. The Tuxkifti general, 
in obedience to his orders, prefented himfelf at firft before one of the 
ports of the illand, called Marfa Muled, which is divided from the great 
port, only by a flip of land, or properly fpcaking a very high rock. 

A t the approach of this formidable army, a general terror feized. 
the inhabitants of the ifland, every one ftrovp to get out of the way, 
in order to avoid the fury of the Turks, and ran up and down in fcarch 
of a place of refuge, cither in the holes of $he rocks, or in the fortified 
places. There were only two in all the ifland ; one of which was fitua- 
ted below the cattle of St. Angelo, commonly called the bourg or 
town, and the ordinary refidencc of the convent at that time j and the 
other a good way up in the country, in the middle of the ifland, about 
fix miles from the town, and the great port, and was called the not# We 
city , or the city of Malta , after the name of the ifland, it being the 
capital, and properly fpcaking, the only city in it af that time. 

. M o s t of the inhabitants of the country, both men, women,, and 
children, carried off the moft portable part of their houfliold furniture*' 
and leading fome cows and goats for the fubfiftence of their children,' 
took refuge in thefe two places. But as there were not houfes cnough- 
to lodge all this multitude, they were moft of them obliged to flay in 
the market-places and the ttreets and what added to their misfortune/ 
was, their being expofed during all the dog-days to the heat of the fijn,> 
which rages with intolerably violence in that burning climate. The in- 
fe&ion and ftink that exhaled from the excrements of thefy poor crea- 
tures, thus crowded together, would foon produce contagious diftempers,;; 
and that which ftill added to their affii&ion and dcfpair, was the want 
of a well or fountain in either of thofe places ; and there was but little 
water in the citterns, fo that if the Turks fhould unhappily refolve to 
lay dofe fiege to thefe two places, they would be foon, forced, either to 
turn out all ufelefs perfons, and deliver them up to the cruelty of the 
Barbarians, or elfe to capitulate 5 two extremes, which the order by its' 
charity and valour was equally incapable of fubmitting to. . ' 
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d*Jmede The knights, through the grand matter's obftinacy, were in want of 
every thing but courage s notwithftanding which, they were not wanting 
in the duty they owed to themfelves and to the order j never had they 
on any former occafion difeovered greater refolution than they did at 
this time. The fame valour, which had flione with fuch diftinguifh’d 
luftre in thofe antient knights to whom the order owed its military infti- 
tution and firft conquefts, appear’d in them * fo that one would have 
thought they were ftill the fame men under other names. The chevalier 
Upton, an Englilh commander, and one of the braveft knights of the order, 
put himfelf at the head of thirty others, and four hundred inhabitants of 
the ifland, who were all on horfeback, when they marched down bold- 
ly to the feafhoreon the fide of the town, in order tooppofe the Turks 
in their landing. The commander de Guimeran, a Spaniard, Tallied out 
at the fame time on another fide with a hundred knights on foot, and 
three hundred arquebufiers, and palling over in skiffs from the town to 
mount Sccberras, the rock which parted the two great ports, he there 
lay fnug, extended on the ground, in order to obferve the deligns and 
countenance of the infidels : He had not been long here, when he faw 
the Turkifh general appear in his admiral galley, with fome others af- 
ter him, Handing in to the great port, in order to reconnoitre the mod pro- 
per place for his landing 5 and as the fide of the town was the mod ex* 
pofed to the artillery of the caftle of St. Angelo, he, in order to keep 
. off from it, drew up on the fide of mount Sceberras j but as he drew 
near that rock, the commander de Guimeran feeing him within arque- 
bufs fhot, made fuch a furious difeharge, which was levcll’d particularly 
at his own galley, that all the crew w^s put in diforder, and let their 
oars drop. The furprize which had feiz*d the Turkifh general, foon 
gave way to his refentment, and his pride being wounded in its mod 
tender part, to fee himfelf attacked firft by men whom he thought to 
furprize, and who were fo much inferior to him in ftrength, he, in re- 
venge, vowed their deftru&ion j upon which he made immediately to 
the fhore, put into a place where he thought he might eafily make a de- 
feent, landed a body of his men, and advanced in order to meet with 
the knights, and fight them : but the commander de Guimeran, being 
fatisfied with his advantage, and finding himfelf far inferior in troops, 
had, after making his difeharge, imbarked his foldiers, and brought 
them back fafe into the town, without lofing fo much as one man. 

S i n a N having fought for them to no purpofe, went, together 
with his principal officers, to the higheft part of mount Sceberras, from’ 
whence taking a view of the caftle of St. Angelo, its fituation on the 
point of a rock, and the bulwarks with which it was fortified j “ Is that 
“ the caftle, fays he in a paffion to Dragut, which thou told’ft the 
u grand feignior might fo eafily be taken; certainly, continued the 
“ bafha, the eagle could never have chofe the point of a fteeper rock for 
“ her airy.* When an old corfair, brother to Airadin above-mention’d, 
who had formerly been lord of Tachora, either from an averfion to 
Dragut, or through complaifance for his general, cry'd out to Sinan, 
“ Do you fee, fays he to him, that bulwark which runs out towards 
“ the Tea, upon which the knights have planted the great ftandard of the 
“ order ? You muft know, Sir, that when I was a flave at Malta, I 
** carried the great ftones with which it was built upon my fhoulders, 
** and before you can demolifii that work, winter will come on; or, 
“ what is more to be feared, fome ftrong fuccour will come to the bc- 
“ fieged," 
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Dragut was all fire on this occafion, and as he himfelf had never 
known what danger meant, he was prodigioufly vex’d to find fo much 
coldnefs and diffidence in his general ; when, in order to induce him to 
lay fiege to the town immediately, he reprefented to him, that all the 
ftrength of the place lay in the caftle of St. Angelo, and that if he could 
but once beat that caftle down with his artillery, he would catch, as it 
were, the grand mafter and all the chiefs of the order in a net at once, 
who, he faid, had imprudently (hut themfclves up in fo weak a place. 

But Sinan was of a different opinion j for he knew very well, that, 
in order to take a place which was defended by the knights, it was not 
enough to demolifh the fortifications, but that he muft kill all thofe 
warriors to the laft man, before he could be able to force his way into it j 
fo that, to prevent his engaging unadvifedly in fuch an enterprize, he 
called a council of war. Of all Solyman’s generals, there was not any 
one, who was fo timorous in appearance, when any affair was to be deli- 
berated, as he was, though ever intrepid in a&ion } but he never enga- 
ge! in any, till fuch time as he had confider'd which were the fureft me- 
thods to beat the enemy j and that he had taken all poflible precautions 
not to be vanquifii’d himfelf : So, after having laid before the council, 
the orders he had from the grand feignior, he reprefented at the fame 
time, that if he fhould engage in the fiege of the town, and the caftle of 
St. Angelo, he was afraid that that enterprize would take up a great deal 
N of time, and prevent his palling into Africa, where he was principally 
directed by his inftru&ions to go s and moreover he believed, that they, 
in order to conform to the grand feignior’s intentions, and to revenge 
themfclves on thofe Chriftian corfairs, had nothing more to do, than 
only to ravage the ifland, and carry off as many of its inhabitants as 
they could into fiavery. 

The complaifance which fubaltern officers generally have for the fen- 
timents of their general, made thofe of Sinan be approved. But Dra- 
gut, a fworn enemy of the knights, and impatient to attack them, not- 
withftanding the refult of the council of war, infilled ftrongly, that in 
cafe they did not think fit to attack the caftle of St. Angelo and the town, 
they fhould at leaft lay fiege to the capital, where mod of the inhabi- 
tants of the ifland had, as he faid, fhut themfelves up with their riches, 
and which, fays he, we lhall find without any manner of fortification, 
and without any other garrifon, but a company of mifcrable peafants, 
fellows that always trembled, even^ behind the ftrongeft baftions. As 
the balha, at his taking leave of the grand feignior, had received orders 
not to undertake any thing confiderable without Dragut’s advice, he 
thought himfelf oblig’d on this occafion to give in to his opinion s and 
therefore, in order not to draw upon himfelf any complaints or ill offi- 
ces from him at the port, he ordered his troops and artillery to be put 
a-fhore. The whole army was now advancing up into the country, 
and arrived without any obftacle before the notable city. The only dif- 
ficulty they met with, was from the cannon, which they were at infinite 
pains to bring thither, by reafon of the great number of rocks, with 
which the whole ifland abounded : all their carriages were broke over 
and over, infomuch that they were at laft forced to have them drawn 
by flaves, who employed feveral days about it, before they could be a- 
ble to raife their batteries before the place, which is called Malta , from 
the general name of the ifland. 'Tis pretended, that it was founded by 
the Carthaginians j when the Romans, after having deftroyed Carthage, 
that haughty rival of Rome, drove the Africans afterwards out of this 
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John file; and that the Mahometan Arabs feized on it in their turn, and gave 
it the name of Medina, in memory of the city of the fame name, fitu- 
ated in Arabia Petrasa, which Mahomet had called Medina- Labi, i. e. 
the prophet’s city. The bailiff George Adorne, of an illuftrious family ^ 
in Genoa, was at that time governor of the city of Malta, in which a- 
bove 13000 perfons of both fexes had taken refuge } fo that there was 
abundance of people in it, tho' but few foldiers, at the fame time. The 
Turks, upon their entring the ifland, fpread themfelves up and down in 
all its villages and hamlets, and deftroyed all before them with fire and 
fword. They fet the houfes on fire, fo that nothing was to be feen, 
wherever one turn'd one’s eyes, for the country was all over of a fmokc, 
occafion’d by the burning of the houfes and the corn, which they had 
not had time to get in. The army was foongot before the place, when 
they opened the trenches, and began to raife batteries. But all this did 
not pals without oppofition from the governor, who made feveral fal- 
lies, not fo much from any hopes he had of ruining the enemies works, 
as to ftiew them by his intrepidity and refolution, that he was determi- 
ned to make a courageous defence. 

But he was in want of regular troops, and efpccially of a fufficient 
number of knights to command, and lead on the pcafants and inhabi- 
tants of the country, who had taken refuge in the place j the greateft 
part of thelc peafants, at the enemy’s approach, looking on themfelves 
as the prey of the infidels, repented their having fhut themfelves up in 
the town 3 and a great many of them, fancying they Ihould be fafer in 
any other place than where they were, got themfelves let down with 
ropes into the ditch, and flatter’d with the hopes of efcaping the enemy, 
met either prefent death or flavery in their way. The governor enrag’d 
to fee himfelf deferted in this manner, exhorts, entreats, threatens fuch 
as were left behind, and by his own example and refolution prevails fo 
far as to have fome of them form'd into companies, heading them with 
fome knights, his friends, who had generoufly Ihut themfelves up along 
with him : but as he faw plainly thac he fhould want a greater number, 
and efpecially one who had been in fieges, and who was skill’d in the 
art of attacking and defending places, he found means to fend a foldier 
out of town in the night, to give the grand matter an account of the 
ftate of the fiege, and to defire him to fend him a recruit of knights, 
and particularly Villcgagnon, whole valour and experience qualified him 
to fhare with him in the command and the defence of the place. 

The grand matter, as well for his own fafety as for that of the town, 
did not care to part with any of thofe who defended him, and thereby 
leflen their number ; fo that all the anfwer he gave the meflenger, was, 
that among fuch a great number of townfmen and peafants, as had reti- 
red into the town, it was impoflible, but that fome of them mutt be ca- 
pable of commanding over the reft 5 that the intereft of their country, 
and the defence of their lives and liberties, were motives ftrong enough 
to make them all fight it out to the laft, and that on fuch occafions expe- 
rience and capacity in the common officers and foldiers, was lefs wanting 
than vigour and courage. The meflenger, vex’d to fee himfelf fent back 
to his matter without any fuccours, and that all he would be able to car- 
ry him back, would be fuch an harlh anfwer, asked him, purfuant to his 
orders, to lend him at lcaft the chevalier dq Villcgagnon. The grand 
matter, who had ever fince his arrival at Malta, found him more fincere 
than he could have wifhed, was glad to get rid of him on fo honoura- 
ble a pretence ; upon which, he fent for him immediately, when being 
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come, he told him with a gracious and obliging air, that he had ever 
entertain’d the higheft notions of his valour and capacity in the arts of 
war $ that the order in this juncture was requiring new proofs of it from 
him i that he was defired to go and throw himfelf into the place which 
was befiegedj that the great number of townfmen and peafants which 
were in it, was indeed a fufficicnt fecurity againft all the attacks of the 
Turks ; but that thofe men, who would eafily be made good foldiers, 
wanted a leader to fupply the governor’s ftead in thofe places, where he 
himfelf could not be prefent. Villegagnon, with a modefty that is inlc- 
parable from true valour, made him this plain and hearty anfwer, That 
at his receiving the habit and the crofs of the order, he had at the fame 
time dedicated his life to its fcrvice j that it was no longer at his own, 
but at the difpofal of his fuperiors, and that he was ready to go, when- 
ever he Ihould order him. He added, that he defired him not to take it 
ill, if he reprelented to him, that there was no great ftrefs to be laid 
upon the crowd of peafants which were (hut up in the city, they being 
all averfe to danger, and not to be wrought upon by any lenfe of fhamc 
for flirinking from it > that in the prefent jun&urc the governor wanted 
a fet of intrepid men, who would fight from motives of religion and 
principles of honour i and that, to tell him his fentiments plainly, if he 
were defirous of faving the place, he mud throw at leal! an hundred 
knights into it. 

The grand mailer replied, that it had been refolv’d in council to referve 
all the knights for the foie defence of the town and the caftle of St. An- 
gelo •, that however to prevent his going away alone, he would prevail 
with the council to let him take fix other knights along with him ; which, 
in a word, was all the fuccour they could fpare him. Villegagnon begg'd 
him to confider, what fuccour could in an affault be expefted from only 
fix knights, who upon the approach of the enemy, and the thunder of 
the artillery, would be foon abandon’d by the peafants ; that to tell him 
the plain truth, thefe fix knights would be fent only to be knocked on the 
head} and that they would be overwhelm’d in a moment by a multitude 
of enemies, without having it in their power, even by the lofs of their 
lives, to acquire any honour, which is only to be gained in an obftinate 
defence. The grand mailer, tir’d with the folidity of his remonllrances, 
told him roughly, that he expected courage and obedience, and not argu- 
ments, in a knight ; and that if he was afraid of venturing, he would find a 
great many who would think themfelves honoured by luch a commilllon. 
Villegagnon, touch’d in his moll tender part, at an anfwer which feemed 
to reflett upon his honour, cry’d out, “ Sir, I'll give a proof that fear 
“ never made me decline danger.” Upon which he fet out the fame in- 
flant with fix French knights, his friends ; and in order to make the greater 
expedition, and to get there before day, they not having faddles, got up- 
on mares that were feeding in the caltle-ditch, came near to the town that 
was befieging, crept in the dark up to the very wall } when making the 
fignals which had been agreed on, they, by the help of ropes, got all fe- 
ven, together with their guide, into the place, without being perceived by 
the enemy. 

A t the report which in the morning was Ipread all over the city, 
of the arrival of this little fuccour, all the people, polfelfed with an ex- 
traordinary opinion of the conduct and bravery of the chevalier de Vil- 
legagnon, di [cover'd the utmoft demonftrations of joy. The old men, wo- 
men, and children, never ceas’d to extol, as indeed it really deferv’d, 
the noble refolution he and his companions had taken of throwing them- 
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John felves into the place. The inhabitants folemnized his entry with volleys'- 
of their fmall arms, infomuch, that one would have thought that fingle 
perfon had fupplied them with troops, arms, and proviAons : The com- 
mander to keep up their chearfulnefs told them, that he fhould be fol- 
lowed by a conliderable body of knights, and that he was come before, on- 
ly to confult with the governor on the moft proper means for the bringing 
that fuccour into the place. But when he was in private with the bailiff, 
he told him the whole truth of the affair, and what difpoAtion the grand 
mafler was in ; he frankly owned to him that he was not to depend on any 
other fuccour but what his own valour would bring him, that he was 
come to die with him, but that they muft, by a brave refiftance at leaft, 
make their lofs renown’d in the order, as well as fatal to the enemy. 

The bailiff confidering that the walls of the towns could not long 
refill againft the batteries of the Turks, made, by Villegagnon’s advice, 
large and deep intrenchments within, which he fortified with planks 
and cpaulcments, or Ihouldering pieces well provided with artillery 
and muskcttcers. Villegagnon had the infpc&ion of the work; the 
knights who came with him, laid their hand to it, and all the people in 
general, as well women as men, animated by their example and their dif- 
courfes, labour'd at it with the like cagernefs ; and all thought themfelves 
out of danger, fince they had Villegagnon among them. 

The balha, at the noife of the vollies, and the fhouts which the inha- 
bitants fet up at his arrival, began to fufped that fome fuccour had got 
into the place. The mares likewife which the commander had left when 
. he got into the town, and which the Turks found the next morning, gave 
him no longer room to doubt of it : but fuch weak fuccours could never 
. have put a flop to his continuing the Aege, had not a letter that the Turks 

intercepted in a Sicilian bark, which they took as it was attempting to 
get into one of the ports of Malta, given Sinan the utmoft uneaAnefs. 

This letter was written by the receiver of the order, who reAded at 
Mcflina, and was direded to the grand mafler, by which he told him, 
that he had fent that bark purpofely to give him advice, that Andrew 
Doria the emperor’s admiral, and the terror of the inAdels, was returned 
from Spain, and adually arrived in the harbour of Meflina ; that he had 
difpatchcd exprefles and brigantines with the utmoft expedition to all the 
ports of that ifland, as well as to Naples and Genoa, with orders for 
all the gallies and fhips that were in a condition to put to fea, together 
with the troops necefl’arry to man them, to repair immediately to him ; 
and that he would fet out immediately, in order to ftght the enemy, and 
oblige them to raife the Aege. 

This advice was meerly fe ign’d, and a ftratagem of the receiver, who 
employ’d this artifice with no other view but to make the balha uneafy ; 
andhisdefign fucceedcd to his wifti. Sinan was alarmed at the news, and 
notwithftanding that all advice which comes from an enemy might juftly 
be fufpe&ed, he yet thought at the fame time, that it was not to be ne- 
glcfled : upon which he called a council of war, and after having caus’d 
the receiver's letter to be read before them, he reprefented to them, that in 
cafe Doria Ihould come to attack his fleet at that juncture, that he would 
not be able to continue the Aege without leaving it unprovided of the 
troops which he had landed, nor could yet fend them back to defend 
the fhips, without wcakning the land-army conAderably, and expoftng 
himfelf to be defeated by the garrifon of the city, which, in concert 
with the body of knights, who were in the town, might probably at- 
tack his lines at the fame time ; that in cafe he, by the fudden arrival of 
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theChriftian fleet, fhould be obliged to re-imbark in a hurry, he, by a pre- D , ( J" nN 
cipitatc retreat, and efpecially in a country full of rocks, would run the 
hazard of being forced to leave his cannon behind him. He added further, 
that he indeed had had leave to attempt the ficgc of Malta, and that of the 
town and caftlc of St. Angelo in his way ; but that preferably to all this, 
his exprefs orders were to beflege Tripoli; that he was afraid lert the 
month of September fliould be come before he fhould have finifhed 
his enterprize of the city of Malta ; that they were very fcnfible there 
was no keeping the fca along the coaft of Africa at that feafon of the 
year ; and finally, that he would not perhaps be in a condition to lay ficgc 
to Tripoli, after having had the mortification of mifearrying in that of 
Malta. 

The council, after having examined his reafons, and carefully weigh’d 
the different refolutions that might be taken, agreed that the general, with- 
out lofing more time in the fiege of Malta, ought to bend all his endea- 
vours to that of Tripoli only; that he would infallibly carry a place 
which was fo poorly fortified ; or that at lead, by a&ing purfuant to his 
orders, he by that means would prevent any reproaches from the grand 
feignior, a prince whofc anger was ever formidable. The Turks, in con- 
fcquencc of this rcfult, railed the fiege, and re-imbarked ; but as a thirft 
of plunder is the prevailing paflion of thofc Barbarians, the bafha, before 
his failing for Tripoli, could not refufe the giving of his leave, to ravage 
the ifle of Goza which belonged to the order. 

This little ifland, called by the inhabitants Gaudifch, is firuated four 
miles from Malta to the weft, or rather weft- north- weft ; being about 
twenty four miles in circumference, and about three broad, and is almoft 
furrounded with rocks and fhelves ; there were at that time about 7000 
inhabitants in it, and a caftle without fortifications, feated upon an hill, 
which commanded a town that lay at the foot of it. 

Though fomc commanders had been of opinion that it would be 
proper to demolifh this little caftle, and tranfport all the inhabitants of the 
ifland to Sicily, neverthelefs the grand maftcr, as has been already obferved, 
differ’d from them in it, and had brought over the council to his opinion 
by his intereft and authority, rather than by his arguments ; but they arc 
now fcnfible of their invalidity by a woful experience, for the Turkifh ge- 
neral having in vain fummoned the governor to furrender, he batter’d it 
with his artillery. The inhabitants, tluo’ the fear they were under of be- 
ing made flaves by the Infidels, offered the governor to defend the breach,- 
but that knight, whofc name was Galatian de Scfla, and whofc courage the 
^rand maftcr boafted fo much of, inftcad of improving this brave difpofi- 
tion, and of putting himfelf at their head, hid himfclf in his apartment, 
delpairing to hold out the place. This cowardly conduct, the like of 
which had been never known in the order, threw the inhabitants into a 
general conftcrnation ; there was only a brave Englifh cannoneer in the 
place, who levelling his cannon, kill’d fevcral Turks, and hinder’d the reft 
from advancing up to the wall. 

But the gallant Englifhman being kill’d by a cannon-ball from the 
Turkifh batteries, not a man would take his port. The governor, in order 
to get a capitulation for his own fecurity, continued in his ufual indo- 
lence ; but being as great a bragadochio, as lie was a coward, he fent to 
the bafha to demand honourable conditions, which are never granted but 
to thofc only who make a brave defence. A monk went in his name to 
offer Sinan to furrender the place, provided that general would oblige 
himfelf by treaty to preferve his life, his liberty, and effects, and thofc 
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John of all the inhabitants. But the Turkifh general reje&ed thepropofal with 
difdain, and told the envoy, that if the governor did not quit the place 
that very moment, he would hang him up at the gate. The monk re- 
turning to the caftle with this difmal news, the governor fent him back a- 
gain to demand for his liberty at leaft, as well as that of two hundred of 
the principal inhabitants, whom he himfelf fhould name ; but the 
bafha (tinted the number to forty, and at the fame time threaten’d the 
negotiator to hang him up, if he ever prefum’d to return to him again. 
Upon which, the governor, feiz’d with a pannic fear, commanded the 
gates to be opened to the enemy, which was the only order he had gi- 
ven ever fince the Turks had entered the ifland. The infidels threw 
thcmfelves immediately into the place, in order to plunder it * the gover- 
nor’s lodgings was the firft place that fell a facrifice to their grecdinels, 
when, after having carry 'd all his goods and furniture out of it, they, 
to Ihew how much they defpis’d fo cowardly a commander, oblig’d him 
to carry parr of them upon his (houldcrs to their (hips ; after which, they 
dripped his cloaths off, and chain’d him down like a galley-flave : in 
vain did he plead the general’s promife, and idly complain of their ha- 
ving broke the capitulation by treating him fo ill. Sinan, to elude the 
fenfe of the treaty, and ridicule him at the fame time, gave forty poor 
infirm old men, the mod aged in all the ifland, their liberty ; pretending 
that as he had been engaged to give forty of the principal of the ifland 
their liberty, the oldcft ought to be look’d upon as the principal : by 
virtue of this forc’d interpretation, he kept the governor in flavery, 
befidcs 6300 perl'ons of all ages and fexes, whom he put on board his 
fleet. 

see the firft Among thefe poor inhabitants, there happen'd to be a Sicilian, that 

relation dc^ k cen ^ ctt * cc ^ f° r many years at Goza, who preferring death to fla- 
Nicoki,c?ij’! very, delivered himfelf and all his family, by the infpirations of a bloody 
edit. i/< 58 . companion, from the hardfliips and ftiame that attend upon flavery, af- 
ter a very tragical manner. This Sicilian, tranfported with- rage and 
jealoufy, ftabb’d his wife and two young daughters whom he had had 
by her ; when, refolving not to furvivc them, he takes up a fufee and a 
crofs-bow, with which he killed two Turks, and afterwards throwing 
himfelf fword in hand into the midft of a crowd of enemies, he, after 
having wounded feveral of them, was cut to pieces, and met with the 
death he fo eagerly fought after. 

The inhabitants of Malta were greatly affe&ed with the news which 
came of the unhappy fate of the people of Goza ; they all unanimoufly 
exprefs’d their abhorrence of the governor’s cowardice, and feveral 
knights, the French in particular from a national antipathy, demanded 
openly, that they fhould proceed againft him : but as the grand matter 
was his prote&or, he eluded the propofal, under pretence that as that 
knight was in the hands of the infidels, they could not judge him without 
firtt hearing him; and in order to conceal from all Chriftendom, the 
fcandal that might be thrown upon the whole order for the governor’s 
cowardice, he engaged mod of the knights, who were either his own 
countrymen or in his confidence, to write to their refpe&ive countries, 
by which they fhould declare, that he had fignalized himfelf by a noble 
defence ; that fo long as he was living, the people of Goza, in obedience 
to his orders, and in imitation of his example, had always repulfed the 
attacks of the infidels with great valour; but that this brave governor, 
having been killed with a cannon-ball, the people by lofing their leader, 
had loft their courage at the fame time, and that the principal inhabi- 
tants. 
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tants, in order to fave the lives and honour of their wives and children, 
had thought themfelves obliged to capitulate, though Sinan, out of a 
perfidioufnefs too often found in thofe Barbarians, had afterwards openly 
violated the capitulation. 

This fidion pafied for a long time as an undoubted matter of fad: all 
over Europe > and the truth of it was not known, till many years after that 
unhappy accident had happen'd. That knight having by dint of money 
found means to get out offlavery, had not only the impudence to appear 
again at Malta ; but managed his intrigues fo artfully, that he got him- 
felf acquitted by the council, of the accufation which had been brought 
againft him for cowardice 5 and that either bccaufe the lords who com- 
pos'd it, thought he had been fufficiently punifh’d by the hardfhips which 
he had endur’d during his flavery, or elfe bccaufe time had in a great mea- 
fure worn off the indignation which they had conceiv’d at his cowardly 
behaviour. 

The baiha, after having ravaged the ifland, demolifh’d the caftle, and 
left terrible marks of his fury in every place, returnM again on board j 
but inftead of failing towards Provence, as the grand matter was always 
for making every body believe he would do, that general fleer’d di- 
redly for Tripoli. The grand mafter was in no fmall confufion when 
he heard the news of it j and in order to repair the fault which 
his obftinacy, perhaps his avarice, had made him commit, he applied 
himfelf to Gabriel d'Aramon, embaffador of Henry II. of France at 
the port, and who was well known to Sinan bafha. That miniftcr 
had come a-friore at Malta in his way from Conflantinople about the 
latter end of the foregoing year, when he returned from thence into 
France j and the king his mafter fending him back to the Levant, he 
palled by Malta, when in fome intercourfe which he had there, he allu- 
red the grand mafter and the convent of that prince’s good will towards 
them. Sinan had left the lfleof Goza fome days before, and the French 
minifter in a converfation which he had with the grand mafter, exprefs’d 
his great concern for his not having arrived fooner at Malta, as his offices 
with the bafha might not perhaps have been unferviceable to the order. 
* l You are not come too late now, replied the grand mafter, and provi- 
“ ded the affairs you are commiffion'd with, will but allow you to go 
4C to Tripoli, we fhall be greatly happy, if, by the deference which the 

minifters of the port pay to the king your mailer's recommendation, 
44 you can but prevail fo far, as to divert Sinan from laying liege to that 
<c place i and therefore, added D’Omedes, I bcfeech you in the name of 
* c Chrift Jefus, and in the name of the king your mafter, who glories 
<e in the title of the moft Chriftian king, to ufe all your endeavours to 
«* effedir." 

What hafte fbever d'Aramon was into continue his voyage, he yet 
thought there were fome occafions in which a minifter is allow'd to guefs 
at his mailer's intentions ; when knowing the great affedion his king 
bore to the order, and in order not to lofe a moment’s time, he went on 
board a light brigantine which the grand mafter furnifh’d him, failed a- 
way for Tripoli, and ordered the gallies that had brought him to Malta, 
to come and join him before the port of that place. 

The bafha had put in at Tachora, which is but four leagues from Tripo- 
li, in order to get intelligence 5 where he had been receiv’d by the Aga 
Motat, who had made himfelf lord of that diftrid; he was a Turkifh 
officer, and had fucceeded Airadin, of whom mention has been already 
made, in that little government. The arrival of the Ottoman fleet, as 
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J obm well as of Dragut, for which he had follicited at the port, gave him a fenfi- 
ble pleafure, which hedifeover'd to Soly man's general by the magnificent 
reception he gave him ; and particularly by a body of cavalry well ac- 
couter’d, with which he prefented him, in order for their ferving at the 
liege of Tripoli. Sinan, after having repos’d himfelf for Some days, dis- 
patched a Moor to that city on horfeback, who carried a white flag like an 
herald. The Moor advancing to the fide of the ditch of the place, plant- 
ed a cane there, with a paper fattened at the end of it, without any di- 
rection who it was for, and cried that he would return the next day for an 
anfwer. 

G a spa r d d e Val i e r, of the language of Auvergne, and marlhal of 
the order, commanded at that time in the place. He was an old knight, 
who had patted through the prime dignities and polls of the order, a man 
univerfally efteemed for his valour, and one who was even look’d upon as 
a perfon highly deferving of the grand mafterlhip, when that dignity 
Ihould become vacant ; but for that very reafon not over- agreeable to the 
grand matter, he being like moll other princes, who do not always behold 
their fucccflbrs with a favourable eye. This might, perhaps, have been 
the motive which had engaged him to fend him out of the way, under the 
honourable pretence of fending him to command in Tripoli : not to 
mention that the marlhal was become odious to him, for the liberty which 
he had taken of differing from him in opinion in council, and of oppo- 
ling his Sentiments without any great fcruple. The governor lent to 
fetch the paper which the Moor had let up, and upon opening it, found 
that it was a cartel or defiance, containing thefe words; “ Surrender 
“ yourfelves to the mercy of the grand feignior, who has ordered 
“ me to reduce this place under his obedience : I will allow you the li- 
“ berty of retiring wherefoever you Shall think fit with your efFe&s ; but 
“ in cafe of your refufal, I’ll put you to the fword.” 

Signed, SINAN BASHA. 

The marlhal, with the concurrence of the council, had another pa- 
per fix’d in the fame place, in which, by way of anfwer, he writ the 
following words with his own hand ; “ The government of Tripoli has 
“ been intrufted to me by my order ; I can’t Surrender it up to any 
“ one, but to him, whom the grand matter and the council of the order 
“ lhall nominate ; and I will defend it againfl: all others to the laft drop 
“ of my blood. 

Signed, THE MARSHAL GASPARD DE VALIER. 

The Moor returning the next day, took this paper and carried it to 
the balha ; who, by fuch a refolute anfwer, faw plainly, that there was 
was no reducing Tripoli, but by force of arms : Whereupon he advanced 
immediately in good order with his fleet, landed his troops and artillery, 
reconnoitred the place, and prepared to lay liege to it. All the garrifon 
at that time in Tripoli, conlttted only in the recruit of two hundred men, 
which were come from Calabria, a company of raw fellows that had 
never Seen fire, and about two hundred Moors, the allies of the order, 
who though of the Mahometan religion, did yet, out of averfion to the 
Turks, do good Service to the Chriftians. Tripoli, as has been already 
obferved, was fcarce tenable, and especially againft a ftrong army, provi- 
ded with a large train of artillery ; and the grand mailers had Several times 
intreated the emperor to take it back into his own hands, or elfe caufe 
it to be fortified, and put in a condition of defence : But Charles V. in 
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order to fave that expence, had always anfwered, that he had given the 
order the feofment of Tripoli, Malta, and Goza, by one and the fame 
deed 5 and that the knights were equally obliged to defend thofe three 
places, or reftorc them all to him $ and that he would not take Tripoli 
back, unlefs they would give him up the iflands of Malta and Goza at 
the fame time. That prince, who was as felf-intercfted as politick, had 
only given them this anfwer, becaufe he was very fenfible, that the 
knights having no place to retire to, but Malta, would, in order to main- 
tain themfelves there, be obliged to day at Tripoli ; and this indeed had 
been the foie motive of their keeping fo weak a place as Tripoli, which 
the narrow circumftances of the order had not allow'd them to fortify. 
And indeed the balha going to reconnoitre the place himfelf, bragged to 
fome officers who attended him, as he was returning from thence, that 
it would coft him but one bold ftroke, and he would carry it by fealado. 
But he judged otherwife of the caftlc, which appear’d to be well fortified 
with bulwarks, and he refolved to attack the place on that fide. 

They had not yet opened the trenches, when d’Aramon the French 
embaffador above-mentioned, arrived on board the brigantine of the or- 
der, who, as he drew near the fleet, falutcd the grand feignior’s flag 5 and 
becaufe he pat out French colours, he was anfwered by all the artillery of 
the (hips. He landed afterwards, when knowing that it is almofi im- 
polfible to fucceed in any negotiations with the minifters of the port 
without prefents, he fent very magnificent ones to the baftia, in order to 
obtain a favourable audience from him. No fooner was it granted, 
but he went to his quarters, and into his tent } when he reprefented to 
him, that the king his mafter had a particular regard and affedion for the 
order of Malta, and that as that fociety was compofed of the mod il- 
luftrious nobility of Chrifiendom, part of which were born his fubjeds, 
he would take it as a fignal favour, if he turn’d the grand feignior’s arms 
another way ; and that his mafter, who was the mod generous prince li- 
ving, would not fail to acknowledge his obligations to him upon that ac- 
count, by prefents fuitable to the dignity and power of fo great a king. The 
baftia, who had contracted a kind of friendfhip with the embaffador, during 
his refidence at the port, opened his mind to him. He (hewed him his or- 
ders figned with the grand feignior’sown hand, by which that prince had ex- 
prefly enjoined him to drive the Chriftians out of Tripoli ; when the baftia 
directing his difeourfe to the embaffador, faid further, that he Ihould lofc 
his head, if he did not obferve his orders. 

D’Aramon feeing that what he asked was not in his power to 
grant, was for taking leave of him, in the intention of making all pofli- 
ble haftc to Conftantinople, in order to fee whether he might be able to 
prevail fo far with the grand feignior, as to make him fend new orders 
to his general : But Sinan, who faw through his defign, forefeeing that 
he, by fuch a change of orders, would be deprived of the glory which he 
flatter'd himfelf he (hould gain by this conqueft, gave him to underftand, 
that he could not let him go away before the fiege was ended $ fo with- 
out having any regard to the law of nations, which he broke in fo no- 
torious a manner, he ordered all the rigging of the brigantine which had 
brought him, as well as the two gallies which were come to join him, 
to be taken out ; but if we except this injufticc, he treated him with all 
the refped which was due to his charade r. 

In the mean time, the trenches were opened, the cannon was planted 
upon batteries ; and in order to hinder the knights from repairing what 
it beat down, the baftu had diftributed all his artillery into three feveral 
V ql. II. Kk batteries. 
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D^medes ^ attcr,cs> cac ^ °f twelve pieces of different lizes, which fired one after an- 
other continually } fo that whilft they were charging again the battery which 
had juft fired, they at the fame time fired another, by which means this kind 
of thunder roar'd on without intermiffion. Happily for the belieged, 
thefc batteries were pointed againft the bulwark of St. James, the place- 
that was beft fortified in all the caftle, and terraffed within, fo that the 
ball only made a hole, and funk down in the terrafs. The Turks had now 
employ'd feveral days to no purpofe in this attack, when a deferter born at 
Cavaillon in Provence, gave the bafha notice that it would be proper for 
him to change his batteries. This villain had been fettled a long time in 
Tripoli ; his religion was in fomc meafure a pledge of his fidelity ; but 
having been feduc’d by a criminal commerce with fomc Moorifh wo- 
men, he had fecrctly renounced the faith, embraced Mahometanifm, 
and being as falfc to the order, as he had been to God, he ftay’d at Tri- 
poli for no other reafon than to ferve as a fpy for the aga Morat, the 
lord of Tachora above-mentioned. 'Twas by his means that he got ac- 
cefs to the bafha, and that he fhewed him that if he was defirous of fuc- 
ceeding in his enterprizc, he muft turn his batteries againft the bulwark of 
St. Barbe, the ftones of which were, as he faid, loofened by the moul- 
dering away of the mortar, which time had confirm'd. 

The renegado’s advice being follow’d, the wall began to tumble a 
few days after ; in vain did the marfhal endeavour to fupply the want of 
that defence by intrenchments, which he marked out behind the breach, 
and within the town, for the continual fire of the artillery, which play'd 
day and night without ceafing upon that very place, killed all the flaves 
whom they employed in that work. Such as were left, obftinately re- 
fufed to fupply their places, and tho’ they beat them feverely, they ne- 
verthelefs would lie down, and fuffer themfclvcs to be baftinado’d un- 
mercifully, rather than rife and go to a place, where they cxpe&ed imme- 
diate death. 

This fright, which began by the flaves, infefted afterwards the Cala- 
brian fbldiers, who were full as great cowards : The greateft part of thofe 
peafants had been put in a little fort fituated at the entrance of the port, 
called the Chatelet, which was commanded by a military ferving brother, 
des Roches by name. This oflicer, who was very attentive to every thing 
that pafTed in his fort, obferving the air and difeourfe of thofe foldiers, 
found it attended with a furly and brutal pride, which made him fufped 
that fome dangerous defign was hatching. Upon his examining dili- 
gently into the matter, he found that thefe Calabrians, who had not 
been ufed to the noife of cannon, and were afraid of being buried under 
the ruins of the fort, had agreed to feize upon a brigantine which lay in 
tho port, and to make their efcape into Sicily. Thefc, in order to hinder 
the governor from either flopping or purfuing them, had refolvcd, be- 
fore they fhould go on board, to leave a match of a proper length near 
the magazine of powder, in order to fet fire to it after their departure, 
and thereby blow up the little caftle. The oflicer confidering that it 
would be as dangerous to let them know that he was inform’d of 
their plot, as it would be to negled it, refolvcd to give private notice 
of it to the marfhal 5 in consequence of which, he took care to draw 
them all out of the fort one after another upon various pretences 5 and 
to prevent all future caballing, they were difperfed up and down in dif- 
ferent places, and among other companies who were thought to be more 
faithful. But this change of place did not produce any alteration in the ill 
defigus of thefe cowards, and ferved only as it were to enlarge the fccne 
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of the confpiracy 5 every one of thefe wretches infected the other foldicrs J 0HN 
with the poifon of their rebellion ; nor did the inhabitants who were 
upon guard with them cfcape the taint. Tis pretended that this fedition 
was privately fomented by fome Spanifh knights, who were enemies to 
the governor. Twas now a kincj of general confpiracy, the Calabrians 
abandon'd their polls thro’ fear j and joining together in a body, encom- 
pafled their commanding officer with theifl fwords drawn, when they 
threaten’d to kill him in cafe he did not oblige the marlhal to fccure them 
their lives and liberties by a fpeedy capitulation. 

The governor, who was fenfible of the dangers to which men are 
expofed in a liege, prepared himfelf againft their coming like a good 
Chriftian, and a true religious, by receiving the facraments; and was 
but juft come from partaking of the holy eucharift, when the Calabrian 
captain advanc’d towards him with trouble and confulion in his looks-; 
when being come, he cry’d out, “ Sir, all your enemies are not in the 
“ Turkilh camp ; you have fome within the town, who are ftill more 
“ dangerous, and 'tis with infinite concern that I am come to tell you, 

“ that my foldiers, in contempt of their oaths, have abandoned their poll, 

“ and refufe to do any more duty. He told him further, that they cried 
“ aloud for a capitulation, uling threats at the fame time, and that he 
** was afraid they Ihould be forced to fubmit to that article, in order to 
“ prevent a greater misfortune." 

The marlhal, diflembling his indignation, went very prudently that 
moment out of the church, and was immediately furrounded by the mu- 
tineers j when he demanded of them with a Hern air, why they were 
not all at their fcveral polls : but he ealily difeovered their rebellious dif- 
pofition by the little refped they Ihew’d him j for they all, as it were, by 
concert, interrupted him with infolent cries : fo that, in order not to ex- 
pofc himfelf to fuch a rabble of furies, all that he then thought fit to fay, 
was, that he was going to call a council of war. He had no fooner gi- 
ven notice of it, but all the knights and officers came about him, when 
without diflembling his trouble and refentment, he cried out, that he had 
lived a day too long, and that he was very unfortunate, lincethc enemy's 
cannon had fpared him, only to make him a lorrowful witnefs of the re- 
bellion, and the perfidioufnefs of his foldiers 5 and thereupon he asked the 
knights their feveral opinions about the condition of the place. The che- 
valier de Poiffi, or de Poiffieu, of the language of France, declared, that N NicoW 
he had examined the breach with the greateft exadnefs j that it was not c. 19. 
fo large but that it might be fupply’d by good intrcnchments, and that 
provided the foldiers would but return to their duty, and take heart, 
they were ftill ftrong enough to repulfe the enemy. 

But a Spanifh knight, named Herrera, who aded as treafurcr, di- Me mo ires de 
reding his difeourfe to him, cry'd out, ** I am not in the leaft furprized viliegagnon. 
“ that you Ihould declare for a longer reftftance in fo weak a place, as . 

“ you are a Frenchman, and that your king has an embaflador at this 
“ time in the enemy’s camp : You are very fenlible, that tho' we Ihould 
“ happen to be taken by ftorm, you neverthelels would have no reafon 
“ to be in pain about your lives and liberties 5 but our fate will be very 
** different, lince being fubjeds to the emperor, the irreconcileable ene- 
“ my of the infidels, we can exped no quarter from thofe Barbarians, 

“ if we do not prevent an affault, and consequently our ruin, by an im- 
“ mediate capitulation 5 and this, added he, is what I think neceflary to 
“ be done for the fafety of my countrymen and my companions." Ci- 
ther officers propos’d, before they Ihould come to fuch a final refolution, the 
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John fending one of thcoldeft and moft experienced knights to vifit the breach, 
and afterwards make his report of it to the council : Whereupon the 
marfhal difpatched the commander Copier to the mutineers at the fame 
time, to acquaint them with this refolution, and to exhort them to re- 
turn to their relpeftive polls, till fuch time as the council Ihould have 
decided the affair. 

Copier, in order to engage them to it, offered them in the mar- 
Ihal’s name to double thei# pay; he affined them, that they were going 
to vifit the breach, and that upon the report which Ihould thereupon be 
made to the council, they would take proper meafurcs to provide for 
their fafety : But he reprefented to them at the fame time, that they, 
by deferting their polls, expofed thcmfelves, before they Ihould have 
time to treat, to the danger of being furprized and forced by the Turks; 
and that the only way to obtain an advantageous capitulation, would be 
to appear all of them in their feveral ports, with an air of intrepidity and 
refolution, and as if they were fully determin’d to give the infidels a warm 
reception. 

The commander’s rcafons, which were feafonably intermix’d with 
tender intreaties, and generous reproaches, made fome impreflion upon 
the mutineers ; but Herrera infinuating to them, that all thefe promifes 
were defignedonly toamufe them, and that the marfhal, who was a po- 
fitive man, would rather be kill’d on the breach than enter into a negotia- 
tion, they renew’d their clamour, and rejetted all the commander’s pro- 
pofals. The marfhal’s refolute courage, and their own cowardice, by an 
odd kind of fatality, did both of them contribute to confirm them in 
their rebellion : for 'ris probable that they would have been wrought 
upon more eafily, had they thought their governor lefs capable of taking 
a defper ate refolution. They all protefted that they would keep together 
in a body till fuch time as the breach had been vifited, and that they would 
not truft to any body’s report thereupon but a Spaniard’s only ; fo that in 
order to fatisfy them, they were forced to fend thither an old foldier of 
their cabal, Guenara by name. This foldier, after having vifited the 
breach, reported that it was eafy to be forced, and hard to be defended ; 
that in cafe the Turks, as no doubt they would, Ihould continue their 
battery, all that was left ftandingof the wall on that fide, would be beat 
down before night ; that there was no portability of making the intrench* 
ments which the chevalier de Poifli had propos’d, and that they would be 
of no other ufe than to throw away the lives of a great number of good 
men. Upon his report, which was calculated for the prejudices of the 
mutineers, they fell into a new rage, and threatned aloud, that if they 
did not immediately put up the white flag, they thcmfelves would make a 
capitulation, and let the infidels into the place. 

The marfhal finding he had neither foldiers nor authority, referred the 
decifion of this affair to the council. Though almoft all the officers de- 
' tefted the infamous defertion of their foldiefs, they yet, after having 
made the moft ferious reflections on the weaknefs of the place, the open 
revolt of thegarrifon, and the failure of fuccqurs from Malta, agreed 
that there was no remedy left but to fubmit to neceflity ; upon which, a 
military ferving brother was order’d to put up the fatal fignal of capitula- 
tion. Sinan, at the fight of the flag, order’d the battery to ceafe, when 
two Turkifh officers came out of the trenches, advanced up to the wall, 
and fignified that the governor might fend deputies to treat. The rebels, 
who were more matters in the place than the governor himfelf, declared 
that they would not fuffer any French knight to be entrufted with the ne- 
gotiation ; 
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gotiation, but took upon thcmfclvcs to nominate for that purpofe the D>( J 0HN 
commander Fufter of Majorca, and Guev^ura, the two fecret fomenters 
of the rebellion. 

These deputies being arrived at the Turkifli camp, were admitted to 
an audience of the baiha } when they told him, that they were ready to 
furrender up the city and the caftle of Tripoli to him, on condition that 
he would give the governor, the knights, the garrifon, and all the inhabi- 
tants affurance of their lives and liberties ; that he would allow them to 
carry off .their effetts, and furnifh them (hips to tranfport them to Malta 
or Sicily. Sinan at firft did not feem averfc to the propofal, but after he 
had reproach’d them with their rafhnefs, as he call’d it, in pretending to 
hold out fuch a weak place againft a royal army, he declared that he 
would not hearken to any treaty, unlefs, by way of preliminary, the 
knights who were in Tripoli would engage to reimburfe the grand feignior 
for all the charges he had been at in that expedition. The deputies repre- 
fenting to him that it was not in their power to make any fuch reimburfe- 
ment, he difmifs’d them roughly, threatning at the fame time, that he 
would put them all to the fword. But as they were going out of his tent, 
they happen’d to meet Dragut, who when he was told the refult of the 
negotiation, was furpriz’d that the baiha had broke it off. The corfair 
pretending to be concerned at the bafha’s being fo rigorous towards the be- 
fieged, deftred them to defer their departure till fuch time as he had 
had a moment’s talk with the general. Upon which, he went immediate- 
ly into his tent, and reprefented to him, that he, by prolonging the liege, 
would run the hazard of mifearryirtg in his enterprize j that fuccours 
might poffibly come to the befieged; that the very defpair of obtaining a 
reafonable capitulation, would ferve the knights inftead of a new fuc- 
cour, and make them more intrepid 5 and moreover, that whatever ftrefs 
he might lay on his artillery, all he would gain by ruining what was (till 
left of the walls and fortifications, would be to leave fo many gates 
open by the breaches he fhould thereby make, for the troops of the order 
to enter at, before he could have leifure to repair them, efpecially in a 
feafon when there was no keeping the fea : adding withal, that he, as a 
politician, ought not to boggle at figning the capitulation, becaufe that 
when he fhould be mafter of the place, he would have it in his power to 
give fuch explications to the treaty, as beft fuited his intereft. 

The baiha readily approved the perfidious advice of the corfair, upon 
which hefentfor the deputies back, and told them, that he, at Dragut's 
requeft, had granted what he h^d refuted on any other confideration. The 
treaty was then agreed to, and the bafha fwore by the grand feignior’s head, 
an oath that is look'd upon as inviolable among the Turks, toobferve ir. 

When the deputies were; going to take leave of him in order to carry the 
capitulation to the governor, he told them, that it would be proper for 
him to come and confer with him, in order to ad juft the number of tranf- 
port vefiels that he fhould want, and the fecurity he was to give for fend- 
ing them back 5 for which purpofe, he would fend one of the principal 
officers of his army into the city, in quality of an hoftage. 

Scarce were the deputies got back into the city, when the officer 
came to the gate, who was immediately let in ; the marfhal had called a 
council of war in order to confider of the mefiage, and to hear the capi- 
tulation read. It was there debated whether it might be confiftcnt with 
the duty of a governor, to go out of his fortrefs alone, and without being 
at the head of his garrifon, but the mutiny of the garrifon made all delibe- 
ration ufelefs 5 and thofe who fecretly fomented the rebellion, and were 
V ol. II. LI , afraid 
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johm afraid of the governor's recovering his authority, maintain’d, that as the 
treaty was figned, the marfhal had no occafion to make any difficulty 
about conferring with the bafha j fo far from that, that it would even 
be imprudent to let him fee, that they entertain’d the leaft doubt of his 
not keeping*his word ; and the rather, becaufe, as it would be impoffible 
for the garrifon and inhabitants to return to Malta, or go over into Sicily 
without his furnifhing tlnm with veffels, they were therefore forced to 
rely entirely on his honour ; and they unanimoufly agreed, that in order 
to (hew him how much they confided in his word, the marfljal fhould 
carry his hoftage back with him : and indeed the rebels were not forry to 
make an experiment, by the treatment which the marfhal fhould meet 
with from the bafha, what they themfelves might expedt from him. 

A garrifon's difpofing in this manner of the perfon of its governor, 
was notto be juftified by any of the laws of war ; but the reader may have 
obferv'd, that ever lince the time that the foldiers had openly rebell’d, and 
which the Spanifh knights had fecrctly fomented, all regard to the mar- 
fhal’s authority, and all notion of the duty of obedience, was as that mo* 
ment extinguifh'd ; and the mutineers had no fooner heard that the bafha 
demanded a conference with the governor, but they forced him with in- 
folent cries to go out of the town, for fear left the capitulation fhould be 
broke off : he went therefore to the camp, attended only by the chevalier 
de Montfort his friend, who was refolv’d never to leave him, and the 
Turkifh officer who had been fent as an hoftage. When they drew near 
the general’s quarters, the officer, under pretence of giving Sinan notice 
of the governor’s arrival, went before, and told him in few words, that 
he had found the foldiers and inhabitants in a terrible confternation, that 
he fancied he had difeovered fomething like a divifion among them, and 
moreover, that he affured him, he might preferibe fuch terms as he fhould 
think proper to the governor. 

The bafha made his advantage of this advice; fo that at themarfhal’s 
coming in, he affumed an air of haughtinefs and pride, an air which fuch 
Barbarians generally put on when fortune has declar’d herfelf on their 
fide ; and immediately ask’d him, if he had brought the money he de- 
manded for reimburfing the charges of the war. The marfhal, without 
difeovering the leaft emotion, anfwered him coldly, that be depended 
upon the capitulation, on his word, and the folemn oaths he had taken to 
maintain it inviolably. “ ’Tis not with fuch dogs as you, replied the 
“ bafha in a rage, that a man is to keep his word ; you and your perfidious 
** comrades, who ow’d your lives at the (iege of Rhodes purely to the 
“ grand feignior’s clemency, who would never have indulg’d you in ’em 
“ as he did, contrary to the advice of his council, had it not been in con- 
“ fiderationof your grand matter's engagement, viz. that the order fhould 
“ never for the future attack his fubje&s, or exercife piracy in his fcas, 
“ but refpeft his flag in all places $ notwithstanding which, in breach 
“ of that treaty, and of all the obligations of gratitude, you were no 
“ fooner fctled at Malta, but you fell again to your old trade of pirating.” 
The marfhal, who could not bear fo unjuft a reproach, replied, that the 
original of the capitulation, figned by Solyman’s own hand, was ftill 
preserved at Malta ; that there was no fuch article in it, and that he was 
ready to fend for it from Malta in order to juftify what he advanc’d. He 
told him moreover, that if he repented of the treaty which he had made 
with the deputies of Tripoli, he might tear it if he pleas'd $ after which, 
fays he, let the fate of war decide to whom the place fhall belong. The 
bafha, provoked at this refolute anfwer, order'd him to be difarm’d, to be 
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put in irons, and fcnt on board his vefiel. The marfrial (till refolutc 
and undaunted, turning himfelf to the chevalier de Montfort, cry’d out, 
“ If you, brother, are allow’d to go back into the city, tell my lieutenant 
“ and the commander Copier, from me, that they confider me no longer 
“ but as a dead man } and as for any thing elfe, that they behave them- 
“ felves as their duty and honour may require of them on this occafion.” 
After the marlhal was gone out of the balha’s tent, he difmiflcd Montfort, 
and allow’d him to return back to Tripoli, upon condition he fliould tell 
the knights who were left there, that if they did not immediately fend 
him the money he demanded, he would have it out of their perfons, 
and thofe of the garrifon and inhabitants, who Ihould be all lold for 
flaves. Montfort had no fooner told this difmal news in the place, but it 
raifed a general indignation among the knights, who all fwore they would 
fight to the laft drop of blood, to revenge the injury which had been 
done to their commander. All talk of capitulation was now at an end, 
they embrace one another, and agree to defend themfclvcs to the laft 
extremity, to die all by each other’s fides, and bury themfelves in the 
ruins of the place. After this, they endeavour'd to infpire the fame fenti- 
ments into the garrifon, but they had not to do with foldiers, much 
lefs with men 5 thofe wretches, infenftble to every thing they could re- 
prefent to them in order to excite their refentment, anfwercd only, like fo 
many women, by their tears, or by a gloomy ftlence. In a word, neither 
femonftrances, intreaties, reproaches, blows, nor any thing they could 
do, could prevail upon thorn to take arms again. The council confider- 
ing that in fo univerfal a defertion it would not be worth while to perfift 
any longer in a fruitlefs defence for the preferving the liberty of fuch re- 
bels, refolv*d to abandon them to their wretched fate, and leave them as 
a prey to the balha, to compound for the liberty of the reft $ upon which, 
they fent Montfort back to the general, to tell him, that it was impofiible 
for the knights to furnilh the fum that he demanded, there being no mo- 
ney in the city 5 but that they would furrender, provided he would only 
give leave to three hundred perfons, whom the council fhould nominate, to 
march out in full liberty. The council, before Montfort went to make 
this new propofal, upon advice that the balha would give no quarter to the 
Moors, who, tho’ Mahometans, had yet ferved the order with great cou- 
rage and fidelity, had given them fuch rewards as their circumftanccs 
would at that time allow, and advifed them to retire to Tunis or Goletta ; 
and in order to fecure their retreat, and prevent their falling into the 
hands of the Turks, they gave them all the horfes that were in the town, 
and they fallied out at St. George’s gate. 

Among thefe Moors were feveral, who having been a long time in 
the fervice of the knights, could not be prevailed upon to leave them in 
this extremity 5 but protefted they would follow their fortune : the 
reft agreed to the propofal, which was made them i but fome of them 
had the misfortune to be furprized, and to be taken in their retreat, be- 
fore Montfort was come back to the camp. They were brought to the 
balha, when they inform’d him that the knights were relolved to defend 
themfelves to the laft extremity, and that when they Ihould not be able 
to hold out any longer, they would blow up all the fortifications, and 
involve their mercilefs enemies in the fame deftrudion with themfelves. 

The balha, ftartled at a refolution which would difappoint him of the 
booty he hoped to gain by this conqueft, and leave him only an heap of 
aihes, was glad to fee Montfort return back j he received him in an ami- 
cable manner, and after hearing what he had to fay, gave him room to 
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John hope that he would at leaft indulge two hundred of the bdieged in their 
liberty. He then fent for the marfhal, in order to conclude the affair 
with him : but before he was brought into his tent, they had oblig’d 
Montfort to go out ; when the governor being brought into his prefence, 
hecry'doutto him, “ Has the night infpir’d you with better refclutions, 
** and are you now difpofed to pay me the fum which I fo juftly demand 
“ of you ? The authority I had in Tripoli, replied the marfhal, ended 
“ with the liberty you bereav’d me of j you muft now apply yourfelf to 
<£ others, and fuppoiing that my brethren might ftill have fome deference 
“ left for my fentiments, I fhall never be for treating on any other con- 
“ ditions, than thofe which you yourfelf agreed to ; for the reft, here’s 
“ my head, difpofe of it as you have already done of my liberty.” 

After this, the bafha took Dragut and the aga Morat afide j and 
whifpering together for fome time, they in all probability fearing they 
fhould find the fame intrepidity in the knights as they had done in the 
marfhal, he drew near to him, when giving him his hand in token of 
peace ; “ Let us talk no more, faid he to him, of new conditions, I 
“ ratify the firft, and agree that all the Chriftians who fhall be found in 
“ Tripoli, fhall have their liberty j you yourfelf are allow’d to go and 
“ affine your companions of it, and bring them out with the garrifon of 
“ the place.” 

But the marfhal miftrufting this change of behaviour, and fearing left 
fome new treachery might be lurking under this facility, which they 
had fhewn in ratifying the firft conditions, excufed himfelf from carrying 
his promife of it, on pretence that his having been made a prifoner had 
put an end to his employment and authority ; and upon his refufal, the 
bafha fent the Turkifh officer who had been before in the place, in qua- 
lity of an hoftage : The mutineers received him with as great cagernefs 
as uneafinefs, when immediately crowding themfelves about him, they, 
without carrying him to the council, prefied him to declare the fubjeft 
of his commiffion. The officer told them, that his general had fent him 
to acquaint them, that he, purfuant to the treaty, would grant an entire 
liberty to all fuch as fhould leave the place immediately ; that he would 
furnifh them with fhips to trantyort them to Malta, and that all he requi- 
red of the foldiers, was to leave their colours and arms in the town ; the 
deferters fet up great fhouts the moment they heard this declaration ; and 
as thofe cowardly wretches had fome days before thrown away their arms 
as an ufelcfs burden, they did not ftay for the orders of the council, or the 
return of the chevalier de Montfort ; but fearing left the leaft delay fhould 
make the bafha change his refolution, and finding the gates of the town 
fhut, they crowded out at the breaches; and the women and children 
following their example, hurried out at the fame gaps. The knights find- 
ing themfelves univerfally abandoned, were at laft forced to take the 
fame courfe ; they all rallied under the walls, and as they were going to- 
wards the camp, Morat aga furrounded them with a body of his Moorifh 
cavalry, and ftripping them, without diftindion of rank or condition, put 
them in irons, and treated them like flaves. 

O f all the Maltefe, des Roches the ferving brother who commanded 
in the little caftle, was the only man that would have the carving of his 
own fate, and who owed his liberty to his courage and refolution. 
The bafha wanted only to poffefs himfelf of that little fort, which being 
as it were the key of the port, commanded it at the fame time : the ge- 
neral’s agent tempted des Roches with glaring promifes, and endeavour'd 
at the fame time to intimidate him with threats of death or perpetual fla- 
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very. But the ferving brother, though he had no more! than thirty men ,i 0HN 
with him, was equally proof againft them all; fo that the Turk was ob- 
liged to raife a battery againft the tower, which was foon beat down. 

Des Roches, unable to hold it out any longer, taking . the advantage of 
a dark night, got with his little company into a bark, and put out to fea ; 
others fay, that he retired fecretly on board the French embaftador's gallics, 
which lerved him for an afylum. 

That minifter could not behold the lofs of Tripoli, and the unwor- 
thy treatment the knights met with from the Barbarians, without the utmoft 
concern. At the firft news he had of it, he ran to the place where they 
had been feized, when he found them lying on the ground in chains, 
half naked, and expofed to the infults of the infolent foldiery. He ac- 
cofted them in terms fuitable to their courage and virtue, and allured 
them that he would go and employ all his endeavours for the recovery of 
their liberty : Upon this, he went immediately to the bafha’stent, andre- 
prefented to him in the ftrongeft terms, that he, by fuch a (hameful piece 
of injuftice, was going to dilhonour himfelf in the face of the whole u- 
niverfc, and that the king his mafter and the other fovereigns of Chriften- 
dom, having fome Iharc in the Ihameful treatment which he fhew'd thofc 
knights, who were moft of them born their fubjeds, would not fail 
therefore either to have redrefsfrom Solyman, or, in cafe helhould refufc 
it, would ufe reprifals upon all fuch Turkilh officers as Ihould fall into 
their hands. The balha gave him an haughty anfwer, and faid, that he 
was accountable for his condud to no one but his mafter, and that he was 
well affined, that prince would not. refent his having hroke his word with 
a company of corfairs, who, from a fcandalous thirft of gain, had fo 
ungratefully violated the promife they had given at thexaking of Rhodes, 
never to difturb any more the commerce of his fubjedsby- their piracies % 
that the governor of Tripoli had in vain endeavour'd to dear them from fo 
well-grounded a reproach, underi pretence -that there was no mention 
made of any fuch promife in the capitulation : “ As if* fays he to d’A- 
** ramon, an hundred thoufand men who were prefent at that liege; 

“ were not witheftesfiifficient, and. that. the grand feigniors condcfcend- 
“ ing to ftoop fo low as to complain of their breach of promife on feveral 
“ occafions, was not infinitely : bey odd all proofs in writing." 

* jiTh e politick embaffador would not difputc it with him, but having 
iccourfe to infinuation, he, by entreaties and prefents, prevailed infenfi- 
bly fo far, as to have the marftial and the moft antient French knights fet 
at liberty ; and the balha, to Ihcwthat he pretended to oblerve pundu- 
ally the fecond treaty, or rather the promife which he had made to Mont-, 
fort, con Tented that two hundred of thofe who had been arrefted Ihould 
likewife enjoy their liberty. But here he came in with anew fetch, and 
chofe them, .as he had done at Goza, out of the oldeft and pooreft of the 
inhabitants. All the reft he kept ftill in flavery , together with foine young 
French, knights, arid all thofe of Spain and Italy/ who were the empe- 
ror’s fubjeds. . ; _ . 

This exception made the embafiador very uneafy : 'Twas with grief 
hie faw that thofe amiable youths his countrymen were going to be expo- 
fed to perils of various natures, which were fo much the more dange- 
rous, as they were feafon’d with luxury and pleafurcs. But he, in order 
to refeue them from thence, ranfom’d them with his own money; and 
as for thole knights who were the emperor's fubjeds, notwithftanding. 
that that prince was. at that time at war , with his mafter, he yet engaged, 
to give the balha thirty Turks, all born of good families, who were adually 
Vol. II. Mm flaves 
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John {laves at Malta in exchange, and to carry them himfelf to Conftanti- 
noplc. Having done fo far, he fet fail for Malta, not fufpe&ing in the 
V/nrV lcaft but that the grand matter would receive him there, as the deliverer 
of his brethren, and arrived in that ifland on the twenty-third of Auguft 
in the evening. This miniftcr, when he went on board his gallics, had 
fent a bark before with a letter directed to the grand matter, in which he 
gave him an account of all the circumftances relating to the taking of 
Tripoli D'Omedcs was greatly furpriz'd at this news, and that which 
gave him ftill more uneaftnefs than grief, was the apprehenftons he was 
under left they fhould impute to him the lofs of fo important a place : 
He was fenfible that complaint had been made in the convent long time 
before, of his having employ'd the money, which ought to have been 
laid out in fortifying that city, in enriching his nephews : That the lofs 
of Tripoli might probably revive thefe complaints, which would occa- 
fion a ftrid examination into his conduct, and perhaps end in his being 
depos’d } in order therefore to extricate himfelf out of fo uneafy a cir- 
cumftance, he refolved to lay things in luch a manner, as to make the 
French embattador’s condud be fufpe&ed, and throw the lofs of Tripoli 
upon that minifter and the marlhal j in purfuance of which, he fent for 
fomc knights his creatures, and taking them into his clofet, fhewed them 
the letter he had juft received from d’Aramon. He at firft broke out on- 
ly in expreflions of grief for the lofs offo confiderable a place; when, as 
if he were unwilling to throw the blame on any body but himfelf, he 
own’d to them with an affeded confufion, that he could never forgive 
himfelf the imprudent ttep he had taken, in having engaged d'Aramon to 
go into Africa, and for having confided in a foreign minifter, whofe 
matter he could not but be fenfible was in a ftrift alliance with the grand 
feignior ; that this embalYador, a cunning and infidious perfon, and who 
was moreover the marihal’s countryman, had infinuated himfelf into his 
confidence, by pretending to intcreft himfelf in the prefervation of Tripo- 
li i that he probably might afterwards have exaggerated the weaknefs of 
the town and the forces of the baiha, and have led him infenfibly by his ar- 
tifices into a labyrinth of negotiations, which had at laft ended in a fcan- 
dalous capitulation. 

The grand matter's creatures, like fo many fervile courtiers, without 
examining whether there might not be fome falfitics in a relation which 
depended merely upon conje&urcs, declared openly their deteftation of 
the embaflador’s pretended treachery. Each of them, in his way, made a 
merit of fupporting thefe conje&ures by new prejudices every whit as 
groundlefs : Some faid, that that minifter wOuld never have deferr'd the 
execution of his mafter's orders, nor have been prevail'd upon to inter- 
rupt his voyage to the port fo eafily as he did, had he not thought he 
could have been more ufeful to him at Tripoli than at Conftantinople $ 
others added, that the great want the king of France had of the fleet and 
forces of the baiha to oppofe them againft thofe of Charles V. made 
his embaflador haften the capitulation of the place to the prejudice of the 
order, the fooner to haften their voyage to Provence ; that the marlhal 
was inexcufable for having concluded it without having firft imparted it 
to the grand matter and the council, in confequence of which it was 
agreed, that he ought to be profecuted for it immediately ; but they, 
ih order to get rid of fo troublefome a witnefs as the embafiador would 
prove, refolved to delay the procefs till after his departure. In the 
mean time, to render him fufpc&ed, and to make as if they miftrufted 
him, the grand matter, at his coming off the harbour, under pretence of 
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its being an unfeafonable hour, would not fuffer the chain to be taken a- 
way j but order'd the cattle guard to be doubled, and took the fame pre- 
cautions as in time of war $ and as if the enemy was return'd to the ifland, 
and lay before the gates of the place. 

The next day the grand matter’s confidents, in concert with him, had 
itwhifper'd abroad, though without naming any body, that Tripoli would 1 
not have fallen fo foon into the power of the Turks, had it not been for 
the embafiador’s fecrct intelligence with the bafha, and the marihal’s 
weaknefs, having fuffer’d himfelf to be guided by d’Aramont's perfi- 
dious advice. This news was told up and down with all the air of a 
great fecret, that was not to be confided but to intimate friends, which by 
being ftill communicated with thcftri&cft charge of fecrecy, became at laft 
the publick talk. Thefc reports improving by the various conje&ures 
which every body added as fancy might fuggeft, foon reach’d, as the 
grand matter had intended they fhould, all the knights houfes, and patted 
from thence to the people : by this artifice, d'Aramonr, unknown to 
himfelf, became in a moment the objed of the publick execration. 

But the grand matter did not ftop here ; for he, in order to make 
him no lefs odious over all Chriftendom than he was at Malta, engaged 
thofe of his cabal to write word underhand to the knights who refided in 
Europe upon their fevcral commanderies, fignifying that the French em- 
battador had betrayed the order, and delivered up Tripoli to the infidels, 
and that had it not been for the wife precautions which the grand 
matter had taken, he would have attempted to feize on the cattle of St. 
Angelo, and put it into the hands of the Turks. Thefe reports were 
ibon fpread over all Chriftendom, and made a great imprefiion on peo- 
ple’s minds. And at laft thofe which they had publifh'd at Malta with 
fo much virulence, came to d’Aramont's cars. T would be impoffible 
to exprefs the furprize he was in when he heard them j he demanded an 
audience immediately, which was affigned him in full council : When 
{eating himfelf by the grand matter, and thinking it would be deroga- 
tory to his chara&er to ftoop fo low, as to refute all thefe falfe reports, 
he only defired him to call to mind, that he had not gone into Africa, 
but for the repeated inftances which he had employ’d in order to en- 
gage him to it 5 and wherein he, to make him fully refolve upon it, 
had mention'd the advantage that would thereby accrue to the Chriftian 
religion, and the great regard and affe&ion the king his matter had for 
the order. He added, that after his arrival in the Turkilh camp, he had 
done all that lay in his power, both to engage the baftia to raife the fiegc, 
and to deliver the knights out of flavery ; that God had blcflcd his en- 
deavours, fo that he had brought them back fafe in his gallies, and that 
as he had engaged himfelf to carry back as many Turks, who were 
(laves to the order, in exchange, he hoped the grand matter would caufe 
them to be delivered to him, that he might perform his promife with 
honour. 

The grand matter anfwered him in few words, and with a very cold 
air, that they Were very much obliged to him for his care ; but as to the 
Turkilh (laves he demanded, he faid he could not do any thing in it ; that 
it was the buluids of the knights who had taken them, to difpofe of 
them as they (hould judge proper, or in cafe of their refufal to part 
with them, it was the marfhal’s bufinefs to make the baiha amends. 
iyAramont might very juftly have replied, that there was a yet (hotter, 
atnd indeed a jufter way left, which was to deliver him back the Spa- 
nHh knights, in order for his furrendering them back to Sinan: But he 
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D’Jmedes t ^ ou 8^ £ i £ would be beneath his chara&er to cxpofe the grand mailer's 
injuftice : fo, without condefcending to complain of it, he went out of 
the port in a few days, and kept on his way to Conftantinople. 

His departure left the grand matter at liberty to go on with the exe- 
cution of his projed 5 for which purpofe he held feveral fecret councils 
with his creatures about that affair : the refult of which was a rcfolu- 
tion to ruin the marfhal. They agreed that in order to anfwer the grand 
matter’s ends, it was now time to bring him upon the ftage in d'Ara- 
mon’s Head j but as they could not fall upon him fingly, for a refolu- 
tion which had been taken in a full council of war, the grand matter and 
thofe who joined with him in carrying on this black defign, thought it 
proper to comprehend the knights who had had the greateft hand in the 
capitulation, and involve them in the fame accufation. His emiffaries 
difperfing thcmfelves up and down among the knights, took care to 
fuggeft to them, that the fuffering fuch a feene of cowardice and prevari- 
cation to pals unccnfured, would be a great fcandal to the order > and he 
himfelf reprefented to the council, though with all the outward fhew of 
grief, that the honour of the order oblig’d them abfolutcly to call the 
marlhal and the other knights to account, for the motives which had de- 
termined them to capitulate : “ In order, (faid d’Qmedes, with a pre- 
** tended moderation) that they may be acquitted if they fhould be found 
“ innocent, or elfe be punilhed, if we fhould have the mortification to 
“ find them guilty.” 

The council finding this propofal very reafonable, voted for an im- 
mediate examination of the affair, and the bringing of the accufed to a 
trial } and refolvcd that three knights of three different languages fhould 
be appointed to take informations about it. The grand matter had no 
difficulty to make the choice fall upon his own creatures ; but as thefe 
commiffaries were religious, and could not in that quality take cogni- 
fance of a capital crime, where the lives of the accufed lay at flake j it. 
was refolved to give them an affiflant, and to put a fecular perfon at the head 
of the commiffion, who, after the examination, and the report of the 
commiffioners, was to pronounce fentence, with refpeff to the nature of 
the punifhment which the fault of the criminals might deferve. The 
artful grand matter, without feeming to be any further concern’d in it, 
than as juftice requir'd he fhould be, pitched upon a fecular officer of the 
ifland, Auguftin de Combe by name, whofe fortune he had made, for 
that employment * he was a corrupt judge, a man capable of doing any 
thing for money. He likewife got another fecular, a Spaniard by birth, 
to be chofen follicitor of the commiffion, who had no merit but that 
of being blindly devoted to his intereft : D’Omedes, by the choice of all 
thefe judges, had it in his power to make the affair take what turn he 
fhould think proper. 

Upon a petition prefented by the follicitor ex officio, the firft ftep 
they took was to arreft the marfhal, and the knights Fuller, de Soufa, 
and Errera, who had had the greateft hand in the capitulation, thpqgh 
after a very different manner. As the lofs of the place concerned the 
emperor, by virtue of his being lord paramount, and that Tripoli ferved 
likewife in fome meafure -to cover his dominions in Italy ; the knights 
who were born his fubje&s, in order to make their court, were not , a- 
fhamed to feize their general themfelves, becaufe he was- a Freqchiqan ; 
and to throw him into an horrible dungeon, where he had not the leaft ; 
light to comfort him. The grand matter fancying' his deftru&ion to be 
inevitable, and that he was no longer oblig'd to ke$p $ny meaCurcs,. 
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thought proper, in order to deprive him of all fuccour, to forbid under D .J 0HM . 
fevere penalties, any knight’s offering to follicit in his favour ; and that 
bccaufe of the enormity of the crime, and that the intereft of the date 
was concerned in it. By another order he enjoined the commiflaries to 
rejett all the reafons he might give for excepting againft the witneflfes } 
and that they, without having any regard either to the condition or the 
reputation of the deponents, fhould admit without diftin&ion the tefti- 
mony of all fuch perfons as fhould offer themfelves, and that they fhould 
not oblige them to be confronted with the accufed : So that, in the 
whole, they could fcarce poflibly have taken furer meafures for the fpeedy 
difpatch of an innocent perfon. 

This new fyftem of law, was the occafion that among the witneffes 
which the follicitor admitted, there appear’d fome who were villains con- 
vitt, as well as fellows that had been guilty of the blackeft crimes ; fuch 
were one Dominick Cabillan, a Spaniard, whofe teftimony was allow- 
ed of, notwithftanding his having been judicially convitted and con- 
demned of forgery; fuch wasYanegas, another Spaniard, who after ha- 
ving renounc’d our faviour, and embraced the Mahometan religion, had, 
to go on ftill in iniquity, fold his own children to the infidels; this 
villain they had fetched back from Africa, purpofely that he might make 
his depofition againft the marfhal 3 fuch, in a word, was one of the gun- 
ners of Tripoli, who had been taken in the very inftant he was going 
over to the infidels, and would infallibly have been executed, but for 
the marfhal’s clemency. All good men were infinitely concerned to fee 
that they were refolved to deftroy that nobleman at any rate ; but the 
cabal was fo ftrong, and they had made his caufe fo very odious, that no 
one durft open his mouth in his favour. 

The chevalier de Villegagnon was the only perfon, who, in fpite of 
the grand matter’s orders to the contrary, was generous enough to under- 
take his defence, wherein he acquitted himfelf with an invincible cou- 
rage. He declared publickly, that it was very extraordinary, fince Tri- 
poli had been loft only by the negligence, and perhaps the avarice of 
thofe whofe bufinefs it was to fortify it, and throw fuccours into the 
place, that they Ihould neverthelefs pretend to make the marfhal refpon- 
lible for another man’s fault. Upon thefe complaints, which were 
thought very rcafonable, that nobleman’s friends, and mod of the French 
knights began to open their eyes, and to reproach themfelves for having 
been made the tools of the paftion and hatred of D’Omedcs. The grand 
mafter, to prevent any effed of their teftimony, and the accounts they 
might fend into the feveral nations of Chriftendom, had recourfe a fecond 
time to the venal pen of his confidents, all whom he obliged to write into 
their refpedive countries as follows ; viz. that the grand mafter being de- 
firous of having the marihal tried for felling Tripoli to the infidels, the 
greateft part of the French knights, out of apprehenfion that his being 
convi&ed of that crime would fix a mark of infamy upon their language, 
had taken up arms, and were adually befieging the grand mafter in the 
caftle of St. Angelo. 

Th i s news, tho’ utterly falfe, did neverthelefs raife a terrible indigna- 
tion againft the French knights in foreign countries, where they were 
never mentioned but as fo many rebels 3 fo that one would have thought 
that the fingle quality of being a Frenchman, was a crime which they 
could not expiate, but by death. 

D’O medes having got the ftart of them by thefe letters, and preju- 
diced the world againft the French, did his utmoft to bring this great affair 
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to a fpeedy conclusion, and before fuch time as the truth could be clear’d 
up. The follicitor ex officio, in concert with him, brought up a fet of 
new witneffes : Villegagnon difcovering immediately that they were 
fuborned, complained of it to the commiffioners, brought them con- 
vincing proofs of the fubornation, and rcprefented to them, that fuppo- 
fing the grand mafter had forbid the marihal, under pretence that it was a 
ftate crime, to except againft them in any manner, that it yet was their 
bulinels to admit at leaft of the teftimony of none but fuch as they knew 
to be men of probity : but thofe knights, being wholly devoted to the 
grand mafter, anfwered him coldly, that that enquiry related only to the 
follicitor of the caufe $ that as for themfelves, their buftnefs was only to 
take their depofitions in the very terms they made them, and that they 
were equally difpofed to hear fuch as he Should produce, either for or a- 
gainft the charge i adding, that they would allow him a week’s time for 
thatpurpofe ; though they had granted the follicitor inordinary two months 
to bring his witneffes together. Above threefcore perfons, all men of 
known integrity, appeared in that fmall fpace of time, and depofed in 
the marshal's favour, and by their teftimony entirely invalidated the de- 
positions which the falfe witneffes had made. At laft the commiffio 
Hers made their report, and the fecular judge pronounc’d fentence in full 
council, which was to this effeft ; That in the lofs of Tripoli, it did not 
appear that the marihal and the other knights had been guilty of any 
treachery or intelligence with the enemy ; that the misfortune was entire- 
ly owing to the cowardice of the Calabrians ; that there were indeed no 
imperial constitutions or laws, which inflitted any punilhment in fuch a 
cafe upon a governor and his officers ; but that by the ftatutes of the or- 
der, degradation was the penalty incurred by every governor, who (hould 
abandon a place with which he had been intruded, without exprefs leave 
from the grand mafter and the council 5 in confequence whereof he con- 
cluded by one and the fame fentence, that the habit of the order and the 
crofs {hould be taken away from the marihal, and from the knights Soufa, 
Errera, and Fufter, as accomplices in the lofs of Tripoli. 

The grand mafter difeovered, by an air of difeontent, that he was not 
any way pleafed with this fentence : the only reafon of his having com- 
prehended the Spanilh knights in the accufation, was in order to prevent 
any fufpicion of his having proceeded againft the marihal merely from a 
national hatred ; and was moreover in hopes that after he had got him 
condemned, he {hould be able to find out occasions and pretences to get 
his countrymen acquitted. This fentence which the judge had pro- 
nounc'd, difconcertcd all his meafures j but in order to remedy it if 
poffible, he reprefented to the council, with a pretended moderation and 
an affe&cd mqdefty, that he thought the judge, in order to put an end to 
fo important an affair, had been a little too hafty in pronouncing fentence 
againft thefe different perfons ; and that he was of opinion, that a great dif- 
ference ought to be made between the fault of each criminal, as well as in the 
different penalties to be infli&ed on them j and that for the prefent, the 
judgment which had been pronounc'd againft the marihal ought to ftand 
good, but that that of the officers ought to be fuperfeded, in order to 
judge each of them feparately, according to the different nature of the 
crimes whereof they flood convi&ed. 

The judge perceiving that he had difpleas'd the grand mafter by 
this general fentence which he had pronounc'd againft all the im- 
peach’d, chang’d his mind, without any fenfe of modefty or Shame, 
notwithstanding his having given judgment but that moment before ; 
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and in order to pacify the grand matter, made a new decifion, by John 
which the Spanifh officers were excluded from the general fentence, in 
which they had been included 5 and declared by way of explanation, 
that altho’ he had condemned them all to the fame penalty, their faults 
were notwithftanding of a very different nature. When the bailiff 
Schilling, of the language of Germany, directing his difcourfe to the judge, 

“ Are not you, (fays he to him with indignation) the moft profiigatc’fel- 
« low living, to change your fentiments in a moment, at the leaft ttgn 
** of the grand matter’s difcontent ? You juft now gave a definitive fen- 

tence, that as the impeach’d had been equally guilty of the fame fault, 

“ they ought all to undergo the fame punifhment 5 and a moment after* 

“ wards, you pretend to feparate the faults, and defer the fentence againft 
44 them.” “ He has fpoke like a wretch as he is,” faid the chevalier dc 
Nuguez, of the language of Caftile j and turning himfelf to the grand 
matter, “ I will never fuffer, (fays he to him) the fentence which has 
“ been pronounced againft the marlhal to be executed, unlefs the 
“ fame penalty be at the fame time infli&ed upon the reft.” 

All the affembly declaring themfelves to be of the fame opinion, 
the grand matter pretended to come into it j but as he was vex’d that his 
prey had in fome meafure efcaped him, and that he could not deftroy 
the marlhal only, as he had propofed to do, he defired to be heard a 
moment ; he then reprefented to them, that altho’ they had order'd that 
all the criminals fhould be punilhed at the fame time, it yet would be but 
juttice to make fome difference between their crimes, and the punilh- 
ment which they defervedi that the marlhal and the chevalier Fufter 
feemed to him more guilty than the reft, the one for having negotiated 
the capitulation, and the other for having abandoned the place of which 
he was governor ; and whereas two fuch great crimes might per- 
haps deferve to be punilh'd with death, he was of opinion, that it would 
be proper for the council to give themfelves no further trouble about it, 
but refer the definitive fentence to the fecular judge, who had already ta- 
ken cognifance of the affair. This corrupt judge having varied in fo 
fcandalous a manner but a moment before, made them rejed him with 
clamour, notwithftanding which, the grand matter infifted pofitively on 
his being nominated 5 but the judge finding that the warmer part of the 
council loaded him with inve&ivcs, would not proceed any further, un- 
der pretence that as he had pronounced fentence already, he could not 
give judgment twice in the fame affair. The grand mafter enrag’d at his 
not being able to carry his point, put off the affair to another time, or- 
dered the fecretary of the council to regifter all that had paffed, and broke 
up the affembly. 

I n the mean time fuch as were enemies to the French king and his 
kingdom, had no fooner heard of the letters which the grand mafter 
had caus’d to be fent into their territories, but they gave out that the 
French embaffador had delivered up Tripoli to the infidels, and had re- 
turn'd back to Malta, in order to let them into that iftand ; and that if 
it had not been for the grand matter’s vigilance, all the knights would 
have been cut to pieces, and Chriftendom thereby have loft a place which 
ferved as a bulwark to Sicily and all Italy. The king highly refenting 
thefe reports, fo derogatory to his glory, and the honour of the nation, 
difpatched a gentleman in ordinary of his houfhold to the grand mafter. 

This gentleman’s name was du Belloy, who delivered him a letter from 
his majefty dated the laft day of December, wherein that prince, after 
complaining grievoufly of the infamous reports, which had been fpread up 
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John and down againft his embaffador, defired him to let him know plainly 
anc * trul y» whether d’Aramon was really guilty of the crimes, which were 
laid to his charge ; “ In order that if he fhould be convi&ed of it, he 
« might punifti him as the greatnefs of his crime deferv’d ; or if he was 
« innocent, he might be juftified, by his teftimony, among foreign na- 
“ tions, where he had been fo barbaroufly defamed.” 

This gentleman’s arrival, and the letter he brought with him, gave 
the grand mafter the utmoft unealinefs : The fpreading of whifpers up and 
down underhand, the fending of anonymous letters, or fubferibing them 
with the names of inconliderable perfons, was a game that was not to be 
play'd with fo great a monarch as Henry II. in an affair which concern’d 
his honour 5 he was now forced to fpeak out plainly, and advance no- 
thing but what he was able to maintain before the face of all Chriften- 
dom. 

D'O m e d E s, in order not to expofe himfelf to any difpute, and to 
extricate himfelf out of the difficulty he was under, laid the king’s letter 
before the council, where it was read ; after which he ask’d the lords then 
prefent, what were their fentiments about the anfwer that fhould be made 
to it. All the afTembly were unanimous in their resolution of writing 
• back to the king, wherein they fhould declare, that the order, far from 
having any reafon to complain of his embaffador’s condud, had no- 
thing but thanks to return his majefty for all the good offices they had 
receiv’d from him, and which engag’d the whole order more than ever 
to an eternity of acknowledgments. The council order’d their Secretary, 
at the fame time, to draw up this letter, or rather to get it ftgncd by the 
grand mafter, and deliver it to the king's envoy, or clfe to the chevalier 
dc Villcgagnon, who was to return back with him. 

D’O m e d e s, who ftill perfifted in his fecret dellgn of deftroying both 
the embaffador and the marfhal, foon repented of his having referr’d to 
the council, the anfwering of a letter which had been direded to himfelf 
only; in order therefore to elude the proofs which might be drawn from 
it in favour of the perfons accufcd, he fent for the fecretary, and without 
letting him know what ufe he defigned to make of the letter, he only 
told him, that as it was direded to a great king, and related to an affair of 
fo delicate a nature, the terms of it could not be too well weighed ; for 
which reafon> he faid, he had a' mind to confer with him about it at lei- 
fure ; and that in cafe the French gentleman, or de Villegagnon fhould ask 
for it, he fhould find out fome excufe to difpenfe his giving it to them : 
and then recommending fecrecy to him, he difmifTed him. 

Villegagnon having let fome days pafs over, and finding that 
the fecretary, during that time, had not taken care to execute the orders 
of the council, he asked him the reafon of it. The fecretary, purfuant 
to the grand matter's orders, excufed himfelf on the fpecious reafon of a 
multitude of bufinefs ; and in order to amufe him, promis'd to bring him the 
letter as foon as pottible : But whole weeks pafs'd away, without their being 
able to get it out of his hands. Thefe pretended delays made Villegag- 
non fufpeft that they had fome ill deftgn again upon the anvil s and in 
order to trace it to the bottom, he exerted himfelf to the utmott, and 
moreover fet all thofe knights to work, who like himfelf had interefted 
themfeives in the marshal's defence. At laft he difeovered, as he himfelf 
relates, that the grand mafter had had fome fecret conferences with the 
judge who had tried the impeach'd ; that he had reproach’d him with his 
weaknefs, in having defifted from his commiffion, upon the complaints 
which bad been rais'd againft him in the council ; that the grand mafter 
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had Taid further, that he was ftill ftrong enough, in fpite of the oppolite D ^ 0HH 
cabal, to get a revifion of that very profecution referred to him j but 
that he would never forgive him, if he fhould vary a fecond time in his 
fentence; and that he, to oblige him to keep his word, would needs 
force him to iign a bond to pay him five hundred ducats of gold, in cafe 
he did not aft in the whole profecution cxaftly as he Ihould preferibe him. 

The perfonsfrom whom Villegagnon had this advice, told him fur- 
ther, that the judge, through the fear he was under of lofing his poft as 
well as the grand matter's favour, had promis’d and fign’d every thing he had 
requir'd of him ; that the grand matter, after having got this fecurity from 
him, delivered him a memorial containing certain fafts and articles, which 
he was to interrogate the marflial upon; ordering him at the fame time, 
that in cafe he cither denied them, or fhould refufe to anfwer, to put him 
to the torture, in order to force him, by the violence of the torments, to 
own that he had delivered up Tripoli to the Turks, purely upon d’Ara- 
mon’s follicitation. They likewife informed him, that the grand matter 
had own’d to the judge, that the hopes of extorting this confefCon from 
him, in order to fend it to the king, had been the only reafon of his having 
fo long deferred giving an anfwer to that prince’s envoy, and that it waS 
the only way he had left to extricate himfelf with honour out of an affair, . 
in which both his dignity and glory were endanger'd, and which could not 
be fecured, but by the deftruftion of the perfons impeach’d: 

Villegagnon does not name the perfon to whdm he ow'd the 
difeovery of the plot 5 either becaufe he had been engaged to fecrccy, of 
elfe perhaps becaufe it came from the judge himfelf, who might well be 
afraid to take upon himfelf, without leave of the council firft obtain’d, td 
put one of the great officers of the order to the rack ; and Was therefore 
not forty that the rumor of this plot might prevent its execution, and at 
the fame time fave him the conftderable fum, he had fo imprudently ob- 
lig’d himfelf to pay to the grand matter. Be that as it will, Villegagnon 
having a full account of this horrible defign, went to the council, and 
demanded in the name of the king’s envoy, that they Would deliver him the 
letter which he was to carry to that prince, reprefenting that if they fhould 
deier his departure but never fo little, the feafon would be fo far advanc'd 
that there would be no venturing out to fea. “ However, added Villc- 
“ gagnon, in cafe the council fhould have changed their fentiments, it 
“ may perhaps be fufficient, in order to convince the king of his em- 
“ baflador’s innocence, to fend him the refult of the commiffioners exa- 
“ minations, together with a copy of the fentence pronounc'd by the fo 
“ cular judge; by which inttruments alone, that monarch will fee plainly, 

“ that the capitulation of Tripoli was not in the leaft owing to any 
“ treachery or intelligence of d'Aramon’s and the marfhal’s with the inf!- 
“ dels ; but that the lofs of it, was Wholly owing to the cowardice and 
*• rebellion of the Calabrian foldiers.’* 

A knight of the priory of Aquitain, who Was a gteat partifan of d’O- 
medes, replied, that all the king defired, was to be informed of his em- 
baffador’s conduft in Africa, and that therefore they were only to an- 
fwer to that point. The grand matter was overjoy’d to meet with a man^’ 
who oppos’d the propofal of Villegagnon, whom he judg'd to be too able 
a man, to require a copy of the proceedings againft the impeach’d, bat 
with the view of carrying the king the moft irrefragable proofs of d'Ara- 
mon's innocence. And finding that that French knight was always 
thwarting him, he tternly asked him, where he had learn'd that the order 
Was obliged to give fecular princes an account of their criminal proceed- 
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ings againft their knights. “ I never intended, replied Villegagnon, to 1 
“ advance fucha propofttion: All that I dcftgn’d, was, that in lieu of the 
“ letter which the council ordered, and which has not been yet drawn 
“ up, the king might think it fufficient for his minifter’s juftification, to 
“ have the teftimony of the very judge of the impeach’d, who declares 
“ in the fentence, that his minifter had not been guilty of any unlawful 
“ practice, or criminal intelligence with refped to the capitulation. 

“ However, lince you order me, continued the knight, addrelling him- 
“ felf to the grand matter, to give you an account of my particular 
“ reafons for defiring that copies of thofe proceedings might be fent to 
“ France, I will give it you, with all the opennefs and fincerity which I 
“ profefs, and at the fame time with all the deference and refpeft I owe 
“ to you, and to the auguft aflembly, before which I fpeak.” 

Then railing his voice, and putting on a noble and refolute air > 

“ There hath been for fome days paft. Sir, (continued he, ftill addrelling 
" himfelf to the grand matter) a report fpread abroad, which refletts 
“ highly on your honour 5 which is, that in a private conference that 
“ pafs’d between you and la Combe, you agreed to carry on a new pro- 
“ fecution againft the marfhal ; that that unjuft judge has engaged to 
“ put him to the rack, and to force him by the violence of the torture 
“ to confefs crimes he was never guilty of : japon which, he is to con- 
“ demn him to death, and that after his execution, his confelfion is to be 
“ given, inftead of the letter which the council has ordered to be written 
“ to the king. This, we are told, is the only rcafon of that pretended 
“ delay, which the fecretary makes in giving the letter to that prince’s 
“ envoy.” 

The grand matter fell into a paftion at this difeourfe, when darting 
fire from his eyes, and all inflamed with rage, he commanded him to de- 
clare publickly from whom he had fuch fcandalous reports. “ The 
“ name of the author is not at prefent the bufinefs, (replied Villegagnon 
“ with great modefty) the only queftion at this time, is, to know from your- 
“ felf whether the fad be true or falfe." “ Utterly falfe," cry’d the 
grand matter. “ Declare, Sir, then before the whole aflembly, replied 
“ Villegagnon, that you acquit your judge of the fum of five hundred 
*■ ducats of gold, which he ftands bound to pay you, in cafe he docs not 
u pafs fentence of death upon the marflial.” At thefe terrible words the 
grand matter immediately changed colour, and appeared in the utmoft 
confulion * his head was quite turned, fo that he was not matter of him- 
felf i when being inrag’d to fee himfelf attack'd fo warmly by one of 
his inferiors, he fell upon him with a torrent of abufive language. But 
Villegagnon thinking he had done fufficient in having acquainted the 
council with his ill defigns, withdrew from the aflembly j the members 
Whereof, being juftly incenfed at all thefe villainous confpiracies, ap- 
pointed another judge, and ordered the fecretary, under very fevere pe- 
nalties, to lay afide all affairs, and deliver that very day to the king’s en- 
voy* or to Villegagnon, the letter which had been written to that prince, 
in the form, and in the very words, in which he had been dire&ed to 
draw it up. 

However pofitive thefe orders might be, the fecretary, who was 
one. of the grand matter’s creatures, durft not execute them without firft 
confulting with him about itj he therefore went privately to his pa- 
lace, wrote the letter before him, gave a new turn to it 5 and inftead of 
taking notice in it, as the council had ordered him to do, thatd’Aramon,. 
far from having contributed to the lofs of Tripoli, had on the contrary 
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done all that lay in his power to keep the baflia from laying liege to it $ John 
he, I fay, inftead of thefe terms, fo very cxprefs in favour of d’Aramon's 
innocence, inferted a claufe which related only to the time of the wri- 
ting of that letter j and moreover made the grand mafter fay, that the 
council had not as yet difeovered any thing, wherewith they could charge 
d’Aramon. D’Omcdes by this claufe, and under pretence that new im- 
peachments might arife, referved to himfelf a power of reviving, on fomc 
other occafion, the impeachment that had been brought againft d’Ara- 
mon. 

The letter drawn up in this manner, and dated the 17th of Novem- 
ber, was deliver’d to Yillegagnon, who foon faw through the artifice : 

Upon which, he carried it immediately to the council to complain about 
it i when the lords of which it was compos'd, alham'd of fuch a feries 
of frauds, took upon themfelves to draw it up, which the grand mafter, 
after what had patted, durft not refufe to fet his hand to. 

That lord, after thanking the king for all the marks of kindnefs, 
with which he had been pleas'd to honour him, added thefe very words, 
as M. de Thou, a famous Hiftorian, who was alive at that time, relates : 

“ As to what your majefty defires of me ; I, in order to fatisfy your 
“ will and command, declare, that d’Aramon arriving here on the firft 
** day of Auguft with two gallies and a brigantine, and having been re- 
** ceived according to his quality, fliew’d us the order you had given 
“ him at his fetting out for Conftantinople, to vifit us in his paflage, and 
“ to allure us of your difpolition to ferve us ; whereupon we defir ed him 
<c to go over into Africa, and endeavour to diftiiade the balha from lay- 
“ ing liege to Tripoli, if he had not already . inverted it 5 or that in, 

<c cafe he Ihould find it a&ually belieged, to make ufe of your majefty’s 
** glorious name, and his own credit, to engage him to raife the liege : 

** that d’Aramon cheerfully embraced this occafion of doing fervice to 
“ the order j but that the Turkilh general having been deaf to all his in- 
“ treaties, he returned hither, without having been able to prevail in any 
“ one article $ that he declared publickly before the council of our order, 

“ how highly he was concern'd for the lofs of Tripoli ,• alfuring us with- 
“ al, that he had omitted nothing in his power, that might contribute to 
“ the giving us the fatisfa&ion we defired of him, as having your ma-. 

«* jelly's exprels commands to that purpofe. Moreover we, in order 
** that the whole world 'may be acquainted with the true fource of this 
** misfortune, have caus'd informations to be taken on all fides ; and af- 
« ter the ftrideft enquiry that could polfibly be made in this affair, we 
** have not difeover’d any thing that could any way induce us to believe, 

** that d’Aramon ever contributed in the leaft, or ufed any follicitation 
« whatfoever for the furrender of the place; fo far from that, our 
“ knights, who had been made prifoners at that time, inform’d us on 
“ their return, that hewas not only clear of all manner of blame; but 

had moreover oblig’d our order by an infinite number of good offices. 

“ The report therefore, which has been rumour’d up and down to the 
“ contrary, is very unjuft, and againft all manner of reafon, &c." 

* This letter, a copy whereof is in my cuftody, (fays M. de Thou at 

* the end of his feventh book) was afterwards fent by the king to all his 

* embaftadors, in order for itsibeing publilh’d in the courts of the fc- 
« veral princes where they refided." By this means they put a Hop to 
the ill reports, which the Imperialifts had fpread abroad, fo very prejudi- 
cial to the honour and reputation of the. French. The whole nation 
ow'd this fignal piece of fervice to Villegagnon's zeal and addrefs ; and as 
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D’JmeLs- this knight was nolcfs a matter of his pen, than he was of his fword, ht 

KSY\J publifhed an excellent memorial at Malta, which he difpen'd over all 
Europe, and which is ftill preferved 5 by which it is manifeft, that the grand 
matter, from a principle of avarice, and an invincible obftinacy, had divert- 
ed the fuccours, which might poflibly have faved Tripoli, another way. 
Which memorial, dire&ed to the emperor Charles V. is inferted among 
the proofs in the appendix. 

As for my own part, without pretending however to fpeak in a dech 
Eve manner, in fo nice an affair j I cannot think but that the treachery 
of the renegado of Provence, who difeovered theweakeft places in Tri- 
poli to the Turks j the rebellion of the foldiers 5 the great fear the two 
Spanilh knights were in, and their intelligence with the mutineers ; and, in 
a word, the governor’s too eafy credulity, and the grand matter’s pofitive- 
nefs againft putting any fuccours into the place, were thecaufe of their 
hafty capitulation, as well as the reafon why the befieged, before their taking 
fuchattep, did not, like their predeceffors, hold out, tillfuch time as they 
fhould be reduced to a greater extremity. The marfhal paid fufficiently 
afterwards for his imprudence in going out of his fortrefs, by the long im- 
prifonment he fuffer'd ; but the grand matter, who, as we have already ob- 
ferved, caufed the other impeach’d knights to be arretted for mo other 
reafon, but becaufe he could not feparate their caufe from his, got them 
pardon'd as foon as poffible : and as in all kinds of government whatever^ 
that man who has the difpofal of the preferments and dignities, is gene-’ 
rally matter at the fame time of the votes, d’Omedes hadintereft enough 
to engage moft of the great croffes who compofed the council, to confent 
to their being fet at liberty. 

A t the very time when the order was in the greateft confufion from 
thefe domeftic broils, Leo Strozzi prior of Capua having quitted the poft of 
general of the gallics of France, from a refentment he entertain’d againft’ 
the firft minifterof that crown, prefented himfelf before the harbour of 
Malta, and fent to ask the grand matter leave to enter into it. But that 
prince, who was jealous of every thingthat came from France, was harfh 
enough to refufe it him ; and either from the apprehenfions he was un- 
der of the prior’s inclination to favour the marfhal’s party, or elfeoutof 
zeal for the emperor’s interefts, and his own refentment at Strozzi's having 
but a little while before carried two gallies and feveral merchant Ihips out 
of the road of Barcelona, he fent him word that he would give orders for 
his being fir’d at in cafe he did not retire immediately. An anfwer in fuch 
violent and menacing terms, and fo very unufual in a republick, de- 
priv'd the prior of any place of refuge in all Chriftendom, and of any other 
afylum but the fea and two gallies ; fo that- in cafe he fhould be purfued 
by any body of corfairs who were ftronger than himfelf, or fhould be 
caught in a ftorm, he could not put into any of the emperor's ports with- 
out being in danger of being arretted } nor could promife himfelf any 
greater fecurity in thofe of the duke of Florence, who was a mortal enemy 
to all the Strozzi. He would not have met with abetter reception in the 
harbour of Genoa, where Doria, the emperor's admiral, commanded 5 a 
general over whom the prior had gained feveral advantages during the 
time he commanded the gallies of France ; a kind of affront, which a man 
would be very glad, if poffible, to concdbl from himfelf, but which he 
fcarce ever forgets, or is ever brought to forgive. - There was no Other J 
afylum left for the prior, but the ports of France, a kingdom which he 
had ferved with fidelity as well as fucccfs : he would have been left fafe- 
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here, than in any other part of Europe. Envy, that infeparable attendant D .J*“* Ef s 
upon glory, had drawn upon him the enmity of the whole family of 
Montmorency : the conftable, who was both prime minifter and favourite 
to Henry II. had found means to render him fufpe&ed to that monarch j 
and at his return to Marfeilles from the expedition of Barcelona, he had 
fecret notice given him of a defign they had to arreft him j and moreover, 
that 'twas expe&cd Francis de Montmorency ,the conftable’s eldeft fon, would 
fucceed him in the command of the gallies. 

The prior therefore, in order to prevent this ill treatment, wenton board 
his own galley » and .being followed by that of his brother, got by dint of 
rowing over the chain of the harbour, and made his way to the open fca.j 
wjaen finding himfelf fafe, he fent back his ftandard of general to the 
Iking, together with a letter which M. de Thou has tranfmitted to us, the 
purport of which is as follows 5 That as he was not born his fubjed, he had 
not engaged in his fervice from any other motive, but the delire of ac- 
quiring glory j buf jthat now he had no other way left, either to preferve 
his honour or his fife, which was rhreatned, but to abandon France, and 
to withdraw out of the reach of the ill defigns of his enemies $ who, not 
finding any more effedual way to prevent his proving his innocence, and 
prevent his juftificatipn at the fame time, had refolved to have him aflalli- 
nated ' “ I therefore befeech your majcfty,faid he, from your wonted good- 

“ nefs, to pardon me for having left your dominions without your leave : 

“ and I dare flatter my felf fofar as to hope, that you may probably one 
“ day regret me,when the events of war fhall give you occafion to compare 
“ my fervices with the exploits of thofe who are going to fupplymy 
“ place.” 

H e wrote afterwards to the fame effed, to the two feigniors de Strozzi, Memoiresde 
his brothers : by which he told them, that he was ready to give the king Tom™™'’ 
fatisfadion as to his condud, and in order not to prejudice their fortune, 
he promis’d never to engage in any meafures againft France : “ My refolu- 

tion,fays he, being to make war upon the infidels, for the fervice of my 
“ order.” This was the occafion which had brought him to Malta } when 
being obliged to quit thatcoaft by the grand matter's unjuft orders, and 
though he had no ammunition and provifions, but about twenty quintals 
of bisket, which a knight, a great crofs, and his particular friend, had furnilh- 
ed him with privately without the knowledge of d’Omedcs; he flood out 
to fea, and failed for the Levant in company with the commander de Mar- 
tines, a Navarrefe knight, who was refolv'd never to abandon him. The 
prior landed afterwards in one of the ports of Sicily, and as that comman- 
der was . the emperor's fubjed, and was perfonally known to that prince, 
he fent him to his court, to reprefent to him that he had quitted the fervice 
of France, and was a&ually going to make war upon the Turks and infi- 
dels, his majefty’s enemies, and therefore hoped he would give him leave 
. to put into his ports, and there bring whatever prizes he might take. Upon 
this, he continued his courfe without fleering diredly for any place $ when 
his provifions afterwards falling (horr, hefeiz'don fuchashccould meet 
with, without diftin&ion, from all Chriftian vefiels that came in his way, 
not excepting even thofe of his own order, always protefting that nothing 
but neceflity could have forc'd him to it. He kept an exad account of 
every thing he had taken,promifing to indemnify the owners for it one day 
or other, and Ailing himfelf The friend of God alone , he cruis’d up and 
down the Mediterranean during a whole fummer together, during 
which time he took fuch confiderablc prizes from the infidels, that he at 

Vol. II. Pp his 


Digitized by ^.ooQle 



i 4 6 THE HISTORY Of 

j o h n his return found himfclf matter of an hundred thoufand crowns : Ashe 
rjjy JJJJ was failing along the coaft of Calabria, he met the commander de Mar- 
tines, who had procur'd him a very ample fafe-conduft from the emperor; 
and that prince, who was an excellent judge of merit, and had an ad- 
mirable talent at bringing over the generals of his enemies to his fervice, 
had empower’d the commander to offer his friend an annual penfion of 
1 2000 crowns, with the command of twelve gallies, and a promife of the 
poft of admiral after the death of Doria. The prior, who ttood in the 
utmott neceffity of that prince’s protection, either from a view of fhel- 
tering himfelf in his ports, or in order to return back into Malta, did 
not abfolutely decline the offer ; but as he had already promis'd his bro- 
thers, who were ftill devoted to the interefts of France, never to bear 
arms againtt that nation, he fpun out the negotiation of Martines : and 
the viceroy of Sicily, upon advice that his matter was defirous of en- 
gaging the prior in his fervice, gave orders that he fhould be ad- 
mitted, together with his gallies, into all the ports of the ifland j and did 
not, for his own part, omit either prefents, or any of thofe blandifhments 
which courtiers know fo well how to employ, whenever they are to 
bring about any of their matter's dcftgns. The prior was equally polite, 
but told him, “ That he could not enter into any engagement till fuch 
“ time as he had conferr’d with the grand matter and council of the 
** order about it.” He therefore, under pretence of founding how they 
flood affeded, fent one of his officers thither with directions to acquaint 
his beft friends with his happy return : He fent alfo at the fame time, and 
by the fame officer, a fine ornament deftgn'd for the altar of St. Mary 
de Philermo, which he had got made at Meffina ; and as an indirect re- 
proach on the grand matter for his hard ufage, he had caus’d thefe words 
of St. John to be embroider'd on it : He came unto bis own, and his 
own receiv’d him not . 

After he had thus given proofs of his devotion, he gave others of his 
probity : and as nothing but the moft urgent neceffity could ever have 
forced him to feize on the provifions of Chriftian veffels, he caus'd pro- 
clamation to be made by found of trumpet in all the fea-port towns of 
the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, whereby he declar’d that he had 
depofited' a confiderable fum at Meffina for the payment of all fuch per- 
fons as he had been forced to plunder of their provifions and ammunition, 
/ whilft he was cruifing up and down. He would needs pay them both- 
the intereft and principal j which was executed with fo much exadnefs, 
that he gain'd no lefs reputation for his equity and difinterettednefs, than 
he had before done for his skill in the arts of war : two qualifications, 
which though they mutt be united in order for the forming a great man, 
are yet very rarely found to center in the fame perfon. 

The grand matter hearing of the prior's return, and being informed of 
the emperor’s views, he, in order to bring them about, and force the 
prior to engage in his fervice, declared openly, that he continued ftill in 
the fame fentiments j and therefore was refolved not to receive him into 
Malta. But Strozzi’s friends, who were fomeof the moft confiderable men 
in the order, fent him word, that d'Omedes fhould not have it in 
his power to refufe him entrance into the pott a fecond time. Upon 
their letters, he immediately goes afiiore, arrives at Malta, gets into a 
skiff, and lands without giving the grand matter any previous notice of his 
return : when a great number of knights, who admir’d his valour, came 
in a body to meet him. Thus attended, he goes up to the palace, falutes 
the grand matter with that noble affurancc which vertuc infpires, though 
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ftill with the refpe& that was doe to his dignity * when he tells him, that J 0HM 
having advice that the Turks threatned the ifland with anew invafion, he 
was come to offer him his fervice, and to join, as he was obliged by his 
profeffion, with his brother knights in the common defence of the order. 

The grand mailer diflembled his furprize, and the fecret uneafinefs he felt at 
his arrival. D’Omedes was at that time at variance with the council, who 
complained that he, from a fcandalous principle of avarice, had on one pre- 
tence or other got all the eftates of the order into his hands. The pre- 
fence of fo illuftrious a knight as the prior of Capua, might ftrengthen 
the party of the malecontents : but as the grand mailer's difpoiition and 
condud, was wholly regulated by that of the imperial court, and being 
feniiblc that the emperor was deiirous of getting the prior into his fervice, 
he received him in an amicable manner, and treated him with great de- 
monilrations of kindnefs. He likewife defired him, after he had repos’d 
himfelf a while, to vifit all the iiland, and to give himfclf the trouble to 
examine all fuch places, as flood in need of being fortified: Bomboft, 
grand bailif of Germany, the commander Lewis de Laftic the marfhal's 
lieutenant, and Peter Pardo a Spanifh engineer, being joined with him»in 
this commiflion. 

These three commiflioners, after having travelled over the whole 
ifland, and carefully obferv’d all its various fttuations, made their report 
to the council ; whereby they reprefented, notwithftanding that the town, 
which was the refidence of the convent, was fortified by the Caftle of 
St. Angelo, it yet was overlooked and commanded by mount St. Julian, 
a flip of land that jutted out into the fea * that it would be neceffary to 
fortify the town on that fide with new works, and to build a fort upon 
that mount, in order to hinder the approach of the enemy : that the port, 
or MarzaMuzet, lay open, and was defencclefs, and that the only way 
to keep the enemies fleets from entring it, would be to build a new 
town upon mount Sceberras, as being the moft difficult place of accefs 
in all the ifland; that they would do well to transfer the convent thither 
one time or other, and that in the mean time, they could not be too 
expeditious, for the fecurity of port Muzet, in building a fort upon the 
point of that rock, in order to defend the entrance of the harbour: And 
he concluded with prelfing the grand matter, and the council, to fortify 
all thofe necks of land which were much longer than they were broad, 
and which, by their intervals, form’d a like number of ports, they being 
exaftly fhaped like the fingers of a man's hand. 

The council, after a mature examination of the report of the com- 
miflioners, and the fcheme which they propofed of the works, refolved 
to fet about them immediately. But as the order wanted a fufficient fund 
to carry on fo many different works at the fame time, and that the very 
building of a new town would have drained their treafury ; all they could 
do was only to fortify the town with new baftions on that fide where it was 
overlooked; to add flanks and cafemates to it, to fink and widen the 
ditch, fo as to let in the fea- water i and that till fuch time as they might 
be able to build a new town upon mount Sceberras, they agreed, con- 
sidering the importance of that poft, to begin with building a caftle there. 

With four little baftions or bulwarks, and to place them in fuch a man- 
ner, that they might ferve at the fame time for the defence of the city, 
which they defined one day to build in that very place. 

After the council had thus refolved on thefe fcvcral works, the three 
commiflioners divided the direction thereof between them. The grand 
bailif took upon himfelf the dire&ion of the fortifications which they 
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D’Omedis- P r 0 P°^ c< * t0 add t0 town 5 the prior of Capua undertook that of the 
V/YV cattle, which was to be built on the point of the rock or mount Sce- 
berras ; and the commander de Laftic was pitched upon to have the 
direction of the other fort, which they propofed to raife upon mount 
St. Julian. 

These three commifiioners, who were infpir’d with an equal emu- 
lation, after having fent for mafons and workmen from Sicily, carried 
on their feveral undertakings without the lead intermiffion. The pea- 
sants of the ifland were employ’d in digging the ground and carrying the 
materials. The knights in general, to pufh on the work briskly, were 
continually in the work-houfes, relieving one another by turns : and all 
the different orders of the date, as well knights, astownfmen and pcafants, 
applied themfelves to it with So much ardour, that in lefs than fix months 
time, the town was in a condition not to ftand in fear of a liege, and 
the cattle of mount Scebcrras was finifhed and well provided with ar- 
tillery : they call’d it the fort of St. E/me, in memory of a tower of that 
name, which Serv’d to defend the entrance of the port of Rhodes i and the 
other fort which was built upon Mount St. Julian, was called the fort St 4 
Michael. 

S o great was the diligence us'd in the carrying on of thefe works, that 
we are indifpenfibly oblig’d to do juftice in this place to the generous dis- 
intereftednefs of all the knights of that time, both of fuch as were adually 
in the convent at Malta, as of thoSe commanders who were at a diftancc 
from it : all of thefe, agreeable to their vows, and from a noble contempt of 
felf-intcreft, brought their money and plate to the treafury 5 and the private 
knights, who had nothing they could call their own but their gold chain, 9, 
kind of ornament which they wore at that time, gave them with pleafure 
to contribute to the payment of the workmen : an example which has 
been imitated in our days, when upon the report of a mighty armament, 
which, as was given out, the Turks intended to employ againft Malta, 
Several knights without waiting for a Summons immediately transported 
their perfons and fortunes thither $ and Some who were old and infirm 
Sent all their cffe&s beforehand, with their plate, which they had con- 
verted into Specie. 

Twould be impoflible to exprefs the joy and fatisfa&ion, which th$ 
whole body of the knights, as well as the inhabitants of Malta, broke out into 
at the fight of thefe forts 5 which, by the diligence of the diredors, feem’d 
as it were by a kind of miracle to have Sprung out of the earth, and to Se- 
cure the whole ifland from the incurfions of the infidels. The grand matter 
and council were highly extolled on this account, but the fincerer and 
better part of the clogiums redounded to the honour of the three com- 
mifiioners, and particularly to the prior of Capua, who by his skill in forti- 
fication, by his zeal and continual application, had built a fort which 
defended the port Muzet, and which deferv’d to be confider’das the prin- 
cipal key of Malta. In the warmth of thoSe Sentiments of efteem and 
gratitude, which all the convent exprefs'd for this illuftrious prior. Several 
of the chief knights of the order declared that there was now nothing 
wanting for their Security but only to fee him their grand matter : and as 
d’Omedes was very old, all their wiflies declared already in his favour. 

The grand matter could not hear thefe reports without a Secret vexation, 
and as if the very fight of his SuccefTor would have contributed to the fhort- 
ning of his days, he, under pretence of interefting himfelf in making the 
prior's fortune, endeavour'd by all manner of artifices, to remove him from 
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his prefence, and fend him from Malta. In purfuance of which, he prefled jj/J 011 * 
him in the warmeft manner, to enter into the emperor’s fcrvice s but the 
prior, who, next to the Houle of Medicis, hated no body fo much as he did 
Charles V. their protettor, told the grand matter in plain terms, that he 
could never fo much as think of fighting againft France, and againtt a 
king to whom he had formerly plighted his faith $ and that no, hopes of ad- 
vancing his fortune fhould ever make him engage in what he conceived 
was contrary to his honour, whatever refentments he might juftly entertain 
againft the min ifters of France. 

D’O m e d e s finding he was refolv’d not to leave Malta, and not being 
able to endure him there, he, in order to fend him from thence, and gee 
rid of him on another pretence, propofed to him the undertaking of an 
expedition upon the coaft of Barbary, and the putting of him at the head 
of an enterprize which he had formed upon Zoara. This City, known 
formerly by the name of Poflidono, and featedin the Province of Tripoli, 
lies thirteen miles eaft of the ifleof Zerbi or Gelves. Its good harbour 
had drawn thither, at that time, a great concourfe of merchants of different 
nations ; and this great commerce had greatly enrich’d its inhabitants. 

Some Moors who where flaves at Malta, had told the grand mafter, in 
hopes of recovering their liberty, that the place was not fortified on the 
land-fide ; that under cover of a kind of foreft of palm-trees, which ran 
almoft to the very edge of the ditch, they might advance up to it without 
being difeovered, and that as the inhabitants kept no guard on that fide, 
they might ealily be furprized, and the City taken before they conld have 
time to recover themfelves. 

The grand mafter offer’d the prior a fufficient number of knights and 
foldiers for the enterprize, and thefe flaves for his guides. Strozzi, who 
was not out of hopes of raifing himfelf to the grand mafterftiip, readily ac- 
cepted an employment which gave him an opportunity of fignalizing him- 
felfin the fight of his brethren of the order. Upon this, he immediately 
fitted out his gallies, and fomc brigantines that were his own, putting 
1206 men on board of them) among which were upwards of 300 of the 
braveft knights of the convent, who were all eager to fight under the eye 
of a general, who was fo excellent a judge of valour. 

This little fleet fet fail from the port of Malta on the fixth of Auguft, 
and arrived off the coaft of Barbary on the fourteenth in the evening. By 
a miftake of the pilots, they landed much farther than they propos’d to do, 
and in a place which was at leaft twelve miles diftance from Zoara. They 
were forc'd to march all night long over the fands, and through fome 

f roves of palm-trees, with which that part of the country was cover’d. 

‘he general, before he began his march, divided his troops into three batta- 
lions. The commander de Guimeran, an old knight whom we have al- 
ready mentioned, led the firft, being preceded by the chevalier de Strozzi 
the prior’s nephew, whom his uncle had put at the head of fome young 
knights, who made a kind of forlorn- hope in this expedition. The main 
body of the knights follow'd at fome diftance, and was commanded by 
the chevalier Farifot de laValette, lieutenant-general. The march was 
clofedby fomc companies of infantry, which the chevaliers de Rangif, de 
Bisbale, and de la Bcnantc had levied in Italy for the fervice of the order : 
the prior had referv’d to himfelf the principal command of thefe troops, as 
being the moft numerous body, out of which he, for that reafon, might 
draw detachments, and fend them to the fuccour of the two firft battalions, 
as there might be occafion. The army march'd forward in this order, and 
fome Maltefe in a Moorilh drefs, who fpoke the language of the country, 
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Ton* ^nt a mile ot two before the reft, and advanc'd up into the country, in 
order to fee how things ftood, and whether the enterprize was not dis- 
cover'd. Every thing appear’d very quiet ■, but as they drew near Zoara, they 
perceiv’d upon the left, fomc fires in a kind of camp filled with tents and 
pavilions, the foldiers of which feem'd to be faft afieep, and without any 
fentinels. Upon which,they immediately defir'd the general to give them 
leave to go and view them>and afterwards attack them j but ’t was thought, 
as indeed was very likely, that they were only a troop of thofe Arabs, who 
are generally encamped, moft of them naked and forrily arm’d, fo that 
there was very little to be got by them ; and they likewise confidered that it 
wou'd be impofliblc to attack them fonear Zoara without giving an alarm, 
and awaking all its inhabitants. It was therefore unanimoufly refolv’d, 
that they fhould defer the attacking thofe troops till fuch time as they 
had taken Zoara > and for their better fuccefs in that point, the general 
ordered his principal officers and captains, to march as foonas they fhould 
be got within the town dire&ly forward to the great fquare, where all the 
ftreets met ; where they fhould fortify themfelves,and not fuffer the foldiers 
to run up and down to plunder, till they fhould bemaftersof all thofe polls, 
where the inhabitants might be able to intrench themfelves : and to com*- 
penfate in fome meafure for fuch a difagreeable, but neccffary reftraint, 
he promis’d them two crowns for every Moor’s head they fhould bring 
him. 

Affairs being fettled in this manner, the army, notwithftanding 
the darknefs of the night, which was hot yet fpent, advanc’d in good order 
with great filence, and found the town buried in a much greater, it not 
having fo much as a fingle fentinel, much lefs a guard-houfe, and its gates 
ftood wide open. The Chriftians enter’d it without oppofition,when leaving 
fome companies without, to fecure the entrance,and facilitate the going out, 
they merched to the great fquare, drew up in battel-array, and awak’d 
the inhabitants with the found of their drums and trumpets. The foldiers 
were then no longer to be kept in order, but difperfe themfelves up and 
down the ftreets, break open the houfes, kill ail thofe who offer to make 
refiftance, take prifoners all fuch as are unarm'd, and with fword in hand 
force the trembling townfmen to deliver their money : thefc mercilcfs 
foldiers, in order to make a profit of fuch as had none, bind them in order to 
fell them for (laves* and without any diftindion of age, fex or condition, 
force the old men, the women and children, with blows, to march down 
to the fea-fide, to put them on board the gallies of the order: a wretched 
way of making reprifals, but which at the fame time is very neccffary to 
reprefs the cruelty of the infidels, and teach them to treat the Chriftians 
better on the like occafions. 

They had by this time got together in the great fquare, about 1 500 of 
thefc perfons, who were bewailing their misfortune with tears, when 
Juckily for them there arrived fuccours, which broke their chains before 
they had felt all the weight of them. The commander delaValette had 
been commiffion'd to put them on board ; when a Moor of the town 
call'd, Aly Benjiora, hearing his name mention'd, ran to him with ea- 
gernefs, and after having made him call to mind, that he had ferved un- 
der him in Tripoli, “Do you know, Sir, (fays he, whifpering to him) that 
“ you are going to be attacked and cut in pieces ?" When, to convince 
him of the danger he was in, he told him that what the Chriftian gene- 
ral, in his way to Zoara, had taken for a flying camp of Arabs, was a 
body of 4000 Turkilh cavalry, all old foldiers, and excellent arquebufiers, 
commanded by Morat Aga governor of Tripoli, who going by orders from 
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the pott, to the ifland of Gelves, and having been overtaken by the night, John 
had encamped in the place where they had difeover'd him ; that fomc of 
the inhabitants, who had made their efcape from the Chriftians, were gone 
to implore his fuccour, and that he had promifed them to be at the gates 
of Zoara by break of day; and therefore, continu’d he, ’tis your general's 
bufinefs to take proper meafures in order to prevent his being fUrprized. 

The commander rewarded the Moor for his intelligence, and ran to 
give the prior an account of it. Upon which, the general, in Ordet to call 
his foldiers about him, ordered immediately a retreat to be founded 5 but 
the noife and tumult which always attends the facking of a town, the 
cries of the Women and maidens whom they tore away all trembling from 
the arms of their husbands, or the bofom of their mothers j all this, I fay* 
prevented their hearing the fignal of retreat : Though, after all, 'tis pro- 
bable enough that the foldiers* in their third of plunder, might only pre- 
tend they had not heard it, as not caring to defift from fo agreeable an 
employment. 

I N the mean time Morat fancying he ftiould find the Chriftians difpers’d 
Up and down in the feVeral quarters of the place, arrives at the gates, which 
the Maltefe had quitted, in order to have their fhare in the plunder : Up- 
on this, he enters it with the fame facility that the Chriftians had done* 
falls upon fuch as he finds in his way, kills feveral of them, and fpreads 
a general confternation among the Chriftians ; fo that the general of 
the order could fcarce find a fufficient number to make head againft the 
infidels. At length day-light appears, and by that means affords the 
knights a diftind view of the enemy and of their own danger. Then 
indeed they give over plundering, and they all endeavour to rally them- 
felves under the ftandard of the order; they all croud together as well as 
they can (which however they do but in platoons,) and as the place they 
were in would allow them. Each knight, without waiting for his gene- 
ral’s orders, makes ufe of thofe only which his courage infpires j the en- 
gagement becomes general, and both armies ate mix’d together in combat. 

The Moors join themfelves to the Turks their deliverers : Moft of the 
prifoners, during this diforder and confufion, make their efcape, fo that 
la Valcrte, who had the charge of them, could put no more than about 
200 on board. The knights, though divided from one another, and pref- 
fed by the fuperior number of the enemy, ftill make head where-ever they 
meet them. Some, fortified by the fituation of the pofts they were in, 
pretend to maintain themfelves in their conqueft ; others think of nothing 
but getting to the fea, and retiring on board their gallies : Among thefe, the 
chevaliers Sforza, and young Strozzi, together with feveral knights of great 
merit, fought to the laft drop of their blood, rather than they would 
yield ; and the infidels would not have had the pleafurc to fee any of the 
knights made their prifoners, had not they, after the battle Was ended, 
found the chevaliers de Chabrillan, Marfilly and Bracamont lying in 
the field of battle among the (lain ; though indeed they had only fainted 
away, and were afterwards ranfom’d. 

In the mean time, whilft the engagement was ftill carrying on, the 
prior, who was advancing with another body towards the fea-fide, having 
notice of the danger his nephew was in, turns back and advances to his 
relief : but he found, at his arrival, that fate had put it out of his power. 

The natural defire of revenging his death, and the hopes which the Turks 
on the other fide had of defeating this fecond body, and thereby of gain- 
ing a compleat vidory, bring on another engagement. Both fides return 
to the combat with recruited fury, and behave with incxprefliblc bra- 
very.. 
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_ Johh very. The Chriftians and the Turks, infpir’d with the mod obftinate 
hatred againft each other, neither give nor take quarter : They all fight 
and. dofe together $ every one grapples with the enemy he meets, and of 
a general engagement, make as many particular duels as there are Sol- 
, diers in each party. But at length the Turks finding themfelves too warm- 
ly attack’d by the knights, clap fpurs to their horfes, and retire at a dis- 
tance from that formidable battalion, when they charge their muskets 
again, return in good order to fire in the very faces of their enemy ; when 
the prior, who was at the head of his troop, is difabled by a musket-ball 
that is lodg’d in his thigh. Immediately the Turks advance forward to 
difpatch him - t but the Surviving knights and Soldiers make a rampart for 
him with their bodies. The commander Copier, Tolon de Sainte faille, 
and Soto-major are killed in repulfing the infidels. ’Tis very probable, 
that they would have found it a very difficult matter in the condition they 
were in, to reScue the prior from the fury of the Barbarians, had it not 
been for a knight of Majorca, Toreillas by name ; who being of an extra- 
ordinary ftature, and of a Surprizing ftrength of body, took his general 
in his arms, carried him firft from the front of the battalion into the center, 
and from thence made his way, with equal fatigue and danger, through 
a Shower of musket-fhot, which was continually levelled at him, to the 
fea-fide. 

Here this generous knight, loaded with a burden that was more ho- 
nourable than it was troubleSome, met with new dangers. The Sea was 
low in this place, and Some banks of Sand, which are very frequently met 
with along this coaft, hindred the Smalleft fiiallops from coming to the 
fhore. Toreillas however goes into the Sea, up to his waift, and with 
infinite difficulty goes from rock to rock, and from Ihelf to Ihelf, till 
at laft he comes to a deeper waterj when the long-boat of the admiral- 
gally coming to his affiftance, they take him in together with the 
prior. 

'Tis probable, that in any other body but that of Malta, the retreat 
of a wounded general would have damp’d the courage of the Soldiers : but 
the knights, who, being all of them, if I may be allow’d the expreffion, 
born generals, and animated with the fame courage, were fufccptible of 
no other paffion but that of joy, when they found their general was Safe 5 
indifferent as to their own fate, all the concern they had now left, was 
for the ftandard of the order, which the chevalier de Cailiere carried, 
and to prevent its falling into the hands of the infidels. 

The prior being thus Safe, they next confider’d what meafures they 
Should take ; when they agreed to keep always in a body, and make a 
kind of a running fight, till Such time as they fhould get to the fea-fide. For 
which purpofe, they begin their retreat, being purfued all the way by the 
Turks 5 who knowing that the fhallops could not come near the fhore, 
expe&ed to kill all Such as fhould lag behind, as well as all thofe who be- 
ing got to the Sea, were ftill within the reach of their fire-arms. 

During this march, which was frequently interrupted, the Chriftians, 
as they drew near the fca, met with a rock on the point of a narrow pafs, 
which they immediately Seiz’d upon, in order that they might have time to 
take breath. They, from this place, had a full view of the gallies and 
the fhallops that attended them : but the bufinefs was, how to get to them. 
La Caffiere, who would have Sacrificed a thoufand lives, rather than hazard 
the ftandard of the order, represented to the oldeft knights, that in caSc 
they all kept together in a body by the Sea-fide, the infidels, who follow'd 
dole at their heels, would fall upon them with more fury than ever $ that 

whilft 
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whilft fome (hould be endeavouring to fave themfelves in the water, others jyJ° H " 
would be engaged with the enemy, and that in fuch a diforder and con* J 

fufion, they would be in danger of lofing the ftandard of St.John $ fo 
that in order to prevent a difgrace of that nature, it Would be proper for 
the knights only to day behind to guard it, and make head in the pafs, to 
flop the impetuofity of the Turks 5 during which, the wounded and the 
reft of the foldiers, (hould file off infenfibly, and get one after another 
on board the gallies and vcflels of the order : and that when they once 
(hould have got rid of that troublefome multitude, it would not be im- 
poflible for a fmall number of knights, who moft of them could fwim, 
to difperfe themfelves, and by that means efcape, one after another, the 
obftinate purfuit of the infidels. 

The propofal was very much approved of, efpecially by the foldiers, 
who were the firft to reap the benefit of it - t and la Cafliere pointing to 
the long-boats and (hal lops that lay at no great diftance, cry'dout, “ Save 
“ yourfelves, my friends, and provide for your own fecurity, whilft my 
“ comrades and I continue here, to flop the purfuit of our enemies : we 
“ may, perhaps, be fo fortunate as to follow at your heels $ but in cafe we 
“ (hould be cut to pieces, the order will not fail to reward your fervices, 

“ and the fubftantial proofs you have now given of your bravery.” Upon 
this, the foldiers march’d off, and filing one after another, got to the fea- 
fide, waded into the water, and went on board thevcffels that waited 
for them. 

The rage of the Turks increafed with redoubled fury, when they faw 
that part of their prey had efcapcd them : upon which they make a frefh 
charge, and endeavour to force the entrance of the pafs. 

But the knights, who were ever intrepid, made a formidable refiftance 
with their fwords or pikes. The aga attack'd them in vain with his ca- 
valry, when, not being able to make them give way, he orders his troopers 
to difmount, and advances fabre in hand into the pafs to force it. The 
Turks with their broad feimiters cut the wood of the pikes in two, break 
the fwords of the knights, and flatter themfelves with the hopes of foon 
difpatching that fmall remnant of them, whom they imagined to be ani- 
mated only by defpair. But thofe intrepid warriors, tho' moft of them had 
at laft no weapens left but their daggers, grapple with the Turks, flay or 
wound fuch as they can lay hold on, and make themfelves dreaded, and 
even admired by thofe Barbarians. 

The aga, perfuaded that he (hould not carry his point but by the fire 
of his musketeers, orders his cavalry to remount on horfeback. Whilft 
this was doing, Verdalle turning towards la Cafliere, cries out to him, 

“ What are we doing here ? Arc we to wait till the infidels kill us one after 
“ another, and that the ftandard of the order, to our eternal reproach, 

“ fall into the hands of thofe dogs? Believe me, brother, we are hard by 
“ the fea-fide, let us follow the fteps which our illuftrious general has 
** mark’d out for us with his blood, and endeavour, after his example, to 
“ get to our gallies. The water, you know, is low j we may all get thi- 
“ ther, if we make fome ftruggle, and afterwards throw ourfelves into it * 

“ and if there (hould happen to be, as they tell us there is, any channels 
“ among the (helves of land, that are deeper than ordinary, we knights 
. ( u jhat furvive, will carry you by turns, with the ftandard of our holy order j 
** hn& if any one of us can but fave it, let death come afterwards, when- 
“ ever it (hall plcafe God.” 

The commander de la Cafliere, finding that to be the only expedient 
they had left, refolved to make ufe of it ; accordingly he fet out with his 
Vol.II. Rf little 
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j ° h h little troop, which march'd a great pace, but keeping dofc together as 

tifual. When they were come near the lea, the knights feparated them- 
lelves, difpcrs'd in a moment, and threw themfelves into the water in 
different places. La Cafliere, fupported by Vcrdalle and fomc other 
knights, waded into it, and with an invincible courage, holding his ban- 
ner always aloft, inthemidftof a ftorm of musket-lhot, made his way to 
thefhallops, and was taken onboard with great (houtsand acclamations: 
but feveral knights, who faced about, and flood their ground on the fea- 
itdc, in order to gain him time to make his retreat, dropp’d and were kill’d 
by the continual fire of the enemy. 

The order loft moft of the knights and military ferving brothers, that 
were in this unfortunate expedition ; and among the moft diftinguifh'd of 
that number, hiftory has preferv’d us the names of DupuyMonbrun, Saint 
Marcel, d'Avanl'on, deBrian$on, de Bonne, la Rochette, la Roche Mont- 
mor, de la Motte, all of them defeended of the principal families of the 
province of Dauphine; Saint Sulpice, Puipatron, Gilbert, Brichanteau, 
Bauvais Nangis, Harancourt, le Pleflis Richelieu, de Gordes, knights of 
the language of France, were kill’d in it : that of Italy loft the two Val- 
parges, Sforza, young Strozzi, Grimaldi, and Juftiniani $ as Spain did Bc- 
renger, Soto- major, Perez Pachieco, Montroy, Touar, and Barientos, 
who met with the fame fate. We are not to omit, that the chevalier 
Pogliezc of the language of Italy, was kill’d by the fca-fide with a musket- 
ball, as he was fupporting with one hand the ftandard of the order which 
la Calfiere carried : he was a knight of lingular piety, who by his ex- 
ample, and the whole tenor of his life, made itmanifeft, that a conftant 
and faithful pradice of the moft fevere virtues, is not any way inconiiftent 
with the moft diftinguifh'd valour. 
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BOOK XII. 

T HE prior of Capua getting his fhips together, fet fail, and 
return’d with the (batter'd remains of his troops into the port 
of Malta; His wounds had weaken’d him fo much, that he Jacques Po- 
was forced to be carried upon a plank to his own houfe : he ^} c v £ enan ' 
was followed by the greateft part of his officers, who were hardly in a smazi. 
better condition than their general. But though he had loft a confiderable 1 5 5 2 * 

number of knights by the unavoidable hazards of war, in this unfortunate 
expedition, he yet did not lofe the glory which he had acquir’d on other 
occafions, nor the reputation of being a wife and valiant captain s both 
the officers and foldiers doing him this juftice, that at the time he defpair’d of 
being able to vanquifh the vaft multitude of enemies that had furpriz’d and 
furrounded him, they had never feen him give his orders with greater 
temper and prefence of mind, and at the fame time fight with more in- 
trepidity and courage. Upon teftimonies fo very honourable, and fealed, 
as it were, with his blood, he was rechofen general of the gallies. As the 
fea was his element, he had not patience to wait till his wounds were quite 
clos'd, but fet fail , again, and fpent all the fummer in fcouring the Medi- 
terranean up to the mouth of the Nile. 

Hs 


Digitized by ^.ooQle 



156 THE HISTORY OF 

D'Jmedis H e was terror of thofe feas, every (hip fled bis prefence, and the 
braveft Corfairs took all the care they could to avoid him. This, however, 
was very often ineffectual, fever al of them being taken and made Haves j 
and whole fleets of merchants, notwithstanding their convoys, fell into 
his hands. He carried his prizes into the ports of the order, bringing 
thither, at the famcthne, plenty, luxury, and pleafures. 

Whilst they were taken up at Malta in celebrating his return with 
rejoicings, which always attend on good fuccefs, there arriv'd news of a 
different nature, of great importance to the order, and to the Englifh 
knights in particular. A fhip of that nation, captain Hofmadan com- 
mander, came into the harbour : that officer had the character of envoy 
of the queen of England, and in that quality was admitted to an audience 
of the grand mailer, to whom he prefcnted a letter from her majcfty, in 
which (he told him, that Cod having placed her on the throne of her an- 
ceftors, (he had refolved, for the difcharge of her confcience, to rcftore 
all the commanderies and eftates, which king Henry VIII. her father, and 
Edward VI. her brother, had unjuftly taken from the order : and flie 
concluded her letter, with defiring him and the council to fend immediately 
fome of the knights to London, with ample powers, to take pofTeflion of 
all the commanderies and places that had belonged to their order. 

This furprizing news occafion'd great rejoicings at Malta, efpecially 
among the Englifh knights, who consider'd that happy revolution as an 
earneft of the re-eftablifhment of the true religion in their country. But 
in a nation fo jealous of its liberty, fuch a reftitution of church- lands was 
not brought about without great difficulties. For the better underftanding 
of fo important an affair, we mull recoiled what was faid in the tenth book, 
about the unreafonable motives that had engaged Henry VUI. to ufurp the 
lands of the monafteries and commanderies within his dominions. And 
perhaps it may not be improper, in order to the fetting of this point of 
hiftory in its full light, to give here a Ihort account of the laft adions of 
that prince, and alfo of thefeveraltranfadions that happen’d in England after 
-his death, during the Ihort reign of young Edward his fon, and the be- 
ginning of that of queen Mary his eldeft daughter. Henry, finding his 
end drawing near, fettled the order of fucceffionto his crown, which, by 
reafon of his various marriages, had been changed feveral times. He, 
fince his ieparation from Catherine of Arragon his firll wife, had married 
five other women, moft of whom he had either put to death, orridhim- 
fclf of them by an arbitrary divorce. 

A s this fucceflivc polygamy might caufe difturbances in the kingdom 
after his death, and occafion civil wars between his children, the parlia- 
ment, the living and fupreme law of that nation, gave him power to fettle 
the fucceffion of the crown as he fliould fee fitting. Henry, by virtue of 
this a£t, had, fome time before his death, declared his fon prince Edward, 
who was hardly nine years and an half old, and whom he had had by 
Jane Seymour his third wife, for his fucceffbr : he had likewife, in order 
to (hew the world that he Hill maintain'd the invalidity of his marriage with 
Catherine of Arragon, declared the princefs Mary, his eldeft duughter, a 
baftard ; though before his divorce, he had acknowledged her as princefs of 
Wales, and in that quality, prefumptive heir of the Crown. Princefs 
Elizabeth, daughter to Ann Boleyn his fecond wife, fucceeded to this 
great title after her After, which (he alfo loft in her turn upon her mother's 
execution. The king their father, to gratify his third wife, had got an 
a& of parliament to pafs, by which they were both depriv’d of the fuc- 
u ceffion to the crown : but a few days before his death, he reftor’d them 
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to their Juft rights, and declar'd them his heirs, in cafe prince Edward m ]° aH 
fhould happen to die without iflue. 

These two princefTes were as oppofite to each other in their cha- 
ra&er, as they were in the different interefts of their birth. The eldeft 
brought up by a Spanifh mother, and defcended on her fide from the kings 
of Arragon and Caftile, was naturally proud and haughty, her education 
had made her a zealous roman catholick ; (he was naturally devout, and 
moreover devoted to the holy fee, as her intcreft required, which had 
interpos’d its authority to legitimate the marriage of the queen her 
mother. 

A s Elizabeth's pretenfions were null, by the validity of this difpenfation^ 
fome conceal'd proteftants, her mother's creatures, had brought her up in 
a great eftrangemenr, and kind of contempt for the power of the fovereign 
pontiff. This was the moft eftential part of her religion ; in other refpe&s, 
fhe was indifferent enough as to tenets, of a complying and eafy temper. 

Which could afTume any form fhe pleas'd, fhe was haughty or obliging, 
juft as fuited her intcreft, and though fcarce thirteen years old, fhe already 
difeovered a glimpfe of that capacity which became afterwards the admira- 
tion of all Europe. The king her father unhappily ended his days in the 
fchifm which he had occafiohed j and was no lefs an enemy to the holy fee 
than to the proteftants : and this prince, who rafhly employ'd himfelf in 
reforming religion, died in a miferable uncertainty of the true one. 

His death occafton'd new troubles in England : the real catholicks 
longed to fee an end of the fchifm, but they were the weaker party. A 
multitude of proteftants, who had hitherto been reftrain'd from declaring 
thcmfelves for fear of perfecution, threw off the mask, and over fpread the 
court, the metropolis, and the counties of the kingdom. Several bifhops 
alfo declared openly in favour of this new opinion, and in order to eftablifh 
it on a lafting foundation, they brought up the young king in the principles 
of the proteftants. The prote&or, the officers of his houfhold, and his 
preceptors in their difeourfes with him, treated the holieft of our myftcries, 
as downright idolatry. 

The prince breathed, as it were, nothing but an infefted air : they pre- 
pofTefs’d and mifled his rcafon, at an age, when he could not judge dearly 
for himfelf. So that he embrac’d the proteftant doftrine which they were 
continually reprefenting to him as more agreeable to the gofpcl, and he 
was fo unhappy as toperfift in it, with a confidence that ought to be jnfpir'd 
by truth only. 

T h e parliament made new laws to authorize this change : the mafswas 
abolilh'd, the images remov’d out of the churches, and the holy feriptures 
unfaithfully tranflated, and fo as to favour the prevailing opinions. Divine 
fcrvice was faid in the vulgar tongue, the clergy were allowed to marry, 
and, what the greedy courtier had moft at heart, fuch church-lands as were 
left, became a prey to a fet of men, all whofe religion confifted in ruining 
religion it felf. 

Thus England from fchifm was plung'd into herefy : fuch catholick 
bifhops as were left in the kingdom, exerted thcmfelves in vain, in order to 
infpire the people of their diocefes with a juft horror for thefe innovations. 

The clergy was defpis’d ; the fchifm had broke that fo neceflary union 
with the holy fee, the center of religion. Not but that feveral Englilh 
bifhops at that time, were men of learning, and unblameable in their lives ' 
and converfations ; but though they were againft thefe innovations, they 
yet, either from the hopes they had of being made bifhops, -or to get other 
preferments, had been weak enough to own the pretended fupremacy 
Vol. U. S f of 
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j oh* of Henry VIII. Moreover^' fome of them infpight of their Convidkm 
of mind, had been fo weak as to write in favour of that prince’s feparation 
from the fee of Rome. In vain did they endeavour, after his death, to flop 
the progrefs of the reformation : their zeal was imputed to them as a crime, 
and expos’d them to all the penalties of the ails of parliament. This ferved 
them alfo for a pretence to ftrip them of their rich benefices : fome were 
depriv’d, others imprifon’d, and all of then} expiated, by a long perfection, 
for the fault they had committed, in having feparated, out ofcomplaifance 
to the court, from the unity of the church. 

The young king’s death, which happened the 6th of July, occafion’d 
new revolutions in England. This realm was governed at that time by 
the duke of Northumberland, who was regent or prime minifler $ he was 
a nobleman of vaft ambition, who, in order to place his fon Upon the 
throne in his matter's ttead, had married him to the lady Jane Grey, a 
daughter of the duke of Suffolk, and defeended from Mary of England 
fitter to Henry VIII. This nobleman, in order to bring this young 
lady nearer the throne, had a few days before king Edward's death, put hiip 
upon making a will to difinherit the two princefles again, under pretence 
that they were born of difputed marriages. This will, in prejudice of 
their rights, appointed the lady Jane Grey his fuccefior to the crown | 
when the great feal being put to it, that young lady, by virtue of this will, 
was proclaimed queen of England. But though Mary was known to be 
a very zealous roman catholick, yet the city of London, as well as the 
country, detefting afterwards this ufurpation, declar’d themfelves with 
fo much warmth and zeal in her favour, that fhe became in a few 
days, without any battle or bloodfhcd, mittrefs of the kingdom, and had 
the perfons of her enemies in her power. 

Providence having thus led her as it were by the hand to the throne * 
fhe thought that fhe could not better fhew her gratitude, than by employing 
her firtt cares to the fettling of religion, and the reconciling her dominions 
to the church of Rome. For the putting of this great defign in execution, 
it was neccflary to repeal all the ads of former parliaments, which had 
either confirm’d the divorce of Henry VIII. the rejeding of the pope’s fit* 
premacy, or had after his death employ’d their authority for the cftablifhing 
of the reformed religion. 

This enterprize was attended with great difficulties j moft of the new 
bifhops, (if intruders deferve the title) the lords and great men of the 
kingdom, made an open profelfion of the proteftant dodrines ; and fuch 
as were not infeded with thofe principles, adhered ncvcrthelefs to the fe- 
paration from the fee of Rome, and would not hear the lcaft mention of 
reftoring the papal authority. U nder thefe difficulties the queen’s minifters 
convinc'd her, that it would be impoffible for her to fucceed in fuch great 
defign, without her being fupported by an husband that was a zealous 
roman catholick, and who had power and credit to go through with her 
projeds. 

There was no want of pretenders on this occafion 5 feveral princes 
and noblemen, as well Englifh as foreigners, were of the number. Philip 
of Auftria, a young prince, and only fon to the emperor Charles V. was one 
of the candidates, and his father's money had gain'd him the intereft of the 
queen’s chief minifters. Moft of the Englifh roman catholicks wifh'd the 
queen's choice would fall upon cardinal Pool, who was only a deacon ; 
or elfe upon young Courtney her coufin. Pool was defeended, by the 
mother’s fide, from the duke of Clarence, brother to Edward IV. and 

Courtney’s 
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Courtney’s grsfadmother was daughter of the-fame Edward, and fifter to John 
the mother of Henry VIII. 

The Englifh cardinal was in gfeat repute for his wifdom, learning, ca- 
pacity, and prudence, as Well as for the regularity of his life; Courtney 
diftinguifh’d himfelf by the charms of his perfon , the queen had a fecret 
inclination for that young nobleman, who infpir’d it without any art or 
deftgn into thofe, Whofe hearts were the leaft fufceptible of paflion. There 
was fomething fo noble in his air, and fo wonderfully graceful in his car- 
riage, that this princefs, fevere asfhe was, could not help looking on him 
with a fecret pleafurc. His prefence alone effac’d in a moment all the po- 
litical reafonings of her minifters, who had declared in favour of the em- 
peror’s fort. And it is certain, that in the firft emotions of a fifing incli- 
nation, (he would have preferr’d Courtney before either Pool with all his 
Wifdom, or Philip of Auftria with all his power, if that young nobleman 
had not by his own extravagance, and the irregularity of his conduct, de- 
ftroy’d thefe favourable difpofitions. He faw the queen's weaknefs for 
him, and was bold enough to (hew her that he faw it, without making a 
returns and inftead of being afliduous in making his court to her, he 
pafs'd his time with common (trumpets, in an eafy and feandalous courfe 
of debauchery. 

This diflblute way Of life Was fucceeded by a paflion for the princefs 
Elizabeth : he fell defperately in love with her, and lov’d her with all the 
flame and fincerity of a young man in his firft paflion. Several were of 
opinion, that (he lov’d him 5 but whatever fentiments that politick prin- 
cefs might dilcover, the event has (hewn, that they did not arife fo much 
from love as from ambition, which (he artfully managed ijf order to gain 
herielf followers and creatures. Nor is it altogether improbable, but 
that a motive of Vanity, Which is common enough in perfons of her age,' 
and the fecret plcafure of tarrying off a lover from her fifter, even from 
the throne, might have had fomefhare in engaging her to lheW a greater * 
complaifiince to the paflion of a young nobleman, whom all the ladies of 
the court drove to pleafe. Be that as it will, Courtney’s affcttiOn to the 
princefs foon became publick, and he facrific’d the queen with as much im- 
prudence as love. She was weak enough to refent this preference with a 
jealoufy unfuitable to her age and dignity 3 and though (he had no charms 
to pleafe, and was above nineteen years older than her fifter, yet (he look'd 
Upon Courtney’s preference as an injufticedone toherfelf. 

Anthony de Noailles refided at that time at the queen’s court in 
quality of embaflador ot Henry II. and had fucceeded his coufin Claude de 
Laval de Bois-Daufin, of the family of Montmorency, in that employment; 

This minifter faw the approaches of Courtney’s difgrace, even before he 
himfelf had the leaft notion of it. He Ufed all his endeavours to make him 
fenfible of his true intereft ; but he had to do with a young man who was 
infenfible to every thing but what flatter’d his love. The flame and vio- 
lence of his paflion hid from him the luftre of a crown 3 and in the midft 
of the transports of his amorous phrenzy, he would have preferr’d 
the enjoyment of the princefs Elizabeth before all the thrones of 
Chriftendom. 

'T was a matter altogether indifferent to France, whether the queen 
married either him or cardinal Pool : Henry II. had no manner of inte- 
reft in that affair, and all his concern was to oppofe her marriage with the 
emperor’s fon. His embafiador was continually inculcating to the Englifh 
nobility, that in cafe this match (hould take place, their kingdom would 
be in danger of being made a province of Spain 3 that -the inquifitiori 

Would 
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_ J 0H " would be Toon eflablifhcd, and that their parliaments would be quite laid 

afide, or at lead meet lcfs frequently* and fink at laft into mecr formality 
and ceremony* The Englifh, and particularly the proteftants, were very 
fenftble of all the dangers to which they would be cxpofed by this alliance. 
They prefented feveral addreffes and petitions to the queen on this ac- 
count ; and the oppofition was carry'd to fuch a length* that an infurrc&ion 
broke out in fome counties $ but the emperor’s money* and the dexterity 
of the queen’s minifters, got the better of all thefc obftaclcs. In fine, 
that princefs was married to Philip of Aullria* though an important point 
was ftill wanting to complcat the emperor's fatisfa&ion. He was not fa- 
tisfy’d that his fon had married the queen* but he wanted to have him 
declar'd king of England, and crown’d as fuch. The ceremony of it, fi> 
clfcntial to the fovereign authority, could not be perform'd without the 
confcnt of parliament : but it was no eafy matter to gain over fuch a body 
of men, who oftentimes Chew'd more regard to the liberty and intereft of 
the nation, than they did deference to the authority of the fovereign. 
Thofc who had (hewn the greateft averfion to the queen's marriage* as 
well as fuch as had come into it out of complaifancc* united together 
upon this occafion, when they thought the liberty of their country was in 
danger. The French embafTador, without flirting from his own houfe, 
put all the various fprings of this united party in motion* and at a time 
when the court was entirely devoted to the Spanilh intereft, he found the 
fccret to bring the parliament over to that of the French : and it was 
owing to his a&ivity and management* that Philip mifearried in his defign*. 

July ly. of getting the regal authority into his hands* and was forced to take up 

15 54* with being confort to a queen who was much older than himfelf* and 
had nothing d^reeable in her perfon. That princefs* however, gain’d 
confiderable advantages by this alliance : the emperor, a prince of for- 
midable power, concerning himfelf in the queen's affairs, enabled her 
to put all her deligns in execution ; fo that by confent of parliament, 
proteflantifm was abolifhed, and the roman catholick worlhip reftored. 
Pool afterwards reconcil’d the kingdom to the fee of Rome, being autho- 
rized for that purpofc in quality of legate to pope Julius III. but not daring 
to infill either on the doing penance for the feparation, or the making re- 
ftitution of the church and abbey lands, he was at firft forced to wave all 
rcftri&ions, and grant entire abfolution for faults, which it would have been 
dangerous to attempt to punilh. Haughty as the manner of this fatisfa&ion 
was, they thought fit to take up with it j and the Englilh received the 
favours of the holy fee, with an indifference that plainly fhew’d the ge- 
nerality of the nation did not defirc them. 

The projed of getting the church-lands out of the hands of the pro- 
teftants that enjoy’d them, was put off to a more favourable jundure. 
The queen, by Pool's advice, in order to fet her fubjeds an example of 
fuch a reftitution, declar’d, that her confciencc would not allow her to 
keep any of them any longer in her hands } in confcquence of which, fhe 
immediately parted with all the church-lands that the late king her father 
had annexed to the crown, and gave them back to the former proprietors. 
This was the occafion of captain Hofmadan’s voyage to Malta. We may 
eafily conceive, that this news was very agreeable to the order in general, 
and to the Englifh knights in particular. The grand mafler and the 
council wrote about it to the queen, to thank her for the juflice fhe had 
done their order ; and the commander de Montferrat was fent into England, 
to carry on this great affair in concert with the miniflry. The order upon 
his arrival were put in pofTeilion of their eftates without any trouble, and 
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the commander, by virtue of the authority he had receiv’d from the ,J° »» 
grand matter and council, and as a teftimony of their gratitude to the^^^j’ 
queen, conferr’d the priory of St.John, and the dignity of great crois, 
upon Sir Richard Seeley an Englifh gentleman, who was one of her 
greateft favourites, and had a coniiderable fhare in this negotiation. 

Upon his account likewife, his brother Sir James Seeley got another 
commandry. That of Munigton was given to Sir Oliver Starkey, that 
they might in his perfon do honour to polite learning, and the feiences of 
which he was matter ; and at the emperor’s recommendation, who, ever 
fince his fon’s marriage, had had a great fway in the councils of England, 
the title of bailif dc l’Aigle was given to the commander Fufter, a na- 
tive of Majorca, and knight of the language of Arragon ; whom we had 
occatton to mention in the foregoing book, in the account we gave of the 
lofs of Tripoli, and the profecution of the commander Vallier grand~ 
marfhal of the order. 

The great matter d’Omedes did not live to fee .this important affair 
entirely perfeded. He died the year before in the beginning of Septem- 
ber: he had diftinguifh’d himfelf by his valour at thefiegcof Rhodes, was 
religious, and affeded a great air of regularity and devotion, but withal of an 
imperious and revengeful natures he was covetous, and fo bent to inrich 
his family, that he almoft ruin’d the order by the grants he made in his life- 
time to his relations, in contempt of the laws and ftatutes of the fociety. 

What he left behind him was fo very inconlidcrable,that feveral knights, out 
of indignation to fee that he had alienated his principal effeds, and difpos’d 
of them to his nephews, propofedto have the care of his funeral left to 
them ; but the lords of the council rejeded this propofal, as unbecoming 
the generofity and grandeur of the order. He was buried as ufual at the 
expence of the order, and with a magnificence that was rather fuited to his 
dignity, than his perfonal merit. 

A few days after his deceafe, the chapter met to chufe him a fucceffor j 
and the prior of Capua feem’d to ftand faireft to be eleded. It had for a 
long time been the object of his wilhcs, and in order to carry his point, 
he had gain’d feveral of the eledors, who, when they met in the chapter, did 
not fail to fet forth his courage, his valour, his great skill in military affairs 
and experience in command, with great elogiums. But Vagion, or Gagnon, 
the great confervator, and one of the principal eledors, riling up, fpoke as 
follows to reft of the committee : “ If, fays he, in the choice we are oblig’d 
“ to make, we were only to chufe a great general, I don't think we could 
“ in juftice refufe giving our votes for the prior of Capua : but our prefent 
“ bufinefs is not barely to pitch upon an head full of valour, but on one 
“ who may be a common father to our whole body, one who may be void 
“ of all fpirit of party, who fhall be equally induftrious to procure us the 
“ favour of all the princes of Chriftendom, and above all things take 
“ care not to engage the order in their difputes : and this is what I dare 
“ not hope from the prior of Capua. You know, fays he, his paffion for 
“ the liberty of his country, apaflion to which Philip Strozzi his father 
“ fell the firft vidim } if welhouldput him at our head, when he fees him- 
“ felf matter of our Ihips and gallies, ought we not to apprehend that he 
“ will find out fome pretence or other, to turn all the forces of the order 
“ againft the houfe of Medicis ; and that with a view of revenging his 
“ father’s death, he will fall upon their fleets, and deftroy all the coaft of 
“ Tufcany with fire and fword ? Inconfequence of which, the emperor, 

<c who confiders the fortune and grandeur of the Mcdicisas the work of 
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“ his oim hands, will not fail to make us anfwerablc for aU the enter- 

prizes of the grand matter. Cofmo, too, the head of that family, a prince 
“ of excellent capacity, will cafily find out a way to revenge himfclf, and 
“ in order to make a diverfton,will raife us up enemies among the potentates 
“ of Italy his allies: nor is it improbable but that this new fovercign, 
M who is look’d upon to be the greafeft politician of his age, and hascor- 
u refpondents and agents even in Conftantinople, may bring all the forces 
u of the grand feignior, upon Malta. And if we fliould once make our- 
u felves fufpefted and odious to the emperor, who is in poffeffion of the 
*' kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, from whence could we, in cafe we 
“ fhould be befieged, exp eft any fuccours againft the infidels ?" 

This fpccch of the eleftor, which love only and afincere attachment 
for the good of the order, had infpir'd, made a great impreffion upon the 
reft of the committee. The commanders Pafcatore and Bernardin Parpaillc 
fjpoke with great force in favour of thefe reflexions, and even fuchashad 
lecretly engag'd themfelves to the prior of Capua, and had firft declar’d 

in his favour, came over to Vagion's opinion : they all exhorted each other 

mutually, and agreed to have no regard to any thing in the elc&ion they 
were going to make, but the goad of the order. They perlifted vigoronfly 
in this laudable refolution j in confequence of which. Brother Claude 
l d a e u de de laSangle, a knight of the language of France,and grand hofpitailcr, 
las ancle, was unanimoufly eleded their grand matter. They chofe him during his 
abfence, and at a time when he was a&ually refiding at Rome as embaflabor 
of the order to the pope ; which is a manifeft proof, that there was no 
cabal, nor any party-intereft in his cleftion, and that the committee, which 
made it* had a&ed only from a principle of juftiee, and according to the 
dictates of their confcience. As foonas the news of hi# elettion came to 
Rome, the pope gave particular orders to the Governor of the cattle of 
St Angelo, to proclaim it by the fire of all his artillery. A kind of publick 
feftival was kept in Rome on this occafion : mod of the cardinals, the em- 
bafladors, the principal prelates of the court, and the barons of Rome 
made their vifits,and complimented the grand matter in form. The pope 
fent his chamberlain to congratulate him on his new dignity : and when 
he came to the palace to take the ufual oath of obedience, his holinefs 
made him dine with him in publick, and paid him all the honours that 
were due to his merit and dignity. 

The grand matter, as foon as he had pafs'd through the ceremonial, and 
had made the vifits he was obliged to pay, prepared to fet out for Malta. 
The gallies of the order, commanded by the prior of Capua, came to take 
him on board at Terracina,when they carried him to Sicily, and he enter’d 
the Faro di Medina on the 1 2th of December. Don John de Vega, viceroy 
of the id and, was waiting for him in that city with great impatience. They 
were both of them at the ftege and taking of Mehedia, as was obferv'd in 
the eleventh book 5 ever fince which time, they had form'd an intimacy, 
or rather a kind of correfpondencc between them, which was more polite 
than fincere. The Spaniard, who made pompous demonftrations as a 
proof of the fatisfa&ion which his promotion gave him, defign’d to give 
him publick teftimonies of it, both at his entry into Me(fina,and during 
his ftay there. However, that he might not be fo profufc of the honours 
he intended to pay him, as to derogate in the leaft from his own dignity, he 
appointed fome of the ableft lawyers to examine into the rights and privi- 
leges of the grand matters, and the rank that was due to them. Olivet!, 
the king's advocate at Medina, quoted to him on this occafion a paflage 
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from Chaflane *, a famous lawyer, who in his treatife of The glory of c l d a e u d e 
the world, fpeaking of ecclcfiaftical dignities, gives that of grand mafter la s ancle. 
the preference, before even the dignity of cardinal. The viceroy, ftrength- 
ned by this authority, had, before the grand mafter s arrival, lent an ex- 
prefs to the emperor, to delire his orders in relation to the condud he 
fhouid obferve towards him. That prince let him know by a nobleman 
of his court, whole name was d’Acunha, that he need not be afraid of ex- 
ceeding in the honours he was to pay to the head of an order, which 
ferv'd for a bulwark to his dominions in Italy. But as the emperor never 
took one fingle flep, without fome fecret views of intcreft, he had di- 
refted his envoy to make fome propofals in his name to the grand mafter, 
which we (hall have occalion to mention in the fequel of this work. 

T h e viceroy being thus inform’d of the emperor’s intentions, went up 
at the head of the council, and the body of the gentry and magiftrates of 
the city, to the admiral-galley of the order, to wait on the grand mafter on 
board his own fhip ; and in order to do him more honour, at their going 
out of it, he would needs walk alone immediately before the grand 
mafter, as he would have done before his own fovercign. This prince 
made his entry afterwards into McfEna under the fire of the artillery, and 
with the garrifon and townfmen under arms: he was lodged inthefineft 
palace of the city, and was receiv’d and ferv'd in that place, both at chapel 
and at 'his table, with the fame honours as had been formerly paid to the 
antient kings of Sicily. 

The emperor’s envoy, who was entrnfted with his orders, congratulated 
him in his mafter's name on his new dignity 3 and in a private audience 
which he had of him a few days after, he acquainted him with his in- 
ftru&ions, and the propofals he had been order’d to make to him. The em- 
peror’s generals, as has been already obferv'd, had, with the aftiftance of the 
• knights of Malta, befieged and taken the town of Mehedia or Africa from 
Dragut thcCorfair. But as this conqueft lay at a great diftance from the 
other dominions of the emperor, and that he was obliged to be at a 
vaft expence in maintaining a large garrifon in that place, his defign was 
to engage the grand mafter to tranfport the whole convent thither, and to 
make it their fettled habitation. He was moreover in hopes that the 
whole order, upon this new fettlement, would intereft itfelf in the defence 
of the fort of Goletta, and be a formidable fupport to his authority in the 
kingdom of Tunis, which was at that time a fief of the crown of 
Caftile. 

The envoy, in order to bring this proje& to bear, had, in the audi- 
ence which the grand mafter had granted him, allured him, that the em- 
peror was fenfibly affe&ed with the lots that the order had fuftain’dby the 
taking of Tripoli by the infidels j and that, in order to repair it, he was 
ready to give them the abfolute property of that of Mehedia 3 a place, 
as he faid, regularly fortify’d, and from whence the knights might extend 
their dominion by new conquefts upon the continent of Africa 3 that as 
the taking of this place was owing to tHeir valour, and that he himfelf had • 
had fo confiderable a (hare in it, he himfelf, in cafe the order fhouid re- 
move its refidence thither, would juftly be look’d upon as the founder of 
this fecond Rhodes ; and that by way of contribution to the expences ne- 

* Crede rc m quod ifte magnus magifter Rhodi poftpapam praeccderc deberet omnes patriarchs, cardi- 
nales, & alios ponttficcs ecddufticos; & cum viocatur tantae die dignitatis cujus dl patriarcha, quod po/l 
imperatorem 8c alios principes habentes jura imperii, ut firnt reges Franciae & Hifpaniae, quod praxederet 
omnesprinripes recognofcentes fuperiorem, & non habentes jura imperii, puta reges (ubditos imperio, 

6c quolcumque duces > habet enim fub ie magnos principes, 6c dl maxime honoratus. « j - 
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Claude ee flf a ry for the defence of the place, the emperor, who always confidcr’d 
LASANGLE.the interefts of the order as his own, would aflign them an annual pen- 
lion ©f 72000 livres upon the revenues of Sicily, for ever. 

The grand matter anfwer’dhim with great politenefs, that he found 
on this occafion a frefh inftance of the favours and the benevolence which 
his imperial majetty had conttantly beftow’d upon the order. But, that he 
might not engage himfelf unadvifedly in the affair, he told him, that he 
had no power to accept a propofal of fuch confequence, without the 
confent of the council : however, that if he would go along with him to 
Malta, the affair fhould be debated there in his prefence, when he fhould 
fee the fincere delire he had of obliging the emperor in all his demands. 

The grand matter, attended with this embaffador, and a ftrong guard 
of Italian knights, went on board the gallics of the order, and doubling 
cape Palfaro, arriv'd fafe in the channel of Malta, and landed in the road 
of St. Paul. As he drew near the notable city, which was at that time 
the capital of that ittand, they propos'd to him to enter into it : but as his 
cledion to the grand mafterfhip gave him authority over the knights only, 
it was neceffary for him to have a particular grant from the complcat coun- 
cil, before he could exercilc any over the inhabitants and fubje&s of the 
order } for which reafon, he put off his entry into that city, till another 
time. The council foon pafs’d the a&s which were neceffary for the 
eftablifhing of his authority over the whole ittand ; and he was in a few 
days proclaim’d prince of Malta and Goza with great folemnity. 

His firft care, after he had taken poffeflion of his dignity, was to give 
audience to the emperor’s embaffador ; this ceremony was perform’d in full 
council. ‘ The grand matter, in order to honour the emperor in the perlon 
of his minifter, advanc’d fome fteps to meet him, made him fit down by 
his chair, and defir’d him to acquaint the houfe with the fubjeft of his com- 
miflion. D’Acunha prefented his credentials, and after the reading thereof, 
he reprefented to the council, the great affettion which the emperor bore 
the order 5 that after the taking of Rhodes, when he faw them abandon’d 
by moft of the Chriftian princes, and wandring up and down the various 
provinces of Italy, he could not help being touch’d with their deplorable 
circumftances j upon which, he generoufly parted with the ifles of Malta 
and Goza, to gratify the knights } a noble prefent, fays he, and worthy 
the piety of that great prince : That their late lofs of Tripoli had given 
him new concern ; he therefore, out of a defire he had of repairing the 
damage they had futtain’d, had fent him on purpofe to make them an 
offer of the town of Africa, or Mehedia, a place lituated on the coaft of 
Barbary, ftrongly fortified, and which lay very convenient for the enlarging 
their conquefts on the continent. He went on to obferve, that as the foil 
of Malta was barren, and incapable of bearing corn, the order was forced 
to be fending continually beyond fea to dittant countrcys, to fetch it 
from thofe places for their fubfiftenccj whereas in the territory about 
Africa, they would meet with very fruitful tra&s of land, which abounded 
9 with all kinds of corn. He concluded his difeourfe, with intreating tne 
knights to confider, that the ittand of Malta was in want of fortify’d 
places, and that in cafe the grand feignior fhould fend a fleet and an army 
to make a defeent, and lay fiege to the principal fortrefs, as the order had 
reafon to fear ; they would certainly, infpiteof all their valour, be forced 
to fubmit to the fame unhappy fate which had attended them at Rhodes. 

The grand matter, after thanking the emperor for the continuation of 
his favours, ask’d the aflembly what was their opinion of the propofal ; 
thefe, before they came to a final determination in the affair, refolv'd 

una- 
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unanimoufly to fend eight old commanders to Africa, to take a view of the Claude 
firuation of the place, the ftrength and the extent of the territory about it. LA sangle 
T hefe commiffioncrs fet out immediately, and upon their return reported c/YV 
to the council, that the place was built upon a neck of land that jutted out 
into the fea, which furrounded it on three Tides ; that it was of a large ex- 
tent, and was very confidcrablc on account of the great number of 
houfes in it, and the ftrength of its fortifications ; that the town and 
caftle were furrounded with very high walls of an extraordinary thicknefs, 
and flank’d with towers well provided with artillery ; that there was an 
arlcnal in it ftor’d with a great number of cannon ; that nothing was wanting 
but a good harbour for the fccurity of great lTiips ; that the outworks of the 
place, and the adjacent riling grounds, ‘"were beautified with an agreeable 
variety of country Teats, orchards, and vineyards, and that all the arable 
ground in the territory terminated in a mountain which erodes it from call 
to weft, and that behind it they had a profpeft of vaft plains and pafturc- 
grounds belonging to the Arabs of the country, which was generally co- 
ver’d with their flocks and herds of cattle that were grazing there. 

The commiflioncrs declar’d further, that a place of luch vaft extent 
could never be maintain’d without keeping a large gar ri fon conftantly in it, 
to defend it againft the princes and people of Africa, who would never liiffer 
the order to fettle quietly fo near their dominions ; fo that they muft 
expeft to be daily fighting with the Arabs, who made incurfions up to the 
very gates of the city •, that in cafe of a liege, they could have no room 
to hope for any Ipeedy fuccour, confidering its great diftancc from Europe; 
that it was neither agreeable to the defign of their inftitution, nor conliftcnt 
with the good of Chriftendom, to abandon, as it were, the fea, and the 
defence of allChriftian fhips, to make war within land, and encroach upon 
the frontiers of their neighbours : whereas their prcdcccflbrs, though much 
more powerful than they were, had never attempted to enlarge their ter- 
ritories by conquefts, which generally clafh with juftice ; and that fincc 
that of Rhodes, wffiich they had taken from the corfairs, the order had 
never employ’d its forces, but for the afliftance of Chriftian princes, or 
for the fccurity and defence of fuch private perfons as frequented the 
Mediterranean. This report, made by old experienc’d officers, and knights 
full of the warmeft zeal for the difeipline of their order, determined the 
council to continue at Malta: The conlidcrations which chiefly prevailed 
upon them to take this refolution, were, the diftanccof thcplaccfrom 
Europe, the difficulty of the paflage thither, and the rcludance which the 
princes and nobility of Chriftendom would probably have, to fee their 
children, upon their being admitted into the order, confin’d as it were in 
the deferts of Africa. Upon which, the order difpatchcd two deputies to 
the emperor, and prevailed with him to approve of their condud ; not- 
withftanding which, the viceroy of Sicily ftill refented it, and by way of re- 
i enge prohibited the exportation of the corn, with which the convent was 
ufually fupplied from that illand. But in order to pacify him, the grand 
rnaftcr and council having advice that its coafts wcrcinfefted by a great 
number of corfairs, who had appeared before Palermo, Tent five gallies 
thither well provided, under the command of the prior of Capua. Strozzi 
prepar'd to fet lail immediately, confidering himfclf at fea as in his own 
element; but he was moreover pufh’d on by another circumftance, which 
was, that he found he was look’d upon with a lefs favourable eye at Malta, 
ever fince the death of the contervator Gagnon and the commanders Palca- 
tore and Bernardin ; Parpaille, one of his principal domcfticks, and who 
had thegreateft fhare of his confidence, being fufpc&cd of having poifon’d 
Vol. II. U u them 
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them all three>out of revenge for their having thrown out his matter at the 
latt ele&ion : this made him depart in a good deal of hurry. 

H e was fcarce arriv'd at Palermo when he receiv'd private letters from 
Peter Strozzi his eldeft brother, giving him advice of his being intruded 
with the command of the French army in Italy, and of his being de fir’d by 
the king of France to follicite him to refume, at the fame time, his former 
employment of general of his gallies. He urged further, that they could 
never meet with a more favourable opportunity for revenging their father’s 
death j that they might ad in concert by fea and land ; for which reafon, 
he bcgg’d him to facrifice his private refentmcnts againft the minifters of 
France, to the love and liberty of their country. Notwithftanding the 
difgutt which the prior had entertain'd againft the court of France, it yet was 
over-rul’d by the pre fling inftances which his brother made, and gave way 
to the violent hatred he retain'd in his heart againft Cofmo de Medicis t 
he made no other anfwer to his brother, than that he would be with him 
foon. The difficulty was, to get out of the port of Palermo without giving 
the viceroy any jealoufy, or affording him any reafon to guefs at his 
defign. 

Whether it were that the king of Spain had been inform’d by his 
fpies, that the commandofthe gallies of France was defign’d for the prior, 
or that he only furmiz'd,upon feeing his brother going to command in Italy, 
that he would not fail to ufe all his endeavours to engage the prior on the 
fame fide ; this prince had fent private orders to the viceroy of Sicily, to 
keep a Arid watch over the prior, in cafe he came into any port of the 
lfland, and to feize him upon the lcaft token he fhould dilcover of any 
intelligence that was between the two brothers. He was but juft arriv'd 
at Palermo, when he difeover’d, (through the thick dflguife of civilities 
which the viceroy affeded ro fhew him,) an air of uneafinefs that convinc’d 
him he was obferv'd and fufpeded by him. In order therefore to get out 
of his hands, he fent out one of his officers, in whom he mo ft confided, very 
early in the morning, in a light brigantine, under pretence of going to look 
out along the coafts of the illand, with orders to return after he had been 
fome hours at fea $ and without bringing his brigantine into the harbour, to 
come diredly to the viceroy’s, and tell him in his prefence, however he 
might find him, that he had deferied three Moorifh galiots in a fafe road 
not far off. The prior, after he had difmifs’d the officer, waited up- 
on the viceroy in his palace, where he was to dine 5 and before they 
fat down to table, all the fubjed of his difeourfe ran upon the ill offices he 
had receiv’d from the conftabledc Montmorency, as well as of the dange- 
rous defigns which that French nobleman had, as he faid, form’d againft 
his life, and the paflionate defire he had to be reveng’d of him, if ever he 
found an opportunity : and in order to juftify his refentment, ftiew’d him 
fevcral letters which he had receiv’d out of France, wherein fome of his 
friends, who were not let into the fecret of the king’s intentions, gave him 
advice not to put into any port of that kingdom, if he were not defirous of 
being arrefted. 

This feeming confidence impos’d upon the viceroy, who gave into 
the fnare, and, with a view of getting him into the emperor his mafter’s 
fervice, exaggerated the ingratitude of the French * and aflur’d him, that 
whenever he fhould quit the command of the gallies of the order, he would 
find at the court of Spain, employments worthy his birth and valour. 
They were now fet down at table, when in the middle of the entertain- 
ment, the officer whom the prior had fent to fea, came into the room, 
and told him in a great hurry, that he had difeovgr’d fome galiots of cor- 
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fairs in a creek, and that provided he made hafte, they might ealily be fur- c “® dE 
prized. The prior rofe up fuddenly with a fpecious air of fatisfaftion, la s angle. 
and turning to the viceroy, “ III give you a good account of them, fays VOfN/ 
“ he to him, and hope to bring them in to you before you rife from 
“ table.” 

The gallies under his command being all ready, he fail’d out of the 
harbour, and put to fea, keeping off from the coaft ; and as foon as he 
was out of light, he tack'd about and flood for Malta, where he landed 
without any obftade. Upon his return, he relign’d the gcneralfliip of the 
gallies, which perhaps might have been owing to his having been, ever 
fince the death of the confervator and the- two commanders, become 
fufpefted and odious to their relations and friends ; and the commander 
Farifot de la Valette was appointed to fucceed him. The prior having laid 
down that employment, gave out that he would go try his fortune in 
cruiflng with his own two gallies, and a third which belonged to his 
brother ; and that he was refolved to make war on his own account, 
upon all the corfairs he fhould meet with. Several young knights of 
all nations offer’d themfelves to follow him, engag’d to it by his reputa- 
tion ; which was fo great, that all young people in general were for 
learning the arts of war and navigation under fo excellent a captain. He 
receiv’d fuch as offer’d themfelves on board his gallies, and immediately 
fail’d out of the port ; but when he came off of Goza, he acquainted them 
wkh his delign, telling them, that he was going to command the French 
army; but that if any of them, from any juft reafon, might not think it 
proper to accompany him in that expedition, he then was ready to give 
them boats to carry them back to Malta. Some Spanifh and Italian knights 
left him, as being fubjefts of the king of Spain j the reft, who were bound 
by no fuch confiderations, refolv’d to follow his fortune, and he never 
fail’d to find foldiers, wherever there were men whofe minds were fufeep- 
tible of that glory which is to be acquir’d by arms. 

H e afterwards flood away for the coaft of Tufcany, and landed at Port- 
ercole. The French were in poffeffion of it, and the duke de Somme, 
who commanded for them in Groflato, came to join him with a body of 
infantry. The gallies of Provence were order’d to the lame place, to aft 
under his command. Whilft the prior was waiting for their coming up, 
he, in order not to let his men lie idle, form’d a delign to feize on a fmall 
place in the neighbourhood called Scar lino, lying within the territory of 
Piombino, and would needs, as was his ufual cuftom, go and reconnoitre 
it himfelf * but he approach’d fo near, that a peafant, who lay fnug among 
fome rufhes, knowing him by the tallnefs of his ftature, and by the bold- 
nefs of his coming on, fir'd at him, and wounded him with a musket-ball 
in the fide 1 he was immediately carried on board his gallies, and the next 
day to Caftillon de Pifcaya, where he died a few days afterwards. He 
wasa nobleman whom we may juftly rank among the greateft captains of his 
order, and his very enemies gave out, that had he been only lefs haughty, 
he would juftly have deferved to have been rais’d to. that rank, which he 
juftly merited by his uncommon valour : his great fpirit indeed would not 
fufter him to fubmit to the authority of men, whom he look’d upon as 
the -mere creatures of fortune and favour. He was buried in the great 
church of Portercole ; and the duke of Florence, recovering that place 
the year following, the general of his troops had inhumanity enough to 
dig up his body and throw it into the fea : a fcandalous kind of vengeance, 
that redounded as much to the prior’s glory, as to the reproach of fo mean- 
fpirited an enemy. 

La 
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La Valette, the new general of the gallics of Malta, put to fea as 
foon as he was in poffeflion of his poft, and in a little time grew terrible 
to the corfairs of Barbary, whom he drove away from the coafts of Sicily 
and Naples : he took feveral of them, and return’d into the ports of the 
ifland with a good number of prizes- The richeft commanders, encou- 
raged by this fuccefs, fitted out privateers for cruifmg, and the private 
knights engaged themfelves in thefe private armaments, according as their 
intereft or inclinations led them. The continual war which the order 
made upon the infidels, the frequent ravages upon their coafts, the taking 
of fuch numbers of corfairs and merchant {hips, and the fecurity which 
their fuccours gave to the commerce of the Chriftians, drew upon them 
the refentment of the grand feignior ; and a report was fpread abroad, 
that Solyman intended to attack them in Malta, and had boafted that he 
would drive them out of that ifland, as he had done about forty years 
before from that of Rhodes. But fome expeditions which he made into 
Afia, and the civil wars that rofc up in his life-time between his children, 
diverted his arms for fome time another way. The grand matter, however, 
in order to prevent a furprize, order’d the new general of the gallies to 
put to fea again, and get up all the corn and warlike ftorcs he could meet 
with in the ports of Sicily, and along the coafts of Italy : with thefe he 
fill'd the publick magazines ; and, as we are told, without putting the 
order to any expence ; he fcoured the fea up to the very mouth of the 
Nile, carrying off from thence three (hips laden with corn for Conftanti- 
nople and Egypt. 

Whilst the general and other privateers were thus bringing prizes 
and provifions into the ifland of Malta, the grand mafter was employ’d in 
adding new fortifications to the fort of St. Elmo, to the ifle of Sr. Michael, 
and the town, the ordinary refldence of the convent. He funk and widen’d 
the ditches, and order’d a fpur or counterfort to be raifed to ftrengthen the 
fort of St. Elmo ; but the greateft expence he was at, and which indeed 
appear’d the moft neceflary, was that which was laid out upon the ifle of 
St. Michael. This narrow piece of land, which run out into the fea, was 
open on all fides, and had only a little cattle for its defence. The grand 
matter built thick walls about that part of the caftle which lies over againft 
the rock of Corradin, fortifying them with bulwarks, and baftions with 
proper flanks in feveral places, and brought the fea- water into the ditch } 
and raifed all thefe fortifications with his own money, he being a man 
who had never given into any expence, but what contributed tothe fecurity 
and defence of the place. By way, therefore, of acknowledgment for his 
great difintcreftednefs, and for the benefits which thereby accrued to the 
order, the knights gave his name to that peninfula which was before call'd 
the ifle of St. Michael, but which went ever after by the name of the 
ifle de la Sangle. 

B y his generous cares, and the valour of the knights, Malta grew every 
day more flourilhing ; when upon the 23d of September, this general pro- 
fperity was fuddenly interrupted by an unexpected accident. There arofe 
in the harbour about feven a-clock in the evening a terrbile hurricane, 
fuch as the feamen call a guft of wind, or whirlwind, and the modern 
Greeks Syphon. This ftorm, which was occafion'd by the violence and 
fhock of feveral contrary winds that met together, fwell'd the waves, funk 
feveral veftels, drove others afhore, flutter'd the brigantines and galiots 
to pieces $ and, what was ftill more deplorable, turn'd four gallies topfy. 
turvy with their keels in the air, fo that moft of the officers, the foldiers, 
and the crew, were either drown’d, or crufh’d to pieces by the weight of the 
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velfels. The hoafes next the port were in a moment fwallow’d up, toge- Cl ADDE 
ther with their inhabitants; the caftlc of St. Angelo itfelf trembled and laSa^oce. 
(hook i the great piece of wood to which the ftandard of the order was L/YV 
fixed, was torn up and carried half a mile off. The violence of the wind, 
the torrents of rain that fell from the sky, and the waves of the fea, which 
appear'd either fwell’d into mountains, or loft in devouring gulphs, feem’d 
to threaten Malta with utter deftruftion; when in lefs than half an 
hour, this dreadful ftormceafed as fuddenly as it hadrifen, and a calm and 
fair weather appear’d at once ; fo that had it not been for the difmal havock 
of the houfes which were blown down, and of the (hips that had loft their 
mafts and were dalh'd to pieces, one could fcarcely have believed that the 
port, which was then fo quiet, had been but a moment before, the theatre 
of fuch a dreadful revolution. 

The grand mafter no fooner heard of it, but he immediately repair'd 
thither, with moft of the knights of the convent ; and though the ftorm 
ftill continued, he did all that lay in his power to aflift fuch as could not 
fwim, and to take up the floating bodies of thofe who were drown'd : 
but as the night was coming on, they were obliged to wait till the next 
day, in order to raife up the gallies, and fet them afloat. The return of 
day-light (hew'd them this difmal fpe&acle in all its horror : above fix 
hundred perfons, knights, officers, foldiers, and (laves, were either drown’d 
or crufli’d to pieces by the overturning of the gallies : and they found in 
the foldiers pockets the money which they had receiv’d for their pay the day 
before. The grand mafter hearing a noife that came from a galley that 
was overturn’d, order'd an hole to be made in it, and fome planks to be 
taken away : the firft thing that appear'd was a monkey, who immediately 
ieap’d out ; then they drew out the chevalier de 1’Efcur, who was after- 
wards fo famous under the name of Romegas, and fcveral other knights, 
who had been all night up to the chin in Water, clinging to the bottom 
of the keel with their hands, where they had fcarce air enough to breathe. 

They were taken out of this difmal place, when they found them pale 
and benumb'd with cold, and rather dead than alive, moft of them fainting 
away as foon as they were expofed to the open air. All polfifile care was 
ufed for their relief, and as foon as they came to themfelves, they went 
immediately to the next church to return thanks to God for their prefer- 
vation. The grand mafter fet to work immediately about railing up and 
refitting the gallies; they found that the largcft of them was entirely 
ruin’d, and that it would be impoflible ever to make it fit for fervice 
again ; the reft were repair’d at a vaft expence. The treafury furnifh’d all 
the gallcy-flaves they had, and to make up their complement, feveral pca- 
fants of the ifland offer’d themfelves voluntarily to ferve as rowers on 
board : fome Chriftian princes, and all the commanders who had money 
and credit, exerted themfelves in a fuitable manner to repair fo confiderable 
a lofs. The grand mafter, in order to fet them an example, built a galley 
at his own expcnce in the port of Medina ; and the pope, who was greatly 
concern’d at this terrible difafter, generoufly fupply'd it with a crew of 
Haves taken out of his ptifons, and criminals who had been condemn’d by 
the fecular arm. 

Phil ip II. king of Spain, confidering Malta as the bulwark of Sicily 
and his Italian dominions, made the order a prefent of two gallies well 
provided. Philip du Broc, an old knight of the language of Provence, and 
prior of St. Gilles, gave the order a great gallion,whichthe commander Paf- 
chal du Broc, his nephew, carried to Malta, laden with ammunition and 
provifions, with a good number of foldiers on board, and compleatly 
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fitted out for the feafervice. Francis de Lorrain, grand prior of France, 
arriv’d about the fame time in the harbour with two gallics, who out of 
zeal for his order was come to offer his fervice to the grand matter. This 
young prince heightned afterwards, on feveral occaftons, the reputation of 
valour, which feems to be hereditary in his illuttrious family. The order, 
by reafon of the prodigious lofs it had futtain'd, (food in great want of 
thefe feveral fuccours ; and the rather, becaufe the corfairs of Barbary, in 
hopes of making their advantage of this dittatter, infefted the coafts of the 
ill and, and often kept the port in a manner block’d up. Above all,Dragut, 
that formidable enemy of the order, thinking he (hould find their forces 
in diforder, appear'd off Malta with fevcn gallics well fupplied with land- 
forces, and putting them on fhorc, ravag'd the open country, taking a great 
number of prifoners : but before he could have time to reimbark, the 
commander Lewis dc Lattic, of the language of Auvergne, and grand 
marfhalof the order, fell upon him with a body of 300 knights, cut part 
of the corfairs to pieces, recover'd the ptifoners and the booty, and forc'd 
Dragut to make the belt of his way to his (hips. To revenge this infult, 
the prince of Lorrain immediately put outtofea with his own gallics and 
two others belonging to the order, fcour’d all the coaft of Barbary in his 
turn, came up with a brigantine of Affanbaly’s, a famous corfair, between 
Malta and Tripoli, which he took; gave chafe to Uluchialy, taking from 
him a galley and galiot ; and before he return’d back to the harbour of 
Malta, made prizes of two other vcttels, laden with fait and various kind 
of merchandize. 

B y the valour of this prince, and the refolution of their privateers, the 
order foon recover’d the fame fuperiority in thofe feas, which it had enjoy’d 
before the fury of the hurricane had been felt at Malta ; when there hap- 
pen’d a new accident, which caus'd a great ditturbance, and gave rife to 
very unhappy diflenfions in the fociety. But in order to give the reader 
a right notion of this difpute, in which the pope and the greateft princes 
of Europe intcrcfted themfelvcs, 'twill be ncceflary to obferve, that upon 
the prior of Capua's death, feignior Strozzi his brother had taken pofiemon 
of his gallics as his own property, of which one indeed had always belong’d 
to him s but as he was at the head of a land-army, he could not command 
his gallies in perfon, and had therefore joined them to fome French gallics 
that were in the port of Civita-Vecchia, under the command of the chevalier 
Sforza, prior of Lombardy, and brother to the cardinal of that name, high 
chamberlain to the pope. The king and Strozzi imagin'd that their gallies 
were very fafe in that place ; but the prior ofLombardy quitted the French 
fervice at that time, to enter into that of Spain ; and in order to make him- 
felf more coniiderable in the new party in which he had engaged himfelf, 
he took his meafures fo well, in concert with the high chamberlain, whole 
dignity gave him a great authority in all the territories of the church, that 
he carried off two of the king’s gallies, and brought them into the port of 
Naples. And by his follicitations, and a like ad of treachery, one Moret 
de Nilfard, a native of Piedmont, feiz’donone ofStrozzi’s gallies, and re- 
tir'd with it into the harbour of Villa-Franca, where the duke of Savoy gave 
him his protection, and allow’d him to fet up his flag. 

Such a notorious robbery in breach of his oath, was a great blemilh 
to the prior ofLombardy’s honour, and rais'd the anger and refentment of 
the pope. Paul IV. was at that time in the papal chair, and had the govern- 
ment of the church in his hands; but was himfelf govern’d by one of his 
nephews, a knight of Malta, whom upon his accelCon to the popedom 
he had dignified with the Roman purple by the name of cardinal Caraffa. 
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t they had had no hand in it. In order to this end, they arrefted card? 
na Sforza, who they threw into a loathfome prifon, and threatned ro 

fent bTck^to the’™ ^ gaUiCS wercnot immediately 

i± n f r a f mann «- Jhe prior, who knew the cardinal nephew's violent' 

L: ? ’ , en , C bacdc immediately } and was forc’d, in order to procure 
hs brothers liberty, to give 200000 crowns fecurity, thathe P fhouM 
not (hr out of Rome without the privity of the pope and his nephew But 

^ a morc dlfficult matter get back Strozzi's galley^ which Mo- 
ret had carried into the port of Villa- Franca. And in order to elude the 
complaints and inftances of the pope, the duke of Savoy fent it into the 
Levant with his own flag, and a commiflion under his grea l feal. Cardinal 
raffa and Strozzi, thirfting to take revenge forfo treacherous an aftion 

und^T hCard ° m . OI f s bein S at fea > but they fent another galley afte^him 
under the command of a French captain called Fouroux, an excellent fea- 
officer devoted to the family of Strozzi; recommending tohimLthe 
me time, to employ cunning as well as valour, in order to recover the 
galley out of his hands. Fouroux, the better to conceal the drfion r,f i,- 
voyage, went firft to Malta, where he obtain’d the grand matter's ‘kave to 

Unon^ Z 1 h n rr C S 1CertWithhis gallics ’ an< i under § the flTg of the order 
pon which, he tail d out of the harbour in company with the admiral *allev 
and had not been long at fea, before he met the galley he 
Motet who commanded her, taking the galley there Fouroux was on 
board for the admiral of the order, fainted her, got into his W bolt and 
went on board her in order to talk with the general : but ho^rcat was 
his furprize, when he found himfclf in the power ofoncof sLzzLffi 
cers. He was immediately arrefted and put in irons, and Fouroux afterwards 

ccrTandToM^ hlS gal !^> asifhe h ad brou ght back the captain, the offi- 
and foIdle [ s not miftrufting any thing, luffer’d him to approach • fo 
that he enter d the galley, and made himfclf matter of it, befoixthcv were 
fo much as fenfible that they had receiv'd their enemy on board 
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threaten d to fight Fouroux, in cafe he did not releafe her immediately 

and fet Moret at liberty : but Fouroux (hewing him pofitive orders for 
that purpofe from the king, and an exprefs commiflion from thc pope thc 
firft fuperior of the order, he did not think fit to take upon him^o de- 
termine fo critical an affair j but having made Fouroux a»rcc to follow 

t£ F Wlth h lS PnZC t0 Malta> they came a few da > rs af ter before thc port 
The French captain immediately fent his commiflions to thc grand prior of 

France, and drew up a memorial, in which he gave him a § P rdcSar ac 
count of the trick that Moret had play’d feignior Strozzi . 1 P The prince 
of Lorrain having laid them before the grand matter, obtain’d leave for 
Fouroux to enter the harbour with his own galley and his prize Thele 
two galUesbemg enter’d into the port, captai? Moret apply’d himfS to 

of ^thewderhad 3 ^ making bitter complafnts that the flag 

their ^foveS ln d t^T C , C r° fur P rizc a § a ^y which belong’d to 
Th?r f 7 ’ d h ° nly ° ut of refe nmient at his alliance with Spain 
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ana the viceroy of Sicily ufed all his credit to fupport it Thev likewif? 
procur d fome merchants of Ragufa, and of the ifle of Scio, to demand the 
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, Claude cargo found on board Moret's galley, as being their property 5 and the 
xaSavovz. office of the treafury put in their claim for the galley, as being part of 
l/’W' the prior of Capua’s pcrfonaleftate, to which the order had a right to fuc- 
cced. Thefe different intcrefts and pretenfions caufed grievous diviiions 
in the convent, every one liding with his own language and nation. The 
council, whofe views and adions ever tended to the common good of the 
order, could not help blaming the grand mailer for having fuffer'd the 
two galleys in difpute, to enter the harbour without their privity $ a Hep 
that had involv'd them in a troublefomc affair, the deciiion of which they 
could have wifh’d had been wholly left to the princes whom it concern'd : 
however, as there was no recalling what had pals’d, and that the two cap* 
tains had each of them a ftrong party in Malta, the council appointed com- 
miflioners to examine into the claims and pretenfions of both. Moret 
complain’d of his having been impos’d upon, by the confidence which he 
had repo fed in the gallics of the orders and that that which belong'd to 
the prince his mailer, had been taken from him by treachery and furprize : 
he therefore demanded that it (hould be reflor'd to him, employing at the 
fame time the mod preffing inftances. Fouroux, not owning the autho- 
rity of the council, gave himfelf no trouble about his defence $ fo thar 
he only produced his commidions, and laid, that what he had done was 
in obedience to the pope's orders, in execution of which, he had retaken 
a galley that belong'd to his holineis, and which had been fcandalouily 
carried off by Moret in the fight of all Italy : and that in cafe the order 
did not think fit to punilh that robber, the pope knew how to do himfelf 
juftice, even upon thofe, who, out of politick confidcrations, and in op» 
pofition to the obedience which they owed him, {hould refufe to take no-, 
rice of fo flagrant a robbery. 

It appearing upon proof, that the galley in difpute had been carried off 
out of the pope's harbours, the council order'd Moret, who had managed 
that affair, to be arrefted, but left Fouroux only in the cuflody of the 
grand prior ; who, upon his giving his parole, anfwcr’d readily fox keeping 
him. The grand matter immediately difpatch’d an embaflador to the popc^ 
to receive his orders in relation to this diipute ; and wrote at the fame 
time to the king of Spain, and his minifters in Italy, to acquaint them alfo 
with it : the pope and the king of France demanded by concert, that 
Fouroux (hould be fent to them with his prize, and the robber be deliver'd 
into their hands, to be punilh’d by martial law. There was no difputing the 
pope's authority, they were forced to obey, and fend back the galley to the 
port of Civita-Vccchia, and the cargo was reflor'd to the owners. As for 
Moret, they kept him for fome time in prifon > but at laft, out of regard 
to the king of Spain, they let him make bis efcape, which the council was 
glad to connive at j and the duke of Medina Celi, then viceroy of Sicily, 
fent a brigantine upon the coaft to take him on board. The council ex- 
amin'd witneffes about his eicape, and fent an account of it to the pope, 
who, after the reftitution of his galley, feem'd to be well enough fa- 
tisfied. 

Notwithstanding that this affair had been managed and ter- 
minated with great prudence, ncverthelefs the divifion it occafion’d in the 
convent, and the reproaches which dropp'd from the council with regard 
to the grand mailer's conduit in it, gave him fofenfible a concern, that k 
threw him into a fit of ficknefs. He never look'd tip afterwards, but 
Augoft 18. pin'd away, and died as became a good Chriftian. He would not dilpole 
1 557. of any of his effe&s, though he had obtained leave to do lo from ageneral 
chapters and, not withflanding the great fums he bad laid out, in fortifying 
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the ifleof Malta, hcneverthelcfs left upwards of fixty thoufand crowns 
behind him. The council could not but admire a fpirit fo nobly difinte- 
refted? and to (hew their fenfc of it, fent twelve thoufand livres into 
France, to augment the portion of madamoifcllc de Mont-Chanar his 
niece. They founded, purfuant to the intention of the deceased, amafs 
for ever in thechapelof the cattle of St. Angelo * and laid out part of the 
money tnornamentsfor the church of the convent, of crimfon velvet em-r 
brqider*d with gold> on which they put the grand mailer la Sanglts arms, 
as a monument both of his piety, and of the gratitude of the order. • • 

: 'There was no great difficult/ in the choice of a fucceffor.; the bailiff 
of Lions, nephew to the marlhal Vallier, had indeed foffie votes at firft, 
notwithftanding that hewas abfent 5 but no fooner had one ofithe eledors 
propos’d the commander de i/AValette, but all the votes united in his . 

favour. This nobleman had never left Malta fince the time of his del! 

reception into the ordferi and had gradually fillU up aill thi offices of it? Valetti - 
he had been a fdldicr, a captain, a general, an able politician, firm in 
his refolutions, and as much efteem’d among the knights, as formidable 1557. 
to the infidels. The order, under his adininittration, recover'd its an? 
tient authority, which had been much impair'd in fome provinces of 
Germany, and in the territories of the republick of Venice. 

E v z r fince the time that the Huffites had ruin’d moft of the com- 
manderies of Bohemia, the common treafury of the order could never 
draw any thing from that kingdom, and the adjoining provinces. They 
had been engaged in continual Wars either in Hungary, or in the hereditary 
dominions of the houfe of Auftria ; which following clofc upon the in- 
furredions railed by the Huffites, had interrupted the payment of the 
refponfions, which the knights of that country were obliged to fend either 
to Rhodes or Malta ; and the priOrs bf thoft large provinces!, had affirm'd 
to themfelves a right 1 of nomination to the commanderies that fell vacant 
within their refpedive priories. The grand maftcr, unable to fuffer abufes, 

'which he faw were growing up into cuftoms, and which would in time 
plead a right of prefeription, wrote about it in the ftrongeft terms tp thofe 
provinces; and in order to put an end to them the more effedaally, he 
apply’d himfelf to the emperor, and to Ferdinand king of the Romans, his 
brother. Thefe princes, who knew what an excellent ufe the order made 
Of its revenues, fignified to thefevcral priors and commanders whofe 
commanderies lay within their territories, that it was their intention, they 
fhould give entire fatisfadion to the grand matter. The German knights 
met in a chapter, and immediately difpatch’d away Wenceflas de Hefle- 
Affembiitg, prior of Bohemia* Sigifipond Romcr, commander of Miel- 
perg; and Henry de Rietchenau, commander of Eftugna, as their Depu- 
ties to Malta; who, in the name of all the knights of their language, 
took the oath of obedience to the grand maftcr; promifed to pay their 
refponfions, and the taxes which fhould be laid upon their provinces by 
general chapters ; and by an inftrument in form, made, in the namo of 
all the priors of Germany, a folcmn renunciation of all manner of right 
todifpofe of the commanderies within their refpedive priories, one only 
excepted ; which, according to the general cuftom of the whole order, 
they had a privilege of conferring once in five years. 

The Venetian commanders, by virtue of the protedion which the 
fenate gave them} were for following the example of the Germans, in 
getting themfelva excus’d from paying their refponfions, under pretence 
that they ferv’d fbeir country againft the Turks. But as thefe kinds of 
contributions wer^ employ’d only in armaments againft the infidels, the 
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John grand matter reprefented the duty they ow’d, and their primary obligations 
v alette, in fo clear a light, and demanded their obedience with fo much resolution 
and authority, that they all fiibmitted to his orders : and a little after Tent 
their rcfponftons to Malta, as did likewife the Germans, both of which 
were ever afterwards regularly paid. 

After this regulation, which related to the provinces, and as it were 
the out parts of the convent, the grand matter undertook an affair, which 
had made a great noife at Malta, and indeed over all Europe $ but which, 
like the greatett events, was now grown fo out of date, that it was talked 
of no more. The marfhal de Vallier, governor of Tripoli, whom the 
grand matter D’Omedes had profecuted with fo much vigour, was ftili 
living ; and this old commander, whom before that unhappy affair, mott 
of the knights intended to have chofen for their grand matter, was then 
pining away in obfcurity,but which fuited with his misfortunes. 'Tis indeed 
true, the grand matter de la Sangle had fet him at liberty ; but various con* 
iiderations, and the tendernefs and regard which he thought himfelf ob- 
liged to (hew to the memory and friends of D’Omedes, had hinder’d him 
from reftoring him to his honours. 

But the grand matter de la Valcttc being naturally more intrepid, 
and thoroughly perfuaded of the marfhal's merit and good condud, thought 
it his duty to do him juftice ; and after having taken an exa& review of the 
proceedings againft him,and made an impartial enquiry into the merits of the 
cafe, he clear'd him of the unjuft accufations which his enemies had brought 
to blacken him, conferring upon him at the fame time, the title of grand 
bailif of Lango, as an atteftation, and the feal of his innocence. He did not 
flop here, but that he might revenge him and the whole order, for the 
infults and ill treatment they had met with from the infidels at the taking 
of Tripoli, he enter’d into aprojeft, which John de la Cerda, duke of 
Medina-Ccli, viceroy of Sicily, had propos’d to him for the recovery of 
that place. 

Dragut was at that time in poffeffion of it : this famous corfairnot 
fuccceding in his views of obtaining from the Sultan, the title of. bafha, 
and the poft of lord high admiral of his empire, a dignity which had been 
conferred on Barbaroffa, had refign’d the fangiacfhip of Santa Maura ; and 
under pretence of zeal for his matter’s fervice, and of defending the coafts 
of Africa againft the incurfions of the knights of Malta, had contented 
himfelf with the title of governor of Tripoli: but as the place lay at a vaft 
diftance from the port, it was in reality a kind of little principality, which 
he govern’d with an authority that was in a manner abfolute, altho’ he, in 
order to continue himfelf the benefit of the grand feignior's protedion, 
affc&ed to Ihew himfelf entirely fubfervient to all his orders. 

This corfair, ever fince his fettlement at Tripoli, had wholly employ'd 
himfelf in repairing its walls and in fortifying them with ramparts, defin- 
ing to make it his place of arms and the feat of his dominion. He had 
taken care to ftrengthen the fortifications with fcveral haftions, and with 
all the works which theground would admit of, or that art had invented 
at that time. Nor was the cattle lefs ftrongly fortified ; and notwithftanding 
that its fituation was not very advantageous, he, by his continual pains 
and a prodigious expencc, had made it one of thettrongeft fortreflesof 
Africa. The entrance of the port was fecur’d by great towers, well pro- 
vided with artillery, fo that it ferv’d for a fecure retreat to the veflels of 
Dragut, and other corfairs, who cruiz'd under the grand feignior's flag; 
and 'twas from hence that all thofe infidel rovers fail'd, who infefted the 
coafts of Sicily and Naples, and infultcd even thofe of Spain. 
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The new viceroy of Sicily, in order to fignalize his acceffion to that ) OHN 
dignity, form'd a fcheme for befieging Tripoli ; and the better to carry v alette. 
his point, endeavour'd to engage the grand maftcr in it : nor did he find it OOTV 
a difficult matter, to bring him into a defign which was calculated to dc- 
ftroy that neft of pirates. They, hy concert, wrote to Philip II. king of 
Spain, upon this fubjeft > who, tho* he was not a very warlike prince, 
yet as the fecurity of his coafts, and the tranquillity of his fubje&s was 
concerned in it, and that moreover he was apprehenfive left Dragut 
fhould attempt to reduce Goletta, approv’d a project which came re- 
commended by the grand mafter's approbation ; of whofe valour and ca- 
pacity he was highly fcnfible, and whofe knights were to (hare in the ex- 
pence and the dangers of the enterprize. 

Philip fent orders to the duke of Scffa, governour of the Milanefe ; 
to the duke of Alcala, who commanded in the kingdom of Naples 3 and 
to John Andrew Doria, general of his gallics, to join their forces, and 15J9. 
tranfport them to Sicily. The general command of the army was given 
to the duke of Medina-Celi, with ezprefs inftru&ions to follow the grand 
mafter's advice in the whole condudof this enterprize. But as the three 
noblemen abovemention 'd, by their diftance from court, had taken upon 
thcmfelves to obey no farther than they thought proper, and being jea- 
lous withal of the authority which the king their mafter had veiled in the 
viceroy of Sicily, they found out various pretences to retard the execution 
of his orders 3 fo that Philip was at laft forced to fend the commander 
de Guimerans, an old knight who chanced to be at his court, into Italy, 
in order to hlaftcn the march of thefe fever al bodies of troops, and to 
lead them to Sicily. 

The grand mafter feeing it very late in the year, was for putting off 
the enterprize to the next fpring, and wrote to the viceroy to that purpofe; 
but as that nobleman was afraid left the king ffiould change his mind, or 
that fome court-cabal fhould fupplant him in a commiffion, which he 
fancied would afford him an opportunity of acquiring no little fharc of 
glory, he made all the haftc he could to fet out f when, appointing the 
general rendezvous of the fleet in the ifland of Malta, he, notwith- 
ftanding the rigour of the feafon, came thither about the middle of De- 
cember, where he was receiv’d with all the honours due to his dignity, 
and the potent monarch he reprefented. The troops he had brought 
with him were put into good quarters, and the grand maftcr review’d in 
his prefence thofe he defign’d for the expedition : they confided of four 
hundred knights of the order, and fifteen hundred men in their fervicc, 
beiides volunteers. The chevalier d’Urre dcTeflicres, a great captain, and 
at that time general of the gallies, was made their commander in chief 3 
and the grand mafter and council repofed fo much confidence in his 
valour and experience, that they left him the choice of his lieutenant, and 
the officer he fhould fubftitute in his place, either to command the land- 
forces, in cafe he fhould think fit to keep always at fea ; or to flay on board 
the gallies, in cafe he fhould take upon himfclf the command of the 
troops which were to form the liege. 

The viceroy thanked the grand mafter for this ftrong reinforcement, 
and was particularly overjoy'd at the light of that body of brave men, 
being no lefs than four hundred, who were to go on board, all of them 
antient knights, that had grown old in the fervice. Nor was he lefs edi- 
fied with the charitable care, which the other knights afterwards took of 
his officers and foldiers that fell ill $ for during the two months that thefe 
foreign troops continued in the ifland, their fick were look’d after and 
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j°hh attended with a pious zeal, from which the order has never once deviated 

v a leVt e. ever fince its foundation. 

V/YV In fine, the Milanefe and Neapolitan troops arriving at Malta in the 
beginning of February, fcveral councils of war were held, in order to con- 
fider upon the operations of the campaign. The liege of Tripoli was, as 
we have faid, the principal defign of this armament ; but as the viceroy had 
been inform'd of the new fortifications which had been made to the place, 
and particularly that Dragut, a formidable commander, had thrown him* 
felf into it with all his beft troops, and a prodigious quantity of aihmuni- 
tion and provifions, the dangers of the enterprize, and the uncertainty of 
the fuccefs enervated his courage ; and as he was a much better courtier than 
a general, he propos’d the conqueft of the ifleof Gelves, where he was in 
hopes of acquiring glory unattended with danger. 

The grand matter readily agreed, that they indeed would meet with 
no great difficulties in reducing a fmall ifland, that was open on all fides r 
and which had no fortrefs in it, but one Angle cattle, that was but poorly 
fortified j but he alfo reprefented at the fame time, that what render’d it 
fo exceeding weak, and made the conqueft of it fo very eafy, would like- 
wife make it impracticable for them to keep it, and thereby put the infi- 
dels, as foon as the fleet ttiould be retired, upon making an attempt to re- 
cover it s that the open country was peopled with Moors or Arabs, who 
would not fail to lay ambufcadcs in the forefts of palm-trees, and hinder 
them in that dry country, from fetching water out of fomc wells, 
which had been dug in the ifland ; that moreover there was fome reafon 
to fear left the grand feignior’s fleet, with which they were threaten’d, 
fhould come upon them, whilft they were in the midft of the enterprize, 
and fink their gallies : whereas, if they could but reduce Tripoli, they 
fhould be fecure in that port, and the banks of fand and flats, which lay 
along the coaft thereabouts, would be of ufe to them againft the great vcf- 
fels of the Turkifh navy. 

The viceroy, who thought his honour oblig’d him to adhere to his o- 
pinion, would not hearken to thcle reafons which were brought againft it, 
but ftill maintain'd that he would reduce the ifland before fuch time as the 
grand feignior could be able to fit out a fleet, and fend it to fea ; and that, 
in order to fecure their conqueft, they had nothing to do but to fortify 
the caftle with four baftions, which would put both it, and the whole 
ifland in a fufficient ftate of defence. The members of the council of 
war were divided between thefc two oppofite opinions ; but as the greateft 
part of the officers had their dependancc on the viceroy, very few durft 
declare themfelves of a fentiment contrary to his. The grand matter 
urg'd to him, that he, by changing the project and plan of the campaign, 
was going to addiredly contrary to' the intentions of the king his matter, 
and the inftrudions which had been given him ; but all in vain, la Cerda was 
obftinate, and adhered firmly to his opinion. LaValette, who forefaw all 
the ill confequcnces which they might juftly exped from this enterprize, 
told him plainly, that he might, if he pleas’d, employ his matter’s troops 
as he thought proper ; but that in cafe he laid afide the firft projed which 
had been approv’d of by the king of Spain, and communicated to the 
council of the order, he would not fuffer a knight to ftir out of the ifland. 
The viceroy was vex’d to find the grand matter fo refolute ; but not being 
able to purfue his defigns without his reinforcement, he feemed to come 
over to his fentiments, and pretended to apply himfelf entirely to the 
firft projed. All the talk was now of the fiege of Tripoli j but as the 
grand matter difeover’d, that he hadftill fome doubt of the fincerity of 
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his intentions, the viceroy, in order to remove his fufpicions, fworc in a J OHK 
folemn manner by the life of the king his fovereign, and by the head of v ^ftte. 
Gallon de la Cerda his fon, a young nobleman, whom he had brought 
along with him, that he would fail direttly for Tripoli, which he promis'd 
to inveft. This however was the furtheft off his thoughts, but he refolved 
to conceal his real defign, till fuch time as he fhould be out at fea, where 
he would have the foie direction ofthe army, and in confequence of that, 
fleer which way he fhould judge proper. 

The imbarkation was made on the tenth of February the grand 
mailer put, over and above the troops of the order, two hundred Maltefe 
pioneers on board, to ferveat the liege of Tripoli. The chevaliers Flottc 
and dc la Roche had the charge of the artillery that was to be put on Ihore } 
and the hofpital for the lick and wounded officers and foldiers, was com- 
mitted to the care of the commander Garcia de Contreras, with fome o- 
ther knights for his alfillants. The Chriftian fleet fleer’d away for the coaft 
of Africa, and arrived at Seches de Querquene. The ifle of Gelves had 
been always fubjeffc to its own princes j but Dragut, ever lince his being 
fettled in Tripoli under the grand feignior’s authority, had made thofc 
petty fovereigns tributary to the port. That corfair, as foon as he had 
advice of the viceroy’s being off of the illand with his fleet, failed thither 
with two gallics, and put into the channel of Cantara, of which mention 
has been already made in the eleventh book. The Chriftian general fpying 
thefetwo gallies, detach’d a greater number to take them $ but the commo- 
dore ofthe Chriftian gallies feeing two merchant-lhips coming from Alex- 
andria, bore down upon them, and took them j a thirft after booty making 
him ncgled the purfuit of Dragut’s two gallies. Whilft he was bufy in 
plundering thefe veflels, Dragut* with his gallies got out of the channel, 
and difpatch’d one of them, commanded by the corfair Uluchiali, to give 
advice to the port, that a ftrong fleet, compos’d of the fquadrons of the 
king of Spain, and the knights of Malta, was ravaging the coaft of Bar- 
bary, and threaten’d to lay liege to Tripoli. By the fame exprefs he deli- 
red that fuccours might be immediately fent him, during which, he, after 
having left orders for the defence of the ifle of Gelves, return’d with as 
much diligence as he had come, and Ihut up himfelf in Tripoli. Soly- 
man, as foon as he receiv’d the news, fent ftrift orders to all the ports of 
the Archipelago, to fit out immediately all fuch Ihips and gallies, as were 
in a condition to be put to fea : Cara Muftapha, his high admiral, who 
was to command the fleet, took the fame care in the port of Conftanti- 
nople. 

In the mean time, the viceroy was forced to land fevcral times to 
take in frelh water, and never made a defeent but he found the people of 
Gelves ready to oppofe him. Thefe, indeed, hated the Turks in their 
>• hearts, and were very uneafy under their yoke ; but this hatred gave way 
to the refentment which they conceiv’d at the feizure of the merchant- 
lhips which belong’d to them : full of rage on that occalion, they fell 
upon the viceroy's detachments, and in the skirmilhes between them, 

Alvarez de Sande, one of the principal officers of the army, was wounded, 
and the Chriftians were forced to reimbark with the lofs of two hundred 
men, and five captains of foot. The fleet put to fea again, and made 
towards Tripoli, but flopp’d at the Flats of c Palo > fo call’d by reafon of 
feveral currents, which fometimes leave that part of the fea dry. The 
viceroy came to an anchor near thefe currents, in expe&ation ofthe coming 
up of part of his troops, which could not fet out from Malta with the body 
of the army ; when he landed fome men on the neighbouring coaft, to dig 
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John wells in feveral places. The water they met with here being clear and 
V aWtti. agreeable to the tafte, they carried a great quantity of it on board the fleet j 
both the officers and foldiers drinking of it withgreedinefs : but experience 
foon (View'd them its ill effects 5 moft of thofe who drank of it falling ill, 
and a great number of them died j among whom, were feveral of the moft 
confiderable knights of the order. Their fleet was at the fame time at- 
tack’d with a furious ftorm, and the admiral galley of Sicily, ftrikingagainft 
thegallion of Malta, was fhatter’d to pieces, and funk to the bottom* 
Thefe accidents, which are common enough at fea, were only as fo many 
preludes to a more deplorable misfortune. 

The viceroy, when the weather grew calm, propos’d, in a council of 
war, the quitting of that ftation. The commander dc Teflieres, purfuant 
to his inftru&ions, propos’d to him the going firft to Langir, an healthy 
place, where there was good anchorage, and which lay very convenient 
for their paffage to Tripoli; he reprcfented further, that they by taking 
that place, and particularly by being matters of the port, would thereby 
fecure the fleet not only againft ftorms, but alfo againft the armada, which 
they faid was coming from Conftantinoplc ; not to mention that the 
Moors and inhabitants of the country would declare themfelves againft 
the Turks with more confidence, when they fhould fee the Chriftians 
matters of that place ; and that after the reducing of Tripoli, that of 
Gclves would coft them but a vifit. 

But the viceroy, who was in no wife fond of difficult enterprizes, 
remedied the motion, under pretence that the winds were contrary : the 
officers who compos’d the council, being his dependants, durft not appear 
to be of a different opinion. Hereupon they return’d to Gelves on the 
feventh of March 5 from whence the general of the Maltefe gallies dif- 
patch’d a frigate to the grand matter, to give him an account of all that had 
pafs'd ; informing him at the fame time, that the viceroy had not courage 
enough to advance to Tripoli. 

The Chriftians landed in the ifland without the leaft oppofition, not a 
fingle Moor offering to difpute their defeent : upon which,they advanc’d up 
into* the country, to a place where there were fome wells of frelh water, 
but they were fill’d up ; when opening them, though with a great deal of 
difficulty, they found the water had a very bitter tafte, occasion’d by the 
great quantity of aloes-leaves which the people of Gclves had thrown into 
them. The Chriftian army encamp’d in this place ; during which, fome 
deputies, or rather fpies, from the cheick or lord of the ifland, arriv'd ; 
who demanded an interview with the viceroy, under pretence of com- 
plaining of war having been made upon them without any occaiion given 
on their part, or any declaration of it on his. They propos’d in his name, 
that the army Ihould quit the ifland, and that a conference fhould be held 
at la Rochette * where, they faid, the Chriftians would find plenty of 
good water. The viceroy, without either dircdly accepting, or entirely 
receding this propofal, told them, that he was ready enough to enter 
into a conference with their matter, but that it mutt be at the foot of the 
cattle, whither he was going to fet out immediately. Thefe deputies, 
having by this means an opportunity of obferving his forces, made their 
report of them accordingly to the cheick i who, finding it impoffible 
for him to hold out fo weak a place, againft a body of troops, confiderable 
both for their number as well as their experience, was difpos’d to capitu- 
late. But his principal officers, and their young men, called out aloud 
for an engagement ; and whether it were that he had a mind to try the 
fate of a battle before he came to a treaty j or that, perhaps, not having 
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the inhabitants entirely at his command, he was notforry that Tome lofs John 
and difappointment fhould make them more tradable for the future j be v * e 
that as it will, he gave them a permiflion to do what it was not in his power Vs^YN/ 
to hinder : when thefe Barbarians Tallied out in a rage, thinking to fur- 
prize the Chriftians, and advanced with more impetuofity than order to- 
wards the camp ; however, they did not furprize them, the viceroy having 
had notice from two Chriftian flaves, who had made their efcape, that he 
fhould be attack'd the next day. He did not think proper to wait for the 
coming up of his enemies, but regulating the march of his troops, ad- 
vanc’d in good order to meet them. The knights of Malta, with two 
companies of Germans, were in the van } the main battle was compos’d 
of 3000 Italians and Sicilians, and the rear of 3000 Spaniards. Such was 
the order this little army obferv’d in its march j when the people of 
Gelves, to the number of about 2000, fallied out from behind an hill 
that cover’d them, and rulhing on with their ufual fhouts, attack’d the 
vanguard fword in hand. But as they had neither horfe, nor arquebu- 
flers, the knights, with one fingle fire of their muskets, kill’d a great number 
of them, and foon put all this multitude of pcafants to flight. Upon this, 
the cheick, in order to prevent his own ruin, and the ravage of the 
ifland, enter’d into a treaty with the viceroy ; deliver’d up to him the keys 
of the caftlc ; acknowledged the king of Spain for his foverejgn, and en- 
gaged to pay him tribute. La Cerda, all in raptures at his fuccefs, fell 
into extraordinary tranfports of joy : he boafted of his being the firft 
general of his nation, who had made any conqueft to enlarge the king his 
matter's dominions, fince his accellion to the crown of Spain j and in 
order to preferve fuch a monument of his Valour, he refolv’d to build a 
fort there, in order to curb the fickle and mutinous temper of the Moors. 

This fortrefs, according to the plan he drew of it, was to be compos'd of four 
baftions : Andrew Gonzaga undertook the building of that which look'd 
towards the eaft, as the knights of Malta did that which was of the op- 
poftte fide, and which lay towards the weft ; the viceroy employ’d the 
Sicilian troops on that which lay fouthward} and John Andrew Doria, 
general of the gallies, fet his crew to work on the laft, which lay between 
that of the knights of Malta, and that of the viceroy. The fide which 
ran from the weft northward, was defended by the fea j and a thick wall, 
with good ramparts, was to enelofe that fide which ran from the north 
caftward. 

The knights, who had brought 200 pioneers, made a confiderable 
progrefs in their work, but it went on heavily in other places thro' the 
greedinefs of the foldiers, who, meeting with great plenty of wool and oil 
in the ifland, ftolc off from their work to run it privately on fhipboard, 
being much more pleas’d with this employment, than the laborious one 
of carrying earth and materials for the fort. Moreover, both the army 
and the fleet began to be again infefted with diftempers, occafion'd by the 
exceffive heats of the climate, by tht noxious qualities of the air, by the 
bitternefs of the water, and particularly by their feeding on a kind of 
long-tail’d mutton, which prov’d very unwholefome. This threw John 
Andrew Doria into a fit of fieknefs, and proV'd the death of Quirico Spi- 
nola and feveral knights ; moreover* fo great a number of the men were 
afflifted with fuch a variety of diftempers, that the commander de Teflieres, 
general of the gallies of the order, was oblig’d to give the grand matter ad- 
vice of their condition, and to defire his orders how to aft* The grand 
matter was greatly troubled at the ill news ; and as a long experience had 
made him well acquainted with the country, and the feas about it, hefaw 
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J 0HN with infinite concern, that in cafe the viceroy fliould make longer flay in 
v alette, theifland, he would probably be furptiz’d by the Turkifli fleet. He wrote 
OOrO Teffieres word, that he was entirely againft the building a fort in fuch a 
barren place, which lay out of the way of all fuccours, and which more- 
over was without water, or any harbour for veflels to put into* At the 
fame time he difpatch’d a knight to the king of Spain, to acquaint him of 
the danger to which the viceroy expos'd his army by his too long ftay in the 
ifiand. He gave the like notice to la Cerda by an exprefs which he fent 
to Africa, fending orders at the fame time to the commander dc Teffieres, 
that in cafe the viceroy fliould be refolv’d to carry on his work, and ftay in 
fuch a dangerous poft, he then had no more to do, but to take his leave, 
and return immediately to Malta, where his troops would be more fervice- 
ablc, in cafe the Turks fliould think fit to make a diverfion and attack the 
ifles of the order. A few days afterwards he difpatch’d a fecond exprefs, 
with advice that he had juft receiv’d an account of the grand feignior’s 
having fent away forty gallies to relieve Tripoli, which he imagin’d was 
befieg’d i that this fquadron was to be reinforc’d by twenty (hips of the cor- 
fairs, which at its coming off the coaft of Barbary was to be join'd by 22 
others under the command of Dragut ; and that there was a body of frelh 
troops onboard the fleet, which, upon the junction ofthefe feveral fqua- 
drons,would be much fuperior to that of the Chriftians, whofe foldiers being 
moft of them in a fickly condition, would for that rcafon fall an eafy prey 
to their enemies. 

The commander de Teffieres and John Andrew Doria labour'd ftre- 
nuoufly to engage the viceroy to quit his deftgn for fome time of building a 
fort, and advifed him to embark all his troops, and advance to meet the fqua- 
dron of Conftantinople in the Archipelago, and give the Turks battle be- 
fore they fliould be joined by the gallies of the corfairs j reprefenting to 
him at the fame time, that they, after having defeated the grand feignior's 
fleet, might return into Barbary, and lay fiege to Tripoli, the reducing 
of which place would fecure that of the ifle of Gelves. But the viceroy 
was fo prepoflefs’d by the paffion he had to finifh his work, and to leave a 
fortrefs of his own name in Africa, that he was deaf to all remonftrances 
on this fubjeft, and imagin’d that their advice proceeded only from a fc- 
cret jealoufy of his glory ; fo that it was impoffible for them to get the 
better of his obftinacy. The commander de Teffieres feeing his ruin un- 
avoidable, and moft of the knights, foldiers and feamen in a dying con- 
dition, took leave of him, and fet fail with his troops, in order to re- 
turn home. He loft in his paflfage nine knights more, who died of 
ficknefs, and he himfelf expired a few days after his arrival, the greateft 
part of his foldiers, mariners and flaves being fwept away by the mor- 
tality j infomuch, that thofe gallies were not, for a long time after, in a 
condition to put to fea. 

The grand matter, having always the fafety of the Chriftian fleet at 
heart, fent three other gallies to Africa to fupply their places, with a rein- 
forcement of frelh troops on board, and mann’d with a new crew of 
flaves. The chevalier de Maldonat was to command at fea, and the com- 
mander de Guimeran was general of the land forces. This fmall ‘rein- 
forcement arrived at Gelves on the 27 th of April, at the very time that 
two brigantines arriv’d from the viceroy of Naples's lieutenant $ who, 
fearing left the Turks Ihould make a defeent in that kingdom, had fent 
them into Africa to bring back the old Spanifh foldiers, whom he 
thought neceflary for the defence of the country. Upon the 10 th of May 
there arrived another brigantine from Malta, having the chevalier Hugh 
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de Copones on board, whom the grand matter had fent to Doria, with John 
advice that the Turkifh fleet, confiding of eighty-five gallies had appeared v alette 
off the coaft of Goza on the 7 th of that month* Doria, who was lick, i/w 
fent his letters to the viceroy, acquainting him at the fame time, that in i$6o. 
cafe he did not immediately put his troops on board in the night time, 
and before day-break, it would be impoflible for him to efcape the for- 
midable power of the Turks. But nothing could remove the viceroy's in- 
fatuation, who, though he had no longer room to doubt of the arrival of 
the Ottoman fleet, ftill flatter’d himfelf that the admiral would go flrft to 
Tripoli to confer with Dragut, and that he, during that interval, would 
have time enough to embark his troops and artillery. Fatal was the e- 
vent of this unfeafonable obftinacy, the enemy's fleet appearing at day- 
break, under the command of Cara Muftapha s Piali bafha, the grand 
feignior's favourite, being general of the land forces. When Doria faw 
this fleet bearing down upon him in good order, hecry’d out} “ Well ! 

“ the obttinacy of one man has ruin'd us all } but neverthelefs we (hall 
“ have this fatisfa&ion, that we (hall not be vanquilh'd without having 
“ forefeen our defeat.” 

The light of the Turkilh armada threw the Chrittian fleet into a ter- 
rible conftcrnation and diforder. The mortality had fwept away fuch 
a number of the Teamen and foldiers, that the gallies were not half 
mann’d, and in this confulion no body confulted any thing but his fears : 
they did not offer at an engagement, and every captain made the belt of 
his way to get out of the reach of the artillery of the enemy. The Turks 
took twenty gallies and fourteen great (hips with their crew, and all they 
had on board $ Tome other Chrittian gallies were detained for want of wa- 
ter, among the banks of fand, which they called les Seches , or the Flats 1 
thefe the infidels (manning their boats with foldiers) feized on without 
reflftance. The commander de Maldonat feeing all the fleet routed and 
difperfed, and his own three gallies purfued by the enemies, behav'd him- 
felf like a man of bravery, and judgment } and being as excellent a pilot, 
as he was a brave officer, he work'd his veflels with fo much art, and 
with fo many feints, that making as if he would run aground, he at laft 
doubled the cape of Sphax, when tacking about to the right, he flood 
out to Tea, and got fafe to Malta. 

The Turks feeing no enemy left to difpute the vidory with them, 
celebrated it with a difeharge of all their artillery, and other publick de- 
monftrations of joy ; refolving to land their troops the next day, to feize 
upon the ifland, and make (laves of all fuch Chriftians as fhould be left 
upon it. Whilft all the men on board their fleet were celebrating their 
conquetts with fhouts and acclamations, the viceroy, overwhelm'd with 
trouble for his defeat, and afham'd and confounded at his not having fol- 
lowed Doria's advice, refolved to apply to him in this extremity } when 
coming to his bed-fidc, where he lay fick, “ Doria, fays he, you who 
“ are die only perfon that has judged wifely onthisoccafion, what would 
<* you advife me to do? Sir, replies Doria, as you are general of the 
** land forces, 'tis your bufinefs to take fuch meafures, as you (hall 
« think moft conducive for their fafety. As for our unhappy fleet, 1 
“ have taken a refolution to be put on board a light brigantine this 
“ very night, when I will endeavour to get in the dark through the e> 

« nemies fleet} and if I fucceed in my attempt, will, rally together as many 
“ of our fcatter’d veflels as I (hall meet with, when 1 will fail for Medina, 

“ and there wait for orders from court." 
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John The viceroy told him that he would go along with him, and abandon 
vTleVte. himfelf entirely to his conduct j and tho’ there remain'd ftill near 5000 
men in the fort, and other parts of the illand, he yet chofe to defert 
them, and fly, to furvive his difgrace, rather than bury himfelf bravely in 
the ruins of the fortrefs. He left Alvarez de Sande, an excellent officer, 
who had gain'd great reputation in the wars of Piedmont, to command 
them, after which, he went on board, together with fome general offi- 
cers j when, by Doria's skill and dexterity, he got clear of theTurkifh 
veflels, and touching at Malta, went from thence into Sicily, there to 
conceal his defeat and misfortunes : But thofe of the Chriftians, who 
were left behind in the ifland, did not end with the rout of the fleet $ 
for the Turks landing their troops and artillery, laid fiegc to the fort, 
which they batter’d with 1 8 pieces of cannon. Had thefe been the only 
enemies whom de Sande had to oppofe, his cafe would not have been fo 
defperate ; but he, during three months that he fuflain'd the liege with 
invincible courage, had not only men to fight with, but alfo famine, 
third, and all the elements, as it were. All the water in their citterns 
was fpent, and there was no wood left in the fortrefs to drefs their 
vi&uals. The greateft part of the foldiers, chufing rather to defert than 
die with third, deliver’d themfelves up to the enemy. De Sande feeing 
his own cannon difmounted, and the fortifications of the place beaten 
down by that of the Turks } and moreover, finding himfelf deftitute both 
of wood and water, and the foldiers he had left fick, emaciated and in a 
languifhing condition, refolv'd to make a gallant (ally, and either open 
himfelf a paffage, or die honourably fword in hand. When reprefenting 
to his men that their fafety depended on their courage, he put himfelf at 
their head, and fallied out at a time when he thought to furprize the in- 

1 fidels ; but the Turks having been informed of his defign by fome defer- 
ttrs, were ready to receive him, fo that he was fcarce out of the fort, 
when he was furrounded on all fides, and overpower’d by different bo- 
dies of troops, who fell upon him. He had not even the fatisfaftion of 
dying in the field, but was taken by the infidels, and fent to the gallies 
with the reft of his officers and foldiers. The baiha hereupon took 
pofieffion of the place, but order'd all the fortifications to be demolifh’d, 
for fear left the Chriftians fhould recover it after his departure; after 
which, he fet out on his return to Constantinople, cover'd with glory ; 
and leading an infinite number of prisoners, together with the Chriftian 
gallies, in triumph. Near fourteen thoufand men perifh’d in this unhap* 
py expedition ; who were either deftroy'd by the fword, or by ficknefs, 
or elfe carried away into flavery. The Spaniards alone loft 28 gallies and 
1 4 (hips of burden, befidcs thofe of the pope, and two which belonged 
to Cofmo duke of Florence. Peter Machiavel, who commanded them, 
lav'd two other gallics at firft, but meeting afterwards with thirteen Alt 
gcrine gallies near the file of Giglio, they were forced to run upon the 
rocks that lie off of the ifland of Corfica. The officers and foldiers 
however fav’d themfelves afhore, but the infidels fazed doe hulls of the 
gallies, and fet the crew of (laves, who were all Mahometans, at liberty. * 
'Twas about this time, that Cofmo duke of Florence, in order to 
fecure himfelf for the future again# their incurfions, form'd a body of 
feamen, and the better to engage the officers of it in his intcreft, inftituted 
an order of knighthood, which ferv’d afterwardsas a nurfery for the knights 
of Malta. This new order was dedicated to pope St. Stephen, whofc 
feaft is kept on the fecond of Auguft, a day that was propitious to this 
prince, and on which his generals had a little before defeated the exiles of 
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Florence, at the battle of Marciano. Cofmofettlcd the great convent of J OHN 
the order at Pifa, which he endow'd with great revenues, and drew up v alette. 
the laws and ftatutcs of it himfelf : and, as it might be of dangerous con- k/W 
fcquence in a new government, to leave a body of gentry under any other 
authority than his own, he made him£elf the head and grand mailer of it $ 
and the princes his Tons, who were three in number, were the fird knights 
of the order. Francis, whom he dcfign’d for his fucceflbr, and whom he 
afterwards fent to the court of Spain $ John, who was hardly iixteeu 
years of age when he was made a cardinal $ and Gariia, the youngeft of 
the three, who was a prince of a favage temper. The two lad had* from 
a fpirit of jealoufy and emulation, which began from their cradle, enter- 
tain'd a violent hatred againil one another, that they could never be 
prevail’d upon to lay aiide, and which broke out at this time in a very 
fatal manner. Whilfl Cofmo, attended with all his family, in older to 
fettle his new body of knights, was viliting the ports and maritime places 
of his dominions, thefe two young princes quarrelling at a party of hunt- 
ing, which they had made in the forefts near Groffetto, dole off by concert 
from their attendants, and retir'd into the middle of a wood, where they 
fought i when Garfia kill’d the cardinal with a dagger. This being dpnc, 
he comes up to the red of the company, and with a very unconcern’d air, 
and as if he had only lod his way, asks what was become of his brother. 

As that young prince did not appear, and the night was drawing on, his 
officers difpers’d them fclves different ways to look for him s and he, who 
was particularly entruded with the care of him, after having travers’d all 
the foreft, found him at lad lying dead upon the ground, and weltring 
in his gore. Upon which, he ran with all imaginable fpeed to acquaint 
Cofmo with the difmai news, who immediately fufpefikd the perfon that 
had given the deadly blow $ yet, notwithftanding his being in the highed 
transports of grief, he dill had command enoughdver himfelf to diflcmble 
it 5 upon which, he order’d the officer to keep it a fccrct, and when 
it was dark, to wrap his Ton's body in a carpet, and to bring it into 
hisclofet unfeen to any one. 

No fooner were his orders executed, but he fent for Garda, and Shut- 
ting his clofet-door, ask’d him what was become of his brother. The 
young prince, with an aflurance very uncommon at his age, anfwer’d him 
very gravely, that he had loft light of him in thechace, in his eager piutfijwt 
of the dag. Cofmo then order'd him to lift up the carpet wluch covet'd 
the cardinal’s body, from whofe wounds the blood wasdillguGiing out in 
great abundance. At this fad fpe&acle, the duke, no longer able to difte 
his grief and refentment, cried out in a rage, tf Thou wretch, fee there 
" die blood of thy brother, that cries to heaven for vengeance agajnd 
H thee ! Have I given life to a parricide, who, by the nuunier Of hisbro- 
« ther, has open'd to himfelf a way to aflaffinate his father alfo ?” Gar- 
fia, in a fright, threw himfelf at his feet, confifsM his guilt ? and to leffen 
the horror of his crime, alledgod, that his brother had attack’d him fird, 
and that he had been forced to kill him in his own defence. But 
Cofmo receding this poor excufe, and giving him a furious look, <f I 
“ mud, fays he, myfelf revenge the death of the innocent by the de- 
* ftru&ion of the guiky, and you mud give back your life /to him who 
" gave it you." As he was fpeaking thefe words, hefnatch’d the dagger, 
with which he had kill'd his brother, out of his hand, andifobb’d him to 
the heart. They were both buried afterwards in a very private manner j 
and, In order to conceal fo difmala catadrophe from .the world, it was 
given out, that they died at a country-houfc of a contagious didemper, 
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which at that time raged in Tufeany. Their obfequies were afterwards 
celebrated with great pomp in the cathedral church at Florence ; and in 
the funeral oration, which was made on that occafion, the orator, by 
Cofrtio's order, affc&ed to expatiate chiefly on the praifes of Garfta, pur- 
pdfely to take away all fufpicionof the murder. Tis in this manner that 
monfieur de Thou has related this tragical event in the 3 2 d book of his 
hiftory ; though *tis pretended that this fa& is not mention'd in his firft 
edition, but that it has been fince inferted by the publifhers of the later 
editions. Eleonora of Toledo, mother to the young princes, from whom 
they could not conceal the circumftances of their death, died of grief 5 
but Cofmo, without finking under the weight of his misfortunes, en- 
deavour'd to divert the thoughts of them by a clofc application to the affairs 
of government. His great bufinefs at this time was to put his new order 
on a flourilhing foot ; and in order to make this badge of diftin&ion, a 
means of uniting the principal families of Florence in the intereft of his 
houfe, this able prince, one of the greateft politicians of his age, obtain'd 
leave from pope Pius IV. to difpenfe his new knights from the obligation 
of celibacy, which was obferv'd in the order of Malta & and even fuch 
as had been twice married, had the favour of being admitted into it. He 
gave them likewife the privilege, in default of legitimate iflue, of be- 
queathing their eftates to their baftards, upon condition however that they 
fhould leave the fourth part thereof to the order. His intereft did not 
allow him to conform in all thefc points, to the rigour and feverity of 
the ftatutes obferv'd by the knights of Malta; and he only exhorted thofe 
of St. Stephen, to imitate them at leaft, in the valour and zeal, which they 
had lhew’d for fo many ages againft the Turks and infidels. 

'Twas with this view, and for the perfe&ing of them in military 
difeipline, that he order* d the commodores of his gallies, whenever they 
fhould meet thofe of Malta, to join and keep company with them, and 
fall by concert upon all fuch corfairs as they lhould meet with. Pur- 
fuant to thefe orders, Baccio Martclli, knight of St. Stephen, being at 
fea with four Florentine gallies under his command, and meeting off of 
Cape Lupo with Vincent de Gonzaga, prior of Barletto, general of the 
gallies of the order, who had feven under him, fainted him firft, and 
went on board, defiring leave to follow him : he readily obtain'd his rc- 
queft ; and during all the time they were out a cruifing, was exaft in ob- 
ferving the orders, which he gave afterwards to his fubaltcrn officers. 
The general, with this reinforcement of four gallies, finding himfelf at 
the head of a fquadron of eleven gallies, all well provided, fcour’d the 
Levant over, refeued a great number of veffels, that were chaced by the 
infidels, took feveral corfairs j and, when the campaign was over, he 
parted with the Florentines off of Corfu, and return’d into the port of 
Malta j where, agreeable to the fpirit of the order, he was welcom’d with 
greater congratulations for the Chriftian veffels he had defended and refeued, 
than for thofe which he had taken from the infidels. 

This wasthereafon why the gallies of the order were almoft con- 
tinually at fea. The grand matter built likewife two new ones at his own 
expence, and his example was daily follow’d by the richeft commanders $ 
they always employing themfelves generoufly, according to their feveral 
abilities, in fitting out different fquadrons : fo that the order had never 
been fo powerful at fea as at that time. But nothing ftruck thefe infidels 
with greater terror, than all thefc fquadrons being commanded by knights 
of great experience, who were grown old in the fcrvicc, and who were 
mod of them qualified to command considerable fleets : fuch were the 
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commander Gozon dc Melac, general of the gallies of the order; the John 
commander de Guimeran, whom the king of Spain had defir'd of the v A D , £ , L A 
grand matter, to command thofe of Sicily; the commanders deGiouand Jr/V 
d’Elbeines, and the chevaliers de Thiange and la Motte, all excellent Tea- 
men, and of great reputation for their valour and experience. But among 
thefe fcveral officers, there was not any one who took fo many prizes, and 
fo confiderable at the fame time, as the commander de Romegas, a knight 
who had follow'd cruifing from his youth j no body was fo well acquainted 
as he himfelf, with all the coafts, the ports, and even the fmalleft creeks 
in the Mediterranean : he was likewife brave and intrepid, was fcarlefs of 
danger, and would never fuffer any officers or foldicrs to be aboard him, that 
had not as much courage and refolution as himfelf. The life which he 

# had chiefly fpent at fea, had given him a favage look, and he was ac- 
cus’d of treating his prifoners with cruelty > but he pretended that he had 
aded fo only by way of reprifal, and in order to force the corfairs to 
treat the Chriftian (laves with more humanity. This apology, however, 
did not entirely remove the (Ufpicion the world had entertain'd, viz. that 
he, in ufing thefe reprifals in that manner, had not committed any great 
violence upon his nature ; and that his temper, which was naturally cruel 
and violent, had perhaps contributed as much to it as his politicks. 

B e that as it will, he, at this time, met off of the coaft of Sicily, with 
a large galior, under the command of a famous corfair, Yfuf Conciny by 
name, a Calabrian renegado ; a man, who was the tyrant, or rather the 
executioner of the Chriftian (laves. Of thefe he had 200 in his crew, 
together with 250 foldiers, on board: they were pretty near equal in 
ftrength, and the corfair did not decline the combat ; the two gallies bore 
down upon one another, and after firing their broad-fides, came to adofc 
engagement. The fight was maintain'd a long time with equal advan- 
tage, fo that there was no diftinguilhing which fide would be victorious. 

When at laft, Romegas, enrag’d at fuch a long refiftance, put himfelf at 
the head of his braveft officers, leap’d into the galiot fword in hand, and 
forced the bend or wale of it. The corfair receiv’d him with the fame 
courage, and kill'd two knights with his own hand : happening to fall, by 
a blow which he receiv’d, upon one of the rower’s benches, the (laves, 
to revenge the ill treatment they had receiv'd from him, no fooner 
faw Romegas matter of the veffel, but they handed the corfair from one 

• to another without his oppofing it. Every one of them gave him a blow j 
fome were fo furious, with revenge, that they tore him with their teeth ; 
there was not one but would have a piece of him, fo that before he was got 
to the laft bench, there was fcarcc the leaft bit of him left. A renegado 
of Melazzo in Sicily, did not meet with a better treatment 5 under him, 

(everal corfairs had furpriz’d and plunder'd that little place, carried off 
feveral inhabitants of both fexes j and to add lafeivioufnefs to robbery, an 
infamous wretch, one Marabout, had ravilh’d fome young Chriftian vir- 
gins } of which, the gallies of Malta, in conjundion with thofe of Sicily, 
having advice, they purfu’d after the pirates, but could not come 
up with them. After this attempt, the fquadrons feparated, and the 
Maltefe gallies, being lighter than the Sicilian, and their crews frefher, 
came up with the principal galley of the corfairs, which had the booty 
and (laves on board. Asa fingle galley, which fhould pretend to refifta 
whole fquadron, would probably only expofe itfelf to be funk, the infi- 
dels (truck immediately. The prior of Barletto, who commanded on this 
occafion, fet the Chriftian (laves at liberty, put fourfeore Turks to the oar 
in their ftead, and brought back to Melazzo the men and women who had 
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John {,£ Cn carried ofF from thence, The people, after having madp him their 
v alette, acknowledgments in their way, and by great Ihouts and rejoicings, delir’4 
COTy/ him to deliver up into their hands the repegado their countryman, who 
had guided the corfairs, and that infolent fellow Marabout, who had 
abufed their daughters. The prior had no fooner given up the two villains, 
but the mob in a rage did juflice upon them with their own hands, and 
tore them to pieces in a moment. Romegas, who was then at fea, gave 
more favourable treatment to a gallion which he met near the illand of 
Scarpento, and lying between thofe of Candia and Rhodes. This gallion 
came from Satalia, and was commanded by Rais Seid Mahomet Ugly, an 
officer of courage, and who had a great number of brave old foldicrs on 
board. Romegas had at that time but two gallies, which belong'd to the 
grand mailer ; and the chevalier de la Motte commanded the Idler. This 
knight, whofe velTel was the lighter of the two, began the engagement : 
Romegas coming up, and drawing near the gallion, furvey’d it carefully, 
and feeing it well provided with artillery, and the deck cover'd with muf- 
keteers, he plainly perceiv'd, that in cafe he did not change the manner of 
the attack, it would be impoffible for ten fuch gallies as thofe which 
he commanded, to take that (lately veflel, which was fo high, that it 
look’d like a floating caflle in comparifon of the gallies. But as the 
knights never regarded the number and forces of their enemies, and that 
his own temper was fuch, that he had rather die than that any body (hould 
be able to reproach him juflly with having quitted an enterprize he had once 
engaged in, he refolv’d to cannonade this great carrack at a diftance. Hap- 
pily a calm fucceeded, which hinder'd it from making any way, and the 
two gallies advancing near the gallion, by the help of their oars, pour'd a 
broad-flde into it, and made off > and then charging again, return'd with the 
fame agility to fire another. Romegas taking his advantage of the calm, 
continu'd this way of fighting fo long, that the gallion after having loii abun- 
dance of men by his courfey guns, was fpreed to flrike 3 when the knights 
hoarding it, found it was laden with rich merchandize : but they had 
fcarcc taken pofleffion of it, when it funk, having receiv’d fome (hot in 
its upper works ; and all that they could do was to favc the men, among 
whom was a venerableold man, feventy-eight years of age, who was fangiac 
of Grand Cairo ; and near 600 perfons, Turks, Moors, and Negroes, who, 
like him, were all bound for Conllantinople. 

W hilst the knights of Malta were continually expofing their lives 
againfl the infidels, the roman catholick church alfembled in a general 
council at Trent; its prelates exerted all their zeal and learning to op- 
pofe the innovations of the protellants : the grand mailer was alfo invited 
thither, as well as the other fovereigns of Chriftendom 3 and in con- 
junction with the council of Malta, he deputed the chevaliers de Ville- 
gagnon, and Royas de Portalrouge, to go thither in quality of embafla- 
dors of the order. But the former could not attend, by reafon of his great 
age, and a fevere fit of ficknefs that feized him ; fo that Royas went thi- 
ther alone, who, before he could be admitted, had great difficulties to 
furmount, from the oppofition of the body of bilhops, who reprefented. 
That it was not jufl, that a private religious, who was but deputy to a fd- 
ciety of lay brothers, (hould have his feat among the embalfadors, and as 
fuch, take place of the bilhops. Theaffair however was made up, and it 
was agreed that the embaflador of Malta (hould be plac’d among rhe other 
embafladors of the Chriftian princes, without prejudice however to the 
protefls of the epifcopal order : in confequence of which regulation, Royas 
was admitted in the congregation that was field on the 7 th of September 
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A D. 1563. He began his fpeeeh by an apology for the grand m after and John 
C ouncil, for their not having fent embafladors foonerto the holy fynod 5 v Alette 
the reafon of which, he faid, was, that the ifland and channel of Malta 
were continually infefted by corfairs, who feem’d to be in expe&ation 
of the grand feignior's fleet, in order to attempt an entire conqueft of 
the ifland. He next took notice of the original of the order, which, as he 
faid, had been founded forty years before the firft crufade. He next fet 
forth the hcroick exploits of their anceftors, faying, that if they did not 
equal them at that time, it was owing to the proteftants having feiz'd on 
forae of their commandcries $ as well as to the roman catholick prelates 
and princes, who, contrary to the ufage and privileges of the order, 

' often got the pope to bellow the richeft priories and commandcries upon 
thcpi. He entreated the fathers, in the name of the whole order, to con- 
fider its antiquity, its nobility, and the fervices it had done to Chriftendom, 
during a feries of fo many ages, to order the commanderies which had 
been ufurp'd to be reftor'd, and to provide by a decree, that they (hould 
not for the future be ever enjoy’d by any body but the knights, according 
to their feniority ; defiring them at the fame time, to pafs a folemn con- 
firmation of all the privileges, that had been granted to the order ever 
fince its foundation. 

The proftor answer’d in general terms, and in the name of the 
council, told him, that the fathers allow'd his excufe for the order, for 
its having been fo long in fending its embafladors ; and that they would not 
be wanting in the prefervation of the commanderies and the privileges of 
order, that was fo ufeful to the church. 

The embaflador prefented fome memorials to' the legates of the coun- 
cil, relating to the confirmation of the immunities of the order ; and par- 
ticularly to get a decree, to difqualify all perfpns, of what dignity foever, 
from enjoying any priories and commanderies, till after their having made 
the three vows of their inftitution, in the order of St. John ofjerufalem. 

The legates durft not propofe fuch a decree in the congregation, till fuch 
time as they had firft confulted the pope about it, and were acquainted 
with his intentions : accordingly; they wrote to him upon that fubjed ; 
but Pius IV. who then fat in the papal chair, and who Was very vigilant 
to let nothing pafs in the council, that might limit his authority, was 
not ignorant that feveral of his predeceflors had claim’d a right of col- 
lating to the priories and commanderies, which fell vacant at the court 
of Rome, or within their territories * though indeed feveral other popes 
had made contrary declarations in favour of the order. He therefore wrote 
back to his legates, that the decree for which the grand matter was follici- 
ting, did not concern the council, and that it was no body’s bufinefs, but 
his, to make fuch a regulation, when he (hould judge proper. But after 
the breaking up of the council, which had always given him a great deal 
of uneafinefs, he entirely forgot the knights of Malta, and the continual 
fervices they were doing the Chriftian world ; particularly to the people 
who inhabited the coafts of Sicily, Naples, Italy, and Spain ; the laft efpe- 
cially, who, fince the condufion of the council, had been put in a date of 
fecurity, by the (hare they had had in the taking of Gomera dc Velez, a 
place fituated on the coaft of Barbary, and not above forty leagues diflant 
from Spain. 

The harbour indeed was not capable of holding gre& (hips, but it 
conftantly fent out 'a number of fufts and galiots j dnd' whenever they 
fitted out more corffiderablc (quadrons, the king of Fez, their neighbour, 
furni(h’d them with foldiers, drawn chiefly out of the mountainous coun- 
try 
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try adjoining ; all of them bold fellows, and fearlcfs of danger, when 
booty was the prize. About a mile from this town lay Pignon de Velez, 
in a little ifte, or rather a rock, which there is no going up, but by a way 
hewn in the rock itfelf ; which is divided from the continent by nothing 
but a very narrow channel, that ferves for a kind of port to it, and which 
can hold no more than ten or twelve little veflels at moll. This fort was 
a great fecurity to the corfairs, who, whenever they were purfued, ufed 
to retire hither, when the cannon of the place kept their enemies at a 
distance. The king of Spain had made an unfuccefsful attempt upon it 
the year before ; but refuming the fame defign this year, he aficmblcd 
all his naval forces ; after which he wrote in very prelling terms to the 
grand mailer, and to feveral princes of Italy his allies, defiring them to 
join their gallics with his. With thefe feveral fquadrons he made up a 
ftrong fleet, the command of which he gave to Don Garlia de Toledo, 
viceroy of Catalonia, who had the diredion of the enterprize. This ge- 
neral fet fail from the port of Malaga on the io ,h of Auguft, with a favou- 
rable wind, and arriving in two days on the coafl of Barbary, landed his 
troops and artillery without any oppofition : The van-guard was compos'd 
of Spaniih troops and the knights of Malta > the Portugueze and Italians 
made the main body; and the Germans were put in the rear. The 
Chriftian army marching in good order, advanc'd up to the town of Go- 
mera, which was not above fix miles from the place of their landing. 
The Chriftian general, in order to cut off all communication between this 
town and the garrifon of Pignon, and to prevent their receiving any fuc- 
cours from thence, refolv'd to begin his enterprize with the liege of that 
place. Gomera, like moll of the inland towns of Barbary, was without 
any fortifications, and lay between two hills. The inhabitants had aban- 
don'd it upon the approach of the Chriftians, and were fled with what they 
Could carry off into the faftnefles of the mountains. Garfia taking advan- 
tage of their confternation, feiz’d upon the town ; when fortifying his camp 
with lines and good redoubts, he rais’d a battery of fix great cannon upon 
an adjacent hill, which play'd upon the fort for a whole day together i at 
the fame time that the gallics of Malta and a great gallion batter'd it fo 
furioufly from the fea, that a large pannel of the wall, and part of the 
tower, or plat- form, were demolilh’d. The governor in a fright, feeing 
no fuccours appear, refolv’d to abandon the place, and fly away with his 
family, and his mod confiderable effeds : But as he had only a little skiff 
to carry them, which was hid at the foot of the rock, he fearing left the 
garrifon fhould either flop him, or offer to follow him, told them that he 
was going to raife the mountaineers, that he would put himfelf at their 
head, when he would either lofe his life in the attempt, or force the 
Chriftians to raife the fiege. But the garrifon, which confifted only of 
thirty men, feeing no effed of his promifes, and not troubling themfelves 
about defending a place, which had been deferred by its governor, con- 
futed only their own fafety. Such foldiers as could fwim, got to fhore at 
as great a diftance as poflible from the Chriftian camp’; and fuch as could 
not, open'd the gates, and furrender'd up the fort. Thus a place, which 
was look'd upon as impregnable, and which the year before had held out 
againft all the forces of Spain, was taken in a few days : this vidory was 
as much owing to the cowardice of the governor, as to the valour and ca- 
pacity of the Chriftian general. 

The noife of this conqueft gave a terrible alarm to all the corfairs 
of Barbary, who carried the news to Conftantinople ; when they com- 
plain'd about it to Solyman, to whom they reprefented, that as the Spa- 
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niards wire matters of Goletta, Pignon dc Velez, and Tunis, they kept John 
all the coaft of Barbary, as it were, in chains. Solyman fignified to them, “* L * 
that he would break them in a little time } and as they inform'd him that 
the Maltefe gallics had greatly contributed to the reducing of the place, 
he refolv’d, in order to fccure the liberty of Barbary, to begin by the 
conqueft of the ifle of Malta 5 and from that time, without communi- 
cating his defign to any body but his minifters, he made preparations with 
all poflible fecrefy, for the fitting out of a ftrong naval force s the effete of 
which will be feen in the following year. But now, a new prize, which 
the knights took a little after, rais’d the grand feignior’s refentment to the 
higheft pitch, and made him more eager in fitting out his armada. After 
the taking of Pignon de Velez, the five gallies of the order, commanded 
by general de Giou, and the grand matter's two gallies, under the particular 
command of Romegas, joining together, and cruifing in company, met, 
between the iflands of Zante and Cephalonia, with a ftong gallion, laden 
with the richett commodities of the eaft, and mounted with twenty large 
brafs cannon, and a great number of a letter fizc, having a body of good 
officers of artillery, and above 200 janizaries on board, all of them ex- 
cellent arquebuliers. This veflel was commanded by rais or captain 
Bairan-Ogli, and belong'd to the kiflir-aga, chief of the black eunuchs 
of the feraglio ; this eunuch was the minifter of his matter’s pleafures, and 
the guardian of thofe young ladies and beauties who were referv'd for his 
ufe, feveral of whom had a (hare in the gallion. General Giou, feeing 
himfelf at the head of a fquadron of feven gallies, firft fir’d a cannon with- 
out ball, to make the captain of the veflel bring to s but the Turks an- 
fwer’d him with a ball, and immediately hoifted up their flag, and all their 
colours, by way of defiance, and as a declaration of their being rcfolv’d 
to fight. 

General Giou and the commander Romegas, finding there Was no 
likelihood of their taking the veflel but by force of arms, agreed to at- 
tack it firft themfelves ; that after they had pour’d in their broad -fides as 
clofeas poflible, the two commodores (hould be reliev’d by two other gal- 
lies, and thefe again by the three laft, foas to make a continual fire with- 
out any intermiflion. But this order of battle was ill obferv’d, from the 
jealoufy and emulation of the two generals, who, forgetting their firft 
agreement of ading together in concert, each ftrove to engrofs the whole 
honour of the victory to himfelf. De Giou’s galley coming up under the 
ftern of this great veflel, was cover'd in a moment with fire- works ; the 
knights and foldiers were plied warmly with volleys of ftones and 
musket-fliot ; and the cannon, loaded with cartridges, made fuch havock 
amongft them, that the general was forced to remove to fome diftance. 
Romegas, on his fide, attack'd the gallion with his ufual intrepidity ; but 
a ball, which was (hot from it, demol idl’d the wale of his galley, and 
kill'd two and twenty of his men; and by another, twenty more of 
them were forced to leap into the fea. Romegas, fearing he (hould be 
funk by a great cannon, which he faw was levell'd to take him betwixt wind 
and water, thought proper, though fore againft his will, to retire further 
off ; after which, the two next gallies advanc'd in their turn, and in con- 
cert fell upon the gallion each on its fide, and pour'd in fuch a terrible 
fire, that they kill'd anddifabled feveral of the janizaries : but thofe brave 
fellows, who were part of a body of troops, in which the chief force 
of thcTurkilh empire confifts, fought on with the fame intrepidity. The 
three laft gallies were then forced to advance to the fuccour of the reft, 
and the two commodores, getting their gallies in readioefs, return'd to 
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John the engagement with new fury. The battle lafted five whole houts before 
v a lett e. any judgment could be form’d of theiflue of it 5 and notwithftanding the 
V/YV great bravery of the knights, they would perhaps have been forced to re- 
tire with lofs, had the Turks but been able tomakeufe of all their artil- 
lery. But unfortunately for them, their belt pieces, by the avarice of the 
merchants, were encumber’d among the bales of goods, fo that they were 
of no ufe to them $ and the gallies making a fuperior fire, the knights at 
laft boarded the veflfel, and made themfelves mailers of it. The victory 
was bloody } for above fixfcore Chriftians, either knights or foldiers, loft 
their lives in it : among the former, thofe chiefly regretted were la Fondc, 
a Provencal j Berzet an Italian, and Pacieco a Spaniard j Anthony Fernandes 
Poffelin and Diego d’Ineftrofa were mortally wounded, and died a flew 
days afterwards at Saragofi'a : Fernando Ruis dc Correali, Ernand do 
Zuniga Jerom Caraffa, a Neapolitan, and a great many more were wounded 
in this long and obftinatc engagement. The T urks, befides their wounded, 
loft fourfeore janizaries, and feveral officers} particularly an engineer, 
who, by his courage and skill in pointing the cannon, had contributed 
more to their making this gallant defence, than even the captain of the 
gallion himfelf. 

This capture made a greater noife at Conftantinople, efpecially in 
the feraglio, than the lofs of an important place would have done. The 
kiflir-aga, and the odalichi, or favourites of the grand feignior, who had 
fhares in it, threw themfelves at the fultan’s feet, and entreated him to 
revenge them on the knights. Solyman, looking upon this capture as an 
infult offer’d to his own houfhold, fwore by his head, that he would ex- 
tirpate the order } and in order to comfort the ladies, and the kiflir-aga, for 
their lofs, he indemnify’d them by making them rich prefents out of his 
own coffers. The greateft part of his officers, and the Mahometan 
priefts, enter'd into his refentment ; and the mufti, their chief* reprefented 
to him in a private audience, that as all mufulmen were obliged to go 
once in their lives to vifit their prophet’s tomb, it would be impoffiblc for 
his European fubjeds to difeharge that duty any longer, without expofing 
themfelves to the being taken by the Chriftian corfairs ; that Malta was 
crouded with Turkifh flaves ; and that a prince, who had fo high a fenfe of 
religion, and whom providence had raifed to fo eminent a degree of 
power, ought to fcruple the leaving fo great a number of the faithful in 
flavery, and expofed to the danger of changing their religion. The kiflir- 
aga, who was more incenfed than any body elfe, and who carried on all 
this intrigue, in order to determine the grand feignior to lay afide all other 
enterprizes, and to fall upon the ifland of Malta, engaged the iman, or 
preacher of the principal mofque, cunningly to infinuate a difeourfe upon 
that fubjed into his fermon. Solyman, who was a religious prince, going 
thither the friday following, which is the Turkilh fabbath, this orator, un- 
der pretence of treating of the charity which ought to be (hewn to the 
poor and wretched, did not fail to begin by deploring the difgrace and 
wretched ftatc of thofe mufulmen who were in flavery among the Chriftians. 
He did this at firft in general terms, when, directing his difeourfe to the 
grand feignior, he, after extolling his valour, his conquefts, and the mild- 
nefs of his government, in fuch a manner as they juftly deferv’d, added, 
that there was nothing wanting to complete his glory, but only the de- 
livering of fuch a great number of unhappy mufulmen, as had been de- 
priv’d of their fortunes and liberty by the Maltefe. He afterwards en- 
ter'd into the particulars of all their captures, of which, 'tis probable, 
they had furnilh’d him with an exa& account } and (hew’d, that their rovers 

bad 


Digitized by ^.ooQle 


m 



THE KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 

had within the laft five years takefn upwards of fifty vefiels laden with the 
^richeft commodities of the eaft ; not to mention the feluccas, brigantines, Valetti: 
gallies, and galiots employ'd in the cruifing fervicc : “ Thefe vefiels, V/YV 
« fays he to him, together with their cargoes and the men on board, have 
“ been all feized by thofe mcrcilefs corfairs ; and nothing, fir, but your 
“ invincible fword can refeue fo many poor creatures out of flavery ? the 
“ fon calls upon you to reftorc him his father, and the wife her husband 
“ or her children : all, all expeft from your juftice and power, the ven- 
“ geance which is due to their cruel enemies.” 

Such a bold and pathetick difeourfe, rais'd aconfufed murmuring in 
the congregation, which at laft broke out into loud complaints, contrary 
to what is generally praftifed in their mofques, where a profound filence 
is always obferv’d. Solyman feem'd furpriz’d and troubled at this unufual 
incident ; but being told the reafon of it, he, in order to quiet the people, 
fignified to them by his grand vizier, that they (hould have their revenge 
and fatisfaftion in a little time j and accordingly went out of the mofque 
fully refolv'd, in cafe he was not prevented by the Hungarian war, to fall 
with all his forces upon Malta. 

Solyman had for a long time been warmly follicited to undertake 
this enterprize, by Haflan bafha, or viceroy of Algiers, fon and fucceflor Thuan ^ 
to the famous Barbaroffa j and by Dragut, governor of Tripoli. Both of l. 
thefe had frequently remonftrated to him, particularly fince the taking of 
Pignon de Velez, that the Chriftians, unlefs fome remedy Ihould be thought 
upon, would infallibly make.themfelves mafters of all the coaft of Barbary ; 
that fo long as Malta Ihould continue in the hands of the knights, it would 
be impoflible to lend out any reinforcements to them, or for them to 
receive any from their relpeftive governments, without running a great 
hazard of their being intercepted j and that this ifiand, which was no more 
than a rock, was the only barrier that brav'd his power, and which, by the 
privateers and fquadrons that it fent out, was continually interrupting the 
communication of Barbary with Alia and the files of the Archipelago. 

Solyman was fenfible of the importance of this conqueft ; but as 
it might be attended with difficulties, he, like a prudent and wife prince, 
would not engage in it till fuch time as he had consulted his principal gene- 
ra Is. For this purpofe he, according to the Turkilhcuftom, held a great 
council of war on horfeback in the open field. The firft thing debated in 
ir, was the necefliry they were under qf driving the knights out of an ifiand 
where they difturb’d the commerce of the grand feignior’s fubjefts and in- 
terrupted the pilgrimages to Mecca and Medina. They agreed that their 
religion, as well as the ftatc, were equally interefted in their extirpation ; 
after which, the next point to be examin'd, was the means of putting this 
proj eft in execution. 

The greateft part of the balhas, whoguefs'dat the fultan's inclinations, 
like true courtiers, told him that the conqueft of the ifle of Rhodes, might 
aflure him of fuccefs, in the enterprize of Malta ; that the knights, whom 
he call'd a pack of rafcally corfairs, would never be able to hold out againft 
the moft inconfiderable part of the forces of his empire * and that he had 
no more to do than to fend the gallies of Algiers and Tripoli, with a body 
of trbops, to feizc on fome forts which thofe rovers had built for the fecurity 
of the ports and coafts of the ifiand. 

A l y ', one of Dragut’s lieutenants, whom he had fent on purpofe to 
Conftantinople, was prefent at this council, and reprefented in the name 
of his general, that in cafe they Ihould make their firft attempt by befieging 
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John Malta, there was no doubt but the knights would receive dbnfiderable 
v alette. Succours from Goletta, Pignon de Velez, and from the Moors of Tunis, 
who were vaflals to the crown of Caftile, and enemies to the Turkilh 
government j that Dragut was of opinion, they fhould open thexampaign 
with the lieges of Goletta, and Pignon de Velez j and that when they 
(hould have clear'd the coaft of Barbary of the Chriftians, and reduced the 
inhabitants of the country, they then might employ the grand feignior's 
troops the year following in belieging Malta. Mahomet, the mod an- 
tient of all the balhas, an old experienced general, who was afterwards 
advanc’d to the dignity of grand vizier, was entirely againft the enterprize 
of Malta ; and belides the reafons which Dragut's agent had alledg'd, he 
urg’d, that there was a great difference between the i(le of Rhodes, and 
that of Malta ; that the former was fituated in the midft of his territories, 
at a great diftancc from Europe, and out of the way of all fuccour from 
the Chriftians s and as its foil afforded plenty of com and pafture, it ealily 
furnifti’d fubfiftcnce for his army : whereas, on the contrary, as Malta 
lay near Sicily, it could receive fuccours from thence every moment, and 
that the king of Spain, who conlider'd it as the bulwark of his Italian 
dominions, would not fail to employ all his forces to relieve it 5 that mod 
of the Chriftian princes would enter into the war, out of a principle of re- 
ligion s that they would meet with nothing in Malta, but a fteep barren 
rock, without either corn or pafture-ground, and a body of brave knights 
to defend it, who were all refolv'd to die on the fpot, rather than fur- 
render j and that even fuppofing they fhould take it, they yet ought to 
be fure of getting fubfiftence for the army, whilft they fhould be re- 
pairing the old fortifications, and making new ones s that they had rea- 
son to be apprehenfive of a new crufade, and a league between the prin- 
ces of Chriftendom, who, in that cafe, would be able to fend a numerous 
fleet in the fpring with frefh troops on board, to block up the Turkifh 
veffels in the ifle of Malta j and that it would redound much more to the 
grand feignior’s glory, and be more advantageous to his empire, to employ 
his troops in Hungary, or to attempt the conqueft of Italy $ nor indeed 
could he do better than to begin with Sicily, which being reduc’d, Malta 
would fall of courfe into his hands ; and that after all, without his en- 
gaging in fuch a difficult enterprize, as that propos'd againft the knights 
of St. John, they might eafily provide for the fecurity of the merchants 
of the fultan's empire, and the pilgrims, who went out of devotion to 
Mahomet's tomb, by fending out convoys along with them. 

Notwithstanding thefolidity of thefe reafons, Solyman, who 
was eafily wrought upon by motives of confluence, and who, moreover, 
was touch'd with the complaints and tears of his favourites, declar’d him- 
felf for the enterprize of Malta: the hopes too of raifing his glory, might 
probably have determin'd him to undertake it j and that after driving the 
knights out of Rhodes, and the other files of the Archipelago, which de- 
pended on it, and the caftles and lands they poffefs’d upon the continent of 
Alia Minor, he might have flatter’d himfelf, that the conqueft of Malta would 
make his name famous, and his power formidable in Europe and Africa. 
Whatever might be his motives, he fent exprefs orders over all his em- 
pire, for equipping all the fhips and gallies that could be found in his 
ports fit for the fea-fervice. Uluchialy, a Calabrian renegado, brought 
him fcveral from Alexandria ; the governor of Rhodes fumifh'd what gal- 
lies he had ; and Haftan and Dragut, bafhas or viceroys of Algiers and Tri- 
poli, were order'd to join the Ottoman fleet with all the corfairs of Bar- 
bary, as foon as they fhould hear of its arrival before Malta. Whilft thefe 
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preparations were carrying on, he fent fome able engineers thither in the John 
habit of fiihermen, who, under pretence of throwing their lines into the Va d l e e la 
ditches, and felling their filh in the town, view’d the fortifications and the 
height of the walls, and took, an exa& plan of the place, which the grand 
feignior laid before his generals. A 

Oot of thefe, he made choice of two to head this expedition ; viz. 

Pialy and Muftapha. Altho’ Pialy’s extradion was unknown, he yet had a 
great (hare in this prince's favour, who had married him to one of his 
grand-children. Soly man returning from his firft campaign in Hungary, 
and after the taking of Belgrade, had found him in fwadling-clothes lyin°- 
upon a plough-fhare, where probably his mother had left him in her fright 
at the march of the army. The grand feignior, who diverted himfelf with 
hunting on the road, gave orders that he fhould be brought to him, and 
finding in his features, which were not yet form'd, fomething that pleas’d 
him, he took care to give him a good education 5 and after he had pafs’d 
gradually through all the ports of his army, he gave him one of his grand- 
daughters. He made him Hkewifc balha of the fea, and as fuch he had the 
general command of the fleet, on this occafion. 

Mustapha, who had acquir’d Soly man's efteem and confidence by 
jfeveral confiderablc vi&orics, which he had gain’d, was appointed general of 
the land-forces. He was an old officer, aged threefcore and five, was harfh 
and levere in. command, cruel and bloody to all fuch enemies as fell into 
his hands, and particularly was not afham’d to glory in breaking his word 
and oath Vith the Chriftians. Solyman, who had an equal confidence in 
both thefe generals, recommended to them to live in good underftanding 
with one another, toad always in concert, and above all, not to attempt 
any thing without firft confulting Dr*gut, whom he confider'd not only as a 
fworn enemy to the knights, but as the greateft feaman he had then in his 
empire. 

The fitting out fuch numbers of fhips and gallics, the marching' of 
troops from all quarters to the ports of the Morea, and the various mo- 
tions which were made all over the Ottoman empire, gave great uneafinefs 
to thofe Chriftian princes, whofe territories lay near thofc of the grand 
■feignior $ tho’ they were ignorant at the fame time, where the ftorm 
would fall. Some pretended that this armada was defign’d againft the fort 
of Goletta, which was the key of the kingdom, and particularly of the city 
of Tunis ; or elfe againft Pignondc Velez, which likewife open’d an en- 
trance into the kingdom of Algiers j others fufpeded that this enterprizc 
was intended againft Malta only j and this opinion was confirm’d by various 
letters that came from the Levant. In this uncertainty, the king of Spain, 
being particularly intcrefted in the prefervation, and defence of Malta, as 
it ferv’d for a bulwark to Sicily, order’d the viceroy Don Garfia de To- 
ledo to pafs by Malta in his way to Goletta, and confer about it with the 
grand mafter. They communicated to each other all the different advices 
they had receiv’d, and agreed, in cafe of an attack, to affift one another 
with all their forces j and as the grand mafter reprefented to him, the 
want he (hould be in both of corn and foldiers, in cafe he fhould be forc'd 
to fuftain a fiege, the viceroy promis’d, upon his return into Sicily, to fend 
him a confiderable quantity, with two companies of Spanifh foldiers ; and 
in the mean time left one of his fons with him, as it were in hoftage, for 
the performance of his word, who afterwards took the habit of the or- 
der. 

H e was but juft gone from Malta, when frelh advices arriv’d from 
fome trufty fpies, whom the grand mafter kept at Conftantinople : 
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John By their letters they affur’dhim, that the Turks would infallibly open the 
v a l e r t e. campaign wirh the ficge of Malta, and that after reducing the whole ifland, 
which Solyman took for granted, he had given orders to his generals to 
go into Africa, and employ all his forces to drive out the Spaniards from 
thence. 

The grand mafter was not in the leaft daunted at the news j however, 
he communicated it to the council of the order, and by their confent fent 
a general fummons to all the knights who were difperfed up and down 
the different provinces of Chriftendom, to repair forthwith to Malta. The 
agents whom the order employ'd in Italy, levied a body of 2000 foot, and 
the viceroy of Sicily fent the two Spanilh companies he had promis’d him. 
The (hips and gallies of the order, were, till the beginning of the fiege, con- 
tinually employ'd in tranfporting arms, powder, ammunition and provifions 
to Malta ; and the knights were daily arriving there, in conltderablc num- 
bers, eager to difeharge the obligations of their profeffion, to fignalize their 
zeal and courage againft the infidels. 

LaValette made moft of thefe knights captains and officers, who, by 
his order, difciplin'd the inhabitants of the towns and country, and form'd 
them into new companies of foldiers fit for fervice j the greateft part of 
them being good arquebufiers, and there being very few among them 
but what had been out a cruifing, and ferv’d on board the gallies of the 
order. Thefe companies made up a body of 4000 foot } the grand mafter 
diftributed them into different pofts, where there was occafion for them j 
and that he might not omit any thing which might poffibly contribute to 
his defence, he fent copies of the letters he had receiv’d from Conftanti- 
nople to the pope and to moft of the Chriftian princes, to reprefent to them 
the danger with which the order was threatned, and to defire them to fend 
fuccours to the knights, who wanted them only, to make head againft the 
formidable enemy of all Chriftendom. Pius IV. who then fat upon the 
papal throne, paid in a fum of 10000 crowns to Gambian the Maltefeem- 
baffador at Rome. Nothing was to be got from France, which was at 
this time weakned with inteftine wars and divifions ; but the king of Spain, 
out of fear left the Turks fhould advance fonear Sicily, refolv’d to employ 
all his forces to keep them at a diftance. He wrote to his minifters in Italy,, 
and to feveral princes of that nation, his allies, to form immediately a body 
of 20000 foot, which fhould be ready to embark upon the firft accounts 
of the defigns of the infidels i and by the fame exprefs, he order’d the 
viceroy of Sicily to take as much care for the defence of Malta, as he 
would ufe for the prefervation of Sicily it fclf. 

The viceroy, perfuaded that in the anxiety the grand mafter muft needs 
be in, the giving him affurance that he would fend him fuccours, would be 
in a manner the fame as if he a&ually fent them him, imparted to him the 
orders he had receiv’d from the court of Madrid. The grand mafter could 
not help being pleas'd with fuch fine promifes ; however, he did not depend 
upon them fo far, as to negled preparing himfelf to fuftain all the efforts 
of the formidable power of the Turks, with the forces of the order only. 
The perils which he forefaw were inevitable, ferv’d only to infpire him with 
greater bravery : he was inform'd with a refolution that was fuperior to 
all events ; his natural courage had infpir’d him with a noble indifference 
for life j he had pafs’d fucceffively through all the employments of the 
order, and this gradual rife to new dignities, had always been the teftimony 
and recompence of the many memorable actions, which at laft rais’d him 
to the dignity of grand mafter. 

Such 
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Such was brother John de la Valette, whofe character will be better 
known by the relation of the fiege of Malta, than by all that could be 
faid before hand, of that magnanimity and courage, which diftinguifh’d 
him in the midft of the greateft dangers. Purfuant to the general fum- 
mons, and in obedience to his orders, upwards of fix hundred knights 
were already arriv'd at Malta, moftofthem attended with domcfticks, who 
were brave in their perfons, and who afterwards prov’d good foldiers. 
Such commanders as .could not leave their provinces, by reafon of their age 
or infirmities, not being able to go thither in perfon, generoufly fent the 
beft part of their effe&sto Malta ; and fome old priors were order’d by the 
grand matter to flay in Italy, in the kingdom of Naples, and about the per- 
lonof the viceroy of Sicily, in order to haften the fuccourshe had promis’d, 
and to forward the imbarkation of fome French, Spanilh, and German 
knights, who were not yet fet out from their refpc&ive provinces. The 
grand matter receiv'd them all with that pleafure which a good father feels 
upon feeing his children again, and had taken care to provide lodgings and 
fubfiftcnce for them beforehand. Inallthevaft variety, as well as impor- 
tance, of the feveral affairs he had to manage, nothing was able to difeon- 
cert him, he would himfclf be acquainted with every fingle circumftance, 
and enter’d into the minuteft particularities ; he difeharg’d at the fame 
time the offices of foldicr, captain, officer of the artillery, overfeer of the 
lick, and engineer ; with the lame hand that he trac'd out a new fortifica- 
tion, he atted the pioneer in throwing up the ground 5 he was ever in mo- 
tion, and in feveral places as it were at the fame time ; now he was among 
the workmen, the next moment he was vifiting the magazines, and then 
immediately at the infirmary, bufying himfelf in relieving thefick. Up- 
on fome frelh letters he receiv’d from different places, confirming the for- 
mer accounts that had been fent him, relating to the defign the Turks had 
upon Malta, he affemblcd the knights who were then in the convent, 
in order to acquaint them with their contents ; nor did he on this oc- 
cafion, either leffen the greatnefs of the danger, to which they were ex- 
pos’d, or the uncertainty of the fuccour, with which they had been flat- 
ter’d. “ A formidable army, (fays he to them, with an heroic boldnefs,) 
“ and an infinite multitude of Barbarians are coming to thunder down up- 
« on us $ they are, my brethren, enemies to Jefus Chrift > 'tis our bufi- 
“ nefs to Hand up manfully in defence of the faith, and if the gofpel mutt: 
«* fubmit to the alcoran, God on thisoccafion demands back of us a life, 
“ which we have already devoted to him by our profeflion ; thrice happy 
" they, who (hall firft fall a facrifice to fo good a caufe. But in order to 
“ make ourfclvcs worthy of that honour, let us go, my brethren, to the 
« altar, there to renew our vows, and partake of the bleffcd facraments, 
“ and let the blood of the faviour of mankind infpire us with fuch a no- 
“ blc contempt of death, as can alone make us invincible." 

H e fet forwards at the fame time towards the church, attended by all 
his knights, where the holy facrament was at that time expos’d. Not a 
knight among them all, but was zealous to follow the grand matter’s ex- 
ample } they employ'd that, and the following days, in going toconfeflion, 
and. in partaking of the bleffed eucharift ; and they all rofe from the lord’s 
tabll like new men. By their partaking of that ftrengthening food, all 
their weakneffes were repair’d, all divifions, all private refentments, were 
now laid afide $ and, what was ftill more difficult, they broke off all 
their tender engagements, fo dear to the heart of man. From that day 
they left off all correfpondence with perfons of a different fex, how inno- 
cent foever it might be i they were dead to all views of intcrett or ambi- 
tion j 
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tion 5 the certain danger to which they were expos’d, and the confidera- 
tion of death, which was in a manner unavoidable, had revived in them 
a contempt of life, and all the other virtues of their predeceflors ; they all 
embraced each other with that tendernefs, which charity inlpires, andpro- 
tefted that they would lofe the laft drop of their blood in the defence of 
their religion and altars. 

The grand mailer was overjoy’d to find them in this excellent difpon- 
tion, and in order not to be prevented, and furprized by the enemy, he 
refolv’d to aflign every language the polls which they were to defend : For 
the better underllanding of this dillribution of the feveral employments, 
and of the a&ions which happen'd in feveral parts of the illand, it may not 
perhaps be improper, notwithllanding our having already given fome ac- 
count of the fituation of Malta, in the foregoing book, to give a more par- 
ticular one in this place. 

Malta is an illand fituated between Sicily and Africa in the 39 th de- 
gree of longitude, and the 3 5 th of latitude. 'Tisthe moll fouthern ille in 
Europe, lying about fixty miles from cape Paflaro, and two hundred and 
feventy from Tripoli in Africa. Its circumference is fixty miles, its length 
twenty, and its breadth about twelve. 'Tis walh’d on the Eall by the fea, 
which lies towards the illand of Candia ; it has the little illcs or rocks of 
Pantalorea, Linofa, and Lampadufa on the Well} Sicily on the North} 
and the kingdom of Tunis on the South. On the South coad towards 
Tripoli nothing is to be feen but great rocks, without either roads or 
ports ; but we meet Ealtward with the road of Marza-Scala, when turning 
back on the right towards the South- Well, we find another road or creek 
called Marza- Sirocco, capable of holding feveral velfels. In going dill for- 
ward towards the South-Well, we meet with two large bays, the one 
called Antifega, and the other Mufiarro ,• and at the extremity of the illand 
on that fide Wellward, there is a creek very proper for Ihips to rieje in, 
called Meleca, which is divided from the ille of Goza, by a channel about 
four miles over. In the midll of this channel lie the little iflcs of Comi- 
no and Cominote. If we coall along the illand, when we come to that 
part of it, which lies over again!! Sicily, we meet with the road of St. Paul, 
fo called, becaufe the fhip, in which that apoltle was carried prifoner to 
Rome, was driven thither by a llorm. The road of St. George, which 
looks towards the North, is not far from that of St. Paul. In fine, as we 
go on towards that part of the illand, which lies dirc&ly oppofite to cape 
Paflaro, we meet with two large ports, one of which lying on the left, 
is called Marza Muzet, or port Mufet, in the middle whereof lies a fmall 
illand, near which, all Ihips coming from the Levant, or fufpe&ed places, 
are oblig’d to perform quarantain 5 the other is called barely Marza, or the 
great port, and lies towards the Eall. 

These two ports are feparated by a narrow flip of land, upon which 
the prior of Capua, as was before oblerv’d, built the fort of St. Elmo, to 
defend the entrance of them both. In the great port there are two narrow 
flips of land, parallel to each other, which run out into the fea in the form 
of two fingers, and are of a much greater length than breadth. The callle of 
St. Angelo was built on the extremity of that which lies neared the mouth 
of the harbour, and was the only fort that was on the Aland, at the time 
when the knights took pofleflion of it : The grand mader de l’lfle Adam 
had fortified it with new ramparts, badions, and ditches} it had likewile 
been fupplied with ciderns, an arfenal, and magazines. This cadle had 
ever fince that time been the refidence of the grand maders } but in this 
juncture, laValette took up his lodging in the town, the better to have an 
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opportunity of fending fuccours to ail places, where there might be occa- J 0MM 
fion. What they call II Borgo, was a little town lying behind the caftle valett*. 
of St. Angelo, wherein the whole body of the convent had fettled itfclf. v/YV 

W e have already obferv’d, that upon the point of the other narrow flip 
oflandor rock, which runs out into the great port, and which lies upon 
the left hand, they had built a fort with a town ; and that it was called the 
ifle of La Sangle, after the name of the grand mafter who fortified it ; tho* 
it was in reality no more than a peninfula. Between this town and the 
caftle of St. Angelo, lay the port for the gallies, which was fliut up every 
night with a great iron chain, that reach'd from the plat-form at the foot 
of the caftle of St. Angelo, to the point of the ifle de la Sangle, where it 
was faften'd with a large anchor, and was fupported and carried crols the 
water by empty casks and beams of timber laid croft-wife at certain diftan- 
ces. In fine, behind this port dela Sangle, there was another, for fuch fo- 
reign fhips as reforted to the ifland, either for the fake of commerce, or 
that were forc’d to put in for fear of the corfairs. I Ihall wave faying any 
thing in this place about the notable city , the capital of the ifland, which 
I have already mention’d in the foregoing book i and (hall only obferve, 
that it lies about fix or feven miles from the two great ports above-mcn- 
tion’d, which in all probability was the reafon of its not being firft attack'd, 
as the other places and forts of the ifland were. 

Such was its fituation, which we have deferibed, only in order to 
enable the reader to form the better judgment of what pafs’d during the 
courfe of the liege. The grand mafter, before the enemy appeared, was 
defirous of knowing exa&ly what troops he had to oppofe the infidels, in 
order to diftribute them afterwards into the places and forts that fhould be 
attack’d. Accordingly, he made a general review, and found that they 
confifted of about 700 knights, befides ferving brothers, and 8500 men, 
who were either foldiers of the gallics, and foreign troops in the fervicc of 
the order, or elfc townfmen and peafants, who had been form’d into com- 
panies. All the languages undertook to defend the feveral pofts that 
fhould be aflign’d them, and the foldiers and militia were divided among 
them. The three languages of France had the guard of the town, the moft 
important place of the ifland 5 and as it was of a large extent, they were 
join’d by part of the language of Caftile. 

The admiral de Monte, with all the knights of the language of Italy, 
undertook to defend the ifle de la Sangle. The language of Arragon, 
which comprehended the knights of that kingdom, and thofe of the pro- 
vinces of Catalonia and Navarre, took up all the quarter of the gate of 
Bormola, with the platform of earth adjoining to it. The language of 
England, part of that of Caftile, with the Portugueze and German knights, 
were pofted upon the mole towards the town, and extended themfelvcs 
as far as the ditch of the caftle of Sr. Angelo. The commander Garzeran- 
ros, a Catalonian, was put with fifty knights and five hundred excellent 
foldiers in the caftle ; and the chevalier Mefquita, a Portugueze, in the 
notable city, which being a poft of great confcqucnce, they gave him, over 
and above the ordinary gatrifon, five companies of the country militia, un- 
der the command of the commander Vagnon. The commander Rome- 
gas, fo famous for his captures, and fo terrible in the Mediterranean, un- 
dertook, with the foldiers of his gallies, to defend the entrance of the 
great port j and the commander Guiral, a Caftilian, and excellently well 
skill’d in the management of the artillery, rais’d a battery of nine cannon, 
to play upon the enemy, in cafe they fhould attempt to break; the chain 
that barr’d up the port, where the gallies lay. The fort of St. Elmo, had 
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John generally no more than fixty foldiers garrifon’d in it, under the command 
v DE LA of the chevalier Broglio, an old Piedmontcfe officer ; but before the enc- 
my appear’d, the commander Deguarras, bailiff of Negrepont, was thrown 
into it with fucty knights : and the grand matter knowing the importance 
of that poft, put likewife into it a company of Spanifhfoot, commanded 
by the chevalier John de la Cerda. The cruelties and havock the Turks 
had made in the ifle of Goza, before their going upon the expedition of 
Tripoli, made feveral knights of the council propofe the demolifhing of the 
cattle, in order to prevent its falling a fccond time into the hands of the 
infidels. But la Valette oppos’d it, and was of opinion, that they ought 
rather to augment the garrifon j maintaining, that it were to be wiffi’d the 
enemy would firft fall upon thofe feparate forts, before they attack’d the 
town and cattle of St. Angelo, where the convent and the ftrength of the 
order refided ; and that they would have juft fo much time, as they Ihould 
employ in it, to wait for the coming of the fuccours which they were pro- 
mis'd s and that in cafe the remote pofts could but hold out till the end of 
September, the Turks would hardly be able to keep the fca during that 
tempeftuous feafon. He added, the better to enforce his opinion, that as 
the cattle of Goza, th t notable city, and the cattle of St. Angelo were all 
feated upon hills, which were pretty near of the fame height, and which 
lay not far from one another, it would not be difficult, in cafe the Tur- 
kifh fleet fhould keep the mouth of the two ports block’d up, as un- 
doubtedly they would, to make fignals from thefe cattles, and to adver- 
tife the order of all that pafs’d at fca, efpecially when the fuccours fhould 
be coming up. He concluded, by declaring, that they fhould immediate- 
ly fend a governor to Goza j that they fhould make choice of a man of 
refolute courage for that purpofc, who fhould be capable of refitting the 
enemy as long as poffiblc, and who, rather than fubmit to a capitulation, 
fhould facrifice his life for the prefervation of his order. All the council 
readily affented to the grand matter’s opinion, and however dangerous 
that poft might be, there was fuch a noble emulation among the knights, 
that there was not an old officer, but made great intereft to procure it for 
himfclf, or at lcaft to ferve under the perfon who fhould be nominated to 
it. The grand matter and council at laft pitch'd upon the chevalier Tor- 
reglias, a Majorcan, whofe valour and intrepidity, which had been try’d 
on many occafions, had juftly qualify’d him for that employment. 

Besides thefe various difpofitions, the commander Copier, of the 
language of Auvergne, and grand marfhal of the order, an old officer, was 
appointed to obferve the fleet of the enemy, and to oppofe their defeents 
as far as lay in his power ; to regulate his motions by theirs j and when 
they fhould land, to fall upon fuch as fhould ftraggle from the main bo- 
dy of their army. He, in order to put thefe defigns in execution, took 
with him a good number of knights, together with two hundred iflanders 
on horfeback, and a body of fix hundred foot $ with thefe he coafted along 
the fea-fhore in all thofb places, where a defeent feem'd moft pra&icablc. 

Such wife precautions were very neceffary, againft fo formidable a 
power as that of the Turks ; but the main fecurity of the ifland lay in the 
grand matter’s prefence, who always appearing with an air of tranquillity, 
and the fame intrepid look, infpired an heroic confidence into the knights 
and foldiers. He was continually vifiting the feveral pofts, fortifying 
thofe places which he thought wcakeft, telling each commander the mo- 
tions he was to make, in cafe of an attack, and the places to which he 
fhould fucceflively retire, in cafe of his being forced out of his poft ; and 
wherever he came, he left an impreffion of his courage, that xendred his 
knights and foldiers invincible. A t 
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A t length the Turkilh fleet appeared off of Malta on the i Sth of May. John 
It con lifted of 1 59 veffels with oars, as welt gallies as galiots, having 30000 v alett 
land-forces on board, compos'd of janizaries, fpahi's, and the braveft fol- 
diers of the Ottoman empire. The fleet was follow'd by a confiderable ,8 - 
number of fhips of burden, laden with the heavy artillery, the horfes of the 1 
fpahi's, and the ammunition and provifions for the forces. The chief pilot 
fail'd half a mile before the reft of the fleet, in order to view the coaft, and 
to find a fafe place for it to put in at, and made an attempt to bring it into 
a creek or road called Marza Sirocco , which lies on the eaftern fide of the 
ifland. But a Greek and Levant wind blowing at that time, he did not 
think proper to put in there 5 but firing two cannon- (hot to give notice that 
they were not to flop there, he kept on his way, pafs’d with all the fleet 
between the ifland of Malta and the rock of F^fola, and about fun-fetthe 
Turks came to an anchor at the entrance of the creek or bay of Mugiarro. 

The marlhal Copier, at the head of 200 knights and a thoufand arque- 
bufiers, advanc'd with as much diligence as poflible, tooppofe their de- 
feent 5 but the Turkilh admiral detaching five and thirty gallies of his rear- 
guard with 3000 men on board, in the nighttime, they landed without 
any oppoiition in the road of St. Thomas , call’d by others the Tort de 
tEchelle : on which occafion it may not be improper to obferve/that though 
moft hiftorians dignify the creeks and bays which are in this ifland with 
the title of ports, yet they are generally, if we except the great port, and 
port Muffct, no more but fo many roads, which are at moft flicker'd only 
from the land-winds. 

W hilst the Turks were in the bay of Mugiarro, the chevalier dc 
la Riviere planted himfelf with twelve knights in ambufli behind fome old 
rubbifli, in hopes of furprizing fome enemy who might be tempted to 
come afhore. But a Portuguefe knight, wh|0 had been fent on the fame fide 
to get intelligence, difeovering la Riviere, and advancing towards him, 
receiv’d a musket-ball from a party of Turks who lay conceal’d in the 
neighbouring rocks, and died upon the fpot. La Riviere imagining he 
was only wounded, ran immediately to aflift him } but the Turks firing 
another volley, difpers'd his little convoy, and killing his horfe, came 
upon him and took him prifoner. They carried him immediately to the 
general, who examin’d him about the difpofition of the grand mafter and 
of the knights, and the number and condition of their forces. La Riviere 
anfwer’d, that the knights were all to a man refolv’d to lofe the laft drop 
of their blood in the defence of an ifland, which they confider’d as their 
country? that all the forts wrire mann'd with ftrong garrifons, and well 
provided with ammunition and provifions? and that they expeded from all 
the Chriftian princes of Europe, a ftrong fleet, either to give him battle or 
force him to retreat. The Turkilh general looking upon this difeourfeas 
a kind of bravado in his prifoner, commanded him to be put to the raak, 
in order to extort from him a more particular account of the ftate of the 
ifland. The knight bore the torture for a long time with an heroic con- 
ftancy j but, at laft, as if he had been overcome by the rigour of the tor- 
ments he fufrer’d, he, affe&ing an ingenuous air, own’d to Muftapha, that 
if Malta was to betaken, it could be only at the poll; of Caftille, which he 
faid was the worft fortified in the whole town, and indeed in the whole ifland. 

The balha relying on the fincerity of a confeflion drawn from him, as 
as he imagin'd, by the violence of the torture, refolv’ d to begin the fiege 
of the town in that quarter: but as he had a mind to reconnoitre the place 
himfelf before his engaging in the attempt, he fent the chevalier dc la 
Riviere loaded with irons on board a galley defign’d for the prifoners. The 
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John wind changing, all the fleet weigh’d anchor the night following, and with 
v a° E E t t e. their lanthorns lighted flood for the bay of Marza Sirocco, where the 
V/V\J army landed early in the morning in good order. The firft thing the gene- 
ral did, was to order the building of two redouts on each fide at the entrance 
of this large bay $ after which, he put a good number of foldiers in them, 
and provided them with artillery for the fecurity of his (hips, as well as to 
' keep the Chriftian fleet at a diftancc. The Turkifh army advanc’d after- 
wards higher up into the country, and encamp'd near a village called St. 
Catherine. Mufiapha, in order to take a view of the fituation of the town, 
the caftle of St Angelo, and other forts, took fome engineers with him, 
and went up an hill called Mont Calcar a, from whence he had a profped of 
almoft the whole ifland. He oblig'd the chevalier de la Riviere his prifoner 
to follow him, whom he commanded to point out to him the forts St. 
Elmo and la Sanglc, the caftle of St. Angelo and the town, and to give 
him likewife an exaft account of the fortifications in every place, and the 
number of troops that were polled in them. The chevalier did not fail 
to make them twice as many as they were 5 butthebalhaat length asking 
him which was the poll of Caftille, which he had reprefented as the weakefl 
in the whole ifland, he had no fooner (hewn it him, but Muftapha feeing 
it fortified with a large bulwark, a ravelin and cafemates at the bottom 
and in the ditch, was prefcntly convinc’d that la Riviere had impos’d upon 
him, and had only pointed out that place to him in order to make him 
mifearry in his enterprize : this put himinto fucha rage, that he gave him 
a blow with his cane, after which the foldiers of his guard knock’d him 
on the head. 

Whilst this cruel feene was a&ing upon Mont Calcara, the Turkilh 
army fpreading it felf over the country, fet fire to the villages, murder'd 
the peafants , and carried off the cattle which they had negle&ed to fecure 
in time within the fortified places. The marlhal Copier was all this while 
obferving the enemy narrowly, and whenever any of them happen’d to 
draggle from the main body for the fake of plunder, he fell upon them, 
and either cut them to pieces or took them prifoners 5 fothat he, on two 
or three occafions and indifferent skirmilhes, kill'd above 1500 of their 
men, without lofing above fourfeore of his own, among whom the chevalier 
d’Elbene, of an illuftrious family in Florence, who was killed with a mus- 
ket-ball, after having fignaliz'd himfelf in thefe private rencounters, was 
particularly regretted. 

The grand mafter permitted at firft his foldiers to engage in thefe skir- 
milhcswith the Turks, in order to enter them as it were, and to accuftom 
them to their looks and Ihouts : but as the refult of thefe rencounters 
decided nothing, and that the lead lofs on his fide would have been more 
prejudicial to him afterwards, than the killing of a much greater number 
of Turks could be of advantage, he recall'd all his troops, andfent them 
back to their refpe&ive pofts, judicioufly referving them for the defence 
of fuch forts as Ihould be attack’d. 

The next day the Turks held a great council of war, in order to con- 
fider of the place where they Ihould begin their attack. Admiral Piali, 
purfuant to the grand feignior’s orders, was for attempting nothing till the 
arrival ofDragut, who was daily expe&ed; but the bafha, who was uneafy 
at what the chevalier de la Riviere had told him concerning the fuccours 
that were preparing, maintain’d, that they, before they thought of con- 
quering, ought without lofing a moment of time, to take their meafures 
fo well, as to prevent their being furpriz'dorvanquilh'd themfclvcs 5 that 
in cafe the Chriftian army (hould come fuddcnly upon them, the grand 
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feignior’s fleet would be block'd up in the creek in which it lay, and that John 
fuppofing they (hould have nothing of that nature to fear, it yet was not V “ E u 
fecured from eafterly winds * and therefore his opinion was, that they, 
without any further delay, (hould immediately lay flege to the fort of St. 

Elmo i which, according to his calculation, could not hold out above 
five .or fix days: urging further, that they, by the taking of it, would be- 
come matters of the port of Marza-Miizet, which was large enough to hold 
all their fleet 5 when this being once fecured, they (hould go on with 
more confidence to attack the other forts and places of the ifland. This 
advice was carried by a plurality of votes, and accordingly the liege of fort 
St. Elmo was refolv’d upon. 

This fort, as we have already obferv'd, was fcated on the point of a 
rock, at the extremity of a narrow piece of land, which divides the two 
ports i it had been built by the prior of Capua, but he had made it too 
fmall ; and whether it were that the order was not at that time able to de- 
fray the expences neceffary for making it larger and more regular, or that 
the prior, at his placing it on the point of a rock, had confider'd it only 
with refpeft to the fea, and the ufe that might be made of its batteries for 
defending the entrance of the harbour j the event (hew'd, that he had not 
enough refle&ed upon providing for its fecurity on the land-fide, he ha- 
ving built it in a place, where the ground was fo very ftrait and narrow, 
that there was no making any out- works, or adding the neccfiary fortifica- 
tions to it. However, as the ifland is one continual rock, and only co- 
ver'd over in fome places with a ftony foil, two or three foot in depth, 
the Turkifh engineers forefaw, that the opening and carrying on of their 
trenches, would be a tedious and diflicult work; and the rather, becaufe 
the fort was well fupply’d Vith artillery, and likewife that it would be im- 
pofiible for them to hinder the grand matter from fending fuccours to it in 
light barks, by the way of port Muzet, and his relieving and changing the 
garrifon from time to time. What made their anxiety ttill greater, was, 
that the viceroy of Sicily gave out, tho’ with much more oftentation than 
real effeft, that he would appear very (oon before Malta, with the fleet of 
the king his matter, in order to fight that of the fultan, and give battle to 
his forces. 

But the Turkifh general,, who was an excellent officer, not any way 
difeouraged by all thefe difficulties, refolv’d to purfue his defign. For 
this purpofe, he firft went to take a view of the place himfclf, after which, 
he brought on his troops, invefted it on the land fide, and mark'd out the 
fpot for his camp, and the feveral places where he would have his batteries 
crc&ed. Hereupon his troops fet to work about opening the trenches, 
and making their approaches : The ba(ha was lavifh of the lives of his pio- 
neers, and notwithftanding the continual fire of the place, and the hard- 
nels of the rock, upon which the fort was built, they at laft cover’d them- 
felves in fome places, and in others, where they could not cut the rock, 
he made them raife parapets, which lerv’d inftead of trenches, they being 
made with thick planks and beams, (luff'd behind with earth, which they 
fetch’d at a great diftance, and afterwards moiften'd; and to cement it 
together, they mix'd it with rufh and draw, and by that means form'd a 
kind, of wall, which cover'd the foldiers. 

The Turks likewife, by help of the oxen they had taken in the ifland, 
carried their cannon as far as Mont St. Elmo ; and after railing their plat- 
forms, gabions and (heds, the bafha on the 24 th of May began to fire from 
a battery of ten cannon, which carried a ball of fourfeore pound weight. 

Bcfides thefe cannon, he had two culverins, that were fixty pounders, and 
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Johm a bafilic, or great cannon, of a prodigious Itze, which *tis pretended 
v * lett i. fired ftonc-bultetsof t«o pound weight. This artillery made a dreadful 
V/YV fire, and though it was anfwcr'd by that of the place, nevertheleft, as 
the fort was fmall and narrow, there was fcarce a fliot but beat down 
fomc part of its works and defences. The infidels dill increas'd thek bat- 
teries) fothat the bailiff of Negrepont, who commanded in it, faw plain 
enough, that it would be foon ruin’d by fuch a continual fire $ and that as- 
the fortifications would be beat down, it would be impoffible for him to 
preferve the fort, but by the number and courage of the garrifbn. 

With this notion, he fern the chevalier la Cerda to defire a rein- 
forcement from the grand mailer j and in order to obtain it, that knight, 
whofe fear made him eloquent, greatly exaggerated the danger the place 
was in. The grand mailer feem’d furprized at it, and what heighten'd his 
indignation again!! him, was, his being fo imprudent, as to tell him in 
the prefence of a great number of knights, that he mull not expeft that a 
place, which was fo weak, could pornbly be tenable above a week longer. 
“ Pray what lofs have you fullain'd, (replies the grand mailer) that you 
“ cry out in this manner for fuccours t Sir, (anfwer’d la Cerda) the 
“ caftle is to be conftder’d as a lick perfon reduced exceeding low, who 
“ cannot polfibly be fupported, but by continual remedies and cordials. 
“ I myfelf (fays the grand mailer, with a lecret indignation) will be 
*< the phylician, and will take others with me, who, if they cannot 
“ prevail fo far as to cure you of your fear, their bravery at leaft (hall pre- 
“ vent the infidels from making themfelves mailers of the caftle.” 

La Valet te indeed did not flatter himfelf fofar, as to imagine it 
would be polfible to hold out fo weak a place, for any confiderable time, 
againft the continual attacks of the Turks j he* was in reality concern'd 
from the bottom of his heart, at the dangers to which the knights in that 
poll were expos'd: but as the fafety of the whole ifland depended on tho 
length of the liege, and that a brave defence was necelfary, in order to al- 
low the viceroy of Sicily time to advance to his fuccour, he refolv'd to 
throw himfelf into the fort, and there bury himfelf, rather than fee it loft 
by a weak defence, and an over-hafty capitulation, which would enable 
the infidels to attack the town, and the caftle of St. Angelo, the laft 
rcffource the knights and the order would have left. La Valette was pre- 
paring to lead this fuccour into the fort, but the council, and all the con- 
vent in general oppos'd it i when immediately fo great a number of 
knights offer'd themfelves, and prefs’d to be fent on this commiffion, that 
the only trouble was, who to make choice of for that purpofe. The offi- 
cers, whom the grand mailer pitch'd upon to lead this reinforcement, were 
the chevaliers Gonzales de Medran, and la Motte, who enter'd the fort at 
the head of the companies of foot under their command. Several knights 
got leave to go along with them, and hiftorians have tranftnitted to us, 
the name of one John dc Sola, a Navarrefe, a ferving brother, and a brave 
foldier, who carried feveral others along with him, whom he infpked with 
the fame intrepidity and refolution as himfelf $ they all, like him, bravely 
loling thek lives in one attack or other. Thek places were afterwards 
fupply'd by feveral knights of different nations j viz. Englilh, French, 
Flemmings, and Germans, who, by reafon of the diftance of thek re- 
fpe&ive provinces, did not arrive in Sicily, till after the Turks were land- 
ed at Malta, and that the caftle of St. Elmo was befiegfd. The greateft part 
of them were fo impatient to (hare with thek brethren, in the perils of the 
fiege, that they would not flay for a convoy $ but got into light barks, and 
filed oft one after another, as opportunities offer’d. Upon thek landing 
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at the town, they defired the grand matter to give them leave to throw Johh 
themfclves into the fort that was attack’d $ when being gratified in their re- v f L 8 E tt 
quell, they immediately got into boats, that had neither mafts not fails, WT>-\5 
for fear of being difeover’d, crofs’d port Muzec, and got into the fort be- ' 
fieg’d. The grand matter, to favour their paflage, was continually cano- 
nading the camp of the enemy, from the cattle of St. Angelo, which flood 
upon an eminence. A cannon-hall fired from thence, falling into the 
trenches, ttruck upon a large ttone, and flutter'd it to pieces 5 one of the 
fhivers chanc’d to hit admiral Piali, as he was vifiting the works, and 
wounded him dangeroufly. His foldiers thought he was kill’d, and the 
grand matter obferving the army and fleet were prodigioufly alarm’d at this 
accident, he, in order to draw fome advantage from the confufion they 
were in, thought it a proper opportunity for the fending out a veffel to 
prefsthe coming up of the Sicilian fuccours, and prevent the lofs of the 
fort : Accordingly, he difpatch'd the chevalier de la Valette Cornuffon, his 
nephew, and the commander Salvago, a Genoefe, to the viceroy in the 
night, to beg him to lofe no time in advancing with the reinforcements 
which the king his matter had promis'd j and to fend him at the fame time 
two gallies of the order, which were return’d from cruifing, and were at 
Medina, and likewife all the knights that had rendezvous’d there, who, 
by the help of the Spanifh fleet, might find an opportunity of getting into 
the harbour. The commander de la Valette deliver’d him at the fame time, 
a particular memorial, with refpeft to the courfc which it would be pro- 
per for the Chriftian fleet to hold } with a copy of the fignals to be made 
on both Tides, either at Goza, or in the adjoining roads that were proper 
for landing. The viceroy immediately fenthim an exprefs, to allure him 
of a fpcedy reinforcement, and that he would fhip it off by the 1 5 th of 
June at fartheft, defiring him in the mean time to be always Supplying the 
fort of St. Elmo with frelh troops, in order to prevent the Turks from 
getting poffeflion of it. The grand matter, to-encourage the garrifon, ac- 
quainted them with the news he had receiv’d from the viceroy. The che- 
valier de Medran, who led the laft reinforcement, that had been fentrhi- 
* thcr, made a fally to retard the approaches of the Turks j fell into their 
trenches, furptized them, and by the help of the artillery of the cattle, 
which was continually firing upon them, he at firft cut to pieces all that 
flood in his way. But the Turks recovering from their furprize, rallied in 
great numbers, charg’d again, and after an obftinate engagement recover’d 
their trenches, and forc’d the Chriftians to retire into the fort. Unhappi- 
ly for the Chriftians, the wind blew very ftrong, and drove back the 
fmoke of the artillery, which gather'd like a thick cloud over the counter- 
fcarp. The Turks, aflifted by this obfeurity, feiz’d upon it unpcrceiv'd, 
where they made a lodgment with trees, beams, wool-facks, and gabions, 
which they had in readinefs, and at the fame time rais’d a battery upon it. 

As foon as the fmoke was blown off, the foldiers in the fort were 
ftrangely furprized to fee Turkilh colours planted upon the counterfcarp, 
and the infidels beginning to play from thence upon the ravelin, which, 
not being of a due height, was expos’d to all the fire of their fmall arms, 
fo that not a man of the befieg’d could (hew his head, but he was imme- 
diately kill’d by the janizaries, who were excellent marks-men ; for which 
reafon, captain de la Cerda propos'd the undermining and blowing of it 
up, for fear, as he faid, left the infidels Ihould make a lodgment in that 
advanc'd work. But they reje&ed this advice, which did not much re- 
dound to his honour, as they fufpe&ed it was given by a man, who was 
uneafy at the fight of danger, and who did not value what became of the 
fiege, provided he could but fee it at an end. Whilst 
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johm Whilst the Chriftians and infidels were thus continually engag'd* 

V alette. Uluchialy a renegado, a famous corfair, join’d the Turkifh fleet with 
^YV f ,x g a lhes, which he had brought from Alexandria, having 900 land- 
forces on board $ and a few days after, -Dragut viceroy of Tripoli cam e 
up with 1 600 more, onboard thirteen gallics and two galiots. We have 
already obferv’d, that the grand feignior had fo high an efteem for his 
valour and capacity, that he had given exprefs orders to his generals, both 
by fea and land, not to undertake any thing without his advice. His per- 
fonal merit, and particularly the credit he had at the port, was the occafion 
of their receiving him with a falvo of all the artillery, and the higheft 
marks of deference and diftin&ion j and as foon as he was landed, he went 
to vifit the camp, and the principal places of the ifland. . 

Whatever mcafurcs he might keep with the generals with rclpc& 
to civility, he yet could not help difeovering that he difapprov'd their 
having begun the enterprise with the fiege Of fort St. Elmo : he pretended 
that they ought firft to have attack’d the caftle of Goza, and afterwards the 
notable city, which fupplied the town and the caftle of St. Angelo with 
provifions; alledging, that they, by the taking of thofe places, would not 
only have cut off the breafts that fed the reft of the ifland, but, which was 
of much greater confequence, would have flopp'd up all the avenues by 
which the Chriftians pretended to throw fuccours into the ifland. 

The balha, though inverted with the poft of general, was nevcrthelefs 
afraid of the corfair’s credit ; and therefore reprefentedtohim, that they, 
in order to fecure the grand feignior’s fleet from the violence of the winds, 
and from being furpriz'd by the Chriftian forces, had been oblig'd to begin 
with attacking the fort, as the taking of it, would open them a paflage 
into port Muzet ; that however the ftege was not fo far advanc'd, but they 
might raife it, and tranfport the array to Qoza, or inveft the city, if he 
thought proper. “ That would not be an improper ftep, replied Dragut, 

“ if things had not been carry'd to too great lengths j but after the opening 
“ of the trenches, and attacking the fort for fcveral days, there will be no 
“ railing the liege without expoling his highnefs's glory, and perhaps dif- 
“ heartning the foldiers." His opinion therefore was, that they (hould em- • 
ploy all the forces of the army in order to go through the enterprize with 
honour ; and as a proof that the liberty he had taken of fpeaking his fen- 
timents, did not arife from any mean envy and a fpirit of malignity, the 
common vice of courtiers, he, from the moment it was refolv'd that they 
fhould continue the liege, employ'd himfelf in it with as much courage and 
afliduity as if he had been anfwerablc for its fuccefs. No general officer 
fcarce ever Ihew'd greater intrepidity : he fpent whole days together in 
the trenches and on the batteries. He was mafter of a great many talents, 
but was particularly skill’d in the direction and management of the artillery, 
in which no one excell'd him ; this had been his firft profeffion, as has 
been already obferv’d in the foregoing book : by his orders, they on the 
firft of June rais’d a fecond battery parallel to the firft, but which was 
nearer the fort ; and in order to keep up a continual fire, they play'd fuc- 
ceffivcly one after another upon a cavalier that cover'd the fort. He like- 
wife planted four cannon towards port Muzet, to batter it on that fide, and 
two others on the counterfcarp, which (hot downwards into the ditch, 
and play'd upon the cafcmate 5 and moreover, fent four culverins from his 
gallies to the point at the entrance of port Muzet, which ever fince that 
time has been call’d Cape ‘Dragut, or Dragut's point, where he planted 
them in order to batter the flank of the ravelin and the cavalier, and all the 
weftern-fide of the fort. 

The 
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Th e Turkifti musketeers firing continually upon the ravelin, their en- J° H *» 
gineers rallied out of the trenches under the cover of the fire, and ad- v^et™. 
vanc’d openly with great refolution to the foot of the ravelin, in order to V/TV 
view the c fifed of their batteries, Without meeting with the leaft oppofition. 

Whether it were that the centihel was kill'd or afiecp on his poft, or whe- 
ther it was the fault of the officers in not going the rounds themfelves, but 
leaving it to the common (bldicrs; no one appear’d, or offer'd to difturb 
them, fo that thcfe engineers view'd the ravelin at their leifure, and ob- 
ferv'd that there was no going from the cavalier to that outwork, but by 
a kind of bridge made of ^few planks. They likewife difcover’d a port- 
hole for cannon made fo very low, that one of the engineers getting upon 
another’s, (houlders, look'd through it, and faw the Chriftian foldiers lying 
careleflly extended on the ground and faft afieep. Thefe made their re- 
port, and a body of the Turks foon advanc'd, who clapping their ladders 
to the ravelin, got into it by the port-hole, and cut moft of the Chrifiiaus 
to pieces: thofe who awoke firft, feeing fuch a number of enemies about 
them, took to their heels ; and feveral, to avoid falling by the Turkilh 
fabrcs, threw themfelves headlong from the bridge into the ditch. The 
Turks purfued their advantage, and leaped upon the bridge, in order to get 
into the cavalier, but were flopp'd by the ferjeant-major Guerara, who, 
upon hearing the noife, had ran thither with fome foldiers. He was foon 
fuftain’d by the chevaliers de Vercoyran and de Medran, who came up 
with their companies, as did the bailif of Negrcpont at the head of feveral 
knights. They now fought on a more equal foot, and the Tucks were 
prefcntly repuls’d ; and as the ravelin had no defence on the fide next the 
cavatier and the fort, the Chriftians levell'd two cannon to play upon it^ 
which, as it made fome havock among the infidels, gave the Chriftians 
room to hope that they fhould recover it. But Muftapha order’d feveral 
detachments of foot to advance, who, not valuing the fire, threw them- 
fclves into the ravelin, and the pioneers coming up with wool-facks, ga- 
bions, fafeines, and planks, they made a lodgment, and all the efforts of 
the Chriftians could not drive them out. 

The Turks did not ftop here, but feeing the bailifif and the knights 
retire into the cavalier by a way that led up to it from the bottom of the 
ditch, they with a boldnefs which the-hopes of vi&ory infpir'd them with, 
threw themfelves into it fword in hand, and purfued them with an cager- 
nefs which nothing could ftop but the artillery of the fort, and a fhower 
of fire- works, ftones, musket and cannon-fhot, which made fuch (laughter 
among them, that they were forc’d to give over the purfuit, and retire 
out of the ditch. 'Tis faid, however, that they after rallying again and 
receiving a frelh reinforcement, return’d into it a fecond time by a breach 
which was in the counterfcarp j when clapping their ladders to the 
fort, they mounted in (hoals, and with fuch intrepidity and refolution, 
that it would have been hard to judge of the fuccefs of this laft attack, had 
not their ladders by good luck prov’d too (hort. In fine, they were at laft 
forc'd to abandon them, but not without lofing abundance of men j this 
engagement, which lafted from day-break till noon, coft them, as we are 
told, near jooo of the braveft troops in their army. The order likewife, 
befides the lots of the ravelin, had twenty of its knights and near an hundred 
foldiers kill’d. ThebailifFofNcgrepont, the ferjeant-major Guerara, the 
chevalier Adorne, and la Roche Perura, a young Caftilian knight, were 
wounded. Hiftdrians relate, that the chevalier Abel de Bridiersof la Gar- 
dampe being (hot in the body, with a musket-ball, and fome of his brother 
knights offering to help him, and carry him to a place where he might have 
V o i». II. Ggg his 
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his wound drcfs’d, he, after having thank’d them for their offer, fiud, 

« Don’t trouble yourfelves about me, I am a dead man ; your care will 
“ be better employ'd in the defence of our furviving brethren.” After 
which, he crawl’d to the chappel of the fort, and commending his foul to 
God, expired before the altar, where he was found dead. The 
wounded were by the grand matter's leave carried in the night-time to the 
town, in order to their being look’d after 5 and an hundred men were lent 
the fame way tofupply their places, under the command of the chevalier 
Vagnon. The artillery of the fort, and the batteries of the cattle of St. 
Angelo and the ifle de la Sangle, were very f^viceable in fecuring their 
paflage ; and though the Turks had planted two cannon on the top of the 
grotto of Alicata, which play’d upon that part, where there was en- 
trance into the fort, and that the janizaries, who were excellent arque* 
buficrs, and who ufed muskets of a large bore, that carried at a great 
diftance, were continually firing upon the fhore that lay nearett to the fort $ 
they, ncverthelefs, had not yet been able to cut off this communication, 
nor hinder the paflage of the little reinforcements, which the grand matter 
fent thither. 

’T w a s with great concern that he, upon the return of the wounded, 
receiv’d the particulars of the lofs of the ravelin, and the fcveral circum- 
ftances in this laft engagement 5 nor was his indignation lefs, to fee that 
la Cerda, under pretence pf a flight wound, the marks of which were 
fcarccly vifible, had put himfelf in the number of the wounded. This 
cowardice, the like of which had never been known before in the order, 
was a fenfible affliftion to la Valette 5 and though he pitied his wcaknels, 
he ncverthelefs had him arretted, and fent to prifon ; a punifhment ftili 
'too mild for a man, who, during the whole time of the liege, had us’d all 
the cunning and addrefs he was matter of, only to get out of the way of 
danger. 

The bailiff of Negrepont, and the commander Broglio, had leave 
fent them by the grand matter to return to the convent * but they, tho* 
wounded, and very antient, refufed it with great refolution, and an- 
fwer’d, that they only deftred leave to lofe their lives in their pofts, and 
die in the bed of honour. Thefe venerable knights, whofe faces were 
burn’d and disfigur’d by the heat of the fun, were always under arms, and 
never ftirr’d from thofe places, where there was raoft danger, and 
though they were almoft worn out with old age, they neverthelefs la- 
bour’d in carrying earth to thofe places that flood in need of being forti- 
fied, and were continually lending a helping hand to the other knights, 
fome of whom, by reafon of the narrownefs of the place, were continually 
wounded. Nothing was there feen but cripples, arms hanging in flings, 
and mangled limbs that had been (hot off, and which lay fcatter'd up 
and down, for want of their having had time to bury them ; and never- 
thelefs thefe men, the greateft part of whom had but half of themfelves left, 
ftiU preferv’d their courage entire, did fervice about the artillery, crawl'd 
to the breaches, and appear’d with intrepidity in all places. 

T h e grand matter fent them from time to time all the reinforcements 
the place could contain ; but as there was fcarce a day, in which the conti- 
nual fire , of the enemy did not deftroy a confiderable number of the 
knights and foldiers, he fent off a bark in the night-time for Sicily> with 
letters to the viceroy, by which hc.acquainted him with the extremity to 
which the fort was reduced, and exprefs’d his furprize, at his not having 
yet’ attempted to fend back the two gallies of the order to Malta, with the 
knights who waited only for that opportunity, in order to repair to their 
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rdfpe&hrc polls, as their duty requir’d? he likewife defir’d him to fend J 0HH 
him an immediate reinforcement of a thoufand foldiers, in order to fup- v alett t: 
ply the lofs of thofe who perilh’d daily in the fort. The viceroy’s con- v/VV 
dud, and the little eagernefs he difeover’d to get the king of Spain's fqua- 
drons together, made him apprehenfive, that he would never refolve with 
himfelf to try the fate of a fea-engagement, and therefore told him at thb 
conclufion of his letter, that provided he would only land 8000 men in 
the ifland, he did not queftion but he fhould be able, with that reinforce- 
ment, and the troops he had left, to force the enemy to raife the liege, 
and reimbark on board their Ihips. The viceroy had no fooner receiv’d 
it, but he immediately fent back Salvago, who, by the grand matter's or- 
ders, had continued near his perfon, to hatten the fuccours, and another 
knight along with him, call’d Miranda, one of the moft diftinguilh’d, as 
well as the moft zealous of the whole order 5 charging them to allure the 
grand matter, that he would not lofea moment's time in getting together 
fuch a fleet, as Ihould be fuflicient to bring him the fuccours he expected : 
but that he had not as yet Ihips and gallies enough to hazard a battle with 
the Turkifh fleet ; that he wanted thofe of the order, which he defired him 
to fend forthwith, the better to forward the imbarkation of the troops. 

The two knights went on board a light brigantine, and took the two 
Maltefe gallies, which theviceroy had detain'd in the port of Saragofla, by 
way of convoy, till they had doubled cape Paffaro j when they fent them 
back, becaufe they could not advance nearer the port without being dif> 
cover’d : after which, they made a Ihift to get in the dark to port Muzet, 
and landed as near as they could to fort St. Elmo. They flay’d there all 
the next day, and after having viftfed the feveral polls of the place, and 
feen the ill condition it was in, they went On board again the night 
following, and landed at the town, to wait upon the grand matter. He * 
was prodigioufly furprized to fee them arrive without any reinforce- 
ment, and efpecially without the two gallies of the order, and to find 
that the viceroy, not fatisfied with detaining them, demanded like- 
wife the five others, though the foldiers and crew belonging 1 to them, 
were continually at work upon the fortifications of the town and the ifland 
de la Sanglc. This condud confirm’d him in his fufpicions, that the vice- 
roy, notwithftanding his promifes and the boaftings he had made of a 
mighty fuccour, durft not hazard a battle 5 and that he, by his affeded delays, 
and his unfeafonable demand of the gallies, was only looking out for a 
pretence* in order to excufe himfelf from coming to attack the Turkilh 
fleet. Upon this, he difpatch’d Salvago back again, who, in his zeal for 
the order, defpis'd the danger he ran of being taken by the infidels, and 
pafs'd backwards and forwards feveral times through their fleet, during 
the whole courfe of the liege. The grand matter order’d him to reprefent 
to the viceroy, that it would be impoffible for him to fend him the gal- 
lies of the order, without putting at leaft fifty foldiers on board of each, 
with a good number of officers, to keep the crew and (laves from ma- 
king an infurredion 5 that he was not in a condition to fpare either 
foldiers or officers ; and that he did not think he fhould be able to 
maintain the ifland, and hold out againtt the continual attacks of the 
infidels, till the arrival of the great fuccours which he had promis'd 
him, if he did not in the mean time fend him a reinforcement of troops. 

La Valette, before his departure, deliver’d him a commiffion for the prior 
Gatinara ; by virtue of which, he and the council empower'd that old com- 
mander, who was one of the moft confiderable of the order, to borrow 
mQney in their name of the publick banks, to colled and receive 
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John refponfians j to buy up ammunition, and to fend it without lofs of time to 
v a lett e. Malta, with the two gallies, and the knights who were come to Medina 
in their way thither, and who were waiting in that <ity with impatience 
for the departure of the great fleet. 

Salvago fct out alone for Sicily : la Miranda, prompted by his 
zeal, obtain’d leave of the grand matter to throw himfelf into fort St. 
Elmo ; he was receiv’d there with the regard due to his valour. La Mi- 
randa was an old knight, who had fignaliz'd himfelf on feveral occafions, 
and was as much reverenc’d for his piety as his courage. The knights in 
the fort inverted him, by common confent, with the port of major, and 
he difeharg’d the duties of it with his ordinary valour and capacity : his 
experience, his prefence in all places where it was neceffary, and above 
all his example, raifed the courage of the foldiers : he taught them the 
way, when the cannon of the enemy fir’d upon them, to fecure them- 
felves from their (hot, and to anfwcr at the fame time with the fire of the 
place, without expofing themfelves to theirs. He took care to get in a 
great flock of wine, of provifions, and remedies for the fick and wounded ; 
he was a kind of father to the foldiers, and in a word, nothing cfcap'd 
his attention but the care and prefervation of his own perfon. 

Dragut, to prevent the fending of continual fuccours to the fort, 
and cut off the communication between it and the town, propos’d, in a 
council of war, the crc&ing of a new battery upon the eaftern point of 
the great port, upon the fame fpot where the gallows flood. But Muftapha 
reprefented to hint, that the place was too remote from the camp, and 
too near the town ; that the knights would carry off the cannon, or at 
leaft nail it j that it would be impoflible to maintain this battery without 
forming a kind of camp qji the fpot, and having always a confiderable 
body of troops there ready to oppofe the fallies and attacks of the knights; 
that his army was fo much weaken'd by the lofTes and fatigues of the 
fiegc, that he could not pofiibly divide it before the putting of that project 
in execution ; and that therefore it were proper to flay for the arrival of 
the viceroy of Algiers, who was daily expeded with all the forces of his 
government, and who would be overjoy'd to head that enterprize. The 
council agreed to this advice, and the Turks in the mean time continu’d 
their batteries day and night on that fide where port Muzet lay $ and at 
the fame time, by the help of fafeines, gabions, and wool-facks, raifed the 
ravelin higher than the parapet of the place ; fo that they could fee 
every thing that pafs'd within. The next thing they did, was to plant two 
cannon upon it ; the continual fire of which, with that of their fmali 
arms, hinder’d the foldiers from coming near the parapet, fo that they 
were forced to run trenches up to it, and march through a fubterrancous 
palfage in order to get thither. The bafha, to ruin this defence, employ’d 
fome marts, fail-yards, and large planks, to frame a bridge broad enough 
for fix men to go a-breaft ; and for fear the Chriftians Ihould throw fire- 
works upon it, in order to burn it down, they cover’d it with earth to a 
certain height. The Turks, by the help of this bridge, and the continual 
fire from the ravelin, pierced as far as the parapet, and fell to fapping as 
well as undermining the wall. La Miranda, who ran to every place where 
there was moft danger, perceiving their defign, was not very uneaiy about 
the mine, which the infidels were endeavouring to run under a place, 
where, he was very fenfible, they would meet with a rock that would be 
too hard for their tools to enter. 

Box as their fap would infenfibly ruin the parapet, he made them raife 
another behind it, which he fortified with a good ditch, and lin'd it with 
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artillery; and the night following, he made a Tally at the head t>f the John 
braveft foldiers of the garrifon. Whilft one part of them amus'd the LA 
enemy with a falfe attack, by pretending to fall upon their trenches, the ^ry 
reft crept under the bridge, fet fire to it, and never ftirr’d till they faw it 
all over in a flame. The Turks, however, with indefatigable labour repair’d 
It the next day, and in the evening got down into the ditch, and clapp’d 
their ladders to the foot of the wall, as if they intended to make an aflault, 
when the knights immediately prefented themfelvcs upon the breach with 
their ufual intrepidity. The infidels thereupon retir’d on a fudden, having 
made that motion only to oblige them to fliew themfclves s and, at the 
fame time, their artillery, which was charg’d with cartridge- (hot, made 
fuch a terrible fire, that there were more knights of the order loft on this 
occafion, than had been before in the warmeft attacks. 

Those who were left, feeing the ravelin taken, which laid all the 
fort open and commanded it ; moft of their cannon difmounted, and their 
defences ruin’d ; large breaches made, and few foldiers to defend them ; 
fent a deputation to the grand mafter, by which they reprefent to him, the 
deplorable condition of the place, and delire him to fend boats to carry 
them over to the town, and by that means prevent their being taken by ftorm. 

The beficged^itchcd upon the chevalier Mcdran for this difagreeable 
commiliion, as being a perfon whom the grand mafter greatly efteem'd 
for his valour t fo that his report could not be fufpetted of wcaknefs or 
cowardice. He told la V alette plainly, that the fort was no longer tenable, 
and that if they fhould obftinatcly refolve to continue there but even a 
few days more, fuch a defence would be of no ufe, and only ferve to 
deftroy the reft of the garrifon ; and that nothing could poflibly be of 
greater advantage to the Turks, than the order’s fending from time to time 
new reinforcements into a place, which was fo difmantled, that it would 
infenfibly conlumc the troops neceflary for the defence of the other for- 
trefles of the ifland : He concluded with declaring, that he was neverthclefs 
commiliion’ d to allure him of the blind and implicit obedience of the 
knights and garrifon, whatever resolution he might think fit to take. 

The grand mafter acquainted the council with the occafion of the che- 
valier de Medran’s coming, and the condition of the fort and garrifon. 

Moft of the great croflcs, who compos’d the council, were for abandoning 
a place, that fwallow’d up, as it were, its defenders, and which by in fen fi bio 
degrees, under a pretence of being reinforc'd, would drain the other for- 
trefles of their garrifons. Thefe motives were juft and reafonable } not- 
wit hft and ing which, the grand mafter was of a contrary opinion : he agreed 
indeed that the fort was not tenable, and even own’d that he could not 
help bewailing the fate of the knights, who, info dangerous a poft, were 
expos’d to be daily knock’d on the head ; but he infilled that there are fome 
circumftanccs, in which it is neceflary to hazard fome of the limbs, in ordet 
to fave the whole body % that he had receiv'd good information of the 
viceroy’s having declared that in cafe the fort fhould be cither taken or 
abandon’d, he would not hazard the fleet and forces of his mafter, to 
fave the reft of the ifland fo that the whole fafety of Malta depended 
entirely on the length of the liege, and that it was abfolutely nceflary, let 
itcoft the order what it would, to fpinit out as long as poflible. The 
council came aver to his opinion ; when he, in concurrence with them, 
order'd Medtan to reprefent in his name to the knights within the fort, that 
the ; prefervation or utter, lots of the ifland, and perhaps of the order it felf, 
depended on the time they fhould hold out the place ; that they Ihould 
Call to- mind, the vows they, had made at their profeflion j and that they 
; VoL.II. Hhh were 
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John were oblig'd to facrifice their lives for the defence of the order. that he 
v a D let t e. would not fail to fend them reinforcenients, which ftiould be as ftrong as the 
\SY\J fmallnefsofthcfort would admit of j and that he was rcfolv’d, whenever 
it fhould be nccefiary, to throw himfelf into the place, and there die 
with them. 


When Medran reported this anfwer, fcvcral knights, efpecially 
the mod antient among them, protefted they would bury themfelves un- 
der the ruins of the fort, rather than abandon it j but the great eft part of 
them, as well as fomc officers of the garrifon, thought the anfwer harffi 
and cruel, and complain’d that the council, and a fet of men who had no 
lharein the danger, were for expofing them to the (laughter, and to cer- 
tain death, without the lead profpeft of advantage. Thefe murmurs role 
higher on occafion of a mine, which the Turks were endeavouring to run 
under the fird parapet } upon which, they drew up a letter to the grand 
mader, by which they deiired leave to retire into the town > it was (ign'd 
by fifty-three knights : they further declared, that in cafe they did not 
fend boats for them the next night, in order to carry them off from a 
place, where they were all going to be dedroy’d, they were abfolutely 
bent to take a defperate refolution, to Tally out and be kill’d fword in 
hand, rather than continue in the fort to no other purpofe, than to be fmo- 
ther'd under its ruins, or, in cafe of its being taken by dorm, to have 
their throats cut like fo many beads, and be expos'd to all the torments, 
which the ingenious cruelty of the Barbarians are ever fure of inventing. 

The commander du Cornet was the bearer of this letter, the grand 
mader read it with great trouble and indignation $ but as he was inform'd 
with a courage that was fuperiour even to the word events, he wrote them 
word back, that it was not enough for them to lofe their lives fword in 
hand, in order to die with honour, which they feem'd fo fond of, but 
that they mud likewife lofe them in the practice of the obedience which 
they ow’d him, and in the occafions which he (hould preferibe them $ 
that in cafe they (hould defert the fort, and he (hould fend boats to fetch 
them off, they mud never expeft to be reliev'd by the viceroy ; that the 
Turks would not fail to inved and befiegc the town the next moment, 
where they would inevitably meet with death, they fo vainly hoped to 
efcape, by fcandaloudy deferting a pod, the defence of which had been 
committed to them by the order ; and that after all, they had no reafon to 
be under any apprehenfions from mines, as they were in a fort that was 
The com- built oh one continued rock. . In fine, la Valette, in hopes of reviving 
minder de their drooping courage, or rather in order to gain time, fent three com- 
Spnri'ard * the miffioners thither, with orders to bring him a jud account of the condi- 
chevalier de dition of the place, and how many days it might hold out longer. 

Frenchman; These commiffioners, upon their arrival, fpoke in terms of the high- 
the chevalier cd civility and mildnefs to all the knights who were affcmbled to receive 
Qifhiot, an j^m j they highly extoll’d the courage and refolution which they had hi- 
therto (hewn, and exhorted them not to tarniffi the ludre of their glory 
and reputation, by an over-hady retreat. Such of the knights as had 
fign'd the letter to the grand mader, before they would make any an- 
fwer, defir'd them to vifit all the pods of the place. They (hew'd 
them, that it was entirely commanded by the exhauffement, or high 
work, which the Turks, fince their taking of the ravelin, had rais’d 


dole to it } and that they might judge from the fmallneis and narrow neft 
of the fort, that it was impoffible but they mud lofe abundance of men 
every day, though indeed they could not be fo thoroughly (enfible of it, 
as if they had felt all the fury, and foen the havpek of their great and fmall 
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(hot j and that after all, the more men they fhould fend thither, the 
greater would be the lofs, as it was a place where they had not room and 
earth fufficient to intrench themfclves. 

T w o of the commiflioners, both men of judgment and experience, 
were for trying what complaifance could do j and in order therefore to 
bring over the malecontcnts, they own'd that they could not poffibly 
imagine how they had been able to hold out Co long in a little fort, which 
was fo difmantled, that it appear'd to be no more than a heap of rubbiih j 
after which they added, that they ftill flatter'd themfelves, that they, who 
were fuch brave knights, would rouze their innate valour, which alone 
would enable them to hold it out fome days longer, and by that means 
give the viceroy time to come to their relief, and raife the flege. The 
third commiflioner was nam'd Conftantine Caftriot, a Greek prince, and 
defeended, as we are told, from the houfe of the famous Scanderbeg, 
the hero of Albania, and of all Chriftendom. Caftriot, who was naturally 
hot and furious in his zeal, without any regard to the temper and com- 
plaifance of his collegues, warmly maintain'd, that the place was not yet 
reduced to fuch extremity, but that it might hold out fome time longer ; 
that there were feveral ways of fecuring the fort from the artillery of the 
ravelin j that there was room on the iniide of the breach, to make cuts 
and intrenchments, which might be well lecur’d with palifadoes $ and 
that every body knew it was impofitble to undermine a place which was 
built upon a rock. 

The knights, to whom he dire&cd his difeourfe, took it for an 
affront, as if he had intended to reproach them with either not under- 
ftanding the arts of war, or their not having courage enough to put in 
practice the dangerous expedients and remedies it preferibes. This alone 
was fuflicient to raife the moft unhappy difputcs i every one maintain'd 
his fentiments with vehemence; the difpute grew hot, when fome of 
the moft paflionate knights cried out, that they muft abfolutely keep fuch 
an able man in the place, and oblige him to put his own leflons in pra&ice ; 
and accordingly they ran to the gate of the fort in order to feizc it, and 
keep him in. A dangerous tumult, of which the Turks might have taken 
advantage, was going to break out, when the bailiff of Negrepont and 
la Miranda found a way to appeafe it, by caufing an alarm to be founded, 
which obliged all the knights to run to their refpedive pofts. 

The commiffioners, at their return to the town, gave the grand 
mafter an account of the ill condition the place was in, and told him 
frankly, that they did not believe the garrifon could be able to ftand an 
aflault. Caftriot, on the contrary, cither through fondnefs for his firft 
opinion, or perhaps through refentment at what had pafs’d between him 
and the knights, pretended that the place was ftill tenable $ and at 
the fame time offer'd the grand mafter, provided he would give him leave, 
to levy fome troops in the ifland, to throw himfelf into the fort, and hold 
it out againft all the efforts of die infidels, till the fuccours fhould 
arrive. 

Probably there might be more courage aud refolution in thefe 
aflertions, than knowledge of the real condition of the place, and the 
grand mafter knew very well what he had to truft to ; but as he was under 
an abfolute neccffity erf prolonging the fiege at any rate, he accepted 
Caftriot’s offer, hoping to make ufe of it for feveral purpofes. Accor- 
dingly, he gave him great encomiums in publick, and the bifhop of Malta, 
a&uatcd by a zeal fo becoming his dignity, in concert with him, advanced 
the fums neceffary for making the new levies that were to relieve the 
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John knights 5 and accordingly, they immediately beat up for them in the town 
Vuette. and fortrefles. A confiderable number of the inhabitants of the country, 
and fome of the chief citizens lifted themfelves, and there was an emula- 


tion who Ihould enter into the fervice firft. The knights who were in the 
fort heard this news with a furprize that was mix'd with vexation ; and 
what increafed it ftill more, was the grand mafter’s writing to them after- 
wards in harfh and dry terms, and with an air of ftate, that he was ready 
to giyc'them their difeharge; that for one knight, who feem'd to defpair of 
holding out the liege any longer, ten brave foldiers offer’d themfelves, who 
Were inform’d with a true fpirit of zeal and courage, and eagerly fought to 
obtain leave to throw themfelves into the fort; that he would imme- 


diately fend the new garrifon to relieve them } that they had no more 
to do but to deliver up their pofts to the officers who were to head it, and 
that they might come back to the town in the vcffels on which the others 
were to be tranfported. “ Return my brethren, faidhe, to the convent ; 
“ you will be more in fafety there ; and as for me, I (hall then be lefs in 
“ pain about the prefervation of fort St. Elmo, tlK/ it be of fuch impor- 
“ tance, that the prefervation of the ifland, and all our order, depends 
“ entirely upon it.” 

These few lines were written with an air of fo much indifference, 
and even contempt, that the difeontented knights were piqued to the laft 
degree. They could not fo much as think of delivering up the place to 
the new foldiers and recruits, without being fcnlible of the fhame and 
confufion they, were going to bring upon themfelves in the light of the 
whole order. “ How (faid they one to another) fliall we be- able to 
“ bear the light of the grand mafter, and the reproach of our fellow- 
“ knights? And if this new garrifon Ihould have the good fortune to 
“ hold out the place till fuch time as the fuccours arrive, what corner of 
“ the earth lhall we be able to find, remote enough from all human fo- 
“ ciety to retire to, and there to bury our fhame and confulion ? ’’ FulJ. 
of thefe fad reflexions, they refolv’d to lofe their lives to a man, rather 
than give up their poft to the new foldiers, or abandon the place to the 
Turks; and accordingly intreated the bailiff of Negrepont, and the com- 
mander Broglio, to acquaint the grand mafter with their repentance, and 
the refolution they had made to lofe the laft drop of their blood in the de- 
fence of the place. As it was ftill day light, and that they were ddirous 
of preventing the arrival of the boats, the governor difpatch’d an excellent 
fwimmer with a letter to him, in which he took notice of the happy 
change; and, in the name of the malecontents, begg'd him to pardon 
their fault, and give them leave to wipe it out by an intrepidity and refo- 
lution that would be proof againft the greateft dangers. 

..This repentance was juft what the grand mafter wanted to bring the 
malecontents to ; and tho' he had forefeen it, and even pav’d the way 
to it by the jealoufy and emulation which he infpir'd, he nevertheids 
thought proper not to comply with the governor's requeft at firft ; and 
therefore told him in his letter, that he would always prefer a body of 
new troops that obey'd the laws of military difcipline r to a number of old 
warriors, who pretended to be above controul. The knights, in a con*: 
fternation at his fteadinefs and refolution, begg’d pardon in the moft fub- 
miffive terms. La Valctte, confidering that it would be dangerous to 
drive them to defpair, fuffer’d himfelf to be wrought upon, and was 
pleas’d to be pacified : accordingly, the new levies were difmiis’d, and the 
inhabitants were fent back to their refpedtve pofts which had been affign’d 
them before Caftriot'spropofal. 
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During thcfe tranfaftions, the commander Sal vago was return’d John 
back into Sicily, and landing at Syragofa, he found the viceroy ftill ftarting . v ®* E ^ K , 
one cxcufe or other, to defer the departure of the fuccours ; for which v/YV 
reafon, he, in the grand matters name, order’d the commander deCor- 
nuffon, that prince's nephew, and the commander de St. Aubin, cap- 
tains of the two gallies of the order, which were in that port, to embark 
immediately for Malta, and to carry thither all the knights and volunteers 
who were arrived in that place, together with a company of foot which 
had been levied at the order’s expence, and was commanded by the chevalier 
Auguftin Ricca. Thefe two gall ies, with this little reinforement on board, 
got, after various workings, into the ifle of Goza. Their defign was to 
land in the fafeft creek or road of Malta. But they were prevented by 
Dragut, who had notice of their departure from the (pies he kept in Sicily, 
and had therefore fent feveral fquadrons along the coafts, to hinder the 
Chriftian veflels from coming near them. 

The knights who commanded the two gallies, not thinkiug proper 
to hazard the reinforcement they were carrying to Malta, againft the fu- 
perior forces of Dragut, refolv’d to return to Syragofa. Their departure 
was a very fenlible affliction to the grand matter, he having depended on 
that little reinforcement in order to repair the continual loflcs he fuffer’d 
in the defence of the fort. Accordingly, he reprimanded his nephew in 
the feverett terms upon that account, and told him in his letters with a 
kind of contempt, that glory was very feldom the fhare of a captain who 
aCted with fo rtiuch caution ; and added, that it was the duty of a knight 
of Malta, to dare more than any other warrior. 

He wrote by the fame exptefs, to the commander Salvago, who con- 
tinued near the viceroy's perfon, 'in order to hatten the fuccours and prefs 
the departure of the fleet ; ordeting him to acquaint that nobleman with 
the extremity to which fort St. Elmo ,was reduc’d, and to bcfeech him, 
in cafe all his forces were not yet join’d,. to fend him at leaft the two gallies 
of the order } to reinforce them with two others of the fquadron of Sici- 
ly, and to put on board them all fuch knights and volunteers as were at 
his court, and in f he ports of that ifland, together with a regiment of foot, 
to fillup the places of fuch foldiersof the order, as ty’ete cither dead or 
difabled by their wounds. 

The viceroy, who ever made pompous promifes, and who, in hopes 
to frighten the Turks, was eternally talking of the great preparations he 
was making for the relief of Malta, would in fomc meafure have given 
himfelf the lye, had he declin’d fending fo fmall & reinforcement. In order 
therefore to keep the world ftill in a belief of the advantageous reports he 
had fpread with relation to his forces, he Appointed two gallies tofet out 
immediately with the two belonging to Malta, without waiting for the 
gre^t reinforcement > and at the fame time, order’d Melchior Robles, co- 
lonel of the Sicilian brigade, to go on board the gallies with his regiment. 

But this imbarkatibn, was, by the affeCfced dilatorinefs of both land and 
fea-officers, deferr’d from day to day under various pretences: and the 
viceroy, who was not for dividing his forces, at the very time that he 
boafted even of the fervice he ftiould do the order by this fmall re- 
inforcement, gave lecret orders to prevent its fetting out. 

Though cVcry thing feem’d to conlpire againft the fort’s receiving 
any reinforcement, the grand matter did not, upon that account, abate any 
thing of his ufliaf vigilance and aftivity ; by his orders they were conti- 
nually fending recruits to the befieg’d by night, together with provifions, 
ammunition, and fire- works. He had hinsifelf Invented one of a particular 

■VbL.II. Iii fort. 
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John fort, proper to be ufed at an aflault : They made hoops of very light wood, 
v a * it ? e. which were firft dipp’d in brandy, or elfc rubb’d over with boiling oil, 
V/YV then cover’d them with wool or cotton, which they fteep’d in other com- 
buftible liquors, mix’d with falt-petre and gun powder ; alter this prepara- 
tion was grown cold, they repeated it, as above, three feveral times, and 


when an aflault was made, they fet thefc hoops on fire, took them up 
with tongs, and threw them into the thickcft of the enemies battalions $ 
when two or three foldiers being hook’d together in thefe burning hoops, 
they had no way to efcape being burnt alive, but by plunging immediately 
into the water, and flaying there till the fire was extinguifh’d. The knights 
who defended the fort, had the utmoft need of all thefe different fuc- 
cours, to oppofe fuch formidable enemies as they had to deal with. 

From the feventeenth of June to the fourteenth of July, not a An- 
gle day pafs’d without fome engagement j as the fort was but indifferently 
flank’d, the infidels daily attempted to carry it by fealado j but were as 
often repuls’d with the lofs of their braveft foldiers. The bafha, afham’d 
at having thrown away fo much time before a place, whofe fortifications 
were fo weak, rcfolv’d to come before it on the fixteenth with all his for- 
ces, and give a general aflault. To facilitate the attack, he employ’d the 
fifteenth in battering the breach, when the artillery playing all day long 
without intermiflion, the wall was entirely demolifh’d, to the very rock 
on which it had been built. 

On the fixteenth of June, the day appointed for the aflault, the Tur- 
kifh gallics drew up by day-break over againft the caftle towards the fea, 
and batter'd it with all the artillery of their ihips j at the fame time that a 
land-battery, of thirty-fix large cannon, beat to pieces all the fortifications 
that were left (landing. The Turks, at the beat of drum, and found of 
their hautboys and other barbarous infiruments, enter'd the ditch, which 
they had almoft fill'd up ; and no fooner was a cannon fir’d, which was the 
fignal for the aflault, but they all ran on with great resolution. Four 
thoufand archers or arquebufiers being planted in the trenches, were of 
great fervice to them by the continual fire they made upon thofc who ap- 
pear’d on the breach. It was lin'd with feveral ranks of Chrifiian foldiers, 
in which, they, between every three foldiers, had plac’d a knight, in or- 
der to fuftain and encourage them. This was the only ftrength and de- 
fence of the caftle 5 thefe brave warriors, with their half-pikes in their 
hand, form'd a kind of new wall, that was proof againft all the efforts of 
the enemy, who foon began the attack, which was the warmeft that had 
been made ever fince the beginning of the fiege : For it often happen'd, 
that the Chriftians and Turks, after having (pent their fire, and broke 
their fwords and pikes, grappl'd together, when the dagger determin’d the 
fate of the combatants, according to their vigour or aftivity. The great 
and fmall (hot play’d on both fides without intermiflion, and each party 
annoy'd his adversary with fire- works : 'Twas on this occafion that the 
burning hoops above-mention'd were of great fervice to the Chriftians $ 
they threw them into the midft of their enemies, when moft of thofe who 
were caught in them were burnt alive. The cries of thefe wretches, thofe 
of the combatants, the groans of the wounded and expiring, the noife and 
thunder of the cannon and muskets ; all this fpread a kind of terror on 
both fides, which neverthelefs could not make the Turks retire, nor 
would the knights abandon an inch of ground. 

The diftance between fort St, Elmo and the caftle of St. Angelo 
and the town, was no more than the breadth of the harbour, fo that 
they might plainly fee from thence all that pals'd in this terrible and 
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bloody engagement. The knights, and the people, who were fpe&ators of J 0 H m 
it, were very uneafy and in pain about the fuccefs of it, and appear'd as v ali VU. 
palQonatcly concern'd, as if they themfelvcs had flood the aflault ; fo iyYV 
that one might fee alternately by their cties and in their change of coun- 
tenance, a lively image of the advantages or lodes of either party. The 
grand maftcr, whofe courage and capacity would not fuffer him in par- 
ticular to be an idle fpe&ator of the combat, fir’d continually upon fhe 
befiegers from the batteries of the cattle of St. Angelo, the town, and 
the ifle de la Sangle. 

Whilst the ittand was in a manner all over in a flame, thirty 
Turkifh rais, or galley-officers, obferving that all the forces of the be- 
fieged were drawn to the quarter where the aflault was made, endeavour'd 
to make themfeves matters of a bulwark that was not fo well guarded : 
accordingly, they clapp'd ladders to the wall, and got up to the point of 
the baftioa without oppofition 5 which the grand matter perceiving, im- 
mediately levell’d two cannon on that fide, and kill’d twenty of them 
with the firft difchargc ; which frighting the ten remaining, they fled away 
as faft as pofiible to their trenches. 

The Turks had no better fuccefs at the great cavalier, which co- 
ver’d the front of the fort i they had batter’d it for a long time together 
with all their artillery, without being able even fo much as to move that 
unwieldy mountain of earth, which fupported itfelf by its own weight. 

They afterwards attempted to fcale it, and with great bravery mounted 
up their ladders fword in hand ; but the chevalier John Anthony Giugno, 
an Italian, who commanded in that pott, being well feconded by feveral 
other knights, and particularly by a ferving brother of the town of Mar- 
fettles, call'd Chanault, they threw the flaming hoops abovemention’d, 
with So much dexterity, that the Turks, terrified at thefc machines, 
abandon'd the attack. Not even the mott intrepid janizary, who ad- 
vanced boldly fabre in hand to attack the bravett knight, but abandon'd 
his pott at the fight of thefe burning hoops, and fled away with pre- 
cipitation $ nor could all the prayers* the threats or blows of his officers 
prevail npon him to flop his flight. At length, the knights; after having 
futtain’d an aflault foe fix hours together, notwithftaading their being 
cover’d over with wounds, burnt with the fcorching rays of the fun, and 
quite fpent with the length of the engagement, had the fatisfa&ion of 
feeing the Turks retire firft, and give over the attack; for the bafha, after 
having loft upwards of 2000 men, was at length forced to command a 
retreat to be founded. The Chriftians of the fore, on this occafion; fet up 
a general fhout, which was ecchoed back from the town, and anfwer'd 
by the people with loud acclamations. This good fuccefs, greater than any 
one had even dar' d to hope for, confidering the weaknefs of the place, was 
entirely owing to the generous dcfpair of the greateft part of the knights, 
who had devoted themfelves, as it were, to death ; and who, during the 
whole engagement, were left follicitous to gain the v&ory, than to fa- 
crificc their enemies, tho’at the expence of their own lives. 

T h e -order loft, in this aflault, feventeen knights, whowere all kill'd 
upon the breach : among whom, were particularly regretted the chevaliet 
dc Medran, who bad juft wrefted a ftandard out of the hands of a 
Turkifh officer that fell by his hand, when he himfelf was kill’d by a 
musket-foot. The grand matter, to do honour to his memory, order'd 
him to be buried among the great crofics : a dignity that was juftly due 
to his great valour, and \yhich he would certainly have obtain'd, had he: 
not fell on this occafion. They likewife loft the chevaliers de Vagnon 
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John and la Mottc, the latter dying of his wounds two days after the attack ; 
v alette. an< * commander de Morgut, who, as he was going from the fort to 
the town, in order to have his wounds drefs’d, had his head (hot off by a’ 
cannon-ball. Befides the knights, they reckon'd upwards of 300 foldiers, 
who were either kill’d or difabled. The grand matter drew off 1 50 others 
to fill up their places, the Imallnefs of the fort not allowing him to fend 
a greater number ; this detachment was compofed only of fuch officers 
and foldiers as offer’d themfclves for the fervice, he not caring to inter- 
pole his authority to order any body in particular to fuch a dangerous and 
bloody pott. 

The bafha, judging that thefe recruits, which were filing off con- 
tinually from the town to the fort, might make the fiege continue as long 
as there fhould be any knights in the other parts of the ifiand, refolv’d 
to endeavour to cut off the communication between them. For this end 
he held a kind of council of war in the trenches, with Dragut, a fangiac, 
and his principal engineer. 

Dragut, cither from his natural intrepidity, or becaufe he, as hap- 
pens to old foldiers, defpis'd dangers by being inur’d to them, going 
openly out of the trenches, to view the fituation of the ground, was 
ftruck in the head near the right ear with the Ihiverfrom a ftone, which 
a cannon-ball from the cattle of St. Angelo had fhatter’d to pieces, and 
which kill’d the fangiac upon the fpot. Dragut was not much better j 
he loft his fpeech, and fell down in a Iwoon, the blood ftreaming forth at 
his mouth, his nofe, and his ears. The balha, in order not to difeou- 
rage the foldiers, commanded them to throw fomething over him, and 
carry him to his tent 3 when advancing with great fedatenefs and intre- 
pidity to the place, where he made his obfervations, he confulted with 
the engineer how they might beft prevent the fending of any fuccours to 
the fort. The refult of their confultation was, to erett a battery upon 
Mont Calcara, and, if poffiblc, to carry on their lines' from the cattle to 
the fca. 1 

This pott, as we have already obfcrv’d, had been referv’d for the 
viceroy of Algiers and his troops 5 but as he was not yet arriv’d, Muttapha. 
order’d a batallion of janizaries to pott themfelvcs there, who extended 
thcmlcivcs particularly along the Ihore from the gallows point, and fo on 
to the Renelia, to the point of San Salvador. Calcara hill was taken 
within thefe lines, and they raifed another battery upon it, the fire of 
which, together with the (hot of the janizaries, who were continually 
firing from their long pieces, kill’d all fuch as attempted to pafs. But 
they did not continue long in their port 3 for before they could make 
their lodgment, and finilh their intrenchments, the grand matter, who 
was aware of the confcquences of it, order’d the marfhal Copier to make 
a fatly at the head of a good number of knights and the braveft foldiers, 
who charg’d the infidels fo vigoroufly, that they cut part of them to 
pieces, and forced the reft to fly for their lives, and retire behind the 
intrenchments of their camp. 

The balha, however, did not defpond at this ill fucccfs 3 butre- 
folving, coft what it would, to prevent the garrifon of the fort from re- 
ceiving any fuccours from the town, he, by his engineer’s advice, ordcrkl 
a kind of cover’d way to be made behind the trenches which were below 
the countcrlcarp, and which were afterwards carried on to the fca- fide 
over againft Renelia. They lin’d them with a great number of arqUebu- 
fiers i and as the Turks work'd night and day in carrying them on, the fort 
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was at laft inveftcd on all fides, fo that no boat could comp near it, With- ; 
out being immediately either intercepted or funk. 

The grand mailer faw plainly that it would now be impoflible for the 
fort to hold out for any confiderable time, without fuch a ftrong reinforce- 
ment, as might be able to raife the liege. Upon which, he Cent immediate 
advice of it to the commander Salvago, his refident at the viceroy of Sicily s 
court, with orders to renew his inftanccs for difpatching away the fuccours. 
That knight did not fail to reprefent the extremity to which the fort was 
reduced, and to put him in mind of his repeated promifes to the grand 
mailer ; and in order not to omit any thing that might afFe& him, he 

Handing all which ,sm, But being continually follicited in the 

warmcfUenns by Gatmara prtor of Medina, and above foutfeore knights 
S we "come thither from different countt.es, who befought him to 
• Irn m cafe the whole fleet was not yet ready to fail, afewveflels 

onlv TO c«ri “hemtoMalta , the viceroy, havingno other way to get rid 
only to carry w , f tn :„hts. who befiegd him as it were in his 
of the importumy {hamc rathcr than thcir intrea ties, to confcnt 

palace, was fore board the two gallies which the chevalier de Cor- 

nufon t0 the e, gr!nd matter's nephew, had brought back (torn Saragofa. He 
nuffon, tne gra more , and put a regtraent of Spaniih foot on 

rcinforc d them comtnaIl d of this littlefquadrontoDonJohn.de 

^ cemrewithpfivate orders, in cafe he he^td of fort Sr. El- 
mo’s beine taken, to 'return immediately without landing his troops Car- 
“ r,li and advanc’d into the channel of Malta; when he, other un- 
dona fet fail, an winds> ot c lfe to avoid meeting the Tutkifh fqua- 

drons which lay along the coafls, inftead of putting into feme ro4d, fpent 
drons which lay B ^ motionSj which were generally needlefs, that 

one”wouldhave thought he was come from Sicily, rather to (hew the rein- 

forcement at a diftance, than to land it. 

, ronfidet’d the viceroy’s conduft, barely in it felf, 

1 n, WC l7naturallv have concluded that he cither aded with very little 
we fhould natu y ^ promi f CS} or elfe wanted courage to execute 

[he C m‘‘ y aiTd ’ indeed his affefted dilatorinett to fuccout Malta, occafiotfd 

hieing generally fufpeaed, and made him odmqstothe kmght,. But 
his being genera y r principal concern was the prefervauon and 

then they d.d pot tetter, mat P P ^ [q anfwcrj and that in cafe 

defence of S.c.ly, tot wnten . ftKafontofcar ihc Turks would come 

“d^bSkhtai to his government , and that he had orders from theking of 
Cnain m a» in fuch a manner in his endeavours to fuecour the grand 

2X, fo as^otraihly tohazardhis fleet and army, finceu was the only 

fecurity and guard of the kingdoms of Naples and Sialy, and even of the 
coafls of Spain. 

The Turks taking advantage of this excefs of caution, made another 
2 thdr whole army was either drawn up m their rrench- 
ftorm on the • , ls The baftia, in hopes of carrying the place, 

“fearing tff the Uv«of his men 
VOE.11. Kkk 
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J OHN knights pcrifh'd in thcfe continual engagements j and if the night, which 
v a * itt e. was coming on, had not put an endto them, it would have been impoffible 
VYV for them to have held out againft the prodigious number of enemies with 
which they were attack’d. The night, by affording them a little inter- 
million, fhew’d them at the fame time the greotnefs of their lofs : they 
fpent it in the midft of the gtoans of men who were juft expiring, and in 
drelling each other’s wounds. The bailiff of Negrepontj la Miranda, the 
chevalier de Mas, and the principal officers, diftinguifh'd themfelves 
by their charitable affiftance towards the poor foldicrs, worthily acquitting 
themfelves, like true knights hofpitallers, of the duties of their profeffion: 
and in order not to omit any thing that might contribute to their prefer- 
vation, or at leaft to fufpend their defitru&ion, they difpatch’d an excellent 
fwimmer crols the port, to acquaint the grand matter with the deplorable 
condition of the place, which he faid would inevitably be loft, together 
with all the Chriftians that were left in it, in cafe they did not find a way 
to fend them a ftrong reinforcement. 

The grand matter was not fb much furpriz’d with this difmal news, 
which he naturally expe&cd, as he was concern’d for the lofs the order 
was like to fuftain in the perfons of fuch gallant men ; for which reafon, 
he left no method untried, that might enable him to fend them fuccours : 
accordingly he order’d five large boats to be immediately fitted out, which 
were foon crouded with a great number of zealous and courageous 
knights. But notwithftanding all their efforts, they could notpofllbly 
get to the fort. * Muftapha had lined the fhore with his artillery, and a 
body of musketeers ; and the Turkifh admiral, in concert with him, ad- 
vanc’d with fourfeore gallies to the mouth of port Muzet : and to make 
all fure, he potted fifteen boats, light frigates and brigantines, in the front 
of his fleet, having a good number of. excellent arquebuiters on board, 
who made fuch a continual fire, that they forc’d the knights to retire. 

The befieg’d in the fort being now out of all hopes of fuccour, thought 
of nothing but ending their lives like good Chriftians and true religious : 
Por which purpofe, they were all night long preparing themfelves. for it, 
by receiving the facraments of the church j when this was over, and that 
nothing remain’d but the giving up their fouls to God, they embraced 
one another with tendernefs, and retired to their feveral polls, in order 
to die with their weapons in their hands, and expire in the bed of honour. 
Such as were not able to walk by reafon of their wounds, had themfelves 
carried in chairs to the fide of the breach, where, arm’d with fwords, 
which they held with both their hands, they waited with an heroick refo- 
lution, till fuch time as their enemies, towards whom they were not able 
to advance, Ihould come and attack them in their pofts. 

The next day, being the 23 d of June, the Turks at day-break came 
on to the affault with great fhouts, as if they were going to a vi&ory, 
which it would be impoffible to difpute with them : But the Chriftian 
foldiers defended themfelves with invincible bravery j one would have 
thought, that the certainty of an approaching death, which they were to 
fhare in common with the knights, had put them on the fame level with 
relpeft to courage and valour ; feme threw ftones and fire- works, others 
advanc’d to meet the enemy with as much intrepidity, as if they had beat 
them 3 and fuch as could not walk, fired on the enemy with their pieces i- 
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and when, by reafon of their continual difcharges, they had fpent all their John: 
powder, they fupply’d themfelves from the pouches of their comrades, v 


who had drop’d by ’their fide. In fine, the knights, after having fuftain’d l \^/'Y\JM 


an afTault for four hours together, had but fixty perfons left tp defend the 


breach; but thefe were fomething more than men, who by a noble con- 


tempt of death, ftill made their enemies tremble. The commander la 
Miranda, of the language of Caftile, an excellent officer, who had figna- 
liz’d himfelfin the fiege, feeing the place on the point of being forc’d by 


the Turks, recall’d fome Chriftian foldiers, who till then had maintain'd 


themfelves upon the cavalier which lay before the fort. The balha feeing 
the breach fortified with this fmall reinforcement, difeontinued the afTault 


in an inftant, as if he had again been difhearten’d by fuch an obftinate re* 
fiftance, and pretended to retire ; but it was only in order to make his 
janizaries fieze not only on the cavalier, which was abandon'd, but 
likewife on all the pofts that were higher than the breach, and which o- 
verlook’d the infide of the fort. The befieg’d employ’d this little fuf- 
penfion from fighting in drefling their wounds, not fo much for the 
fake of preferving the poor remains of life, as to enable themfelves to 
fight for fome moments longer with greater vigour. At eleven in the 
morning the Turks return’d to the afTault with new vigour, and the jani- 
zaries, who, from the top of the cavalier and the other polls, commanded 
the place with their muskets, pointed out all fuch perfons as they had a 
mind to kill. The greateft part of them perifh’d by the enemies fire ; 
the bailiff of Negrepont, the chevalier Paul Avogadre, la Miranda, to- 
gether with moil of the -knights and foldiers that were left, being over- 
whelm’d With numbers, died upon the breach ; and this terrible afTault 
was difeontinued only for want of combatants, it not ending but with 
the death of the lafl knight. The Turkifh fleet then enter'd the port of 
Marza Muzet in a kind of triumph, their cannon firing, their trumpets 
and other military inflrumenrs founding, and all the infidels (houring for 
joy. Some of Dragut’s officers running to his tent to acquaint him 
with the taking of the fort, found him juft giving up the ghoft ; but 
altho' he had loft his fpeech, he ftill exprefs’d his fatisfa&ion by figns ; 
when lifting up his eyes, as it were to give thanks to heaven, he ex- 
pired a moment afterwards : He was a captain of exquifite valour, and 
more humane than corfairs generally are. 


The bafha entering the fort, and judging from its fmallncfs, what 
difficulty he fhould meet with from the town, cried out, “ What will 
“ not the father coft us, when the fon, who is fo fmall, has coft us the bra- 
“ veil of our foldiers!” And indeed ’tis generally agreed, that the Turks 
loft at lead 8000 men in the- fiege of this fort, which weaken’d their army 
confiderably ; Muftapha, of a cruel and bloody nature, by way of revenge, 
and at the fame time to terrify the knights that were in the town, and the 
other fortrefies of the ifland, order’d fuch as were found lying among the 
dead, and had ftill any marks of life left, to be ripp’d open, and their 
hearts to be pluck'd out. To this unexampled piece of barbarity, the 
bafha, in order to infult the inftrument of our falvation, which the knights 
woreasthe badge of the order, had gafhes made over their bodies in the form 
of a crofs, when putting their fubrevefts upon them, they ty'd them to 
planks, and threw them into the fea, hoping, as indeed fell out, that 
the tide would carry them to the foot of the town, and the caftle of 
St. Angelo. 

This 
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Job* 

v a l itt e. This difmal and (hocking fpe&ade drew tears from the grand matter j 

\SV\j hisfirft fenfations were thofe of grief, but his next were thofe of anger and 
indignation : in confequcnce of which, and by way of reprifals, he, in 
order to teach the ba(ha to make war with lefs barbarity, order'd all the 
Turkilh prifoners to be immediately executed ; when ramming their heads 
into his cannon, had them (hot, all cover'd with blood as they were, in- 
ftead of ball, into the camp of the infidels. 
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An EXPLANATION of the References in the Plan 
of Malta, with a Chronological Account of the Pro- 
grefs of its Fortifications. 


The City la Valette. 

T HAT city was founded on the i8d>of 
March,. 1566.. by the Grand Mailer 
John Parifot de la Valette ) ■and by a 
decree of the., council was call’d by his 
name. In 1 640 they added to it four 
counter-guards 27. by the advice of. the 
Marquis de S. Ange, Engineer General 
to the Grand Duke of Tufcany. 

1 The Royal Gate. 

2 S. John’s Ballion, or the poll of Pro- 
vence. 

3 S. Michael’s Ballion, or the poll of Au- 
. vergne. 

4 S. Andrew’s Ballion, or the poll of Ar- 
ragon.i . .. 

5 Marfa-Muffiete’s Gate. 

6 Salvador’s Ballion. 

7 The poll of Germany.. 

8 Rampart of the French, 

9 The poll of Vendo me. 

10 The Jews Pollem. 

1 1 S. Gregory’s Ballion. 

1 2 S. Tofcana’s Courtain. 

1 3 The Conception’s Ballion. 

14 S. Scolallica’s Courtain. 

15 S. John’s Ballion. 

16 S. Ubaldefca’s Courtain, 

17 s. Lazarus’s Platform. 

1 8 The Infirmary’s Courtain. 

19 Baftion and Poll of Caftille,. 

zo S Courtain. 

21 The Harbour or Sea Gate. 

22 Courtain of 

23 The Italian Ballion and Gate. 

24 S. James’s Ballion, or Poft of France. 
25 Cavalier of S . . . . 

26 Cavalier of S 

27 Marquis S. Ange’s Counter-guard. 

28 Half-moon of the Royal Gate. 

29 Pollems in the ditches, 
jo Communication intended, 

3 1 Cover’d ways to be made up. 

The Floriann a. 

The fortifications of this indofure 
were begun in the year 1665, under the 
Magiltery of the Grand MafterLafcaris, 
and it took its name from Colonel Flo- 
riany, an Italian Engineer, who form’d 
the defign of it, but it remain’d very 
imperfedt till the year 1715. It was fi- 
nifli’d under the Magillery of D. |lai- 
mond de Perellos , according to the 


draught of the Chevalier de Tign6. 

32 S. Philip’s Ballion. 

33 S. James’s Ballion. 

34 S. Denis’s Ballion. 

3 s S. Luke’s Ballions unfinished. 

36 An intrenchment intended. 

37 S. Francis’s Half-moon. 

38 Our Lady’s Half-moon. 

39 Afalfe-bray. 

40 New works to prevent the enemy’s co- 

ming in privately on the fea-fide. • 

41 New communications. 

42 An intrenchment. 

43 Another intrenchment intended to cover 
. the gate; 

44 Horn-work. 

45 Crowned work. 

46 A work intended. . 

47 Communication-gate/ 

48 A defence on the fea-fide contriv’d in 

the rock. 

49 A work to Support the glacis. 

$o A covered way lately made. 

The Island of la Sancle or 
S. Michael’s. 

* * * I • 

. The firft works of this place Were be- 
gun about the Wear 1 541,' under the Ma- 
giltery of the Grand Mailer John d’Ome- 
des, continued in 1651 by the Grand 
Matter de la Sangle, and perfected as 
they, now are by order of the Grand 
Mailer D. Raimond de Perellos. 

5 1 Principal gate. 

S2S. Michael’s Ballion and Cavalier. 

The Castle S. Ange. 

When the Knights fettled theif abode 
in Malta, this was the chief fortrefs to 
defend the port. The Grand Mailer 
Philip de Villiers de 1 ’Ille Adam fix’d 
his dwelling in it, as did alfo his fuccef- 
fors, till they removed to the city Va- 
lette. He repaired it in Several places, 
and the Grand Prior deTouloufe, in the 
abfence of the Grand Mailer de Monte, 
added to it in 1533 the Ballion on the 
fide of the Englilh harbour. In 1541 
the Grand Mailer John d’Omedes rais’d 
a Cavalier, according to the draught of 1 
Faramolin, the Emperor’s Engineer, 
that they might fee what patted in the 
port of Martamufette, 

Kkk The 


V. 
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*The Grahd Maftet de la Valettc or- 
dtred, during the fiege, to taife the 
fcattery 55. at the foot of the Cattle, 
which prevented the ftorming of it in- 
tended by the Turks j who had prepa- 
red rafts and other conveniences on the 
.Marfa : And laltly under the maglftery 
Of D. Raimpnd de Perellos, they raifed 
three great batteries which hinder the 
eomiiig into the harbour, by the dired- 
ion of D. Carlos de Grunemberg* the 
King of Spain’s Engineer. 

fj The principal gate. 

5+ A Cavalier. 

55 A iow battefy cut out in the rbck. 

56 Another battery. 

The BurgJ* or Victorious City. 

This town was the firft fettlement of 
the Knights ; they took pofTeffion of it 
on the 28 th of Odober 15 jo. 

It was then very incannderabte, being 
only encompafled with a ditch of a fmafi 
depth, and very ill flank’d j and, as a 
guard againft the attempts of thepyrates ( 
under the Grand Mailer de Monte the 
two Baftions were added to it, which 
fotne time after the year 1541 were per- 
fected at the requeft of the Grand Pri- 
or of Caftille. But in the year 1715, 
upon the report that the Turks were 
fitting out a large fleet* they raifed new 
fortifications by order of the Grand 
Maitet Dom Raimand de Perclkw, which 
have been continued under the follow- 
ing magifteries of Marco Antonio Zon- 
do^ari apd Antonio Manoel de Villena, 
the prefent Grand Matter, who made it 
one of the ftrongeft places in Europe, 
according to the plans of the Chevalier 
de Tigne, the King’s Engineer, and by 
the direction of the Chevalier de Mon- 
dion. Engineer to the Order. 

57 The Burgh’s Gate. 

S. Laurence’s Baftion and Cavalier. 

59 Baftion and poft of Caftille. 

Fort S. Marguerite, or la 
Feorenzola. 

This fortification, which is fo called 
from a chapel of S. Marguerite that 
happened to be in the ditch, and father 
Feorenzola, an Auftin Friar, a man of 
merit and reputation, was begun about 
the year 1638, and they raifed the three 
Baftions 60, 61, and 62, with foe two 
adjoining Courtains. This work re- 
main’d unfinifhed, and, as it were, bu- 
ried under its ruins, till the year 1715, 
when it was fet on foot again, to which 
they added the communication 63. in 
order to fecure the harbour, and joyn 
to the ifland what had been made al- 
ready ; as alfo the communication 64, 
to joyn it likewife to the burgh, and 
cut on all means of approaching foefaar- 
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hour; and thus but little remains noW 
to be done. 

6o, 61, 62 Baftions begun in 1642, under 
the Grand Matter Lafcaris, which 
were not finifhed till the year 1715. 

6 j A communication to joyn that fort to 
the iile, and to fecure the harbour. 

64 Another communication with the burgh. 

l*he City CdTONBR. 

This vaft indofure was begun in 1 670* 
by order of the Grand Matter Nicolas 
Cotoner, with a view Kkewife to fecure 
the harbour, and to ferve for a place of 
refuge to the country people in the 
ifland, the fort S. Marguerite not anf- 
wering fully that purpofe. He fent for 
Count de Valperga, an Engineer in the 
ferviee of the Duke of Savoy, who 
made a plan of it) and his Eminency 
carried on this new fortification as long 
as he lived ; but it was afterwards neg- 
leded, and left very impeded, and of 
very little ufe till the year 1715, when 
the Grand Matter Raimond de Perellos 
ordered it fo be finifhed. It has been 
fince brought up to the ftate it is npW 
in, and tho’ it be not periled, having 
no out-works nor ditches, it is however 
the fineft retrenchment that can be fees. 

65 S. Raphael’s Baftion. 

66 Valperga’s Baftion, 

67 S. Paul’s Baftion. 

68 S. John’s Baftion. 

69 S. Nicolas’s Baftion. 

70 S. Clement’s Baftion. 

71 Our Lady of Grace’s Baftion. 

72 S. James’s Baftion. 

73 S. Lewis’s Baftion. 

74 Salvador’s Baftion, wherein there Is all 

retrenchment to cover the burgh. 

75 S. Laurence’s Baftion. 

The Fort of RicaRzoLy. 

It was begun about the fame time 
with the city Cotoner, according to 
the plan of Count Valpeiga ; and took 
its name from an Italian Knight, who 
fumifhed a confiderable fum towards 
foe railing of it. 

There had been however a long while 
before, on that point, the battery 79 
at the entrance into the harbour, which 
ftill continues to be there, and was call’d 
foe Point of Lorfo : they both defend 
and fecure the entrance into the har- 
bour. 

76 The Sea-Gate. 

77 The Land-Gate. 

78 New fortifications. 

79 A battery plac’d near foe edge of foe water. 

The Castle S. Ange. 

Before the city Valette was built, this 
was the only fort they had on that fide 
1 to 
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to defend and guard the entrance into 
Both harbours. When the Turkifh ar- 
irty had landed oh the 1 8th of May 1565, 
they befieged it, to open a paflage into 
the Marfa-muffiette, and there Ihelter 
their fleet. On the 24th of the fame 
month they raifed a battery againft if* 
and took it on the 23d of June follow- 
ing, notwithftanding the vigorous oppo- 
sition of the Knights who defended it. 
After the liege was raifed, they repair’d 
it, and added to it a large Cavalier ; and 
the Grand Mailer D. Raimond de Perel- 
los order’d it to be encompafied with a 
new inclofure* and joyn’d it with the 
city Vallette, which extends itfelf as far 
as the fea. 

80 The Foot-Gate. 

81 A large Cavalier. 

82 The Light-Houfe’s Tower. 

Fort Manor l. 

To put the city Vallette entirely out 
of danger, they Hill wanted to fecure the 
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ifland of the Lazaret, in the middle of 
the harbour Marfa - mufciette , from 

whence the enemy might batter the 
back of all the fortifications, ruin all 
the flanks, and by the means of Rafts 
attempt a ftorm, and find themfelves in 
the center of all, without having any 
thing to do with the head works. There 
had been always a defign to fortify that 
poll, but the glory of executing it was 
referv’d for the prefent Grand Mafter. 

The draught of it was made in the 
month of June 1723, by the Chevalict 
de Tigne in h^s third voyage to Malta ; 
the execution hath been purfued by the 
Chevalier de Mondion ; and it is now 
one of the beft pieces of fortification 
in this countrey, and confequently in all 
Europe. 

$3 S. Anthony’s Baftion. 

$4 S. John’s Baftion. 

85 La Mifida’s Baftion. 

86 N. S. de la Pieta’s Baftion. 


An EXPLANATION of the References to the Towers, Batteries, and 
Redopts already failed, or intended to be raifed, for the defence of 
the Iflands of Malta* of the Goze* and the Cumins. 


Calls of Marsa-Sikoco. 

1 » > T“*HE Tower of Marla-Siroco, built 

A ini6io.. 

2 A great circular Battery beldw the 

Tower. 

3 S. George’s Battery. 

4 A Redout below S. George’s Chapel. 

5 Kechakara’s Battery. 

6 Berfebougia Redout. 

7 Oitelboura, qr S. Raymond’s Battery. 

8 Callafranca’s Redout. 

9 Benenza, or S. Catharine’s Battery. 

10 S. James’s Battery. 

1 1 TheTifhety’s Redout. 

Calls, of S. Thomas* and 
Mar s a-Sc a la. 

is A great Tower built ih 1674. 

13 A great Battery. 

14 A Battery on the right of the Calle 

S. Thomas. 

1$ A Battery on the left 

16 A Redout in the Calle of Marfa-Scala. 

17 The little Tower of S. Julien, or pf 

theUniverfity j anew Battery at the 
foot of it. 

18 A Houfe, or Mandrague, turn’d into a 

Redout 

19 S. Magdalen’s Battery. 

ao and 2 1 Battery of the point of Marco. 

Calls of the Salinss and of S. Paul. 

22 A fmall Battery of the Salines, or Salt- 

pits. 

23 A Houfe, or Mandrague, turn’d into a 

Redout. 


24 The little Tower of Caura, or the- 

Univerfity, and the new Battery at 
the foot of it 

25 S. Paul’s Tower, built in 1669. 

26 A Battery at the end of the Calle. 

27 A Redout to defend the intrendimenti, 

and oppoffe a landing. 

28 A great Battery. 

Calls of Melec^a and Frioul. 

29 Battery bn the right, or the Madona’s. 

30 A Redout, or fmall fort at the end of 

the Calle, to fupport thfc intrench- 
ftlents. 

3 1 Battery on the left. 

32 S. Agathe’s red Tower, with thfe new 

Battery at the foot of it. 

33 Little Tower of the Harache, and the 

new Battery at the foot of it. 

34 G^eat Battery at the Frioul. 

3$ and 36 A Battery of fmall Guhs.. 

37* 38 and 39 A Redout in the middle of 
the CaUes. 

Islands of CuitiNtt and the Goze. 

40 A great Tower with a falfe-bray* 

41 S.. Marv’s Redout 

42 Mlgarrs Redout arid Battery;. 

43 Tower of Gacfa. ' . 

44 and 45 Ramella’s Battery. 

46 A Redout in the middle of the fand. 

47 Tower of Marfa-Fomo. 

48 Great Redout of Maria-Forno. 

49 S. Paul’s Battery. 

50 Marfa-Fomo’s Battery. 

5 1 Calle-Baida’s Battery. 

52 Calle-Bazar’s Redout. 
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BOOKS Printed for and Sold by George Strahan in Cornhill , Fletcher 
Gyles over-againft Gray' s-lnn in Holborn ; Meff. Woodman and Lyon 
in RuJfeLStreet , Covent-Garden ; 'Daniel Brown without Temple- 
Bar } Meff. Groenwegen and Vanderhoeck in the Strand ; Char lei 
Davis in T at er-nojter- row, and Thomas O/born near Grey's-lnii 
Walks. 

D E Vffa Si Rebus Geftis Sereniffimse Principis' Mafia Scotorbm Regina Franciai do- 
taria, qua fcriptis tradidere autores fexdecim. In duo Volumina diftributa, Sc ad 
optima fidei codices recenfita a Samuele Jebb. 2 Vol. Folio. 

The moll Notable Antiquity of Great-Britain, vulgarly called Stone-Henge, on Salijbuty 
Plain, Reftored, by Inigo Jones, Efqj Architedl General to the King. To which are 
added. The Chorea Gigantum ,/ or Stone- Henge Reftored to the Danes, by Dr. Charleton ; 
and Mr. Webb's Vindication of Stone- Henge Reftored, in Anfwer to Dr. Charleton*, s Re- 
flections ; with Obfervations upon the Orders and Rules of Architecture in ufe among the 
Antient Romans. Before the whole are prefix’d certain Memoirs relating to thi Life of 
Inigo Jones , with his Effigies, engrav’d by Hollor ; as alfo Dr. Charleton' % by P. Lontbart ; 
and four new Views of Stone-Henge in its prefent Situation; with above Twenty other 
Gopper-Plates, and a compleat Index to the entire Collection. . ' 

Memorials of Affairs of State in the Reigns of Queen Elizabeth apd King James I. 
Collected (chiefly) from the Original Papers of the Right Honourable Sir Ralph Win- 
wood , Kt. fometime one of the Principal Secretaries of State. Comprehending likewife 
the Negotiations of Sir Henry Neville, Sir Charles Cornwallis , Sir Dudley Carleton % 
Sir Thomas Edmonds , Mr. Trumbull , Mr. Cottington and others, at the Courts of Franco 
and Spain, and in Holland, Venice , &c. Wherein the principal TranfaCtions of thofe 
Times are faithfully related, and the Policies and Intrigues of-thofe Courts at large 
difcover’d. The whole digefted into an exaCt Series of Time. To which are added 
two Tables, one of the Letters, the other of the principal Matters. In Three Volumes 
Folio. By Edmund Sawyer of Lincoln' s-Inn, Efq; 

_ Itinerarium Septentrionale, or a Journey thro’ moft of the Counties of Scotland, and 
thole in the North of England ; in Two Parts. Part I. Containing an Account of all 
the MoAumeftts of Roman Antiquity, found and collected in that Journey, and exhibited 
in order to illuftrate the Roman Hiftory in thofe Parts of Britain , from the firft Invafion 
by Julius Cafar, till Julius Agricola's March into Caledonia , in the Reign of Vefpafian ; 
and thence more fully to their lalt abandoning the Bland, in the Reign of Theodoftus,)\m. 
With a particular Defcription of the Roman Walls in Cumberland, Northumberland, and 
Scotland ; their different Stations, Watch-Towers, Turrets, Exploratory Caftles, Height, 
Breadth, and all their other Dimenfions ; taken by an aCtual Geometrical Survey from 
5ea to Sea, with all the Letters and lAfcriptions found on them: As alfo a View of the 
feveral Places of Encampment made by the Romans, their CaftleS, Military Ways, Cs’r. 
Part D. An Account of the Dam/h Invaftons on Scotland, and of the Monuments ereCted 
there on the different Defeats of that People ; with other curious Remains of Antiquity; 
never before communicated to the Publick. The whole illuftrated with fixty-fix Copper 
Plates. By Alexander Gordon , A. M. 

The EngBJb Works of Sir Henry Spelman, Kt. publilhed in his Life-time : Together 
with his Pofthumous Works, relating to the Laws and Antiquities of England : And the 
Life of the Author. By the Right Reverend Father in God Edmund Lord Bifhop of 
London. To which are added, Two more Treatifes of Sir Henry Spelman, never before 
Printed; One of the Admiral JurifdiClion, and the Officers thereof, the Other of antient 
Deeds and Charters. With a compleat Index to the whole. The Second Edition. 
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THE 


H I ST OR Y 

OF THE 

Knights Hofpitallers 

OF 

St* JOHN of Jerusalem, 

Called afterwards 

The KNIGHTS of Rhodes, 

And at this Time 


The KNIGHTS of MALTA. 



B O O K XIH> 


T HOUGH die taking of FortSt. Elmo had cofi the Infidels Johh he 
one of theif generals, and the choiceft of their troops, yet, ne- r A 
verthelefs, great as their lofs was, that of the order, in the 
vigorous defence it made, was not lcfi confiderable in pro- 
portion. *Tis computed that one hundred and thirty knights, and a- 
bove one thoufand three hundred men loft their lives in this particular 
fiege y and the cruelties which the Turks had exercifed at the conclu- 
fion of it had thrown the reft into a kind of conftemation. The grand 
mafter was fenfibly afflicted at fb great a lofs, but very prudently dif- 
lembled his concern ; and, in order to encourage feme knights, whom 
he obferved to be feized with a kind of terrotir, he fiimmoned a general 
and extraordinary alfembly of all fuch knights as could be fpared from 
their pofts, and who could attend without prejudice to the fecurity of 
the place. When appearing among them with his ufiial conftpncy, and 
a magnanimity that was fuperiour to all events, he began his difcourle 
with a pahegyrick upon thofe knights who had been killed on this occa- 
fion, aflerting, That as they had generoufly facrificed their lives in de- 
fence of the faith, they had lived enough tor their glory and their ial- 
vation. He went on in recommending their leal and courage to the 
aflembly, as a' fit pattern for them to imitate'; and in ordcr to infpire 
VoLIL • A them 
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% THE HISTORY OF 

John » % them with recruited ardour, and animate them with greater confidence, 

*• a V a- h e repreiented to them, that the knights whom they had loft, had not been 
slyyryijfo much overcome by the valour, as overwhelmed by the multitudes "of 
infidels ; but that now the number of their mercileft enemies was confi- 
derably diminifhed; that their army wai wafting away contihually with 
the bloody flux, and other contagious diftempers with which it was in- 
feded ; that they began to he in Want of ammunition and ' provifions, . 
and that though =they had fent to the coafts of Africa, to Greece, and 
into the archipek^o*for frefhfupplies,yet they had no news of the return 
of their fhips ; neither did the fort which they had taken, give them any 
manner of advantage over the town and other fortreffes which were fi- 
tuated at a diftance from it ; that all the forces of the order were fhut 
up in thefe places; that fuccours might be thrown Into them without 
any difficulty; and, in fine, that he hoped either to give the Turks bat- 
tle, or to make them all lofe their lives before the baftions and other 
fortifications. 

This difcourfe which he pronounced with an heroick aflurance; the 
fire that fparkled in his eyes, and the fenle they had of his valour and 
capacity; all thefe circumftances raifed the {pints and confirmed the 
confidence of the aflembly, and not a knight of them but protefted fo- 
lemnly, That he would fight to the laft drop of his blood for the de- 
fence of the ifland, and the prefervation of the order. 

'Twas with a fenfible pleafure that the grand mafter perceived all 
his knights infpijred with the fame fentiments as himfelf^ and, in order 
to animate the coqimon foldiers with the fame bravery, he vifited every 
poft, when addrefling himfelf to them with a familiarity that was very 
engaging; “We are, fays he, (my brave comrades) the foldiers of the 
“ Lord Jesus as well as you, and if you fhoilld have the misfortune 
“ to lofe us and all your officers, I am thoroughly perfwaded that you will 
“ ftill fight on with the lame intrepidity and refolution, and that your 
“ own courage will in that cafe fiipply the defed of orders.” There- 
fore to reinforce and raife the confidence of his troops, he drew four 
companies out of the Notable city, which was in lefs danger from the 
Turks, and brought them into the town : He chofe at the fame time 
four of the principal commanders, whom he made captains of referve, 
to be ready to run on all occalions to fuch places as fhould be moft in 
danger. Each of thefe commanders had ten knights, fiibjed to his 
particular orders, who were to ferve in quality of aids de camp ; and 
he afterwards nominated three others, to ad as ferjeant-majors of the 
place. Although he had got a prodigious quantity of provifions, yet he 
took care of their being diftributed with economy, and ordered all the 
corn and wine that was in private hands to be brought into the publick 
magazines, paying the price thereof to the proprietors. 

After thefe regulations, fo truly worthy of a great general, his next 
ftep was to forbid the making of any prifoners for the future, giving 
expreft orders, that after having got out of them all the informations 
poflible relating to the bafha's defigns, they would put them all to 
the fword, and not give them the leaft quarter. The motive of this 
jrigour was, not only to fhew the Turks* that they durft revenge the 
cruelties which they had exercifed upon the knights of the fort, but 
likewife to put his own foldiers and the inhabitants, whatever extremes 
they might De reduced to, out of all hopes of capitulating, and to make 
them fenfible, that their own preferyation and that <?f the place were 
infeparable. The 
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THE KNIGHTS OF MALTA. * 

The balha* who knew nothing of this defperate refolution, and vain- John d* 
ly flattered himfelf that the grand mailer add the knights, ftartled at L A v A “ 
their late loft* might hearken to a capitulation with; plealure* lent anv^rs^. 
. officer with a white flag to the gate of the town. He had with him a 
chriftian flave, in quality of an interpreter, and had orders tb tty if 
the grand mailer was diipoied to enter into a negotiation', but he was 
refilled admittance into the town. The flave however, who had ferved 
thirty years on board the grand feignior's gallies, was admitted in, and 
brought to La Valette, whom he met in die great fquare, but, at the 
firil word he mentioned about Capitulating, the grand mailer, without 
hearing a fy liable more, ordered him immediately to be hanged. How- 
ever, he privately told the knight, who was appointed to ice this exe- 
cution performed, that he ihould only frighten him with it* and that 
when he had got from him all poifible informations relating to the ilafe 
of the Turkilh army, and the defign of the balha, he Ihould afterwards 
let him go. 

They found that this flave was a poor fellow, feventy years old* 
whom they had releafed from the gallies for the lake only of lending 
him upon lb dangerous a commtffion, and that, he was entirely igno- 
rant of the projeds of the Turkilh generaL They offer'd to keep him 
with them in the town, but as he was perfwaded that the infidels 
would loon be mailers of it, when he was afraid he Ihould be treated 
as a deferter, he chofe rather to return back to his flavery, than to have 
only a talle, as he thought, of a precarious liberty, which if he Ihould 
Jofe a fecond time, would be attended with the moll dreadful torments* 
for which realbns he defired leave to be gone. The knight, who had orders 
to let him out of town, led him through feveral lines of loldiers, who 
had been commanded to appear there under arms j and when he had 
conducted him to the counterfcarp, he Ihewed him the bulwarks and 
baitions of the place, when pointing particularly to the ditch which 
was very deep, “ See there, lays he to him, the only fpot we can afc 
“ ford the balha, and we referye it in order to bury him in it, with 
“ all his janizaries.” 

The balha law plainly, by the bold anfwer which had been giveri 
the flave, that there would be no reducing the ifland but by force of 
arms. He therefore ordered his troops to inveft, on the land fide , 
the callle of St. Angelo, the town, and the peninlula de la Sangle, 
which formerly went by the name of the town and callle of St. Michael* 
all fituated upon two necks of land that run out into the great port* and 
which are divided from one another only by a channel* that ferved for 
a port appropriated to the gallies of the order. The army of the infi- 
dels extended it felf from the hill or lock of Coradin, and from Bot- 
mole, a kind of fort contiguous to the town of St. Michael* as far as 
mount St. Margaret, and the Belvedera, where the balha had fix'd his 
own quarters. They then began to open the trenches, and in fitch places 
as they could not dig, by reafon of the hardneft of the. rock * the balha 
made them build walls of dry Hone. He refolved to batter it one and 
the lame time the town and the peninlula on which the callle of St. 
Michael, then called the Ifle de la Sangle, flood, for which purpofe the 
chriftian flaveswere employed, in drawing feventy pieces of heavy can* 
non, to the feveral places where he propofed to eretl his batteries, of 
which at laft he had no left than nine. 

While* 
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John ob . .Whilst the Turks were thus bufied in carrying on their works, 
Va- JJon John . de Cardona before-mentioned, who commanded the four 
gallies which were lent with luccours, appeared again near Malta, in 
order to endeavoiu to learn, purfuant to his inftru&ions, if fort St. El- 
mo ftill held out He had before made l'ome attempts to land his men, 
but the bad weather, or perhaps, the fear with which he was feized, 
had rendered them ineffectual ; but now he put colonel Robles, and 
the chevalier de Quiney alhore, with a fmall party for their guard. 
The colonel out of complaifance to the fentiments of his general, had 
conftantly maintained, in all the councils of war, that it would be im- 
poflible for them to take too much precaution about a landing, 
and was on that account highly in his confidence. They were 
no looner come alhore, but they were informed by fome poor in- 
habitants who had hid themielves in the holes of the neighbour- 
ing rocks, that the fort was loft. This was enough to make him 
re-imbark without more ado, but the chevalier de Quiney eameftly 
difiiiading -from it, and his own courage infpiring him with a reibluti- 
on of contributing to the relief of Malta, he refolved to conceal the 
truth from Don John, and to engage him to land immediately the 
troops that were on board his gallies. With this view, and for fear left 
his foldiers fhould at their return acquaint Don John with the lofs of 
the fort, he fent them to the notable city , which was of eafy accefi, 
under pretence of bringing guides and horfes from thence, in order to 
conduct the fiiccours to the town j by the fame exprefs, he informed 
the govemour, that he was going to land the troops in the road of Pie- 
tra Nigra ^ that he ihould detain the foldiers who fhould deli- 
ver him his letter, and fend him other guides to lead the luccours to 
the town, with conveniences to carry the baggage. After this he went on 
board again with Quiney, and both of them joined in telling the general 
an ufefol untruth, alluring him that the tort ftill held out, but that 
they had been informed there was no hopes of faving it without im- 
mediate luccours j for ' which realbn they had lent the foldiers to the 
city, in order to bring them carriages from thence. Cardona ftill unre- 
folved what to do, would fain have put off the landing a little longer, 
but the knights and about forty gentlemen that were on board his gal- 
ley, exclaimed fo much againft it, and the very foldiers difeovered lb 
much eagemefs and zeal to be fighting with the infidels, that Don John 
out of fear of their refentment and of his being expoled to the reproach 
of the world, by the complaints which they threatned to make againft 
him, was forced to put them alhore. Accordingly they landed in the 
creek of Pietra Nigra, and Cardona had no looner difeharged this part 
of his commiffion, but he failed with his four gallies for Sicily. 

The difficulty was how to get tills fmall fuccour into the town, the 
infidels having invefted and blocked it up on the land fide. The grand 
mafter having, advice of their landing from Mefquita, had lent them 
guides to conduct them through by-roads to the port or road Della Sea- 
la, with affurances that they would meet with boats ready to tranfport 
them fafe over to the town* They fet out immediately, and taking 
the advantage of a great fog, they got fafe to the port Della Scala, 
without being difeovered ; when getting on board, they croffed the 
great port and arrived at the town where they were welcomed by the 
knights and foldiers, with all the expreffions of joy, that were due to 

their 
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their zeal, and anfwerable to the want they flood in of fiich a re-in- J ohm » * 
forcement. ‘ ^ 

The ifle de la Sangle, with the caftle and town, which was the 
weakeft part of it, and that againft which the turks employed their 
greateft efforts, was the poll which colonel Robles and the generality 
of the knights and fecular gentlemen, eameftly follicited the grand 
mafter to give them } who, accordingly at their requells were fent thi- 
ther. They had planted leveral batteries at the hermitage, and on 
mount Sceberras, which played continually on the place, and another 
was railed upon mount Corradin, which lay fo high, that it commanded 
it like a cavalier, fo that they from thence, could eafily fee every thing 
that palled within. The bafha, in order to ftreighten it ftill more, 
made an intrenchment before the Corradin rock, of a height liifficient 
to cover thole who were polled there. The befieged were now flrnt 
up on all tides, except towards the port and the lea : The balha there- 
fore, in order to cut off this communication, which might be of lervice 
to them in introducing luccours, and to inveft the chriflians on all tides, 
propofed, in a council of war, the attacking of the great Spur, on the 
point of the Peninlula. For the execution of this project, they were 
under an ablblute neceffity of bringing a confiderable number of boats, 
well armed and provided with ibldiers, into the great port ; but they 
reprelented to him, that, betides the chain which went crols the mouth of 
the port, it would be impoltible for thole boats to make their way with- 
out their being expoled to the danger of being fluttered to pieces and 
liink by the artillery of the caftle of St. Angelo, which commanded 
and played upon all that part of the port : So that they would have 
given over the defign, had not the turkilh admiral found out a way 
to bring the boats into the great port without their palling under the 
caftle of St,/ Angelo. As he was mafter of port Mullet, which was 
divided from the great port only by the neck of land of mount Sceber- 
xas, on which the fort of St. Elmo flood, he undertook to make the 
chriftian Haves, and the crew of his gallies, draw a liifficient number of 
boats croft this neck of land, by the ftrength of their arms, and to 
lanch them in the great port ; alter which they might put a body of 
Ibldiers and arquebufiers on board them, in order to attack the Spur on 
the fide towards the mills, at the fame time that the land army ftiould 
attempt a ftorm on that fide where the caftle lay. 

The- council highly applauded this expedient, the which, as the 
knights had been no ways apprehenfive of it, might probably have oc- 
cafioned the loft of thole works, had it not been for a turkilh offi- 
cer, a Chriftian, and a Greek by birth, who having been prefent at 
the council, and being touched with a Hidden remorfe of conlcience, 
was relblved to get over to the illand, and to run the hazard of his life 
in giving the governour notice of it. This officer was called Lalcaris, 
of the illuftrious houfe of that name, which had given feveral empe- 
rors to the eaft. The turks at the taking of Patras , a town of 
the Morea , had made him a Have , at a time when he was 
fo very young, that he was hardly fenfible of the mifery of his 
condition. They brought him up in the turkilh religion, and out of 
feme regard to his high extraction, great care was taken of his educa- 
tion. He ferved in his early youth among the Spahi, and by his va- 
lour, had raifed himfelf to the firft polls in that body of cavalry. His 
thoughts had perhaps hitherto been employed only in the making of his 
VoLIL * B fortune* 
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Jo hi* d * fortune, but the fight of Malta, ready to fink under the power of 
* v A 'the infidels, revived in his memory the indelible character of a chrif- 
tian, which he had received at his baptifm. The heroick valour of 
which the knights daily gave Inch diftinguifhing proofs, railed his com- 
paflion j and he could not forbear reproaching himfelf for fighting on 
the fide of barbarians, who had put moll of the princes of his family 
to death, and had forced the reft, fince the taking of Conftantinople, 
to fly for refuge into foreign countries. Full of thefe different reflec- 
tions he goes down to the fea-fide, to a place that lay dire&ly oppofite 
to the Spur of St. Michael, where waving his turban t, he made figns 
for them to fend a boat to carry him over to the ifland. A knight 
named Savoguerre, who commanded at the point of the fort, feeing by 
the rich cloathes he had on, that he was a oonfiderable officer, gave 
immediate advice of it to the grand mafter, and defired leave to fend 
a skiff for him, which was readily granted. But before the foldier, 
whom he had difpatched to the town, could return, fome turks obfer- 
ving Lafearis making his fignals, and judging from thence that he in- 
tended to defert and go over to the chriftians, they ran to feize him. 
Though he fcarce knew how to Iwim, he yet, to prevent his being 
taken, threw himfelf into the fea $ and of two inevitable dangers, he 
preferred that in which he might poflibly be fuccoured. Savoguerre who 
had never taken his eyes off him, obferving from the other fide the dif- 
ficulty he had to crofs over, immediately font off three maltefe, who 
were excellent fwimmers, who came up to him when his ftrength was 
almoft exhaufted, and by their affiftance he got fafe to fhore. After 


they had made him throw up the water he had fwallowed, they oon- 
dufted him to the grand mafter, whom he acquainted with the bafha’s and 
admiral’s projects, and fliewed, at the lame time, the feveral places 
where they propofed to ered their batteries. The grand mafter, who 
was throughly fonfible of the great importance of thefe advices, ex* 
tolled the generous refolution he had taken to hazard his life for the 


fafety of the Chriftians, and therefore fettled a large penfion on him ; 
and Lafearis during the time the fiege lafted, made it manifeft, by his 
bravery and counfels, that he had no way degenerated from the virtue 
of his anceftors. 


The grand mafter was at firft ftruck with the admiral’s bold and 
difficult defign ; but afterwards recovering from his furprize, he fet him- 
felf about defeating the fiiccefs of it. For this end he fortified all 
thofe places towards the port, where the turks, by the help of their 
boats, might poflibly make a defeent. He likewife ordered the walls of 
the town of St. Michael to be railed higher, and lined the fhore with feve- 
ral pieces of cannon in order to clear the port of every enemy that 
fhould appear. As their chief bufinefs was to hinder the turks from 
advancing up to the walls of St. Michael, the grand mafter propofod 
that affair to the council ; but as their opinions were different, and that 
he was perfuaded that even men, though of the greateft capacity, do 
not yet fee into every thing, he did not difdain to conlult two maltefe 
pilots, whom he had ever found to be, not only men of great capaci- 
ty and experience in naval affairs, but who had likewife difeovered the 
greateft zeal and fidelity for the order. He told them the defign of 
the turkifh admiral, and asked them what they thought was to be done 
in order to defeat it, and hinder the imbarkation of the troops which 
they had drawn down to the fhore of mount Sceberras in the ifle de la 
Sangle. Both the pilots agreed in opinion, and told him that it would 
x be 
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be proper to make a ftaccado with piles drove into the lea, from the Joan 
Corradin rock to the fpur which was at the point of the ifle, and to fix £ t ^“ 

iron rings to the top of thefe piles, and draw a long chain acrofs to ftop 
up the fpaces between them : and whereas it would not be polfible to 
drive in the piles in fome places, by reafon of the depth of the water 
or the hardnefs of the rocky bottom, it would be neceffary for them in 
that cafe to ftop up the paflage with their longeft fail-yards and mafts 
nailed together, which with the chain would make it altogether impra- 
cticable. 

The grand mafter laying their propofal before the council, it was 
unanimoufly approved of, and accordingly they fet to work about it 
the night following. La Valette, who plainly perceived the great ufe 
of fuch a ftaccado, gave orders for the making of others, to hinder any 
landing on the fide of the pofts of England, Germany, and the great 
infirmary. He likewifo fecured the poft for the gallies with an iron 
chain, which was defended by feveral batteries on both fides. As the 
turkifh artillery did not allow them to carry on thefe works in the day- 
time, they could only work at them by night : but the grand mafter 
knowing of what importance they would be, employed lb many hands 
about them, that in nine nights time all thefe ilaccado's and defences 
were finilhed. 

The bafha was ftrangely Unprized to fee fo many works rife up as it 
were on a Hidden out of the lea, to oppofe the paflage of his boats and 
the delcent of his troops ; but as he was a man of true courage and 
great abilities, he would not give over his firft projeft, and fancyed 
he could find a way to carry off fome of the piles of the ftaccado, and 
by that means open a paflage for his little fleet through the feveral gaps. 

For this end fome turks with axes at their girdles fwam, by his orders, to 
the palifado, got upon the fail-yards, and worked hard to cut them a- 
funder. This could not be done without a noife, which loon difeover- 
ed their defign ; upon which they were immediately plied with 
cannon and musket-ball, but as the firing was made from an higher 
ground, and directed downwards, it did no execution. The admiral de 
Monte, who commanded in the ifland, feeing this had no effe&, re- 
lblved to attack them in their own way, and for that purpofe lent fome 
maltefe foldiers, who were excellent fwimmers, to them ; thefe ftrip- 
ping themfelves, and holding their fwords in their teeth, came up with 
the Turks, beat them off the ftaccado, killed and wounded a good 
number of them, and purfued the reft, who made off as faft as poffible, 
and got, with great difficulty, to the other fide of the port. They re- 
turned however the next day, and before they were perceived, had 
tied fome cables to the mafts and fail-yards, which had been laid for 
the fecurity of the pallifado, and endeavoured to move and carry off 
the piles by the force of the capftanes of their fhips which were placed 
on the fhore. But all the malteze were as it were fwimmers, fo that 
they no fooner difeover’d this new kind of attack, but feveral malteze 
threw themfelves into the water, and with their labres cut all the ca- 
bles, and baffled this fecond attempt of the bafha. 

After thefe little attacks, which were of no very great confequence 
on either fide, Muftapha on the fifth of July began to fire from all hi* 
batteries together. That which was placed upon mount St. Margaret 
battered the quarter called la Bormole, and the baition of Provence : 

“but the officers of the artillery feeing it did little mifehiefj turned it a- 

gainft 
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Iohnsi gainft the fort or caftle of St. Michael. The Turks had another upon 
ta Va- tjj e Corradin rock, which fired continually upon the ballion that lay 
*'*5 over againft them, and the cannon which they had planted upon fort 
** % * > * J St. Elmo and mount Sceberras played upon the caftle of St. Angelo. 

There were other batteries railed upon mount Salvator, that of Calca- 
ra, and on other eminencies adjacent, which battered the great town 
and the pofts of Gaftile, Germany and England. That of Arragon 
was in a manner demolifhed already. All thele batteries, and thofo of 
the chriftians which anfwered them, made fuch a dreadful and con- 
tinual fire, that the ifland feemed to be a volcano, and looked like an- 
other mount Etna. The turks, under cover of their artillery, ran 
their trenches up to the ditch fide, but being flopped by a fmall redoubt 
that covered it, they battered that work with fo much fury, that the 
knights finding themfelves unable to defend it any longer, blew it up, 
and retired within the ifland. 

The point of land on which the caftle and town of St. Michael 
flood, had no manner of communication with the great town and the 
caftle of St. Angelo, and could get no fiiccours from thence, but by 
means of a ferry-boat, which being heavy, and its motion very flow, 
expofed all fuch as crofted over to the fire of the infidels. The grand 
matter, by the advice of John Anthony Bofio, a young knight, and 
brother to the annalill of the order, caufed a bridge of his invention to 
be made of pipes and hogfheads well pitched, which he afterwards co- 
vered over with planks. They placed it out of the reach of the fire of 
the enemies muskets, and as they run very nimbly upon it, they were 
not hurt by the fire of the artillery. This bridge proved afterwards 
very ferviceable for the pafTage of thofe fiiccours which they were 
obliged to fend to fort St. Michael. 

The Turks knowing it to be the weakeft part in the whole ifland, 
plied it hard with cannon-fhot. Nor did their batteries make lefs exe- 
cution upon the great town : confiderable breaches were foon made in 
lbme places, but die bafha did not think fit to attempt a ftorm till after 
he had entirely ruined all the out-works ; befides, he was defirous of 
waiting for the arrival of Hafcen, viceroy of Algiers, who had fent 
him word that he would immediately advance with a good reinforce- 
ment, compofed of the flower of all his forces. 

The grand matter, furpriz’d at his having no news of the viceroy of 
Sicily’s armada, wrote in the ftrongeft terms on that fubjeft to the com- 
mander Salvago, who refided at his court, in order to haften the fuc- 
cours. He was an able minifter, and could not be reproached with 
either want of zeal and afliduity, or of remifTnefs in executing the fe- 
veral orders he received from the grand mailer. But he had to deal 
with a proud and haughty Spaniard, with whom he thought himfelf 
obliged to obferve certain meafures for fear left he fhould ruin the affair 
by being too eameft in his folicitations, and by that means afford him 
the pretext he wanted in order to excufe himfelf from fending the fuc- 
cours he had promifed. The grand mafter's letter, the lofs of fort St. 
Elmo, and the danger to which the ifle de la Sangle was expofed, put 
him out of all patience j fo that he went without farther ceremony to 
the viceroy, and complained in the grand matter's name, of his flow- 
nefs in difpatching the fiiccours ; telling him moreover, That the balha 
was laying dofe fiege to the great town and the caftle of St. Michael 
at the fame time, and that his troops were already advanced up to the 

walls. 
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walls. He added, in the utmoft tranfports of zeal and grief, that Malta John dr 
was on the point of being loft, but that all the nations of the Chriftian ^ e e" 
world would eternally reproach his memory, for having fuffered the 
flower of all the gentry in Chriftendom to be cut to pieces by his affec- 
ted delays ; and finding that the viceroy anfwered him only in general 
and ambiguous terms, he flung out of the palace, and coming up to 
the people who were affembled in the great fquare, he cried out, That 
Garfia was playing a double game, and that he, by his continual fhifts 
and evafions, was going to deliver up the grand mafter and his knights 
into the hands of the infidels. 

The complaints of the agent of Malta were indeed but too well 
founded ; but after all, the viceroy was not in reality fo much the au- 
thor as the minifter of thefe delays, he having received private orders 
not to be too forward ; and indeed under a prince who was as imperi- 
ous and fecret in all his a&ions as Philip II, and who facrificcd every 
thing to appearances he would have been equally ruined, had he either 
been too hafty in fending away the fiiccours, or had let the world fee 
that it was not in his power to fend them whenever he pleafed. How- 
ever, finding that Salvago’s complaints made a great impreffion upon 
the minds of the people, he faid, to fave his own reputation, that he 
could not rafhly expofe his mafter's fleet ; that he would ask the advice 
of fuch of his minifters and principal officers as were in Italy ; that he 
would afterwards call a great council of war, when all the neceffary 
meafiires for fending immediately a ftrong body of troops to the relief 
of Malta fhould be adjufted. But this was far from being his real in- 
tention, much lefs that of the king his mafter, whole flow and uncer- 
tain policy put him always upon waiting for the benefit of time, which 
he often loft. Philip and his minifter contenting themfelves with a 
vain oftentation of his forces, imagined that the bravery of the knights 
alone would be fufficient to baffle the enterprize of the turks, and 
that at moft they had no more to do than to have the fiiccours in a 
readineft to be fent off, in cafe they found that they were too clofely 
attacked, and that there fhould be a real neceflity for them. 

Such were the private views of the council of Spain. John. Andrew 
Doria, who was not let into the fecret, and was at this time with his 
gal lies in the port of Medina, offered the viceroy to tranfport two 
thoufand men to Malta, till fiich rime as all the forces of the king of 
Spain could be got together. He fhewed him the way he would take 
to carry them, and laid, that before the turks could have weighed up 
their anchors, or have cut their cables, he, by the ftrength of oars, 
fhould be got into the great port as far as the caftle of St. Angelo, and 
that provided he could but land his troops and his crew, which would 
ferve for foldiers and pioneers, he did not value if he afterwards loft 
the hulks of his gallies. 

The viceroy at firft applauded the generofity of the propofal, and 
came fo far into the projed, that he made Doria fwear to put it imme- 
diately in execution : but whether it were from a fecret jealoufy, for 
fear left all the honour of the enterprize fhould accrue to him, or elfe 
that he was not willing to engage in it, till fuch time as he had re- 
ceived frefh orders from Madrid; he fent Doria with his gallies to 
Genoa and the coaft of T ufoany, on pretence of fetching from thence 
fome neceffaries for this particular expedition, and by this fetch he 
eluded the opportunity of dividing his forces. However, as Salvago 
- Vol.II. * G and 
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JOHND* and a great number of knights who were daily arriving from all parts 

** a V .A<of chrifrcndom at Medina) in their paflage to Malta, were continually 
Soliciting for the Succours, he order’d two gallies to be fitted out, the 
command of which he gave to Pompeio Colonna, with a good number 
of knights on board. But whether it were that the commodore had 
private orders to run no hazard, pr that he had not the lame zeal to 
Succour the grand mailer as Doria had, he advanced only at a certain 
dillance from the great port, when finding the entrance of it Shut up 
and guarded by the turkiih fleet, he tacked about and came into the 
ports of Sicily, and at his return reported to the viceroy, that he muft 
absolutely have all his forces united in one body, otherwise it would 
be impoiuble for them ever to open a paflage, or force the infidels to 
raife the Siege. 

Hass an, viceroy of Algiers, arrived at the camp about this time 
with two thouSand five hundred men, all of them old and relblute Sol- 
diers, and commonly called the bravo’s of Algiers. When he Saw fort 
St. Elmo, and considered its finallnefs, he could not forbear crying out. 
That had his Soldiers been at the Siege, it would not have held out So 
long. This young turk was ion to BarbarofTa, and Son-in-law to 
Dragut : proud of thofe celebrated names, and in hopes of making his 
own as illuftrious, he defired the bafha to entruft him with the attack 
of fort St. Michael, boafling that he would carry it fworcl in hand. 
Muflapha, who was an old general, and who would not have been 
lorry that this bold youth Should learn at his own expence, how 
dangerous it was to come within reach of the Sword of the knights, an- 
swered him in a very obliging manner, That as he did not doubt of hia 
Sjiccefi, he freely consented that the Sultan Should bellow upon him all 
tfie honour that So brave an a&ion merited ; and, in order to enable 
him to cany his point, and attack the ifle both by Sea and land, he 
gave him Sue thopland men, alluring him at the Same time, that be 
would SuS^ain him on the land fide at the head of all fils troops. 

Has san, with his Algerines, refolved to attack the peninfiria both 
by fea and land; towards the continent, in that part where it joined to 
the main land, and towards the port on the other fide. He' left this 
laft attack to Candeliffa his lieutenant ; he was a Greek renegado, and 
an old corfair, of a cruel and bloody diSpofition, but an excellent Sea- 
man, having Spent his whole life under Barbarofla, and commanded at 
this time the Algerines, who follow’d Haflan to the fiege, he having 
divided them between himfelf and his lieutenant on this oceafion. To 
prepare for this double attack, the turks for feveral days together kept 
a continual fire with their artillery from Several batteries. They; had 
raiSed one of three cannons upon mount St. Elmo, which played upon, 
the Spur or point of the ifland. There was another of thirteen cannons 
and a double culverin planted upon the Coradin rock, which fired con- 
tinually on the courtiaof the CaSlle St. Michael, The front of the 
caSlle was battered by three cannons from a place called , the Hermitage. 
They had railed on mount St. Margaret another battery of fix cannons, 
which played upon the fortifications of the caSlle of St Michael, and 
made great havock among the houles within. One would have thought 
hitherto that the turks were minded only to make war at a diilance, 
and to carry it on with their artillery, but on the fifteenth of July, at. 
day-break, the Scene changed, and. they came to a, long and bloody 
engagement, in which the braveft .of both parties loft their lives. 

Whilst 
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Whilst the turks, through the ruins which their artillery had John 
made, were endeavouring to force their way into the ifiand, their flavep 1 
had drawn by ftrength of arms, a prodigious number of boats from 
port Muflet, crofs mount Sceberras, and had lanched them in the great 
port, and Gandelifia had put part of the algerine foldiers on board 
them, together with upwards of xooo men, whom the baiha had gi- 
ven him for this enterprise. This little fleet,ifweconfider the fize of their 
veflels, being well-armed, and numerous enough to cover the great 
port in a manner, fet out from the coaft of mount Sceberras with drums 
beating, haut-boys and other barbarous inftruments playing as they 
moved along. It was preceeded by a bark foil of mahometan prieftt 
and demies, fome of whom were imploring the a Alliance of heaven 
with hymns and prayers, whilft others were reading, out of books 
which they held m their hands, imprecations againft the chrifti- 
ans. This ceremony loon gave way to arms of a more formidable na- 
ture, when the turks advanced boldly to the Staccado. CandelilTa 
imagined he Ihould be able to make his way through fome part of it 
and break it; or, in cafe of dilappointment, his defign was to make 
his foldiers climb over the ftaccado, and by the help of a great num- 
ber of planks, one end of which was to be laid upon the top of the 
piles, and the other upon the Ihore, he thought to make a kind of a 
bridge to land his men. But he was miilaken in his conjectures, the 
ihore being farther off than he imagined, and the planks proving too 
fhort ; and when he attempted to break the chain, or cut the foil-yards, 
which fattened the piles that formed the ftaccado, the turks were in 
a moment overwhelmed by the fire from the muskets : And the artil- 
lery of the cattle of St. Angelo, with all the batteries of the ifle which 
looked towards the port, firing upon them at the feme time, foi»k a 
good number of their boats, and forced the reft to make off 

Their general however rallied them together, and obferving that 
the ftaccado did not fo entirely cover the point of the ifle,butthat it left 
a place where he might attempt to make a defcent,he accordingly made 
towards it, *Twas a kind of cape or promontory, on which they had 
made a ftrong intrenchment, that was lined by a good number of ar- 
quebufiers, and waftied to the bottom by the water of the port. This 
point of land was defended by a battery of fix cannons, ( playing level 
with the water of the port) which the grand matter had planted juft 
below two wind-mills that flood upon the eminence. The commander 
de Guimeran, an old knight, of whom mention has been often made, 
and ever with honour, commanded at this poll : He fuffered the boats 
of the enemy to advance near the Ihore, but as foon as he few them 
within reach, he gave them foch a fire, with his great and fmall foot, 
that feveral of their boats were funk, and we are told that near 400 
turks were killed by this volley. 

Gandelissa, who had been brought up, as it were, in the midft 
of fire, and inured to afl the dangers of war, made to the ihore, whilft 
the chriftian cannoneers were charging their artillery again, and 
landed at the head of his Algerines. But he here met with new pe- 
rils ; for Guimeran, when he fired his cannons, had referved two loaden 
with cartridge fhot, which he now poured in upon the turks. Great 
numbers of them dropped, but their intrepid general, feeing pat of 
his foldiers give way, and feveral of them making back to their boats, 
did all that lay in his power, by malting ufe of intreaties and, mena- 
ces : 
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Johh Dices: But above all, endeavouring by his own example and refolution, 
i, a V a- to 0 blige them to ftand their ground on the Ihore, and in order to cut 
off all hopes of retreating, commanded the boats to make off : This 
was telling his foldiers that they muft either vanquifo or die, and in- 
deed ’twas manifefted on this occafion, that defpair often pufoes us on 
to a&ions that are liiperiour to courage, or the ordinary ftren^th of na- 
ture : The Algerines, who were in the front of the attack, with a fabre 
in one hand, and a ladder in the other, endeavoured to get upon* the 
intrenchment. They all ftrove who fhould firft leize upon fb dange- 
rous a poll, and unanimoufly preffed forward with a generous contempt 
of death. There was a dreadful flaughter made in the engagement, 
which was a very long one : the blood ran down in ftreams to the foot of 
the intrenchment ; but the Barbarians attacked it with fo much fury and 
refolution, that they, at laft, after an engagement of about five hours, 
gained the top of the intrenchment, and planted {even enfigns upon it. 

At the fight of thefe ftandards, the knights, though reduced to a 
finall number, being afhamed of their retreat, faced about upon the 
enemy with a noble indignation. Admiral Monti put himfelf at their 
head, and after a frelh volley of finall foot on both fides, they doled 
and engaged one another with their half pikes, (words, and daggers : 
Fortune however foemed in fufpence on the fide of the knights, of whom 
fo great a number had been flain, and thofo who furvived were fo wea- 
ried and (pent, that they had juft realbn to fear the worft ; when the 
grand mafter, whofe vigilance extended to every foene of aftion, ha- 
ving notice of the extremity to which thole who defended the {pur of 
St. Michael were reduced, fent the commander de Giou, general of the 
gallies, and the chevaliers de Quincy, and Ruiz de Medina, with a 
party to their afliftance. This fuccour was preceeded by another of a 
very lingular kind : A company of boys near zoo in number, armed 
with flings, which they ufed with great dexterity, crying, put fuccour 
and vi&ory, poured in foowers of ftones upon the enertiy. « The com- 
mander de Giou advancing immediately, at the head of his men, with 
his pike in his hand, charged the infidels, tore down their ftandards, 
drove them before him, and forced them to quit the rampart where they 
were going to make a lodgement. The knights purmed them clofej 
with their drawn fwords, and forced the greateft part of them to throw 
themfelves headlong down ; Candelifla, their commander was one of 
the firft that fled, and though he had ever hitherto difoovered the ut- t 
moft intrepidity and courage, it yet was damp’d before the engagement 
was ended. He had no fooner loft all hopes of vanquifoing, but his 
intrepidity fled away at the fame moment j and the fear of falling into 
the hands of the knights who gave no quarter, obliged him to call 
back his boats, and he himfolf was the firft thkt leaped in. His own 
foldiers afoamed of his precipitate flight, which difoonoured their bo- 
dy, Called him afterwards by no other name than that of the Greek 
traitour: They gave out that he was a renegado,in a double fenfo j and 
that he, after having renounced the chriftian religion and embraced that 
of Mahomet, had not been willing to compkat the advantage he had 
gained through the hopes of his meeting with a more favourable reception 
among the chriftians upon his return to them, which had been the rea- 
fon of his delivering them up to the fury of the knights. 

However the algerine bravos, notwithftanding their being deler- 
ted by their leader, ftill fought on as they retreated with great cou- 

2 rage ; 
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rage ; but ferjeaflt major Sada, the chevaliers Adorne a Genoefe, Paul John di; 
Fernet of the language of France, and a florentine gentleman named L A v A * 
Corbinelli, incenfed at their obftinate refinance, Tallied out ata cafe- 
mate with a party of foldiers; lurprifed and charged the infidels lo 
warmly, that after having killed great numbers of them, they forced 
the reft to fly for their lives, to the boats and fhallops which were re-, 
turned to take them in. 

T h e lea was not much more favourable to them than the land, they 
being obliged to make their way through the fire of all the batteries 
that had annoyed them fo much at their approach, and upon their land- 
ing, and which now liink leveral of them in their retreat. Even thole 
who had thrown themlelves on board, crouding in too great numbers, 
funk down to the bottom; luch as could not get boats, embraced 
the knees of the vi&orious foldiers, and begged for quarter, but they 
received no other anfwer than that they ftiould have St. Elme’s pay, 
and accordingly were, by way of reprifel, all cub to pieces. There 
were others, who, in order to avoid this kind of deadly flung them- 
lelves into the lea, though they could not fwifti, and were either 
drowned, or killed with the fire from the muskets. The water of the 
port was in a little time covered with dead bodies, with heads, arms 
and mangled limbs : Scarce had there ever been leen a more hideous 
and dreadful fpe&acle, and of four thoufend men whom the general 
had put on board for this enterprise, there hardly efcaped five hundred, 
and moft of thele were grievoirfly wounded. 

The order, not to reckon the private foldiers, loft near an hundred 
perfons of diftin&ion, who were either knights or fecular gentlemen, 
and whom a zeal for the chriftian religion had brought to Malta. 

Among thele they particularly regretted the lols of brother Frederic de 
Toledo, Ion to the viceroy of Sicily, a yoting knight, whom the grand 
mailer, out of regard to his father who was vaftly fond of him, had 
always kept near his perfon ; but the young gentleman hearing the 
dillrels that the knights who defended the fpur of St. Michael were in, 

Hole away from him, and ran to that part which was fiioll in danger, 
where he was killed by a cannon-ball. His death proved fetal to the 
chevalier de Savoguerre, who being clofe by him, , was killed by a 
fplinter of his cuirals. At the feme time another ball killed the chevalier 
Simon de Soufa, a Portuguefe, and lhot off the arm of the chevalier 
Gafpard de Pontevez of the language of Provence. The chevaliers 
Simiane de Gordes ferjeant-major, Mello a Portuguefe, Roderic de 
Cardinez, and Brunefey de Quiney, who had brought the firft luccours 
into the iiland, though wounded, would not yet quit their poll. The 
grand mailer could not prevail upon them to. retire into the infirmary, 
but they, getting themlelves dreffed on the fpot, Hayed on the place 
where they had received their wounds. 

Nor was lefs blood filed on both lides at the viceroy of Al- 
giers attack. This commander, after having ordered the fignal for the 
affault to be given by a cannon-ball, advanced boldly at the head of 
his troops to the feveral breaches which the artillery had made on the 
fide of the Bormole and the caftle of St. Michael. The Algerine 
troops which he had kept with him, were in the front of the attack, 
and came forward with fo much heat and refolution/ that they foon 
planted their enfigns along the parapets. Colonel Robles, a perfon of 
celebrated valour, and yet more lb for his experience in war, com- 
Vol. II. * D manded 
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John db msnded at that poft : he, in order to flop the firft impetuofity of the 
tA Va ‘ infidels, faluted them with the fire of all his artillery which they had 
purpofely charged with cartridges 9 and the Ihot flying through tlie 
thick eft of their battalions, made at firft an horrible naaffacre, and 
whilft they were putting frefh charges into the cailnon, and the mortar 
pieces, a good number of caftilian and portuguefo knights, who were 
pofted along the flank of the Bormole, difcharged foch a terrible fire 
from their firtall arms, that the Algerines, in fpight of all their bravery 
and refblution, were not able to withftand the fory of it, fo that their 
commander drew them off, and marching along the fide of the parapet, 
led them to another breach, where, as fome d darters had informed 
him, he fhonld meet with left refiftanOe. 

The chevaliers Carlo^Rufo, and la Ricca, both captains of gallies, 
commanded at that poft; who, in order to fecure their foldiers from 
fome batteries which the Turks had railed upon the adjoining hiUs, had 
hollowed and ftmk the earth on the infide of the wall. . But the coUr- 
tine, by this digging aWay the ground, was made Ip high, that they 
were obliged, in order to defend the breach and Hand an affaidt, to 
throw up immediately a kind of bridge or gallery 9 and by reafon of 
the little time that wds allowed for that purpofe, the , Work was fo ill 
performed, and withal fo narrow, that foveral knights and a great num- 
ber of foldiers were there deftroyed by the fireworks which the Turks 
Were continually throwing at them. The chevaliers Rufo and la Ricca 
expofing themfelves in all places, were dangeroufly wotaded and quite 
difabled. They were lucceeded by admiral Monti, who commanded 
in chief. This officer immediately font for a reinforcement of a party of 
thofo knights who had fignalized themfolves iri the defence of the fpur, 
and had juft before repulfed the infidels with fo much vigour. A 00 rf-' 
fiderable number of thefo, and among the reft Quineyy and? the fo^einu 
major Simione de Gordes, notwithftanding their being wounded, would 
needs fhare ift thefo new dangers : they ran to the breach at the head 
of a company of brave inhabitants; and as if the firft advantage which 
they had gained had been a certain earneft of viftory, their prefonce 
foon changed the face of the combat, The few knights and foldiers 
who were left at this poft, at the fight of this reinforcement, were in- 
lpired with frefh 1 courage, and they aU fought with fomuch intrepidity 
and refblution, that the viceroy, unable to withftand them any longer, 
was? forced to Order a retreat to be founded, having fecn moft oFhid 
algerine bravoes drop by his fide. 

The bafha, defpairing to vanquifh the knights any other way than 
by exhaufting and- wearing them out, refolved not to give them a mo- 
ment’s reft 9 drfd therefore after having engaged them for five hours 
together fucceflively, he renewed the affault, and, inftead of the Al- 
gerines, font on the janizaries whom the grand foignior had given trim 
for this expedition. Thefo foldiers, the main ftrength of the ottoman 
empire, advanced up to it with a bravery that is proof to every kind 
of danger. 'Twas againft this formidable body that efie chriflians, 
parched with heat and thirft, and quite fpent with fetigue, were 
forced to take up arms. However, they, a£ if they had been infenfible 
to the cravings both of hunger and thirft,' and to the raging heat of the 
dog-days, and had been invulnerable, gave the enemy a frefh volley 
with their finall arms, came np with them, and attacked them frfrofd in 
hand. They noW clofo together, each man foizifig his oppofite adver- 
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fary, lb that in the midft of a general engagement, there were frequent- Jo hr d k 
ly as many private duels as there were combatants. The janizaries dif- * A V: A “ 
covered as much intrepidity as the knights, nor were lels backward in 
braving dangers. The peril and fury of the troops were equal on both 
Tides, when a turk perceiving the llaughter the chevalier de Quincy 
made of his comrades, and not valuing what became of himfelf provi- 
ded he could but kill him, advanced up towards him, and firing his 
. piece, foot him through the head, but he himfelf fell the fame moment 
by the fword of another knight. However, the death of this janizary 
was but a poor fatisfa&ion for the lols the order liiftained by that of lo 
brave a knight. The chevalier de Simiane forvived him but a few mo- 
ments ; he had put himlelf at the head of a party of the inhabitants, 
compofed of men, women, and children j and whilft the latter were 
throwing ftones, fire-works and boling oil upon the enemy, he charged 
them with lo much fury, that the turks, unable to Hand it, quitted 
the breach and took to their heels, in fpight of all the cries and menaces 
of the balha. Simiane, in order to prevent their officers from bringing 
them on to a frefh engagement, immediately fet pioneers to work, who 
in his prefence and by his direftions laid wool -lacks and gabions 
upon the breach, and dug cuts behind the firft barricado which they 
fortified with good intrenchments. But as he, regardlels of his own 
fafety, was employing himfelf in lo urgent a work, and which was lo 
necelTary for the fecurity of the place, his head was ftruck off by a can- 
non-ball. Thus died a knight, who was one of the irioft diftinguilhed 
of his language on account of his birth, and ftill more lo by his bravery 
and skill in the art of war. Upwards of forty more, and about two 
hundred loldiers loft their lives in this laft attack. As they fought 
with very little intermillion/ and that numbers of them were daily kil- 
led and wounded, they were obliged to fill up their plates with new 
officers. So that the commander Anthony du Fay, of the family of . 

St. Romain, was made lerjeant-major, and the poll of Carlo-rufo and 
la Ricca, who were both mortally wounded, was given to the cheva- 
liers John Antonio Grugno, and Julio Malvicino, who had both lbme 
skill in fortifications, and in the art of attacking and defending of for- 
treffes. 

The balha, whom neither the greatnels of dangers, nor the difficul- 
ties he met with could dilhearten, Ordered ‘a bridge to be framed afteT 
the model of that which he had made at the liege of St. Elmo, com- 
pofed of the fail -yards and mafts of lliips. The grand ! piafter, Who 
fbrefaw the confluences of it, and the advantage |t Wbiild 1 be of t6 the 
fu'rks in ftorming the placfe, attempted twice to fet if on fire in the 
night: but his foldiers were repulfed both jiffies, and "the enterprize 
appeared lb difficult, that they were convinced it would be impomble 
for them to focceed in it but in the day-tiifie. The danger was evi- 
dent from the great number of janizaries, all of.thehi Excellent 'muske- 
teers, who were pofted on the countericarp. The grand m after, ' as a 
proof that his neareft relations were not dearer to him than the other 
knights, ordered Henry de la Valette, his brother’s fob, do brake rite 
attempt. The young knight, who was foil of fire and fpirit, in com- 
pany with the chevalier de Tolaftron, his particular friehd, Allied out 
at the head of a good number of foldiers, in broad day-light. As the 
bridge was not yet well fixed, hd thought to break it down 1 by tyifijg 
ftrong ropes and cables to the 'polls and principal beams that 'IbppOited 
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John pt it, and afterwards to draw them by main force out of their place, and 

t. a V'i*f 0 make the whole work fall to pieces. The foldiers at firft .fet about 
it with refolution enough, but as they worked in a place which was ex- 
poled to the enemies fire, they were demolifhed in a moment by a 
llorm of finall Ihot, which killed abundance of them, and forced the 
reft to retire for fhelter under the fortifications of the caftle. Young 
Valette, and the chevalier de Polaftron, were too brave to follow the 
example of their foldiers, and not minding whether they followed them 
or not, endeavoured to fiipply what was defe&ive on their part, and * 
to fatten the ropes themfelves to the props of the bridge. But they 
.met with, the fame fate as their foldiers, for they were lcarce got down 
,to the foot of the bridge, when they were fhot by two musket -balls, 
that killed them on the fpot. As the bafha had offered a reward for 
every knight's head that fhould be brought him, fome janizaries ad- 
vanced immediately to cut off thole of la Valette and Polaftron. But 
the chriftian foldiers were in luch concern at having delated their offi- 
cers,- that they chofe rather to lofe their lives as they had done, than 
to return back into the town without at leaft bringing off their bodies 
along with them. This brought on an engagement between the two 
parties, and the dilpute who Ihould get poffeffion of the dead bodies, 
was the occafion that many loft their lives on both fides. But the chrif- 
tians, being either ftronger or more obftinate in the engagement, gain- 
ed their point at laft, and retired back into the place with this forrow- 
ful advantage. r 

The grand mailer bore the death of his nephew with great conllan- 
cy of mind, and added this virtue to the lhining qualities which he dif- 
covered during the whole courle of the liege ; and when fome old 
.knights were going to condole with him on his loft, “ All the knights, 

“ lays he to them, are alike dear to me : I confider them all as my 
. “ children, and I am as lenfibly concerned at Polaftron’s death, as that 

il of la Valette : after all, they have only got the Hart of us for fome 
u days : and in cafe the ficilian liiccours do not arrive, and that 
“ there is no polfibility of laving Malta, we mull all die to a man, and 
u be buried under its ruins.” Whereupon an old commander telling him. 
That he had been informed by a delerter, that the balhahadfwore, in cafe 
he ihould take Malta, to put all the knights to the lword,and relerve only 
the grand mailer in order to prelent him to the grand leignor: “ I lhall 
“ take care to prevent him, replied la Valette, and if the liege, lb 
“ contrary to my hopes, Ihould end in lb fatal a manner, I declare, 
u lays he, before you all, addrefling himlelf to the knights who were 
“ about him, that I am relblved in that extremity, rather than they 
“ lhall ever lee, whilft I am alive, a grand mailer carried in chains to 
“ Conftantinople, to dreft my felf like a private foldia, and rulh into 
te the midll of the enemies battallions, there to be killed, and there 
“ die with my children and brethren.” 

Such were the fentiments of this great man, lb truly worthy of his 
dignity : and we may jullly affirm, and indeed all the knights of that 
time agreed, that the main ftrength of the illand lay in the virtue, 
the courage, the refolution, and forefight of la Valette, and that the 
lafety of Malta depended entirely upon his prefervation. However, 
he valued his own life lels than he did that of others, and after having 
been in perlbn to reconnoitre the bridge, where his nephew had been 
killed, he ordered an hole to be made in the wall over againll it, and 
4 . . on 
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on the lame level, where he planted a piece of artillery, which fired J ohm ot 
with fiich iuccefs, that it loon fluttered the bridge, and the night fbl* * V *- 
lowing they let fire to it and burnt it to aihes; v/V’NJ 

The bafoa, enraged at luch a refiftancC, and fearing that the ill fuc- 
cefs of the fiege might draw upon him the lultau’s displeafure, called 
an extraordinaryucpuncil of war* He there firft gave them an account, 
of all he had hitherto tranfa&ed for the taking of the feveral fortreffes 
of the illand, and then reprelented to them, that the only realon of his 
attacking fort St. Michael, was, becaule it leemed the weakeft in the 
whole illand, which if he could once take, it would open him a way 
for the reducing of the great town and the caftle of St. Angelo ; that 
however, he had not negle&ed to batter inceffantly this laft place, with 
fils artillery from mount Salvator, and other adjacent polls ; and that 
the fubjed of their prelent meeting, was to confider whether they 
jhould give over the attack of the ilk de la Sangle, in order to unite 
all their forces againft the Caftle of St. Angelo $ or whether it were not 
better, in order to divide and weaken the forces of the befieged, to 
carry on the attack in different places at the fame time. 

The council, after a mature confideration of the reafons on both 
tides, agreed to the laft propofal, and it was accordingly relblved, That 
the balha, with the viceroy of Algiers, lhould continue the attack of 
the ilk, whilll admiral Piali, with his marines, lhould lay fiege to the 
great town and the caftle of St. Angelo ; and that, in order to prevent 
the viceroy of Sicily's throwing any foecours into thele places, Candi- 
lefla Haffan’s, lieutenant, lhould guard the lea with fourfoore gallics 
well armed. 

The balha, purfuant to this fcheme, renewed his batteries againft 
the ilk de la Sangle ; fo that not only the walls and baftions of the fort 
were demoliihed, but the very houfes of the town, and the infide of 
the caftle were likewifo very much damaged, and there was fcarce a 
place in it but what bore fome marks of the fury of the cannon. Ad r 
miral Piali, on his fide, that he might not be out-done by muftapha, 
in his eagemefs for puihing forward his work, railed a new battery upon 
mount Salvator of twenty cannons, among which were three bafilifes, or 
great cannons, and two mortars, fome of which threw ftone bullets of 
three hundred pound weight, and others iron balls of fixty, and fome 
of fourfoore pounds. All thefe different batteries played inceffantly 
upon the poll of Caftile, the flank of the poll of Auvetgne, and all 
other parts of the fortifications, as far as the infirmary. 

His engineers directed their principal attack againft the poll of Ca- 
ftile, fo that the trenches and other works were very far advanced on 
that fide. They laboured at them night and day with indefatigable 
induftry, not fo touch as refting in the hotteft part of the day : info- 
much that in a little time they ran them up to the walls of the place, 
and intrenched themfolves fo well with the earth which they dug up, 
and the ftones which wert foot againft the town, that the workmen 
were all under covert. 

The fiege grew more and more bloody every day, and worfe to be 
dreaded for its confoquences : the infidels, did not allow the befieged 
a moment’s reft : one while they attacked a fingle place, and anon they 
aflaulted feveral together at the fame time. The chriftians indeed re- 
pulfod them with vigour, and killed them abundance of irien, but yet 
confidering the difproportion of their forces, they might be laid to lofe 
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John Dt more than the turks, and their garrifbns were daily weakned. The 
tA \ A ~ bafha, after having harafled them for four days together, with conti- 
nual skirmifhes and offers of attempting a fcalado in feveral places, 
made, Auguft the fecond, a frefh afTault on fort St. Michael. The infi- 
dels, in hopes of plunder, advanced up to the breach with great reiolution, 
Thebefieged fuftained the attack couragioufly, and repuUed the enemy ; 
their officers, during the fix hours that the attack lafted, brought them on 
five feveral times to the aflault : but they were always received with 
the fame intrepidity. As their troops, and particularly the janizaries, 
expofed themfelves boldly, the knights made an horrible flaughter of 
them, and the balha fearing left all the reft fhould be cut to pieces, or- 
dered a retreat to be founded. 

Five days afterwards, which was the feventh of the fame month, 
Muftapha made another afTault : and, in order to oblige the befieged 
to divide their forces, lent three thouland men to attack the baftion of 
Caftile, whilft he himfelf marched at the head of eight thouland to 
ftorm the fort of St. Michael. The only weapons that were chiefly 
fought with at the pod of Caftile were arrows and fmall arms : their 
defign was to draw the principal forces of the order on that fide, for 
which purpofe the turkifh musketeers and archers advanced but flow- 
ly to the ftorm. But their greateft efforts, and the real attack was a- 
gainft fort St. Michael. The janizaries who were in the front, ad- 
vanced boldly with great fhouts according to their ulual cuftom : they 
were anfwered by a terrible fire from the place, which killed them 
abundance of men, before they could come near the walls. But they, 
without being daunted at feeing nothing but death all around them, 
marched with intrepidity over the bodies of their comrades, and for- 
ced their way to the top of the breach, where both parties, as if 
they had been in the field, fought with equal fury for four hours toge- 
ther ; the turks were for keeping the pofts they had feized upon, and the 
chriftians exerted themfelves to the utmoft, in order to prevent their 
making a lodgement there. Among the latter, a 11, even to the very 
women, fignalized themfelves againft the infidels : and whilft the pea- 
fant and the citizen were defending their country, their wives and 
children fought with an intrepidity which equalled in fbme meafure 
the relblute bravery of the knights : and if paternal or conjugal love 
inlpired thofe men with a courage and force to which they had been, 
hitherto infenfible, there were not wanting heroick women who ran to 
the affiftance of their fathers, their brothers, and their husbands, and 
who generoufly expofed themfelves to the greateft dangers. 

Some of thefe brought (tones, arrows, victuals and refrefhments to 
the combatants, whilft others of a more dauntlefs fpirit mixed in the 
fray, and threw fire-works, fealding water and melted pitch upon the 
turks : the fear they had of lofing their honour and their liberty, in 
cafe they fhould fell into the hands of the infidels, inlpired thefe brave 
women with a contempt of all the horrours of impending death. The 
turks, ftill furious and eager for fighting, and enraged to fee their cou- 
rage oppofed by fiich feeble enemies, fell upon them without mercy, 
ib that feveral of them died by their weapons and the fire-works which 
they threw at them. The breach and the caftle Teemed all on fire, 
and the tumult of the combatants, the clafhing of their arms, the cries 
of the fbldiers, the groans of the wounded, and of the perfbns of both 
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fexes who were juft expiring, and lay confounded together upon the John »e 
ground, formed a fpe&acle that was as moving as it was dreadful. £ ** 

The baftia, who had pofted himfelf ac the foot of the breach, ran 
with his fabre in hand on all tides, exhorting, intreating and threatning 
his foldiers, and crying out. That if they would but exert themfolves 
a little more, they would certainly carry the place. He, with his own 
hand, killed two janizaries who had thrown themfelves down from the 
breach, in order to prevent their falling by the fword of the knights. 

The reft of his foldiers, terrified by this adion, and feeing that the 
fwords of their officers were as fatal as thofe of their enemies, laid afide 
all thoughts of putting an end to the engagement any otherwile than 
by cutting all the befieged to pieces. Each tingle janizary fought 
with as much eagernefs, as if the victory had depended' on himfelf 
only : in fine, after the afiault had lafted upwards of four hours, and 
at a time when the grand mafter was in fome pain about the fuccefs of 
it ; the bafha, to the great aftonifhment of the chriftians, as well as 
of the turks, ordered a retreat to be founded. They were afterwards in- 
formed that the commander Mefquita, govemour of the Notable-city, 
had been the occafion of it. 

M u s q_u eta, who was an old officer, and a man whole vigilance 
extended it folf to all places, feeing, from the higheft part of the city, 
that the caftle of St. Michael looked as if all in a blaze, made no queftion 
but that the turks were attempting a ftorm,and that the befieged were at- 
tacked with the utmoft vigour, upon which he ordered a body of cavalry 
to march out of the place in order, each trooper carrying a foot foldier 
behind him in order to make a diverfion. The chevaliers de Lugny 
and Vertura commanded this detachment, who were ordered to go and 
difoover how things flood at the fountain of la Marza, and moreover, 
to attempt to furprize and carry off the tick and wounded foldiers, 
whom the bafha had lodged in that place, for the fake of water, and 
the coolnefs of the place ; but he had not given them a ftrong guard 
enough. The chevalier de Lugny leaving his infantry in ambufh in a 
neighbouring village or hamlet, called Azabugi, in order to fecure his 
retreat, advanced to the fountain, and finding that the guards of the 
hofpital were difperfod up and down the neighbouring hills the better 
to view the two aflaults, he ordered his troopers to alight, who falling 
upon the tick and wounded, made a dreadful havock among them. 

The furprize and confufion that generally attend on fuch unexpected 
attacks, the cries and groans of the dying, the flight of fuch of the 
wounded as could efoape the fury of the chriftians, all thefe circum- 
flances united, fpread a general terrour over the turkifh camp : the fu- 
gitives gave out that it was the van of the ficilian army, and of the 
chriftian fuccours, which being landed near that place, were marching 
forward to raife the fiege. This report foon came to the bafha’s ears, 
and as in a general conftemation reafon often lerves to no other purpofe 
than to augment the terrour and belief of the danger, Muftapha, though 
an excellent officer, wasimpofod upon by the current miftake. This had 
been the occafion of his commanding a retreat to be founded ; when 
rallying his troops, he put himfelf at their head, and advanced towards 
the place where he expe&ed to meet the enemy : but he found a general 
folitude in all places. For the chevalier de Lugny, after executing his 
general’s orders, had judicioufly withdrawn himfelf. The bafha arri- 
ving 
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Jo b n ob vu»g at the fountain of la Marza, and being informed that this bold 

*• A v A ' enterprize had been atchieved by a party of the garrifbn of the city 
only^ he fell into a violent palfion, and that which particularly made 
his rage and fflame (till greater, was, that he had fufftred himfelf to be 
impofed upon lo vallly, and had difcontinued an alTault at a time when 
he bad reafcm to hope he ihould lucceed in it. Whereupon he was 
firmly rdblved to return to the breach, renew the attack, and either 
die upon it or carry the place. But his principal officers reprefented 
to him that night was coming on ; that his troops were exceffively 
fatigued with the heat and obitinacy of the battle, and that it was ab- 
fofotely neceflary to allow them time to refreffl themfelves. Theic 
reafons prevailed upon him to return back to the camp, when they 
waited upon him to his tent, where he fpent the night in forming 
new proje&s in order to make himfelf mailer of the bulwark of Cal* 
tile, and the fort of St. Michael. 

The bafha had not omitted one of thole various kinds of attacks, 
which the fatal fcicnce of war had invented for the taking of fortref- 
fes, trenches, places of arms, redoubts, cavaliers, laps, mines, ica la- 
does, batteries upon batteries, and planted in various places, freih 
florals, renewed almoll every day, in a word, every thing had been 
hitherto attempted, and generally baffled by the valour of the knights. 
Their prefence upon the breach, and their intrepidity, had fupplied 
the places of the llrongell baftions, The turkilh general, in order to 
conceal his defign, and prevent their taking meafures to oppofc it, had 
again recourfe to mines : his pioneers and fbldiers Worked at them 
continually. The knights at the lame time exerting themfelves to the 
utmoll, in order to dilcover and countermine them, when they often 
met with the infidels, and came to an engagement with them in thole 
fubterraneous paffages. The great diipnte in thcfe combats was, who 
ihould keep pofleflion of the chamber of the mine, and ic frequently 
happened that both! parties were dellroyed, either by the mine’s taking 
lire, or by the falling and weight of the earth that wa9 blown up into the 
air, and which fell back again upon the combatants. But the grand 
mailer and his officers could not dilcover all thefe mines ; feveral 
efcaped the oblervations and fearch of the ablell engineers : the turks 
had run Ibme by different channels under fort St. Michael, and the 
bulwark of Caftile, both which places were entirely undermined. 

The grand mailer and his knights being always in a manner be- 
tween two fires, were not even fafc on the ground they flood upon ; 
and they had as much reafon to dread the effe&s of the cannon, as that 
of the mine, which fpringing up at once and without any previous no- 
tice, was equally formidable. 

In this dreadful Hate of things la Valette wrote to the vice-roy of 
Sicily, to reprefent to him the great need he had of fpeedy IbccourS, 
acquainting him that the fortifications of theifknd were iotirely raided j 
that he had loll on different occafions, the flower of his knights who 
had ruffled fearlds into danger ; that loch intrepid wart lours were not 
long lived , that moll of thole who fhrvived were fflut «p m the infir- 
mary ; that the enemy was flrongly intrenched before the walls ; and 
that he conjured him, in confideration of the great diflrefs be was in, with- 
out either fortifications, troops, or fucccurs* to difpatcb away, at kail, the 
two gallics of the order, which lay in the pore of Medina, With the 
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knights who were come thither from the remoteft countries, It not be- J ohn d » 
ing juft, as be obfervcd at the conclufion of his letter, to be tender of 1 * A v A ‘ 
a part, and of a particular limb, when the whole body is expofed to an 
almoft inevitable deftruCHon. 

Gars i a though ever wavering and irrefolute, yet feeing it highly 
concerned both his mailer’s honour as well as his own, to come to a 
final reiolution, propofed the affair in council. John Andrew Doria, 
whole courage juftly merited him the illuftrious name of his great un- 
cle, made him a propofal of fitting out all the naval forces of his 
catholick majefty, and of fighting the infidels at fea. But the vice- 
roy immediately declared that he had no authority to venture a battle ; 
nor were the reafons ftrong enough to engage him to hazard the royal 
navy : that in cafe the turks fhould happen to be victorious, the coafts 
of all his catholick majefty ’s dominions, would by that means remain 
unguarded, and lye expofed to the invafions of the turks ; io that all 
that they had to confider, was whether it was the king’s intereft to 
fend a part of his troops to Malta : and that fuppofmg they fhould 
come to that refolution, whether it would be practicable to carry over 
the fuccours, and land them without danger, and without the knowledge, 
or even in fpight of all the oppofition the infidels might make. There 
was no great difficulty as to the laft article. The fea officers, whole 
opinion was firft afked, unanimoufly agreed and demonftrated, that a 
body of troops might be eafily landed in the ifland. But the land 
officers were divided in opinion, with regard to the fecond queftion. 

Alvarez de Sande, a famous captain, of whom mention has been alrea- 
dy made, with refped to the liege which he fuftained in the ille of 
Garbes, was intirely againft the enterprize, and maintained ftiffly that 
the king of Spain was neither bound in juftice, nor engaged by his 
own intereft to hazard his troops ; that it was la Valette’s bufinefs to 
confider his own circumftances, and the condition of his forces, before 
he carried matters to too great an extremity, and that he, in imita- 
tion of the grand matter Villiers de Lille Adam, one of his lateft pre- 
decefiors, might enter into a treaty with the enemy, and quit the 
ifland upon tolerable conditions. 

Such as were acquainted with Sande’s valour, and heard him deli- 
ver his opinion with fo much weaknefs, could not poflibly dive into 
the motives of it. Some aferibed it to the fear he was under of fall- 
ing again into the hands of the turks, who had treated him cruelly 
during his captivity ; others fufpeCted that he only did it in order to 
make his court to the Vice-roy, and perhaps to Philip himfelf, who, 
as we have already obferved, minded nothing but fhew,and who, after ha- 
ving got together a numerous fleet, levied troops in all his territories, 
and filled all Europe with the noifeand expectation of the fuccour he 
pretended to fend, would not perhaps have been difpleafed that a coun- 
cil of war, compofed of the ableft generals of the age, fhould have 
thought it improper for him to hazard a part of his army. 

But Afcanio della Coma, who had gained a great reputation in the 
wars of Piedmont and Italy, maintained warmly, on the contrary, 
that they could not decline fending (uccours to the knights of Malta, 
without expofing themfelves to an eternity of reproaches. Herepre* 
fented that they, ever fince their eftablifhment at Malta, had always 
exerted themfelves with'the utmoft bravery in the defence of the king- 
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John ®* doms of Naples and Sicily; that when-ever the infidels were to be 
t a v a- engaged at fea, or that a war was to be carried on in Africa, they 
had always joined the fleets and armies of his catholick majefty, and 
had been ever forward to expofe themfelves to the greateft dangers 
for his iervice ; that the bufinefs then in qucftion was the prefervati- 
on of an illuftrious order, an order which without any ambitious 
views, and without ever attempting to make one fingle conqueft for 
its own private advantage, was continually in arms, and daily fecri- 
ficing its lives for the defence of the territories and fubjeds of all 
chriftian princes with the utmoft impartiality. He then defcended to 
particulars, and remonftrated, that as the lea officers had agreed that 
they might convey and afterwards land the fiiccotifs in the ifland with- 
out any danger, fo thofe who were to command on ihore, might, by 
polling themfelves advantagioufiy, and by the favour of the rocks, 
the hills, and partes, with which the ifland abounded, eafily advance 
within fight of the places befieged ; in which cafe the turks, as they 
had not at that time above i j or 16000 men left, and all of them ex- 
tremely harrafifed, would be obliged either to raife the fiege, or be 
themfelves inverted ; that the infidels would be obliged to oppofe the 
attacks of the chriftian army, and the fellies of the knights, and that 
at one and the fame time, and that in the midft of fiich engagements, it 
would be an eafy matter for them to throw fuccours into the forts,and 
to change, or at leaft re-inforce the garrifons. 

This advice, being more generous, was carried by a plurality of 
voices ; the vice-rey himfelf came into it, and in order to apologize 
for his afle&ed delays, he wrote immediately to the grand mafter, by 
which he informed that he had juft received orders from Madrid which 
left him at liberty to follow the didates of his zeal and inclination 
for the order ; that he would be at Malta towards the latter end of 
the month with iiOOO land forces ; that Doria and Vitelli were to bring 
4000 more from Italy, and that he would immediately fend away the 
two gallies of the order, under the command of the chevaliers de Cor- 
nufton, and St. Aubin, with upwards of xoo knights, befides a great 
many gentlemen of different nations, who were come to Medina in 
order to fingalize themfelves in the defence of Malta ^ that indeed 
the king of Spain, his mafter, had ordered him as foon as he fhould have 
landed the troops, to return back with the fhips and gallies to Sicily ; 
that notwithftanding the earneft defire he had to diftinguifh himfelf at 
the head of his army, he was indifpcnfebly obliged to obey ; but that 
he, purfuant to his prince’s intentions, would, before his fettingout, 
leave exprefs orders with his general officers, to fubmit to him as to 
their commander in chief. 

How agreeable foever thefe pofitive affitrances might be, the grand 
mafter, who depended only on his own forces, was ftill as careful and vi- 
gilant as ever : he was continually vifiting the advanced polls, was 
ever exhorting and encouraging the fbldiers, and as he expofed him- 
felf in places of the greateft danger, he was frequently the firft man 
, who engaged the enemy. 

The knights, under the conduct of fb heroick a general, were all 
of them continually fighting, or bufied in fbme labour ; and if the 
hiftorians of that time did not affine us of the fed, we could hardly 
think it probable,that iuch an handful of warriours could have been able 

to 


Digitized by 


Google 



THE KNIGHTS OF MAItA. 

to hold out fo long as they did, againft fuch a number of attacks *sj®«w »* 
they fuftained, or bear up during iuch a leries of watching, wounds, £ * ^ 
and fatigues. Nor did the turks difcovet lcfs bravery, and above all 
their generals could not fo much as reflect upon the obftinacy of their 
defence, without fhame and vexation^ Muftapha and Piali, from a mu- 
tual emulation, attempted every thing that open force could do, and 
employed all the ftratagems that the fcience Of War could fuggeft ; and 
expofed their own perfons to the greateft dangers, as freely as they 
did thofe of their foldiers, in the hopes they had, that he who lhould 
firft make himfelf mafter of the poft he attacked, would be honoured 
by the Sultan, with the merits of the whole enterprize. 

This emulation infpired the two generals With a refolution of either 
dying in the breach, or carrying the forts which they attacked. In 
purfuance of which they agreed to attempt a new ftorm ; to continue 
it, if neceflary, for feveral days, and even nights together, and by 
that means weary out the knights, and vanquilh them at leafk by ex- 
haufting their ftrength, in cafe they could not triumph over their va- 
lour. 

Pursuant to this refolution, they on the 18th of the month, at 
noon, in the greateft heat of the day, advanced at the head of their 
feveral bodies, imagining they lhould find the knights a fleep, and re- 
tired under the fhade and fhelter of their intrenchments. The bafha 
commanded his foldiers to ftorm the breach of Sc. Michael, and the tur- 
kifh admiral that of the baftion of Caftile. Doth the attacks were 
made with great refolution, but with various fuccefs at firft. 

Some hours before the attack began at fort St. Michael, the infidels 
had made filch a terrible fire upon it, that they did not leave lo much 
as the leaft piece of a wall, fortification, or even intrenchment 
Handing. The bafha then ordered his men to attempt a ftorm, and aS 
they were the very flower of his troops, were brave, and fought under 
the eye of their general, they performed wonders. The knights received 
them with an intrepid courage, and though worn out with fatigue, and 
the greateft part wounded, they never had before difcovered fo utter at 
contempt of danger. No fooner did one drop but another ftepped up 
in his place, and after an obftinate engagement, which lafted for up- 
wards of fix hours together ; they repulled the enemy, more indeed by 
the greatnefs of their courage, than by the vigour of their ftrength. 

The turkifh admiral's attack on the baftion of Caftile, was equally 
dangerous and bloody. He had deferred attempting the ftorm for fomc 
time, in hopes that the grand mafter, when he lhould fee that he made 
Ho motion, would detach fome of the troops that were to oppofo 
him, in order to foccour the fort St. Michael, by which means he might 
make an advantage of their abfence ; but not finding that any body 
flirred, he fprung a mine in a place where it was leaft liilpe&ed, which ' 
threw down a pannel of the wall. As foon as it had done execution, 
the befiegcrs who were ready for the ftorm, let up a great fhout, moun- 
ted the breach in a trice ; and the place had been certainty loft, if the 
knights upon guard there, who were not prepared for their reception, 
had been fufceptible of fear. A chaplain of the order, brother Wil- 
liam by name, feeing the turkifh ftandards let up at the foot of the 
parapet, ran in a terrible fright to the grand mafter, and made him figns 
at a diftance, to retire immediately into the caftle of St. Angelo. Bpt 
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John d e the intrepid old man, clapping on a light head-piece, withont (lay* 

iA Va- j n g t0 p Ut on cuirafs, advanced relblutely with his half pike in his 
hand to meet the infidels, when he and the knights who were with 
him, gave them luch a furious oniet, that they could not Hand it, and 
fitting the inhabitants running in crouds to the grand mafler’s affi fiance, 
they began to retire, but ftill making a terrible fire from their finall arms 
all the time. Mendofla <who commanded at that poft, feeing the grand 
mafter {landing by him, and fearing leafi fome ball fhould take him offj 
begged him on his knees to retire, reprefenting to him that the fafe- 
ty of the ifland, the lives, the liberty and honour of the women and 
maidens, depended on his prefervation, and that if they fhould lofe 
him all would be lofi. But the grand mafier pointing to the 
turkifh fiandards, which were fiill hoified and waving in the wind, 
told him, that he mufi firft fee thofe trophies of the infidels demolifh- 
ed. Upon which all the knights who were about him, rulhed for- 
wards immediately, when a new combat enfued, in which the braveft 
men fell on both fides : at laft the fiandards were tore down, and the 
infidels forced to retire in diforder, covered with blood and wounds. 
The grand mafier made no queftion but that their leaders would loon 
bring them on to the fame attack, and therefore ordered quarters 
to be got ready for him there : the knights did not fail to reprefent to 
him, that he had made choice of a place which lay expoied to the 
enemies artillery ; but as he was fenfible of the importance of that 
poft, and how neceflary his prefence was to defend it, nothing could 
prevail upon him to remove from it. So after thanking the knights 
for the teftimonies they gave him of their affe&ion, w Will it be poffible 
** for me, fays he to them, at the age of feventy one, to end my life 
“ more glorioufly, than in fighting with my brethren and my friends,- 
“ for the fervice of God, and the defence of our holy religion ? ” 

The turks, as the grand mafier had forefeen, returned that very 
night to ftorm both places : the attack was chiefly carried on with 
fmall fhot, and the befieged on their fide plied their enemies on all 
fides with granadoes, flaming hoops, and fire-works, fo that they fought 
almoft by no other light, than that which was made by the fire of 
the artillery and fmall-arms. The turkifh foldiers at the foot of the 
breach, /not knowing how to direxft their own fhot, or fecure them- 
felves from that of the chriftians, gave over the attack feveral times ; 
but their officers ftriking and cutting them with their canes and feimi- 
ters, forced them back as often. The foldiers who were as much in- 
cenfed at this treatment, as difheartened by the rcfiftance of the knights, 
and being unable either to advance upon the works or retire, refolved 
to impofe upon i their generals, when as if they had been ftill at- 
tacking the knights, they only (truck their fwOrds upon their buck- 
lers, and let up their fhonts as ufual in battle. But the bafha perceiv- 
ing at laft, notwithftaading the darknefs, that all the cries and noife 
they made was a xneer fham, thought proper to defer the attack till 
day fhould appear, and immediately ordered a retreat to be founded. 

I caw not tell whether I may not have juft realbn to fear 
that the reader will be tired with the repetitions of lo many afTaults, 
fo little /different from one another, but as both parties diftinguifhed 
themfelvfcs in thole feenes by performing the moft brave, and the molt 
heroick a&ions, and as the knights particularly, though reduced to a 
3 fmall 
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finall number, fuftained for fome months, both day and night, the con- John d*> 
tinual attacks a numberlefs multitude of enemies, who relieved * tt V 

another by turns, but never allowed them a moment’s reft. I imagi- 
ned that this detail might be of ufe, as it gives a more juft idea of 
the intrepidity of the combatants ; and that I was moreover obliged 
to it, in order that my narration might not be wanting in exadtnefs. 

Be that as it will, the baiha the day following, being Auguft 19, 
gave the fignal for an aflault at both attacks, by a general difchargc of 
his batteries. The turks came on with frelh relblution to that of St. 

Michael, hoping to make themfelves matters at leaft of the ravelin. 

What gave. room to thefe hopes was a machine, being a kind of carcafle 
but much larger, made in the fhapc of a long barrel, covered over with 
iron hoops, and filled with gun powder, chains, nails, bullets, and all 
kind of iron inftruments. The engineer after having faftened a match 
of a proper length to it, found means to throw it upon the ravelin, 
where it fell among the knights, who defended it. But they no way 
daunted at this fmoking machine, catched it up before it took fire, and 
threw it back upon the enemy, who were crouding to mount the 
breach : it burft a moment after, and tearing every thing to pieces that 
came in its way, fent heads, legs, and arms, up into the air. The 
turks, in a fright, immediately difperfed themfelves, fome fled as far as 
their trenches, when the chriftian foldiers animated with this difmal 
fpc<ftacle, and in order to make their advantage of the terrour their ene- 
mies were in, fell in among them fword in hand, made a terrible ha- 
vock, and forced the reft to retire. 

P 1 a l l’s attack at the baftion of Caftile, was more dangerous, and 
lfefted a confiderable while longer, The infidels came on with an air 
of refolution, and in fpite of the continual fire of the chriftians, which 
killed them abundance of men, they forced their way to the top of the 
parapet, and fixed their ftandards upon it. At the ihouts the turks 
gave, who fancied they were matters of the place, la Valette, who 
was not far offi ran thither with pike in hand, charged the enemy 
with the utmoft fury. The infidels refitted them with the fame intre- 
pidity, when they fought together with their pieces at their adverfa- 
ries breaft. The commander of Bonnefeigne, loft his eye by a muf- 
ket-ball, as he was fighting by the grand matter's fide ; others fell by 
the fword and fire-works. The grand matter advancing too far in the 
danger not to have his fhare of it, was wounded dangeroufly in the 
leg, by the fplinter of a grenado. He generoufly difregarded it as long as 
the combat lafted : continuing (till, by his fpeeches as well as example, 
to animate his men, and thereby prevailed upon the common foldiers to 
fight and behave themfelves like fo many officers, and as men who were 
infpired with a true fenfe of glory. A zeal for religion had the like ef- 
fect upon the minds of the pcafants and townfmen, by making them 
flight all the horrours of furrounding death, and put all the combatants 
as it were upon a level. A confiderable number of knights, braving 
the impending danger, met here with an honourable period to their 
lives. Cencio Gafconi, an old knight, who commanded at the fpur of 
St. Michael, informed of the danger to which the grand matter was 
expofed, ran to his fuccour with a body of foldiers and inhabitants ; 
and was the firft who mounted on the parapet, together with the che- 
valiers Bergia, Mendofla, Don John, and de la Roche Pereyra. Pikes 
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John stand fwords were then the only weapons ufed ; the CurkS and chrifti- 
l e ttV. ans °^ en grappled together, and fought with a rage and fury, as if 
every private man had been revenging an old quarrel, and gratifying 
a perfonal hatred. Both parties were continually fending new rein- 
forcements to the combatants^ which made the battle laft till night. In 
fine, the knights who fought in the grand mailer's prefence, made fuch 
powerful efforts, that they recovered the parapet and drove out the in- 
fidels. 

Mustapha, who neither allowed his enemies nor his own troops 
any interval of reft, attempted another ftorm the day following, which 
was, the twentieth. Not that, after fo many repeated tryals, he expect- 
ed to carry places, fo well defended, at once, but as he knew the grand 
mafter’s main ftrength lay principally in his knights, who were redu- 
ced to a finall number, his defign in carrying on thefe continual at- 
tacks, was to take fome of them off every day, and by that means at 
laft reduce thefe two places, as he had already done fort St. Elmo, for 
their want of men fufficient to defend them. 

H o w e v e r, as he faw his foldiers began to be difpirited by thefe 
perpetual attacks, in which he loft abundance of men, he let himfelf 
to contrive a way to fecure them from the fmall fhot of the knights,, 
which made a dreadful havock among them. For this purpofe he in-, 
vented a kind of head-piece, made of thin wood, but proof againft- 
musket-fhot, which reached down to their fhoulders. He caufed eight 
thoufand of his foot to put on this new kind of armour, and advanced 
at their head to attack fort St. Michael. But when they were to engage, 
his foldiers were lb encumbered, fo uneafy, and lo much weighed 
down with thefe wooden helmets, that they could neither attack the 
chriftians nor defend rhemfelves ; fo that they were forced to take off * 
. fo troublefome a load, and then, naked asr it were, advanced boldly to 

attack the fort. They were led on by Cheder, faogiac or governour 
of Boffine, an old officer of good reputation in the army, who had pro- 
mifed the bafha either to carry the work, or die in the attempt. This 
old foldier, who was ufed on fighting-days to wear fine cloaths, the 
better to diftinguifh himfelf, was then dreffed in a rich vcft, and ad- 
vancing boldly up to the parapet, commanded the officer, who carried 
his enugn, to hold it aloft ; but the officer was foon killed, and the 
enfign thrown down. Upon this the fangiac immediately ordered it 
to be taken up again, and though the poft he was in was very much 
expofed, and that feveral turks were killed focceffively one after an- 
other in the attempt, he ftill had it railed and hoifted aloft in the fight 
of the combatants during all the time the ftorm lafted. In fine, the 
laft who carried it, having met with the fame fate as his comrades, he 
himfelf took it, when holding it one hand, and his feimiter in the 
other, he fought, and obliged his foldiers to fight with wonderful re- 
folution. Bnt his fine cloaths drawing all eyes upon him, and his va- 
lour and the deadly blows which he dealed about diftinguifhing him 
ftill more, the chevalier Peffoa, the grand mafter’s page, killed him with 
a musket-ball ; when a turkifh officer immediately took his place, and 
encouraged the foldiers to revenge the death of their general. 

They indeed maintained their poft at firft with refolution enough ; 
and fo many fingle combats were, as it were, fought between feveral of- 
ficers of both parties about who fhould get pofleffion of the fangiac’s 
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THE KNIGHTS OF MALTA, 
body. The turks at lad carried it off, but they were fo warmly pro- 
fited, that they were forced to take to their heels. Io this rour, a knight 
threw himfelf on Cheder’s enfign, but he who carried it, though mor- 
tally wounded, held it fo fall, that he was forced to break the ftaff of 
it in his bands, and could only carry off the colours which were torn 
to rags. Several knights of didin&ion were killed in this engagement. 
The commander John de la Cerda , alhamed of the weaknels he had 
difcovered at the defence of fort St. Elmo, had, in order to repair his 
honour, been for fome time pad feeking death, as it were , in every 
pod of danger. He at length met with it on this occafion, and died 
bravely on the breach. 

The trokifh foldiers beginning to defpond after fo many bloody 
dorms, attempted in vain ; the Baiha found it neceflary to allow them 
an interval of two or three days red. But on the loth, a letter was 
thrown into the great town, which they took up , and carried, foaled 
as it was, to the grand mader, who found nothing in it but this one 
word, Throfday. He was not at a lofs to underdand the meaning of 
it, and that he was to expert a frefh aflault upon that day. He ac- 
cordingly prepared for it, with his ufual courage and refolution. And 
in order to prevent any furprize, and to found the difpofition of his 
men, he earned a falfe alarm to be given on tueiday the one and twen- 
tieth. Every body ran readily to his pod, and by this trial the grand 
mader had abundant reaion to be pleafed with the vigilance of the of- 
ficers, as well as With the alacrity of the foldiers. He only obferved, 
that by the daily lofs they had fudained of a good number of knights; 
fome of them were wanted in certain pods, in order to head and ani- 
mate the foldiers. 

This report reaching the infirmary, all the wounded knights who 
were able to dand upon their legs bravely fallied out, and like thole 
of fort St. Elmo, chofe rather to face death and meet it on the breach; 
than wait for its coming in their beds. The grand Mader admiring 
their generous fpirit, didributed them into the foveral places where they 
were mod wanted : and finding himfelf fudained by warriours, who 
foemed to have fbmething in them more than human; he waited with 
impatience for the return of the enemy. 

But he had not long to wait; forpurfuant to the notice which had 
been given him, they prefented themfelves on the twenty-third at both 
attacks : the baiha led on his troops in perfon to dorm fort St. Mi- 
chael. This place, during the ficknefs of admiral Monti, was defend- 
ed by the marfhal Copier, the commander Giou general of the gallies, 
and by a confiderable number of the principal commanders of the or- 
der. The turks animated by Mudapha’s prefence and example fought 
with great courage ; none of them boggled at danger, nor did they meet 
with a lefs vigorous refidance from the befieged. If the turks by mar 
king a bold druggie, ever got an inch of ground, they were foon repul- 
fed from it by the chridians. Each party had its alternative of good 
and ill fuccefs, without any one’s being able to judge on what fide the 
victory inclined : the bafna difcovered on this occafion, all that the 
bravery and conduct of a great general could perform; in; order to fur- 
mount the difadvantages of his fituation ; but the knights having an 
advantage in their pod, made fuch a terrible fire with their finall arms, 
from the top of the breach, and were fo well feconded by. all their ar- 
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John b.Etillery, that the turks, after having loft abundance of their men, loft 

*• 4 Vi* likewife their courage. Such as were fartheft off the breach began to 
fteal away from the danger ; fuch as were nearer and more expofed 
took to their heels ; nay, even their very officers gave back, and, in 
fpight of all the bafha could either fay or do, he could never bring them 
on to the ftorm again, fo that he was forced to command a retreat to be 
founded, in order to fave the honour of his troops. 

But the attack of the bulwark of Caftile lafted longer, and was car- 
ried on with more vigour, and attended with greater danger : It was 
ufhered in with a furious fire from the turkiih batteries, which played 
upon the breach in order to drive the chriftians from thence, at the 
fame time that a body of janizaries, affifted by a croud of pioneers, 
were railing a kind of platform clofe by the wall, and higher than the 
parapet : they here ported a party of musketeers, who made fuch a 
continual fire upon the bcficged, that no body could appear either on 
the breach, or along the parapet, but was immediately killed. The 
grand mafter, who was ever in the hotteft part of the fire, and of the 
danger, ran to the place ; his prefcncc inlpired the befieged with frefh 
courage ; nor was that of the befiegers any way damped j and though 
the whole time was Ipent in firing at one another, the combat was 
neverthelcls bloody. It lafted till night, and in fpight of all the fire 
the grand mafter could poflibly make from all his batteries, he yet was 
not able to filence that of the enemy, who flattered themielves, as 
their cavalier commanded the breach, that they flfould make them- 
fei ves mafters of it the next day. 

Things being in this deplorable condition, the council of the 
order met to confider what meafures were proper to be taken : the 
town was undermined on all fides, the fortifications ruined, the enemy 
in pofleftion of the out-works, and the breach in a manner blocked up 
by the cavalier, which was fo dole to the wall, that the infidels could 
leap from it into the place. Moft of the great erodes advifed the grand 
mafter to abandon it ; to blow up what fortifications were left, and to 
retire in time with their ammunition and provifions into the caftle of 
St. Angelo, which had as yet received no damage. They reprefented 
to him the danger they were in of the fbrtreffes being carried the next 
time a ftorm fhould be attempted, in cafe they fhould obftinately re- 
folve to make a longer, and, at the fame time, ufelefs refiftance ; that 
in the hurry and confufion of a forced retreat, they would not proba- 
bly have time to get to that fortrefs, the laft that was left them ; that 
the old men, and the women, would be in danger of falling a prey to 
the fury and brutality of the barbarians ; whereas on the contrary, if a 
ftrong guard was but put upon the breach, they would have leiiure 
enough, whilft the foldiers and inhabitants fhould be retiring, to carry 
their ammunition and provifions into the caftle, and to take fuch pre- 
cautions as fhould be neceflary for its fecurity and defence. 

The grand mafter reje&ed this advice with as much horrour and 
indignation, as if they had propofed the delivering up of the whole 
ifland to the infidels, upon which he ihewed the council, that the great 
town, and the ifle de la Sangle, which ftill held out, lay fo near toge- 
ther, and that there was fuch a reciprocal and ncceffary communication 
between them, that there was no defending or abandoning the one 
Without the other, fo that the giving up the bulwark of Caftile to the 
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enemy, would be to give up fort St. Michael atthe fame time ; befides,J ofIN 
that the caftle of St. Angelo could never hold the foldiers, the inhabit £ * T 
rants, and the great number of people who were to be taken out of thole 
two places ; that the ciftem of the caftle could not fupply water 
enough for their drink, and that the bare want of a thing lo abfolutely 
necenary for the lupport of life, would reduce them in a few days to 
the fatal neceflity of either dying of third, or lurrendering the place 
to the turks. The lords of the council Replied, That if there was a 
neceflity of their holding out the town and tne caftle of St. Michael, to 
the laft extremity, they yet begged him to withdraw into the caftle of 
St. Angelo, and carry thither the relicks and ornaments of the churches, 
with the moft important writings and papers of the trealiiry ; and that 
they ihould be in no pain for themlelves, provided his perfon were but 
in fafety, after which they Ihould face all the perils of a new ftorm with 
pleafure. The grand mafter, who was not to be lhaken in what he once 
had relblved upon, and who forelaw that the carrying of the effects 
of the order into the caftle of St. Angelo, would give the foldiers room 
to imagine, that they were not thought lafe enough in the town, re- 
jected this fecond advice allb, and addrefling himfelf to the whole af 
fembly, “ ’Tis here, my dear brethren (faid he to them) that we muft 
“ either dye together, or drive out our mercilefs enemies : ” And to 
fhew the commanders who were about him, how far he was from re- 
tiring into the caftle of St. Angelo, or making any provifion for his 
own fafety, he only left juft a few foldiers in it fumcient to manage the 
artillery, and drew out all the reft, employing them with the garrifbn 
during the whole night long in making cuts and intrenchments within 
the place. He himfelf fiiperintended over thefe feveral works with lo 
much art and capacity, that though the turks Ihould the next day have 
carried the firft intrenchment, they would ftill have found another be- 
hind it, and that too raifed fo high as to command them entirely ; lb 
that by difputing every inch of ground with them in this manner, he 
law himfelf in a condition tp hold out till fuch time as the viceroy 
of Sicily might have an opportunity of coming to his afliftance. 

However, as the platform which the turks had railed againft the 
wall gave him a fecrct uneaflnefs, he communicated his thoughts to the 
commander de Claramont of the language of Arrragon, whole capacity 
he well knew, and by his advice earned a hole to be opened in the wall 
the night following, with as little noife as poflible. The commander, 
attended by Francis Guevara du Pereira, and Ibrne other fpanilh knights, 
fallied out at the gap, ftole foftly along the foot of the wall, till they got 
upon the platform, and then letting up a great Ihout, they attacked the 
guards that Piali had left there, who fancying the whole garrifbn was 
falling upon them, fled away with precipitation. Claramont, inftead 
of destroying this work, thought it advileable to fortify it : the grand 
mafter immediately lent him a party of foldiers and pioneers, who foou 
railed a parapet upon it to cover their musketeers. They likewife 
planted fome pieces of cannon upon it, and the turks were greatly fur- 
prized and confounded to lee the knights employ a work againft them, 
which they had railed in order to haften the deftru&ion of the chrif- 
tians. 

T h E ill luccefs they had met with at the attack of the poft of Caftile, 
did not damp the ardour and eagernefs of the bafha ; perhaps it might 
Vol II. * H have 
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John b e have given him an ill-natured plcafure, or, at lead, as he flattered 
t a V a- himfelf with the hopes of taking fort St. Michael, he was not forry 
CXXj to find that the admiral had noc firft opened the way to vi&ory, in 
order to ingrofs all the honour of it to himfelf. In the beginning of 
September he ordered a new dorm to be attempted ; the janizaries, 
to whom he had promifed the plunder of the place, ran like fo many 
furies to the foot of the breach, nor could the fhot of the artillery, the 
ftones, the fcalding water, or the fire-works which the bcfieged poured 
* down upon them, prevent their getting to the top of it. They were 

already in pofleffion of almoft all the badions of the foft ; there was 
nothing left between them and the befieged but a wooden partition, 
and they were fo dole together, that their muskets crofled one another. 
The fight laded for a long time with equal fury, but at lad the infupc- 
rable bravery of the knights triumphed over the obdinacy of the turks. 
They made them give ground before them, and threw them headlong 
down from the breach, in fpite of all the bafha could do, who now be- 
gan to defpair of reducing the place any other way than by famine, 
which he dill hoped might oblige a body of men to fobmit to a capitu- 
lation, whom he could not vanquifh by open force or draragem. 

Bu t it was not long before he was informed, that he had more rea- 
fon to dread a want of provifions than the knights c the commidaries 
of his dores acquainted him. That a fhip, which had been fent to the 
ifle of Gerbes for corn, was taken by the ficilian gallies ; that they had 
not meal to ferve them for above twenty five days } and the officers of 
his artillery told him that their powder wasalmod fpent. Under fuch 
unlucky difappointments, and particularly through the fear he was un- 
der, lead the fultan fhould make his head pay for the ill fiiccels of the 
expedition, he refolved to make a lad druggie on the Notable city : and 
though the taking of this place, which was fituatcd in the middle of 
the country, was of no great conlequence for the conqued of the ifland, 
he yet fancied, if he could but take it, and carry away all its inhabi- 
tants with him into fiavery, a9 the fored tedimonies of his vi&ory, the 
noife of fuch an advantage, though not a very material one, would pa- 
cify the grand feignior ; who might likewife be well enough pleafed, for 
the fake of his own reputation, and for the glory of his arms, to have 
the people dazled with fuch an appearance. 

With this view, on the lad day of Augud, he fet out from his 
camp with four thoufand men of his bed troops, compoled of janizaries 
and fpahi. The place had been reprefented to him as poorly fortified, 

. fo that he was in hopes of taking it by fcalado. But the drength of 

places does not conoid fo much in the bulwarks and badions with which 
they are furrounded, as in the valour of the troops, and the capacity 
of the governour who defends them. Mefquita, the brave portuguefe 
knight, of whom mention has been already made, though he had but a 
weak garrifon, put on an air of boldnefs and refolution upon the fird 
approaches of the enemy. He ordered the courtine to be lined with 
cannons, muskets, pikes, dandards, and colours ; and, in order to make 
the turks believe that his garrifon was very numerous, he made the 
people of the city, and the inhabitants of the country, who had retired 
thither for refuge, to mount upon the walls with his foldiers : even the 
women theinielves, drefied in mens cloaths, mixed among the red, and 
appeared in arms upon the bulwarks and badions. 
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The artillery now began to thunder on aU (ides, and make a con - } ohh * 
tmnal fire. The engineers whom the bafha had lent to reconnoitre the 1 ' A A ' 
town and the places where they might fix their ladders, were terrified 
at the fight of thefe warlike preparations; Their fright made them 
perhaps fancy them to be greater and more formidable than they were 
in reality : accordingly they reported to the general. That there was 
no attempting to carry a fort by fealado, that was defended by luch a 
numerous garrifon, without expofing the bell troops he had left to be 
knocked on the head before his eyes ; and that luch places Were not to 
be taken but by a regular fiegc, and by attacking them in form. The 
bafha, who had neither forces nor time enough for luch an enterprize, 
and being moreover afraid of being lurprized by the fuccours which 
were daily expe&ed from Sicily, returned to his camp in the utmoft 
uneafinefs, without knowing what meafures to take, or on what fide to 
turn his arms. His projects and ftratagems were now quite exhaufted : 
in this uncertainty he aflembled all the engineers of his army, and 
prelied them to invent forne machine that might be of lervice in a new 
afiault, and bring this tedious and difficult enterprize to an end. The 
engineers replied, That they had already exhaulted all the fecrets of 
their art, and that the reft depended on the courage and bravery of his 
troops. However they, in order to latisfy him, framed a wooden 
tower, which was pulhed along upon rollers up to the breach of fort 
St. Michael. This tower, like the old machines made ule of in lieges 
before the invention of cannons, had leveral ftories. The higheft, 
which over-looked the place, was filled with musketeers, who poured 
in their foot upon all that durft foew their heads : and to lecure this 
laft ftory from being annoyed by the batteries of the caftie, the infidels 
had no Iboner fired a volley, but they, by means of, certain wheels 
within the machine, and probably by the weight of the counterpoize 
and the help of pullies, let down the top of the tower, which was then 
foeltercd by the wall of the place, and relied againft it. The turks, by 
the help of this machine, killed abundance of men at firft ; but a maltcze 
carpenter, Andrew Caflar by name, a man who was very skilful in his 
bufinefs, after having examined the ftru&ure of the tower, caufed a loop- 
hole to be made in the wall, dire<ftly oppofite to this wooden caftle, 
where he placed a culverin loaded with chain-foot, and the moment the 
turks were hoifting up their machine, he fired his cannon upon it, 
which took it in the middle, and foattered it to pieces, fo that the 
fbldiers, who were in the higheft ftory, either broke their necks with 
the fall, or were bruiled to death under its ruins. 

The baiha, vexed to the foul to fee all his enterprises mifoarry, an4 
uneafy at that which was forming againft him at Medina, relblved tp 
fall to mineing again. Accordingly ne let his pioneers to work again, 
and had recourle to this laft refource ; not fo much in hopes of foccefr, 
as to keep his troops from imagining that he himfelf defoonded, from 
his fuffering them to continue in ina&ivity. But the knights, by open- 
ing pits and countermines in all fulpe&ed places, defeated ;the meafures 
of tne infidels. They likewife on their fide ran other mines under the 
polls on which the turks had leized, and blew up a great 1 number of 
them. The chriftians now Hood no longer on the defonfive, but made 
feveral failles, in which all the advantage was on their fide, fo that they 
began to fancy, they could force the turks to raife the fiege without the 
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John si 'afliftancc of the viceroy. The affe&ed delays of that fpanilh nobleman, 

tjA Va- h a( j fo r fome time made the grand matter defpair of receiving any foe* 
couts from him : and though his fleet was in a readinefs, and both the 
officers and loldiers, intended for the fervice, expreffed an extraordina- 
ry eagernefs to lignalize themfelves againft the infidels ; neverthelels, 
the viceroy could not prevail with himfelf to fet fail ; and his irrefo- 
lution made it be very much doubted whether he would really embark, 
or wait for the news of fome dilafter which he might make ufe of as a 
handle to excufe himfelf from fetting out at all. 

The noife however of thefe preparations, had brought above two 
hundred knights, commanders and great crofles of different languages to 
Meffina, whofe only view in coming thither was in hopes of meeting 
with fhips to tranfport them to Malta. The viceroy’s dilatorinefs put 
them out of all patience ; the greateft part of them never left his palace, 
fo that they befieged him as it were : there were even fome of them, 
who being bolder than the reft, and finding intreaties could not avail, 
had recourfe to reproaches. The viceroy, who was naturally proud 
and haughty, complained about it, and was moreover offended, that the 
knights, when they fpoke to him, did not give him the ftile of, excel- 
lency. Lewis de Laftic, grand priour of Auvergne, faid to him blunt- 
ly on this occafion, w Provided, Sir, we do but arrive time enough at 
u Malta to fuccour the order, I will give you, with all my foul, the 
u title of excellency, of highnefs, or, if you pleafe of majefty.” The 
viceroy only fmiled at what he laid, and hearing that that old knight 
was defcended of a noble family, and had acquired great honour in 
France in the wars againft the proteftants, he drew him afide, and told 
him in private, that he, in confideration of his quality and merit, would 
explain himfelf to him, and difcover the moft fecret recefles of his heart. 
He told him, that whatever pomp and outfide might be annexed to his 
dignity, yet his authority was not anfwerable to it ; that it was not 
always in his power to follow the impulfe of his courage ; and that 
he was the dependant of a prince, who, in order not to expofe his 
own reputation, or bring himfelf into any difficulties, often left his mi- 
nifters to guefs at his intentions ; that ever fince he had fancied, from 
fome hints, that he would not be difpleafed that Malta fhould be fuc- 
cour ed, his firft defign was to go with all his matter’s naval force to 
fight the turkifh admiral ; but not having a fiifficient number of veflels 
for that purpofe, he had refolved, in concert with the grand mailer, to 
throw a body of ten thoufand men at leaft into the iiland ; that he would 
lead this fuccour in perfbn ; that the chevalier Vincent Anallagi, an ex- 
cellent engineer, had fumiihed him with an exad plan of the iiland, and 
all the places proper for landing his troops; that the grand mailer 
had likewife fent him all the lignals and counter-lignals which they were 
to make from the fortrefles of the iiland, and the cattle of Goza ; and 
that he hoped to fet out from Meffina on the twenty firft of Auguft at 
farthell. He kept his word, and arrived on the twenty fecond at Syra- 
cufe, which was the general rendezvous of the whole army ; when ma- 
king a general review, it was found to conlill of near eight thoufand men, 
moll of them old foldiers, and veteran bodies, that had ferved in all the 
wars of Italy. 

Aivar. 12 de Sande commanded the regiment of Naples ; Sancho 
de Londono that of Milan ; Vincent Vitelli was at the head of a great 
body of volunteers of Italy and other nations ; and Afcanio della Cor- 
‘ . 4 na 
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na was appointed major-general during their voyage. The viceroy kept John di 
the liipreme command in his own hands till fuch time as the troops L A v A * 
fhould be landed : but after his departure, the council of war, till they ^ 8 T J E ' > 
fhould have joined the grand mafter, was to determine of all enterprizes 
by a plurality of voices, and the orders were to be given in the name 
of his catholick majefty. 

On the firft of September all the fleet hoifted fail, and fot out under 
the difcharge of all the artillery, and with the ihouts of the whole ar- 
my. The rendezvous was at the little ifle of Linofa ; they met with 
bad weather, which difperfod the fhips, and drove them out of their 
courfo, but when the ftorm was over, the viceroy, in order to give 
them time to come up with him, as well as to refrefh the foldiers after 
the fatigue of the fea, put into Fayignana, a little ifland near Trapini 
in Sicily. On the fourth the fleet put to fea again, and arrived at the 
little ifland of Linofa, where the viceroy met with letters from the 
grand mafter, by which he acquainted him, that he might fafely make 
a defcent about Mugiaro, and the road of Melecca, where there was 
good anchoring. But the viceroy’s motions gave them frefh reafon to 
fufpeft that he did not intend to make any ufo of this advice; for he, 
inftead of entring the channel of Goza, failed along the fouth coaft of 
the ifle of Malta, and fliffered himfolf to be difcovered by the turkifh 
frigates that came out of Marza Siroc. One would have thought that 
he did not fb much want to land, as to find fbme oppofition that might 
oblige him to tack about and return into the ports of Sicily. The ufual 
accidents that happen at fea fumifhed him with one to his mind, for 
there rofe in the night aftrong gale of wind mixed with rain, which blew 
with fo much violence, that the vant-guard, commanded by Cardona, 
was foparated from the reft of the fleet. The weather provmg calm in 
the morning, the viceroy difpatched fbme light frigates to learn whi- 
ther the wind had driven him, but they not meeting with any account 
of him, he tacked about a focond time, and flood away for Sicily, dou- 
bled cape Paffaro, and put in at Paffal, where Cardona, who had been 
in queft of him to no purpofo at Goza, came up and joined him ; but 
he had firft landed his troops. Every body then began to doubt of the 
fuccour, and they faid publickly, that if it were poflible to fa ve Malta, 
nothing but the invincible valour of the knights could effeft it. Such of 
them as were on board the fleet, openly expreffod their deteftation of 
the viceroy’s timorous prudence, and the exceflive precaution he ufed j 
and to make the misfortune ftill greater, above one thoufand five hun- 
dred foldiers deforted, fo that the army was in a few days reduced to 
lefs than fix thoufand men. The viceroy, ftartled at fo confiderable a 
defortion, relapftd into his ufual irrefolution : upon which he called a 
council of war, where he again propofed to them whether or no it might 
be proper to attempt the relief of Malta. Whilft they were debating 
this queftion, a great noife of confiifod voices and cries was heard at the 
council-door, demanding that they fhould let fail immediately. The 
general officers, who out of complaifance to the viceroy had given their 
opinion in a doubtful and ambiguous manner, were well enough pleafed 
to foe the foldiers, who had no meafores to keep, come and explain their 
real fontiments in a bolder manner. The viceroy, by the air of their 
countenance, and the filence they kept in the midft of a tumult which 
their own foldiers had raifed, eafily penetrated their real intentions. He 
flood out no longer. So that he might no longer refill the real fontiments 
and wifhes of the council and the whole army, they re-imbarked on 
Vol. II. ♦ I the 
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John DEthe fixth, and arrived the fame day in the afternoon within fight of 

t a V a- Malta. All the fleet fhouted for joy when they entered the ttreight 
or c hannel of Goza : but the viceroy, not willing to run the hazard of 
landing in the night, they, by his orders, came to an anchor, and ran- 
ged themfelves near the little ifles of Comino and Commote. The 
next day in the morning, being the fovcnth, the fleet put into the road 
of Melecca, and landed all the troops, arms, ammunition, and provi- 
fions defigned for the re-inforcement. The viceroy went afhore to re- 
view them, and as foon as he had feen them on their march towards 
the Notable city, he re-imbarked according to his matter's orders, and 
returned to Sicily. But he, before his departure, at his taking leave 
of the general officers, promifed to bring them, by the thirteenth or 
fourteenth of the month, a re-inforcement of four thoufand men more 
which he expected from Italy, and which, as he told them, were by 
that time landed at Meflina. There arrived likewifo, at the fame time, 
foveral young french noblemen and gentlemen, who flocked thither out 
of an eager defire to fignalize their courage againtt the infidels. Among 
thefe, fays M. de Thou, they reckoned Philip, ion to Peter Strozzi a 
marfhal of Prance ; Timoleon of Cofte Briffac, foil to another marlhal 
•t»f France; Roger de Saint Larry of Bellegarde; Peter de Bourdeilles 
of Brantome ; Hardouin de Villiers, Lord la Riviere ; and a few days 
before them, Rene le Voycr, vifcount Paulmi, and baillifof Touraine, 
had landed in that ifland, in order to go to the fuccour of an order 
which for three hundred years paft had reckoned foveral of his anceftors 
in the number of its moft illuftrious knights. All thefo young noble- 
men were eager to embark with the new re-inforcement which was ex- 
pected from Italy. 

Mustapha and Piali, on the report of their fpies, had always 
imagined, that the viceroy’s view in affembling together all the fhips 
and gallies that were in the ports of Sicily, was only to try the fate of 
a foa engagement, in order to open himfelf a way for the landing of his 
fuccours in the great port at the foot of the cattle of St. Angelo. But 
the bafha, to defeat his defign, had a few days before barred up the en- 
trance of it with a chain of fail-yards, piles, and boats : and ever flnce 
the chriftian fleet had firft appeared off Linofa, the turkifh admiral, 
with all his naval force, had lain continually at anchor before the great 
port, in order to hinder the chriftians from entering it. 

The landing of the fuccours in a quite contrary part of the ifland, 
threw both the generals into a terrible confternation : they were every 
moment afraid of being attacked by the principal forces of Chriftendom; 
fo that without informing themfelves, according to the rules of war, 
of the number of men that were in the re-inforcement, they raifed the 
fiege in a hurry, drew their garrifon out of fort St. Elmo, left their 
heavy cannon behind, and imbarked with a precipitation which differed 
very lttle from a downright flight. The bafha was Ho fooner aboard, 
but he grew aihamed of having fuffered himfelf to be furprized by fo 
fudden a terrour. A flave, who had made his efcape out of the great 
town, added greatly to his confufion, by telling him, that the re-inforce- 
ment which had made fixteen thoufand men take to their heels, did not 
confift of above fix thoufand, and thofe too haraffed by the voyage, 
having no general at their head, and commanded only by officers who 
were independent from one another, and not well united among them- 
felves ; and that it was believed, that were they to fee the turks in their 
firft pofts, they would not dare to quit the rocks and paffes in which 
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they had intrenched themfelves. But the advice came too late, and the John d a 
infidels, unlds they had been minded to begin the liege a-new, could £ A 
not depend upon their lines and intrenchments. 

The grand mafter no lboner law them gope off, and bufy in rc- 
imbarking, but he ordered their trenches to be filled up, and their 
works to be ruined. All the inhabitants, men, women, and children, 
and even the knights, worked at it day and night with that joy and 
alacrity which priloners feel when they are allowed to knock off their 
fetters. The grand mailer at the lame time lent a garriion into fort St. 

Elmo, and the turks faw from on board their fleet, the llandard of St. 

John again fet up, to their infinite grief and confufion. 

The balha, who was afraid his head would anfwer for his ill lutcels, 
and that the liiltan would reproach him with not having dared to look 
his enemies in the face, fummoned a council of war, and a long debate 
inlued about the mealixres proper to be taken. The viceroy of Algiers 
was of opinion, that they Ihould land the troops again, and advance to 
attack the enemy. He reprefented to the balha, that in cafe they were 
no more than fix thoufand men, he might fight them with double that 
number ; that if he Ihould get tne better, which he might juftly exped, 
his vidory would prevent the fecond re-inforcement that the viceroy of 
Sicily was to bring, from entering the illand ; and that the knights, who 
were quite Ipent, as well as reduced to a fmall number, and in great 
want of foldiers, would be forced to capitulate. Piali, who was jealous 
of Mullapha’s credit, an<J was not forry that he had mifearried in his 
enterprize, was of a different opinion, and faid, That after they had loft 
the flower of the ottoman army, it would be dangerous to expofe what 
was left of their troops, and they difpirited aiid haraffed by a ldng liege* 
to an engagement of a frefh body of men who word impatient of fight- 
ing. But the opinion of the viceroy of Algiers, in favour of which the 
balha had declared, carried it by two votes, fo that the landing was re- 
folved on } and the balha, enraged at himfelf for having railed the liege 
in luch a hurry, and terribly afraid of the reception he Ihould meet 
with at the port, in cafe he returned unluccelsful, refolved either to 
conquer, or die at the head of his troops, rather than be put to death by 
the infamous hand of an executioner. Upon which he immediately 
went alhore himfelf, but he could hardly prevail with his foldiers to 
leave the Ihips. They all made heavy complaints, at their being forced, 
after fo tedious and bloody a liege, to return back again to the llaughter. 

They were obliged to be tom in a manner from on board, and their 
officers cbuld not get them to go a - Ihore without ufing violence; 

' The balha marched with the bell part of them towards the Notable- 
city, where he flattered himfelf he Ihould meet the chriftians. And, in 
order to fecUre his retreat on board his Ihips in cafe of ill liiccels, he left 
the viceroy of Algiers, at the head of fifteen hundred men by the fea* 
fide. Piali, who, ever lince the knights had taken poffeflion of fort St. 

Elmo, could not continue arty longer in port Muzet, in concert with 
thefe two generals, put in with his fleet into the road of St. Paul; 

The balha, after having thus fettled matters, advanced in fearch of 
the re-inforcement. Afcarno della Coma, who a&ed as inajor-general, 
had intrenched it on an hill which was very difficult of accels, by reafon 
of the defiles or narrow paffages that furrounded it. 

The grand mailer, ever attentive in dbferving all the motions of 
the infidels, fent advice to the chriilian generals, that the turks were 
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e advancing forward in order to fall upon them with all their forces. 
L ‘Upon which they immediately called a council of war. Alcanio was 
of opinion, that they fhould wait the coming up of the enemy in their 
camp, representing, that it would be impomble for the turks to attack 
a place in front which was fo Strong by its fituation, without expofing 
themfelves to all the fire of their artillery ; that they were covered by 
the city on that fide, and on the other, by a monastery that was for* 
tified by nature, in which they had thrown a body of troops, and that 
the infidels mult pals under all their fire before they could foil upon his 
camp ; that as the enemy had brought no provisions nor equipages' 
along with them, they could not polfibly flay long in the plain, as 
they would be fb much expofed to the exceffive heat of the fun, and 
that after a few light skirmifhes they, without running any hazard, 
would force them to retire and imbark on board their Ships again. 

But Alvarez de Sande, the mod considerable officer in all the ar- 
my, was of a contrary opinion, and in all probability had a mind, by 
giving a bold advice, and fuitable to his courage, to wipe out the re- 
membrance of that which he had given out of complaiSance for the 
viceroy in the council held at Meflma, where he had oppoled the Send- 
ing of any fuccour to Malta ; and therefore now declared, that his 
opinion was, they Should draw the whole army out of the camp, and 
march down the hill to meet the enemy. “ We are not advanced So 
“ forward, (replied he to Afcanio) to run no hazard, and remain idle 
u fpe<ftators of a new Storm, which the infidels, if they fee they can- 
*< not force our intrenchments, will probably attempt upon the great 
“ town or the caftle of St. Michael. We cannot tell how manfully the 
“ turks may behave when urged by defpair : and what a Shame will it 
a be for us to Hand looking on whilft they are carrying thole places, 
“ which after all have no walls nor any fortifications left, but the bo- 
“ dies only of the knights who defend them } ” 

O f thefe two opinions propoSed in the council of the chriftians, the 
one was Safe, and the other more daring, but at the Same time more 
glorious for him who gave it. Moft of the officers were for the latter ; 
and the knights, who came in the ficilian Sleet, were particularly eager 
for their coming to an engagement. There were at leaft two hundred 
knights and commanders ; and there was hardly one of the latter but 
what had brought with him feveral volunteers who were either his 
iriends or relations, and a pretty good number of Soldiers : theSe, uni- 
ted, formed one of the ftrongeft battallions of the army ; and they de- 
clared, that in cafe the troops did not quit their intrenchments, they 
were relblved, though they were all to periih to the laft man, to break 
through the enemy’s army, and throw themfelves into the places be- 
sieged. 

But they were not obliged to come to Such a Sad extremity, for de 
Sande carried it by plurality of voices. Upon which he marched down 
into the plain at the head of the battalion of the order, followed by all 
the troops, and by Afcanio himfelf, who after having protested againft 
the ill confequences that might happen from an enterprize which he 
termed ralh, was nevertheless reiblved to Share in the danger : with a 
pike in his hand he mixed among the knights, fought in the firlt ranks, 
and manifested by his bravery, that thole who are Sometimes accufed of 
too much circumspection in council, are not upon that account lets va- 
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liant in a&ion. The chriftians fought with great courage and refolu- Johm os 
tion. De Sande, at the head of the knights, made a furious charge 
upon the infidels, whilft Vitelli attacked them in flank. The turkifh 
fbldiers, who had been dragged againft their wills to the engagement, 
either out of refentment againft their general, or becaufe they were 
quite fpent with the hear, were fo far from making any gallant efforts 
to obtain the vitftory, that they hardly fo much as fought. The great- 
eft part of them fired only one volley, and finding themfelves briskly 
attacked by the chriftians, they broke, and fhamefully took to their 
heels. The bafha feeing himlelf delerted by his men, was reduced, in 
fpite of his courage, to the fad neccffity of following the cowards, for 
fear of falling into the hands of the chriftians. It is laid, that he was fo 
confufed ana perplexed at the defeat of his troops, that as he was ma- 
king off, he fell twice from his horfe, and would have certainly been 
taken, had not fome officers ventured their lives or liberties to fave him, 
by halting to give him time to remount on horfeback. 

The chriftians purfued the infidels briskly ; their eagernefs to pur- 
fue the enemy made them infenfible to the burning heat of the fun.' 

The greateft part of the knights who were heavy armed, threw off their 
cuiraflcs, in order to purfue the turks the clofer ; and though moft of 
the infidels they came up with were unable to make the leaft refiftance, 
but lay extended on the ground, half dead with thirft and wearinefe, 
they neverthelefs put them all to the fword. It was with infinite diffi- 
culty and a confiderable lofs, that the turks made a fhift to get to the 
fea-fide. Hitherto the chriftians had found it more difficult to come up 
with their enemies than to fight them ; but as the Iighteft and nimbleft 
of them, flufhed with their vidtory, and eager to purfue the run-aways, 
had broke their ranks, and run up and down without any order, the 
viceroy of Algiers, who lay concealed behind the point of a rock, fal- 
lied out of his ambulh with his troops, and feeing they were but few 
in number, fell upon them, killed feveral of them, and took the cheva- 
liers Marc de Toledo, Peter de Yala, Ribatajada, and an englifh knight 
whofe name is not mentioned, prifoners. But happily Alvarez de Sande 
came up before the combat was ended, with fome battalions, who 
charged the Algerines defperately ; and the reft of the chriftian troops 
coming up one after another, they carried all before them, cut to pieces 
all fuch as offered to refift, refeued the prifoners, and the turks, whom 
fear had already vanquifhed, left off fighting, and fled to their fhips 
which gave occafion to a new kind of fighting. 

Admiral Piali, in order to favour the retreat of the turks, did 
not only make ufe of the artillery of his gallies, but had lined the fhore 
with fhallops manned with his beft musketeers, who made a continual 
fire upon the chriftians. But the knights and fbldiers, in their eager- 
nefs to purfue their enemies, and vexation to fee any of them efcape, 
followed them into the fea, in contempt of the fire and other dangers 
with which they were threatened ; and fome of them running up al- 
moft breaft high into the water, killed the turks with the fhot from 
their fmall arms, juft as they were getting into their gallies. Hiftorians 
tell us, that the turks loft in thefc feveral combats, and during the 
courfe of the fiege, at leaft thirty thoufand men. The admiral, after 
having taken on board the poor remains of this once formidable army, 
let fail, and flood away for Sicily. The viceroy, feeing from the ca- 
flle of* Syragoffa the turkifh fleet pafs by, was informed without an 

* It is the old Syracufe, now called in the language of the country, Saragofla. 
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|ohm PMJtprefs of the happy iuccefe-of his je-inforcementy and, ,the railing of 

* A the liege. 

The grand feignior was prodigioufly troubled when he received that 
news ; he threw the letter he received from Muftapha on that fubje<£ 
upon the ground, and (lamping upon it, cried out. That his enterpri- 
(es never lucceeded but when he himfelf went in perfon, and that he 
would ablolutely go the next fpring to Malta, when he would put all 
the knights and inhabitants to the (word. However, that he might not 
leflen the reputation of his arms, and in order to amufe the people, 
who are ever fond of being deceived, he, inftcad of following the bar- 
barous policy of his predeceflors, who u(ed to punilh the ill fucceft of 
their generals as a crime, ordered it to be given out at Conllantinople, 
that the balha had reduced the ifland, and brought away the greateft 
partofthe knights and people as captives ; but that as he had not thought 
proper to leave any of his troops in garrilbn upon a rock, and in a lit- 
tle delcrt ifland at fuch a diftance, he had blown up all the forts and 
deflroyed the houfes, and that in calc any chriftian corfairs Ihould be 
rafli enough to return thither again, they would always be a prey to his 
fleets, and lie expofed to the mercy of every potentate who (hould 
have fleets out at fea. 

However exaggerated thefe reports might be, ’tis certain, that 
after the fiege was railed, the city, or what they called the great town 
of Malta, had lefs the air of a place which had been well defended, 
than of a city taken by dorm ; and which had been demolilhed, plun- 
dered, and deflroyed, and abandoned by the enemy. More than two 
hundred and fixty knights had been killed in the leveral aflaults: and 
’tis computed that eight thouland men, either (oldiers or inhabitants, 
periflied in the fiege : and when the turks went offi there was fcarce in 
the great town and the caftle of St. Michael, including the knights, 
fix hundred men able to bear arms, mod of whom were covered with 
wounds. 

This great lols was alcribed not only to the valour of the turks, 
but alio to the affe&ed delays of the viceroy : his very name was had 

in deteftation by all the knights of the leveral nations of Chriftendom 4 
the grand mailer likewife complained of him afterwards to the pope. 
His holinefs wrote to the like effc& to the king of Spain ; and though 
the viceroy in all this conduft had only followed the private orders he 
had received from him, nevertheleft Philip, in order to prevent any room 
for. lulpicion, condemned thole delays publickly, and lometime after- 
wards removed the viceroy ftom Sicily ; and notwithllanding his ha- 
ving received great fervices ftom him, he nevertheieft let him linger out 
the remainder of his days at Naples in oblcurity, without giving him 
the leall lhare in the government. 

Whilst the auxiliary loldiers, who had relieved the place, were 
retired near the Notable-city, in order to refrelh thcmfclves after the 
flight of the turks, the principal officers and all the knights, who came 
with the re-inforcement, went to the great town to pay their compli- 
ments to the grand mailer. They were welcomed by him, by the 
knights of the place, and by all the inhabitants, as their deliverers. 
The knights embraced one another with great affe&ion and tendernefs ; 
but when they came to call to mind the iofs they liad lately fuf- 
tained, by the death of the moft illuftrions and bravefl knights of the 
order, and confidered the deplorable condition of the places which had 
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been befieged, the walls and fortifications in ruins ; the artillery for Jo-hh u* 
rhe moil part difmounted ; the houfes either demolilhed or ready to fall ; £ * ^ A ' 
the magazines without powder, ammunition, or provifions ; the inha- 
bitants pale and ghaftly ; the knights and the grand mailer himfclf, with 
their beards and hair rough and neglected, and their cloaths dirty and 
in a flovenly condition, like men that had Icarce been in bed for four 
months together, and feveral of thole brave knights Hill wearing the 
honourable bandages which covered their wounds. This moving lpec- 
tacle drew tears from their eyes, fo much were they affe&ed, either 
with the remembrance of pall dilafters, or with joy that Malta had been 
laved at lall ; and, in order to perpetuate the memory of the great 
events that had happened there ; as the great town had been the prin- 
cipal feene of them, they gave it the name of the Victorious City, which 
it fltill retains to this day. 

’Twas there the grand mailer entertained the generals of the auxi- 
liary troops, lodging them in thole places which had been leatl dama- 
ged by the turkilh artillery : they were treated in an honourable man- 
ner, and with as much plenty as could be expected in a place that had 
but juft luftained a fiege for four months together. The grand mailer’s 
obliging behaviour, and the example of his frugality, made amends for 
what was wanting in the delicacy of their cheer ; and when they came 
to take leave of him, he made them very handfome prefents, and dis- 
tributed confiderable lums of money among their loldiers. The trea- 
lury of the order was now quite drained, and la Valette referved no- 
thing as it were but the hopes of filling it again afterwards with the 
plunder of the infidels : it was indeed a pretty lure fund, and had never 
failed them for leveral ages together. 

The news of the defeat of the turks was loon Ipread over all Chrif- 
tendom ; it occafioned an univerlal joy, and was celebrated with illumi- 
nations, bonfires, and publick thankigivings. The name of la Valette 
was renowned in all nations, elpecially in Italy and Spain, whole in- 
habitants were obliged to the knights for the guard and protection of 
their maritime provinces. Pope Pius IV, and Philip II king of Spain, 
who were the moll interefted in the prelervation of a place that was of 
fuch lervice to them, gave to its intrepid defender the moll honourable 
teftimonies of their efteem and gratitude. 

The governour of Rome, by his holinefs’s order, notified the rai* 
ling of the fiege of Malta to the Romans by the dilcharge of all his ar^- 
tillery, by bonfires and illuminations, which were made all over the 
city. The day was kept as a publick feftival ; the magiftrates did no 
bufinefs ; the tradelmen Ihut up their Ihops ; in Ihort, there was no 
place open but the churches, into which the people flocked in crouds, 
in order to return God thanks for the happy fuccels. All the inhabi- 
tants of Spain and Italy, whole fortunes lay on the fea*coaft, thought 
themfelves, after railing of the fiege, lecure from the deicents and in- 
curfions of the corfairs. 

But Pius IV, that his acknowledgments might not confift meerJy in 
empty praile, lent the grand mailer word, of his being refolved to make 
him immediately a cardinal. But at the return of the exprels, they 
were liirprized to hear that he had excufed himfelf from accepting a 
dignity, which had ever been confidered as the teftimony and reward 
of merit, fometimes indeed the price of favour, but always the objed 
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John » * of the ambition of the greateft prelates,- and fought for as an honour by 
t a V A- t jj e f ons of kings* The reafon which ia Valette gave for his declining 

V./VSJ it, was, that he was afraid of confounding the dignity of grand mailer 
and cardinal together, two great offices, which, he faid, required diffe- 
rent funXions, and which inilead of fupporting, would, on the contra- 
ry, be ever interfering with one another. There were fome, who cal- 
ling to mind that the grand mailer d’AubuiTon had made no fuch icru- 
ple, took occafion, from Valette’s refilling it, to commend him very 
much upon that account, and to afcribe it to his great modeily : others 
fulpeXed that there was as much policy as modeily in his refufal, and 
that the grand mailer, juftly looking upon himielf as a fovcrcign prince, 
fancied he ihould leifen his dignity, was he to accept of one that was 
fobordinate. But whatever were his motives, he deiired his holinels to 
bellow that honour upon one of his brothers, who was biihop ofVa- 
bres ; but the pope’s death happening foon after, hindered the french 
prelate from reaping any benefit from the grand mafier’s recommen- 
dation. 

I n the firil tranfports of joy, which the brave defence made by la 

Valette, and the railing of the liege, occafioned over all Europe, and 
efpecially in Italy, nothing could hardly have been refufed to a man 
whom they looked upon as theheroe of Chriilendom : he received com- 
pliments from all quarters upon his fuccefs. The king of Spain, who, 
as Malta iecured his kingdoms of Sicily and Naples, was particularly 
concerned in its prefervation, fent him the commander Maldonat, to 
prelent him in full council with a fword and a dagger, the hilt of which 
was of mafiy gold let with diamonds : and in a kind of harangue which 
he made on this occafion, he laid, that the king his mailer confidering 
him as one of the greateft captains of the age, defired him to employ 
thole arms for the defence of Chriilendom. 

Notwithstanding the grand mailer received at the lame time com- 
pliments of the like nature from moft of the princes of Europe, yet 
thefo honourable deputations could not fecure the fears he juftly enter- 
tained of what might afterwards happen. The fiege indeed was railed 
and the enemy was retired, but then they were making new prepara- 
tions in the port of Conftantinople. All the news that -came from the 
eaft, brought repeated aflurances that the grand foignior being enraged 
at the ill luccefs of his arms under Muftapha’s conduit, had declared 
that he himfelf would go in perfon the next fpring, at the head of a 
formidable army, in order to fall upon Malta. And in what a condition 
had his troops, though they had not taken the places they had befieged, 
left the whole illand? The country was deftitute of inhabitants, the 
villages and hamlets were moft of them burnt ; the great town, where 
the convent refided, and the forts of St. Elmo and St. Michael were 
left without walls ; their fortifications ruined ; the artillery either de- 
mounted or burft ; the houfes demolilhed, the citterns without water; 
the magazines empty, no provifions for their liipport, nor money to 
buy any ; few foldiers, and ftill fewer knights left in the forts. Malta, 
in this deplorable condition, appeared to him as much in danger as it 
had been during the fiege. 

These difinal reflexions would not fuffer him to take any reft, 
when communicating his fontiments to fome old commanders who fym- 
pathized with him in his uneafinels, they thought it advifable for them 
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to abandon an ifland which they could never be able to defend, and John di 
tranfport the convent to Sicily. But la Valette, excited by the glory ‘ 

he had acquired in Malta, refolved to bury himfelf under its ruins ra- > — ' 

ther than leave it ; when at laft, the extremity to which he was reduced, 
put him upon expedients which nothing but deipair could juftify, and 
which a great many generals would have lcrupled to make ufo of. 

The grand feignor could not come to Malta, without a ftrong fleet 
fuitable to his dignity, and fuHicient to tranfport the troops he intended 
to employ in that expedition. They were continually at work for that 
purpofe in the arfonal of Conftantinople, and a good number of gallies 
and galiots were already on the flocks. The grand mafler knowing this 
armament was defigned againft him, found means to get the arfenal 
fot on fire ; the force of the powder blew up the magazines ; moil of 
the gallies, which were not yet finifhed, were continued ; and a great 
number of workmen perifhed in the flames. The author of this enter- 
prize was not known for a long time ; however, it anfwered his end, 
and the war of Malta was put off to another time. Solyman, not 
finding himfelf in a condition to fit out a fleet, fuitable to the enter- 
prize, and fuperiour to that of the chriflians, turned his Arms againft 
Hungary, and ended his days at the fiege of Sigeth. Selimus the 
focond, his fon, afterwards declared war againft the Venetians ; and a 
certain hiftorian fays, it was only by way of reprifals for the burning 
of the arfenal of Conftantinople, that he got the arfenal of Venice fet 
on fire a little before his invafion of Cyprus. 

The grand mafler, feeing that he had nothing to fear from Solyman, 
at leaft for the enfuing campaign, refolved to employ the time allowed 
him, in repairing the feveral fortifications the turks had ruined ; and for 
the better fccurity of both the ports, propofed the building a new fortr^fs 
in the peninfula, which feparates them from one another. We have 
juft now obforved, that of all the feveral places which had been fortified 
before the fiege, there was none of them better fituated than fort St. 

Elmo ; efpecially if it had been built more regularly. It was in a man- 
ner the key of both ports : The grand mafler, without neglecting to 
take care of the other ports, formed a defign of enlarging this, and of 
adding new works to it ; and refolved likewile to build a town upon the 
fame neck of land, to ftrengthen it with all the fortifications that art 
could poflibly invent, and to make it the refidence of the knights. 

His opinion was, that they would be much fafer there than in the Great 
town, which was commanded on all Tides by the rocks and hills with 
which it was furrounded. 

For the execution of this project great fupplies were neceflary, 
which could only be expe&ed from the principal fbvereigns of Chriften- 
dom. The grand mafler font embafladors to the pope, to the kings of 
France, Spain, and Portugal ; and to foveral italian potentates, to repre- 
prefont to them, that the late laving of Malta, by the gallant defence 
that was made, would be of little ufo, if care was not taken for its 
future focurity, by immediate repairing the fortifications of thofo places 
which had been ruined by the artillery of the turks. Thefo minifters 
had likewife orders, to acquaint them with la Valette’s defign of buil- 
ding a new city ; to fhew them the plan he had drawn of it ; and to 
defire from them at the fame time the fupplies neceflary for letting about 
luch a confiderable work. All thefe princes gave frefh applaufe to the 
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a grand mailer’s zeal ; and in order to a flirt him in the undertaking, the 
popepromiled him 15-000 crowns; the king of France 140000 livers, 
which were to be railed out of the tithes of his kingdom ; Philip II. 
90000 livers j and the king of Portugal 30000 cruladoes : Befldes which, 
mod of the commanders of the order made very generous contributions 
out of their own private fortunes, and fold even their richeft furniture 
and effe&s, the money arifing from which, they remitted to Malta. 

The grand mailer, encouraged by thele fupplies, fent for engineers 
and workmen from feveral parts of Italy . When the lines for the new 
city and fortifications were marked out, la Valette went in his robes, 
attended by the council, and all the knights, in great ceremony, to 
mount Sceberras, where he laid the firft ftone of the new city, upon 
which the order of council was engraved in latin, almoft in thele 
words: “ The moft illuftrous and moll reverend lord, brother John 
“ de la Valette, grand mailer of the order of St. John of Jerulalem, 
“ both holpitaller and military, confidering all the perils to which his 
“ knights and people of Malta were expofed at the laft fiege by the in- 
“ fidels ; and having, with the approbation of the council of the 
“ order, and for the better oppofing any new enterprizes from thofe 
“ barbarians, refolved to build a town upon mount Sceberras } the laid 
u grand mailer has this day, being thurlaay, the twenty-eighth of the 
u month of March, of the prefent year 1566 (after having called upon 
“ the holy name of God, and belought the interceflion of the holy 
“ virgin his mother, and of St. John Baptift, titulary patron of the 
“ order, to obtain the bleffing of heaven upon this important work 5 ) 
“ laid the firrt (lone of it, with his arms, which are a lion d’or in a 
*■ field gules engraved upon it ; and the new town, by his order, has 
“ been named the City of la Valette.” 

T o perpetuate, to the moft diftant pofterity, the memory of lo re- 
markable an event, they threw on the foundation a great quantity of 
gold and filver medals, on which the new city was reprelented, with 
this infeription, MELIT A RENASCENS, Malta lpringing up 
again, and in the exerge they put the day and year of its foundation. 

As fbon as the ceremony was over, the work began again, and was 
carried on with the utmoft application ; every one in his way, and with- 
out any diftin&ion of the richeft citizen from the pooreft inhabitant, 
employed himfelf with that pleafure and eagernefs with which a work 
is followed when the common fafety depends wholly upon it. The 
commander de la Fontaine, a perfon much efteemed for his skill in for- 
tification, had the principal diredion, and a kind of foperintendency 
over all the works. Every knight contributed to it according as he was 
qualified : Some went with the gallies of the order, to fetch materials 
from different ports of Sicily and Italy ; others went no farther than 
Meffina and Syracufe, whilft others again parted as far as Lyons to have 
the artillery new caft. Several worked at the head of a great number 
of pioneers in filling up the trenches, or clearing the breaches of the 
rubbilh of the wall which the cannon had beat down ; and others 
took care to get ftones carried for repairing the old fortifications or 
building new ones. 

In this military republick every one was in adion, every one at 
work ; the grand mafter in particular, for near two years together, never 
left the workmen he employed in the new city ; he fpent whole days 
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among them, and eat his meals in the midft of the carpenters and mafoos, John be 
as if he had been one of their number ; and fo intent was he upon for- ^ * T ^ A ’ 
warding the work, that he frequently gave his audiences and orders 
there. 

In this multitude and variety of bufinefs which he had upon his 
hands, nothing gave him greater uneafineft than the want of money for 
* paying the workmen ; the receivers of the order in the provinces be- 
yond fea, not being always fo regular as they ihould be in remitting it. 

The grand matter, to fupply this defe<ft, coined fome braft money, which 
he made of different value, according to the fize of the pieces. On one 
fide there were two hands joined together, and on the other the arms 
of la Valette, quartered with thofe of the order, and for the legend 
thefe latin words, NON JES, SED FIDES. “ Do not regard fb 
u much the metal, as the inviolable promife given you to take it again.” _ 

And in fad, as foon as ever they had money, they did not fail to call 
in thefe pieces ; and by this exadnefs their credit was fo well cftablifh- 
ed among the people, that the work was not once difcontinued, or even 
flackned. 


I n the midft of thefe cares, fo worthy of a prince and an illuftrious 
warriour, there arofe fome troubles which difturbed the tranquillity of 
the government : For fome young fpanifh knights, fancying any liber- 
ties might be allowed in the midft of the rejoycings which the defeat of 
the turks occafioned, confirmed their time in foafting and drinking, 
which they often intermixed wirh fatyrical fongs ; and wherein, under 
a pretence of being witty, and of throwing out their jefts, they attacked 
the reputation of the braveft knights, and the honour of the principal 
ladies of Malta. Thefe fongs were foon made publick, and complaint 
was made about them to the grand mafter, who, as he was a ftrid ob- 
ferver of exad difeipline, conceived a very juft indignation at the 
hearing of thefe irregularities, and accordingly directed the council and 
principal officers of the order to examine into them. The authors of 
thefe defamatory libels were difcovered, and a profecution was carried 
on againft them. Whilft they were going on with it in foil council, 
thefe young libertines, forgetting the refpeft they owed to the grand 
mafter, who prefided there in perfon, broke into the chamber, fhatch- 
ed the pen out of the vice-chancellor’s hand, with which he was writing 
the fentence pronounced againft the criminals, and threw his inkhorn 
out of the window: This being done, the mutineers flung out of the 
room, and by the help of their fecret accomplices and friends, got to 
the fea-fide, where they went on board fome light feluccas, and made 
their efeape to Sicily. The grand mafter, incenfcd at fuch an unprece- 
dented inforre&ion, degraded them from the order, and condemned 
them, in cafe of their being taken, to perpetual imprisonment. He dif- 
patched, at the fame time, the chevalier Caprona to the viceroy of 
Sicily to demand them as rebels and deferters. But whatever real or 
pretended orders the viceroy might have iffued out, they either could 
not or would not find them. Thefe knights however did not ftay any 
time in Sicily ; for as they knew the grand matter's firm and inflexible 
temper, they thought it beft to retire into their refpedtive countries. 
They Battered themfelves, that as la Valette was very old, he might 
have a fuccefior who Ihould be lefs fevere, and perhaps have left credit ; 
that time would at leaft be of advantage to them, as it would wear off* 
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Ethe firft impreflions, and thereby Ietten the greatnefs of their of- 
A ' fence. 

l-> An affair of fo vexations a nature, and which at the fame time was 
fo dangerous a precedent, was fcarce over, when another happened that 
gave the grand matter ffefh uneafinefs. One Bonaccurfi, a florentine, 
who was lettled at Malta, had there married a young lady of exquifite 
beauty, and the grand matter’s god-daughter. She was originally of the 
ifle of Rhodes, defcended of thofe noble rhodians who came away with 
Lifle Adam, and followed the fortune of the order. 

The florentine, tranfported with rage and jealoufy, ttabbed his 
wife ; and notwithttanding all the endeavours the grand matter ufed to 
have him feized, his countrymen, whether knights or others, • found 
means, in order to lave him from the punifhment of the law. to fhip 
him off to Italy ; a country, where murders, occafioned by jealoufy, 
are oftner connived at than punifhed. The grand matter, in the midft 
of all the glory with which he was furrounded, was full of the highett 
refentments at the infults with which private men dared to wound his 
fovereigu authority. As he was inviolably attached to the obfervance 
of the laws, was a true judge of merit, and a fevere avenger of guilt, he 
neither fuffered virtue to pafs without a recompence, nor faults without 
chaftifement. Thefe great qualities made him equally dreaded and re- 
fpedied ; and it was never known during his adminiftration, that either 
credit and favour had any weight with him ; or that he was ever liberal 
or munificent but to thele only who juftly merited it. 

This laudable fteadinefs however embroiled him with the pope, 
and occafioned a new fiibje<tt of difeontent, which did not a little con- 
tribute to the fhortning of fo illuttrious a life. Some cardinals thirft- 
ing after the great eftates which the order poflefled in the feveral 
ftates of Chriftendom., and particularly in Rome and Italy, had infinu- 
ated to feveral popes, that the difpofal of the firft dignities of this mili- 
tary order belonged to them, as the firft fuperiours of the whole body. 
Upon this pretence, the popes had frequently conferred the grand 
priory of Rome upon cardinals their nephews, and exerted the pleni- 
tude of the power of the keys, in granting difpeufations to qualify them 
to pottefs that military dignity. Upon this principle, the priory of 
Rome had patted fucceflively through the hands of feveral perfons of 
the facred college. 

L a Va l ette could not bear to fee thismifapplication of the eftates 
of the order, without ufing his utmoft endeavours to redrefs it : he had 
no views, no paftion but what terminated in the glory and intereft of 
his order, which indeed may be laid to be thofe of Chriftendom ; fb 
that he could not forbear writing about it to his holinefs in very pref- 
fing terms. The pope, fince the railing of the liege of Malta, had lent 
him feveral briefs which were full of pompous declarations of hisefteem, 
and the deep fenfe he had of his fervices. The grand matter aofwered 
him, that all the recompence he defired was, that he would leave to his 
order the difpofal of the grand priory of Rome. Pius V finding his re- 
queft as dittnterefted with refpettt to himfelf, as it was juft with regard 
to his knights, allured him, by a particular brief, that he, whenever it 
ihould fall vacant, would not difturb the order in the enjoyment of its 
rights. Neverthelefs, cardinal Bernardini Salviati, who was then grand 
prioar of Rome, dying, Pius V. made no fcruple to confer that rich dig- 
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ftlcy upon cardinal Alexandrino his nephew, without (o much as fuB- t 0H J? 
je&ing him, as the other cardinal grand priours had been obliged, to “ v 
pay the ulual relponlions and quit-rents into the common trealury of 
the order. 

The grind mafter was fenfibly concern’d at this breach of promifej 
elpecially in a pope who was ftill holier by the purity of his morals 
and his eminent piety, than by his dignity, though it be the firft of the 
chriftian world. He immediately wrote to him on that fubjedi in very 
Warm terms ; and the chevalier ae Cambian, his embaffador, delivered 
his letter, in which he reprefented to him, that if the cardinals of every 
nation ihould feize on the moft conliderable eftates of the order, they 
Would be left without any fond to enable them, purfuant to the inten- 
tions of their founders* to defend the chriftian (hips and toafts, and to 
carry on the War againft the infidelSi The holy father was touched 
with the force of thele reafons, and feemed difpofed to reftore the prio- 
ry to the order : but as the terms of the grand matter’s letter were not 
guarded enough, and that the embattador had of his own head been lb 
imprudent as to dilpCrfe copies of it, the pope offended at this breach 
of relpe<ft, ordered Cambian not to come into his prefence. This gave 
the grand matter frelh uneafinefs, which added to the vexation the 
young knights had given him, threw him into a deep melancholy. 

La Va l e tt e, in order to divert it, got on horle-back a lew days 
afterwards, and being attended with his hunting - equipage, went to a 
plain near the lee - fhore of St. Paul, to araufe himfelf with hawking. 

But as that day, which was July the 19th, proved exceflive hot, he 
was (truck with a coup de loleil, which forced him to leave his (port, 
and occalioned a violent fever. A few days after, his illnefs not allow- 
ing him to apply himfelf fo much as was neceflary to the affairs of go- 
vernment, he empowered the lords of the council to take them into 
their hands. His diftemper lafted near three weeks longer, and grew 
daily more and more dangerous ; when at length finding his ftrength 
decay, and his end drawing near, he prepared himfelf for it like a good 
chriftian, and a true religious. He received all the facraments with 
great fervour and piety ; and as he had renounced all property, by the 
vow he made of poverty at his admiflion into the order, that he might 
die in the lame fentiments, he would not offer to make over any of his 
effe&s without the permiffion of the council, and therefore delired their 
leave to difpofe of fifty Haves that belonged to him, and likewife the 
fom of 12000 livres. Part of this money he employed in endowing 
a chappel which he had built in the new city, where he delired to be 
buried, and the reft he gave away in legacies to his fervants. 

H e afterwards lent for the lords of the council, and the principal 
commanders and knights, who were then at Malta, and exhorted them 
in the moft moving language, to maintain peace and unity among 
themfelves, and to be exalt in difeharging their vow of obedience to 
the grand mafter, who Ihould be chofen to focceed him. We are told 
that he recommended to their choice, brother Anthony de Toledo* 
grand priour of Caftile, as a man who was moft capable of fupporting 
the dignity of the order. He declared that he forgave the knights who 
had offended him, and delired the lords of the council to re-admit the 
young knights whom he had degraded of the habit, in cafe they thought 
it could be done without prejudice to their rules and infticutions : when 
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Joh s d e addrefling himlelf particularly to his nephews, he told them, that the 

i, a. V a- p ra &j ce c f all the virtues of their condition would be the only path 
that would lead them to thole dignities, and that confideration, which 
ambitious men endeavour lb eagerly to gain by cabals and the intcrell 
of the great. He then took leave of them all, and would not hear of 
any thing but what related to his falvation. A little after he felt the 
approaches of death ; this warriour, who, during his whole life-time, and 
in the midft of the greateft dangers, had faced death with fo much in- 
trepidity, is at this inftant leized with a religious terrour : they heard 
him call feveral times on his good angel for his adiftancc ; but thele 
clouds were foon blown over, and he lurmounred the horrours of this 
laft combat with an entire confidence of God’s mercy : his mind' was 
calmed, and the lerenity of it appeared in his countenance, when at 
laft calling devoutly on the holy name of J e s u s and Mary, he end- 
ed an illultrious life by a peaceable and chriftian death, upon the ilft 
of Auguft 15-68. His body was laid in the church of St. Laurence* in 
the chapel of St. Mary dc Philcrmo, till fuch time as it could be remo- 
ved into that of St. Mary of Vicftory, which he had ordered to be built 
in the new city of la Valetre, where he had defired to be buried ; and 
it was accordingly carried thither after the ele<ftion of his fucceflour. 

The convent met the next day to proceed to the election. Had 
the intentions of the laft grand mailer been followed, don Antonio 
de Toledo, of the lame family with the famous duke of Alva, w r ould 
have been chofen his fucccftbur. He was a knight of lingular valour, 
an excellent general ; was generous, liberal, arid what was ftill more 
confiderable, had a loul informed with the higheft fentiments of piety 
and religion, and was particularly llridt in the oblervancc of the rule 
aud ftatutes of the order, but with all thele Alining qualities a little too 
fond of his high birth. This turn of mind, which it is ever dangerous 
to difeover in a republick compoled of nobility and gentry ; a certain 
air of haughtinefs which he affe<fted ; the very recommendation of la 
Valette, which becaule of the ftri<ftnefs of his adminiftration, was dis- 
agreeable to feveral knights ; all thele circumftances gave them realon 
to apprehend that Toledo would relcmble him as much in his fteadi- 
nefs as he did in his valour, which for that reafon turned all the votes 
of the aflembly another way. There were levcral candidates, all of 
them great erodes, of the firft and molt ancient knights of the order. 

S t. Clement afpired to this dignity : he was a Ipanilh knight, pilier 
of the language cf Arragon ; his age, his long refidence in the convent, 
his modefty, and his having part through molt of the dignities of the 
order, might have naturally led him to the firft ; but his exceflive ava- 
rice, and his fordid niggardlinefs in houfe-keeping, which the knights 
of his inn had been fenfible of to their coll, made him lb odious and 
inlupportable, that they would not fo much as hear of his pretenfions. 

There were at that time in Malta two great erodes, the one a 
frenchman, called la Motte, the other a Ipaniard, whole name was 
Maldonat, both of them intimate friends : they had often been out a 
cruifing together ; were both men of courage, and from a fimilitudc of 
tempers aud inclinations had made as it were a kind of partnerlhip of 
the glory and profit which accrued to them from their captures. Thele 
two commanders, even in la Valette’s life-time, feeing him advan- 
ced in years, and worn out with the fatigues of war, formed a project 
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for making the grand maltcrlhip fall, after his death, to fome great crols,JonN 
who Ihould be chiefly obliged to them for it. With this view thcy, LA ^a- 
from that time, made it their bufincls to gain friends and creatures, and 
to make thcmfclves the heads of a party who fhould have a great fway 
in the ele&ion. La Motte, who was polite, infatuating, and good- 
natured, found no difficulty in gaining over a great many friends. Mal- 
donat was not poffcffcd of thefe qualities, and was naturally proud and 
haughty : but then he l'upplied thefe defers by the franknefs of his 
temper, the fums he gcncroufly fpent , his liberality, and the good 
offices which he did thole knights who had ferved under him, and in 
the gallies which he commanded. The day of the election being fixed, 
they went the evening before to the commander dc Rivallc’s : this gen- 
tleman was of the illullrious houfc of Urfmi ; was at that time great 
admiral of the order ; at the head of the language of Italy ; and had 
moreover a great number of creatures and partilans. Rivalle, imagin- 
ing he Ihould infallibly be elected, received them in his bed, and upon 
their offering him their own votes, and thole of their friends, he an- 
fwered them only with a pretended moderation, and with an air that 
was cold enough. Upon which the two commanders went out of his 
apartment, dilgulted at the myftcrious air he affedted, and affronted at 
his having received them in bed. Maldonat, who was naturally hot 
and proud, could not forbear laying, that he Ihould be very much fur- 
prized, if a man who had kept his bed fo late on the eve of the elec- 
tion, Ihould be chofe grand mailer the next day. 

The two commanders gave their friends an account of the haughty 
reception they had met with from the admiral, upon which they agreed 
to give their votes for fome other pcrlbn. Maldonat endeavoured at this 
meeting to gain over the votes of the company for himfelf ; but the 
knights knowing his imperious temper, did not think him a fit man to 
prefidc over perlons of quality, who had been brought up in a Ipirit of 
liberty. They gave him however fome hopes, but that only in gene- 
ral terms, and he foon perceived that his moll intimate friends would 
fail him ou this occafion : la Motte likewife advifed him to dcfill from 
an attempt that could not poffibly fucceed, whereupon they agreed to- 
gether to declare in favour of the chevalier dc Monte, grand priour of 
Capua, who was one of the candidates for the election, and had a con- 
fiderable party in his intcrell, They, in their refentment againll Ri- 
vallc, had pitched upon Monte, in hopes that as they were all of the 
language of Italy, they might for that reafon draw off* a good number of 
the votes of that language from him. Accordingly the two friends went 
to hishoule. This gentleman had palled through all the employments 
and diguities of the order ; had been general of the gallies, admiral, go- 
vernour of the callle of St. Angelo, and of the peninfula de la Sangle, 
where he had acquired no fmall lhare of glory in the lall fiegc. La 
Motte and Maldonat met with him in his hall, l'urrounded with a great 
number of knights. They, in like manner, as they had done to Ri- 
valle, offered him their own votes, and thofo df> their friehds. Monte, 
knowing the credit and interefl they would have in the ele&ion, was 
more politick on this occafion than Rivalle had been ; he gave them a 
moll obliging reception, and affined them of his highefl acknowledge* 
ments. 


The 
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John de The whole convent met the next day in the church of the piiory' 
“ttV of St. John, when all the languages went into their refpe&ive chapels, 
in order to proceed to the choice of two electors for each language. 
La Motte was one of the number, and was cholen knight of the elc&ion. 
He had the dexterity to get the grcatefl part of the co-le&ors to be 
cholen from among fuch of his friends as he could moll rely on. The 
prefident gave each of them a ballot or voting-ball : but as there were 
fixteen electors, la Motte, as knight of the election, had two ballots, 
to prevent an equality of votes. After the oaths and ceremonies ulu- 
ally performed in thefe cafes, (which may be feen in the treatife of the 
government of the order, making the fifteenth book of this work) the 
Peter de electors, by a plurality of voices, chole brother Pete r d e Monte for 
M 0 n a t e ’ g ran d mailer. His name was Guidalotti ; but as he was great nephew 
Y55&*" b y tbe mother’s fide to pope Julius III, of the family of Monte, he, for 
that realon, had aflumed that name, which his valour, and the brave 
defence he had made at thefiege of Malta againll the continual admits, 
which the turks had made both by lea and land upon the pcninfula de 
la Sangle, had fufficicntly illullrated. The firlt care of the new grand 
mailer was to pay the funeral honours to his predecefiour : his body had 
been depofited, as was before obferved, in the church of our lady of 
Philermo by the grand mailer’s order ; it was put on board the admiral 
galley, which was without any equipage or mall, and was towed by 
two other gallies, both of them armed, hung with black cloth, and 
carrying feveral enfigns and banners, which he had taken from the turks 
ann other infidels, all of them trailing in the water. Thefe were fol- 
lowed by two other gallies, which had belonged to the late grand mafi 
ter, covered with black cloth, and other funeral ornaments, having the 
grand mailer ele<ft, the lords of the council, the commanders, and prin- 
cipal knights on board. This funeral proceflion went out of the great 
port in this lolemn and mournful manner, and entered into that of Mu- 
let. The houfehold of the deccaled, his officers and lervants all in deep 
mourning, went firll on Ihore, molt of whom had torches in their hand, 
and others carried the llandards which had been taken from the turks. 
The clergy marched after the prince’s houfehold, carrying his corps, and 
chanting the fervice of the church. After thefe came the grand mailer, 
and all the lords of the council, and were followed by the body of the 
knights. The corps of the deceafed was carried into the chapel of our 
lady of Victory, which laValette had built at his own expence, in the new 
city which he had chole for the place of his burial, where they depofi- 
ted his remains, and divine fervice was afterwards performed with all 
the ceremonies of the church, and all the honours due to the memory 
of lo great a man. 


The end of the thirteenth Book, 
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BOOK the Fourteenth. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


A M ON G the feveral authors who have writ the general hiftory 
of the order of St. John of Jerufalem, whether in italian, la- 
tin, french, or fpanilh, not one of them has carried his ac- 
count of it lower than the laft fiege of Malta : all thefe writers 
leave off*, as it were, by concert, at that famous epocha, fancying pro- 
bably that they could not better end their works, than with the con- 
clufion of that bloody war : perhaps too as the forces of both parties 
being equally exhaufted might have afterwards produced fewer of thole 
great events that merit a place in hiftory. 


iS6f. 


Whatever might have been their different motives, I have fol- 
lowed the fame method in the plan and diftribution of my work. The 
thirteenth book ends at the railing of the fiege of Malta, and the defeat 
of Muftapha, general to Solyman II. I have only added what palled in 
the laft years of la Valette’s government till the death of that great man, 
the glory and ornament of his age, as well as of his order. If the hif- 
tory of a king ends generally with his life, it is not the feme in that of 
a republick, which ought to be continued as long as the feme form of 
government exifts. So that the authors who, after me, fhall traniinit 
to pofterity the feries of events that have happened in this order, may 
begin where I leave off! However, till fuch time as fome new writer 
fhall think fit to continue it, or I my lelf may have health enough to 
colle& memoirs, and carry on my hiftory to our own times, I thought 
my felf obliged, for the fetisfadion of the publick, to add, after the 
thirteen former books, a fourteenth in the form of annals, and by way 
of fupplement, containing a luminary account of the principal events 
that have happened in the order, from the ele&ion of the priour de 
Monte the immediate focceffour of la Valette, to that of don Manuel de 
Vilhena, the prefent aulpicious governour of this illuftrious order. 


Vol. II. *N ANNALS 
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O F 

St* JOHN of Jerusalem* 

Drawn up in a fuccindt manner. 

X 

T H E 13d of Auguft, A.D. 1568, brotherPETER. de Monte, 
or du Mont, grand priour of Capua, was ele&ed grand 
mailer. His name was Guidalocti, but being great nephew 
by the mother’s fide to pope Julius III, of the houle of Monte, 
he, for that realbn, took the name and arms of that family. 

Dame Hieronyma d’Olibo, grand priorefs of the royal houle of 
Sixene, of the order of St. John of Jerulalem, fituated, as has been al- 
ready obferved, in the kingdom of Arragon, returned to her obedience 
with the confent of her whole community, and put her fclf under the 
government and particular authority of the grand mailer, from which 
that houfe had withdrawn it lelf for near an hundred years, on pretence 
that it depended only on the holy lee. 

S e l 1 m u s II, emperour of the turks, undertakes the conqueft of 
the ille of Cyprus, and on that account declares war againft the Vene- 
tians. The progrels of this war. The taking of Nicofia and Fama- 
gulla by the infidels : which gives occafion to a league between the 
pope, the king of Spain, and the Venetians. 

The chevaliers de St. Aubin, Roquelaure, and Ferrand de Coiro, 
famous cruizers, take confiderable prizes in the egyptian lea, and in 
the very mouth of the Nile. But thcle advantages, which accrued only 
to the profit of fome private men, do not compenfate the order for the 
great lofs it fuflains, by the defeat of St. Clement. Lucchiali, a famous 
corlair, at the head of a llrong Iquadron, lurprizes that of Malta, under 
the command of this knight, takes three gallies from him, and forces 
the admiral to run a*ground off of the tower of Monchiaro, in the ille 
of Sicily. This impropitious event is followed with the fatal death of 
St. Clement. 

The battel of Lepanto between the chriflians and the infidels. The 
turks loft 30000 men in it : their general was killed, two of his Ions 
were taken prifoners, together with 5000 officers or loldiers. icooo 
chriftian flaves recover their liberty : they took I40 gallies from the infi- 
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dels, not to mention fuch as were either burnt or funk. The chriftians on Pa tee de 

their fide loft 7600 men, and fourteen captains of gallics. Though the^jyl^. 
order had fent no more than three gallies, neverthelefs the knights 
bravely lignalized thcmfclvcs in this engagement. 

I n the fame year, the grand maftcr, having, with great expence, 
finilhed the building of the new city, called the city of la Valette, the 
foundation of which had been laid by the grand mafter of that name, he 
tranlports the rcfidence of the convent thither. 

The diftribution of the principal dignities of the order. Brother 
Francis Burges is made bailiff of Majorca : brother Francis d’Arquem- 
bourg Tourville quits the dignity of holpitaller, for the grand priory 
of Champagne : brother Peter Pclloquin fucceeds him in the poft of 
holpitaller, after having quitted the dignity of bailiff of the Morca, 
which upon his abdication is given to brother William de Malin-lc-Lux : 
this laft refigns the poft of great trealurer, which is given to brother 
Chriftopher de Montgaudri. After all thele feveral removals, the grand 
maftcr and the council, upon the voluntary refignation of the comman- 
der d’Arquembourg Tourville, at the requeft of Charles the ninth, be- 
llows the grand priory of Champagne upon the chevalier de Sevre. 

T he death of the grand maftcr de Monte, aged 7 6 . Brother John John ie 
L’Evesq_ue d£ la Cassiere, of the language of Auvergne, and EvES<i ' jE 
marlhal of the order, is elected grand mafter; and the next day after Cassiere. 
his election, he is in fall council acknowledged fo vereign prince of the 
iflands of Malta and Goza. 

Under his adminiftration a new promotion is made in the digni- 1572.. 
ties of the order. The commander brother Mark de la Goutte, of 17 J an * 
the language of Auvergne, is made grand marlhal of the order, which 
poft was vacant by the election of la Caflierc to the grand mafterlhip. 

The commander brother Hubert Solar is made lieutenant to the great 
admiral, and afterwards priour of Lombardy . Brother Juftinian, gene- 
ral of the gallies, having compleated his two years of fcrvice, is iuc- 
cceded by brother Philip Flach, grand bailiff of Germany. Brother 
Francis Pougct is made captain of the admiral-galley, and brother Pom- 
pey Soard, commander of the galley of St. Peter. Brother Francis 
Mego of the ifle of Rhodes, after having executed the office of audi- 
tor under the grand raafters d’Omedes, la Valette, Monte, and la Cat 
ficre, is made vice-chancellor of the order, upon the promotion of Ro- 
jas chaplain to the bilhoprick of Malta. The commander Francis de 
Moretton Chabriilan, and Dr. Melchior Cagliares, are appointed fyn- 
dicks to examine the conduct of the judges in civil and criminal cales. 

Brother Jcrom de Guctte, great confervator, is fent emballador 15 73. 

to Rome, to take the oath of obedience to Gregory XIII fucceffour to 
Pius V. 

Great preparations are made at Malta, to oppofe the grand feignior 1 574. 
Selimus II, who had threatened to fall upon the iftand with all his 
forces : but he employs them another way, and takes the fort of Go- 
letta, and the city of Tunis. 

This year the inquifttion is laid to have been let up in the ille of 
Malta. 

T he death of Selimus II, who is fucceeded by Amurath III, his eldeft Ion. 1 575-. 

A great difpute between the order and the republick of Venice about 
a fhip richly laden with merchandize belonging to fome jews, which 
the knights leize upon as their prize. A n- 
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* Another difpute between feveral commanders of the language of 
8 * Provence, about the grand priory of Touloufe. Romegas is made ge- 
neral of the gallies. 

O n occafion of the reports of an invafion which the turks intended 
. ipeedily againft Malta, the grand mailer and council are reproached 
for making no provifion againft it, (under pretence that the king of 
Spain was as much concerned as themfelves, in the prefervation of the 
iftand) and of being guilty of a negledr, which might prove very pre- 
judicial to the order. 

Brother John George de Schonborn is by the council appointed 
to redrefs the abufes which had crept into the commanderies of Ger- 
many by the male-adminiftration of the particular receivers. 

The chevalier de Mendola, as yet only a probationer, arrives at 
Malta with a brief from the pope, who orders, that as foon as he fhall 
have made his vows, he fhall take the great crols, with the title of tur- 
copilier annexed to the language of England ; this caufes a general dift 
content in the convent, who fend embaftadors to the pope to engage 
him to revoke the brief, granted to a young man who had no experi- 
ence, and who yet was going to be one of the eight piliers or chiefs of 
the whole order. 

The affair of the jews of Venice comes again upon the carpet. The 
fenate, by way of reprifals, fequefter all the eftates which the order 
had within the territories of the republic k. The grand matter, on this 
occafion, fends an embafladour to Rome, to reprefent to the pope. 
That as thofe jews were not lubje&s c f the republick, it was a conftant 
pra&ice, and which was moreover allowed by all laws whatever, to 
feize upon an enemy’s robe, as counter-band goods, though it be found 
on board a friend’s fhip. This affair was concluded to the latisfa&ion 
of the fenate ; the knights were obliged to reftore the booty which 
they had taken from the levantine jews, and the fenate took off the fe- 
queftration. 

The chevalier Correa, a portuguefe, is aflaflinated by fix other 
knights, his countrymen, who putting on falfe beards, got by that 
means into his apartment. They are arretted, and profecuted, and the 
fecular judge condemns them to be fown up in a lack, and thrown into 
the fea. 

The corfairs of Algiers take the galley of St. Paul, which belonged 
to the order. 

There was in the houfe of Auftria, of the german branch, a young 
prince, Archduke Wenceflaus by name, who took the croft and habit as 
knight of Malta. The pope, at the king of Spain’s requeft, gave him a brief, 
in the form of Gratiae expe&ativas, a kind of bull, dated march the iotb, 
1577, to qualify him to enjoy the dignity of grand croft, the priories 
of Caftile and Leon, and the bailliage of Lora, after the death of the 
incumbents : which the grand matter and council, in confideration of 
the protection the order received from the king of Spain, were obliged 
to pals, after the german prince had made his vows. 

France, at the fame time, made another invafion in prejudice of 
the rights of feniority, and the privileges of the order. The council 
of Henry III having illued out an order, authorizing the king to name 
feme of his fubjedfcs to the grand priory of Auvergne, that prince wrote 
to the grand matter to procure the three grand priories of France, St. 

Gilles 
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Gilles and Champagne) for Francis de Lorraine the queen’s bro-J®*N ®a 
ther. 

The order had another ftorm breaking out upon it from Germany*' v-— 

where it was debated in a diet, whether it would not be proper to 
oblige the knights of Malta of the german language, to incorporate 
themfelves with the teutonick knights, and unite their commanderies 
to that order, to render it thereby more powerful, and better able to make 
war upon the infidels in Hungary. But this went no farther, the pro- 
pofal being baffled by the skill and dexterity of the commander Scag- 
lia a piedmontefe, and at that time embafTadour from the order to the 
diet. 

The grand duke of Tufcany fends the chevalier Bongianni Giantig- 1577 * 
liazzi, with the grand mailer’s leave, as his embafTadour to Conflanti- 
nople. The turkifh fultan, in a private converfation which he had 
with him, (hewing him a plan of the city of la Valette, asked the em- 
baflador, 'if it was drawn exa&ly, and whether the place was as well 
fortified as it appeared to be. “ Sir, (replied the knight) he who drew 

* this plan, forgot its chief fortification, which confifts in the courage 

• and valour of above a thoufand knights, who arc ever ready to fight 
“ to the lafl drop of their blood in defence of the place.” 

Troubles in the order, raifed by eight callilian knights, who 15784 
complained againfl the grand mailer and the council, as having greatly 
wronged them and their whole language, in contenting to the difpofi- 
tion which the pope and the king of Spain had made of the priories of s 
Caflile and Leon, and the bailliage of Lora, in favour of the archduke 
Wenceflaus. The malecontents were infligated underhand by feveral 
great croffes who fomented the fedition. The grand mafler has recourfe 
to the pope, who cites the mutineers to appear before him ; they 
own their fault, and the grand mafler, under pretence that as they 
had not any commanderies, nor any patrimony or money of their own, 
it would be impoflible for them to undertake fuch a journey, prevails 
with the pope to excufe them from coming to Rome ; they were how- 
ever obliged to appear before him in full council, with each of them a 
wax taper in his hand, in order to make him and the council fatisfac- 
tion, and to ask his pardon : which was granted them, after their ha- 
ving been firfl feverely reprimanded by the grand mafler. 

The death of the grand priour of Bohemia. The emperours had 
taken upon them to nominate to it, and the order for a long time had 
neither enjoyed the perfonal eflate of thofe who died, nor the mortu- 
ary, nor the profits arifing from the vacancy of the priory. The grand 
mafler and council appoint the bailiff de Schomborn their embafiador 
at the imperial court : this knight has a conference at Prague with bro- 
ther Chriflopher de Verdemberg, who had very great interefl with the 
emperor ; and to engage him to fupport the rights of the order, the 
bailiff delivers him an inflrument and a bull from the grand mafler, by 
which he conflituted him grand priour of Bohemia : which affair fixe* 
ceeds agreeable to the intentions and defires of the grand mailer. 

Henry, king of Portugal, acquaints the grand mafler with the 
death of his nephew king Sebaflian, who was killed the xid of Septem- 
ber 1578, at the battle of Alca9er, where feveral commanders of the 
order of St. John likewife loft their lives, and notifies at the lame time 
his own acceffion to the throne. 

Vol. II. *0 B*o- 
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Jdfm t>* Brothers Gargallo biShop of Malta, and Creffin priour of the 
s \ * c ^ urc ^» both of them men of a reftlefs and turbulent Spirit, began to 

'raife a ftorm which broke out about this time againft the grand mafter 
1579- their benefa&or. 


The death of the archduke Wenceflaus, grand priour of Caftile and 
Leon, which is followed by that of Don John of Auftria, natural fon 
to Charles V. 


Brot her IJuftiniani, grhnd priour of Medina, is named embaffa- 
dour to the courts of Caftile and Portugal, to make the compliments 
of condoleance upon the death of thofe Several princes* and particular- 
ly to make lure of fuccours from thence, that the order might be the 
better enabled to oppofe the turks, who again threatened to invade 
Malta. 


15-79. Bishop Gargalla renewing his incroachments on the authority of 
the grand mafter and council, pretends to make a judicial visitation of 
the hofpital of the Notable-city, in which he is oppofed by the admi- 
nistrators, as being fubjedt to no authority but that of the grand mafter 
and council. The bilhop excommunicates them : the clergy fide with 
him, and levies contributions to fupport the expences of this dilpute. 
The order appoints brother Damientaliata, a malceze divine of the or- 
der of St. Dominick, to defend their privileges. The magiftrates of 
the cities prefent a petition to the grand mafter, complaining that the 
friends and creatures of the bilhop lallied out of his palace in arms, and 
abufed the citizens who perfifted in the obedience which they owed 
their Sovereign. The grand mafter, to put a ftop to this dilorder. Set- 
tles a guard of fifty men in the town, now called the Victorious City. 

The grand mafter fends brother Hugh de Loubens de Verdalle as 
his embaliadour to the pope, to acquaint him with thefe disturbances, 
and gives him inftruCtions to apply to his holineSs for a confirmation 
of the privileges which his predeceSIors had granted to the order •, and 
likewife to grant leave for the priour of the church, to confer, in cafe 
of the bilhop’s refuSal, the lefler orders, not excepting thofe of deacons, 
upon young candidates fix the ecclefiaftical profeSfion. The pope ap- 
points the archbilhop of Palermo to take cognizance of thefe diSputes ; 
but that prelate, upon his arrival at Malta, finds the animofities car- 
ried to fuch a height, that he remits the cognizance of the affair to 
the holy fee, and the bilhop goes to Rome to defend his conduct. 

1 580. A great conspiracy againft the life of the grand mafter, whom three 
officers of the inquifition had relblved to poylbn : they are arrefted, 
and accufe feveral knights, feme of whom were great crofles, and par- 
ticularly one Petrucci, inquifitor of Malta, of being their accomplices. 
Some knights of the languages of Italy, Arragon, and Caftile, force 
their way tumultuouSly into thev council, inSult the grand mafter, and 
without any refpedt to his dignity, challenge him to declare what proof 
he had of their having conSpired againft his life. And although the 
vice-chancellor told them, that they had not been io much as once 
mentioned in the council, they yet were not fatisfied, but infilled that 
the order Should fend three embaSTadours to the pope, who were bro- 
ther Anthony de Villars grand priour of Auvergne, brother Francis 
Guiral bailiff of Negrepont, and brother Anthony de Bologna bailiff 
of St. Stephens. But Bologna and Guiral not caring to intermeddle in 
fo troublelbme an affair, excufed themfelves from the journey, on pre- 
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tenceof their ill (late of health : which a little damped the heat and John »* 
animofity of the mod violent. la Cas- 

The bailiff of Brandenburgs and feveral knights of the baliage of 
Sonneberg, are cited before the council of the order, for having, in op- 
pofition to their profeffion, embraced the lutheran religion. 

The emperour pretends he has a right to nominate to the grand 
priory and the commanderies of the kingdom of Bohemia. 

The council, fupported by the greateft part of the convent, rebel 15-81. 
againfl la Cafliere. This (edition was raifed on three feveral accounts. 

The firfl was becaufe of the grand mailer’s having forbid the knights of 
different languages to favour particularly the Nations and princes whole 
fubjcdts they were born : His reafon for it was, becaufe the fpaniards, 
who, fince the time of Charles V, had been bred up under the formid- 
able power of the houfe of Auftria, were for bringing the whole order 
to crouch to it. The fecond caufe was, the grand mailer’s having iflued 
out a publick proclamation to clear the town and the city of la Valette 
of all loofe diforderly women, and his having forced them either to 
quit the ifland, or retire into the villages and hamlets which lay remote 
from the refidence of the convent. The third occafion was owing to 
the ambition of fome great erodes who afpired to the grand maflerlhip ; 
and who feeing the grand mailer, though he was very old, neverthelels 
enjoyed his health very well, were afraid they fhould not outlive him, 
and therefore refolved either to depole him, or force him to abdicate, 
and by that means make a vacancy in his dignity. 

The languages of Callile and Portugal, fome add thofe of Arragon 
and Germany, feveral knights of the three languages of France, with 
Mathurin del Eicur, called Romegas, at their head, meet in a tumul- 
tuous manner, and complain, that the grand mailer, by the feveral 
orders he ifiued our, plainly manifelled that his underllanding was in 
a manner gone } that he was more intent upon the condud: of the 
maltefe women, than upon the enterprizes of the turks and the corfairs 
of barbary ; that he took no care of filling the magazines of Malta ; 
that he was always alleep at council, and did nothing when he was a- 
wake but plague his knights : And thereupon they fend deputies to him, 
to propofe to him his naming of a lieutenant, lince he himfelf was in- 
capable of the adminiflration. Upon his refulal, a full council meets 
at brother Creffin’s, who was priour of the church, and the main fpring 
of this fedirion, when they appoint Romegas prior of Touloufe and 
Ireland, to be lieutenant of the mallerfhip ; the Ipanifh knights having 
preferred him before others of their own nation, in hopes of engaging 
the languages of France on their fide. Such was the refult of this fe- 
ditious aflembly, whole aim was to lulpend from his lawful authority, a 
grand mailer, who was valuable for his wildom, his piety and valour, 
only to put in his (lead a knight, given up a prey to ambition, brave in- 
deed ana foccdsful in cruifing, but of a favage nature, cruel to his 
enemies ; and whole only merit was his being a formidable corlair. 

Besides Romegas, who was in reality, though fecretly, the head of 
the confpiracy, and who, in outward appearance, feemed only to be 
drawn in to acquiefee to the fenrtiments of tne greateft part of the knights, 
there were four others, who adted openly againfl the grand mailer. 

The firft was Crcflm, whom the grand mailer had made priour of the 
church : This -wretch feemed to be the moll bitter enemy nis benefa&or 
z had. 
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pe had. The fecond was the bailiff Rivalle, who having miffed of the 
grand mafterfhip, when ^once carried it from him, fancied he fhould 
get it, in cafe la Cafliere could be depofed. The third was Ducro, a 
great crols ; and the fourth, who was Romegas’s creature and confident. 
Was a frenchman, the commander de Maillo-Sacquenville by name. 

Thes e four ringleaders of the fedition do not flop here; but, to 
carry their rebellion and outrage Hill further, theyy at the head of their 
accomplices, rufh into the grand mailer’s palace ; arreft-him by virtue 
of ah order of council ; put him in an open chair, and carry him under 
a guard of foldiers like a criminal to the callle of St. Angelo, where they 
kept him prifoner. All the way as he went from the city of la Valette to 
the caflle, he was expofed to the fhouts and infolence of feveral young 
knights, and of thofe fcandalous proflitutes who infulted and abuled him 
with abominable language, by way of reproach ; but which, on the 
contrary, would, before equitable judges, be considered as real enco- 
miums that redounded to his glory. 

The rebels, in order to get their proceedings approved of by the 
pope, the fupreme head of the order, lent him three emballadours, the 
chief of whom was Sacquenville the confident of Romegas, who got 
him named. The grand mailer, notwithllanding his clofe confinement, 
found means to fend four other emballadours to Rome ; thele were the 
chevaliers de Blot Viviers, Peter Roux de Beauvais, Brother Don Francis 
de Guzman, and Brother Angelo Pellegrini. 

Two days after, Chabrillan, general of the gallies, returns back into 
the harbour of Malta, with the knights who had been out at lea with 
him. He was no looner a-fhore but he defired to lee the grand mailer, 
which the rebels durll not refufe him : whereupon he goes to the cafde 
of St. Angelo, and offers the grand mailer to rellore him to his autho- 
rity, and carry him back to his palace at the head of xooo men, made 
up either of the forces he had on board his gallies, or of the knights and 
the worthiell people of the illand, who detelled this infurre&ion. But 
the generous old man anfwered him with great wifdom, that he ex- 
pe&ed to be rellored by the authority of the pope, the firft fuperiour of 
the order ; and that he had rather end his days in prifon, than give oc- 
cafion to his knights, whom he always confidered as his children, to 
fight with one another upon his account. 

The embalTadors of the two parties arrive at Rome: Thole of the 
mutineers, in order to bring his nolinels to confent to the depofing of 
the grand mailer, reprefent him as an old man that had loll his fenfes, 
and who was incapable of governing the order. The pope, to prevent 
his being impofed upon by this affertion, lends Galpar Vilcenti, auditor 
of the rota, as his nuncio, to Malta, to take cognizance of the affair on 
the place. This prelate, upon his arrival there, calls a general affembly 
of all the convent, and lays before them two briefs which he had 
brought with him ; one for the grand mailer, and the other for Romegas ; 
by wnich both of them were enjoined to come to Rome. 

The king of France, upon receiving advice of the lhameful treat- 
ment which the grand mailer met with from his religious, lends him a 
knight to allure him that he will employ all his power to reduce the mu- 
tineers to their duty. 

La Cassieri arrives at Rome, attended with 800 knights* He 
makes his entry into that capital of the chrillian world as it were in 

triumph. 
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triumph. The pope’s court, the houfes of the cardinals, feveral princes J° H n 
and embafladors, go a confiderable way to meet him. His holinefs re- s 

ceives him with great marks of efteem, condoles and comforts him. 

Romegas lollicites an audience ; but the pope lends him word that he 
Will not fo much as fee him, till he has firft abdicated his poll of lieute- 
nant of the maftcrlhip. Romegas is fo prodigioufly aftlided upon his 
receiving of this order, that he falls in a fwoon, and is feized with a 
violent fever ,^which carries him ofT in a few days. His partilans are 
ordered to go' and make their fubmiflions to the grand mafter. The 
commander de Sacquenville, coming up to the grand mafter, and go- 
ing no further than asking to kifs his hand, the cardinal de Montato 
cried to him, “ Down upon your knees, rebellious knight ; had it not 
“ been for the goodnefs and clemency of your worthy grand mafter, 

« your head had been chopped off fome days ago in the piazza Navona.” 

Every body at Malta make their fubmiflions. The pope was for ha- 
ving the grand mafter return to Malta, there to enjoy the authority to 
which he was reftored j but providence difpofed otherwife of him, and 
he died at Rome after a three months ftay in that city. His corps was 
carried back to Malta, and his heart depofited at Rome, in the Church 
of St. Lewis. His holinefs ordered this Infcription to be put over it, 
which was made by the famous M. Anthony Muret. 

“ Fratri Joanni cpilcopo, magno militiae Hierofolymitanae magiftro, 
a viro fortiflimo, religiofiflimo, lplcndidiflimo, cujus, ut igne aurum, 

“ fic calumniis fpedata ac probata integritas, enituit, facra fodalitas 
“ militum Hierofolymitanorum patriae. Principi optimo maerens pofuit. 

“ Vixit annos 78, obiitRomae 12 Kalend. Januarii 1581. 

The grand mafter, happening to die at Rome, made all the order 1581. 
afraid left the pope, as firft luperiour, fhould take upon him to name his 
lucceflor. This was the occafion of an embafly and a famous deputa- 
tion lent by the convent of Malta to Gregory XIII, to intreat him not 
to infringe the order’s right of eledion. The pope ordered a fearch to be 
made into the regifters of his predeceflors, particularly thole of Boni- 
face IX, Innocent VII, and Gregory XII, and after coming to a relb- 
lution, dilmifs’d the embafladors, with an aflurance that he would in a 
little time lend them a brief to proceed to an election, without any 
further explanation of his intentions, of which he told them fignor 
Vilconti his nuncio was fully inftruded. 

I n fad - , upon the nth of January 1581, the chapter being met, and 
the fixteen eledors chofe, his holinels’s nuncio prelented them a brief; 

Whereiii he allowed them indeed to proceed to a kind of choice, but 
confined them to chule one of the three perfons whom the pope had 
propoled, viz. Vcrdale, a knight of the language of Provence and great Hugh de 
commander ; Panifle, grand priour of St. Giles ; and Chabrillan, bailiffkou^ENx 
ofManolque. Verdalle, who had been along time embaflador at DAIXE 
Rome, and was very acceptable to the pope and all his court, found 
the lame favourable difpofitions towards him in the chapter ; accor- 
dingly he was chofen and proclaimed grand mafter ; and the pope rati- 
fied his eledion, and lent a brief to incorporate and unite the dignity 
of turcopilier to the grand mafterlhip, a dignity which had been ancient- 
ly annexed to the language of England. 

A general chapter is held, which lays a general tax upon all the 
eftates of the order. 

Vol.II. *P The 
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Hugh be The Venetians feize two gallies of the order, by way of reprifals. 
Verbal- f or f ome merchandize that had been taken in turkifh veflels, and which 
was claimed by Venetian merchants. 

New fortifications ordered in the ifie of Goza. 

The language of Italy carries the point of precedence before that of 
Arragon. 

1 584. The profecution and trial of the chevalier Avogadre, genera! of the 

Jan. 9. gallies : He is deprived of his poll, condemned to a year’s imprifon- 
ment, and the revenues of his bailliage are confifcated for three years, 
and paid in to the treafury of the order. 

The grand duke’s gallies cruize in company with thole of the 
order. 

Brother Claude of Lorrain, called the chevalier d’Aumale, ar- 
rives at Malta in a galley of his own. 

John Andrew Doria, generalilfimo to the king of Spain, arrives at 
Malta, and has a conference with the grand mailer. 

The pope’s brief, excluding the knights, and incapacitating them for 
being made either bilhops of Malta, or priours of the church. 

D e a t h of pope Gregory XIII. Tne ele&ion of Sixtus Quintus. 

A Venetian ihip arrelled by the gallics of the order, by way of 
reprifals. 

1 58 This year is fpent in debating the grand mailer’s right of nomina- 
ting the general of the gallies, and the knight who was to have the par- 
ticular command of the admiral galley. 

1586. ^An order forbidding any man’s carrying pocket pifrols and ftilletto’s 
about him j weapons fit only for banditti and aflaflins. 

1787* Saconnai, grand marihal of the order, is puniihed for taking a 
knight’s fervant, who had been accufed of theft, out of the prifon of 
the Callellany. 

Charles d’Orleans is put in pofTeflion of the grand priory of 
France without any refervation, and in the very lame manner that 
Henry de Angoul£me had enjoyed it. 

Brother Michael de Sevre, grand prior of Champagne, takes a 
very inconfiderate Hep, and appeals from the decrees of the laft general 
chapter, to the fecular tribunal. • 

The fpirit of fedition frill continues in the convent. The grand 
mailer goes to Rome. The pope, to filence the malecontents, creates 
him a cardinal, and lends him back to Malta. 

1 £8 8. Several prizes taken by the knights who were out a crufing. 

1589. The grand mailer makes choice of James Bofio to write the hiftory 
of the order, which had been begun by the commander John Anthony 


1590. 

1791. 

I 5'93- 

* 794 - 


Follan. 

De a t h of pope Sixtus Quintus, who is fiicceeded by Gregory XIV. 

The jews and their effe&s are ( by a particular brief of the pope ) 
declared to be lawful prize. 

The plague makes dreadful havock in the ifland of Malta. The 
jefuits are brought in by bifhop Gargallo, and fettle there. 

The commander, John Otbo Bofio, is made vice-chancellor. 

The pope grants the priory of Barletto, vacant by the death of 
Cardinal Scipio of Gonzaga, to prince Ferdinand of Gonzaga, after- 
wards cardinal, and in fine duke of Mantua. 

The grand priory of Venice, after having been poflefled by cardinal 
Farnefe, devolves to cardinal Colonna. H e n e v 
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Henry IV, after the death of Henry III, and during the time ofHvoH be 
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the civil wars, difpofes of the grand priory of Aquitain in favour of the 
commander de Chattes ; and of that of Auvergne, in favour of the 
baron de Bellegarde, though he \Vas a layman. 

The dignity of cardinal, which the pope had conferred on the grand 
mailer, is not fufficient to put a (lop to the refllefs and feditious humour 
of the malecontents : So that this prince, tired out with their continual 
murmurs* and complaints, makes another voyage to Rome, and dies of 
grief. 

Brother don Martin Garzez, of the language of Arragon,is chofen 1 5 9 ^- 
grand mafler : He had no favourites, no partiality, and his government q**™" 
was agreeable both to the knights and the people. 

Pope Clement VIII confers the priory of Pifa upon don Antonio 
de Medicis. 

The turks ravage Hungary ; and the council of the order, to en- 1597 ' 
courage the (uccouring of that nation, declares, by a (blemn edi&, that 
any knights who (hould ferve in that country againft the infidels, the 
order will reckon that fervice an equivalent to their refidence, and that 
they fhall be intitled to the fame privileges as if they had refided in the 
convent, or had ferved on board the veflels of the order. 

T h e emperor Rodolph II, iflues out a diploma, which terminated 1598 * 
the affair of Bohemia to the fatisfa&ion of the ordet. 

Ne w troubles at Malta, occafioned by the proceedings of the inqui- 
fitors, whofe fucceffors cany them to a flill greater height. 

The grand mafler and the council make a decree in favour of th£ 

Swifs, allowing their children to be received in the priory of Germany, 
provided.thefe children are born in lawful wedlock of father and mother, 
grandfather and grandmother* great grandfather and great grandmother, 
all roman catholicks, and flatutaWy qualified, who had never been me* 
chanicks, but defcended from officers, captains and commanders, whole 
profeffion of arms was to be confidercd on the footing of nobility. 

The century ends with the fortifications which the grand mafler 
and the council make in the caflle and ifie of Goza. 

The bailiage of Armenia fuppreffed ; great difputes between the 
languages of Italy and Germany, both of them claiming the priory of 
Hungary. 

The inquifitors, to make their court to the pope, are continually 
making incroachments on the authority of the grand mafler and council, 
and make themfelves odious and infupportable to the knights. 

Death of the grand mafler don Martin de Garzez. Brother Alof 
de Vignacour, grand hofpitaler of France, is chofen to fucceed him. Atop be 
This knight, who was of the language of France, and of a very ancient 
family of the province of Picardy, was great crofs and hofpitaler of the 
order, when his merit raifed him to the dignity of grand mafler : And 
there has hardly ever been a maflerfhip more famous than his, whether 
we confider its duration, which was upwards of twenty years, or the 
various events that happened in the order during his adminiflration. 

The grand mafler diipatched feveral embafiadors to notify his elec- 
tion to the principal fovereigns of chriflendom. The commander Ro- 
drigo Britto was Tent to the pope ; brother Nicolas Dellamara to the 
emperour ; brother William de Meaux Bois Baudran was employed in 
the fame quality at the court of the king of France ; and don Bernard 
de Zuniga at that of his catholick majefly. The 
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Atop ob ThE inquifitor VeralH is for raking cognizance of the affairs of the 
cobr A ' government ; in which he is openly countenanced by pope Cle- 
ment VIII. 

i6ox. The gallies of the order leize upon the town of Mahometa on the 
coaft of Barbary ; an enterprize formed with great prudence, and exe- 
cuted with as much valour. 

Emery de Chattes made embafTadour of the order to king 
Henry IV. 

Enterprize of the knights upon the towns of Lepanto and 
Patras. 

1603. A general chapter held. 

1604. The gallies of the order ravage the ifle of Lango, formerly fo deaf 
to the knights, during their rendence at Rhodes j but now their fuc- 
ceffours cary off 165 naves, out of hatred of the turks. 

1605-. Death of pope Clement VIII. 

1606. Paul V. his fucceffour gives three commanderies of the language of 
Italy to one of his nephews, though they did not happen to fall vacant 
in the court of Rome : And a little while afterwards he likewife con- 
ferred the commandery of Benevento upon cardinal Buffaio. 

1607. Project of a knight, a dalmatian by birth, but of the language of 
Germany, propoled to the order for getting the poles to reuore the 
great commandery of Pofna, which was fallen into lecular hands, upon 
condition of eflablilhing a body of knights in that Kingdom, to ierve on 
horfeback againff the turks ; which did not fucceed, by reaion of the 
obftacles put in the way by a prince of the houfe of Radzivil, whole 
anceltors or relations had probably got poffeffionof it. 

1608. Troubles at Malta in the inn and language of Germany, on ac- 
count of an attempt which had been made to get Charles count of Brie, 
natural fon to Henry duke of Lorrain, admitted into that language ; the 
affair is carried to fuch an height, that the Germans tear down the arms 
of the grand mailer and the order from off the gate of their inn, and 
leave only thole of the emperour. 

1609. Francis de Lorrain, called the chevalier de Gurle, makes his firlt 
campaign on board the gallies of Malta. 

The chevaliers Frelenet, Maurot, and Gaucort, lurprize the fortrels 
of Lajazzo in the gulf of that name ; make their way into it by means 
of a petard which blew up the gate ; take a great booty, and after blow- 
ing up the fortifications of the place, carry off above 300 Haves. 

1610. A y e a r fatal to France and the order of Malta, by the affaffination 
of Henry the great. 

1611. Corinth taken and Packed by the gallies of the order. 

i6ix. The prince of Vendoline made general of the gallies of the order. 

1613. The grand mailer, upon receiving advice that thecorlairs of Bar* 
bary defigned to make an attempt upon the ille of Goza, lends troops, 
ammunition, and provifions thither. 

1614. Anew alarm in the language of Italy, by the pope’s granting the 
duke of Modena’s Ion the gratis expe&ativas, a kina of bull, upon the 
commandery of Reggio : A favour of a dangerous nature from the ill 
confequences that might enlue. 

1615. Sixty turkilh gallies appear off* of the ille of Malta, and land 5000 
men, but are able to make no Haves from the care the inhabitants take 
to retire into the llrong-holds. 

T h e 


Digitized by ^.ooQle 



THE KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 61 

^cThe grand mailer makes an aquedudt to carry a fine large Ipring from Atop de 
the city of Malta commonly called the Notable-city, to the city of Va- VlGNA ' 
letta, and the piazza before the grand mailer’s palace : a work worthy 
of the roman grandure. 1616. 

The duke of Nevers is for founding a new order, or, properly 
{peaking, for leparating the old one of St. Sepulchre from the order of 
St. John of Jerufalem. Brother don Lewis Mendez de Vafconcellos, 
bailin' of Acre, a very able negotiatour, is difpatched to the court of 
France, to traverfe the duke’s defigns. He arrives in France with th$ 
quality of embafiadour extraordinary, and went to his firft audience at- 
tended by the commander de Sillery embafiadour in ordinary, brother 
de St. Leger, receiver of the priory of France, the commander de For- 
migeres captain of the life-guards, the commander de Girlande, and all 
the knights who were then at Paris, and about the court. He prefent- 
ed his letter to the king, who gave as favourable an anfwer to it as could 
be wilhed, and the duke of Nevers’s projedl came to nothing. 

Facardin, prince of the Drufi, comes to Malta, to implore the 
protection and fuccour of the order againlt the grand feignior’s perlecu- 
tions. 

Bosio, who was only an honourary knight, pretending to dilpute 1617^ 
precedence with a knight who was his fenior, was made fenfible that 
his feniority could not be reckoned but from the day of his rehabilita- 
tion, and that an honourary knight could never be advanced to the dig- 
nities of the order. 

The trealury of the order caufe a galion to be built in the port of 1618. 
Amfterdam, which coft 60000 crowns of gold. 

* N e w fortifications railed in the roads of St. Paul, of Marfa-Sirocco, 
and Marla-Scala, and in the little ifie of Comino, fituated between 
Malta and Goza. 

C a g li a r e s, bilhop of Malta, makes feveral incroachments on the 1619: 
authority of the grand mafter and council : he goes to Rome to fup- 
port them, and leaves behind him a vicar-general as pragmatical as himfelf. 

The young knights of all the languages, unable to endure the audaci- 
ouihefs of that turbulent fellow, run to look for him in his houfe, in 
order to throw him into the lea. The grand mailer obliges him to lur- 
render himfelf, and lends him to Rome to anfwer the profecution a- 
gainfl him. The pope is incenfed at this affair, orders his inquifitor to 
examine into it, and threatens to excommunicate the grand mailer and 
council, whole liibmilfion at lad puts an end to the affair. 

The army of the catholick league make an unluccefsful attempt in 
order to feize upon the town of Sufa on the coalt of Barbary. A con- 
fiderable number of knights had a lhare in this expedition, among whom 
are reckoned brother Anthony Barras, brother Francis Juxs, brother 
de la Meufana, brother Merault de Pelons, brother Melchior de Gozon- 
Melac, brother Anthony an honourary knight, captain of foot in the 
lervice of the king of Spain : and among the wounded were bro- 
ther Alphonfo Caltel S. Pierre, captain of the admiral-galley of the or- 
der ; brother Anthony Maftrillo, captain of the patroneis ; brother 
John de Saligy, a native of Auvergne ; brother Cefar de St. Peryer, of 
the language of France, who died at Malta of his wounds ;• brother 
Azeredo, a caflilian, and brother Luys Mendez Vafconcellos, a portu- 
guefe. 

Vol. II. * Francis 
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Atop i>* FrancIs Ottoman, a dominican friar, who pretended to be foii 
court" t0 c ^ e 8 ranc ^ feignior Achmet, comes to Malta, and is received there 
c /' V «-^jupon the recommendation of cardinal Verally, prcfident of the congre- 
i6to. gation of the catechumens. 

Enterprize of the gallies of the order upon Cartel -Torneze. 
The commander brother Alphonfo Cartel St. Pierre is named by the 
general of the gallies to head that eoterprize. They clap three petards 
to the gate, and break into the palace : which was a kind of a maga- 
zine to all the Morea. The general of the gallies has notice given him 
by a greek, that in cafe he does not retire immediately, his retreat will 
be intercepted by 4000 turks who were hard by. He orders a retreat 
to be founded, and St. Pierre, who received the fame advice, forms a 
fquadron, and makes his way to the fea with the booty and the prifb- 
ners he had taken. 

1611. De a th of Paul V, who is fucceeded by Gregory XV. This pope 
iflues out bulls to confirm all the privileges which his predeceflours had 
granted to the order. 

1621. New complaints of the language of Italy, on account of being de- 
prived of their right of fucceeding to the vacant commandcries, by the 
popes nomination to them oftentimes before they became fo. 

The commander de Chatte-GefTan is lent to Malta by king Lewis 
XIII, to defire the order to join their gallies to his in order to fight a- 
gainft-the hugonots. 

The chevalier de CafTelani de Montemedan is by the council Or- 
dered to go with the gallies to Marfeilles, and to carry thither the 
great galion which had been built at Amrterdam. 

The grand matter de Vignacour being a hunting, and purfuing a 
hare in all the hf**t of the month of Auguft, was feized with a fit of an 
apoplexy, juft as had happened fifty ye<»rc before to the grand matter de 
la Valette. They carried him to the new city,- where he appointed 
brother Nicholas la Marra, great admiral of the order, to be his lieute- 
nant. He afterwards received the facraments of the church with great 
devotion, difpofed of his effects as ufual, and died on the 14th of Sep- 
tember, being 75* years old. 

The chapter met to chufe him a fucceflbuf . There were two pre- 
tenders, viz. Mendez de Vafconcellos a portuguefe, bailiff of Acre, 
who had been embafladour from the order to the courts of Rome and 
France, and de Paule, of the language of Provence, grand priour of 
Mendez St. Giles. Brother don Luys Mendez had the preference, and was 
Va«con- accordingly proclaimed grand matter on the 17th of September ; but 
he hardly enjoyed his dignity fix months ; and the little time that he out- 
lived Vignacour, was employed in confirming the wife regulations he 
had made. Vafconcellos being near fourfeore years of age, died on the 
fixth of March 16x3. 

> The loth of the fame month they proceeded to the ele&ion of a 
new grand matter, and the choice of the convent fell upon brother 
Anthony Anthony de Paule, priour of St. Giles, being feventy one years old. 

The commander de Tormegeres, embafladour of the order in France, 
dying about this time, the commander Durand de Villegagnon was put 
a fecond time into that poll, to notify the ele&ion of the new grand 
matter to Lewis XV. 
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D e a t h of pope Gregory XV, who is fucceeded by Urban VIII. Anthony 
This pope gets Anthony Barberini, his great nephew; to be received in- 
to the order as a chevalier de juftice, with a difpenlation for keeping 
his refidence, and fcrving in the gallies of the order. 

John de Fonftca, a portuguefe novice or probationer, has his head 
cut off in the great piazza of the palace, after having been found guilty 
of robbery and murder. 

Brother Faulcon, priour of Capua, being convi&ed of embez- i6z± 
zelling 1 5000 ducats of the revenue received from Naples, zooo crowns 
of that of Rome, and ijooo ducats more of what the grand mailer 
Lewis Mendez left behind him, is condemned to perpetual imprifon- 
ment, and dies in prilbn. 

The grand matter does not want enemies, among a fet of men who 
are impudent enough to fancy they can out-face truth, and make the 
blackeft falfehoods pals for matters of fa<5t. They prelent a memorial 
to the pope, wherein they take notice that the grand mailer is a man 
of loofe life and conversion ; that he is guilty of fimony, and had 
bought his dignity with money. De Paule lent the commander bro- 
ther Denis Polallron de la Hilliere to Rome : who being a man of the 
greatell probity and virtue, jultified him in the moll honourable manner 
from all theft calumnies. The grand mailer had hardly got rid of this 
affair, when he had another upon his hands, which was foil as trouble- 
forhe, becaufe pope Urban VIII was both judge and party in it. His 
holinels took upon him to dilpoft of the commanderies of the language 
of Italy : he had before given the two commanderies of Milan and Bufa- 
lora to don Antonio Barberini his nephew, and he afterwards gave that of 
Alcoli to the chevalier Machiavelli ; that of Volterra ro the chevalier 
brother Donat Rullici ; the right of ftniority to the commander 
brother Hubert Ricafoli, arid the commandery of Monopoli to the 
chevalier brother Alexander Zambeccari. Thele new concelfions ad- 
ded ro thofe of the popes Paul V, and Gregory XV, which were com- 
puted to amount to no lefs than 17 commanderies, put all the language 
of Italy in a flame. The knights refilled to make their campaigns, or 
to fcrve on board the fhips and gallies of the order ; and moll of them 
retired to their own houles and relations. The grand mailer, to reme- 
dy this diforder, called a council, when it was agreed that they Ihould 
fend an embafladour to the pope, to lay before him the juft complaints 
of the order. They likewife fent three others on the lame account 
to the principal lbvereigns of Chriftendom. Brother James du Liege- 
Charault, grand holpitaller; was ordered to Rome ; brother John Con- 
rard de Rosbach, bailiff of Brandenburgh, was lent to the emperour ; 
la Marra, priour of Meflina, and general of the gallies, to the king of 
France ; and brother don John Ximenes, priour of Navarre, to the 
king of Spain. Thele embafladours were Jikewift dire&ed to lay before 
thole princes an account of the abufe of certain difpenfations which 
were granted to the knights at Rome, by which they were al- 
lowed to difpofe of their effeds, whereby the common treafory was 
defrauded, of its right, and which could end no otherwift than in the 
ruin of the order. We lhall take notice of the iflue of this embally to 
Rome under the year 1 6x6. 

The order makes an attempt upon the illand of Santa Maura, in i6z$. 
polTeflion of the turks, which miftarries : twelve knights were killed in 
it, befides a great number who were wounded. A 
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Anthony A great Tea-engagement, in which the order lofes two gallies, the 
St. John and the St. Francis : feveral knights were killed in it, others 
wounded, and feme made Haves. 

1 6 16. T o thefe misfortunes mult be added another ; for the pope, notwith- 
standing the remonftrances of the grand mailer and the council con- ' 
tinues to bellow the italian commanderies on his relations. 

1617. The order had hitherto never kept up above five gallies, but the 
grand mailer now caufes a fixth to be built. 

i6z8. Urban, who was no friend to the order, not Satisfied with plun- 
dering it of its principal commanderies in Italy, which he bellowed up- 
on his relations, now publilhes an ordinance, motu proprio, changing 
the method that had been always hitherto obferved in the election of the 
grand mailers. 

1619. Brother Achilles d’Ellampes Valen9ai is made a great crols de 
grace, (or by favour) upon the recommendation of Lewis XIII king 
of France. 

Antonio Bofio, who was natural fon to the bailiff brother John 
Otho, and adopted by his unckle James Bofio, made a great progrefs 
in polite literature, and elpecially in the knowledge of ecclefiaftical 
hiflory ; fo that his profound capacity threw as it were a lhade over 
the meannefs of his extra&ion, as may be feen by his leveral works; 
particularly that of Roma fubterranea. He fucceeds his adoptive fa- 
ther in the poll of agent to the order at Rome, and being the laft per- 
lon left of his name, he fucceeds this year to all the ellate and effe&s 
of the family. 

1630. The pope. Hill intent upon reducing the government of the order, 
agreeably to his fecret views, is for changing the old ufage that had 
been obferved in general chapters. 

1631. ^So m e chrillian Slaves who compofed the crew of a turkifh galley, 
commanded by Manni-Bei of Famagulta in the ifle of Cyprus, rebel a- 
gainll him, take up arms, and either kill the captain and the Soldiers of 
the galley, or force them to leap over-board, make themfelves mailers 
of the galley, and arrive Safe at Malta. 

A general chapter appointed on the 1 ith of May. The pope 
confents that they lhould retain the old ulage in it of fixteen commit 
faries, two for every language : but he infills that the inquifitor Shall 
prefide over them, and have a power of delegating, in cale of abfence, 
any body whom he Shall think fit in his place ; that he lhall likewife 
have a power of lulpending the chapter, as well as of prorogueing it. 
The grand mailer allures the pope that he is difpofed to obey him, but 
that the body of the order could not bear with patience his holinefs’s 
introducing a perlon into the government who did not belong to the 
order, with the title and authority of prefident. The pope having no 
manner of regard to thefe remonftrances, the council thought fit to l'ub- 
mit. But, in order to avoid the fire and violence of the young knights, 
they fend them to fea a cruifing whilft the general chapter is held. 

On lunday the nth of may 1631, this general chapter is opened, 
in which prefided the moll ferene lord Francis Anthony de Paule, grand 
mailer. 

The moll reverend ImbroU, priour of the church. 
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Conventual bailiffs. 


Anthony 

SB Pbvbb. 

u ^vnj 


( Claude Durr6 V entarob* 

I Francis Cremeaux, 

Brother. < Tuflin de Ternez Boiftrigault, 

I Philip de Gaetan* 

[.Lewis de Moncada, 

Grand priours. 

du Fay Gerlande, 

George de Caftelane d’Aluis* 

u- Antonio Maria de Ciaia^ 

Brother^ Nicolas Cavarretta> 

I Nicolas de la Marra, 

[.Philip Bardaxi, 

Capitulary bailiffs. 


great ^ 


'commander. 

marfhal. 

hofpitaler. 

admiral. 

confervatbr. 


fAuvergne. 

I Touloufe. 
jjrior I Lombardy, 
of | Venice. 

I Medina. 
USmpofta. 


Signorin Gattenara, bailiff or priour of the bailiage of St. 
Euphemia. 

Francis Sans, bailiff - of Negfepoht. 

Cefar Feretti, bailiff or priour of St. Stephens. 

Alexander Benfi, badUiff or priour of St. Trinity of Venufia. 
Antonio Braeaccio* bailiff or priour of St. John near the: 


Brothers 


* lea of Naples. ’u 

Humphrey ae l’Hofpital, 
Francis Puget Cheflueljr 
Jufte de Brun Laliege, 

De Rosbach,y 

John de Bernoi Villeneuvej 

Laurence de Figueroa, 

Lucius Grimaldi, 

Lewis of Britto Mafcarnay, 
James Chriftopher Abandlau, 
Alexander Orfi, 


Majorca. 

Mariofque. 

Leon. 

Brandenburg. 


bailiff' L’Aigle. 


of 


V 


St.Sepulchre. 

Pavia. 

Acre. 

&c. 

[&c. 


\ . . i 

Lieutenants of the conventual bailiffs. 

fe otupr 5 Matthias James Phirt, lieutenant of the bailiff of Germany* 
BROTHER ^ Thomas Hozis, lieutenant of the great chancellour. 

Proxies 6f the priours/ 

fBiagio Brandao, proxy of the moft ferene ferdinahd cardi- 
nal Infant, adminiftrator of the prioury of Portugal. 
Francis Buonaroti, proxy of the moft illuftriouS don John 
Charles de Medicis, priour of Pife., 

Anthony Scalamonte, proxy of the illuftrious brother Al- 
dobrandino Aldobrandini, priour of Rome. 


Brother. 


Vol. II. 
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Triftatf 
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T rift an de Villeneuve, proxy of brother James de Mauleon 
la Buftide, priour of St. Gilles. 

Robert de Vioie Soulere, proxy of brother William de 
Meaax Baudran, priour of France. 

Charles de Vajure* proxy of brother Peter de Beaujeu, 

J priour of Champagne. 

io Amali, proxy of brother Peter Vintimiglia, priour of 
Brother^ Ca P ua ; 

> Martin de Redin, priour of Navarre, by appearing in per- 
fon fufpended the powers of brother Ginefio Ruiz his 
proxy. 

Policarpe de Cafteloi, proxy of brother Peter George Pri- 
dorfila, priour of Catalonia. 

Lewis Melzi, proxy of brother Frederic Huntd, priour of 
Ireland. 

Anthony Pontremoli, chaplain of the language of Provence, 
proxy of brother Arteman, priour of H ung ary 
Eberard, baron d’Eftain, proxy of brother Theodore Rol- 
man, priour of Denmark. 

Don John de Zuniga, proxy of don Bernardin de Zuniga, 
priour of Caftile and Leon. 

Proxies of tte capitular bailiffs. 

'John Baptifte Calderarl, proxy of the eminent cardinal 
Cornaro, g^eat commander of Cyprus. 

Baldaftar de Marzilla, proxy of brother Lapert de Arbiza, 
bailiff of Cafpe. 

Francis de Godoi, proxy of brother don Diego de G uzman, 
bailiff of Lora. 

Joachim de Challemaifon , proxy of brother James de 
Chenu de Bellai, bailiff of Armenia. 

Gabriel Dorin de Ligny, lieutenant and proxy of brother 
James du Liege-Charault, treafurer-general. 

Don Lewis de Cardenas, proxy of the illuftrious bailiff 
brother Caraffa. 

jGafpard de Maifonfeule, proxy of the bailiff brother A- 
chilles d’Eftampes Valensay. 


Brother < 


Proxies of the languages. 


Provence, 

Auvergne, 

France, 

I Italy, 

Of< Arragon, Catalonia, ? Brother \ 
and Navarre, > 

Germany, 

Caftile and Porta-? 

gal> 5 


( Francis Bagarris. 

Charles de Fay Gerlande. 
Alexander de Grimonval. 
0<ftavio Ceoli. 


Gerome Bardaxi. 

John James de Welthaufe. 
^Gabriel d’Angulo. 


The 
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Awn»N¥ • 

'the order being fupprefled in England, no proxies were named 
that language. 

Proxies of the commanders of the priories* 


Of< 


ft the priory of St. Giles* 
Towoufe, 

Auvergne, 

France, 

Champagne, 

Rome, 

Lombardy* 

Venice* 

Pifa* 

Barletto, 

Meffina, 

Capua, 

the caftellany of Em- Y 
porta, J 

Catalonia, 

Navarre, 

Germany* 

Gaftile and Leon, 


! 


Brother/ 


Henry de Latis-EntragueS. 
Francis deCrottes de laMenstrdie. 
Peter Lewis Chantelfot laChefe. 
Peter de Carvel de Merai. 
Joachim de Sennevoi. 

Cuxtius Bombino. 

Alphonfo Cartel de St. Pierre; 
Fiorin Borfo. 

Ugplin Grifoni. 

Gerolamo-Zato. 

Philip Moled. 

Alphodfo Dura. 

Peter Marzella. 

Melchior Dureta. 

F rancis T orreblanca. 

John de Ropach. 

[Alphonfo de Angulo. 


Companions of the grand matter. 


r the language of Provence, brother GirolamO de Merle Beauchamps, 
cavalcadour of the grand matter, and brother Peter de Bernana 
Hornolach. 


Oft 


\ 


Auvergne, 

France, 

Italy, 

Arragon, Cata- 
lonia, and Na- 
varre, 

England, 

Germany, 

Cartile and Por-Y 
tugal, j 



f Baldaflar d’Alben, and brother Foucaud 
de 6 l Hilaire. 

Adrian de Contremoulins, and brother 
Francis de la Grange. " 

John Minutolo, and brother Mario Alliata. 

N.N. 

John Baptitt Macedonio, and brother 
Stephen del Portico. 

William-Henry de Wafperg. 

Gondiialvo de Albernoz, and brother 
don Bernardin de Norogna. 


The inquifitor then prdented a brief from the pope, by which he 
was named to prefide at the election of the fixteen committaries ap- 
pointed to regulate the affairs of the order ; but hot to have any vote 
there, to meddle in prOpofing any matter, or to fpeak his fentimentS 
in any debate. The grand matter, either out of prudence or policy* 
flittered the chapter to accept this brief, and then they proceeded to 
the choice of the committaries. There were two for each language. 


tot 
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5 Villanova bailiff of A^uila, and brother 
£ Francis Crotte la Menardie. 

C Gerlande prioor of Auvergne, and la Licgue 
£ prioor of Lions. 

C Boifrigault grand libfpttalle^ and brother 
j Gabriel Dorin de Legai. 

( La Marra priour of Medina, and gattinara 
priour of St Euphemia. 


Provence, 

Auvergne, 

France, 

Italy, 

Arragon, Catalonia, C Sans bailiff of negrepont, and L’hopital, 
and Navarre, S bailiff of Majorca. 

J r Seriffori the inquifitour named by the pope’s 
orders brother peter Lewis Chantclot la 
Chefe, of the language of Auvergne, and 
j brother don Juan de Villaroel of the 
j prioury of Caftile. 

^ The bailiff brother James Chriftopher A- 
Germany, S bandlau, and brother Evrard baron de 

P Eftain. 

c Brother Thomas Hozes, lieutenant of the 
Cattile and Portugal,^ great chancellour, and brother Biagio 

Brandao. ■' 




The chapter having configned over all its authority to thefe 16 
commiflaries, they, together with the inquifitour, retired into the don- 
clave, which was held in the hall of the palace of the tower. The in- 
quifitour, as has been already obferved, prefided in it according to the 
popes’s intentions, but had no vote or authority to make any motion. 
Boifrigault the grand holpitaller, as being the oldett of the 1 6, propo- 
fed the affairs on which they were to deliberate. Imbroll, priour of 
the church, in quality of the grand matter's proxy, Abela the vice- 
chancellour, and brother Peter Turamini fecretary to tnetreafury, inter- 
vened in this affembly, in which very prudent regulations were made for 
determining the general and particular affairs that came before them. 
There has been no chapter held fince this time, and therefore the judge- 
ments given, and the regulations made in this, ferve at this day for a 
law, and are the rule for deciding of any difputes that may arife in the 
order. 

1 6}2. The order lofes the galley of St. John, which is wrecked by aftorm 

on the coaft of Calabria. The crew laved themfelves on fhore, and 
they afterwards got out the artillery and the principal effc&s. 

This year the inhabitants of the ifles of Malta and Goza were 
numbred, which amounted to S I 7 S°i including men, women and 
children, and exclufive Of the knights of the order, the clergy, and 
thofe who were called at Malta, the Familiares of the inquifition. 

1633. Bro ther Imbroll, priour of the church, offers the order to write 
an hiftory, when leave is given him to fearch into the regifters of the 
chancery. The year following cardinal Barberini recommended an- 
other to the order for the fame purpofe, viz. the chevalier brother 
Cefar Mugalotti, who was admirably well qualified for it, and a perfon 
of great learning. Both of them began their work, but left it imper* 
fed. 


The 
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The gallies of the order fail out towards the end of April a priva- Amthont 
teering, under the command of general Valdi, and take, near the iflc of 
Zante, four fhips or veflels with 6? o moors or negroes on board, 1634. 
which they were fending from Barbary to Conftantinoplc. The fame 
general has another engagement with the corfairs of Tripoli, makes 
338 of them Haves, and delivers 60 chriftians. The Venetians make 
heavy complaints that the gallies of the order take prizes in the leas, 
and upon the demefnes of the republick. The maltcze embafladour 
by the grand mailer’s order, anfwers them, that the order would be 
willing enough to deliver back the grand feignior’s fubje&s who had 
been taken in the gulph ; but that as for the corfairs, they fhould be 
fold as villains and enemies to all religions and all nations. Another 
fquabble with the republick of Lucca, which is followed with a decree 
againfl receiving any of that flate as chevaliers de juflice : the pope 
makes up the dilpute. 

Adventures of prince Guchia, who pretended to be fon to Ma- 
homet III, and whom his mother, who was of the houfe of Comneni, 
and a chriflian by birth, had lent to be educated among the chriftians. 

The order efpoufes this real or pretended prince. 

The fchifmatical greek chriftians of the eaft bribe the turks, and 1 635^ 
turn the european francifcans out of the keeping of the holy fepulchre, 

Calvary, Bethlehem, and other facred places of Paleftine. The pope 
defires the grand mailer and council, as better acquainted with the 
difpofition of the ottoman court, to take meafures for reftoring the la- 
tin friars to the guardianlhfp of the holy places. The grand maftcr 
and his council are of opinion, that they fliould try what force could 
do, and not fpare the fchifmatical greeks whenever they fell into the 
hands of any catholick princes. 

The pope’s too great cafinefs in granting the great crofs to fuch as 
were no more than private knights, makes the order refolve to oppofc 
the brief which he had granted to the chevalier de Souvre ; though his 
father had been governour to king Lewis XIII. 

Death of the grand mafter de Paule in the 85th year of his age, 1636. 
after a ficknefs of near three months : His epitaph contains his cnco- June 10. 
mium and his character. 

“ Fratri Antonio de Paula magno militias hierofolymitanas magiftro, 

“ principi gratiftimo, fplendidiftimo, qui ob egregias animi dotes vivens 
“ in omnibus fui amorem, extindtus defiderium excitavit ; pacem miri- 
“ fice coluit & affluentiam ; ordinis vires, opes addidit, auxit : ampli- 
« ori munire vallo urbem aggreflus cum annum ageret magifterii deci- 
“ mum quartum, aetatis fupra odtogefimum ( quintum ) diuturno cum 
“ morbo conftanter confli<ftus, femper le ipfo major piiffime ac religio- 
“ fiftime quievit in Domino feptimo id Junii anno Sal. 1636.” 

The 13th of June 1636, brother Paul Lafcaris Caftela^ bailiff ofpAtrr. L as> 
Manofque, defeended from the counts of Vintimiglia and the ancient CAR1S Ca- 
emperours of Conftantinople, was chofe fucceffour to Anthony de'^^^j 
Paul. The next day the council, according to the uftial cuftom, de- 
clared the new grand mafter fovereign of the ifles of Malta and Goza, 
with all the rights his predeceflors had enjoyed. 

Malta fuffers much from the deamefs of corn : the grand mafter 
applies to the prefident of Sicily, who is hard-hearted enough to retule 
the fuffering of any to be exported out of the ifland. Nari, general of 
Vol. II. * S the 
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Pave, Las- the gallies, addrefles himfelf to die vice-roy of Naples who allows 
carts Ca- |,j m to take up 6000 loads and carry them away* free of all manner of* 
j cultom, and duty of exportation, 

Lascaris has a quantity of new foecies coined in order to pay 
the workmen who were continually employed in railing new fortifica- 
tions, under the dire&ion of Florian an engineer, colonel of a regiment 
of foot, whom the grand mailer honoured with the crofs and habit of 
the order. 

Brother don Peter de Vintimiglia, of the feme family with the 
grand mailer, makes a foundation for ever of the timber of a galley, 
bearing the name of St. Peter, and for the fecurity of it fetdcs two 
houfes of a thoufand crowns a year which he had upon the mole of 
Medina. Cavaretta priour of Venice makes the like foundation for 
another galley, whch was to be called the St. Nicholas, and the com- 
mander Conrard Scheifurt de Merode founds the commandery of 
Breilaw in the language of Germany. 

The grand mailer divides all the inhabitants of Malta into compa- 
nies, to whom they give arms ; ibme knights are let over them to in- 
itru<ft them how to make uie of them to oppole the inroads and delcents 
of the turks and corfeirs. 

1637. Th e duke of Montalto, viceroy of Sicily, the prefident, and the 
reft of the king of Spain’s officers, are frill exaggerated againft the order, 
and not only prohibit the exportation of corn, but give orders for ar- 
refring all the malteze fhips that fhonld put into the ports of the ifland. 
The occafion of their uneafinefs was, that as the two crowns of France 
and Spain were at war, fome french knights who were on board either 
Ihips or gallies of Fiance, had taken confiderable prizes at the entrance of 
the harbour of Malta. Upon thele orders of the regency, two gallies of the 
order putting into the port of Syracuie, they were going to leize them. 
But the commodore being aware of their defign, put ofT immediately and 
Went out of the harbour. The goveraour or the commanding officer 
fired all the cannon of the cafrle upon him, to oblige him to come back : 
But he, in fpite of his artillery, got out to fea and returned to Malta. 
This behaviour of the Spaniards, who had continual proofs of the fee- 
vices which the knights did their prince for the deforce of his domi- 
nions, offended all Europe, and ’twas laid, particularly in the courts 
of Italy, that the gallies of Malta had never beea cannonaded .'before, 
but by the carfoirs and infidels. The duke of Montalto fearing Jeft 
thele reports fhould reach his mailer’s ear, or that the grand mailer 
ihould complain to him, as he had juft reafon to do, thought fit to 
difbwn the conduct of the govemonr of Syracuie, and to condemn this 
proceedings, and to give a more fubftantiai fetisfadtkm for what had 
been done, promifed to allow the exportation of corn to Malta. 

The commander de Talembach, of the language of Germany, 
offers the order to fit out a galley at his own expence : the ipropofel 
was very agreeable to the council, but the war fpreading more and 
more in Germany, Tatembach’s propofol came to nothing. 

T h e commandery of Sarrafine is founded in Sicily, and die founder 
complimented with the privilege of wearing the habit of . the order, and 
enjoying the profits of his commandery during his life. 

1638. Some french knights lie with a naval force in the obannel of Mafia, 
and take feveral prizes from the Spaniards, during the -war between the 

two 
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two crowns. Captain Paul, a ferving brother, and a frenchman born, PaulLas- 
takes an algerine veflel in the fame place, carries it into Malta, and is 
well received there. But the grand mailer forbids him and all the 
knights to fight againfl any chnftian prince ; and writes about it to 
the king of France in very flrong terms, reprefenting to him, that fome 
knights on board his gallies had jufl taken fome ficilian fhips, which 
had interrupted the neceflary commerce between the ifles Of Sicily and 
Malta, and had exafperated the king of Spain’s miniflers, who gave out 
that all this was done in concert with the council of the order. 

The commander de Charolt general of the gallies goes a cruifing, 
takes feveral little vellels at firft, and lights upon three large fhips of 
Tripoli, that ferved for a convoy to a great number of other veflTels. 

The malteze general, without amufing himfelf with cannonading them* 
prepares to lay them on board, and divides his gallies. The admiral 
galley, and the St. Peter, under the command of the chevalier John 
Jerome de Gallean Chateauneuf, fell upon the commodore galley of the 
infidels. The St. Nicholas and the Victoria, commanded by brother 
John Baptifle Caracciolo, and brother John Brandao attack the admiral : 
the St. Ubaldelque and Sr. Anthony, commanded by brother Bartho- 
lomew Galiley, and brother Francis Talhult fet upon the vice-admiral. 

The engagement was bloody, and the infidels made a brave defence. 

Four hundred and fifty turkifh foldiers were on board this little fleet. 

Which was commanded by Ibrahim Rais, called la BecafTe, a renegado 
of Marfeilles, who for a long time Bad ferved in quality of a pilot on 
board the gallies of the order, and whole wife and children were flill at 
Malta. 

But he having been taken by the corlairs of Tripoli, bad turned 
mahometan, had ferved on board the infidel fleets, and by his valour 
and capacity railed himfelf to the pofl of admiral. Chateauneuf who 
commanded the St. Peter, laid him aboard, and Marcel de Chateauneuf 
the captain’s brother, is the firft who enters his fhip at the head of a 
good number of knights ; he cuts the turkilh foldiers to pieces, feizes 
la Bccalfe, drags and carries him to Galean de Chateauneuf his brother, 
under whom he had formerly ferved as a pilot. The other comman- 
ders had as good luccefs, fo that all the little fleet was taken, and not 
fo much as a fingle veffel efcaped. They made 31a flaves, and the 
general of the gallies returns victorious into the harbour of Malta with 
twenty fhips and vefTels laden with a rich booty. The order loft feve- 
ral very brave knights in this engagement, and among others brother 
Denis of Vionteflancourt, brother Bernard Perrot of Malmaifon, bro- 
ther >David Sanbolin, a novice, and brother .Nicholas of Biencojurt, a 
ferving brother, aUofthe language of France^ brother Francis Ilhard, 
brother Piolomini, and brother Philibert .Gattinara, of the language of 
Italy ; brother Alonlo Garzez of Marcilli, an arragonian novice, .and 
brother Galpard of Soula, a portuguefe. A much greater number of 
knights were wounded, they never failing to expale themcfelves with- 
out the lead relerve on fuch occafions. 

Balagu, bifhop of Malta, -to make bis clergy rUore numerous* 
gave the tonfure and the four Idler orders to all fuch young follows in 
Malta as prelented themfelves for that purpofe. Thefe new ecclefiafticks 
thought their tonlure was fufficient to difpenfe them from appearing 
In the companies in which they were enlifted ; from mounting the 
$ guard 
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Paul Las- guard in their turns, and from performing the other military fun&ions 
caris CA- to w hi c jj the grand matter had obliged the inhabitants. The king of 
Spain and pope Urban VIII blame the bithop’s conduct, and condemn 
the pretended ecclefiafticks to the tonfare, and to wear the habit of 
their order, and to ferve in the church agreeable to that function as 
there might be occafion for them, and ordered that all tiich of them as 
fhould be taken without their clerical habits, fhould be obliged to mount 
the guard in the fame manner as the other lay- inhabitants. 

Pope Urban VIII, who had no affection for the order, but on the 
contrary refolved to fubvert the government of it, grants leave, without 
the privity of the grand mafter, to the old commanders to make their 
wills and difpofe of their effects : a ftep calculated for the utter ruin of 
the treafury of the order, which by this permiflion is deprived of their 
perfonal eftates. 

Sixteen algerine gallies join together to make a defeent in the 
IVlarca d’Ancona, and plunder the rich treafiire of our lady of Loretto. 

Capello, admiral of the Venetian fleet meets, and purities them; 
they fly into the port of la Valone belonging to the grand feignior, 
where the Venetian admiral burns them without refpedt to their alylum : 
AmuratIV.this raifes the grand feignior’s refentment, who threatens to fall upon 
them, but he is at laft pacified with a fum of money. 

Some knights, who were juft come to be their own mafters, mask 
themfelves in carnival time, in the habit of jefuits. The fathers com- 
plain of it to the grand mafter, who orders fbme of the young men to 
be arrefted, but their comrades break open the prifon-doors and fet them 
at liberty. Upon this they all go in a body to the college, throw the 
furniture thyough the windows, and force the grand mafter to confent 
to their being lent out of the ifland. Eleven jefuits were put on board, 
four only ftaid behind, who had hid themfelves in the city of la Va- 
lette. The council and the great erodes did not difeover any great 
concern at the banilhment of thefe fathers, who in oppofition to their 
intereft, had taken upon themfelves to govern the grand mafters. 

The foundation of two commanderies ; that of Nardo by Lewis An- 
thony de Mafia, for the language of Italy ; and that of Nice, by the 
grand mafter, for the language of Provence. 

The prince of Hefle d’Armftat, general of the gallies, takes fix vet 
fels of corfairs in the port of Goletta. 

A year fatal to the order by continuation of the wars between 
the cljriftian princes. The treafury had not received fo much as a Angle 
crown from Germany for twenty years together. Moft of the french and 
Italian commanderies were ruined ; the exchange ran very high amongft 
them j fo that a crown which was worth 13 or 14 tarins, would hardly 
produce eleven upon exchange, which obliged the grand mafter and 
council to take up 100,000 ducats of the bank of Genoa at intereft, 
in order to carry on the fortifications of the ifland. 

New difputes with the Venetians, who as ufual lequefter the eftates 
of the order. 

Uladislaus IV king of Poland writes to the grand mafter, and 
pretends that the commanderies of Bohemia ought to be common to 
the polifh knights as well as to thofe of Bohemia, fince both priories 
were of the fame language. 

4 

War. 


1640. 


1641. 
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War of the Barberini againft the duke of Parma, in which they, P avl Las- 
tlnder pretence of his debts, wanted to feize upon the dukedom stklardT 
Caftro. 

Urban VIII finding that feveral italian princes had entered into a 1641. 
league to prevent his feizing on the dominions of the duke of Parma, 1643. 
requires the grand mafter to fend him the gallies of the order. His 
commands are immediately obeyed, but the allies feize in revenge upon 
dll the eftates of the order within their territories, and cannot be pre- 
vailed upon to take off the fequeftration till the order fhews them, that 
notwithftanding they had been forced to comply with the orders of the 
pope, their firft fuperiour, neverthelefs the commanders of the gallies 
had private orders to be only on the defenfive, agreeable to their infti- 
tution, which obliged them to offer no infult to any chriftian prince, 
and which they had always obferved. 

^ A memorable a&ion of general Boisbaudran, who expofes him- 1644* 
felf to be furrounded by eight corfair gallies, rather than abandon one 
belonging to the order, which, by reafon of the weaknefs of its crew, 
was not in a condition to keep up with him. 

The feafbn being ftill favourable for keeping out at fea, the grand 
mafter fent the gallies again a cruifing. On the 18th of September the 
knights difeovered about 70 miles from Rhodes a fhip to the leeward, 
not above four miles from them. The commodore being neareft, im- 
mediately gave her chace : *kc St. John and Sr. Jofeph foon came up 
with her, and feeing her prepare for a vigorous defence, and that fhe 
made a furious fire with her great and finall fhot, the knights grapple 
with her, board her fword in hand, and force the infidels to throw 
down their arms, and cry for quarter. 

Three other gallies, viz. the St. Laurence, commanded by Ra- 
phael Cotoner, the Sr. Mary by the chevalier de Piancour, and the 
vi&ory by the chevalier Noel de Villegagnon Chanforeft, meet with a 
great galion, which, in order to draw on the knights, conceals her 
ftrength, and makes no parade with her artillery. 

The St. Mary, whofe crew was in the beft condition, was up with 
her before the two others ; when without confidering the great dis- 
proportion there is between a fingle galley and a veflel of fo vaft a 
bulk, the chevalier de Piancour who commanded her, went to lay her 
aboard, upon which the other gallies advance to fuccour him. The in- 
fidels feeing their captain and principal officers killed, ftruck, after an 
engagement which had lafted feven hours, and in which the order loft 
nine knights, viz. Boisbaudran the general, Piancour captain of the 
St. Mary, the chevalier Camillo Schotti, brother Sebaftian Bcrtonmon- 
bai, Charles Morans of St. Mark, brother Robert and Nicholas of Bou- 
flers, and brother Stephen of Alegre, all knights probationers, and bro- 
ther Severin Richard of Allemand a ferving brother j but a much grea- 
ter number of them were wounded. The turks loft 606 men, befides 
a confiderable number who were taken prifbners, and among the reft 
a lady of the feraglio, who was going out of devotion to Mecca with a 
young child, the reputed fon of the grand feignidr Ibrahim, who after- 
wards entered into the order of St. Dominick, where he went by the 
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Paul Las- Ibrahim hearing of the taking of his great galion, together with 
caris CA- a j| t ^ e r i c h e s t hat were on board, lends a herald to declare war againft 
the grand maftcr and the order. 

164 ?. Great preparations made by the order to put itfelf in a condi- 
tion to oppofe the formidable power of the grand feignor. Succours, 
ammunition, and provifions are lent for from all quarters. A glorious 
and ever memorable a&ion of Lewis vicomte of Arpajon, a nobleman 
of the firft quality in France, who obliges all his vaflals to take up 
arms ; raifes a body of 2000 men at his own expence ; loads leveral 
vellels with ammunition and provifions, and lets fail with them, to- 
gether with a good number of gentlemen, who were either his friends 
or relations ; arrives at Malta, and prefents the grand mailer with a fuc- 
cour, which was lo very confiderable, that the like could hardly have 
been expedited from a Ibvereign prince. The grand mailer thought he 
could not better acknowledge a fervice of this importance, than by 
making him general of the troops, with the power of naming three 
lieutenant generals to command under him in thole places where he 
could not be prefent himfelf. 

The event lhewed that the grand leignior’s threatning of Malta was 
no more than a falfe alarm : But he invaded the ifle of Candia, befieged 
and took Canea. All his naval and land forces, his mighty fleets and 
confiderable armies fell upon that iflarid. Malta now freed from any 
danger of an attack, lends a fljuachem to fuccour the befieged. The 
vifeount of Arpajon takes leave of the grand mailer, wfio, in order to 
acknowledge the fuccour he had lo generoufly brought them, figns a 
bull in form, with the confent of the council, granting him and his 
eldefl fon the privilege of wearing the gold crols of the order, and de- 
claring that any one of his younger Ions, or his defendants, fhould be 
received, during their minority, into the order without paying any fees, 
and be honoured with the great crols as loon as ever they fhould have 
made their profeflion ; and that the chief and eldell branch of the family 
might quarter the crofs in their coat of arms. 

1646. X Th E-pope, at the king of Spain’s requefl, defires the grand mailer to 
give the great crofs to don Philip ion to the king of Tunis, who was 
turned chrillian. The council oppofe it vigoroully, from the averfion 
they had of feeing a moor, whofe converfion was much to be fulpe&ed, 
fill up one of the firll dignities of the order^ 

1 647. Brother Jey, marihal of the order, is named general of the gallies, 
but refutes that poll, from the confederation that his dignity of marihal 
gave him a right of commanding by lea as well as by land. But em- 
barking afterwards in order to join the Venetian fleet, he meets an alge- 
rine colair in the channel of Malta, near cape Paflaro : An engagement 
enlues, in which the marihal is fhot with a musket ball, of which he 
dies. 

Mas sanello raifes a very dangerous fedition in Naples. 

The adventures of Jacaya, a real or pretended prince of the ottoman 
houfe ; his letters to the grand mailer. Cardinal Maurice of Savoy en- 
deavours to engage the order to declare in his favour, notwithllanding 
the uncertainty of his pretenfions. The grand mailer excufes himfelf 
becaufe, as he faid, it would be impoffible to bring his defigns to bear, 
or to fupport his pretended right to the throne of Conltantinople, with- 
out the concurrence of the greatell princes of Europe. 

Pope 


Digitized by ^.ooQle 



THE KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 7S 

Pope Innocent X, in prejudice of the privileges of the order, con- P atjl Laf- 
fers the commandery of Parma upon young Maldachino, nephew to CARIS Ca ~ 
Donna Olimpia, his holinefs’s fitter-in-law. The order fends embafla- 
dours to all. the princes of chriftendom to complain of this injuftice, and 
to reprefent to them, that the order would be difabled from fitting out 
any fquadrons againft the infidels, if it fhould be ftripped in this manner 
of its belt commanderies. 

Death of the chevalier de Guile, who was killed in trying a canon. 

The treaties of Munfter and Ofnaburg deprive the order of a good 
number of commanderies to bellow them on the proteflant princes of 
Germany. 

A famine in the ifland of Malta. Cinqmars, commander of the 164?. 
St. Francis galley, meets a flemilh fhip laden with xooo load of corn 
juft purchaied in Puglia : the mafler refutes to fell it to the grand mafler, 
but a fudden florin forces him to put into the harbour of Malta, where 
he fells his corn to the great fatisfadtion of the people. 

The gallies of the order, after fcouring the Levant feas,' come back 
and put into the port of Meflina. The magiflrates of the city, from 
the apprehenfions they were under left thefe gallies fhould, in their re- 
turn to Malta, teize upon fome merchant fhips which were coming that 
way loaden with corn, lay an embargo on the St. Jofeph galley, com- 
manded by don John de Bichi of the language of Italy, by way of 
hoftage ; but fuffers the other &*** gallies, commanded by captains of 
the language of France* to go out of their port. Thefe officers deliver 
the grand maftcf a letter from the magiflrates of Meffina ; by which 
they tell him, that the only reafon of their laying an embargo on the St. 

Jofeph galley, was in order to employ it in quelling an infurre&ion of 
the people, who fuffered exceedingly from the dearth of corn. The 
grand mafler anfwers, that he is willing to believe, they have no diredt 
intention to offend the order, by an embargo which was fb highly in- 
jurious to it ; but that they do a great injury to chriftendom in pre- 
venting the gallies from returning to Candia to the fuccour of the Ve- 
netians. However, the grand matter fends to the port of Augufta for 
corn, which the magiflrates of that town were ready to furnifh the or- 
der with. 

The famine increafes at Malta : There is no wheaten bread to be 
had, not even fo much as for the infirmary ; . fo that the knights are 
forced to live on barley bread. They fend every where for corn but 
the captains of the veffels of the order are forbid to touch at the ports 
of Meffina and Palermo. 

The grand teignior Ibrahim is ftrangled in an infurredtion of the ja- 
nizaries, and they place Mahomet IV, his eldeft fon, on the throne. 

C a s se 1 n the turkifh general, purfues the war in Candia with great 
vigour, notwithftanding the revolutions which had happened in the 
empire. 

A great difpute carried on in the court of Rome, between the 
grand mafler and Imbroll priour of the church. This priour, who was j 
a teditious man, pretended to have a right, by virtue of his own autho- 
rity, and without the grand matter’s content, to convene an aflembly 
of the brother chaplains ; as if thofe ferving brothers, as well as him- 
felfi were not dependant on the grand matter. The fecond point in dif- 
pute was this priour’s pretending that he only had a right, indepen- 
dently 
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Pawl Las- dently from the grand matter, of vifiting the nuns of the order, and ap- 
caris Ca- pointing them confeflors. The grand affair in queftion was, to get the 
STEL ARD^ p 0 p e t0 con fl rm two volumes of the ftatutes of the order which that 
priour had compiled, and which he was fufpedted to have modelled ac- 
cording to his own private views, to the prejudice of the fupreme and 
lawful authority of the fuperiours of the order. 

1549. The battle of Foggia, at the mouth of the Dardanelles, in which 
the Venetians defeat the turks, and take and burn a good number of 
their fhips. 

Continuation of the fieee of Candia, which is defended by 
Mocenigo captain general, Morofini proveditor, the governour of the 
place, and the commander Balbiano general of the gallies of Malta, who 
being a man of very great experience was for that reafon called to all 
the councils of war. There was a debate at this time about an half 
moon at the baftion of Betlem, which the Turks had taken, and there- 
by put the reft of the place in danger. This affair was canvafied in 
the council, when the commander Balbiano offered to recover the 
works ; and in order to effe<ft it, he put himfelf at the head of thirty 
knights and an hundred of the braveft foldiers of his galley, command- 
ed by the chevalier de Sales, nephew to the famous St. Francis de Sales 
bifhop of Geneva. The attack is made in the night : The knights in 
the dark get upon the half-moon and kill all before them. The turks 
Wake in a furprize, but (land their ground and fight at firft with vigour : 
but being too few to oppofe the knights, they are forced at laft to fly, 
to leap over the parapet and abandon the half-moon. 

The turkilh general makes them the moft heavy reproaches for their 
cowardife ; they are aihamed of having quitted their poft, and in order 
to recover their honour, return the next morning in greater numbers. 
Caffein, to facilitate their fuccefs, fprings a mine, which blows up fe- 
veral knights, and, among others, the chevalier de Sales. This knight 
falls back into the mine, where he is buried to the middle ; but being 
dug out he perfe&s his lodgement* and gives the turks fuch a warm re- 
ception that they are not fond of renewing the attack. 

Notwithstanding the treafury was at fo low an ebb, and that a 
grievous famine infefted the ifle of Malta, the grand matter builds fort 
St. Agatha on the coaft of Meleca, and fupplies it with arms, provifions 
and a good body of knights, in order to oppofe any delcent of the 
corfairs on that fide. 

165 0. The governours of Sicily, not fatisfied with having refilled the order 

liberty to export corn from thence to fupply the ifle of Malta, refufe 
likewife to allow them to have any bisket made for their galhes, under 
pretence that it would be a prejudice to the fubje&s of his catholick 
majefty. The grand matter fends an embafiador to don John of Auftria, 
who interpofes with his authority, and removes thefe obftacles. 

Foundation of a library at Malta, and a ftatute made providing 
that all the books which fhall be found in the perfonal eftates of any 
of the knights, fhall not be fold like their other effe&s, but (hall be 
tranfported to Malta. 

The difeontent of the king of Spain’s minifters in Sicily againft the 
order is renewed, on occafion of the continual feifiires which the french 
made of the ficilian and fpanifh fhips ; moft of the french vefiels being 

com- 
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commanded by knights of that nation. Which hinders the gallies ofP AT7L 
the order from being (applied with provifions from Sicily. steward. 

Several prizes made by the gallies of the order near cape Bon ; 
among others an englilh veflel is taken, with a cargo on board be- 1651. 
longing to infidels. They here make thirty-two prifbners, among 
whom is Mahomet Ben Thefs, fon to the king of Fez and Morocco, 
a youth of twenty-one years of age. Upon their return from this 
cruifing, the gallies of the ord$r, and thole of the pope, join the Vene- 
tian fleet. 


The fpanifh minifters and governours in Sicily, incenfed more and 
more at the continual prizes made by french veflels, mod of which 
were commanded by knights of that country, order all the eftates of the 165-1. 
order in that kingdom to be fequeftered, and ifliie out a prohibition 
againfl fiipplying Malta with any provifions, or differing any malrefe 
vefTels to put into the ports of the ifland. 

The grand matter and council, furprized at thefe rigorous orders, 
endeavour to pacify the king of Spain, and accordingly iflue out a gene- 
ral prohibition, by which all the knights are forbid going on board any 
fhips that were to a£t againtt chrittian princes : And the agents of the 
order at the court of France, make frefh inftances that the french fhips 
may not come and attack thofe of Spain in the channel of Malta, and 
off of the coaft of Sicily. They likewife lent exprefs orders to all the 
governours in the ports of Malta to keep off the rovers, and not differ 
them to put into the port® of the order, as happened afterwards to the 
chevalier de la Carte, who after a fmart engagement off of Goza, 
offering to put into the road of Marza Sirocco, was fired upon by the 
batteries planted there, and forced to tack about ; which coming to the 
knowledge of don John of Auftffa, the king of Spain’s generaliffimo, he 
took off the fcqueftration and opened a free commerce between Malta 
and Sicily. 

The crew of the maltefe gallies being very much wcakned by the 
many voyages they were obliged to make into Candia, the pope being 
informed of the difficulty the order had to fit out a fquadron for want of 
(laves, made the grand matter a prefent of 3.5-0. 

They build a feventh galley at Malta. 1651} 

h e order makes a purchafe of the- ifle of St. Chriftopher in Ame- 
rica ; for which they were obliged to the chevalier de Poincy. He 
commanded in that ifland ; but the property of it was vetted in a com- 
pany of french merchants, under the protedtion of the croWn of 
France. He had built a cattle there, which he fortified like a citadel, 
and had feveral veflels for the defence of the ifland againtt the attempts 
of pirates. His enemies dreading his power, confpired to ruin him, or 
at leaft to turn him out of his government. Our knight having notice 
of their evil defigns, writes to the grand matter on that fubje<tt, and tells 
him that his effects were very confiderable, but that if he fhould die in 
the ifland they would be feized on either by the company of merchants 
or by his own enemies, and therefore he defired they would fend him a 
knight or two to fupply his place in cafe of his death, that the order 
might not be defrauded of what he left behind him. The grand matter 
referred the care of this affair to brother Charles Huault de Montmagni 
receiver of the priory of France, giving him at the fame time an exprefs 
commiflion, as procurator general of the order, to go over to the ifles of • 
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Paui. Las- America that held of the crown of France, and a power of chufing 
caris CA-f ome ot h er knight to be his companion in the voyage, and limply his 
ftead m calc he died. 

The grand mafter did not Hop here ; but being fully fatisfied of the 
good intentions of the chevalier de Poincy, who ailed in all this affair 
only for the good of the order, he wrote to the bailiff de Souvre, his 
embafladour at the court of France, and dire&ed him to ufo his endea- 
vours with the king to gain two points that feemed to him to be of 
great importance ; the firft was to interpofo his royal authority to put 
a Hop to the enterprizes of Patrocles de Thoifly, the chief of the op- 
pofite party, and a mortal enemy to the commander de Poincy ; the 
other article was to purchafe the rights of the proprietors of the ifland, 
and to get if he could Guadaloupe, Martinico, and other neighbouring 
ifles, comprehended in the purchafe. 

This negotiation was carried on by the bailiff de Souvre with all 
imaginable dexterity, and the ifland of St. Chriftophers was fold to the 
order by a contra# made at Paris, and ratified at Malta. This con- 
veyance was made on two conditions ; the firft was, that the order 
fhould engage to pay all the debts which the company of merchants, 
who were the proprietors, owed to the inhabitants of the ifland ; the 
focond was, that they fhould pay the fellers the fum of noooo livres 
tournois. In this bargain was comprehended not only the property 
and lordfhip of St. Chriftophers, and the little neighbouring ifles, as 
St. Bartholomew, St. Martin, St. Croix, and fome others ; but like- 
wife all the dwellings, lands, negroes, merchandize, ammunition and 
provifions, which was afterwards confirmed by the letters patents of 
king Lewis XIV, granted at Paris in the month of March 165 3. After 
this purchafe the grand mafter appointed the chevalier de Sales to aflift 
with his counfel the chevalier de Poincy, who was very old, and who 
died foon afterwards. The knight, far from having any perfonal eftate 
to enrich the order, left only behind him feveral Debts, which he had 
contracted to fupport himfelf in his government. 

1653 . / The gallies of the order join the Venetian fleet, and fail for Candia. 
Contagious diftempers deftroy abundance of the foldiers and crew of 
the maltefe fquadron : The general brings it back in a weak condition. 
In the midft of the channel of Malta he meets three veflels of Tripoli : 
They cannonade one another. The maltefe general not finding him- 
felf well enough manned to attempt to board them, fends to Malta for 
fuccours. The convent murmured exceedingly on this occafion, and 
laid that the general wanted courage more than force ; and that it was 
the firft time the gallies of the order had palled a whole day in can- 
nonading the enemies fhips without laying them aboard ; however the 
grand mafter font out feveral gallies, each manned with ten knights, a 
good number of foldiers and flaves. But there had rifon a gale of wind 
in the night that was favourable to the infidels, who had made ufo of it 
to fail off ; fo that the next morning when they were preparing to at- 
tack them, they found them gone off clear, without their being able to 
guefs which way they fleered their courfo. The fquadron was obliged 
to return back into the harbour of Malta, to the great mortification of 
the grand mafter, who expelled to foe his great nephew that commanded 
the fquadroa return back crowned with glory and vilfory. ^ 

• 
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A great diipute happens at the entry of the emperour^s Paul Las- 
Ombafladour at Madrid, about precedency between Abbe Icontri CARIS 
the grand duke of Tufcany’s embafladour, and the bailiff brother don^o^j 
Juan de Tordefillas, embafladour of the order. The grand duke’s em- 
bafladour pretends to preceed that of Malta, who oppofes it with vi- 
gour, and prefents a memorial to his catholick majeftyj wherein he 
mewed that the miniflers of the order of Malta had time oitt of mind 
preceeded all iiich as were not deputed by kings, and who were hot al- 
lowed to enter when the kings of Spain went to mals. This diipute i$ 
decided in favour of the embafladour of Malta. 

The court of France is dilpleafed at the grand mailer’s conduit in 16^4. 
having iffued out orders by which the king’s lhips were denied the ule 
of his ports. A french fleet being in the channel of Malta, was attack- # 
ed by a terrible ftorm, and offered to put into a port of the ifland fot 
fhelter. The grand mailer, who was afraid of incenling the Ipaniards, 
refufes to let the king’s lhips come in, and fires upon them. The whole 
court exclaimed againll the aition, and called it high trealon : and 
they talk of no Ids than feizing all the ellates of the order within the 
kingdom, and uniting them to the demefhes. The grand mailer excu- 
fes himfclf on account of the engagements which his predeceflors, 
with the content of our kings, had entered into with Charles the Vtb, 
and lends the deed of conveyance of the ille of Malta to court : at lafl 
this affair is made up by the dexterity of the bailiff de Souvre, and the 
credit of M. de Lomenie fi»«t;tary of Hate, one of whofe fons had been 
admitted into the order a little before, though he was a minor, and the 
grand mailer afterwards by way of acknowledgement gave him the com- 
mandery of Rochelle. 

The Venetians prevent the turks from coming out of the Dardanel- 
les : this occafions an engagement in which the infidels lofe 14 veflels, 
leven of which Were burnt* two llranded, and five taken. 

Five gallies of the order coming into the port of Genoa, and falute- 
ing only the town, and the king of Spain’s admiral, the genoele order 
them to be attacked, the genoefe admiral pretending a right to be 
faluted as well as the reft. The knights icfufed it, whereupon the 
magiftrates fignify to the commodore, that they will fire upon his 
gallies, and fink them if he does not comply. The general of the 
gallies, to lave his Iquadron, is forced to give them latisfa&ion. 

A s he goes out of the harbour, he meets a genoele veflel, and lends 
to Ipeak with her. Finding it was no more than a merchant Ihip, he 
only tears to pieces the flag, which had the arms of the republick on 
it, till luch time as he might meet with, and revenge the infult that had 
been offered him, upon feme gallies or men of war. 

A dec ree of the lupreme council* declaring, that no genoele fhail 
be admitted into the order till fuch time as fatisfa&ion lhall have been 
given for the violence which had been committed upon the Iquadron of 
the order. 

The malteze Iquadron goes to join the Venetian fleet which they 
meet at the mouth of the Dardanelles, confiding of Z4 gallies, (even 
galeafles, and x 8 large lhips, under the command of Laurence Marcello. 

The grand feignior’s armada, commanded by Sinan Baffa, advances to 
open the pillage. A battle enfues between the two fleets : the turks 
are defeated by the chtiftians, who gain a compleat vi<ftory, and rev 
$ ducc 
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Pavl LA*-duce the ifle of Tenedos. But this advantage was bought dear by the 
cask is Ca* dgath of the Venetian general, who was killed in the engagement by a 
cannon fhot. 

The duke of Oflima, viceroy of Sicily, dying about this time, the 
king of Spain appoints brother Martin de Redin, of the language of 
Arragon, to fucceed him ; he goes from Malta to Sicily to take poflef- 
fion of his new dignity. 

They baptize at Malta the young turk, fuppofed to be Ibrahim’s 
fbn before-mentioned, and Mehemet Binthefi, who pafles for the ion 
of the king of Fez and Morocco. 

1657. The war of Candia may well enough be Riled the war of Malta, 
the order never failing to put every year a fquadron to iea for the de- 
# fence of that ifland. This year the gallies of the order joined the Ve- 
netian fleet, commanded by Lazaro Mocenigo a noble Venetian, in 
the channel of Jero. The chief deiign of the turks was to recover the 
ifle of Tenedos. With this view Mehemet the grand vifier kept a 
great body of troops near the Dardanelles ready to embark, in order to 
make a delcent upon it. The chriilian fleet coming near the place, 
and landing fome troops to take in freih water, the turks attacked them 
and fell with fuch fury on a german battalion, that not being able to 
iuflain the charge, they fled, and Billing foul on the other battalions, 
threw all into difbrder and confuflon. The turks puriued them to the 
fea-fide, and cut a good numher of them to pieces, among which was 
the chevalier de. Teflancour. 

The turkifh fleet appears, confuting of 30 gallics, nine galeafles, 
and 18 (hips, befides faicks and other (mall veflels. The commander 
of it had orders to fail out of the Dardanelles, and do all that lay in his 
power to recover the ifle of Tenedos. The pope’s gallies join the 
chriftian fleet under the command of the priour de Bichi, to whom the 
Venetian general gives the precedence, on account of his reprefenting 
the pope. 

Another fea-engagement at the Dardanelles between the two 
fleets. The turks are defeated. The Venetian general aferibes the 
victory to the naval skill and valour of the maltele fquadron, and 
lends a brigantine on purpofe to congratulate him on this occafion. 
But the general, defirous of burning fome turkifh gallies which had re- 
tired under the cannon of the fortrefles, and advancing too far, a ball 
from one of the caftles let fire to the St. Barbe, which was boarded by 
the Venetian admiral, and blew it up.* The general loft his life, and of 
700 men that were on board, there were but a 50 laved by the chriftian 
faicks that haftened to their fuccour. The confederate fleet feparates, 
the malteze and the pope’s gallies return towards the weft, and the Ve- 
netians not being now ftrong enough to fight the turkifh fleet, the infi- 
dels befiege and retake Tenedos. 

7. Death of the grand mafter Lafcaris, in the 97th year of his age. 

Aug. 14. The bailiff Lafcaris nis great nephew ere&ed a fine monument for him 
in the chapel of the language of Provence, in the church of the priory 
of St. John, on which the following epitaph is engraved. 

D. O. M. 

** Hie jacet frater Joannes Paulus de Lafcaris Caftelard M. magifter & 
« melitse princeps qui nafeendo ab imperatoribus & comitibus Vintimi- 
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THE KNIGTH8 OF MALTA. Bt 

u lias accepit nobilitatcra, vivendo in confiliis Sc legation ibqs fecit La»- 
* ampliflimam, & moriendo inter omnium lacrymas reddidit immor- s^aLARD*" 
“ talcm. Regnavit annos XXI, inter principcsfbrtunatus, erga Tub- 
“ ditos pater patriae, erga religionem bene-merentiffimus, feptima tri- 
« remi quamannuis redditibus ftabilivit, novacommendaquam inftituit, 
u aliis atque aliis aedificiis quae conftruxit, tot terri manque viCtoriis 
** omnibus Celebris* ibli Deo Temper affixus obiit die decima quarts 
“ Augufti anno Domini 1657, aetatis fiiae 97/’ 

After paying the laft duties to the grand mailer, the convent was 
to proceed to the choice of a fecceflbur. There were two potent and 
formidable fa&ionsat Malta. Martin de Redin, priour of Navarre and 
viceroy of Sicily, was at the head of the ftrfl ; and in his abfence the 
commander don Antonio Correa Soufe his intimate friend had the ma- 
nagement of his party. But there was another party formed, called the 
flying fquadron, confiding of old commanders and great erodes, who 
had been principally concerned in the government under the proceeding 
reign ; the inquilitour of Malta Redin’s enemy was at the head of this 
cabal. He, in order to ruin the oppofite party, prefented a brief from 
the pope dated the 9th of December 16 f 6, in which his holinefe order- 
ed him, in cafe of the death of the grand mailer Lafcaris, to declare all 
fiich knights deprived of either a&ive or palfive voice* as fhould be con- 
victed of having caballed or employed money, promifes or threats for 
the election or cxclufion of any perfon whatfoever ; every fiich perfon 
the pope interdicted from a right of voting, as being a vicked and fimo- 
niacal perfon. 

The inquilitour propofed by this declaration to make Redin’s elec- 
tion mifearry, but it had a quite contrary effect. The knights of his 

^ imagined themfelves after this obliged in honour to pernll in their 
lifpofition. Notwithflanding all the declarations of the inquilitour, 
who Signified by his fecretary, that Martin de Redin priour of Navar- 
re was excluded from the election* as being an ambitious perfon, who 
had employed unworthy expedients to advance himfelf to the grand 
mallerlhip. This nobleman had a majority of votes, and accordingly Martin 
was proclaimed grand mailer. Odi, in a rage, entered protells againlt DE Red * n - 
it. R e d 1 n, to elude the effects of it, font the pope an authentick 
account of his election, declaring to him at the feme time, that if his 
holinefe had any exceptions to his perfon, he was ready to renounce it. 

The pope, who did not care to be fubfervient to the paflion of his offi- 
cer, and was vexed that he had employed his authority in oppofing a 
knight that was a miniller of the king of Spain, and the option of the 
greatefl part of the knights who efteemed him, readily approved the 
grand mailer’s election. He drew up a brief for that purpafe, and lent 
it to the inquilitour with orders to carry it himfelf, and declare to 
the council, that his holinefe acknowledged Redin for the lawful prince 
of Malta. Thus the Very perfon who had oppofed his eledion with 
the greatell fury and paflion, had the mortification to be as it were the 
herald to proclaim it. The priour de Bichi, nephew to the pope and 
general of his gallies, came to Malta, where he waited upon the grand 
mailer, who conferred upon him the rich commandcry of Polizzi in 
Sicily . And this nobleman, who was the favourite nephew of his holi- 
nefe, having joined his gallies to thofe of the order, the grand mailer, 
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Martin before he went oat of the harbour, made him a prefent of a crofs let 
with diamonds, valued at i xoo crowns. 

1658. The grand matter's firft care was to provide for the fecurity of the 
ittand, and to prevent the infidels from making defcents, efpecially in 
the night-time. For this end he built towers all along the coaft at pro* 
per diftances for the peafants of each quarter of the country who 
mounted the guard to retire to r and made a fund out of his own purle 
for the fubfiftance of fiich as fhould be employed in this fervice, and 
keep watch in the night-time. 

The pope recalls the inquifitour Qdi, and Cafanatta is put in his 
ftead. The grand matter orders that whenever a knight who hath only 
the little crofs, is invetted with the Chara&er of an embafladour, if 
there fhould happen to be any knights who are great crofTes in the fame 
court, they fhall be obliged, for the honour of the order, to attend and 
wait upon him in all his fun&ions. 

The richeft commanderies become fucceflively the prey of the 
pope’s nephews. Alexander VII gives the commandery of Bologna to 
Sigifmund Chigi, and divides that of Frano into three commanderies* 
giving the beft of them to Charles Chigi. 

1659 . The commander de Mandolx is appointed a fecond time general 
of the gallies : he puts to fea with his fquadron to join that of the pope ; 
he meets near Augutta with two brigantines of Barbary, which he takes, 
and the infidels that were on board them ferve to recruit his erCw of 


galley-flaves which was very much weakened. The two fquadrons 
join, and receive in an ittand of the archipelago a letter from the Vene- 
tian general with advice that the grand feignior’s fleet was retired into 
the harbour of Rhodes, but was immediately to fee fail from thence to 
go to Conftantinople, and that if they would come up and join the main 
fleet they would have an opportunity^ fighting the infidels, and fhare- 
ing with him in the glory of their defeat. The two fquadrons failing 
on, chace three turkilh galiots in their way. One of the three efcapes 
by rowing vigoroufly ; the two others tun a-ground, and one of them 
is taken. The pope’s general feizes upon it, and will needs carry it to 
Civita -Vecchia, to fhew his matter that he had been in fight of the 
enemy. He declares to the general of the order that he is refblved to 
return weftward : this refblution of retiring furprized Mandolx exceed- 
ingly, who could not comprehend the reafonofit, and who thereupon 
broke out into the mott heavy complaints upon that account, and in- 
deed in very harfh terms. But nothing could prevail upon the priout 
of Bichi, who was obftinately refolved to go : the malteze general does 
not think proper to feparate from him, for fear of expofing the pope’s 
fquadron to be attacked by the infidels ; fo borh fquadrons fteer back 
to the wett, and retire into their refpe&ive ports. 

1660. T he year following was famous for the peace between the two 
crowns of France and Spain to the inexprettible fatisfa&ion of the grand 
matter and the whole order, who now faw themfelves enabled to obferve 


that neutrality between chrittian princes, which the order had always 
profetted ever fince its foundation. 

The grand matter, after having fufiered the mott racking pains from a 
ftoneoffour ounces weight, died on the 6 th of February. His epitaph 
mentions his fervices, and contains an account of the leveral dignities 
he had filled up. 

D.O.M. 
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frHE KNIGHTS O P A t,TA. ** 

D; • O. M. Mamin 

“ iEternae memoriaefacrum M. magiftri D. de Redin maghi ' 

“ ob genus propinqui, cujuS ante , aetatem praematura virtus ficulae* 

“ inde neapolitanse clafflum praefbCturam mertiit. Adoltus ad fummutd 
“ Pontificem & Hifpaniarum regem legatus, profeCtus exefcitus regies 
« apud Catalaunos & Calicos, caeterolque Hifpaniae populosfummo cum 
“ imperio rexir, inde viCtor iis, meritis atque ahnis auCtus, ex briore Na-‘ 

“ varrae atque Sicilia: prorege princeps Melitae eledtus iniulam prOpug- 
“ naculis ac turritis fpeculis, urbes aggeribus horreis annoni ac vario 
“ beili commeatu iniututis mumvit. Ducis Bullonii exemplum fecutus 
“ expeditions hierofolymitanae principibus Europae fe ultrb yel ducem 
“ yel comitem obtulir. Obiit die fexta Februarii 1660, aetatis 70. Im- 
“ perii terfio.” 

A f t e r the grand matter's funeral, the convent friet as ufual to pro- 
ceed to the choice of his fucceflour : the one arid twenty electors ha- 
ving duly weighed the merit and capacity of the candidates, agreed 
dnanimoufly in the election of brother Annet de ClernrtOnt de ChattesAN n e t 
Gefian, bailiff of Lyons : and the electing knight proclaimed him grand®® Cler * 
mailer of the order of St. John of Jerufalem : Two days after the coun- 1 ^^-^ 
cil acknowledged him as lovereign prince of the ifles of Malta and 
Goza. > ■ 

This title of fovereignj which reflects an honour upon the families 
pf the knights who are advanced to the grand mafterlhip, Was nothing 
extraordinary in the illullrious houfe of Clermoht. Their ancdflors, be- 
fore the treaty made A.D. 1340. between Humbert Dauphin, and Ai- 
nard de Clermont, enjoyed all the rights of fo vereignty in the domini- 
ons they poflefled between Dauphiny and Savoy. We find in hiftory 
that the vifcounts of Clermont levied troops, made war, alliances and 
treaties, and laid what taxes ahey pleafed on their fubjeCts before the 
treaty of 1340. Thefe vilcotmts always kept flrong garrilons in 
the towns and caftles of Chavacert and Sailffin ; places which at that 
time were looked upon- as impregnable, and lay both of them upon the 
river Gue, which divides Savoy from the territories than: belonged to 
the lords of Clermont. 

Annet de Clermont role to the grand mafterlhip purely by his 
virtues. His courage, his piety, a diftinguilhing zeal for religion, his 
good nature and humanity in all his actions, and a moft engaging and 
obliging manner of receiving people, made all the knights wifh for the 
long continuance of his reign : but providence difpofed otherwife of him. 

This great man, who feemed to be bom to make his order happy* fell 
fick three months after his election. Some wounds which he had re- 
ceived at the fiege and taking of Mahometa in Barbary, bleeding afrefh, 
put an end to his life in the 73d year of his age ; he died in the arms: 
of his knights to their great affliction. His epitaph contains his cha- 
racter, and the principal a&ions of his life. • - J 

D. O. M. 

“ H i c jacet emiri. Frater Annetus de ChatfeS-GCfian, qui a comf- 
a tibus Clarimontis ortum accepit, a pontificibus facras claves & Thia- 
“ ram utramque per majores in Califto x. fed is apoftolicas acerrimos' 

“ defenlores. Hoc uno vere majorum omnium maximus quod 1 tiarae? 

“ fupremam coronam adjunxit, creatus nemine difcrepante ex bajulivo 

f Lugduni 
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Annet ** Lugduni mag. magifter & Melitae princeps. Eum apicem meritajam- 
»e Gler- «< pridem exegerant, vota nunquam pradumpferant ^ fed virtutes tule- 
“ runt fuffragium, pietas in dividis, prudentia in humanis, fuavitas in 
“ congreffu, majeftas in inceflu, marefcalli integritas, terras marifque 
« imperium ; de luo nihil ipfe contulit, nifi quod amicis obedivit. Reg* 

« navit ad perennem memoriam vix quatuOr menfibus : brevis vitae 
“ nulla pars periit : primam religioni, fecundam populo, tertiam fibi, 

« omnem Deo confecravit. Obiit inter lacrymas, & vota omnium die 
“ fecunda Junii 1660, aetatis fuae feptuagefimo tertio.” 

Two days after they had paid the lad office to the grand matter de 
Chattes-Gefiaa, the chevalier d’ArfeviUiere of the laoguage of Auverg- 
ne, grand marfhal of the order, and whom the late grand mafter, a few 
dajrs before his death, had nominated to the poft of lieutenant-general 
to the mafterlhip, called a general aflembly for the ele&ion of a new 
grand mafter. After the preliminary ceremonies ufed on fiich occa- 
sions, the languages retired into their refpe&ive chapels to chufe the 
three perfons who were to vote in the ele&ion of a grand mafter, and 
to pitch upon a fourth voice which was to reprefent the knights of the 
language of England. 

1. There were in the language of Caftile and Portugal 31 perfons 
that had voices, who ele&ed the chevalier de Ximenes the great chan- 
cellour, Hozes bailiff of Lora, Barriga the vice-chancellour, and for the 
language of England, they named tne commander Xelder. 

i. The language of Arragon, in which Catalonia and Narvarre are 
comprehended, had 3? perfons that had votes, who ele&ed Bueno 
priour of the church, Galdian priour of Armenia, Raphael Cotoner ad- 
miniftrator of the bailiwick of Majorca, and for England they chofe 
Nicholas Cotoner brother to Raphael. 

3. Germany had not above 12 perfons that had votes in the con- 
vent, and their choice fell upon the grand bailiff of Breflaw, Ofterhauf 
fen grand priour of Denmark, and the commander Ofotifcki, and for 
England they pitched upon the commander de la Tour. 

4. There were 78 perfons that had votes in the language of Italy, 
who named Sfondrati bailiff of St. Euphemia, Bondinelli priour of A- 
quila, with the priour of Rochelle ; and for England Tancred bailiff of 
Venufia. 

5 . France had 56 perfons that had votes, who ele&ed Valen^ai 
grand priour of Champagne, Anthony de Conflans lieutenant to the 
grand hofpitaller, and the commander Gilbert d’Elbene, and for Eng- 
land they named Joachim de CallemaYfon. 

6 . There were 89 knights that had votes in the language of Pro- 
vence, who chofe Monmejan a great commander, Polaftron la Hilliere 
priour of Toulouie, faint Marc bailiff* of Manofque, and for England 
the bailiff de Mandolx. 

7. Auvergne ftaid in the nave of the church, near the perfon of . 
the marfhal d’Arfevilliere, on account of his poft of lieutenant of the 
mafterfhip. There were 35" votes in this language who named the 

* marfhal de I’Arfevilliere, Gerlande bailiff of Lyons, with the comman- 
der de l*Arfevilliere brother to the lieutenant ; and for England the com- 
mander de la Roche. 

Intrigue 
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Intrigue and cabal prevailed very much in this eledion, and 
the commander de Valer^ay, who fecretly afpiredto this dignity, even 
during the life-time of the laft grand mauler, thought himlelf lure of 
* nine votes. But when the eledion came on, there were leveral other 
old commanders who put up as candidates, particularly the marlhal de 
Arfevilliere, Raphael Cotoner, Monmejan, St. Marc, and Hozez above- 
mentioned, who though they had their feveral parties, yet all agreed 
to exclude Valen9ay, whole party Teemed the moll numerous and for- 
midable. 

Vale n c a y, to weaken this cabal, pretended to give up his hopes 
and pretentions, and accordingly told the principal leaders of the op- 
pofite party leverally, that he and his nine friends would readily join 
in their eledion : which put them upon their guard againll one another. 
But Bueno priour of the church found out the artifice, and alTured 
them that Valen^ay defigned only to difunite them with his infidious 
promiles, and that therefore, in order to Ihew him they were not to be 
impoled on, and to exclude him entirely, they Ihould all of them by 
concert compromife their votes, and leave it entirely to Tome one of 
their party to difpole of them, taking an oath to concur bona fide in 
the eledion of fuch perfon among their number as he Ihould judge moll 
■ deferving of the poll of grand mailer. Twelve old commanders or 
great crofles came into the propofal, and agreed in naming the great 
commander Monmejan, a knight highly efieemed for his probity, to be 
the perfon to whom they would refer the difpofal of their votes. He 
was far from imitating the grand mailer de Gozon on the like occafion 
and naming himlelf, but declared in the afTembly, that he thought they 
could not make a better choice than of the perfon of Raphael de Coto- 
ner bailif of Majorca. 

These twelve eledors concurring with the nine of Valensay’s 
party, chole three others out of thofe that had been named for the lan- 
guage of England, who were the bailiff de Mandolx, Tancred bailiff of 
Venufia, and Nicolas Cotoner bailiff of Negrepont. Thele 24 electors 
chole brother John Diodati priour of Venice to beprefident of the elec- 
tion, the commander brother Denis Ceba of the language of Italy to be 
eleding knight,* the commander brother Francis Deidie for chaplain of 
the election, and the commander brother Michael Porruel of the lan- 
guage of Arragon for ferving brother of the eledion. This eledion 
put an end to that of the 14, and thele jail having all the power lodged 
* in themfelves, chole 1 3 new eledors, which with them three made up 
die number of 16, who were to have the final nomination of the grand 
mailer. 

1. Bar rig a of the language of Callile and Portugal, vice-chan- 
cellour of the order. Was the firil perfon eleded. 

x. T h e commander brother Anthony de Glandeve Callelet, of the 
language of Provence, chole for the language of England. 

3. The commander brother Adrian de Contremolins, of the lan- 
guage of France. 

4. The commander brother Lewis deFay Gerlande,of the language 
of Auvergne. 

The commander brother Adolfe Frederick de Reede, of the lan- 
guage of Germany. 

6. The Commander brother Henry deVilleneuveTorenqae, of the 
language of Provence. Vol. II. * Y 7. T h e 
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7. T h e commander brother John de For fat, of the language of 
Auvergne. 

8. The commander brother Henry de la Salle, of the language of 
France. 

9. The commander brother Francis Ricaloli, of the language of 
Italy. 

10. The commander brother Ifidore d’Argai, of the language of Ar- 
ragon. 

11. The commander brother don Antonio Correa de Soura, of the 
language of Caftile and Portugal for England. 

ix. The commander brother Francis Wratiflau, of the language of 
Germany. 

13. The commander don Lewis Kelder, of the language of Caftile 
and Portugal. 

The uxteen ele&ors, after taking the ulual oaths, and ihutting them- 
lelves up in the conclave, dire&ed, the electing knight to go up into 
the gallery which looks into the church, and proclaim that they had 
Raphael chole brother don Raphael Cotoner bailiff of Majorca to be their grand 
Cotoner, m after. Immediately TeDeum wasfungby way of thanksgiving : and 
all the knights came afterwards to kifs his hand, and take the oath 
Tune 6 obedience, and the next day the council gave him the title of fove- 
’ reign prince of the ifles of Malta and Goza. 

We obferved under the year 1645', that the turks, after having 
threatened the ifle of Malta with a fudden invafion, fell with all their 
forces upon that of Candia, which belonged to the ftate of Venice. 

St. Theodora was the firft place they attacked. They carried it with- 
out any great refiftance, and put all the garrifon, to the fword. They 
next invefted Canea both by lea and land, and took it after a bloody 
liege which lafted forty days. The govemour liirrendered upon ho- 
nourable terms, and the infidels were very punctual in keeping the ar- 
ticles of the capitulation. 

The year following, the Venetian, the malteze, and the pope’s 
gallies landed a confiderable body of troops under the command of the 
duke de la Valette. This general endeavoured to retake Canea, and in- 
vefted it : but the turks came with a confiderable body of troops and 
forced him to raile the liege. They afterwards took Rhetimo, Mulca- 
va, Melo potamo and Calamo. Their principal defign was to beliege 
the capital of the illand but as they were fenfible the place was forti- 
fied both by art and nature, and that there was a garrifon in it nume- * 
rous enough for an army, they only built a fort to hinder their incur? 
lions, and to block up the place. This fort they called New Candia* 
and furnilhed it with a garrifon of <$000 men. 

The two parties caried on the war for feveral years with various 
iuccels. The Venetians finding themfelves prefied by the formidable 
power of the turks, applied to moft of the european princes for luccour. 
pope Alexander VII, and Raphael Cotoner grand mailer of Malta, fent 
them their gallies. Lewis XIV king of France fent them alio 3 600 men 
under the command of a prince of the houfe of Eft. But this prince 
being ready to embark, the commander de Gremonville, of an illuftrious 
family in Normandy, whom the king named ft>r the prince of Eft’s 
lieutenant, and the chevalier Paul a lerving brother, and one of the 
ableft fea*officers in Europe, were appointed to carry over the troops. 

The 
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The duke of Savoy fent two Regiments of foot of 500 men each. The Raphael, 
gendefe offered a confiderable fuccour of men and money, provided 
the Venetians w.ould treat them as their equals. But as thole tvyo re- 
publicks had time Out of mind fought againfl one another to determine 
that nice difpute, the Venetians were lb jealous of their fuperiority, 
that they refufed to Accept the genoefo re-inforcement upon that con- 
dition. 

The defign of the chriflian generals was to recover the tdwn of 
Canea ; but not having troops enough to befiege it in form, and to 
hinder the infidels from throwing fuccours into it, they refolved to take 
fome forts, that were in the hands of the turks, and to lay in the neigh' 
bourhood of Suda. Their firfl attempt was upon the poll of Sandfa 
Veneranda, which the infantry took by florm. The turks at the noife 
of this attack, advanced that way, and came to an engagement with the 
battalion of Malta, which repulfod and put them to flight. They next 
took Calogero, which the turks abandoned ; and Calami, which took 
them up no more time than was neceflary to adjufl the capitulation. 
Apricorno, made a better defence : it was a place of difficult accefs, 
by reafbn of a narrow way which they muft neceflarily pafs through, 
and which the turks had in a manner flopped up, with a prodigious 
number of trees they had felled for that purpofe. Some Iquadrons of 
their troops Tallied out of the place td reconnoitre the forces of the 
chriflians. Garenne a french officer at the head of two iquadrons; 
charged them briskly, and put them to flight. But fome turks obfer- 
ving, that he in his eagernefsto purfue them, had advanced a pretty way 
before his main body they turned Ihort upon him, and flruck off his 
head at once, with a fabre. The campaign ended with different fuc- 
cefs on both Tides. The chriflians, who beat and were beaten on 
feveral occafions, retired to Cicalaria, a place covered bn one Tide with 
inacceffible mountains; and on the other, by a wood ; and the turks 
incamp at Maleta. 

The 14th of January of the following year, the general of the \ 66 i] 

gallies of the order met a veflel of Tunis off of cape Paflaro in Si- 
cily, which he took. He made on this occafion 1 50 flaves, among 
whom was the cadi dey of Tunis’s fbn, and achoaoux of the grand 
feignior’s, who had been carrying liis orders to Algiers, Tunis, and 
Tripoli, and other places on the coafl of Barbary. Gravie a ferving 
brother, as he was cruifing near Tripoli, took foon afterwards ano- 
ther fhip of the infidels, with ifo janifaries on board, defigned to re- 
inforce the garrifon of Gigibarta a fortrefs of Barbary. 

Towards the middle of April, brother Paul a ferving brother 
entered the port of Malta, with three of the king of France’s gallies, 
and the grand mailer font him a compliment by his fenefohal. As Toon 
as he landed he went up to the palace to pay his duty to thim,' as to 
his fuperiour ; and the grand mafler received him with great dehionflra- 
tions 0/ kindnels, omiting no teflimony of that regard which he thought 
due to the merit and valour of a perfbn, who had raifod himfolf from a * 
private Tea-officer, to the poll of lieutenant to the lord high admiral of 
France. 

Though the grand mafler was at a very great expence, in fend- 
ing confiderable fuccours to Candia ; nevertheless by his good manage- 
ment, there was no want of funds for other purpofos ; of which he 
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Raphael did not fail to make a worthy ufe, fuirable to his natural generofiry, 
Cotonea. an( j t jj e magnificence of a great prince. He employed part of them 
this year in enlarging the infirmary ; and at the lame time, beautified 
the church of the priory of St. John, with excellent paintings and 
pi&ures of devotion, which ftill remain in that church as a perpetual 
monument of his piety. In the mean time the gallies of the order 
putting to fea, joined the pope’s fquadron, which was commanded by 
the priour de Bichy, near Augufta ; failing afterwards into the archipe- 
lago, they met the Venetian fleet near the ifle of Andros, and went to- 
gether in queft of that of the turks. They feoured all the leas 
thereabouts, but having no manner of news of it, the allies feparated 
in order to return home. The malteze gallies keeping on their courie, 
met off of the coaft of Calabria two Barbary galiots of fourteen benches 
each, which the knights took after a flight refinance. This is reckon- 
ed to be the year when the fenate of Venice, in confideration of the 
continual fervices which the republick received from the order, made a 
decree by which the knights of Malta were allowed to wear their arms 
at Venice, and all other places within their territories : a privilege that 
was not indulged the natural fubje&s of the ftate. 

1663. I n the beginning of the year 1663 the doge ufed great inflances with 

the grand mailer to fend out the gallies of the order. Cotoner thought 
atfirfl that he, out of refpedt to the holy fee, ought to wait for the 
pope’s fquadron, but having advice that his holinefs kept them at Ci- 
vita-Vecchia, through the apprehenfions he was under of his molt 
chriflian majefty’sjuft refentment for the infult which had been offered 
the embafladour of France and his lady by the pope’s guard of Corfi, 
the gallies of the order put to fea on the 15th of May under the com- 
mand of the commander de Breflaw, and failed for the Levant. After 
fome prizes of frnall confequence which the general of the gallies lent 
to Malta, he joined the Venetian fleet upon the nd of the fame month 
near the ifle of Andro. George Morofini a noble Venetian was the 
admiral of it, who told him that the turks had fitted out no fleet this 
year, and that therefore he ihould employ the forces of the allies in 
cruifing at fea, and Icouring the coafls of the infidels. 

The grand mafler Cotoner dies of a malignant and contagious fever, 
which ran over the whole ifland, and was particularly rife in the city 
of la Valette. He was a prince truly worthy of his dignity, prudent 
in his condu&, pious in his fentiments, magnificent in his way of living, 
and without any view but the defence of the chriftians, the fervice and 
happinefs of his knights, and the honour of his order. The knights of 
his language ere&ed a fine monument for him in the chapel of Arragon, 
and put over him the following epitaph. 


Aragonum quicunque teris Melitenfe facellum. 

Sacraque figna vides, ftfle viator iter. 

Hie ille eft primus Cotonera e ftirpe magifter. 

Hie ille eft Raphael, conditus ante diem. 

Talis erat cervix Melitenfi digna corona : 

Tale fuit bello confiliifque caput. 

Cura, fides, pietas, genius, prudentia, robur 
Tot dederant vitae piguora cara fuse, 
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tjt dum casleftes citias raperctur ad arces, 

Ordiriis haec fuerit mors properata dolor. 

Qui ne mutatas regni ientiret habenas, 

Germano rerum ftasna regenda dedit. 

Csetera ne quaeras, primus de ftirpe lecunduni 
Promeruit : iatishoc, perge viator iter. 

• On the 13d of October, Bandinelli priour of Aquila, whom the grand 
mailer a few days before his. death had named lieutenant of the matter- 1 
Ihip, called a general aflembiy of the convferit for the eledion of a new 
grand matter : there were in it at this time 293 perfons who had votes.' 

After the preliminary ceremonies, a circumftance happened in this 
which had never happened before in any former ele&ion, which was 
that the grand matter’s brother Was cholen his fucceflour. For though 
there were not wanting in the order, and even at Malta, leveral perfons 
that might juftly pretend to this dignity, and who were admirably well 
qualified for it, yet the ‘merit; of the two brothers was lb generally 
known, that as loon as ever the eldett expired, there was an Unanimous 
Concurrence of all the voices, of people as well as knights, even be- 
fore the election came on, in favour of brother Nicfiblas Cotoner bai* NicHotA* 
lift* of Majorca : To that all the debtors, the 3 1 as Well as the 16, went 
into the conclave for form lake only to keep to the letter of the ftatutes,' 
and immediately afterwards bt other Don Emanuel Arriae^vice-chan- 
cellout of the order,' who was chole the ele&ing knighr, proclaimed 
him grand matter ; and . the next day he was declared in full cbuncil 
fovereign of the ifles of Malta and Goza. 

The corlairs of Barbary having carried their piracies as far as the 1664 ! 
coaft of Provence, Lewis the XIV th, to reprefs their inlolence, was 
advifed to fettle a colony on the coaft of Barbary, and to build a for- 
trels with a port well fortified for the lecurity of his fhips, and fituatedf 
fo as to be able to give advice from time to tithe when ariy fquadrons 
of the infidels Ihould put to lea. The village of Gigeri was propofed 
to him for this purpole, which lies near the fea between the towns of 
Algiers and Bugia, fifteen miles from both of them. Near thiS village 
there was an old cattle built on the top of a mountain and almott inac- 
ceflible. The king appointed the duke of Beaufort great admiral of 
France, to put this project in execution, and defired the grand matter 
to lend the gallies of the order to his afliftance. He did lb, and ac- 
cordingly the malteze Iquadron joined the king’s fleet in Port-Mahon. 

The chriftians landed their troops without oppofition, and immediate- 
ly let to work in laying the foundations of the fort which they had or- 
ders to build. - The moors, alarmed at an enterprise which tended to’ 
reduce them under fubjedtion, ran to arms, and with their artillery de- 
molilhed the works that had been begun. The duke of Beaufort de- 
tached part of his cavalry to repulle the enemy ; but as this body had 
no infantry to (attain them, and the moors had notice by their Ipies 
that the french were but few in number, they broke into the villagd 
fabre in hand, and forced the french to retire tb the fea-fide. The 
duke of Beaufort finding he was not able tb Hand his ground in that 
country, refolded to embark, but could not do it fecretly enough to 
hinder the moors from getting notice of it -To that the rear confiding of 
400 men, were moft of them either killed or taken priloners. To make 
Vol. II. * Z the 
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Nicholas the misfortune dill greater, one of the king’s fhips, called the Moon, 
CoTONER. w hi c h was old, and had ten troops of horfe on board, was caft a- 
^''^'way feven leagues from Toulon, lb that this expedition did not prove 
more fuccefsfm than that of the emperour Charles V at the liege of Al- 
giers. 

1 66 f. #T h e continuation of the affair of the commander de Poincy in rela- 
tion to the ille of St. Chriftophers, which the order fells to a company 
of french merchants, who make a fettlement there under the king’s pro- 
tection.^ 

This year the fquadron of the order fcoured all the leas of the ar- 
chipelago, but took no prizes except a few felucca’s laden with corn and 
merchandize belonging to lome turkilh traders. Two veffels command- 
ed by the chevaliers de Crainville and de Temericours were more fiic- 
cefsful. De Crainville was on board a Ihip of 40 guns, called the Garden 
of Holland, which he had taken the year before from an algerine cor- 
fair, though he had only a frigate of zz guns, on board of which now was 
Temericours, a young knight of great courage, who had already ligna- 
lized himfelf on feveral occalions. Thefe two knights, who were in- 
timate friends, roved in concert over all the feas of the Levant ; and in 
the channel of the ille of Samos they met a caravan going from Alexan- 
dria to Conftantinople, compofed of ten fhips and twelve faicks. The 
number and frrength of the enemy ferved only to inflame the courage 
of the two knights ; they ruihed into the middle of this little fleet, funk 
fbme vetfels, took four of the richeft with two finall ones, and put the 
red to flight. 

The fame year was famous for an a&ion which will immortalize the 
memory of the chevalier d’Hoquincourt. This gallant commander 
was in the port of the ille Daufine, when he was fuddenly inverted by 
3 3 of the grand ieignior’s gallies that were carrying troops to the ifle of 
Candia. The admiral that commanded the fleet landed all his bert ar- 
quebufiers, who made a continual fire upon the malteze veflel, at the 
fame time that the turkifh gallies cannonaded it with all their artillery. 
The infidels, after mauling the tackling of the veflel, advanced to board 
it ; fomc attack ir. at the poop, as others do at the prow. The knight 
makes head on all Tides, as if he had been invulnerable, though his 
veflel was hurt in feveral places, and that he had loft abundance of fol- 
diers, he yet cleared it of all the turks that offered to board him, and 
-threw them headlong into the fea. The turkifh general, in a rage at 
this obftinate refiftance, and alhamed of the little fuccefs of his gallies 
in clofe fight, ordered them to open their ranks, and leave him a paflage 
to come up with the veflel himfelf. At the fame time his crew plied their 
oars, and vigoroufly pufhed forward the admiral galley ; but the effort 
he made threw the malteze veflel clear out of the port, and a favoura- 
ble gale fpringing up, d’Hoquincourt got to the firft chriftian port, after 
finking feveral gallies of the turks, and killing them above <$00 foldiers. 

. A n adtion of fitch diftinguifhed valour and refolution deferved a bet- 
ter fate than this gallant knight met with a little after. For he, this 
very campaign, being on board tbe fame veflel, a fudden guft of wind 
dafhed him againft a rock near the ifle, of Scarpanta. The veflel was 
ihattered to pieces, und the knight was drowned. The chevalier de 
Grilles, 'Ms particular friend, and 170 foldiers or mariners, perifhed in 
this fhipwreek. 

The 
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The duke of Beaufort great admiral of France, as he is in chace of Nicholas 
forne corfairs of Barbary, arrives in the harbour of Malta ; he is faluted 
by all the cannon of the ports, but would not fee the grand mailer, who 
rcfufed to give him the title of highnefs. A little after M. de la Haye 
the french embafladour to the port, palled likewite and put in at Malta. 

D e a t h of Philip of Auftria, the fourth of the name, king of Spain, 1 666 . 
who is fucceeded hy don Garlos his fon. This change of fovereign 
occafions a new tnveftiture, which the commander Galdian, general 
of the gallies, receives in the name of the order from the duke of Ser- 
monetta viceroy of Sicily, and takes the oath of fidelity ufoal in iuch 
ceremonies. 

The commander d’Elbene, general of the gallies, comes with his 
iquadron to Barcelona to convoy the emprefs who was going to the 
emperour, to whom fhe was married by proxy. This princefs, after 
her landing at Final, wrote a very obliging letter to the grand mailer* 
to thank him for the good offices fhe had received from the general of 
the gallies. 

The pope makes three great erodes the firll of whom was one of 
his nephews : the other two wdre confiderable officers in his palace. 

The grand vifier Achmet comes with a confiderable body of troops 
into candia, to put an end to the war and fiege of the capital of the 
illand. The Venetians apply as ufual to the pope and the grand mafc 
ter ; whole fquadrons join near Augufta, and fail from thence to the 
coafts of Candia, and the Hie of Standia. Francis Morofini a noble 
Venetian was generalifimo of all the chrillian army, Antonio Barbaro 
another noble Venetian was governour of the town, and the marquefs 
de Ville a piedmontete was commander of the troops in garrifon, all ge- 
nerals of extraordinary valour ; and though emulation made them ene- 
mies and jealous of one another’s glory, they yet made a gallant defence. 

Death of Alexander VII, who is fucceeded by Clement IX. 

Clement, purfuant to the pofleffion with which his piedecedors 
had inverted themtelves, names the chevalier brother Vincent Rofpig- 
liofi his nephew to the bailiwick of St. Euphemia vacant by the death 
of brother Philip Sfondrati. This renews the uneafinefs and complaints 
of the language Qf Italy, which was continually plundered and ftripped 
Of its rights by thefe papal nominations. 

Articles of agreement between the landgrave of Hefle cardinal i 66%4 
and grand priour of Germany, and John de Witte chancellour and 
penfioner of the province of Holland, with refpedt to fome eftates of 
the order depending on the commandery of Harlem in that province, 
which the magiftrates had feized on. By this treaty, in which the 
protection of his moft chriftian Majefty and the negotiation of the 
Comte d’Ertrades were of great fervice, the dutch engage to pay 150000 
florins to the order to indemnify them for the eftates which they had 
feized on in the provinces of Holland and Weft-Frizeland ; and the 
order, in confideration of this fom, renounced all their right to thofe 
eftates, laving ftill to themfelves their right to all the eftates to which 
they had a title in the other provinces, with full liberty to foe for their 
reftitution, or get at leaft an equivalent for them. 

The marquels de Ville, general of the land forces in the ifle of Can- 
dia, quits the Venetian fervice, out of difguft of the ill treatment he met 
with from general Morofini. The Venetian embafladour, with the king’s 

leave, 


Digitized by ^.ooQle 



THE HISTORY OF 

Nicholas leave, propofes to the marquefs St. Andre Montbrun to £0 over toCan- 
^ ia to comman d in the lame quality. The honour of defending a place, 
for whofe prefervation all the princes of Chriltendom interefted them- 
selves, determines the marquefs of St. Andre to accept the command. 
He lets out poll and goes to Venice, where he embarks, and lands at 
the port of Tramate in the ifland of Candia on the lift of June. 

General Morofini gains a vidtory over the turks at fea. 

A strong fuccour of french troops arrives in Candia, confiding 
of 7000 men under the command of the duke de Navailles. The duke 
of Beaufort great admiral of France commanded the fleet. 

1669 . The count of St. Paul brother to the duke of Longueville was at 
the head of the volunteers, among whom were the duke of Chateau- 
Thierry, brother to the duke of Bouillon, the duke of Roahnez, and 
the comte de la Feuillade. 

The order, ever zealous for the defence of the chriflians, fends a 
battalion of 400 men into Candia, under the command of brother Hec- 
tor de fay la Tour Mauburg. 

The count of St. Paul, at his return from Candia, touches at Malta, 
where he is received with great honours after having performed qua- 
rantain in an houfe fituated at the Bormole. 

The duke of Navailles, when the time fixed by his inftrudtions is 
expired, returns back into France. 

The malteze battalion, after lofing abundance of men, think of re- 
tiring from a place which in a few days confumed all the luccours that 
arrived from abroad. 

A fl e e t of 40 fhips arrive in Candia with a new reinforcement of 
4500 men, moll of them germans, among whom were 400 vaflals of 
the duke of Brunfwick. Befides this re-inforcement, count Waldeck 
arrives there at the head of 300 men ; and the grand mailer of the teu- 
tonick order fends a chofen band of 150 men well provided, befides le- 
veral noblemen of different countries who came as volunteers, and 
fought under the banner of the order. 

T H e fieur de Temericourt, eldell brother to the chevalier of that 
name, cruifing at lea under the flag of Malta, took a turkilh Ihip of 
40 guns near the ifle Scarpante, commanded by the corlair Buba Allan. 
He manned it a-new, and in company with another vellel commanded 
by the chevalier de la Birre, failed into the feas of Alexandria, where 
delaying two fultanas laden with merchandize, he advanced to get be- 
tween them and the harbour. As his vellel was a better failer than his 
conlorr, he fell upon the lultana which was the fartheft advanced, and 
after pouring in a broad-fide prepared to board her, when he received 
a musket-fhot in the head that knocked him down upon the deck, which 
however did not hinder him from exhorting his officers and foldiers to 
continue the engagement. The infidels feeing it would be impolfible 
for them to efcape from the chriflians who had grappled the two fhips 
together, delperately let fire to their vellel in order to make their ene- 
my perifh with them. The chevalier de la Barre, who was on the point 
of taking the fecond fultana, feeing the danger Jrfs friend was in, quits 
the lultana, runs to his fuccour, and clears him of the vellel that was 
on fire. But Temericourt did not livc«f enjoy his vidory, he dying the 
next day of his wound ; and the fultana, which la Barre was juft upon 
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thfe point of taking, made off* whilfl he was employed in aflifting his Nicholas 
friend, and got into the port of Alexandria. Cotoner. 

The grand mailer and the council lend the commander brother An* 1670. 
tonio Correa de Soula the grand mailer's gentleman of the horie as their 
embafladour into Portugal, to compliment don Pedro brother to don 
Alphonio king of Portugal, upon his marriage with the queen his bro- 
ther’s wife, and his taking upon him the Regency of the kingdom. He 
was ordered at the fame time to demand back the grand priory of Cra- 
to, vacant by the death of cardinal don Ferdinand infante of Spain. 

But as the miniilry of Portugal had got that rich benefice into their 
hands, they perfuaded the regent that the nomination and patronage of 
it was lodged in the crown, and therefore all the anfwer he gave .was, 
that the clearing up of that affair demanded fome time. However at 
lafl he gave up the priory to brother don John de Soula, who had a 
true right and title to it by a particular grant from the convent. 

The reducing of the ifle of Candia, and the peace which the Vene- 
tians had concluded with the turks, make the grand mailer apprehen- 
live that they would now turn their arms againll Malta. To put the 
ifland in a condition of baffling all their efforts, he, in conjunction with 
the council, applies to the duke of Savoy, defiring of him an excellent 
engineer, Valpergo by name, who comes by his orders to Malta, and 
gives directions for the railing of new fortifications. The firll was na- 
med the Cotonera. The next thing was to add new works to the 
Floriana, with a faufle-braye and two bulwarks, one on the fide of port 
Meczet, and the other towards the great port. And in order that the 
entrance of the great port might be compleatly defended, they built a 
royal port, called Ricafoli, from the name of a commander who gave 
the order 30000 crowns for that work. 

Death of pope Clement IX, who is fucceeded by Clement X. 1 6 yt, 
This pontiff* writes a brief to the grand mailer to congratulate him upon 
the pains he took of fortifying an ifland which ferved for a bulwark to 
all the dominions of the chriflian princes. 

The chevalier de Vendofme, in fpite of all the oppofition of the old 
knights, prevails with the pope to grant him an expe&ative grace upon 
the grand priory of France. This brief was at lafl regiflered in the 
chancery of the order, but upon condition that the new grand priour 
ihould make good the mortuary and profits arifing from the vacancy 
to the order. 

Prince Charles of Lorrain, fon to the duke d’Elbamf, and Maurice 
de la Tour d’Auvergne duke of Chateau Thierry, fon to the duke of 
Bouillon, are received into the order. 

The grand mafler and council finding the number of ferving bro- 
thers too great, make a regulation, forbidding the reception of any 
more for the future till fuch time as new orders Ihould be iffued out 
for that purpofe. 

Rome labours under a great dearth of corn : the pope fends over 1671,' 
all Italy to get a fupply, and cardinal Altieri his nephew writes to the 
grand mailer in his holinefs’s name, and defires him to fend the fqua- 
dron of the order to convoy his fhips. Orders were accordingly dis- 
patched without lofs of time for that purpofe to the bailiff* de Harcourt, 
of the houfe of Lorrain, general of the gallies, and to the chevalier de 
Fovelle Ecrainville, who commanded the admiral-galley. 

Vol.II. * Aa The 


Digitized by ^.ooQle 



94 y THE HISTORY Ot> 

Kicholas THE chevalier de Temeri court, a famous corfair, is attacked by 

Cotoner. fj ve gf Ca c veffels of Tripoli : he defends himfelf with fo much courage 
an d intrepidity, that after fhooting the mails of two of them by the 
board, and killing abundance of their men, the infidels, defpairing to 
take him, tacked about, and left him at liberty to keep on his way. 
But he was Toon after caught in a dreadful florm, which drove him upon 
tfie coaft of Barbary, where his veflel was call away ,*! and he himfelf 
was taken by the moors, who carried him to Tripoli, and from thence 
to Adrianople.y Mahomet IV, who was there at that time, asked him 
if he was the perfon that with a fingle veflel had fought five of the largeft 
of thole of Tripoli. “ ’Tvvas my felf (replied theknight). What country- 
“ man are you ? (laid the fultan). A frenchman, (replied Temericourt). 
“ You are a deferter then, (faid Mahomet) for I am in ftridt peace with 
u the king of France. I am a frenchman, (fays Temericourt to him) ; 
“ but befides that quality, I am likewife a knight of Malta ; a profefi- 
“ lion which obliges me to expofe my life againft all the enemies of the 
“ chriflian faith.” The grand feignior defiring to get him into hisfer- 
vice, fent him at firft to a prifon, where he was treated with great hu- 
manity, and made him all thofe advantagious offers that might poffibly 
tempt a young warriour who was but x% years old ; and to encourage 
him to change his religion, he promifed to marry him to a princefs of 
his blood, and to make him a bafha or his great admiral. But thefe 
pompous offers had no effc& upon the young knight ; he refilled them 
with as much courage and refolution as he had done their arms. The 
grand feignior, incenfed at his fleadinefs, relblved to try if harfh ufage 
could not lhake his conflancy, and accordingly ordered him to be 
thrown into a dungeon for a fortnight. They there gave him the bat 
tinado, put him to rorture, and mangled his limbs, during which this 
noble confeflbr of Christ Jesus did nothing but call upon his holy 
name, and implore his grace that he might die for the confeffion of it. 
In fine, the grand feignior ordered his head to be cut off : his body was 
at firft left at the place of execution, but Mahomet, to prevent any ve- 
neration being paid to it by the chriflian?, ordered it to be thrown in- 
to the river which runs by Adrianople.^ 

1673. Adispute between the french commodores and the officers of the 
order about the falute when they met at lea : Lewis XIV pronounces 
againft himfelf. This negotiation, which was of a very delicate nature, 
fucceeds by the addrefs of the commander de Hautefeuille embafladour 
from the order to his molt chriflian majefty. 

The mainotes, of the greek religion and inhabitants of the moun- 
tains of the Morea, implore the grand mailer’s alfiftance to enable them 
to throw off the turkiln yoke. Thefquadron of the order comes upon 
their coaft, but finding them not united among themfelves, fbme of them 
being for recovering their liberty, arid others for continuing ftill faith- 
ful to the turks, the gallies of the order give over the enterprize. 

In the year 1618 the duke of Oftrog a polilh nobleman had, with 
the confent of the republick, made the order of Malta heir to all his es- 
tate. This great family being now extindl by the death of duke Alex- 
ander d’Oftrog, the chevalier prince de Lubomirski gave immediate ad- 
vice thereof to the grand mailer. But duke Demetrius the petty-gene- 
tal of the crown laying claim to the inheritance, under pretence that 
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he had married the fitter of duke Alexander, the grand matter lent prince ^ ICHOt/A * 
Lubomirski a letter of attorney to maintain the rights of the order. 

The admiral brother Paul Raphael Spinola takes three merchant 1674. 
(hips richly laden, in the gulph of Magra. 

The viceroy of Sicily applies to the order for fuCcours. The 
grand matter immediately fends him the fquadron of the gallies. Se- 
veral great crottes go on board them , as a teftimony of their zeal for 
the king of Spain's fervice , whole fubje<tts they were born. In the 
mean time the Chevalier de Valbelie throws a lupply of french troops 
into Mettina. 

The grand matter Nicolas Cotoner makes an indowment to main- 
tain the fortrels of Ricafoli in the illand of Malta. 

The king of England declares war againft the rovers of Tripoli, 1675. 
and his Ihips are well received in the ports of Malta. 

Frederick de Mogelin the king of Poland’s envoy arrives at 
Malta, and prelents the grand matter with a letter from that prince, in 
which he tells him, that, as his territories were continually infetted by 
the turkilh forces, he Ihould be exceedingly obliged to him if he would 
make a diverfion by lome confiderable enterprize. The grand matter 
anfwers him, that by complying with the lollicitations of his polilh ma- 
jetty, he would do no more than difeharge the obligations of his own 
profelfion ; that che order had always employed their forces againtt the 
infidels, but that they would now increafe their armaments, in order to 
anfwer the wants and inftances of his majefty. 

The viceroy of Sicily endeavours to engage the order, as being a 
feudatary of that crown , to make war againtt the people of Mettina. 

The grand matter anfwers him, that they are forbid by the very inftitu- 
tion of the order ever to concern themlelves in any war between chri- 
ftians, and that there was nothing of that nature to be found in the deed 
of infeofment of Malta. 

IThe Poft-houfe is lettled at Malta in the fort of Marza-muzet, 
which the grand matter Manoel has in our time fecured with very ne- 
cettary fortifications.^ 

Charles II. king of England writes in a very obliging manner to 
the grand matter, to thank him for the great civilities he (hewed to his 
admiral and his (hips, which he received into the harbour of Malta. 

The genoefe embark fome troops from the Milanefe, and tranlport 1676 . 
them into the port of Melazzo, where the gallies of the order were at 
that time under the command of the Bailif de Spinola, who out of com- 
plaifance for the viceroy of Sicily, and forgetting the infult the fquadron 
of the order had received in the port of Genoa, confents that the 
Patrone of that commonwealth Ihould have the poft of the Patrone 
of Malta : the great afle&ion he had for his country was undoubt- 
edly the motive of his atting in that manner, and perhaps too it 
might be to make a compliment to Auguftine Durazzo , commodore 
of the genoele, who had married Spinola’s niece. 

A dreadful plague at Malta, which deftroys a great number of knights 
and abundance of people. 

Malta being almoft depopulated, is no longer able to fupply the 1677- 
fame number of knights for the gallies ; fo that in the naval expe- 
ditions, where before the plague broke out, they ufed to have one and 
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^icoui twenty knights onboard every galley ; the number was this year redo* 
<™-ced to eleven for the admiral, and nine for the other gallies. 

The dignity of marlhal being now vacant, the commander brother 
Lewis de Fay Gerlande, and brother Rene de Maifonleule, both of the 
language of Auvergne, of the lame Handing in the order, and who had paf. 
fed through the lame employments, afpired to it in oppolltion to each 
other. After a long difpute, the grand mailer, and lome common friends 
of the two claimants finding no way to decide t;he comperitorlhip per- 
perluaded them to agree , that they lhall enjoy this dignity alternately, 
and each have his month. 

167 ft , Maisonseule dies two years after this compromile. Gerlande 
being left alone in the poll , puts to fea with five gallies , and meets 
two algerine corlairs off of cape Paflaro : but inllead of laying them 
aboard, as was the conflant practice of the knights , he only cannona- 
ded the two corlairs : (his made Mailonfeule be regretted , and occafi- 
oned great complaints at Malta againft Gerlande , who excufed himfelf 
by laying that the wind was againfl him. 

Gap tain Peter Fleeches, a native of Majorca, meets an algerine 
corlair in the fame place, and links him , but laves an hundred turkiih 
foldiers, whom he afterwards fold to the order for an hundred pieces of 
eight per Have. 

The pope is defirous of putting an end to the difputes between the 
order and the republick of Genoa. He Ipeaks to the maltele Embafla- 
dor upon that liibje&, who by order of his fuperiours told the pope, that 
the order was all obedience , and that notwithflanding the infult which 
had been offered by the genoele, it was yet ready to pay a blind and im- 
4>licite fubmiflion to whatever determination his holinels Ihould think 
fit to make in the cafe. The pope not caring to take upon him the dc- 
cifion of that affair, it was fpun out fome time longer. 

Don John of Aullria grand prior of Caltile being dead, the grand 
mailer and council defign to retrench 8000 ducats from the revenue of 
that rich benefice, in favour of feveral perfons : but the king of Spain, 
who laid claim to the right of patronage of that grand priory, oppoles 
the curtailing of its revenue. 

1679* Peace concluded between France and Spain by the marriage of 
Charles II, with the princels Maria Louifa, eldefl daughter to the duke 
of Orleans, his molt chrillian majelly’s brother. Brother don Juan . 
de Villa Viciofa goes to compliment his catholick majelty in the grand 
mailer’s name, and obtain his leave to export a quantity of corn, which 
arrives at Malta at a time when a famine was beginning to ravage the 
whole illand. 

1680. The grand mafler, who fome years before had been feized with a 
kind of pally, is now attacked with very levere fits of the gout and 
Hone. A flow fever Heals away from him his flrength by inlenfible de- 
grees, without any way leflening his courage or his vigilance , but a 
dyfentery forces him at lafl to keep his bed. He appoints brother don 
Arland Seralte priour of Catalonia to be lieutenant of the maflerlhip, 
and dies with great lentiments of piety on the 29th of april, in the 
73d year of his age. This prince, who by his artful management had 
procured his brother the dignity of grand mafler, owed his own ad- 
vancement to his merit only. He kept up his dignity by a fuperiority 
of genius , that made him refpe&ed by all who approached him : he 
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had an excellent talent at negotiations ; was bold in his enterprifes, and Nicolas 
prudent in the choice of proper means to execute them : he had all his CoTONttR - 
fellow knights for his friends ; communicated his defigns but to very 
few among them, and never had a confident. He was buried in the 
chappel of the language of Arragon, and the following epitaph was put 
on his tomb. 


D. O. M. 

“ Fratri D. Nicolas Cottoner , magno hierofolymitani ordinis magi* 
u ftro, animi magnitudine, confilio , munificentil, majeftate principi, 

“ ere<fto ad Mahometis dedecus ex navigii roftris, ac fultanae praedi 
** trophaeo : Melit! magnificis extru&ionibue, Templorum nitore, ex- 
“ plicato, muDitoque urbis pomoerio, fplendidl au<ft! : cive e peftilen- 
“ tiae faucibus pene rapto : Hierofblymitano ordine, cui primus poft fra- 
** trem praefuit, legibus , audoritate, Spoliis amplificato : republic! 

“ difficillimis leculi, belli temporibus fervati : vere magno quod tanti 
“ nominis menfuram geftis impleverit, pyramidem hanc excelfi teftem 
“ animi, D. D. C. fama fuperftes. Vixit in migifterio annos XVI. 

* menfes VI. obiit 29 aprilis 1680, astatis 73. Poll ejus obitum cxecU- 
“ tores teflamentarii tumulum hunc fieri mandavere.” 

Three days after Cotoner’s funeral, they met to chufe him a fucceF 
for. Parties had been forming during his illnefs, and were (till carried 
on. The Treafurer de Vignacour was lure of ten votes, and did all h® 
could to engage the fpanifh language on his fide, but in vain. 

The Electors name the priour of Rochelle, D. Gregory Caraffa , a Gregory* 
neapolitan. This choice was agreeable to all, but efpecially to the ita* Carry fa. 
lians ; who for 128 years before, had not had a grand mafler eleded 
from among their countrymen. 

The new grand mafler applies himfelf diligently to regulate the af- 
fairs of the order, and finifh the fortifications that had been begun by 
his predeceflour. 

General Correa returns to Malta With fix algerine fhips, which 1681. 
he had taken, after having run a great rifque of being taken himfelf. 

The bailif Colbert fucceeds Correa in the poft of general of the 
gallies of the order. 

The bailif d’Arrias, who for 24 years had enjoyed the poft of vice- 1682. 
chancellor, and diftinguifhed himfelf in the difcharge of it, made a vo- 
luntary refignation of his office to the grand mafler, who upon thfc 
chancellor’s prefentation , appointed the commander Carriero a portu- 
guefe, fecretary of the treafury, to fucceed him. Carriero’s poft is gi- 
ven to the commander Bovio, who was afterwards grand prior of Eng- 
land. 

Brother Jerom Molina, bifhop of Malta, is tranflated to the bi- 
ihoprick of Lerida. The king of Spain upon the grand mailer’s pre- 
fentation, names brother David Coceo Palmieri a man of admirable 
probity to the fee of Malta. • 

The king of France writes to the grand mafler to notify to him the 
birth of the duke of Burgundy. Great rejoicings at Malta : The french 
knights of the three languages diftinguifh themfelves by the noble feafts 
they make on this occauon. 

Vol. II. * B b The 
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Gregory T h e dukes of Ganfron and Berwick come to Malta. This laft re* 
ceives the crofs from the hands of the grand mafter, with the title of 
grand priour of England. 

1683. The turksbefiege the city of Vienna with a formidable Army. John 
Sobieski king of Poland, the duke of Lorrain generaliflimo of the em- 
peror’s forces, and the duke of Bavaria join to relieve it : The infidels 
are beaten in feveral engagements, and are at laft repulled with lb much 
lols, that they are fcarce able to repals the Danube. 

1684. This fuccels induces pope Innocent XI to conclude a league with 
the emperor, the king of Poland, and the ftate of Venice, againft the in- 
fidels. The grand mafter is defirous to (hare in fuch a laudable engage- 
ment, writes about it to the pope , and prepares all his forces to join 
the confederates. The fquadron of the order puts to lea, under the 
command of the bailif of St. Stephens, alarms all the coaft of Barbary, 
and drives the enemy out of the two illands of Prevela and Santa 
Maura. 

1685". A new armament of the order commanded by brother He&or de la 
Tour Maubourg. The Venetian fleet and the popes gallies join the 
maltefe fquadron at Meflina. Morofini Generaliflimo of the republick 
attacks Coron, and takes it after a flout refiftance from the befieged. 
The knights diftinguilh themfelves in the fiege by incredible efforts of 
valour, particularly by driving the infidels out of a fort which they had 
recovered from the Venetians. General la Tour is killed in this at- 
tack. 

1686. Fort St. Elmo is rebuilt, and the caftle of St. Angelo fortified by 
the grand matter’s care. 

The knights put to fea again in the fpring, under the command of 
Erbeftin grand priour of Hungary, meet the pope’s gallies at Meflina, 
and fail together for the Levant. The Venetian fleet joins them at the 
ifle of Santa Maura. They befiege old Navarino, take it and go from 
thence to attack new Navarino, a place of great importance by its fi- 
tuation and the convenience of its harbour, but defended by a ftrong 
garrifon. Morofini after fome days fiege takes it , and advances with 
his fleet to Modon, a town of greater ftrength, but forced in like man- 
ner to furrender ; feveral knights loft their lives at thefe lieges. 

The confederates encouraged by their good fuccefs, advance to- 
wards Napoli di Romania the capital of the kingdom of the Moea. 
They land there on the 30th of july, and lay fiege to the place ; they 
rout the fcrafquier three times as he attempted to relieve it, and rake it 
after a month’s fiege and a gallant defence made by the befieged. Ge- 
neral Erbeftein fets fail for Malta. Nineteen knights were killed at this 
fiege, with a confiderable number of their foldiers. 

The commander D. Fortunato Caraffa the grand mailer’s brother, 
prince John Francis de Medicis priour of Pifa brother to the grand 
duke, and brother Leopold Kolloniftch bifhop of Neuftat , are made 
cardinals. 

1687. New preparations are made at Rome for the Levant. The grand 
mafter fits out eight gallies , under the command of brother Claude de 
Mechatein. A defeent in Dalmatia. The three fleets join before Ca- 
ftelnuovo which furrenders , and thereby leaves the Venetians entire 
mailers of all the Adriatick gulph. Pope innocent XI writes to the 
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grand matter to compliment him upon the valour which his knights had Gregory 
fhewed in this expedition. Caraffa* 

The duke of U zeda is made viceroy of Sicily in the ftead of count 
de St. Stephen, who efcorted by a convey of Maltefe gallies , goes to 
take pofleflion of the viceroyalty of Naples. 

Brother don Emanuel Pinto de Fonfeca is made bailiff of Acre. 1688. 
Brother D. Felix Inigo de’Aierva quits the port of grand confervator for 
the bailywick of Cafpa. Brother Ximenes de la Fontaza bailiff of Ne- 
grepont is made grand confervatour, and is fucceeded in his bailywick 
by the great chancellour Correa. Brother D. Philip Efcoveda is made 

f reat chancellour. Brother Fabio Gori gets the bailywick of Venufia. 

rother Feretti receiver of Venice is made bailiff of St. Euphemia. The 
admiral Cavaretta takes the bailywick of St. Stephens. Averardo de 
Medicis fucceeds him in the admiralty, and Spinelli bailiff of Armenia 
is named general of the gallies. 

The fquadron puts to fea again in the fpring, being headed by 1689. 
the commander Mechatein. The generaliffimo Morofini is made doge 
this year, and fends out the Venetian fleet. The two armies joining, 
attack the fort of Negrepont. The fiege proves long and difficult, and 
they are obliged to raife it at latt, after having lott abundance of men, 
and 19 of the braveft kuights. 

The grand matter is fenfibly affii&ed at this lofs. His grief, with 1690. 
a retention of urine which came upon him at the fame time , throws 
him into a fever : he gives away his effe&s, appoints his fenefchal bro- 
ther don Charles Caraffa to be lieutenant of the mafterfhip , and thinks 
of nothing but another world. He dies on the zift of July, in the 
76th year of his age, after having enjoyed the grand mafterfhip nine 
years and ten months. Never was the humility of a religious united 
in greater perfe&ion to the virtues of a foldier. He diftinguifhed him- 
felf in a particular manner by his love for the poor. His body was 
carried to the chappel of the Language of Italy, where he had caufed 
a monument to be eredted for himlelf. The Epitaph which he himfelf 
compofed two years before his death, is ftill to be read upon it. 


D. O. M. 

“ Fr. D. Gregorius Caraffa Aragonius b principibus Roccellas, mag- 
“ nus hierofblymitani ordinis magifter, cui vivere, vita pera&i, in vo- 
tis erat. Quia mortem primam qui prsevenit, fecundam evitat ; hoc 
“ fibi adhuc vivens non maufoleum , fed tumulum pofuit refurredturo 
u fatis. An. dom. 1688.” 


The following infcription was engraved on the marble under his 
ftatue. 

“ Emeritos venerare cineres, viator. Hie jacet Fr. D. Gregorius Ca- 
“ raffa ab Aragonia, M. M. clarus genere , genio praeclarior. Heroas 
“ quos in nomine geffit, in virtute expreffit. Effusi comitate, ditfufis 
“ triumphis, populos habuit amatores, orbem fecit admiratorem. Bis 
“ ad Hellefpontum, toties ad Epirum, Peloponnefum, Illyrium, im- 
“ pertito dudtu, praevalidi ope ciafles delevit, regias expugnavit. Mu- 
“ nificentil, pietate princeps laudatiflimus. Urbem, Arces, Portus, 
“ Xenodochia, Teropla ampliavit, reftituit, ornavit. Publico femper 
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** Religionis bono curas impendit & ftudia. Airarium ditiflimo Ipolio 
“ cumulavit. Obiit die 11 Julii anno ast. 76. mag. 10. lal. 1690. 


Adrian N e w cabals for the ele&ion : they agree at laft in favour of brother 
Vign a- Adrian de Vignacourr, great treafurer of the order, nephew to Alef de 
court. Vignacour, who was eiedfed to the fame dignity in 1601. He takes 
pofleflion of the two iflands, and fends the commander Riggio to Pa- 
lermo to notify his election to the duke of Uzeda, viceroy of Sicily* 
The fquadron returns from the Levant, whither if had been lent to 
join the Venetian fleet,, and brings the firft account to Malta of the ca- 
king of Valonne, which occa lions great rejoicings. 

The grand mafter from his great liberality, relieves the preffing 
neceffities of the widows and children of all luch of his fubje&s as had 
been hifted in the laft wars. Several knights follow his example. 

1691. The order maintains a galiot well manned to give chaceto the cor- 
lairs of Barbary , who were continually roving up and down the (ici- 
lean fea, even to the very channel of the two iflands. 

Cardinal Pignatelli a neapolifan is chofe pope on the 8th of 

• Auguft, and takes the name of Innocent the XII. 

* The grand mafter eredts feveral magazines, and adds confidcrable 
fortifications to all luch places as were not in a good condition of de- 
fence. In the midft of thele employments, which were only intended 

: for the lecurity of his order, he receives letters from the emperdur Leo- 
pold the I, acquainting him that the imperial army, commanded by 
prince Lewis of Baden, had juft gained fo compleat a vi&ory over the ' 
turks, that 30000 of them had been killed on thefpot. 

Alarge and fine arfenal ere&ed at Malta for building of gallies. 
The minifters of the court of Rome are for comprehending the eftates 
of the order in an extraordinary tax, which the pope was railing upon 
all ccclefiaftical pofleflions. The new pope, of his own accord ex- 
empts them from it, without flaying for any remonftranccs from the 
order; and by a brief of the 7th of December, renews the permiflion 
which his predqceflors had formerly granted of carrying the holy la- 
cramcnt on board the gallies. 


1091. The grand priour of Medina, general of the gallies, puts to lea, and 
advances towards the coaft of Barbary , without finding any opportu- 
nity to fignalize his courage. He fails for the Levant, joins the popes 
gallies at Meflina, and the Venetian army at Napoli di Romania: All 
the fleet goes to attack Canea, a place of importance on account of 
its port, and one of the moft agreeable cities of the ifle of Candia. Af- 
ter a liege of 14 days, they are forced to retire ; the fealon being too 
fay adyanced, the fquadron. of the order returns back to Malta at the 
time they were making publick rejoicings there for the taking of the 
fortrefs of great. Waradin by the imperial army. 

■■ The marquefs d’Orville, nephew to Vignacourt arrives at Malta, 
where he is received with all the honours ufually paid to the nephews 
of the reigning grand mafter. 

1693. /The ifle of Malta is greatly terrified on occalion of a dreadful 
earthquake which began on the nth of January at ten a clock in the 
evening, and lafted three days, overturning leveral buildings in that 
fpace of time. The fame earthquake deftroys entirely the town of 
Agofta in Sicily : Four gallies arrive from that ifland , and bring the 
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grand matter an account of this misfortune. He immediately difpat- Adrian 
ches away the general of the fquadron with five gallies to go to the af- 
fiftance of the inhabitants ; orders publick prayers all over the ifland 
and a fail of three days to appeafe the wrath of heaven, and forbids the 
ufual diverfions of the carnival this year. He after this lets about re- 
pairing the damage which the earthquake had done in Malta. 

Several veflels were in want of mafts, rigging, and other things 
neceflary for their putting to fea. The grand matter fends for every 
, thing that was wanting to the fleet, and has it brought from Amfter- 
dam. He likewife gives orders for repairing the magazines and tho 
ovens which the order had at Agotta. The commander Ferrao, who 
was entrufted with this commiffion, rebuilds thefe ftru&ures with much 
greater magnificence than before, and puts the arms of Vignacourt over 
them. 

The grand priour, after coafting all the ifles of the archipelago with 
his fquadron, returns to the bay of Terra-nova, gives chace to a fhip 
of Tunis, and boards it notwithftanding its being defended by 130 fol- 
diers, takes it after fbme refiftance, and brings it to Malta. XThere he 
finds the grand matter very much difpleafed with him. He was accufed 
of having avoided an engagement with three corfairs and a tartan, which 
he met going to the Levant.^ The general clears himfelf by proving 
. that he had purfned the enemy briskly till night came on, and refblved 
to attack them the next day, but that the corfairs got off in the dark, 
and he could never get fight of rhem afterwards. After a fall examina- 
tion into the affair, and the taking of depofitions in form, the general 
is declared innocent. 

Anew armament under the command of brother Francis Sigifmund 1694. 
count of Thun, who was named general in the place of the grand pri- 
our of Medina. 

Ta kin g of the town of Scio after a week’s fiege. 

The king of France and the duke of Savoy are for railing fubfidies 
upon the eftates of the order lying within their territories, under 
pretence of the exceflive expence of the war. The grand matter re- 
prefenrs to them the privileges of the order, and both the princes defitt 
from their defign. 

The pope takes upon him the arbitration of the difference between 
the order and the republick of Genoa, and reconciles thofe two powers. 

Several genoefe are admitted into the order. 

General Sigifmund puts to fea again and chafes a fhip of Tripoli. i 6 pf. 
He takes it after an engagement of two hours, and fends it to Malta, 
himfelf ftill keeping on his courfe towards the Levant. His voyage 
was entirely ufelefs, becaufe the Venetians whom he joined would not 
engage in any enterprize under pretence that the fealbn was too far ad- 
vanced. 

The grand matter’s ficknefs, which occafions great canvaffings for 1 696. 
the future ele&ion, but they are flopped by his recovery. The pope 
makes the order a prefent of a great number of galley-flaves whom he 
fends to Malta. 

The grand matter is feized with a violent fever, and prepares for 1697- 
death. He names the bailiff of Leza don Gafpar Carnero of the priory 
of Portugal to be lieutenant of the mafterfhip, parts with all his effeds, 
and dies on the 4th of February, after having been grand matter near 
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feven years, and lived 79. Piety and innocence of life and conven- 
tion had ever made up the chara&er of this prince. His integrity and 
his beneficent temper procured him a general efteem, and he was never 
liable to any reproach but that of having fullered himfelf to be govern- 
ed by fome favourites who were much more intent upon their own 
interefts, than they were on thole of the order, or the honour of the 
perlon who gave them all his confidence. They buried him in the cha- 
pel of the language of France, where this epitaph is to be feen. 

* D. O. M. 

Eminentiffimi principis 
Fr. Adriani de Vignacourt mortales exuviae 
Sub hoc marmore quiefcunt. 

Si generis Iplendorem quaeras 
Habes in lolo nomine, 

Habes in aifinitatibus pene regiis. 

Si religiofae vitae merita fpe&es, 

Charitatem erga pauperes & infirmos indefeflam, 

Erga pefle laborantes generofam 
Mirari poteris. 

Et ita intemeratam morum innocentiam, 

Ut mori potius, quam faedari voluerit. . 

Magni Aloffii ex patre nepos, 

Integritatis, fortitudinis, & jufliciae laude 
Simillimus ; 

Tanti principis frmam ell aflecutus. 

Yixit fan&iffime, fan&iffime obiit, 
anno falutis 1 697. 

The aflembly for the election of a new grand mailer is held on the 
7th of February : the electors are divided into ieveral factions, but unite 
Raimomu at lafl in favour of brother Raimond Pcrellos de Roccaful of the lan- • 
“S^®*|guag e ofArragon, baililTof Negrepont, and 60 years of age. Two days 
after he takes pofleffion of the fovereignty of the two iflands ; and the 
15th he allembles the council in order to reform the abules that had 
crept into the order. The popes had frequently yielded to the impor- 
tunity of feme ambitious knights, and granted them briefs to be recei- 
ved great crofles of grace *. which made the old knights, when they 
few themfelve's lupplanted by thefe young men of the recompence due 
to their fervices, retire frequently into their own countries ; when 
thinking they had jufl realbns to be difgufted with the order they be- 
came more indifferent to its interefls, and left their eflates to their fami- 
lies ; an affair the care of which was of the utmofl importance to the 
order. Accordingly they refolved to write to his holineft on that rub- 
le#, and to defire him not to grant for the future any foch briefs, which 
ftruck at the very foundation of their difeipline. They likewife made 
a regulation by which all fuch as were profefled in the order were for- 
bid to wear any gold or filver on their cloaths ; and ablblutely prohibit- 
ed all games of chance. The duke of Veraguas, viceroy of Sicily, who 
bad long loliciced to obtain a brief in favour of the commander Riggio 
receiver of Palermo, for the making of him a grand crofs, continues his 
Inflances warmly, and fucceeds in obtaining it, becaufe they found the 
brief had been dilpatched by V iguacourt. Peace 
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Peace concluded at Refwick between France and Spain. Publick Raimond 
rejoicings at Malta upon that occafion. Boris Petrowits Scremetef a P^ r - LO *- 
near relation of the Czar’s, comes to vifit the grand mailer with letters k " / jXg SJ 
of recommendation from the pope and the emperour. He is received 9 
with all the honour due to his quality and merit. 

Pope Innocent XII puts an end to the dilputes that had continued 1699. 
a long time between the bifhop of Malta and the priour of the church, 
with relpeft to their juriididion. Both parties fubmit with joy to the 
decifion of the holy father, and the grand mailer by way of acknow- 
ledgement, caufes his holinefs’s flatue in brafs to be ere&cd over the 
great door of the church of Vi&ory with this iolcription. 

“ Innocentio XII optimo 8 c fandiflimp Pontifici, diffidiis com- 
u pofitis inter ecclefiafticum & magiflrale forum exortis,utrique juribus 
“ pi£ lervatis, pluribus commendis liberaliter rellitutis ; Em. 8 c Rev. 

“ Dom. Fr. D. Raimondus de Perellos Roccaful grato & unanimi om- 
“ nium vototot tantaque beneficia aeternitati dicavit MDCIC.” 

The gallies of the order attack two vefTels of Tunis. The wind 
fhifting on a fudden, parts them, and gives the corfairs an opportunity 
to make their efcape. The grand mailer and council having been mil- 
informed of this accident and fearing the officers had been wanting in 
their duty, appoint commiflioncrs to examine into the affair, which 
they perform with the utmoft care, and clear the officers of all manner 
of blame. 

The bailiff Spinola general of the Iquadron embarking on the 15th 
of February, fpies a man of war belonging to the enemy off of Sicily, 
and comes up with her by hard rowing. The admiral -galley which 
followed him clofe, having loll its main fail by a gull of wind, Spinola 
refolved to board her. The engagement was bloody on both fides. 

The commander Spinola the general’s brother receives a mortal wound 
by the grand priour of Medina’s fide, who fought leaning upon his va- 
let de chambre, being fo very old that he could not Hand unfupported. 

The valet de chambre is killed, and the priour holds with one hand up- 
on the frame of wood that fultains the compafs, and continues fighting. 

Vi&ory was going to declare for the knights, when the enemies fhip 
bears with all its force upon the admiral-galley and fplits it. A fbuth 
wind riles and blows a terrible llorm which difperles the Iquadron. The 
commander Javon captain of the St. Paul goes to the fuccour of thole 
who were call away in the admiral, and laves fifty of them, among 
whom were general Spinola, the commander Broffia, and the chevalier de 
St. Germain, and refolves to Hay in the fame place to get off the reft, 
notwithftanding the remonftrances of the pilot, who allures them they 
were in great danger, “ I lhall be happy enough, (fays the captain) if 
* I lole my life in laving but a fingle man of them.” The wind how- 
ever drove him away in fpite of all his endeavours. Two and twenty 
knights and above 500 men, both officers as well as foldiers, perilhed 
either in the engagement or the wreck. The other gallies are driven 
by the temped towards the Levant ; they join again at Augufta and re- 
turn to Malta. The grand mailer provides for the liibfillence of the 
families of luch of his liibje&s as had perilhed in this engagement. 

Perellos had long feen with pain, that ever fince the order had 
laid afidc their men of war and had only kept up a Iquadron of gallies, 
the Barbary corfairs were continuallly taking the chriftian merchant- 
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Raimond Ihips, making deicencs upon the coafts of Italy and Spain, plundering 
Pereexos. villages, and carrying off from time to time a great number of fami- 
lies into flavery. 

The chriftians had call their eyes for upwards of fourfcore years 
paft upon the knights of Malta their old prote&ors for redrels, but in 
vain : there had hitherto been always too many difficulties ftarted be- 
fore a Iquadron of men of war could be provided at Malta : but Perellos 
being in the mafterfhip, and aflifted with the advice of the bailiff Zon- 
dodari who fucceeded him, fancied that all thefe obftacles might be 
formounted, and brought the council into his meafiires more eafily than 
he could have imagined. So that as loon as he had railed the funds 
neceflary for building of men of war, he learched through the whole 
order for a knight who.had the mod skill to infped their building, and 
was the belt qualified to command them. The choice fell upon the 
chevalier de St. Pierre of Normandy, a captain in the king of France’s 
fleet, who afterwards obtained the commandery of Pieton in the 
grand mailer’s gift for his fervices. *Tis to this commander we are in- 
debted for the Projedt to extirpate the corlairs of Barbary, which has 
been printed abroad among the works of the Abbe de St. Pierre his 
brother, and had been highly approved of by the grand mailer. 

The St. Paul galley is driven by a gull of wind upon the rocks of 
the little ifle of Oftrica near Palermo ; and notwithflanding all that 
general Javon could do, he was loll with three knights and 70 men of 
his crew : the reft were laved by the other gallies. 

1701. The fquadron returns towards the coll of Barbary, and meets the 
lultana Binghen, a large fhip of 80 guns, with 300 fighting men on 
board. The engagement was long and the lols confiderable on both 
fides, but at laft the knights had the advantage and carried the Ihip 
with them to Malta. The grand mailer ordered the ftandard of it to be 
put in the church of St. John at Aix, the birth-place of the chevalier 
Ricard, as as a monument of the valour of that knight, who had chiefly 
contributed to the vi&ory. 

Death of Charles II king of Spain. Philip V lucceeds him, and 
confirms all the privileges of the order. 

Cardinal Albani is chole pope in the room of Innocent XII, 
and takes the name of Clement XI. 

The fquadron of the order advances as far as Goletta and attacks 
the infidels in the very port ; they carry a large Ihip and a brigantine 
of the enemy back with them to Malta, having only loft one knight 
and four foldiers in this expedition. 

I 7 ° 3 * The grand priour of England goes to Rome in quality of embafla- 
dour extraordinary, in order to prevail with the pope to make a regu- 
lation with regard to the inquifitour of Malta’s pretenfions concerning 
his jurisdiction. This affair met with feveral delays, but was at laft 
terminated to the grand mailer’s fatisfe&ion. 

1706. The Iquadron of Ihips commanded by the chevalier de St. Pierre 
fails towards the Levant, meets three Ihips of Tunis, and gives them 
chace. The St. James man of war lofes its mall before the engagement 
and goes off. The St. John attacks the enemy’s admiral, which carried 
50 guns and had 370 failors on board, uid takes it whilft the reft of the 
enemies fleet croud all the fail they can to get off! This Ihip was ad- 
ded to the fquadron of the order and called the St. Croix or Holy Crols. 

The 


Digitized by ^.ooQle 


THE KNIGHTS OF MALTA. io* 

The commander de Langon carries a convoy of ammunition toR.AiMON» 
Oran, and with a (ingle Ihip of 50 guns pafies through the midft of the f 
algerine fleet which fired upon him continually, and throws a fupply 
into the place, notwithftanding all the efforts of the infidels, who fought 
in the prefence of their king. This a&ion occafioned his being railed 
food after to the dignity of lieutenant-general of the iquadron of the 
order, and commander of the men of war. 

The king of Spain writes to the grand mailer, by which he defires 1708. 
him to fend the Iquadron of the order a fecond time to the relief of Oran. 
Preparations are made for it, but not fent away, becaufe of a report 
which was ipread that the infidels had taken the place, and that the 
grand feignior was making a powerful armament. 

Perellos, in the midft of his concern at this news, is attacked 1709. 
with the gout and a violent fever. He receives the facrament with 
great fentiments of piety, and prepares for death, aftet having named 
the grand priour of Meffina Tancred de Sienna to be lieutenant of the 
maflerfhip. Finding himfelf a little eafier the next day, he gave bro- 
ther Alexander Albani the pope’s nephew, who was afterwards bailiff 
of Armenia, the commandery of Viterbo, that was fallen vacant by the 
death of Rondinelli : he inienfibly grows better and recovers his 
health entirely. 

A strong report that they are fitting out at Confbtntinople a fleet 
of 20 fultana’s, 40 gallies, and a great number of little vefTels, and that 
all thefe preparations are defigncd againft Malta. The council, not to 
be taken unprovided, defire fuccours of the pope, who immediately 
difpatchcs a tartan laden with powder, and other provifions neceflary 
to fuftain a liege, with 150 foldiers, and a promife to fend a morecon- 
fiderable reinforcement as fbon as poffible. The commander d’AIegre 
is lent to the king of France ; the commander de Sannazarto Leghorn ; 
and the commander de Monteclair to Genoa. They all came back 
with confiderable forces, and landed at Malta with a great number of 
knights who crouded from all parts to contribute to the defence of the 
order. They name the general officers; they divide the foldiers into 
fcveral bodies, and mufter near 10000 men, all of them refolvcd to 
make a gallant defence. 

After all, the mighty armament of Conflantinople, which had 
made fb much noife, proves to be no more than five liiltana’s, which go 
to join three other fhips that came out of the ports of Tunis and Tri- 
poli. They are apprehenfive of a defcent on the ifle of Goza ^ they 
tranfport every thing thither that is neceflary to defend it ; and Tan- 
cred grand priour of Meffina, notwithflanding his great age and infirmi- 
ties, obtains the grand mailer’s leave to go over thither. He conlults 
with the commander de Langon lieutenant-general, and the comman- 
der de Montfort governour of the ifland, about repairing the fortifica- 
tions, and puts it in a good poflure of defence. But the enemy defpair- 
ing perhaps of fucceeding in cafe they fhould attempt to attack i& only 
burnt a few little veflels which they found upon the coafl, and failed 
back to the Levant. 

The grand mailer makes Confiderable additions to the magazines 
which his predeceflour had built, and by that means improves com- 
merce, and brings in plenty in his dominions. 

Vol. II. * D d Upon 
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Raimond Upon the news that four fultana’s were put to fea with a brigantine 
Pbrellos. orc j er t0 make a dclcent in Calabria) the grand mailer fends out com- 
mander de Florigny with a iquadron. After fome days fail they fpy a 
large Ihip, which they know to be the admiral of Tripoli, commanded 
by the famous corfair Balia -Ali - Antulla - Ogli * Stamboli. He had 600 
men on board with $ 6 guns and 40 patterero’s, and was attended by a 
tartan of 12 guns, 30 patterero’s, and aoo men, commanded by Mahmut 
Ogli Cafdagli, who was refolved, notwithllanding the orders of his ge- 
neral to the contrary, to Rand the attack of the Iquadron. The com- 
mander de Langon who was captain of the St. James began the en- 
gagement with his cannon ; the enemies fails took fire, ana both fliips 
were in a flame. The turks delpairing to quench it, plunge into the lea ; 
the knights lend out their long-boats to their luccour, and faved 400 of 
theip, among whom was the rais of the admiral of Tripoli, and 50 
chriftian Haves whom they fet at liberty. The chevalier Pagani de No- 
cera and five men on board the St. John were loll. 

1710. The grand mailer fends for corn to the Levant, and by that means 
provides againii a dearth in Malta, whither the viceroy of Sicily had 
refuted for above a year to allow any corn to be exported as ufual.. 

The commander de Langon foils with the Iquadron of Ihips to- 
wards the coall of Barbary. He meets the admiral of Algiers with 500 
men on board, and takes it after a long engagement in which all. the 
enemy’s officers were killed. This vidory was fatal to the order by 
phe death of dje commander, whole valour and admirable qualities. oc? 
cafioned his being greatly regretted. His body was carried to Cartha- 
gena, and buried under the great altar of the cathedral. The grand 
mailer, to Immortalize his memory, ordered a tomb-llone to be ereded 
in the nave of the church of St. John, on which the following epitaph 
was engraved. 

D. O. M. 

“ F r a T r 1 Jofepho de Langoo Alverno, cujus virtutem in iplb ty- 
“ rocinii flore maturam Gallics naves fecere, Thraces lenlere, Meli- 
“ tenles habuere vidricem. Oranum dira obfidione cindurn, cum uni- 
“ ca religionis navi, cui prxerat, onerariam ducens, penetrati Algerii 
** clalle, ejulque rege telle vel invito, militem & commeatum invexit. 
“ Generalis claffium praefedus ad tripolitanorum praetoriam incenden- 
“ dam plurimo momento fuit. Laudes tamen confilio & fortitudine 
“ fibi unique coemptas in alias conti nuo tranftulit. Supremi tandem 
“ Algerii nave fiibada, acceptoque inde vulnere acerbo, vidor fato 
** ceffit, die 18 Aprilis 1710 aet. 41. E. M. M. F. D. R. de Perellos- 
“ Roccaful ad benemerentise argumentum mortuo hoemoerens polkum 
“ voluit Cenotaphium ad memoriae perennitatem”. 

1711. Attempt of the inquifitour of Malta upon the infirmary of the 
order. The tribunal of the inquifition had been introduced into the 
ill and by pope Gregory XIII, but with io much tendernefs and caution, 
that they were fcarce fenfible of it. The bilhop of Malta was the firlt 
perlon invelled with this commiffion. Some time after they put in an 
officer of the court of Rome, but enjoined him not to do any thing 
without the concurrence of the grand mailer, the bilhop, the priour of 
the church, and the vice-chancellour, and he was exprefsly rellrained 
from taking cognizance of any crime but that of herely. They did 
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hot at that time think of oppofing an authority, the exercife of which Raimohd 
was lodged in the firft perfons of the order, nor forefee that the inqui- 
fitours might in time ** make themfelves not only independent but in- Memorial 
“ fopportable to a body of knights defeended of the moft noble blood prefented to 
u of Chriftendom, and whole order is invented with a lovereign power Lcwisxiv * 
“ over its fubjafts.” 

Delci, who exercifcd the office of inquilitour in 1711, after ha- 
ving carried his pretentions lo high, as to infill that the grand matter’s 
coach fhould ttop when it met his, thought he ought not to liiffer the 
infirmary of the order to continue any longer exempt from his jurif- 
dkfttoa. ’Twas the moft privileged place of the order *, entrufted to 
the guard of lome french knights who were infinitely zealous for their 
liberty, and lubjedfc to no authority but that of the grand hofoitaller. 

No one elle, of what quality Ibever, can enter it without firft leave- 
ing the marks of his dignity at the door. The officers of the inqui- Dec. 7. 
fkion got in by lurprize, and began to make a vifitation in form. The 
commander d’Avernes de Bocage, overleer of the infirmary, upon no- 
tice of this attempt, came in great hafte to oppofe it, turned them out 
immediately, and entered a proteft of nullity againft all they might have 
done in his abfence. 

' The grand matter fends the grand priour Zondodari to Rome as 171a. 
embaftadour of the order, to give the pope an account of the unjutt 
pretentions of the inquifitour. The overfeer of the infirmary goes 
himfelf to France to rcprelent the cafe to his moft chriftian majefty, 
who writes in very warm terms to his holineis upon that fitbjed, and 
engages him to difbwn and ftbp the attempts of his deputy. 

Brother James de Noailles, emballadouf of the order in France, Apr. ax.’ 
dies at Paris in the y^th year of his age. The bailiff de la Vieuville 
lucceeds him in that quality, who makes his entry on the 4th of De- 
cember with all the ceremonies ufed at the entry of the embaftadours of 
fovereign princes. 

The commander Zondodari, embaftadour extraordinary at Rome, 
makes frefh complaints againft: the inquifitour for taking upon him the 
granting of patents to a great number of malteze to exempt them from 
the obedience which they owed their fovereign. 

Brother Adrian de Langon, captain of the St. Catherine, attacks 1713. 
leven algerine veflels, puts them to flight, and takes one called the 
Half Moon of 40 guns, and manned with 400 men. Thirty fix chrif 
tian Haves are delivered on this occafion, and the order lofes only leven 
men in the engagement. 

The pope writes to the grand matter to engage him to fend the gal- 
lies of the order to cruize off of the coaft of the ecclefiaftical (rate, 
where the corfairs of Barbary were continually taking prizes. 

The commander de Langon chafes an algerine coriair of $6 guns 1714. 
and 500 men, comes up with him off of the ifles d’Hieres, Ihoots all 
his mafts by the board iu an engagement of fix hours, and finks him 
when he could not prevail upon him to ftrike. They could lave no 
more than two chriftians and fix turks of all the crew. 

* The very marfhall of the order cannot go into the infirmary without leaving his ftaff 
of command at the door. 
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Another fhip of Barbary taken, in which they made <?£ flavesv 
Death of the bailiff de la Vienville embafiadour of the order in France. 
The bailiff de Mefines fhcceeds him in his poft. 

The great preparations made at Conllantinople give them an alarm 
at Malta. The grand mailer writes to all the knights to be in a readi- 
ngs to let out upon the firft orders, for that purpofe repairs all the for- 
tifications, and provides all thing? neceflary for the defence of the * 
illand. 

THE knights dilperfed over the fever al parts of Europe begin to 
rendezvous in order to fet our. Some whole advanced age would 
not fuller them to undertake luch a journey, remit the revenues of their 
commanderies to the. grand mailer, in order to their being employed 
in the defence of Malta, and others, though dilabled from a&ing by 
their great age and infirmities, are refblved to go and allilt at lead with 
their advice. 

The french knights not excepting the novices, fignalize their zeal 
in taking up confiderable fums on their own credit, which they lay out 
in buying a great quantity of arms and all kinds of ammunition. They 
fend this fupply to Malta and agree to follow loon after. The grand 
mailer in the mean time takes 150000 crowns out of the treafury, and 
borrows a larger fum in his own name, employing it all in fetching from 
different places every thing that was neceflary to make a vigorous de- 
fence : he gets a re-inforcement of troops and gallies from the pope, 
and obtains leave to raife men in the ecclefiallical (late. 
iX Whilst all thefe preparations were making at Malta to oppofethe 
enemy, an unknown perlon of ahandfome alpedl came to offer his fervicc 
to the grand mailer in quality of an engineer. His offers were the more 
readily accepted as he feemed to be well skilled in fortifications. Some * 
knights were appointed to Ihew him all the works, particularly thofe of 
la Valette, upon which he gave them feveral good hints, and a great 
idea of his capacity. Two days after he was Hown, and whatever 
fearch was made after him, they could never find him. They made 
no queflion but he was a ipy Cent by the turks to obferve the condition 
of the iffand. This adventure made the grand mailer think of fending 
feme perlon on whom he could depend to Conllantinople, in order to 
get a more perfed account of the grand feignior’s defigns. Andrew 
Veran of the town of Arles, who had lived a long time at Malta, offered 
himfelf for this commiflion, and accordingly fet out with a veflel laden 
with merchandize under pretence of trading in the Levant. He firft 
landed at Napoli di Romania the capital of the Morea, where he met 
with the captain-general of the republick of Venice. He learned from 
him that the turkifh armament was increafing every day, but that it 
feemed to be defigned only againll the Venetians. Sailing from thence 
to the Dardanelles, he was informed that the infidels had declared war 
againll the State of Venice. He arrived at Conllantinople where he 
few the count des Alleurs the french embafiadour, who took him under 
his prote&ion, and gave him an exa& account of all the defigns of the 
port.p^ 

I n the mean time the knights were arriving at Malta from all quar- 
ters, none of them failing to bring fome fuccour along with them. They 
firted out a naval force, and the Iquadron of the order joined that of 
the pope, that they might be enabled to meet the ottoman fleet. Veran 
* returned 
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returned back to Malta, and by the account he gave of the motions of Raimom©- 
the turkilh army, they found that either the grand feignior had no 
defign upon that ifland, or which was more probable, that he had al- 
tered his meafures upon the advice he had received of the good con- 
dition it was put in by the grand mailer’s care, and the yalt refort of 
the knights thither from all parts. 

The republick of Venice delires luccours from the grand mailer a- 1716. 
gainll the turks. The order lends them five men of war and lome gal- 
lies, which give chace to three corfairs of Barbary, and take one of 5-4 
guns with $00 men on board : they bring it in to Malta with four 
iaicks laden with all lorts of provifions. 

Disputes between the commanding officers of the auxiliary fqua- 
drons. The pope puts an end to them by giving the commodore of 
the malteze fquadron the title of his lieutenant-general. 

The fquadron of the order takes feveral turkilh lhips laden with 
merchandize, and carries them to Corfu, where the chevalier de Lan- 
gon, who commanded the pope’s fquadron, gains feveral advantages 
over the infidels. 

The lhips of the order, with a re-inforcement of two frigates 1717. 
and fome light veflels, put to lea again to join the allies. A malteze 
privateer finks a large turkilh Ihip ana faves part of the crew. 

A s E A-engagement between the auxiliary troops and the turks near 
the ille of Stags. The infidels, whole Blips fuffered a great deal, fly a- 
way after having cannonaded one another for two hours together. The 
auxiliary troops came off without lols. The bailiff de Bellefbntaine, 
who commanded the fleet, fignalized himlelf in an extraordinary man- 
ner all this campaign, and was received at his return by the grand mat- 
ter with the higheft marks of diflin&ion. 

The fquadron puts tofea again, re-inforced with the St. John man 1718. 
of war of 70 guns, and goes to join the Venetian fleet. The turks grow 
fels eager to carry on the war, and the chrillian armada finds few op- 
portunities of fignalizing it felf this campaign. 

The pope gives the crols of Malta to the king of Poland’s natural 1719. 
fon. The Iquadron of the order make a confiderable prize in the Ar- 
chipelago, where they take two gallies richly laden from Conflantino- 
ple, on one of which the balha of Romelia with all his family was go- 
ing to Napoli di Romania. 

The chevalier Fraguier , firll enfign of the grand mailer’s compa- 
ny of guards, brings his moll chrillian majelly a prelent of birds of 
prey, a prelent which the grand mailers are ufed to make to the king 
of France. 

The chevalier d’Orleans takes the oaths before the king for the 1710^ 
grand priory of France, which was vacant upon the voluntary refigna- 
rion of the grand priour de Venddme. 

The grand mailer Raimond Perellos de Rocafull being worn out 
with his great age and a fit of ficknefs, which had been upon him up- 
wards of a year, dies after a reign of xx years. He dillinguifhed him- 
felf by his liberality to luch families as had been ruined by the infidels ; 
made confiderable improvements in the fortifications of the ifland, and 
omitted nothing he thought might any way contribute to fupport the 
lullre and glory of his order. 

Vol. II. * E e The 
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Marc The ele&ors being afifemblcd with the ufual ceremonies, chufe the 
Z0ND0DA- Marc. Antonio Zondodari for their grand mailer : He was a na- 
’ tive of Sienna, and highly worthy of the mafterlhip on account of his 
perlonal merit and his illullrious birth. The rejoicings made on this 
occafion arc heightned by the taking of two large coriairs of Barbary, 
which were brought at the fame time into the harbour. This fiicCefs is 
loon after followed by the taking of the admiral of Algiers, a Ihip of 
80 guns, and foo men on board. 

The bailiff Ruffo is made general of the gallies of the order. The 
grand mailer obtains a brief from the pope, to oblige all liich knights 
as had upwards of 300 1. annual income, to maintain every one a fol- 
dicr at his own expcnce for the fecurity of the illand, but it does not 
appear that this brief was ever put in execution. 

The Iquadron which the grand mailer had granted the king of 
Spain to guard his coalls, puts to fca under the command of the bailiff* 
de Langon, and chafes a galiot of Barbary that was cruifing off* of the 
coaft of Sardinia. They cannot come up with her, but take a pink 
which Ihe had made a prize of a little before. The St. John man of 
war, of which the commodore was on board, meets lomedays afterwards 
with an algerine veffel of 40 guns, comes up with her, and takes her 
after an hours engagement. Twenty chrillian Haves were delivered and 
2,60 infidels made Haves. A few days after they meet the Iquadron of 
Tunis confifting of the admiral, the Patrone, and the Porcupine. The 
two firff get off in the night after a long and fmart engagement, but the 
Porcupine was forced to llrike, after having Hood it out againll all the 
five till ten at night. They deliver 31 chrillians who were Haves in 
this ffiip. This luccefs which was owning to the valour of capttain 
Alognis de la Grois, calls fuch a terrour over all the coalt of Barbary, 
that no corlair dares llir out to cruile. 

Don Carlo Conti, prince of Poli, nephew to the pope, receives the- 
crofs of the order from the hands of cardinal Pamphileo, grand priour 
of Rome. 

The grand mailer, who had been attaked for upwards of fix months 
with a kind of gangrene in his bowels ; dies on the 16th of June , ar 
the age of 63 years 7 months and if days. This prince who was high- 
ly eftimable for his fingular piety, took great care to fortify the ifland, 
was exceeding charitable, maintained a regularity of difeipline in his 
order, as much by his example as his authority, and wanted nothing 
but a longer reign to anfwer in every refpe& the great hopes conceiv* 
ed of him. 

Brother don Raimond d’Elpong, bailiff* of Negropant, lieute- 
nant of the mafterlhip, calls the council together , and after the ufual 
ceremonies, the ele&ors agreed unanimoufiy in the. choice of d’Antbo- 
ny Emanuel de Vilhena a portuguefe, of the language of Caftile, to be 
their grand mailer : His birth , his perlonal virtues, and his pcrfedl 
knowledge of the rules and maxims of the order made him truly wor- 
thy of this promotion. He had palled through all the dignities of the 
order, and diltinguilhed himfelf in them all; He had hardly finiihed 
his caravans when he was made captain of the admiral galley , and was 
ivounded in an engagement with two Tripoli ihips, which general An- 
tonio Correa de Soufa took in 1680. Four years after he was made 
captain of one of the men of war , which the order fent to aflift the 
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Venetians in the conqueft of the Morea. They made him liicceflively 
major and then colonel of the country militia. In 1691 he had the 
command of the 8th galley, and the year following that of the St. An- 
thony. He was made great crofs of grace in 1696, commiflary of the 
navy two years afterwards, and commiflary of war in 1701. The dig- 
nity of great chajncellour of the order was conferred upon him in 1713. 
He quitted it three years after to take that of bailiff d’ Acre ; was chole 


Anthony 
Emanuel 
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onc of the zt electors for the ele&ion of the grand matter Zondodari, 
and the fame year was made procurator of the treafuryi Thefe fevcrdl 
polls, in all of which he behaved himlelf to the infinite fatisfa&ion of 
the order in general , wete fo many fteps to raife him to the mafter- 
Ihip. 

The new grand mailer’s firll care was to put the illand in a Hate of 
defence againll the invafion with which the turks Hill threatened it. 
He bnilt fort Emanuel on the little ifle of Marfa-mouflet, which the 


infidels might have eafily leized on , and would thereby have greatly 
facilitated their luccefs : He likewife ordered all fuch knights as were 
1 9 years of age to repair to him. 

Th e grand leignior’s great preparations againll the order were made 
at the inftance of a Have, called Hali, whom Mahomet Effendi, his 
emballadour in France , had redeemed as he paffed by Malta. This 
Have, who was beloved by the knights and in favour with the grand 
mailer had lerved in the navy, and had been for ten years iman or chief 
of the torkilh llaves that were at Malta. Upon his return to Conllan- 
tinople, he gave the minillers of the port an account of the forces of 
the order, and perfuaded them that it would be an eafy matter to lur- 
prize the illand by the help of thole Haves, who were ever prepared for 
a revolt, and were more in number than the inhabitants : that in order 


to foeceed in their attempt, they needed only fit out a Iquadron of ten 
Hiips, and appear with it before Malta, where the llaves would infal- 
libly take arms, and their infurre&ion crown them with fuccels. 

The project pleafed the grand vizier : accordingly commodore 
Abdi Capitan put to lea with ten Ihips ; Hali embarked likewile with 
a captain’s commilfion, when they came and prefented themfelves be- 
fore Malta : but the wife precautions the grand mailer had taken, ren- 
dered the executing of their defign impracticable. They retired after 
a few broadfides, and Abdi Capitan fent the grand mailer the follow- 
ing letter. 

“The firll man of the ifle of Malta, the heads of his council, and 


‘ chiefs of the languages of France, of Venice, and other nations that 
“ adore the Mefiias, are advertifed by this letter , that we have been 
“ exprelsly fent by the grand feignior the mailer of the univerfe and re- 
“ foge of the world, to order them to deliver up to us all luch Haves 
** as are under their milerable government, that they may be prelented 
“ before his lupreme and augult throne. This is his pleafure and his 
“ defign in fending us with this fquadron. If you fail to obey, dread- 
“ ful punifhments will make you repent your fault. Send your anfwer 
“ to Tunis.” 


This llile fo agreeable to the pride of the grand leignior’s officers, 
did not however hinder the grand mailer from anfwcring the letter, in 
hopes that it might be of ule in procuring the deliverance of Ibrne chri- 
ftian Haves. The tenour of his letter, which was wrote wirh politenefs 
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Anthony and dignity, was as follows. “ That the defign of his order was oat 
beVil* 1, U t0 ^ cour * eas in the view only of making Haves, but to crude 
hena*. L “ with their Ihips for fecuring the liberty of the feas to all chriftiaa 
“ veflels ; that they attacked fuch only as difturbed commerce, and 
“ who delerved to be made Haves, for endeavouring to make the chri- 
“ Ilians fo : that they had nothing fo much at heart as the delivery of 
44 fuch of theirs as were in flavery, and that if his highneis was in the 
44 lame dilpofition, they were ready to enter into a treaty for reftoring 
41 the Haves on both Tides to their liberty, either by way of exchange 
44 or ranlom, as was generally pradifed among princes ; and that if his 
44 highnefs would let them know his intentions , they ihould not fee 
44 wanting on their part to fecond them. ” 

1713. This anfwer was di reded to the marquels of Bonac, the french cm- 
bafiadour at Conflantinople , with a delire that be would deliver it to 
any minilter of the port whom he Ihould judge proper. The french 
embafladour, judging by the contents of the letter, and the delicacy 
with which it was wrote, that the grand mailer’s defign was not lb much 
to anfwer the commodore of a fquadron, as to communicate his inten- 
tions to the grand feignior himfelf by his ftrft miniHer, lent it to the 
grand vifier. Some days after he Ipoke to him about it, and was agree- 
ably furprized to find him difpofed not only to make an exchange of 
Haves, but to enter into a treaty of , peace with the order of Malta. 
The marquefs of Bonnac, perfuaded that luch a peace would be of great 
advantage to all chrillendom in general, as well as to the order in par- 
ticular, laboured at it with great application, and prevailed lo far with 
the grand vizier, whom he had wrought upon by his probity and fin- 
cerity more than by the fpperiority of his genius, that all the articles 
which he propofed were agreed to. This being done, he lent diem to 
the grand mailer, and wrote to the court of France, upon the fame fiife- 
je&, which after a mature examination lent him orders to continue his 
endeavours to bring the affair to a happy conclufion. 

The grand mailer had the propolals of the port examined, and feat 
his observations on them to M . de Bonnac. They chofe rather to make 
a limitted truce than a peace j they took all the neceflary precautions 
to keep the order from all manner of llain or reproach, and the grand 
vizier agreed to every thing. The articles ftipulated between them 
were, 

1. That the Haves Ihould be exchanged on both fides, and that if 
there Ihould be more on one fide than on the other, the lupernumerary 
ones Ihould be delivered at the rate of too pieces of eight per head. 

2. That this exchange Ihould extend no farther than to fuch Haves 
only as had been taken by the Ihips of the maltefe and the grand feig- 
nior. 

3. That the truce Ihould continue for ao years, at the expiration 
of which time they might treat for another. 

4. That the republicks of Africa Ihould not be comprehended in the 
treaty, and that the port Ihould not give them any fuccour either -di- 
re<£tly or indire&ly againll Malta. 

5. That the maltefe Ihould have the lame privileges as the french 
in all the grand feigniors dominions. 

6 . That the treaty Ihould be null, whenever any chrillian prince 
Ihould be at war with the port. 
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The news of this treaty was received at Conftantinople with great 1 7 1 4- 
applaule. Buc the captain balha relenting that an affair which related £**“°"* 
to the lea, (hould be treated without firft confulting him, engaged all the yj' 
lea offiters to oppofe it. They carried their point fo far as to make the hen a. 
grand vizier change his note, who feeing their univerfal dilcontent, did 
not care to carry the negotiation further. However he told the marquefs 
of Bonnac, that he had not changed his views, and that it would be an 
eafy matter to bring that affair on foot again, by only caking certain 
meafures to gain the confent of the fea officers, whofe own intereft 
would infallibly oblige them to give into the fcheme. 

During this negotiation, the account of which I thought it would 
not be proper to interrupt, the grand mailer upon advice that a Tunis 
man of war was cruifing in company with a tartan, between the illes of 
Maritimo and Panteleria, and had taken two barks, viz. one of Sicily, 
and the other of Genoa, fent the St. John man of war and a frigate to 
look out for them. They meet the corlairs, who purfue them for lbme 
time to reconnoitre them, but afterwards think lie to Hand off and en- 
deavour to get from them. The maltefe frigate comes up with the fhip, 
and after exchanging broadfides for four hours together forces it to 
llrike. This fhip was an excellent failer, and had been given by the 
grand feignior to the bay of Tripoli, who had made her his patronne. 

She was mounted with 48 guns and 14 brafs pattererocs, with four hun- 
dred men on board, of which no more than 267 turks lurvived. Three 
and thirty chriltian Haves recover their liberty on this occalion. This 
important vi&ory was owing to the valour of the chevalier de Cham- 
bray who commanded the frigate. The St. John man of war purliied 
the Tartan and took it, and both the prizes were brought to Malta. 

Pope benedift XIII. is defirous of giving the grand mailer and the 1715-. 
order of Malta a dillinguilhing mark of his affe&ion. He difpatches 
a gentleman of his bed-chamber to Malta, to prelent that prince with a 
long * rapier, and a helmet which he had confecrated at cnrillmas with 
great lolemnity. The prefent is received with all polfiblc acknowledge- 
ments by the grand mailer, who conliders it as a new motive to ligna- 
lize himfelf more and more in the pra&ice of all the vertues which have 
lo juftly gained him the refpedl of his brother knights, the friendfhip 
of the princes of Europe, and the paternal tendernels of his holinefs. 

* T h e Rapier i« a filver fword gilt, about five foot long. The helmet is a kind of 
cap of purple velvet, embroidered with gold, and embclliihed with an holy ghoft of 
pearls. 
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A 

dissertation 

UPON THE 

Ancient and Modern Government 

OF THE 

Religious and Military Order 

o f 

St. JOHN of Jerusalem, 

T HOUGH ah hiftoty of this order ought naturally to give 
du account of the firft couftitutions* ftatutes,and original form 
of its government, yet a feries of time, and a variety of con- 
junctures have inienfibly occasioned changes therein, which 
are uhavbidablc id the condition of human nature ; and it Would be- 
tray a grofe ignorance of the inconftancy and weakneis of mankind, to 
offer td judge of the prcfent conftitution of a Irate by its ancient cu- 
ftbnis, and the practice of the firft ages after it6 eftablilhment. 

This cbfafideration determined me, for the entire latisfa&ion of the 
redder, to annex at the end of this work, a particular difcourle upon the 
prefent ftate of the order of Malta. 1 fhall firft treat of the feveral 
cJaflefe, into which the order ife divided. My next enquiry fhall be in- 
to the proofs of noble defceht that are required in order to be admitted 
into the firft dafs. Afterwards fhall follow a particular account of the 
nature of the comtndnderieS and the qualities requifite to be entitled to 
them. Frt>m thence I fhall pafs to the dignities which *’*8|*|’ °* 

fitting either in the general chapter, or in the council, and mail add at 
the end of this article a lift of the principal offices of the order, and 
bf the perrons that have the right of nomination to them ; and this 
treatife will conclude With the Fot'm oblerVed tu the ele&ton of the 
grand matter, a dignity of a Angular nature, which whofoever is invelb- 
ed with, enjoys an entire fovereignty and all the royalties of a prince 
over the fecular inhabitants at the lame time that, with regard to the 
knights, he is confidcred only as the head and fuperiour of a religious 

and military republick. , . , 

The church has in its bolbm various orders of religious, who with- 
out exercifing the fame fun&ions, have all of them their particular me- 
rit in the fight of God, and who by their variety contribute each in his 
relpe&ive way to the ornament and beauty of the church. Some le- 
Vjueftring themfelves voluntarily from the converfation of rnafnkmd, bu- 
ried as it were in folitude and wrapped up in their own virtue , fpend 
their days in the contemplation of eternal truths. Others more con- 
J verfant 
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verfant in the world, apply thcmfelvcs chiefly to the inftru<ftion of their 
neighbour, and contribute to the eaflng the care of pallors, when cal- 
led in to their alTiftance in the ecclefiallical minillry. There are fome 
fo en flamed with zeal for the converfion of infidels , that they go to 
the fertheft parts of the earth to preach the gofpel. The lame zeal, 
but adted by a charity of another kind, made a body of gentry lome 
ages ago take up arms to prelerve the chriftians from being made Haves 
by rhe Mahometans and infidels ; and ’cis of the form of government 
of this laft kind of religious, whole hiftory I have juft concluded, that 
I am going to give an account of in this place, 

ARTICLE I. 

Of the feveral dalles of religious in the order of St. John. 

T HE hofpitallers confidered merely as religious, are divided into 
three dalles, all of them different from one another with refpedfc 
to birth, and rank, and functions. The firft clafs conflfts of thofe whom 
they call knights of juftice, i. e. as the formulary of their profeflion 
exprelles it, fuch,the ancient nobility of whole delcent, merits their being 
admitted to that degree of honour : and none but thele are qualified to 
be advanced to the dignities of bailiffs and priours, whom they call 
grand crolfes, or to that of grand mailer. Time, which is too frequent- 
ly the author of abules and irregularities, has introduced a pra&ice of 
admitting other perfons into the rank of knights of juftice , who are 
not qualified like them, and who are called knights of grace : they be- 
ing luch as being defeended of fathers of noble extra&ion but of mo- 
thers of ignoble or plebeian birth, have endeavoured to throw a veil 
over this notorious defetft by a papal difpenlation. 

The fecond clafs comprehends the religious who are chaplains, and 
belonging in that capacity to the metropolitan church of St. John, 
where they perform divine lervice. Out of this body they generally 
take their chaplains both for the great hoipital of Malta, and for the 
fhips and gallies of the order ; and they exercile the lame fun&ion in the 
grand mailer’s chappeL Notwithftanding that in all the Hates of chrift- 
endom, the clergy have the firft rank , on account of the dignity of 
their minillry, neverthelefs the knights, though but meer laymen, take 
place of the priefts, and have all the authority in their hands ; a quia 
* omnis poteftas refidet in primatibus.” We do not find any inftance of 
the like government, but among the brothers of the charity, another 
order of holpitallers, where the religious who are priefts and minifters 
at the altar, are fo far from having any lhare in the government, that 
they are entirely dependant on fuperiours who are meer laymen. 

What they call the third clafs, comprehends the ferving brothers 
of arms, a body of religious, who without being either priefts or knights 
are neverchelefe obliged, whether they are in the field or in the infirma- 
ry, to ferve under the orders of the knights, and like them make four 
caravans of fix months each on board the Ihips of the order. This body 
of half knights, if we may give them that name, was formerly very nu- 
merous and confiderable, and did great iervices to the .order. There 
■were likewHe of old, a certain number of commaoderies defigned for 
them, which the chaplains and the lerving brothers of arms Hill enjoy 
in common at this day, they falling either to the one or the other ac- 
cording 
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Wording to their leniority. But for fome years paft the number of fer- 
ving brothers of arms is very much leflened , ancf a decree has been 
made to fulpend the admittiug of any more till further orders. 

I p a s s over the priefts of obedience, who without being obliged 
ever to go to Malta receive the religious habit, make their vows in 
form, and are afterwards fixed in the particular fervice of feme church 
of the order under the authority of a grand priour or a commander. 
There are (fill at Malta fome ferving brothers de ftage, a kind of vaflals 
employed in the meaneft offices of the convent and hofpitals, details 
of fo little confequence, that ldo not think it proper to trouble the rea- 
der with them. But this account would be imperfedfc if I did not fpeak 
of the religious dames of this order, of which there are feveral nunne- 
ries in France, Italy, and Spain. Thefe nuns, before they can be recei- 
ved, are obliged to give the fame proofs of their noble defeent as the 
knights of juftice : There are even fome famous nunneries, as that of 
Sixene in Arragon and Dalgoveira in Catalonia, in which the proofs 
of* gentility which would be allowed of for the reception of a knight. 
Would not yet be fufficienr for a nun of the choir ; and in thole two houfes 
they infift on luch a purity and antiquity of gentility in a lady who of- 
fers her felf, that it exceeds the degrees which the ftatutes require for 
the reception of the knights of juftice. 

ARTICLE II. 

Of the reception of the brother knights. 

I F we take the word chevalerie or chivalry, in the general notion that 
firft prefents it lelf, ’tis a profeffion of lerving on horfeback in war : 
which among moft nations has been always a mark of gentility to di- 
ftinguilh perlons of a noble extra&ion from thole of a plebeian birth; 
The quality of chevalier or knight was in the middle age confined to 
luch noble perlons , as either before or after an engagement, had de- 
ferved to receive the order of chivalry or knighthood from their ge- 
neral as a teftimony and recompence of their valour : And it was ge- 
nerally conferred in the field by the generals giving them a kifs and gird- 
ing a fword about them. But this honourable diftin<ftion was never 
granted but to martial men, delcended from ancient knights and of a 
military extra&ion, “ ad militarem honorem,” lays the emperour Frederic 
II. “ nullus accedar, qui non fit de genere mi li turn ” Here arc two kinds 
of knighthood, the one entirely of delcent, genus militare ; the other 
meerly perfooal, militaris honos. Theodore Hasping fpcaks of this lat- 
ter knighthood, which is to be acquired only by a man’s own valour, 
when he lays, that no body is born a knight : “nemo eques nafeitur, 
led per habentem poteftatem foliti fub formula.” So Peter de la Vigne 
in nis life of the emperour Frederic above mentioned, fays exprelsly, 
“ Licet generis nobilitas in pofteros derivetur, non tamen equeftris dig- 
nitas.” To prevent confounding thele two kinds of knightood, the 
one which a man derives meerly from his anceftors, and the other which 
he acquires only by his own warlike exploits, fome hiftorians of the 
middle age have employed the term (milites) to fignify knights who 
were anceftors of the perlbn they fpeak of, and ule that of (eques) on- 
i ly 

* NB. The word igentilitv which is made ufe of in feveral places in the tranflation is 
in the original noblefle or nooility. 
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only to diftinguifh the perfbn who adually has received the order of 
knighthood. 

The knights of St. John of Jerufalcm, in their military inftitution, 
kept ftri&ly to this ufage. All the remains we have in France, and in 
the regifters of the priories of the three languages of this nation, of 
the names of the old knights of that order, fnew plainly that they 
were all defcendcd from warlike ancestors and gentlemen both by name 
and the arms they bore. But as in procefs of time different cuftoms 
arofe, and that every nation fancied they had a right to determine* and 
even extend the nature of gentility, as well as fix the proofs of it, the 
chief magiftracies and feveral civil officers have obtained in France and 
Italy the fame advantages as a gentility wholly military , fb that in 
thefe two nations they a&ually receive perfons for knights who would 
be refufed in Germany. This obliges me to enter into a detail of the 
different proofs which are required in mod of the languages to fhew 
the nobility of all fuch prefentees as offer themfelves to be admitted 
into the order in quality of knights of juflice : and as the kingdom of 
France alone comprehends*three languages, and confequently fornifhes Provence, 
more knights than any other country , 1 fhall give a fhort account of p^^F e ’ 
the different rules which they have obferved at different times in the Ce * 
reception of the knights. 

I f we may give credit to perfons who are well skilled in heraldry, 
the ufe of coats of arms is derived from the crufades. So many crofc 
fcs of different figures, as we fee in the efcutchcons of the ancient gen- 
try are a fufficient proof of this fa& : and the colours, the enamels, 
the vaire and the contrevaire that we meet there, owe their original to 
the furrs which thole warriours ufed for an ornament to their coats of 
arms. The generality of them went to the holy land on purpofe to re- 
ceive the order of knighthood ; and they thought themfelves more than 
recompenced for the perils and fatigues of fo long a voyage, if in any 
battle fought againft the infidels, they had but received the kifs from a 
a prince or general and been dubbed a knight. The military order* 
whole hillory I have been writing was founded upon the fame princi- 
ple, and formed upon the fame model. They admitted none for knights 
but luch as before their entrance into the order, had either themfelves 
been graced with that title, or who were at leaft defeended of ancient 
knights : fo that we may look upon this part of the order of St. John 
as a crufade compofed entirely of gentry. Anciently Jerufalem and 
the holy land were the only places where they received all fuch knights 
as dedicated themfelves to this holy order of knighthood. We find 
that gentlemen lent their fons thither very young to be brought up in 
the head convent of the order, in hopes that they would be there for- 
med alike for piety, and the art of war ; but they never received thefe 
young gentlemen unlefs they brought with them an authentick tefti- 
mony of their noble extraction, attefted by the priours of the country 
where they were born : and before their fetting out, thefe priours were 
likewife to give them letters of recommendation, and a promife that 
they Ihould receive the habirs of the order and be admitted to make 
their vows as loon as ever they came to the ftatutable age for being 
made knights, which among the feculars was fettled at the twentieth 
year. “ Nullus ” lays a ftatute of the order made in 1144, ex hofpitali 
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“ miles fieri requirat, nifi, antequam habitum reltgionis affiimeret, ex- 

titerit ei promifTum : & tunc quando in ilia erit conftitutus aerate, in 
“ qua faecularis officii miles poffit fieri : nihilominus tamen filii nobili- 
“ um in domo hofpitali nutriti, cum ad aetatem militarem pervenerint, 
“ de voluntate magiftri & praeceptoris , & de confilio fratrum pote- 
“ runt militia infigniri.” 

W e have already obfervcd, that the young knights were at firft re- 
ceived in no other place but the head convent of the order ; but the re- 
cruits they wanted to fupply the place of fiich as were continually lo- 
fing their lives in fighting againft the infidels, obliged the chapters and 
fupremc councils of the order to confent, that they might, after the 
proofs of their gentility had been examined, give the habit to novices 
in the grand priories on this fide the fea ; and as the ill pra&ice of con* 
cradling unequal marriages with women of mean birth and condition, 
had not yet crept into noble families, all the atteftations of the genti- 
lity of the prelentee went no farther than the mentioning his hither 
and mother’s name, who were jufUy fuppofed to be defeended of gen- 
tlemen by name as well as arms. A proof of this may be feen in the 
lift that will be given at the end of this difeourfe, when it will appear 
that in 135 5 the date where the oldeft regifters of the grand priory of 
France begin, they never received any body but gentlemen, whole 
names and families were known, and even diftinguifhed in their feve- 
ral provinces. 

But this very gentry, which till that time had preferred it felf un- 
fullied, being reduced to narrow circumftances by expences that are 
unavoidable in war, was (bon forced for their fopport, to proftitute as 
it were their noble blood by contra&ing marriages below them ; and 
lords and gentlemen by name as well as arms began to debafe them* 
fclves in marrying rich plebeians. The tear, left thefe unequal mat- 
ches Ihould bring the order into contempt by the reception of knights 
defeended of them, engaged the whole body to make a regulation, re- 
quiring that an authentick inftrument Ihould be drawn up in writing 
with legal proofs to Ihew the legitimacy and defeent of the perfon pre- 
fented ; and the like proofs were to be produced with reipc& to his 
father, mother, grandfather, grandmother, great grandfather and great 
grandmother, for upwards of an hundred years, with a blazon of thefe 
eight quarters annexed to the inftrument ; and the perfon prefented was 
likewife to prove that his great grandfathers had been generally reputed 
gentlemen of name as well as arms. This laft article of the ftatute is 
(till in force at this day, or is at lead kept up in the form of the inftru- 
ment. But the proof of this laft qualification required with refpe# to 
the great grandfathers does not feem to me very eafy to be given in 
France by knights who have no other ftem from whence they can de- 
rive their gentility but a petty fecrctary of the king’s, * a gentleman of 
* Un noble the town- hall, a mayor or alderman of fome of thofe towns which en- 
de la cloche- title their magiftraces to the rank of gentlemen : And I cannot poflibly 
comprehend how a man who has no ocher fource of his gentility but 
one of thefe offices, which after all convey it no lower than a grandfon, 
can be employed in a genealogy in the proofs of a great grandfather, as 
if he was a gentleman by name as well as arms ; how he can pafs for a 
gentleman of ancient race who flopped, by dint of money only, the ple- 
beian blood that was creeping in his veins, and who was never feen to 
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draw his fword in the fervice of his country. Nor is it lefs difficult to 
account for, how the quality required in a great grandfather of being a 
gentleman by name as well as arms, can fometimes be applied to a 
tradefinan who is ennobled by an office in the law, without giving an 
unnatural and forced interpretation to that title : and it is very extraordi- 
nary to pretend that a magiftrate’s robe ought to be put upon the fame 
level with a warriour’s coat of arms, and to annex the privileges of true 
nobility to that robe. 

However, notwithftanding this difficulty, which after all arifes 
only from an unwillingnefs to alter any thing in the old (tile of the fta- 
tutes, we muft needs own that they are very exa<ft and ftrid: with re- 
fped to the proofs which they require of gentility for the eight quar- 
ters of the prefentee. Thefe proofs muft be teftimonial, literal, local 
and fecret, which it will be proper for us to explain in a more particu- 
lar manner. 

The firft proof is called teftimonial, becaufe it arifes from the tef- 
timony of four perfons of noble extraction, who ought to be gentlemen 
of name as well as arms. The commiflioners, who are generally old 
commanders, make them take a folemn oath to fpeak the truth, and. 
likevvife interrogate them feparately. If there be any thing that can 
make this kind of proof fufpe&ed it is, that in F ranee, the perfon pre- 
fented, or his relations generally provide thefe witnefles. 

The lecond proof is called literal, becaufe it is taken from wri- 
tings, deeds, contracts, acknowledgments of tenures, and furveys which 
the perfon prefented produces: upon which it may be proper to ob- 
ferve, that though marriage writings and wills are neceftary to a full 
proof of the delcent and ftatutablenefs of the perfon prefented, yet 
thefe kind of writings are not fufficient to prove his gentility, by rea- 
fbn of the opportunity notaries have of furnifhing the parties contract- 
ing with any titles and qualities which they pleale to beftow on them- 
felves, without ever examining whether they are really due to them or 
not. But in defeCt of thefe writings, which amount to no more than 
a bare declaration, without any legal proof, they have recourfe to the 
partition of lands of a noble tenure, to deeds of guardianfhip, to grants 
of the wardfhip of lands held in capite, to ads of fealty and homage* 
to acknowledgements of vafTalage and furveys, to commifiions,warrants, 
and grants of pods and dignities that either imply gentility, or entitle 
a man to it, to fummons for attending the king in the field, and laftly, 
to monuments, epitaphs, coats of arms, glafs-windows, and ancient 
efcutcheons in churches. 

The third proof is called local, becaufe the commiflioners are 
obliged to go to the very place of the perfons nativity, and when they 
arc defirous of being exad, they ought to go likewife into the country 
from whence this faintly came originally, and to the very place whence 
thefe his anceftors came who he pretends were gentlemen by name as 
well as arms,or, if this place is very remote and lies in another priory, to 
fend to the priour of that diftrid to make the enquiries and take the 
examinations neceftary in this cafe. 

The fourth kind of proof is derived from a fecret enquiry which 
the commiflioners make unknown to the perfon prefented : they do 
not infift that the witnefles fhould be gentlemen like the four firft ; in 
this choice regard is only had to their probity. When thefe four kinds 
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of proofs appear to be fubftantial, and confident with one another* the 
commiffioners draw up an inftrutaent in form containing an account of 
them, which is carried to the chapter of the prioury : from thence it pafi 
fes into the hands of two new commiffioners* who examine whether all 
the rules prelcribed by the ftatutes have been exa<ftly obferved in thefe 
informations, and when it appears that nothing has been omitted, this in- 
ftrument with its proofs, and the blazcn of the eight quarters is fent to 
Malta, from whence there comes a warrant to give the habit of the 
order to the prefentee. We have already obferved, that with regard to 
the three languages of the kingdom of France, viz. Provence, Auvergne, 
and France, the ftatutes and the prefent practice require that the pre- 
fentee prove his great grandfathers by the father and mother’s fide Were 
gentlemen by name as well as arms : which forms, as was before ob- 
ferved, the eight quarters of gentility. 

I n the language of Italy they are obliged to produce no more than 
four quarters : but every one of thefe, viz. that of the father and mo- 
ther, and that of the grandmother by the father and mother’s fide, 
muft have a known gentility of 200 years, and it muft be proved that 
every one of thefe four families have had the quality of gentlemen 
for 200 years part. In like manner they require only the blazon and 
the arms of thefe four families, without going, as they do in France, fo 
far upwards as the great grandmother. We muft likewife obferve with 
regard to the language of Italy, that in the commonwealths of Genoa 
and Lucca, and the grand duke’s territories, traffick and the trade of 
banking are not any way derogatory to a perfon as in the other priories 
of the lame language, and in all the other languages of the order. We 
are told that they are not a jot more fcrupulous upon this article ac 
Rome and all over the pope’s dominions, than they are at Genoa and 
Florence : upon which the following reflexion may very well be made, 
viz. that this is making knights of a very bale allay. 

With regard to the languages of Arragon and Caftile, the candidate 
is firft to prefent the names of his four quarters, i. e. of his father and 
mother, and his grandmothets both by the father and mother’s fide, and 
to exprefs in his petition the places from whence thefe four families 
originally came : whereupon the chapter of the priory to which he ap- 
plies himfelf, difpatch lome commiffioners fecretly to go upon the fpot 
and inform themfelves whether thefe families are reputed noble, and 
whether they do not defeend originally from jewifh or mahometan an- 
ceftors. If the report of thefe fecret commiffioners is favourable to the 
prefentee, they appoint others to take authentick informations from 
the lords and perfons of the greateft quality in each quarter : and thefe 
commiffioners ufually take all the care poftible to furprize fuch as 
they have a mind to interrogate, that they may not be prepared 
before-hand. The depofitions of thefe lords and gentlemen are judged 
to be fufficient, and they do not infill on writings or fettlements as in 
France, So that all the proof of gentility in the provinces of Spain 
confifts in informations and interrogatories with refpe<ft to the four 
quarters. They however do not fail to vifit the churches where there 
are any monuments, epitaphs, or other marks 6 f honour of the ances- 
tors of the prefentee, and to examine whether their coats of arms are 
the fame with his. For befides the authentick proof which they infill 
on of the religion and gentility of the prefentee from the fourth gene- 
ration, 
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ration, he is obliged to prefect on a fheet of paper an efcutcheon beat- 
ing quarterly the arms of the four families which he produces for the 
proof of his gentility. 

With regard to Portugal which makes part of the language of Ca£ 
tile, they have no occafion to take the lecret and preliminary informati- 
ons concerning the quality of the families of the four quarters ; becaufe 
by virtue of an old cuftotn eftablilhed by the kings of that nation, the 
names of all the noble families of the kingdom are carefully prefer ved 
in publick regifters, and if the four quarters from which the candidate 
pretends to be defcended are not inferted in them, they never proceed 
to the publick information. 

T h e r. e is not in the whole order of Malta any language or nation 
where the proofs are more rigorous, or made with greater exadtnefs than 
in Germany. In this the natural Ions and baflards of fovereign princes 
are not admitted to be knights of juftice, as is pradfcifed in the other lan- 
guages. The legitimate children alio of chief magiftrates, though their fa- 
milies have been always reputed noble, are in like manner excluded, 
becaufe their gentility is deemed to be a civil gentility, and for that 
realon unqualified to enter into a body where they admit only a mili- 
tary gentility by name as well as arms : and the cuftom of the language 
of Germany is to infill on proofs of 1 6 quarters before any knight can 
be received, and the very fame proofs which they require in the noble col- 
legiate bodies of that nation.Thegentlemcnthatdepofcas witnefles,aflert 
upon oath that thefe 1 6 quarters are very noble ; that the genealogy 
which the candidate has given in is a faithful one, and proved by au- 
thentick writings, and that all the quarters produced are of families al- 
ready received in the Aflemblies of the circles, and qualified to be ad- 
mitted into all the noble collegiate bodies. The blood from which a 
man mull be defcended ought to run in a very pure dream, and all the 
alliances of it mud be very noble, otherwife there is no making proof 
of thefe 1 6 quarters. And at the fame time they are fo very rigid in 
this language, that they would not let a (ingle quarter pals that had been 
refufed in any collegiate body : which has given occafion to a faying, 
viz. that if a fon of the grand feignior’s was to be converted and defire 
to be received as a knight in the language of Germany, he could not be 
admitted in it, as well for want of legitimacy, as for the difficulty he 
would have to prove 1 6 quarters on the woman’s fide. 

When a knight hath made all his proofs, he may be received at 
three different ages. He is received as of age at 1 6, though he is not 
obliged to go to Malta till he is 10, and he pays about 260 crowns of 
gold, worth about an hundred pence each for paffage-fees. Secondly, 
they may enter themfelves as pages to the grand mafler, and are recei- 
ved as fuch at twelve years of age, and quit it at 1 $ : the paflage-fees 
for a young page are almoft the fame as thole which are paid when a 
perlbn is received of age. In fine, within thefe hundred years they 
have made knights of minority, children in their very cradles ; a very 
modern pra&ice, which the paffion of parents for the advancement of 
their children has rendered very common : the occafion of it lhall be 
related in few words. 

When the order was in poffeffion of the ifle of Rhodes, there was 
in the city of that name, a place called the Collachium, or the Cloifler, 
a quarter fet apart for the lodgings of the religious only, and divided 
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from the dwellings of the fecular inhabitants. In the general chapter 
held at Malta in 1631, it was refblved that they ihou'd build a cloifter 
of the lame nature ; a project which could not be put in execution 
without a fund of 100000 crowns. As the treafory was very low, they 
refolved, for the fupplying of what was wanting, to grant an hundred 
difpenfations for receiving 100 young children into the order, upon 
condition that they gave 1000 crowns a-piece for their paftage-fees, 
betides fome other fmall fees. Thefe hundred dilpenlations were prc- 
fently filled ; but the collachium was not built : the money ariling from 
this Icheme was employed upon other occalions, and this contrivance 
has been found to be fo convenient, that in default of a general chapter, 
they have recourle to the authority of the popes, the firft fuperiours of 
the order, who by particular briefs which they ilTue out authorize this 
reception of minors, on condition of paying 3 3 3 piftoles and a third, 
at the currant rate of fpanifh piftoles for their paflage-fees. This en- 
trance-money is called PafTage-Fees, and owes its original to a fum of 
money which a youDg gentleman who was defirous ol going to take the 
habit at Jerufalem or at Rhodes, formerly paid to the mafter that car- 
ried him thither. 

Th is is pretty near the form obferved in the reception of the knights 
of juftice, and in the proofs which are required of their gentility. As 
for the chaplains or conventual brothers, and the ferving brothers of 
arms, who are not tied up to fuch kind of proofs, they are however 
obliged to Ihew that they are born of honeft parents, who never were 
fervants, or pra&ifed any vile or mechanick art ; that their fathers, 
mothers, and grandfathers, by both father and mother’s fide, as 
well as they themfelves were all born in lawful wedlock. Thefe fer- 
ving brothers, whether of the church or of arms, though born of 
parents who had no title to gentility, do neverthelcfs, in quality of re- 
ligious, make up part of the body of the order in conjunction with 
the knights of juftice, and are called to the grand mailer's election in 
which they have their votes. The chaplains have this further advan- 
tage, viz. that the bilhop of Malta and the priour of the church of St. 
John are taken out of their body, and have the firft place in council 
after the grand mafter, or in his abfence, after his lieutenant. But they 
are the only perfons of thefe two laft clafles who have any fhare in the 
government, all the authority being lodged in the hands of the knights 
of Juftice. However to make them fome amends, they have afligned 
them fome commanderies to which they fucceed by turns, according to 
their rank and feniority from the time of their reception : they are like- 
wile entertained, and have their table like the knights in the inns of 
their refpective languages. 

There are at Malta feven palaces which they call Inns, where all 
the religious, both knights and ferving brothers, . and the novices of the 
feven languages as well as fuch as are actually profefied have their ta- 
bles. Tne commanders who are luppofed to be rich enough to lubfift 
on the revenues of their commanderies are very feldom there : every 
head or pillier of an inn has a conftderable apartment in it. The trealury 
of the order furnilhes him a lum either in money, corn or oil for the diet 
of the religious of his inn. His own particular table is ferved with aplenty 
that lpreads it felf over the tables about it : but with all this the reli- 
gious would often make but lorry cheer, if the pillier of the inn did not 
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6iit of his own purfe fupply what was wanting in the allowance frdrti 
the treafury. But as thofe who have the keeping of the inn have a right 
to the firft dignity that becomes vacant in their language, they all 
ftrive either by thriftinels or by borrowing of their friends, to procure 
wherewithal to keep houfe with credit. Whenever the inn becomes 
vacant either by the pillier’s death, or by his promotion to an higher 
dignity, the oldeft knight of the language lucceeds him. They have no 
regard whether he is a commander or a private knight ; all they confi- 
der is only whether he be the fenior knight of his language ; that he 
owe nothing to the treafury ; and in cale he enjoys any of the orders 
cftates, that he has made improvements on them and given in his terrier 
or account of their rents ; that he has kept a ten year’s refidence in the 
convent ; in fine, that he, by virtue of his feniority, has demanded the 
Vacant dignity, which though it be burdenfome, is neverthelefs always 
courted, becaufc it is ever a path that leads to another which has reve- 
nues fufficient to make them an ample latisfa&ion for all the expence 
they have been at. 

’Fisfor the fame reafon that fbme young knights, as foon as they have 
made their caravans, defire leave to fit out gallies, in hopes of getting 
a commandery the fboner. For though the order is always at part of 
the expence of fuch armaments, it nevertheless cofts thefe young 
knights very confiderable fums out of their own pockets, in the hopes 
they entertain of being indemnified by a commandery of courtdy, 
which they generally receive from the bounty of the grand mailers. 

For the defraying of fb many different expences as the order is 
obliged to be at, either for the maintenance of the knights, the fdpport 
of the hofpital, or the keeping up of forces by lea and land, they have 
funds arifing from the prizes which they take from the infidels, from 
the paflage-fees, mortuaries, and revenues of vacant dignities. A mor- 
tuary is the perfonal eftate of a deceafed knight, and if hei be a com- 
mander, it takes in the revenue of the reft of the year from the time of 
his death to the firft of May following. The profits of vacancies go 
likewife to the order, and continue a year longer. In fine, the moft 
fubftantial revenue the order has confifts in the refponfions which they 
levy upon the priories, baily wicks, and commanderies : employments 
and dignities, each of which will now be treated of in particular. 

ARTICLE III. 

Of the dignities, priories, bailywicks, and commanderies ap- 
propriated to the knights of juftice. 

I N the hiftory pteceeding this diflertation We have feen that the or- 
der is divided into eight languages, viz. Provence, Auvergne, France, 
Italy, Arragon, England, Germany and Caftile, to each of which a 
particular dignity is annexed. Provence enjoys that of great comman- 
der. The marlhal is always taken from that of Auvergne. The lan- 
guage of France has that of great holpitaller. The admiral is taken from 
that of Italy. The drapier, who is now ftiled the great conlervator, is 
of the language of Arragon. The turcopolier, or general of the horle, 
was formerly of the language of England, but fince the change of reli- 
gion in that kingdom, the grand mafter’s fenefchal is invefted with this 
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title. The pod of grand bailiff belongs to the language of Germany, 
and that of great chancellour to the language of Caflile. 

I n the language of provence there are two priories, viz. St. Giles 
and Touloufe, with the baily wick of Manofque. I here are 54 comman- 
deries in the pfiory of St. Giles, and 35" in the grand priory of Touloufe. 

The language of Auvergne has but one grand priory, which bears 
the fame name, and the bailywick of Lions, which was anciently called 
the bailywick of Lurveul : there are 40 commanderies of knights, and 
eight of ferving brothers within this priory. 

The language of France has three grand priories. The grand priory 
of France contains 45; commanderies, that of Aquitain 6 5, and the 
grand priory of Champagne 14. 

T h e r e is likcwife in the fame language the bailywick. of the Morea, 
the title of which is annexed to St. John de Lateran at Paris, and the 
poll of great treafurer united to the commandery of St. John de Cor- 
beil. 

In Italy the grand priour of Rome has 19 commanderies under him, 
the priour of Lombardy 45", the priour of Venice 27, the priours of 
Barletto and Capua have 25 together, the priour of Mefliua 12, the 
priour of Pifa 26, and the bailiffs of St. Euphemia, St. Stephen’s of 
Monopoli, the Trinity of Venufia, and of St. John de Naples, are com- 
prehended in the language of Italy. 

Arr agon, Catalonia, and Navarre compofe the language of Arra- 
gon. 

The grand priour of Arragon, commonly called in hiftory the 
caftellan of Empofta, has 29 commanderies within his diftritft, the priour 
of Catalonia 28, and the priour of Navarre 17: the bailywick of Ma- 
jorca is of this language, and the bailiff of Caps in Africa depends like- 
wife upon it. But this bailywick has been loft to the order ever lince 
the lols of Tripoli and its adjoining territory. 

The language of England and Scotland comprehended formerly the 
priory of England or of St. John of London, and that of Ireland : there 
were in this priory 32 commanderies, befides the bailywick of l’Aigle, 
or of the Eagle. 

The grand priour of Germany is prince of the Holy Empire, and 
refides at Heiterfhexm. He has in High as well as Low Germany 67 
commanderies in his dependance, befides the priours of Bohemia and 
Hungary, and the bailywick of Sonneberg, which is> now in the hands 
of the luthcrans. 

Castile, the kingdoms of Leon and Portugal, compofe what is 
called the language of Caftile. Under the priours of Caftile and Leon, 
are 27 commanderies, and that of Portugal, called the priory of Crato, 
has 31, befides the bailiwyck of la Bouede. The title (in partibus) of 
the bailiff of Negrepont is common to the languages of Caftile and Ar- 
ragon : fo that there are adually near $00 commanderies in the order, 
befides the priories and bailywicks. The commanderies and all the 
eftates of the order, in what country fbever they live, are the property 
of the body of the order. Formerly they were let out to receivers and 
fecular farmers who paid the rent of their leafes to the common trea- 
fury : but as the city of Jerufalem and afterwards the ifle of Rhodes 
lay at a great diftance, theft fecular farmers took advantage of it, and 
proved very unfaithful, for which reafbn the management of thefe ef- 
tates 
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tates were afterwards entruftcd to the grand priours in their feveral dif 
tri&s. This was at firft no more than a truft and a bare adminiftration ; 
but they loon began to confider it as their property, and under one 
pretence or other, and fometimes without any at all, they conftimed 
all the revenues of the order. This male adminiftration obliged the 
general chapters, and in their default the council to have recourfe to 
a new expedient : they appointed a knight of known probity and difi 
intereftednefs to fuperintend over each particular mannour or portion 
of eftate which the order had in the fame canton or diftri<ft. But they 
held this adminiftration from the council, only (durante bene placito). 
The order likewife fometimes required him to take care of the educa- 
tion of fome young knights probationers, and there was always a bro- 
ther chaplain to lay mafs in this little community. They were forbid- 
den going beyond the limits of their houfe, without leave firft obtained 
from the knight who was the fuperiour of it : and fuch as were found 
to tranfgrefs, were arrefted and put in prifon. This fuperiour in an- 
cient writings was called PreceptOur, and afterwards Commander ; a 
name which imported no more than that the education of thefe young 
knights, and the management of the pofTeflions of the order were re- 
commended to his care. He was impowered to take out of thefe reve- 
nues a portion lufficicnt for the fubfifting of his community, and affift- 
ing the poor of his diftndt ; and he was obliged to fend to the common 
treafury a certain fum yearly which was always proportioned to the re- 
venue of the commandery. This quit-rent was called a Refponfion, 
the ule of which is continued to this day : general chapters have a 
right of augmenting thefe relponfions in times of war, and according to 
the wants and occafions of the order. I cannot fay whether thefe lit- 
tle communities above mentioned were fupprefled in order for the draw- 
ing off more confiderable relponfions from the commanderies, or whe- 
ther a fpirit of divifion arifing among them they dwindled away of them- 
felves. That which appears more certain is, that they left the admini- 
ftration of a commandery to a fingle knight, whom they fometimes re- 
quired to pay certain penfions, which ferved in lieu of the fuftenance he 
was obliged to furnilh to thofe knights who dwelt with him. At laft, 
to obviate all caballing and purfuit of employments, which might have 
very fatal confluences in a military body, they refolved to confide 
the adminiftration of thefe commanderies to the knights according to 
their feniority ; but in order to keep them ftill in that juft dependance 
which they owed their fuperiours, they entrufted them with the com- 
manderies, on the foot only of a bare adminiftration for a certain time 
limited by the council, (ad dccem annos, & amplius, ad beneplacitum 
noftrhm ; ) as the commiffions iflued out of the chancery of Malta for 
this purpofe exprefsly declare j by which 'tis evident that thefe admini- 
ftrations might be taken away. 

Expressions in luch pofitive and explicit terms prove undenia- 
bly that commanderies are no abfolute pofTefTions or benefices, but 
meer conceffions for which the adminiftratour was accountable to the 
publick treafury of the order, and liable to be turned out in cafe either 
of male adminiftration, or if irregularity in his life and converfation. 
The ftatutes (,de prohibitionibus & poenis) fay exprefsly, that if a knight 
be juftly fufpe&ed of entertaining a loofe commerce with a woman, 
and continues it after having been admonifhed of it, he fhall be immedi- 

Vol. II. ♦ I i ately. 




Digitized by boogie 



I 


126 THE HISTORY OF 

atcly ejected from his commandery, and all other pofleflions of the 
order, and without the lead formality of trial or profecution. The fame 
penalty is denounced in this ftatute againfl duellers, ufurers, all thofe 
who forfweare themfelves, and againfl ail fuch receivers of the order as 
were guilty of any prevarication in their accompts. “ Statim, non ex - 
“ pe&ata alii fententii, commendis, membris, & penfionibus privati cen- 
feantur, & lint.” 

But withal from the fame fpirit of regularity and juflice, if a com- 
mander has given no fcandal to any one in his commandery ; if he, 
like a good father of a family, has taken care of the eflate entrufled to 
his adminiflration ; if he has been exadt in paying the relponfions that 
are to be remitted into the common treafury ; if he has taken all due 
care of, and rebuilt the churches and buildings that depended on his 
commandery ; if he has made an cxa<ft terrar, i. e. given a juft court- 
roll of all the lands that hold under his fiefs, in the terms prefcribed by 
the ftatutes : in fine, if, agreeable to the fpirit of his order and his own 
obligations, he has taken great care of the poor ; the order, like a good 
mother, takes care to reward his exactitude j and after five years con- 
tinuance in fuch an adminiflration, if any more confiderable comman- 
dery falls vacant, allows him to (emeutir or) have his option of it in 
his turn, according to his feniority. 

B u x he is firft of all, after having been five years in pofleflion of his 
firft commandery, to get his language to appoint commiflioners to take 
an account of the good order in which they have found the buildings 
apd the lands, and to draw it up in an inftrument in form : this is called 
making his Improvements ; and if this verbal procefs be received and ap- 
proved at Malta, the commander may be advanced to a richer commande- 
ry. ’Tis to this wife precaution that the order is indebted for the prefer- 
vation of its eftates and buildings : every commander, in hopes of acqui- 
ring a greater eflate, taking the utmoft care of that which is entrufled 
to nis adminiflration. 

The knights, befides the commanderies, may arrive at the great dig- 
nities of the order, according to their feniority and merit. I have al- 
ready fpoke of the grand priours, who are the fuperiours of all the 
religious that refide within their priories. They are dire&ed to have 
a watchful eye over their condu<ft, and to fee that the pofleflions of the 
order be juftly managed ; they prefide in provincial chapters, and in 
their abfence are to name a lieutenant, who in that capacity takes place 
of all the knights of the petty crofs. 

There are three kinds of bailiffs in the order, viz. the conventual, 
the capitulary, and the bailiffs by courtefy and “ad honores.” The con- 
ventual bailiffs are fo called becaule they are bound to refide in the con- 
vent. They are chofen by the languages, and are likewife their chiefs, 
and pilliers of the inns. They are the firft knights after the grand maf 
ter: and though this dignity generally “ s’emeutiffe” or pafles by option 
according to feniority, they yet are not fo abfolutely tied up to this rule, 
but the languages and the council may take a liberty of chufing any per- 
fon whom they think mod deferving. 

Great com- A s the language of Provence is the firft of the order, it enjoys the 
mander. dignity in it, which is that of great commander. This conventual 

bailiff is by his poft prefident of the publick treafury and the court of 
exchequer. He has likewife the fupreme direction of the magazines, 
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the arfenai and the artillery ; he names their officers with the good 
liking of the grand mailer and council, and he takes them out of what 
language he pleates. His authority extends even to the church of St. 

John, feveral officers of which he names : he has the fame right in the 
infirmary, and chufes the petty commander, whole office is to atfift in 
Vifiting the medicines of tne hofpital. 

The dignity of marihal is the fecond of the order, and is annexed Great mar- 
to the language of Auvergne, of which he is the chief and the pillier. 

In military affairs he commands all the religious, except the great 
croffes, their lieutenants and the chaplains. In time of war he gives 
the great llandard of the order to any knight whom he thinks mod 
worthy of it : he has a right of naming the firft equerry ; and when he 
is at fea, he commands the general of the gallies, and even the high 
admiral. 

The care of the poor and lick being the firft defign of the inftitution Great hot 
of the order, and the bafis as it were of their profeffion, the treafury P ltaUcr * 
maintains an hofpital at Malta, the charge of which amounts to 5*0000 
crowns per annum. This hofpital is under the jurisdiction of the great 
hofpitaller, who is the third conventual bailiffi and the chief and pillier 
of the language of France. He nominates the overfcer of the infirmary, 
who is always to be a knight of juftiee, the priour of the infirmary, 
and two fcribes, all officers of but two years continuance, and pretents 
them to the council for their approbation : but for all other employ- 
ments about the hofpital he difpofes of them by his fble authority. 

The admiral is chief of the language of Italy : in the marthal’s ab- High admi- 
fence and at fea he commands the foldiers as well as the teamen : he 1 * 1 * 
names the infpe&or and the fcribe of the arfenai ; and whenever he de- 
mands the generalfhip of the gallies, the grand matter is obliged to pro- 
pofc it to the council, who either admit or refute him as they fee pro- 
per. 

Before England, Scotland, and Ireland had feparated from the The turco- 
church of Rome and embraced the proteftant dodtrines, the turcopolier polier. 
was the chief of that language. He, in that quality, had the command 
of the cavalry and the marine guards. Turcopole was a word uted an- 
ciently in the Levant, and fignified a light horle or kind of dragoon. As 
this dignity was abolifhed upon the feizure of the eftates of the order in, 
thofe itles, part of the functions of the turcopolier have been given to 
the grand matter’s fenefchal. 

The grand bailiff" is chief of the language of Germany. His jurifi The grand 
didtion extends it felf over the fortifications of the old city, the ancient baUit£ 
capital of the ifland. He hath the tame authority over the cattle of 
Goza : the grand bailiffs having, during the time that the order had the 
fovereignty of Rhodes, enjoyed the like poll with regard to the cattle 
of St. Peter in Caria, as may be teen in the hiftory. 

The dignity of chancellour is annexed to the pillier of Caftile, Leon The high 
and Portugal. The chancellour pretents the vice-chancellour to the clia,:,cellour * 
council : He is obliged to be pretent when any bulls are iealed with 
the ordinary teal, and fign the originals himtelf. *Tis expretsly requi- 
red by the 3 5th chapter de bajulis that he be able to write ana read. 

Besides thele conventual bailiffs, who are the chiefs and pilliers Bp.ofMalt» 
of the order, they have admitted the bithop of Malta and the priour °f*“^ 10Wt 
the church of St. John, in the fame quality : thefe dignities are com- church. 

mon 
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mon to all the languages, and the prelates who enjoy them get over 
the default with reipeft to birth, “ a defe&u nataliutn '* though they are 
chofe out of the body of chaplains* who by their rank are excluded 
from all the dignities of the order. 

March 14. The emperour Charles V, in his deed of conveyance of the ifles of 
** 3 °‘ Malta and Goza to the order, referved to himfelf and his fucceflours 
in the kingdom of Sicily, the advowfbn of the bilhoprick : and it was 
agreed, that in cafe of a vacancy of the fee, the order ihould be obliged 
to prefent to him and his fucceflours kings of Sicily, three religious in 
priefts orders, one of which was to be born in Sicily, and that thefe 
princes ihould have the liberty of chuflng any one of the three whom 
they ihould beft approve. 

T h e priour of the church of St. John is deemed the prelate and or- 
dinary of all the religious : he likewife officiates pontifically in his own 
church and in all thofe of Malta which are ferved by the chaplains of 
the order, and preceeds the biihop there. When this dignity becomes 
vacant, the council allow the chaplains to meet and confer about the 
choice of his fucceflour. They even go fo far as to vote for one : this 
being done, they carry the ferutiny to the council, who without any 
regard to iiich as had the greareft number of voices in the meeting of 
the chaplains, determine by their own votes who (hall fucceed to this 
dignity, which gives the priour, in the fame manner as the biihop, the 
firfl place in the chapters and councils, in quality of conventual bail- 
liffs. 

O f thefe feven conventual bailiffs, four at lead ought always to be 
reffdents in the convent ; nor can any one of them be abfent without 
leave from a full council. To obtain which, they muff have at leaft 
two thirds of votes j and in their abfence, the languages who can’t be 
without thefe heads, name immediately lieutenants to fiipply their 
places. When one of thefe pilliers is general of the gallies, and goes to 
lea, his language, notwithffanding his being abfent for the fervice of the 
order, names in like manner his lieutenant, whofe authority ceafes as 
foon as ever the general returns into the harbour. 

Although the capitulary bailiff’s are not like, the conventual ones, 
obliged to an adual residence in the convent, yet there is no holding a 
genera] chapter without thefe great crofles or their lieutenants. They 
are likewife obliged to alfift at all provincial chapters, or at leaft to fend 
a knight thither to reprefent them. This fecond kind of bailiffs are 
not capable of being made conventual bailiffs, becaufe the one are to 
reffde in the convent, and the others in the priory, where their baily- 
wick lies. Of all thefe capitulary bailiffs there was not any one, the 
bailiff of Brandenburgh excepted, who, like the grand priours, had any 
commanders under his jurifdidion. This baily wick had formerly 13 
that depended on it : but ffnee its falling into the hands of the prote- 
ftants, fix of thefe commanderies have been fupprefled by the lutherans. 
There are however ftill feven left whofe titles and revenues are prefer- 
ved, but they are in the hands of the proteftants. Thefe lutheran com- 
manders however wear the crofs, and aflume the name of knights ; 
they likewife chufe their own bailiff who names to the commanderies. 
Several of thefe pretended commanders have befought the grand matters 
to fuffer them to be received at Malta, and make their caravans on board 
the gallies of the order : but the difference in worfhip was an invincible 
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obdacle to their adroiffion into a catholick fociety. Some, when they 
could not obtain leave to fight under the banner of the order, have, 
from a principle of confcience, gone to make their caravans in Hungary 
again!! the turks, at the time when the country was the feat of war. 

* 1'is likewifo faid, that out of the fame motive they have fometimes 
font confiderable lums to Malta by way of relponfions : but no regard 
was ever had to thefo foeming a<ds of fubmiffion and attachment to the 
body of the order ; and the title of bailiff off Brandenburg is emeuti, or 
goes by option and feniority in the language of Germany, in the fame 
manner as a great many other capitulary bailywicks in the other lan- 
guages of the order, notwithdanding the eflates and revenues are actu- 
ally poflefTed by the infidels or protedants. All thefo dignities were 
formerly common to all the languages in general without any didinc- 
tion, and laded but from one general chapter to the next ; the chapter 
difpofing of them to perfbns of the greated merit. But fince the 
end of the fourteenth century, they have been conferred in the langua- 
ges only to which they were annexed. The knights, who are invef- 
ted with them, wear upon their bread a great octangular crofs of white 
linnen cloth, and take place of the knights of the little crols, though the 
latter fliould chance to be their feniors. 

The general chapters fometimes granted this honourable didin&ion 
to fuch private knights as had didinguilhed thcmfolves by their valour 
againd the infidels, and done any confiderable forvices to the order : - 
they were diled bailiffs by courtefy. When there was no general chap- 
ter fitting, the grand mader and the council named thefe bailiffs “ ad 
honores” and exercifod this power for a long while : but as they were 
continually teazed with recommendations from chridian monarchs in 
favour of knights who indeed were born their fubjeCts, but were not 
thought the mod deferving in the order, the grand mader and council, 
to get rid of thefe importunities, thought it bed to give up their right. 

They fancied that they, by this wife precaution, fhould put a dop ro 
the ambition of the knights, but that warm and redlefs padion put them 
upon Other expedients ; they employed the lame kind of recommen- v 
dation to the popes, who judly confidering themfolves as the fird fupe- 
riours of all the religious orders, fupplied the default and abfence of a 
general chapter by their own authority. ’Tis true indeed that the pri- 
vate knights or commanders who thus get themfolves made bailiffs by 
courtefy by the pope’s briefs, do not acquire any particular privilege 
with regard to other promotions ; for when any vacant commanderies 
or dignities are to be difpofed of, they have no right of preceeding pri- 
vate knights who are their foniours : fo that all they get by the recom- 
mendation of the princes who interpofe in their behalf, is no more than 
the privilege of wearing the great crols, the right of fitting in the chap- 
ter and the council when they are at Malta, and the taking place of 
knights who are their foniours, in fome alfemblies, and days of cere- 
mony : mod of them empty honours, and that have nothing fubdan- 
tial in them. 
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bf the general chapter, and different councils oftheordcK 

The order of Malta as it is how Riled is a noble republick, partly 
felembling that of Venice in its Government, which has more of an 
ariftocracy than of any other form. The grand mailer, like another 
doge, prelideth as the head, but the lupreme authority is veiled in the 
general chapter, a tribunal ellablifhed ever lince the foundation of the 
order for the determining of their warlike preparations, and the redrdt 
ling publick and private grievances : they treat therein of all affairs, whe- 
ther ecclefiaftical, civil, or military ; they repeal and reform old llatures 
when the oblervance of them is found inconvenient, and they make 
hew ones, which lublifl without appeal till the next chapter. 

I n ancient times thele famous ademblies were held regularly every 
five years : fometimes, if the exigence of affairs demanded it, they 
called them every three years ; but in procefs of time they came to 
meet only every ten years, and now there has not one been held for 
near an hundred years, to the great prejudice of their regular and mili- 
tary difcipline. But as it may happen, which indeed were highly to 
be wifhed, that the zeal of the knights and the wiidom and prudence 
of the grand mailers may revive the ufige of them, we think it not 
improper to fpecify in this place what perlons thele great aflcmblies 
Were composed of, and the form that was observed in them, and that 
particularly becaufe the very Rune dignities, in default of a general 
chapter, give them a right of fitting in the councils. 

When all the chaplains were arrived from the fevetal provinces of 
Chrillendom in the head convent of the orders whether at Jerufalem* 
Rhodes, or Malta, the grand mailer, on the day fixed for opening the 
chapter, after hearing a mals of the Holy Ghoft, entered the hall ap- 
pointed for the aflerably ; when he took his place under a canopy, upon 
a throne railed three Reps from the ground, and the members of the 
chapter, who wete dignitaries, to the number of 54, placed themiehres 
on the two fidet in the following order, viz. 

2* The priour of the church. 

4, The marlhal. 

<$. The admiral. 

8. The grand bailiff 
10. The grand priour of St. Giles; 
la. The grand priour of France. 

14. The grand priour of Cham- 
pagne. 

1 6. The grand priour of Rome. 

1 8. The grand priour of Venice. 

10. The grand priour of Barletto. 
zi. The grand priour of Capua. 

24. The grand priour of Crato of 
Portugal. 

z6. The grand priour of Navarre. 
28. The grand priour of Ireland. 

29. The 


1. The bilhop. , 

3. The great commander. 

5. The holpitaller. 

7. The great confervator. 

9. The great chancellour. 

1 1 . The grand priour of Auvergne. 
13. The grand priour of Aqui- 
taine. 

ly. The grand priour of Touloule. 
z 7. The grand priour of Lombardy. 
19. The grand priour of Pila. 
zi. The grand priour of Melfiua. 
23. The callellon of Empofta, or 
the grand priour of Arragon. 
zf. The grand priour of England. 
27. The grand priour of Germany. 
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The grandpriour of Bohemia, go. The grand priour of Hungary. 
31. The bailiff of St. Euphemia. 31. The grand priour of Catalonia. 
3j. The bailiff of Negrepont. 34. The bailiff of the Morea. 

35. The bailiff of Venufia. 36. The bailiff of St. Stephens. 

37. The bailiff of Majorca. 38. The bailiffof St. John of Naples. 

39. The bailiffof Lyons. 40. The bailiff of ManoKjue. 

41. The bailiff of Brandenburg. 42. The bailiffof Cafpa. 

43. The bailiff of Lora. 44. Tlfc bailiff of Aquila. 

45’. The bailiff of Lango and Leza. 46. The bailiff of St. Sepulchre. 

47. The bailiffof Cremona. 48. The great treafiirer. 

49. The bailliff of Nenvillas. yo. The bailiff of Acre. 

51. The bailiff of la Roccella. ji. The bailiff of Armenia. 

53. The bailiff of Carloftad. 54. The bailiff of St. sebaftian. 

The fecond day of the affembly of the chapter* the members chufe 
by plurality of voices three commanders of three different languages or 
nations, to examine the proxies of fitch as reprdent the languages and 
priories, or are deputed by the priours and bailiffs that are abfent. When 
their powers have been examined and found good, they are admitted 
to give their votes ; but if they are not drawn in due form, they are 
excluded the affembly. When the number of the members is fettled, 
every one of them in his turn, according to his own rank and chat of 
his language, prefents a purfe with five pieces of money, as a mark of 
his perfe& renounciation of all property.’ The marfhal of the order* 
from the fame principle, lays down the great ftandard, as do likewife 
the great officers, rhe marks of their refjpe&ive dignities, which they 
do not refume till after a new grant from the chapter is firft obtained. 
This cuftom has been pra&ifea from time immemorial in the order, 
and cannot be too highly efteemed, provided it be not degenerated in- 
to meer ceremony. 

They appoint at the fame time threfe commiffioners of three diffe- 
rent nations to receive petitions, which are ufually preferred during the 
three firft days, and afterwards are either difpatched or rejected by the 
general chapter : but as the members that compofe it are very nume- 
rous, and by that means it would take np too much time to examiue 
every particular flffafr, they therefore refer the confideration and deci- 
fion of them to a committee of fixteen of their members who are all 
commanders. 

The feven languages chufe each of them two by a plurality of 
voices, and the chapter chufe two more to reprefeat the language of 
England. Thefe fixteen commiffioners being thus eledted, take an oath 
before the grand mafter, who with the reft Of the members of the 
chapter, make a reciprocal promife upon oath to accept and ratify all 
that ffudl be refblved on and determined by the fixteen. 

The committee withdraws to confider of the matters reprefeo- 
ted in thefe petitions to the chapter. Bat for fear left thefe fix- 
teen commanders fhould not be acquainted With the true interefts of 
/ the order, and perhaps left they fhould come to r dotations contrary to 
thole of the grand mafter, his procuratour, the vice-chaacellonr, and 
the fecretary of die treafury are admitted into this particular affembly, 
but without any right of voting. The fixteen alone regqlate, ordain, 
and judge abfblutely, and without appeal all matters which the: chapter 
1 refers 
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refers to their determination : and as. thefe great aflemblies are not to 
continue fitting above a fortnight, if there happen to be any affairs left 
which they had not time to terminate, they refer them to a new com- 
mittee, which is called the council of refervations. 

Besides this provifional and tranfient council, there are always, in 
default of a general chapter, four (landing councils at Malta, viz. the 
Ordinary, the complear, the fecret, and the criminal councils. 

The ordinary council is compofed of the grand mader, the con- 
ventual bailiffj ail the great erodes that are at Malta, the procurators 
of the languages, and the mod antient knight for that of England. In 
this council they decide all difputes that arife about receptions, penfi- 
ons, commanderies, dignities, and other matters relating to bulls granted 
by the order. 

The compleat council differs from the ordinary council , only by 
the addition of two ancient knights for each language^ who before they 
can have a (eat in it, mud have redded at lead dve years in the con- 
vent. Appeals lie to this compleat council from the fentences of the 
ordinary, as well as of the criminal council. ’Tis not long dnee they 
introduced a cudom of appealing to Rome, whither in default of a ge- 
neral chapter all affairs are infenfibly carried. From the court of Rome 
come all difpenfations, knights of minority, knights by courtefy, bai- 
liffs and great erodes by courtefy : and there is jud reafon to apprehend 
that their lavifli bedowing courtedes on particular perfons,will at length 
ruin the whole body of the order. 

In the (ecret council, affairs of date, and all fudden and extraordi- 
nary cafes that require an immediate conddcration are treated. When 
any weighty complaint is made againd a knight or any other religious, 
*tis laid before, and debated in, the criminal council. The grand mader 
or his lieutenant preddes in all thefe councils, and he only has a right 
of propodng any matter for them to debate on. When they come to 
vote in any cafe, he has two ballots, and when the voices are equal, 
*tis his that weighs down the feale. 

There is dill another council, which is commonly called the 
chamber of the treafury, of which the great commander, chief of the 
language of provence by virtue of his office, is preddent. To defray 
the immenfe expences, which the order is obliged to be at, they raile 
funds out of the refpondons due from the priories, bailywicks and 
commanderies, and from the paflage fees, mortuaries, and vacancies. A 
mortuary is the revenue of a commandery for the remaining part of the 
year, from the day of the commander’s deceafe to the nrd of May 
next enfuing, and they call the vacancy the revenue of the whole year, 
which begins at the faid fird of May, and ends on the fame day of the 
year following. The prizes which they take from the inddels, are alfo 
reckoned among the cafual revenues of the order. All thefe (everal 
funds are under the dire&ion of the chamber of the treafury, which 
cannot meet without the great commander or his lieutenant ; and if the 
great commander or his lieutenant are not fatisfied with the debates ia 
this court, they need only withdraw out of the chamber, and the (ef- 
fion is immediately djffolved. 

The great commander has two procurators of the treafury for his 
collegues, who were always chofe out of the great erodes. The grand 
mader and council change them every two years, but not both at once, 

that 
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that there may be always one left who is acquainted with the affairs 
and interefts of the order. The grand mafter, in confideration of the in- 
tereft he has in the juft and exa<ft adminiftration of the revenues of the 
order, has a procuratour in this chamber, who has a right of voting 
in it ; and whenever he names him, he notifies it to the council. 

This procuratour, on account of the dignity of the perfon he re- 
prefents, has his place in this council before the conventual conferva- 
tour and the auditor of accompts. The chamber has a power of giv- 
ing aftignments to the value of 500 crowns, but when a warrant is to 
be ifiued for a more confiderable fum, it muft be laid before the coun- 
cil, who order it to be palled in the chancery. 

The high treafurer, or his lieutenant, hath a right of aftifting at the 
accompts which are given to the common treafury. Antiently the trea- 
furer was reckoned among the conventual bailiffs, and had the cheft of 
the order in his keeping. But this fun&ion having been fince afligned 
to the conventual confervatour , and the bailiwick annexed to the lan- 
guage of Germany, the port of high treafurer is at prefect no more 
than a capitulary bailywick appropriated to the language of France. 

Each language names every two years a knight to be auditor of 
the accompts ; but they muft be confirmed by the ordinary council, 
where they take rake the oath for their office. They take their places 
according to the rank of the languages they reprefent : Their bufinefs 
is to go to the chamber as often as they are fummoned to be prefent, 
when accompts are given in by the receivers, and all fuch perfbns as 
are concerned in the adminiftration of the pofleffions of the order. 

In treating of the conventual bailiffs we had occafion to lpeak of the 
great confervator. Antiently his office continued from one general 
chapter to another ; but fince the time that thofe affemblies appeared 
to be fiippreffed, the compleat council changes him every three years : 
He is taken out of all the languages by turns : His functions ceafe at 
the aflembly of a general chapter, and are fufpended during the vacan- 
cy of the mafterfhip. 

The poft of fecretary of the treafury is an office in which a vaft 
deal of bufinefs is tranfa&ed ; ’tis he who makes up and balances the 
accompts in the prefence of the two auditors. He gives out and pays 
all bills of exchange, and as all the affairs of the treafury pafs through 
his hands, they fcarce ever change him but for very urgent reafons. 

Before the conventual and capitulary dignities were divided a- 
mongft the languages, the general chapters, difpofed of them in favour 
of perfbns of the greateft merit in the order , without regarding what 
nation they were of. But ever fince the year 1466, they have been 
appropriated to particular languages : And the pilliers or conventual 
bailiffs above-mentioned, when they are not filled up, have a right of 
demanding the firft dignities that become vacant : Thus in the language 
of provence, the great commander may demand, either the grand pri- 
ory of St. Giles, or the grand priory of Touloufe, or the Bailywick of 
Manofque. In the language of Auvergne, the great marfhal has a right 
to the grand priory of that name, or to the bailywick of Lyons : but 
when he is once poffeffed of one of thefe dignities, he has no option 
with regard to any other. Notwithftanding that in the language of 
France, the commanderies in its dependance are annexed to particular 
priories, neverthelefs the high dignities appropriated to that language 
VoL II. * L 1 arc 
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are comnton to all the knights of the three priories of the lame lan- 
guage. So that independant from the priories, ’tis feniority alone that 
decides between the knights of the language of France, with refpetft to 
the grand priories of France, Aquitain and Champaign ; of the baily- 
wick of the Morea, the refidence of which is fixed at Paris at St. John 
of Lateran ; and of the poft of rreafurer, which is united to the priory 
of Corbeil. 

In the language of Italy, the dignities and commanderies are in com- 
mon. In the language of Arragon, which is compofed of the knights 
of that kingdom of Catalonia and of Navarre , if the great conferva- 
tor is an arragonian or valentian , he has a right to the Caftellany of 
Empofta, otherwife called the grand priory of Arragon. 

T h e bailywick of Majorca is common between the knights of Ma- 
jorca and Catalonia : And the bailywick of Capfa is common to thofe 
of Arragon and Valentia : They remove from this bailywick to the 
Caftellany of Empofta. 

The bailywick of Negrepont which at prefont is “ in partibus” and 
in the hands of the turks, is annexed alternately to the languages of 
Arragon and Caftile .* Any one may refign it to take the inn, and they 
may likewifo quit the inn by making their option of the fame baily- 
wick. 

The dignity of grand bailiff is common between the knights of 
Germany, and thole of the kingdom of Bohemia. It gives a right to 
the grand priory of Germany, a poft of greater antiquity in the order 
than that of grand bailiff 

The chancellour may be made grand priour of Caftile, who when 
he is inverted with that dignity , becomes a grandee of Spain. The 
grand priory of Crato is in Portugal , but the great chancellour cannot 
make it his option for fear of engaging in a difpute with the King 
of Portugal, who pretends that the advowlon of that dignity belongs 
to his crown. 

The grand priory of Hungary might anciently have been challen- 
ged by the great commander, pillier of the language of Provence, and 
the fame right was afterwards conveyed to the admiral, who is pillier of 
the language of Italy. But at prefent that dignity, by the abdication 
which the italians made in 1603, is fallen to the language of Germany, 
and is common to the knights of that nation and thofe of Bohemia. 
Notwithftanding that the laft Emperours of Germany have recovered 
the beft part of Hungary from the infidels , neverthelefs the order has 
not been able to recover the poftertion of their priories and comman- 
deries in that kingdom, although cardinal Colonitz, an old knight of 
Malta took the utmoft pains in that affair. The commanderies of Da- 
cia depending on the grand priory of Hungary are entirely loft. 

Although the provinces of Tranfilvania, Walachia, and Molda- 
via, compofed formerly the ancient Dacia ; neverthelefs in the order 
of St. John, this name of Dacia, in the language of the middle age, 
was given to the kingdoms of Denmark, Sweden, and Norway. We 
have feen in the preceeding hiftory, that the grand mafter Dieu-donne 
de Gozon wrote, during his adminiftration, into thefe provinces to ob- 
lige them to remit their refponfionS, and that in 1464 they font vifi- 
tors thither to take care that the regular and military difoipline fhould 
be obforved in thofo places. 

ARTI- 
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ARTICLE V. 

Of the offices and employments in the order. 

T H E grand mailer has a right to chufe himfelf a lieutenant, who^ 
when he has named him, notifies it to the council* but without 
having any need of their 'confent and approbation. He likewife names 
the fenelchal of his Houlhold, and when the perlon who is invelted 
with it, has a brief from the pope, he enjoys his office for life. 

The vicechancellour prefented by the great chancellour, > named by the 
The lecretary of the trealury named by the grand mailer, i full council 
The mailer Equerry named by the great marlhal. " \ for life. 

The grand mailer names the following officers. 

Le cavalerizze, or mailer of the horfe. 

The receiver of the grand mailer's revenues. 

The mailer of the houlhold. 

The grand mailer’s procurator in the trealury. 

The great chamberlain. 

The deputy mailer of the houlhold. 

Le lous cavalerizze, or firll gentleman of the horfe. 

The falconer. 

The captain of the guards. 

Three auditors. 

The almoner and four chaplains. 

Four chamberlains. 

Four fecretaries for the latin, french, italian, and fpanilh languages. 

The lecretary or intendant of the revenues of the principality. 

The credencier or clerk of the kitchin. 

The garde-manger, or keeper of the pantry. 

The keeper of the wardrobe. 

Councellours of the compleat council. 

Fourteen councellours taken out of the 

of the accompts of the 

liiry. 

Two procurators of the trealury, great erodes, named by the grand 
matter and approved by the council. 

The conventual confervator who has been already mentioned when we 
treated of the conventual bailiffs. 

Comptroller of the confervator, in the nomination of the grand mailer 
and council. 

Callellan of the callellany : this office is entered upon the full day of 
May and continues for two years. 

Two procurators of the prifoners, of the poor, of widows and orphans \ 
the one a knight, and the other a prieft who is chaplain or brother 
of obedience. » 

The 


languages. 
Seven auditors 


feven' 


trea-> 


named by the lai^guages 
and approved by the 
council. 
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The prote&or of the monaftery of St. Urfula, 
a prad’hommes or comptrollers of the church, 

3 commiflioners of the poor beggars, 
a ditto of the alms, 

a ditto of the Tick poor women, 
a prote&ors of the catechumens and the new con- 
verts, 

3 commiflioners of the redemption, in the choice 
of the grand matter. 


a great crofs. 
f a great crois 
and a knight, 
great crofles. 
c i great crois, 

^ i knight. 

knights, 
f i great crofs, 
\ i knight, 
f i great crois, 
\ x knights. 


U U1MM.V1 j V. U 

, _ „ , . c la knight of the language of France, in 

The overfeer of the infirmary,^ the prefentation of the great hofpitaller 

The priour and ftbpriour of the infiro p re f en tcd by the great hof- 

m dvr. 


pitaler and approved by the 
grand matter and council. 


mary, 

The feribe, 

The Armoiner or prefs-keeper. 
x prud’hommes or comptrolO two knights named by the grand mai- 
lers of the infirmary, J ter and approved by the council. 

4 commiflaries of war [4 great crofles of the four nations, viz. France, 
and fortifications, J Spain, Italy, and Germany. 

4 ditto of the congregation of the gallies. ^ knights of the 

x ditto for regulating the caravans. 


4 ditto of the naval armaments, 

A prefident and four commiflioners of the congre- 
gation of the {hips of the four nations, 

x commiflioners of the cheft of the flags, 

3 ditto of the novices of different nations. 


4 nations. 

2 great crofles. 
C3 great crofles 
/ and 1 knight. 

( i great crofs, 
and 4 knights. 

{ 1 great crofs, 
t knight. 

Ci great crofs, 
^ x knights. 
x knights, 
knights. 


x ditto of the prizes, 

x ditto of the prifon ofthe flaves, p — 

The governour of the pri-fa ferving brother in the nomination of the 
fon of the flaves, \ grand matter. 

2 Commiflioners ofthe mint, x great crofles. 

4 ditto of the gentry, 4 knights of the four nations. 

3 ditto of agreements, 3 knights. 

C 1 knight, in the preientation of 
The governour of the magazines, £ the gteat commander. 

. _ «« 


V— w 

prud’hommes or comptrollers oK ^ 
the (lores, Z 


2 commiflioners of the houfes, 
x ditto of health, 

The commander of the artillery, 
2 comptrollers of the artillery, 
x commiflaries of the loldicrs. 


x knights. 

( 2 knights, but when there is any 
< fulpicion of infe&ion, they join 
C 4 great crofles with them. 

( i knight, in the nomination of 
the great commander. 
x knights. 

( x knights, named by the grand 
, matter. 
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rr . 7 He is generally a brother of obe- 

The fifcal, or attorney ; £ dien«. 1 

ia ferving brother, named by the 
The deputy-mafter-equerry, > grand mailer, who notifies his 

> nomination to the council. 


The porter of la Valette, 

The governour of the arfenal. 
The comptroller of the arlenal. 


} a ferving brother in the grand 
mailer’s nomination, 
a knight in the nomination of the 
J great commander. 


The comptroller of the arfenal, p k £' j ,he P refenKtion of ** 

The vellry-keeper, ^ 

The candle-keeper of the church/ brother chaplains in the nomina- 
of St. John, C tion of the great commander. 

The belfrey-keeper, J 

j He chufes the captain of the admi- 
The general of the gallies : > ral-galley, and prefents him to 

S the council. 

As many captains and mailers as there are gallies. 

The reveditor or infpe&or of the gallies. 

The commodore of the Ihips. 

As many captains as there are Ihips, and feveral fubaltern officers. 

The proveditor or overfeer of the Ihips. 

The Governours. 

Of Goza, l 

St. Angelo, I 

St. Elmo, l In the nomination of 

Ricaloli, | the grand mailer. 

The Town, 

The ifle de la Sangle. . 

The captain of la Valette, T 

The feven captains of the hamlets or villages ( In the grand mailer’s 
of the country, Q nomination. 

The captain of the grove, a ferving brother. J 

The three judges of appeals, O LawyerS ^ do <2ors of laws 
of criminal cafes, V n / med by the counci i. 
of civil cauics* j 

OUT OF THE CONVENT. 

Three embafladours in ordinary of the order. 

M. the baililfbaron -j 
of Schaden em-(.,n ftmA 
balladour to thef 
pope _> 

bailiff of ~p The embafladours of France and 

Dieftrinclen em-C Vienna. Spain are always great crofles. 
balladour to thef ,-e 


emperour J 

The bailiff de Melo 

mes embafladour/ . p , 
to the king 0 f? AC ™ s - 
France J 

The bailiff d’Avila -> 

cmbafladour to> At Madrid, 
the king of Spaing 


The embafladours of France and 
Spain are always great crofles. 
t The embafladour of Rome is often 
a little crols, their employment 
lafls for three years, but it is fre- 
quently continued to them longer. 
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I n all the priories of the order there are receivers whom the treafury 
prefents to the council : their office is granted them for three years, but 
they fometimes continue them, and they may be great croffes. 

There are likewife in all the priories feveral procurators in the 
prefentation of the treafury, whole employments alfo lafl for three 
years. 

The money is coined with the imprefs and arms of the reigning 
grand mailer. 

The grand mailer don Raimond Percllos de Rocafull was the firfl 
that ever had guards : the company confills of 150 men, and they 
mount the guard at the palace and the two gates of the city of la Va- 
lette. 

The grand mailer is to be deemed the firll patron general of all thole 
offices above mentioned, for which we have not affigned any particular 
patron : but he is obliged to propole his nomination to the council who 
have a power either to allow or rejeH it. 

Such are the dignities and offices of this order, the firfl of which is 
that of the grand mailer, the highefl honour to which a knight of jullice 
can arrive : and for the better underllanding thereof, we fhall now ex- 
plain the form obferved in his eiedion, his titles, his rights, his prero- 
gatives, and from whence his forces and revenues arife. 

ARTICLE VI. 

Of the election of the grand mailer. 

A S loon as the grand mailer is dead, the council breaks his foal ; and 
that the order may not be left without an head, they chufo a lieu- 
tenant of the maflerfhip, who, in concert with the council, prefixes in 
the adminillration, but never makes any grant, or offers to touch the 
revenue of the grand mallerfhip. 

\ The focond day they lay the corps of the deceafod in Hate in the 
great hall of the palace on a catafalco, or fcaffold, with a compleat fiiit of 
armour on his right hand, lying upon a table covered with a carpet of 
black cloth. They bury him in the evening with the proper folemni- 
ties ; the function of the conventual confervator is lufpended during the 
vacancy of the mallerfhip. The fame day they appoint three knights 
of different nations, to receive what is due to the treafury from the re- 
ligious that pretend to give their votes in the ele&ion. They then 
draw up a lift of all who have a right to vote in it, and fix it up pub- 
lickly at the door of the church of St. John : they likewife fix up the 
names of all fitch as lofe their right of voting for that time, by their be- 
ing in debt to the treafury. 

I n the ele&ion of the doge of Venice, all the nobles above 30 years 
of age meet in the palace of St. Mark, and put as many balls into an 
urn as there are gentlemen prefont, thirty of which are guilt : the gen- 
tlemen to whole lot they fall, put, in prefence of all the Hate, nine of 
the gilded ones amonll 14 white ones, and the nine gentlemen who hap- 
pen to draw them, deli forty others, all of different families, but who 
are allowed to name themfelves in the number. Thefe 4c are again 
by lot reduced to n; thofe lx ele& xf ; the firll naming three, and 
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the two others two each. Thefe if drawing lots again like the former, 
are reduced to nine, who name 45, which is five each : the 45 call lots 
again and are reduced to 11, who at laflr ele<ft 41, who are the final 
ele&ors of the doge, when they are confirmed by the great council ; for 
if they are not, they mud begin anew till they come again to another 41. 

A man, to entitle him to have a vote in the ele&ion of grand 
mailer, mull have been received of jullice into the order ; mull be at 
leaft 18 years of age ; mull have refided three years in the convent ; 
have made three caravans, and not owe at moll above ten crowns to 
the publick treafury. Notwithllanding that the brother chaplains, pro- 
vided they are priells, and the ferving brothers of arms are allowed to 
give their votes in the feveral languages into which they have been ad- 
mitted, they yet have no manner of lhare in the government afterwalds. 
Such of the malteze as have been received into any of the languages 
by virtue of a particular difpenlation of the popes, are not allowed to 
give their votes in the ele&ion, much lels to be competitors for it : the 
realon of which general exclufion is in ail probability to prevent any 
temptation which a malteze grand mailer might poflibly be under of 
perpetuating the fbvereignty of Malta among his own countrymen. 

The third day after the grand mailer’s deceafe is always fixed for 
the proceeding to the election of his lucceflour, and they never defer a 
choice of fitch importance to a longer time, not only to Hop all can- 
v allings and cabals, but alio to prevent certain pretenfions of the court 
of Rome, where it is a maxim, that fo long as the vacancy is not filled 
up, the pope has a right of prevention to nominate the grand mailer ; 
fo that the third day all the convent alTemble together after having 
heard a mals of the Holy Ghoft in the church of St. John. The leven 
languages which compote the order retire every one into their relpe&ive 
chapels, except that which the lieutenant of the mallerlhip is of, which 
takes its place in the nave of the church. Thefe feven languages are each of 
them to chufe out of their refpe&ive knights, three electors, to whom 
they give up all the right of ele&ion : Thefe make in all one and twen- 
ty electors. 

The religious being Ihut up in their chapel, write in their turns, and 
according to their teniority, the name of the knight of their language 
whom they chute to be the firll of the three electors they are to name. 
And in order to afcertain their election, they are obliged to put their 
own name at the bottom of their ticket, and then teal it with the leal 
of the language. 

When all the voters of a language have given their votes in this 
manner, the procurators of the language take all the billets, and count- 
ing them over in the pretence of all the language, they examine whe- 
ther their number agrees exa&ly with that of the votes ; for if it were 
to differ they would burn them immediately , and vote afreih till the 
number of tickets tallied exactly with the number of religious who have 
a right to give their votes. 

But if every thing appears in due order, the procurators with the 
mod ancient of the language, open the tickets on the fide on which the 
name of the knight is written , whom they chule for their firft ele&or. 
After which they count the votes given in favour of the other knights 
who were competitors in the fame ele&ion, and if none of them have 
a clear quarter part of the ballots of his language, they mull begin to 

vote 
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Vote again afrefh, till fuch time as one knight has a clear quarter part of the 
votes ; and then he takes the oath required by the ftatutes before the 
lieutenant of the mafterlhip, and goes into the Conclave : After this all 
the voters begin to ballot again for chufing the two other electors , 
who like the firft carry it by plurality of voices ; but the three eledors 
are generally named at the very firft balloting. 

By a clear quarter part of the votes in a language, is meant a num- 
ber which cannot be found four times among thole who compofe the 
language : So the clear quarter part of nine is three, of thirteen four, of 
feventeen five, &c. If it happens that there is an equality of votes as 
well as a clear quarter part, the fenior carries it, and the three perfons 
elected go up to the Conclave where they themfelves ad as eledors. 

Every language chufes afterwards another knight to reprefent Eng- 
land by plurality of voices, and but of thefe feven knights three are 
chofe by plurality of votes to enter the Conclave and reprefent the 
language of England. Thefe three new eledors muft be chofe out of 
three different nations. It muft be obferved, that if the lieutenant of 
the mafterfhip fhould be named for one of the three eledors whom his 
language is to chufe, the council of ftate would immediately put ano- 
ther in his place, in order that the government might not be left a mo- 
ment without a chief and a luperiour. 

When the three eledors of each language are aflembled in the 
Conclave to the number of twenty one, and are joined by the three 
eledors for the language of England, making in all four and twenty 
knights of juftice or great croffes, though indeed the bilhop of Malta 
and the priour of the church may be of the number, their dignities be- 
ing a diipenfaticn for their default of birth. Thefe four and twenty- 
taking an oath before the lieutenant of the mafterfhip, afterwards chule 
the prefident of the eledion, whofe nomination abolilhes the office of 
lieutenant of the mafterfhip. After this they proceed to the choice of 
the triumvirate, i. e. of a knight, a chaplain who is a prieft and a fer- 
ving brother, to whom the firft 24 eledors deliver up the power of 
eleding, when they retire out of the Conclave. 

This triumvirate having taken their oaths retire into the cham- 
ber of the Conclave, and proceed among themfelves to the choice of 
a fourth eledor : when this fourth is joined with them, thefe four new 
eledors chufe a fifth, and fo on till they have chofe to the number of 
thirteen, which with the three firft, who were named by the 14, make 
up the number of 16 eledors, two for every language, including that 
of England. In the nomination of the firft eight, including the trium- 
virate in the number, they have no regard to the prehemincnce of the 
languages ; but in the nomination of the other half, they always ob- 
ferve the rank which the languages have in refped of one another ; fo 
the fixth of this fecond half, which is the 14th in the order of the 16, is 
that taken out of any language they pleafe to reprefent England. 

If the triumvirate do not in an hour’s time agree in the eledion of 
the fourth eledor above-mentioned, they are each of them obliged to 
name one, and the 14 firft eledors ballot for them in the veftry, where 
they make their ferutiny on this occafion ; and he of the three na- 
med by the triumvirate, who has the moft votes among the 14, carries 
it ; but if they all chance to have an equal number of voices, the feni- 
or of the three would be preferred. The 13, according as they are 

called 
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THE KNIGHTS OF MALTA, 
called, take each the ufual oath, before the prefident of the election, be- 
fore they join the triumvirate • and when they are all together, they bal- 
lot among themfelves for one or more perfons ; he who has a majority 
of votes, is made grand mailer. In cafe of an equal divifion among 
the 1 6 electors, the vote of the knight of the election carries it, and 
turns the lcale. As odd as this form of election may feem, the knights 
had reafon enough to eltablilh it in that manner ; for thefe different 
changes of elector break all the mealures private men might take, and 
when all depends upon the choice of perfons who owe their power to 
the favour of fortune, all artifices and intrigues prove ineffectual : be- 
sides, this is a means in this noble republick to pleafe almolt every 
particular perlbn in it, by the ihare which they flatter themfelves they 
have had in the election of the grand mailer. 

The balloting being over, the triumvirate leave the thirteen who 
had been concerned with them in the election, and going up to the 
rails of the gallery which is over the great gate, the knight of the elec- 
tion, having the chaplain on his right, and the ferving brother on his 
left, demands three times of the religious aflembled in the church, If 
they are difpofed to ratify the election they have juft made of a grand 
mailer ; and when all the aflembly has anfwered that they approve their 
choice^ the knight of the election proclaims him aloud, and the new 
grand mailer, if he is prefent, goes and feats himfelf under the canopy. 
He firft takes the oath which is adminiflered to him by the priour of 
the church, and alter Te Deum has been limg by way of thankfgiving, 
he receives the homage of i^l the religious, and is carried from thence 
in triumph to the palace. The day of the election, the treafury, in 
order to lave the houfe of the malterlhip from being plundered, diftri- 
bute three crowns to each religious, both novices as well as thofe who 
are profefled. And a day or two after the election, the foil or com- 
pleat council puts the new grand mailer in pofieffion of the lovereignty 
of the illes of Malta and Goza: lb that by his new dignity, he reunites 
in his perlbn a military and regular foperiority over all the religious of 
his order, and at the lame time a lovereignty and all manner of royal 
rights over the laity who are his lubjeCts. But how lawful foever this 
fovereign authority may be, it has neverthelels, ever fince the fettling 
of the inquifition in Malta, been incroached upon by the pretenfions 
of the inquifitours. Formerly the lupreme council of the order had 
the foie cognizance of every thing relating to faith and religion. But 
during the mallerfhip of the grand mailer de la Caffiere, the bifhops 
Cubellet and Royas Wing lucceffively got orders from Rome, that the 
cognizance thereof Ihould be referred to them, the order being incen- 
fed at thefe proceedings, by way of revenge applied to pope Gregory 
XIII, and prevailed with him to fend an inquifitour to Malta to take 
away that jurifdiCtion from the bilhop. *Tis true indeed that the coun- 
cil of the order, for the prefervation of their authority, infilled with his 
holinels, that the officer of the court of Rome Ihould not proceed in 
any cafe but in concert with the grand mailer, the bilhop, the priour 
of the church, and the vice-chancellour of the order : lb that the au- 
thority of this tribunal was divided between the inquifitour and the 
principal officers of the order. 

Vol. II. * N n Bur 


141 


Digitized by wooQie 



Tttfi H IS T 6 R Y OF 

r r - - * 

But this wife and prudent temperament did not fubfift long, fbt 
the inquifitours, from a kind of emulation fo common among them* 
took in other afleflors in order to make themfelves abfolute matters ini 
their tribunal, though (till under pretence of maintaining the authority 
of the holy fee ; and not content with this ftep, they took another 
which is fcarce to be parallelled : they created fo prodigious a number 
of what they call the Familiars of the holy office; that they have form- 
ed with this let of people a new government as it were, and a body of 
lubje<fts, who, by virtue of certain patents of the inquifition, pretend to 
exempt themfelves from the fovereign authority of the order. Thefe fub- 
je&s of the order, who may very well be treated as rebels, make up two 
thirds of the inhabitants of the ifland ; fo that all who have either money 
or credit with the inquifitour, pretend that they, by virtue of his protec- 
tion and patents, are not obliged to take arms upon the grand mailer’s 
orders to repulfe the infidels when they make defeents upon the ifland. 
The fecret views of the inquifitours are in all probability thefe; they 
iuppofe that after they have robbed the grand matter of his natural fob* 
je&s, they may afterwards reduce him by infenfible degrees to the mi- 
ferable Condition of being their inferiour. And in a memorial prefented 
by the language of France to king Lewis the XIVth, of glorious me- 
mory, we fee that the inquifitours of that time, forgetting the refped 
due to the chara&er of a fovereign, had the boldnefs to pretend to 
oblige the grand matter to flop his coach when they fhould meet him 
in the ftreet with theirs. After this, nothing was wanting to compleac 
the ambitious projects of the inquifitour, but to feize on the revenues 
annexed to the dignity of grand matter* both thofe which arofc from 
the principality of the iflandS, as well as thofe that belonged to him by 
virtue of the grand mafterfhip. 

The revenues of the principality confift in the rights of the admi- 
ralty, at the rate of ten per cent, upon all prizes, and comprehend like- 
wife the cuftoms, afleflments, impofts, lands of the Demefne, farms; 
houfes, gardens, duties on alienation and purchafing of lands, fines and 
confifcations. 

The revenues of the matterfhip confift firft of fix thoufand crowns, 
which the treafury pays him every year for his table, two hundred 
crowns for keeping his palace and country-houfe in repair; a very 
fcanty fum indeed with regard to his dignity, but which fhews the 
frugality and temperance of the age when this regulation was made. 
Secondly, the grand matter has a year’s revenue of all the commande- 
ries of courtefy, which he difpofes of every five years in each priory : 
and he has likewife in every priory the perpetual enjoyment of one 
commandery, which is called the Magiftral Chamber, bccaufe it is an- 
nexed to the matterfhip. He may, in cafe he thinks proper, have them 
managed in his own name, or otherwife he may give them to any 
knights who have deferved well of the order by their fcrvices : and 
when the grand matter beftows one of thefe magiftral commanderics 
upon a knight, he may, befides two annates, or the revenues of two 
years Which he receives out of it, referve likewife a penfion to himfelf: 
but the knight who is gratified with this commandery, in confidera- 
tion of thefe clogs upon it, is difpenfed from paying any mortuary o t 
Vacancy to to the order. 

The 
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. The grand matters have frequently fhips out a cruifing, aod have 
themfelves all the profits that arife from the prizes they take : they 
likewife* in conjunction with the council* give leave to fuch knights as 
are able* to fit out vettels againft the turks and cruife with the m af- 
ter’s flag : but as for traffick and merchandize, that kind of venal pro- 
jfit is forbid by the ttatutes ; and befides* all commerce is odious to 
moft of the languages, who would think that a gain of that nature 
Would debale the nobility of their extraction. 


End of the diffcttation upon the government. 
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BOOK IX. 

PROOF p. 86. 

F RATER PHILIPPUS DE VILLIERS L’ISLE-ADAM, Sacrae 
Domus Hofpitalis Sandi Joannis Hierofolimitani Magnus Magifter hu- 
milis, pauperumque Jefu-Chrifti Cuftos, & nos Conventus Domus ejuf- 
dem, venerandis Religiofis, in Chrifto nobis prascariflimis, Fratri Hu- 
goni de Copons noftri Conventus Draperio, noftrarumque triremium Capitaneo, 
&Joanni Boniface bajuliyatus noftri Manuafcas bajulivo, ac noftri Orainis re- 
ceptori generali s Salutem in Domino, & diligentiam in commilfis. Cum 
Csefarea & Catholica Majeftas fua munificentiS. nobis Religionique noftrae con- 
ceflerit privilegium, cujus tenor fequitur : talis eft, NOS CAROLUS QUIN- 
TUS, divina favente dementia Romanorum Imperator Temper Auguftus, 
Joanna ejus Mater, & idem Carolus Dei gratia Reges Caftellae, Aragonum, 
utriufque Siciliae, Hierufalem, Legionis, Navarrae, Granatae, Toleti, Valen- 
ti®, Galitise, Majoricarum, Hifpalis, Sardiniae, Cordubiae, Corfic®, Murficae, 
Giennis, Algargii, Algerini, Gibraltarris, Infularum Canariae, rtec non Infu- 
larum Indiarum & terrae firmae, maris Oceani, Archiduces Auftriae, Duces Bur- 
gundiae, & Bravantis, &c. Comites Barchionae, Flandriae, & Tiroli, &c. Do- 
mini Vifcaiae, & Molinae, &c. Duces Athenarum, & Neopatriae, co’mites 
Roftillionis & Ceritaniae, Marchionis Oriftaniae & Gociani; Cum pro reftau-' 
randis, & ftabiliendis Conventu, Ordine, & Religione Hofpitalis S. Joannis 
Hierofolymitani, & ut admodum ReverendiVenerabiles, & religiofi nobis plu- 
rimum diledi M. Magifter, Priores, Bajulivi, Praeceptores & milites didi Or- 
dinis, qui, amifia Rhodo Infula a Turcis longiffima & acerrima obfidione vio- 
lenter occupata, pluribus jam annis vagantes, firmam tandem fedem obtinere, 
& ea, quas ad ipfam Religionem pertinent, in Chriftianae Reipublicae benefi- 
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cium retorquere valeant, eorumque vires, & arma contra perfidos Chriftiande 
Religionis hoftes viriliter exercere ; devotione moti, ac pro eo animi affedtu, 
quo eidem Religioni devincimur, prjefatis Magno Magiftro,’ & Ordini fedem 
quietam, He ulterius per orbem vagari cogantur, ukro concedere decrevimus, 
tenore praefends chartae noftrse cundtis futuris temporibus firmiter valiturae, 
de.certa fcienna, Regiaque automate noftra, & confulto, ac motu proprio per 
Nos, & noftros Jhreredes, & Regnis fucceflbres quofcumque praedidto admodunV 
Rey. Magno Magiftro, Religioni & Ordini SandU Joannis Hierofolymitani in; 
feud.gjm perpetuu.m, jiobile, liberum & francujm, civitates, caftra, loca, & In- 
fulas noftras Tripolis, Melibeti, & Gaudifii cum otnnibus iplarum civitatum, 
caftrorum, locorum, & Infularum terricorib, iurididdonibus mero & mixto 
imperio, jure,. & proprietate utilis dominii, a <T gladii poteftate hominibus, & 
fceminis in eis, & earum terminis habitantibus, & habitaturis cujufcumque le- 
gis, ftatqs ^ condWiojyis exijfcaiv^ omnabuft^e alias juribus, & p^xtiaptiis, 
exempdoiyfeus, privilegiis, proventibus, aliifque immunitatibus cqncedlmuSi 
& liberaliter elargimur ; ita ut hujufmodi feudum deinceps teneant, & cognof- 
cant a nobis tanquam Regibus Siciliae ulterioris, & a fuccefforibus noffris in 
eodem Regno pro tempore regnantibus, fub cenfu dumtaxat unius Accipitris, 
feu Falconis quolibet anno in die fefti omnium Sandtorum praefentandi per per- 
fonarn, feu perfonas ad id fufficienti mandato fuffultas in manibus Vice Regis, 
feu Praefidends, qui tunc temporis ipfius Regni adminiftrationem, & regimen 
obdnebie in fignura verae recognitionis didd feudi; & eo cenfu mediante im- 
munes, ac ejcempti remaneant a quocumque alio meliori fervitio de jure de- 
bito, & per vafiallos praeftari folito. Cujus tamen feudi inveftitura in omnem 
cafum novas fucceftionis renovari, & expediri debeat juxta juris communis dif- 
pofitionem, teneaturque ipfe Magnus Magifter qui pro tempore fuerit, pro fe, 
& univerfo Ordine praedidto in hujufmodi recognitione, & inveftitura jura- 
mentum praeftare, quod ex didtis civitatibus caftris, locis, & infulis non patien- 
tur, nec permittent fieri damnum, aut praejudicium, vel offenfam, nobis, Sta- 
tuique, Regnis, Dominiis, & fubditis noftris, noftrorumque, ac in didtoReg- 
no fuccefTorum per mare, feu per terram, nec auxilium, feu favorem praefta- 
bunt, cuicumque bis damnum inferenti, feu inferre volenti, fed potius omni 
conatu idipfum avertere curabunt. Et fi quifpiam ex fubditis Regni Siciliae 
praedidti reus criminis capitalis, feu de delidtis hujufmodi inculpatus 1'e abfenta- 
verit, & in hujufmodi infulas, & loca infeudata confugerit, dum pro parte 
Viceregis, feu Praefidentis, vel Magiftri jufticiarii didti Regni pro tempore 
exiftentis requifiti fuerint, teneantur taliter confugientem, feu profugos expel- 
lere, ac inde penitus profligare, exceptis tamen illis, qui aut facrae Majeftatis, 
aut haerefis rei decernentur, quos non ejicere, fed ad omnem ipfius Viceregis, 
aut Locum tencntis requifitionem capere, & captivos eidem Viceregi, feu Prae- 
fidenti remittere teneantur. Praeterea, quod jus patronatus epifcopatus Meli- 
betani remaneat, prout eft, difpofitioni, & praefentationi noftrae, ac fucceflo- 
rum noftrorum Regni praedidti Siciliae •, ita tamen quod port obitum Reverend. 
& diledti Confiliarii noftri Balthaflaris de Vualtkirkimperialis Vicecancellarii ad 
ipf.im Ecclefum noviflime per nos prsefentati, feu in quemcumque cafum alium 
vacationis deinceps fecuturum, didtus Magnus Magifter, & conventus didti Or- 
dinis habcant nominare Viceregi Siciliae tres perfonas ejufdem Ordinis, quarum 
una ialtem fit, & efle debeat ex fubditis noftris, noftrorum ut in didto Regno 
fucceflorum idoneas, & fufficientes ad ipfam Paftoralem Dignitatem exercen- 
dam •, ex quibus tribus fic nominandis Nos, noftrique fucceflbres in regno prae- 
didto, prsefentemus, & praefentent, ac praefentare debeamus, & debeant ad 
didtum epifcopatum, eum quern idoneum, feu idoniorem judicaverimus, aut 
judicaverint. Cui quidem praefentato fic ad didtum epifcopatum promoto te- 
neatur Magifter praedidtus magnam Crucem concedere, eumque ad concilium 
didti Ordinis cum Prioribus, & Bajulivis admittere. Item cum Admiratus didtae 
Religionis ex Lingua, & Natione Italica efle debeat, congruumque cenfeatur, 
ut is, qui ejus vices geret, dum abfentia, feu impedimenti locus occurrerit, fi 
aeque idoneus reperiatur ejufdem Linguae, & Nationis exiftat, habeatur dein- 
ceps ratio, ut data paritate idoneitatis is potius ad id munus eligi debeat, qui 
ejufdem Nationis & Linguae idoneus judicabitur, aut alias tabs fit qui officium 
fuum exerceat, nullique fufpedtus cenfeatur. Et quod de omnibus contends 
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in his tribus articulis praecedentibus fiant ftatuta, & ftabilimenta perpetua in 
dido Ordine juxtsi ftylum, & morem folitum cum debira fandiffimi Domini 
noftri, ac Sedis Apoftolicse approbatione, & audoritate; & quod didus Ma- 
gnus Magifter Ordinis praefati, qui nunc eft, & pro tempore fuerit, teneatur 
hujufmodi ftatutorum, feu ftabilimentorum obfervantiam folemniter jurare, & 
earn perpetuo, & inviolabiliter obfervare. Ulterius fi contigerit ipfam Reli- 
gionem recuperare Infulam Rhodum, & ea ratione, aut alia ex caufa ipfam Re- 
ligipnem ab hujufmodi Infulis, & locis infeudaris difcedere, & alibi manfio- 
nem, & fedem eorum ftabilire, non liceat ipfis hujufmodi infeudata in aliam 
quamvis perfonam quovis titulo fine expreflo mandato ipfius didi Dominii & 
feudalis transferre, feu alienare ; fed potius fi fine licentia & confenfu alienare 
praefumpferit, ad nos, noftrofque fucceflores pleno jure revertantur. Item quod 
tormenta, & machinae, quae in ipfis caftro, & civitate Tripolis nunc exiftunt, 
fub debita inventarii defcriptione ibidem jure commodati per triennium retineri 
poffint ad ipfius civitatis, & arcis cuftodiam, obligatione tamen valide acce- 
dente de hujufmodi tormentis & machinis reftituendis ipfo triennio lapfo, nifi 
id tempus ex noftra gratia, imminente forfan neceffitate, prorogandum vide- 
retur, quo tutius ipfius civitatis, & arcis defenfioni provided pofiit. Et de- 
mum verb quod munera, & gratiae temporales, five perpetuae particularibus 
perfonis in hujufmodi locis infeudatis fadae, quae ratione meritorum, aut alte- 
rius obligationis fuerint conceffie, cujufcumque qualitatis exiftant, quae juftb 
• non auferri poflent fine debita recompenfa, tamdiu firmae maneant, quoad dido 

Magno Magiftro, Conventuique vifum fuerit pro eis aequas, parefve pofleflbri- 
bus recompenfas dare, ut in hujufmodi recompense aellimatione omnis contro- 
verfia, quae fuboriri pofiet, ac litigandi faftidium, & impenfa auferatur, ubi 
Magno Magiftro, Conventuique praedidis commodum vifum f lerit cuipiam 
recompenfam dare, eligantur duo judices, unus noftro nomine a Vicerege didi 
Regni Siciliae ulterioris tunc exiftente, alter ab ipfo Magno Magiftro, Con- 
ventuique, qui fummatim, & praecise perledis conceftionum priviiegiis utriuf- 
que partis rationibus, fine alia forma judicii, vcl proceftus definiant, quid in- 
ter utramque partem jure fieri conveniat : ac fi recompenfa danda eft, ltatuant 
qualis efife jure debeat. Quod fi forte duo judices diverfae, repugnantifque in- 
ter fe fententiae effent, ex utriufque partis confenfu aflumatur tertius judex, 
ac dum judicatur, inquiritur, & recompenfa ftatuitur, pofiefiores praedidi in 
gratiarum pofieflaone maneant, privilegiifque tamdiu fruantur, quoad fatis ip- 
fis fadum aeque fuerit. Sub qu bus quidem conditionibus fupra contentis, & 
defcriptis, & non aliter, nec alias, praemifia omnia, & fingula praefatis Magno 
Magiftro, & Conventui in pheudum praedidum, ut praemittitur, concedentes, 
ficut-melius, plenius, & utilius dici poteft, & fcribi ad illorum commodum 
& falvamentum, bonumque l'anum & favorabilem intelledum, eademindidi 
Magni Magiftri, Conventus, & Religionis jus, dominium utile & poflfe mitti- 
mus atque transferimus. Irrevocabiliter pleno jure ad habendum, tenendum, 
dominandum, omnimodam jurifdidionem exercendum, perpetuoque, ac pa- 
cificc poftidendum, & ex caufa hujufmodi concefiionis, & alias pro ut melius, 
plenius, & firmius de jure valere poterit & tenere, damus, cedimus, & do- 
nam us dido Magno Magiftro, Conventui, & Religioni omnia jura, omnefque 
adiones reales & perfonales, alias quafcumque, quae nobis competunt, & com- 
petere poflunt, & debent in praedidis, quae illis in pheudum fub didis condi- 
tionibus concedimus, ut eft didum, & in aliis ratione, & occafione eorum- 
dem, quibus juribus & adionibus perpetuo uti poflinr, & experiri agendo, fci- 
licet defendendo, & alia omnia, & fingula faciendo, & libere exercendo in ju- 
dicio, & extra quaecumque, & quemadmodum nos facere pofiemus, nunc & 
etiam poftea quandocumque ; & ponentes didum Magnum Magiftrum, Con- 
ventum & Religionem in pradiftis omnibus , ft? fwgulis in locum , ft? vices nojlras 
conjlituimus eos veros Dominos , utiles, potentes a Bores, procuratores in rem 

fuam propriam ftullo jure, nullaque adione utili in praedidis, quae illis concedi- 
mus, praeter fuperius refervata, nobis aut curiae noftrae modo aliquo retentis, 
feu refervatis. Mandantes ferie cum praefenti eadem audoritate noftra univer- 
fis, &fingulis hominibus mafculis,& foeminis, cujufcumque legis, aut conditionis 
fuerint in didis infulis, civitatibus, terris, locis & caftris, eorumque territoriis 
habitantibus, & habitaturis quodam modo, didum Magnum Magiftrum, Con- 
ventumque, & Religionem Sandijoannis Hierofolimitani pro eorum Domino, 
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udli, & pheudali, ac vero poffeffore omnium prasdidtorum habeant, & repu- 
tenc, fuifque mandatis pareant, & obediant, pro ut boni, & fideles vaflalli 
eorum Dominis obedire tenentur. Nec non eidem Magno Magiftro, & Con- 
ventui faciant, & praeftent homagium, & fidelitatem, etiam juramentum in 
fimilibus praeftari folitum ; nos eciam nunc pro tunc poftquam illi juramenta, & 
homagia ipfa praefticerint, abfolvimus, & liberamus eos ao omni juramento, & 
homagio, quod nobis, noftrifve prasdecefibribus aut aliis perfonis nomine no- 
ftro fecerint, & praeftiterint, obligatique fuerint. Illuftrillimo propterea Phi- 
iippo Afturiarum, Gerundae, &c. filio primogenito, & nepoti noftro charifli- 
mo, ac pod felices, & longaevos dies noftros, in omnibus Regnis, & Dominiis 
noftris, Deo propitio, immediato haeredi, legitimoque fucceflori intentum ape- 
rientes noftrum fub paternae benedidtionis obtentu dicimus, illuftrilfimis qui- 
bufque Magiftris diledtis confdiariis, & fidelibus noftris, Proregi, & Capitaneo 
Generali noftro in didto ulteriori Siciliae Regno, Magiftro jufticiario, ejufquc 
in officio locum tenenti, Judicibus noftrae magnae Curiae, Magiftris rationabili- 
bus, Magiftro portulano, Magiftro fecreto, Thefaurario, & Confervatori no- 
ftri regii patrimonii, fifcique noftri patrono, Capitaneis arcium, praefedtis & 
cuftodibus, portulanis, portulanotis, fecretis, caeterifque.demum univerfis, & 
fingulis officialibus, & fubditis noftris in difto Regno ulterioris Siciliae, & prae- 
fcrtim didtarum Infularum, ac civitatis & caftri Tripolis, tarn praefentibus, 
quam futuris eadem auftoritate praecipimus, & jubemus ad incurfum noftrae in- 
dignationis & ‘irae, poenafque untiarum decern millium a bonis fecus agentis 
Cxigendarum, & noftris inferendarum aerariis, quatenus jioftram hujufmpdi con- 
cemonem & gratiam, omniaque, & fingula praecontenta teneant, firmifent, & 
obfervent, tenerique, & obfervari faciant inviojabiliter per quofcumque} nec 
non in pofleffionem realem, & corporalerrt, feu quafi vacuam, & expeditam 
praedidtorum omnium quae eidem Magno Magiftro, & Conventgi, ut praedi- 
citur, concedimus, ilium aut procuratorem fuum. ijlico immitti, £f imponi fa- 
ciat didfus Prorex nofter per fe, aut Commiffarium^. feu Commiffarios, quos 
ad id noftro nomine duxerit eligendos ; cui, feu quibus nos omnimodam ferie 
cum praefenti quoad haec & quoad ftipulationem, & exadfionem, eorumque 
pro parte didti Magni Magiftri, & Conventus fupra complenda, & agenda 
funt, conferimus poteftatem, vicefque noftras plenarii committimus , & poftquam 
pofi'effio ipfa cradita fuerit, in ea didhim Magnum Magiftrum, & Conventum 
manu teneant, & defendant viriliter contra cundtos •, neque frudtibus, introiti- 
bus, proventibus, gabellis, & aliis redditibus, & juribus quibufcumque prae- 
didforum, quae fupra in pheudum concedimus refponderi faciant per quofcum- 
que. Nos enim ad effedtum praefentium, fi & quatenus opus fit, fupplemus 
omnes defedbus, nullitatem, aut vitium, folemnitatumque pmilfiones, fi qui, 
vel quae poflent forfan praemiffis apponi, aut fuborir^, vel quomodolibet alle- 
gari •, fuper quibus ex noftrae regiae poteftatis pleriitudme difpenfamus. In cu- 
jus rei teftimonium praefens fieri juffimus noftro comniuni .pegotiorum Siciliae 
ulterioris figillo impendenti munitum. Datum in Caftello. franco, die xxnr. 
menfis Martii tertiae indidtionis, anno a Nativitate Domini Mi e>, Regno- 
rumque noftrorum, videlicet Imperii anno decimo, Cafteilae, Legionis, Gra- 
naitae, &c. vigefimo feptimo, Navarrae decimo fexto, Aragonum, utriufque 
.Siciliae, Hierufalem, & aliorum decimo quinto, Regnorum vero omnium decimo 
quinto, 1 Nos ut privilegium praedidlum, & omnia in eo contenta illibata per- 
maneant, & perpetuo obferventur, fecimus tfia ftabilimenta. fuper. contends in 
didto privilegio, pro utlitteris fuper inde. fub Bulla noftra comm uni plumbeadie 
xxv. Aprilisproximepfaeteriri emanaris latius coriftat, & apparet ; quae quidem 
ftabilimenta pro eorum perpetuo & firmiori robore per Sedem Apoftolicam 
approbata, & confirmata fuerunt, quemadmodum Litteris Apoftolicis legitime 
more folito fuper id expeditis fub data Romas vn. Kal. Maii' 1 530. ab incarna- 
tione, Pontificatus fanftiffimi Domini noftri Clementis anno;fextq, etiam larilfi- 
me apparet. Hinc eft quod nos Magifter, 'Bajulivi, Priores, Praeceptores, & 
Fratres Confilium completum in vim.Capituli Generalis legitime celebrantes,cu- 
pientes juxta mentem prasfetas Casf. majeftatis, & tenorem. privilegii ,pof- 
feffionem didtorum locorum in codem privilegio contentorum, ac ex.equutorias 
ad id requifitas, &' opportunas, confequi, & habere' contidentes dfe fidei 
probitate, exadtiffima fedulitate, ciira, & fufficientia noftra, invicem 
maturo, & deliberato confilio de noftra certa fcientia, omni meliori via, 
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tnodo, jure, & forma, quibus melius, & validius facere poffiimus, & debe- 
piusi vos venerandqs confratres noftroj^Hugonem de Copons, & Joannem Bo- 
niface praefentes, & onus hujufmodi fufcipientes facimus, creamus, conftitui- 
inus, & folemniter ordinamus noftros, noftraeque Religionis, & totius Con- 
ventus procuratores, adores, fadores, & negotiorum noftrorum geftores, & 
nuntios generates, & fpeciales, ita quod generalitas fpecialitati non deroget, 
nec te contra videlicet fpecialiter, & expreue, ad, noftro, noftraeque Religionis, 
& Conventus riomine pro nobis, & fuccefioribus noftris promittendum, & effi- 
caciter obligandum cum juramento folemni, & requifito juxta continentiam 
didi privilegii ad obfervandum, tenendum, & perpetuo cuftodiendum omnia, 
& fingula in dido pradnferto privilegio contenta ; & praefertim ad praeftan- 
dum facramentum in manibus illuftrifiimi Domini Dom.Hedoris Pignatelli Du- 
cis Montis Leonis, ac Regni Siciliae digniflimi Proregis, & armorum Capitanei 
Generalis in hac parte reprefentantis perfonam fuae praefataeCsfar. & Cath. Ma- 
jeftatis Regis Sicilian, & Infularum adjacentium ; nec non ad faciendum ftipula- 
tionem, & obligationem de reftituendo omnia tormenta, quae mediante inventa- 
no habebimus, & nobis confignata fuerint in Arce, feu Fortalitio praedido 
Tripolis in termino in dido privilegio contento, & juxta formam ejufdem. 
Item ad petendum, & obtinendum didas executorias, ac Commiflarios depu- 
tandos, & deftinandos ad realem, corporalem, civilem & naturalem, pacifi- 
cam, & quietam pofleflionem didorum locorum nobis tradendam & conce- 
dendam, & per nos confequendam, & adipifcendam juxta formam, & teho- 
rem didi privilegii imperialis nobis, & Religioni noftras in perpetuum con- 
celfi. Dantes 8c concedentes vobis procuratoribus noftris in prasmiflis, & cir- 
ca praemifla pleniflimam, & liberam poteftatem, totaliterque vices noftras, 
quarum vigore ea facere, & adimplere valeatis, quae nofmet facere, & adim- 
plere poffemus ft prtefentes adeffemus; etiamli talia eflent, quae magis fpeciale 
mandatum requirerent, quam prsefentibus fit exprefium. Promittentes, 8c 
convenientes bona fide habere ratum, gratum, & firmum omni futuro tempo- 
re quicquid per vos noftros procuratores in praemiflis omnibus, & eorum fin- 
gulis adum, fadum, promilfum, obligatum, juratum, geftumve fuerit. Sub 
hypotheca, & obligatione bonorum noftrorum, noftraeque Religionis praefen- 
tium, 8c futurorum, ubique exiftentium mandantes in virtute fandae obedien- 
tiae univerfis, & fingulis didje domus noftrae, fratribus quacunque audoritate, 
dignitate, officioque fungentibus praefentibus & futuris, ne contra praefentes 
noftras procuratorii, & mandati litteras aliquatenus facere, vel venire prsefu- 
mant, fed ea inviolabiliter ftudeant obfervare. In cujus rei teftimonium Bulla 
noftra communis plombea praefentibus eft appenfa. Datum Siracufis &c. die 
xxiv. menfis Maii m.d.xxx. 
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PRO Q.F ; f. 94, 

De Bello Melitenfi , ad Carolum Cafarem , Nicolai Vtllagagnonis Commentarius, „ 

B Elli & T urcharum principe Melitenfibus Equitibus illati, quis fuerit exi- 
tus, ex multorum litteris, Carole Cjefar, cognovifti. Sed ad quem 
redeat arcium deditarum infamia, qui fcripftre, tacuerunt : & nafti 
temporis occafionem, ubi viderent tibi & Julio Pontifici cum Rege bel- 
lum efle, culpam amiflae Tripolis, Legato oratori regio & Francis Equitibus 
aflign&runt : dete&us tamen paulo poft dolus hue rem adduxit, ut falfi damna- 
tis feriptoribus, Franci omnium fententiis in Equitum concione fint abfoluti. 
Sed quum mendacium in vulgus editum, per tota m Eu ro p am prius JncrebuiC- 
fetr&lremtnam aftimbs piFfuafiflet, quam aBIoIutioms temmomumT emittere- 
turj effici adhuc non potuit, ut ab errore averterentur, qui femel ad prsegref- 
fam famam, de Francis improbam opinionem imbiberant. Id autem quam fit 
iniquum, & ab ipfa re alienum, hie te docebit Commentarius. 

Clafiem apud Turchas parari, & in Melitenfes defignari, quum pene omnium 
fermonibus ja&aretur, Joannes Omedes Hifpanus, Melitenfis militiae princeps, 
per homines idoneos hoftium iter explorandum efle putavit : Ut ubi comperif- 
fet, quam in partem clafiis contenderet, confilium fibi caperet. Exploratores, 
dimilfis ad eum nuntiis, Melitam pc^i, remque nullam amplius habere dubita- 
tjoiwnj,> qppfijrndbant. Quibus nunf ** Equites excitati, ab Omede poftulant, 
ut fibi rebufque fuis mature profpiciat . Ne appulfu claffis, inopinantes & im-* 
parati opprimantur. Omedes refpondet, nulli haec majori efle curse, quam fibi: 
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Neque fe virum exiftimari debere tam nullius ufus, ut quando res exigeret, eflet 
defuturus. Nullam no&is partem intercedere, quum reliqui fe quieti darent, 
quin fubdu&is rationibus, anxid fecum reputaret, quemadmodum rei frumen- 
tariae, caeterifque neceflariis, bene cautum & provifum eflet : Sed hanc fubefle 
difficultatem, quod quum propter annonae anguftiam, 4 Prorege Siciliae, com- 
peatu perexigue levaretur, ex ulterioribus regionibus frumentum a fe petitum* 
aerarium exhauferat, ut nummorum inopia graviter laboraret : cui malo ut me- 
deretur, in fe politum non efle. Alioqui de falute communi quantum fuiflet 
follicitus, fuam diligentiam in arce munienda efle teftimonio : qua prope habe- 
ret effeftum, ut opera. Sc munitiones inftitutae, fola fpecie hoftes a fpe expug- 
nationis deterrere poflent : hoc, 4 fe amplius requiri nihil oportere. Adjecit, 
ad eorum animos confirmandos, qui metu claflis hoftium commoverentur, rem 
lion eo pofitam loco ut plerifque videretur : claflem, multo longius, quam Me- 
litani fpedtare : ea de re, fcire fe plus & intelligere, quam qui diverfum fcrip- 
flflent. (neque enim, qui rerum aliquem ufum habeat, in animum indudurum^ 
yt credat fpe Melitae obtinendae tantos fumptus fados efle.) Certo fe acce- 
.pifle, Francis claflem efle deftinatam, atque Tolonis expedari: Legatum orato- 
rem regium quinque muLos Mafliliam adduxifle, quibus ftipendiurrt Turchis at- 
tuliflet : duas infuper triremes & biremem unam adornari, quibus ad eos tran- 
fveheretur; hoc equitis Francie Francia advedi indicio, tenere fe : cui potius, 
.quam hominum imperitorum vodbus, habenda tides eflet. Eodem tempore 
nuntiatur, Villagagnonem Meflanam appulfum, Melitam contendere: incujus 
adventum hujus rei tides rejicitur. Ubi advenit, magna omnium expedatione 
ad Omedem deducitur, ut de clafle quid afferret certi, intelligeretur. Hie in- 
terrogatus, aperte negat claflem ufui Francorum, fed Solimani cupiditati appa- 
ratamefle: utinjuriam, induciis ad African um oppidum violatis, acceptam ul- 
eifeeretur. Hoc, in Francia ante fuam profedionem, palam fadum efle a viro 
penes quern npn parva eft rerum autoritas : eamque unicam fuifle caufam, cur, 
■negleda re familiari, mifiionem a Rege petiiflet, ne tempore maxime difficili 
fodales deferuifle diceretur. Eo fermone confedo, habere fe ab Anna Mommo- 
raptio, privati-ofticii mandata, commemorat, apud quern poft Liladami princi- 
patum, Militias commoda praecipuo commendationis loco femper fuerant. Is.fe 
asgerrime iatucum tignificabat, fi quam Omedes honoris, aut dignitatis jadu- 
jamfaceret: Solimanum Equitibus valde fuccenfere, propter operam Gefariad 
Africam nuper navatam : neque ulla ratione deduci potuifle, quominus claflem 
ad perfequendas injurias inftrueret. A qua, Melitae & Tripoli nonnihil extime- 
feendum ; proinde Omedes videret, ne quid adverfi imparato & incauto fibi 
contingeret. Omedes hoc refppnfo Villagagnonem nimiae fecreti tenacitatis in- 
iimulat, quod aperjre nollet quse de Regis fui propofito intellexiflet, claflem 
Francorum rebus comparatam ad fe pfoperare. De fe autem profitetur, ope- 
xam daturutn, ne fua diligentia requiratur. Prorex Siciliae iifdem de rebus 
egeratMefianae cum Villagagnone, atque in eadem erat cum Omede fententia: 
fed monitionibus conceflit : atque adhibita celeritate, quum nulla veteranorum 
fibiifacultas eflet, paftorum Sc montanorum deledum habere coepit, quos Afri- 
cam fubfidio pranfmitteret. Simul, quod certior fadus erat Tripolim militum 
inopia conflidari, nullafque efle copias, quae Melita eo traducerentur: deledo- 
rum numerum detinitum ad Omedem mitit, ut eis ad Tripolitanum praefldium 
uteretpr. Addebat, maxim! interefle Republicae chriftianae, Militiaeque Me- 
litentis, eqm porcum fervari: oe amiflus, ad receptum praedonibus pateret. 
Hoc jauntio. Sc Villagagnonis oratione Equites incitati, Omedem circunfiftunt. 
Qyi.ad.eum, propter dignitatem, fermonis aditum habebant, orabant ut opi- 
vniqne .decedcret, s6c, pnuiquam tempore excluderetur, de omnibus rebus co,n- 
Aitueiet, quae ad communem iaiucem pertinebant : ne fperneret Proregis auto* 
rifatem & f mandata : hunc -enim tantos fumptus -fecifle deferibendis & tranfmit- 
-tendis milicibus argument! loco fumi pofle, claflem Francos non petere.- Qui- 
-bus oftenfis rebus, .concilium indicitur. Ibi Omedes ab ukimo repetit, & lon- 
-ga narratione profequitur, quae antea de annonae anguftiis expofuerat : re fru- 
-meataria/fe .poemi, .militum perexiguas -copias ‘habere, aeris nullam rat'ionem. 
Atque >hanc lpfacn fuifle caufam, cur d -provineik Equites non evocaflet. Inita 
■rationt: quom^dqiodum e -tantis difficultatibus emergeret, hanc expedjtifltmam 
.fibiivifem, ut fingulis militie profeffionibus pecunue imperarentur : quod non 
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eft improbatum confiliutn, fed in fuum tempus& opportunitatem refervaturrt: 
hoc autem reprchenfum eft, quod prsfentis periculi remedia in loginquum pro- 
dueeret. Hac ergo procuratione in fuam occafionem reje&a, huic uni rei ftu- 
dendum efle demonftratur, ut aegritudini prsfenti praefens medicina reperiatur: 
ne, mora interjefla, ad extremum periculum agat imparatos. Adjungitur, tri- 
bus omnino locis rem Melitenfiura cladem aliquam accipere pofle : quibus, 
quantum efiet facultatis, danda erat opera ne gravius quicquam accideret. 
Quod fi ob tenuitatem, omnibus fuccurri non liceret: ea deferi oportere, quae 
ab omni injuria tuta efle non poflent: & eorum copia, his qus defendi placuif- 
fet, fubvenire. De Gofira infula traftatur, defendi liberet, an dimitti. Una 
eonfenfione decernitur, deferi oportere. Repugnat tamen Omedes : docet, ca- 
ftrum editiflima rupe, afperrima & circuncifa fitum efle ut facile hoftes aditu 
prohiberentur ; eo infulanos fe pofle recipere, quos refpeCtus patriae, natorum 
& propinquorum charitas, ad extremum vits periculum, fedes tueri cogeret. 
Qui faepecum Turchis patentibus & apertis locis congrefli eflent, vi&orefque 
femper evafiflent, dubitari non debere, quin natura loci fublevati, te&ique mu- 
nitionibus, illorum impetum fuftinerent, & muris fuccedentes fummoverenr. 
Horum virtuti fe niultum confidere, fed fpem primam conftituifle in eorum du- 
cis equitis Hifpani virtute & belli fcientia: quibus rebus proclive eft ad omnes 
cafus fubfldia comparare : ac jam ut fuam haec contra opinionem evenirent, & 
per infirmitatem hoftibus refifti non poflet, judicii tamen fui non efle, protinus 
ad ievem auditionem, infulam relinqui : quod abfque magno municipum detri- 
mento, fuoque dedecore fieri non poflet. Quid enim, inquit, eft levius aut 
turpius, quam ante vifum periculum metu promoveri? Quid fi (quod eft ma- 
gis probabile) hoftes non veniant: quis reli&s patriae damna refarciet? Hoc ubi 
concio obftinate fibi negari videt: ad caftri Tripolis muniendi cogitationem 
fe confert. Eranteo loco complures milites, qui state & vulneribus confe&i, 
bello idonei efle defierant : qui tamen priftins virtutis memoria, ftipendio fo- 
vebantur, atque definitum propugnatorum numenifn explebsmt. Hos mitti 
oportere judicatur : & totidem eorum loco fubftitui, quibus vires labori feren- 
do fuppeterent. Prsterea, habito cenfu, foeminas & impuberes, omnefque 
quorum animus aut vires obfidionem fuftinere non valerent, in Sicilian) transfe- 
rendos : Sc in eorum locum, centum virtutis probatiflimae equites fubmitten- 
dos, cum militibus qui a Prorege fubfidio advenerant ; eum enim locum, natura 
& operibus infirmum, non pofle nifi eximia & excellenti fortitudine fervarL 
His omnibus ab Omede obfiftituri imprimis ad eorum fententiam non accedit, 
qui foeminas & liberos a parentibus fejungendos efle cenfebant : quod commu- 
ni vitio naturae contingat, falvis rebus, quas quifque habet chariflimas, homi- 
nes fieri fegniores, ut minori contentione & laborem fcrant, & vite periculum 
adeant, prsfertim alieno folo. Neque potiorem efle caufam, cur emeriti mili- 
tes amitterentur : ii enim, etfi corpore non valent, ingenio tamen & rerum 
ufu excellunt, quibus bellum magis, quim corporis viribus, adminiftratur. 
Simul de Equitibus omnino fibi videri ut ad Melitam maneant : praeftare, fe- 
des proprias plenis copiis confervare, quam his in alienas difpertitis, utrarum- 
que jafturam facere. Eis rationibus quae funt demonftratae, Equites acerfitos 
non fuifle: quiaderant, vix trecentorum numerum implere, in quibus rei Me- 
litenfis falus penitus confifteret ; fi ad ducentos redirent, periculum fore ne 
oneri fuccumberent. His oblatis incommodis, nihil expeditius videri, quam 
ad infuls cuftodiam, retentis equitibus, milites a Prorege mifios Tripolim tranf- 
mittere ; horum quidem fubfidio, eum locum defendi pofle : quod ea efiet ejus 
loci natura, ut, propter ftationis incommodum, obfidio diuturna efle non pof- 
fet. Nam litus planum, exigua altitudine, longo (patio in mare decurrens, in 
alto naves conftitui cogit, ne, Etefiis ea anni tempeftate vi maxima flantibus, ' 
Audi bus naves compleantur : aut anchoris fabulo parum hsrentibus, vi tempe- 
ftatis incitats, ad terram allidantur : qus res adverfus obfidionem magno fo- 
rent adjumento. Hsc vicit in concilio fententia: fed ad novitios milites per- 
lata, eum incuflit metum, ut pal&m detreftare militiam non erubefcerent : fe- 
que, quum tollerentur figna, non fequuturos efle comminarentur. Common- 
ftrabant, fibi turn primum ab aratro Sc caulis abduftis, nullo dum etiam ufu 
militis percepto, Tripolitanum negodum longd diflimiles propugnatores expo- 
fcere. Omedes, fi dadis certa expedatione deterritus, fuos equites illb trajici 
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nollet: cur potius in aliena vita fortunam periclitaretur : Haec Omedi Ffse* 
feltus renuntiat : & quam poteft demifliflimc obfccrat, ut fine ejus animi offen- 
fione, illis liceat in Siciliam reverti, quod jufli naves confcendere, dido non 
forent audientes.. Hue addit multa,quibus Omedem fledi pofle conjiceret. At O- 
raedes, ut hunc ab animi confternatione erigeret, affirmabat certo fibi conftare, 
Tripolim militum virtute Protegi pofle, alioqui fe non cfle rem in dubium de- 
vocaturum; eos enim, quorum praefidio caftrum tenebatur, & Valerium prae- 
fedum, optime de fe meritum, virum fingulari virtute preditum, cur amitte- 
ret ? Poftremo in hac fe efie fententia, ut id caftrum fine auxiliaribus copiis de- 
fendi poflet : fed k Prorege mifiis necefiario utendum efie fibi, ne ejus autori- 
tacem & confilium defpexifie videretur : eamque ob rem ab fe illos non dimitti. 
His Tribuno oftenfis, id muneris injungit, ut affedos metu bona fpe reficiat. 
Sed ubi militibus fpem mifiionis Praefedus adimebat, maximam formidinem & 
terrorejn inferebat : qua animi dgedione, Omedi flentes ad pedes procum- 
bent : & obteftantur ne fe infontes hoftibus ad fupplicium dedat. Hujus mo- 
vendi caufa, etiam adjiciunt, fe rufticos homines ab officio vitaeque inftituto per 
fraudem abdudos, ut Mefianam accederent, inermes prodivifle, quo mitte- 
rentur loco, nulli ufui futuros. Quum apud eum querelis & precibus nihil pro- 
ficerent, rebus defperatis, inde fe proripiunt, & in tabernaculis abditi, com- 
mune & inftans fatum miferantur. Eo cognito, quum efiet fufpicio ducem. 
qum manipulis confentire, ejus figniferum, virum fortem atque interritum, O- 
medes per hominem idoneum follicitat, & edocet quanta cunt ignominia fie- 
ret, ut ad folam hoftium mentionem, timore milites fic opprimerentur, ut de- 
fpeda facramenti religione, aperte militiam defiigerent ; hoc non folum eorum 
cxiftimationi, cujus efiet in primis habenda ratio, fed etiam vitae fbrtunifque 
fore periculofum : quod fugam cognitam Prorex efiet fupplicio crudelifiimo 
vindicaturus. Turn orationis adhibitis illecebris, addit, de fignifero nunquam 
fe dubitafie, quin imperata facere paratus efiet : fed ftudium ejus, tarditate & 
timore ducis impediri : cui incommodo facile prasverti poflet, fi fignifer fin- 
gulos milites adiret qui quandam animi fortitudinem prse fe ferrent : ac, quan- 
tum poflet efficere, inani metu eos explicaret, faceretque ut iter conficere non 
dubitarent. Hoc fi efiet afiequutus, Tribuno mifio, militum praefedura fuo 
nomine fungeretur. Ea fpe fignifer delinitus, negotium aggreditur : fingulos 
feparatim ambit milites, & quibus poteft rationibus, abobudionis opinione de- 
ducit. Hoc animadverfo Tribunus, veritus ne cum ignominia mitteretur, & 
nihilo fecius manipulates praeferiptum officium exequerentur, figniferum aditu 
ad Omedem antevertit, & quorum dam fadioforum contumacia, culpam prae- 
texens, una cum fuis omnibus, ubi primum jufius fucrit, fe viam ingrefiurum 
profitetur. Id tamen omnibus precibus poftulabat, ut certus equitum nume- 
rus, perterritis militibus, adjiceretur : quorum dudu ac virtute, illi animum 
reciperent. His ab Omede m confilio relatis, deliberatur, quot & quales E- 
quites tyronibus admifeeri placeret. Qui loco, ob ejus infirmitatem, diffide- 
bant, in priori fententia permanebant, & centum addi oportere contendebant » 
quibus tamen Omedes, his quae funt demonftratae rationibus, non acquiefcere : 
fed eum numerum ad quinque & viginti reducendum efie didicare, quos folu- 
tis ergaftulis, ex eis qui maleficii convidi eranc, expleri jufiit : ne de Melitae 
cuftoaia quicquam imminueretur. His rebus conftitutis, duae triremes impo- 
fitum fubfidium Tripolim important : quo in terram expofito, ut mandatum 
erat, Melitam revehuntur. Non ita multo poft fit Omedes certior, hoftilem 
claflem ad Siciliam applicuifie : & ejus principem, cum Prorege, de oppido 
Africano recuperando, uti Caefari cum Solimano convenerat, per interpretem 
xnultis verbis egifie. Sed ilium poftquam fe ad Caefarem fallendi caufa rejici 
cognovifiet, ad oppidum Augufti progrefium, arcem vi captain militibus diri- 
piendam conceflifie. Hoc fatis erat Caufae, ad omnem de Turcharum itinere 
tollendam dubitationem. Omedes tamep k pertinacia non modo non defiftit : 
fed etiam affirmat Meridianum Siciliae litus praetervehi, ut breviore ufae itinere 
naves, citius in Franciam perveniant : quod ut perfuafum habeant, naucleris 
accitis, ex maritimis dimenfionibus oftendit, ducentis pafiuum millibus, cur- 
ium ea parte breviari. Gofirani, ubi fpe auxiliorum fe depulfos efie cognove- 
runt, feeminas & pueros in tutum cepfent efie transferendos. Itaque duas navi- 
culas onuftas Melitam traducunt : quarniq appulfu Omedi renuntiatur, Gofira- 
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nos fui tuendi animum abjeciife, atque foga cogi caffe : refquc fiias cum uxoribus 
& liberis ahigere ccepifle ; quibus ablatis, dimicandi etiam cogitationem depo- 
nerent. Si fehram cdperet tern Gofiraaam, naves Gofirara remittcret, ut pro- 
pinquorum mifericorcba, ad pugnandura akcriores redderentur. Quae fenten- 
tia quura illi valde proharetur, navicuks* antequam onus exponerebc, revehi 
juffit : magmfque cavic paenis, n? ahfque venia res ulia expoitarecur. Biduo 
quo haec geft a funt, leni vento claffis Meticam qpputit, portumque petiit, por- 
tui, qui arcem fubluit, conjundum,angufto coiiis jugo inteqedo. Ad ejus 
confpedfom tantus repente metus Melitenfium mentes occupavit, tantaque fe- 
qiiuta eft perturbatio, ut quid potifiimum agendum efiet, rationem iniri non 
daretur. Oranino duo erant oppida, quibus infulani ab hoftium periculo ex 
agris fefe reciperent : unum fub arcis rsdicibus, alterum diftans fex paffuum 
millibus. Hue viis pleniffimis omnia importantur, pecufque cogitur quoad ejus 
fieri poteft. Qppidum fub arce pofitum, cqllibus utrinqpe mediocre mans (pa- 
tio intermiffo, . continetur. px his collibus magna altitudine irapendentibus, 
quia hoftes ab ajperto latere muro cuftodias feci!® ac pene nullo labore deturba- 
rent, & iis, qui muro dejedto in oppidum irrumperent, refiftendi facultatem 
adiiqere poffent, oppidum defendi non placebat. Arx unicum omnibus, & ex 
agris confugientibus, & oppidanis perfugium relinquebatur: tametfi vix antes 
caperet Equites, & qui fub Equitibus ftipendia mere bant. Alteram plebis 
partem urbs recipipbat. Ad has anguftias hoc etiam accedebat incommodi, 
quod quum tanta multitudo admitti te&o non poffet, verum ei necelferio fo- 
rce, flagrante Canicula, fub folis ardoribus interdiu, & fub dio nodu, perma- 
nendum: haec, neque corporp laborem tuliffet, neque ab odore retro, quem 
fitus & excrementorum colluvies generaffet, erant morbi long£ abfoturi. Ca- 
lamitatem quoque non parum augebat difficultas aaux maxima : cujus quum 
nulla extra pluviam effet copia, neque ad bibendum, fed ne quidem ilia ad la- 
vandum fuppeteret, aut erat dedido fequucura, aut populus mjfere excluden- 
dus, & hoftium crudelitati exponendus. Subdu&is oc ad terram deligatis nai- 
vibu?, hoftes ad prsedam emittuntur : hi late pervagap, regionem quae ad ar- 
cem vergit, depopulantur : aedificia, & quicquid in agris reliquum erat, vcl 
incendunt, ve) diripiunt: pecus, quod repentino eorum incurfu in oppidum 
cogi non potuerat, foffodiunt : nullum demque pernipiei genus pr*termittunt. 
Conftat infula tota uni & continent! petri : ea re fit, ut quibus locis terra ex- 
urgit, lapidibus confperfa lit. Hinc accidie, ut illic agri quidquid eft, hoc to- 
tum incolae feq purgando, feu dividendo, lapidibus fine luto in muri fpeciem 
aggeftis ipcluferint : quae res vias publicas ufque adeo anguftas & obliquas red- 
didit, ut xllinc nifi magno labore non liceat evagari. Adverfus hoftium incur- 
fiones ea commoditate noftri fublevqci, haec remedia comparabant. Coafti* 
navium propugnatoribus, nonnullis adpiiftis remigibus, Guimeranus eques Hi- 
fpanus rpgfonum peritos adhibet : quorum dudb, occulto idnere profe&us, 
opportuno loco fuos in infidiis diiponit, ut difperfqs hoftes, fine metil ad prae- 
dam prqperantes, excipiat. In hune incidunt pauci, qui elati prsedje Audio, 
•ab agminp longius procefferant : neque ulla alia rei gerendae feculcas oblata eft. 
Interim ciaifis princeps, arcis naturatn contemplacus, earn praefentis occafionis 
non effe judicat. H.oftes vexandis regionibus biduo confumpto, naves folvunt : 
& fex miiiibus paffuum progrefli, confiftunt, ac denuo milltes effundunt : &, 
nc ulla pars irtfulae immunis i cakmitate relinqueretur, profligate eo fpatio 
quod a man ad urbem intercedit, ad earn (e ineftant. Eo tanta utriufque fex- 
us ipultitudo ftfe concluferat, qt nuljus vacaret locus: fed qui bello aptieffent, 
quive hoftium ^ej aciem ocukwum ferre poflent, admodum pauci erant. In 
eqj imperium gerebat Georgius Adorpeus, vir probatae eximiaeque fortitudi- 
nis, qut denqgato fibi ab Omede militum auxilio, rejedus ad mul kudinispne- 
fidium, trigtata cx havium defonforibus ad fui cuftodiam afeiverat. Confpe- 
dis hoftibua, eos exhortatus, nonnullis ex paftorum & oppidanorum multitu- 
dine liominadm evbcati® St intei^eftls, in hoftium occurfum eduxit : uc hoftes, 
locis alpetfe, in collem in quo oppidum pdfittim eft enitentes, morarentur 1 : 
quod ad oftfintarionem potiutf feciebat, quam quod vim hoftium reprimere pof- 
(e %eraret. Nqftii, urbis propinquitati fir aenearum cannarum adminiculo Con- 
audafter fe ill is qpponebatft, & quandiuaequa ratione pugnari potuit, pau* 
ci multofi afcenfu profobehant. At'ubi Iflos eircunfundi, & longo circuitu 
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monfem fuperate confpiciunt, ne circunvewti reditu e^cludantur, accepto fig., 
no, paucis utrioque d^deratis, pedem referuat : difeeflu rioftrprum, iffi m- 
gum collis adepti, fimul nuUis refiftenfibu?, fuburbiis potiti, confident fit ca- 
ftra faciunt. later fuburbia St oppiduoi tepmm eft iftteryajli, quantum can/ise 
tueri poflunt. Hi explorandi cauff rari & dUperii, nc cannarum injurix pate- 
rent, incitato curfii percummt : muroque fuecedentes, fcJoperis noftros ten- 
tare & lacefiere. f-Jos quoque noftri felopecis fumroovfbant, led ob eorum 
niobHitatem non multum prpjficiebant. ]tfox prselium diremit. Explppato ur- 
bis litu, duabu? partibus, ccyle praeruppo & diipito, banc bofte? excare con- 
fpiciunt. Hujus cotys terfia pars afpera "quidero & ^rdua, fed longe declivior, 
in vallera ducentis paffibus lacam definit. tfanc traqfeuntes, mons urbi con- 
trarius excipit afeenfij afpero, prxeipiti & circuncifey cujus montis feftjgiura 
urb$m exequat. bfunicipes huic parti minus diffidences, nulias turres, nulla- 
que propugnacula excitarant, quibus irxpeotea baftes £ latere propellerent: fed 





fit opedhus valcjemunita, Qtnlttunt : atque ah infirmiori Jocorem fibi geren- 
dam effe canftituunt. Hue delati, areata cannis muralibus nodhi fubfternere 
atque aggerem jacere parabant: & quum propter arborum raritatem materia 
deeffet, valvis, omnique ligoi gencre, £ te.6ti* fuburbiorum ereptis, ad opus 
utebantur. Hoc, ex ftrepicu cognito, tantus rooeror municipes excepit, ut' 
fuse vitae durius confulere plerique inciperent, ac fe de muro dare prsecipites, 
omqi incentionis opinione rerailfa. i^dprneus tamen non fe deferit ; bps ver- 
bis iconfirmat, & fpe auxiliorum obje&a, £ metu erigere conatur. At ubi fe 
fruftra niti intelligit, a periculi magpitudine fibi timers, ad Omedem nuntium 
allegat, ut eum dbceat, qui rpulticudinem verfaret fimor, & ad quas ipfe ah- 
gufldas reda&us efiet : nifi fummiffis auxiliis, formidine municipes uberarentur 
ultipiam pernicieip quinque & viginti millibus capitum mox fubeundam eflel 
Nuntius, quum ad arcis dppidum perveniflet, & obferatis portis, ingreflu tar- 
daretur, ad eqm locum fe contulit, qui Erancorum cuftodiae commmus er£t 
ut per mare intromitteretur. Turn ad opus excubabat Villagagno, fit vigiliad 
circpibat : is ad equoruhi fremitum exclamat quis adventaret? Nuntius, patc- 
fe&o nomine, refpondec maximi fe momenti mandata afferre : rogare Ut con- 
tinue ad Omedem trajiciatur. Exceptus lenuncuio, ad Omedem feftinat ; hoc 
audito, magna ilium invafit follicitudo : neque Uii lads animo fuccurrit, peri- 
culo tam praefenti quern maxime opponeret. Quum in "hoc explicandq fe ex- 
erceret, nuntius Villagagnpnem commemorat. Hunc approbatum, eo iplb 
tempotis pun&o, accerfit. Adeuntem verbis & oratione liberaliter profediip. 
tur. Narrat, quantum ei Temper tribuiflet : Rempublicam tempore r maxitnd 
difficili, ejus operam & diligentiam vehementer expofeere; hoftes enimurbeiri 
obfidione cinxifie, quibps id fieri poterat locis: in ea tamen, qui arma' ferrfc 
pofient, magnum numerum inclufum, quorum prsefidio \irbs pl^ne teneri pop 
fet, fi viri idonci imperio regeretur, quibus ubi ufus inc diflfet, remedia com- 
pararet. Eis Georgium Adorneum praeefie, fed omnia per fe negptia obifd 
non pofle. Villagagno refpondet, Reipublicae commoda, prima Temper apud 
fe fuiffej fuaque viia pociora : neque qtiicquam optadus fibi pofie cbjltingfere; 
qu&m vitam pcofundere, cujps rei caufe in lucem editus fuifiec. Verum' k ufl 
rerum cjidiciffe, plebem yigiliis & periculis inluetam, facife infoleriti’ lablff 
fiiccumbere, ac pariter viribus & animo concidere June fieri ut quamdiu inu- 
nirionibus conteda fit, feque \ periculo abefiq credat, aequo animd omnes acer- 
bipates perperiatur : fed uhi tormentis murus difcuti <poeperit, & ab arilmi^ffif- 
titudine ptaefidium petendura lit, proje&a felutis cura, protinus deficiat. in 
eum cafum defenforihus bpus efle, non ignavis, fed ftrenuis,’ ac laboris patfen- 
tiffimis, St qui noq pietu, ffd gloria profeaovean'tur : peqrae pauefores c?ntenls 
ad 'eum ufum eflfe neceffaiSos\i bbs fibi ex Equidbus QmeJis adjungeret ' fi rern 
falvam effp vellet. Hgic Qmedes ofteqdit, Equitqs & navium phipugnatbfe5 
arcis cul^dtx a concilio affignatoj efle,' cujus decretupi Aon poflet iirlfeutaFe: 
Attamen id ad fe recepturmn, ut m praefeqtem occafioftem, alio confulto ndi£ 
expeflato, ei fex Equitcs concederentur. Quibus opponir' Villagagno,' fex 
cos, ev’erfq muro, non efle epumpentes boftea repulturos : ' nequC'alib fex viro- 


rum 


Digitized by 


Google 



THE PROOFS OF BOOK XL 

runi fubfidium pertincrc, quim uc eos ad certam fine honore perniciem per- 
ducerec. Refpondet Omedes, earn rem non efie difputationis, fed inllantis 
periculi ; proptcrea fi ille animo ica pararus eflet, fine cundatione earn operam 
Reipublic* navaret ; quod fi metu periculum defugeret, fe alium rogaturum. 
Ille, ubi rem in exillimationis dilcrimert pertrahF tidet : Non futn, inquic, 
Princeps, tam acuto ftimulo urgendus : faciam ut lntelligas ad ignaviam, banc 
meam rationem non fpedare : & jam vise me committam, ne in lucem extra- 
dus, ingreffu prohibear. Excedens igicur Villagagno, fex e notis & domefti- 
cis evocacis, jumenta nadus quae ex gregibus cafu obvenerant, viam ingredi- 
tur: tantumque omnibus prbfedionis fuic ftudium, uc pars gravi armorum 
pondere onufti,' abfque ephippiis jumenta confcenderent : & fraenis deficienti- 
bus, in os immiflo funicuJo, viam conficerent. In hunc modum progreffi, al- 
bente ccelo, qui erat curfus commodiflimus, concitatis equis, ad urbem per- 
yeniunt : & occlufis hoftium vicinitate portis, in fofiam fe proruunt, ac feneftris 

3 uae in ufum tormencorum relidae funt, ad municiones enituntur. Hos intro- 
udos, magna hominum turba circunfiftit, & de auxiliis, quid afferrent fpei 
feifcicantur : quos bono animo efie jubet Villagagno, & fpe auxiliorum injeda 
confirmar, Deinde, ad Adorneum fe conferc. Hunc docet quern cum Ome- 
de fermonem de propugnationis ratione habuerit : quidque afiequutus eo fue- 
rit ; denique, hue fe redados efie, ut ab alieni fubudii expedatione depulfi, 
in animi virtute falutis fiduciam conftituant. Hue etiam curam omnem pro- 
fundi oportere, ut & terrore populi mentes expliearentur : & quibus locis ab ho- 
ftibus noceri poflit, provifo remedio antevertefecur. Communi deinde confi- 
lio res geritur : & perfpedo muri vitio, quo holies animum appellebant, quo- 
niam obfifti non poterac, ne murus cannis tentatus brevi corrueret : hac ratione 
occuritur. Poll murum fofiam fexdecim pedes latam, altam decern, diredis 
lateribus perducunt. Hujus interiori labro maceriam tres pedes cminentem, in 
fex pedum latitudinem, extruunt : quam amplius extare confulto noluerunt, ne 
globi murum crajicientes, fimul maceriam labefacerent, atque fofiam imple- 
rent. Ad extremas fofias ex duobus tedis k fummo decurtatis, & maceriae ad- 
xquads, caeca propugnacula conftituerunt : ut holies fofiam ingrelfos, in ma- 
ceriam connitentes, ab latere, fine ullo periculo, tormentis deturbarent. Quae 
munitiones, cantas multitudinis labore non intermifio, breviffimo tempore per- 
fedae funt. Ac holies hxc difficukas morabatur. Cannae murales fex milli- 
bus pafiuum erant eis ducendae, via afperrima, magnis & arduis rupibus, nulla 
jumentorum facultate. Hoc fervorum robore fupplere conati, labore continen- 
ti, aliquandiu procefierunt. Nam quum viarum anguliriae & afperitates, can- 
nas rotis impofitas non admitterent, rotis eximebant, ac nudas efrerebant. Mox 
asquum locum afiequuti, rotas admovebanc, & magno conatu onus trahebant ; 
fed quoniam id erat faepius repetendum, & ob venementem aellum plerofque 
animus reliquerat : rotis aliquot effradis, ab itinere fuperfederunt : revocatifque 
qui obfidioni incumbebant, ad naves funt reverfi. Ex perfugis cognitum ex his 
caufis hoc quoq*, accelfifle, quod naves erant longo intervallo defenforibus vacuae 
relinquendae, aut copiis perexiguis urbs oppugnanda. Quorum utrumque recipe- 
re calum poflet ; fi enim, navibus inanibus, Caefariana clalfis occurrifiet : & ea 
confpeda, hi ad fuas confervandas naves fe incitafient : tumque obfefii ad pug- 
nam erupifient, copiis ab Omede midis confirmati: ea itinerum alfteritate, 
quum referre non potuifient, cannas amififient. Quae cogkatio certilfimam ob- 
teflis falutem attulit. Quamvis enim accidifiet ut obfefii ab hoftibus fe protege- 
rent, tamen ob aquae inopiam, obfidionem diutius non tuliflent. Ubi fuburbia 
efie indicavimus, plures optimi faporis fontes largiter fcatent. Huic copiae mu- 
nicipes confifi, foaiendis puteis animum non intenderant: paucis except is, qui 
aliunde aquam efie fibi colligendam non ducentes, cffiolfis domi dfternis, pluvia 
uti maluerant. Harum inito numero, & capitum cenfu relato, compertum ell, 
ad duos cyathos cuique quotidie vix fex dierum aquam fuppetere. Holies re- 
dudis tormentis, ad infulam Gofiram contendunt. In Caftellum incolae ad u- 
num fe incluferant. Hoc quia k man parum abell, expugnationi opportunius 
e^Te judicatum ell. Itaque cannis murahbus produdis, tertia inita vigtlia, mu- 
rum percutere incipiunt. Hunc impetu continenti nullis prohibentibus incutien- 
tes, brevi tempore labefaciunt; fed ea eft loci natura, ut fi vel murus dejedus 
eflet, paupi^ tamen defendentibus, maximaequ^que copiae afeenfu prohiberen- 
* 3 tur. 
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tur. Nam in rupe editifiima quoquoverfus abrupta caftellum eft pofitum, life 
flexo, acclivi & angufto fpatio, quia vix finguli carri trahi pofiint, ad introitum 
relido. Municipes, hoftium adventu, principem, cui tantum ab Omedc tri- 
bui demonftravimus, adeunt : atque animo perturbatum obceftantur, uc Rem* 
publicam fortiter .fufcipiar, nets fe deferat: led audader, quid cuique fit agen- 
dum, imperef. .Is fpe auxiliorum lapfus, profitetur fe nihil habere quod tanto 
malo opponat : atque omifla fuorum cura, tedo fuccedit ac delitefcit : fic paratus, 
ut quern cafum fortuna obtulifiet, quam aequifllmo animo ferret. Ubi populus fe 
deftitutum perfpicit, tanto metu corripitur, ut uni corporis &animi viribus cade- 
ret : & ah propugnatioriis artibus, ad lacrymas, inftantifque calamitatis commi- 
ferationem averfus, murum defenforibus nudaret. Neque dum node pugna 
intermittitur, aut demolitionem obftruere, aut omnino rem ullam adminiftrare 
quae ad fuam falutem pertineret, animum induxerunt. Poftridie, quum prima 
luce ad opus hoftes reairentj fed iniquitate loci non ita multum promoverent : 
vir Anglus, cannarum Magifter, animo revocato, honeftam mortem turpi fer- 
vituti antefereiis, ad pugnamfe inftituit. • Profedus quo negotium poftulabat^ 
aptatiS machinis, hoftes globis impetit, & illato damno cogit ut remiflius & le- 
musdeinde opus agerent*, fed hunc paulb poll, tranflatis cannis, globis afle- 
quuti, hoftes interficiunt. Qui vifum eo fe intulerant, cafu exterriti, quum re- 
hquum haberent neminem, quern huic muneri praeficerent, animi inopes & 
confilii, ad principem recurrunt: ut fecum ratibnem iniret, quid potiffimum ad- 
miniftrandum efiet. Hie magno animorum & fententiarum congrefiu decertatur, 
nec inter eos de pugna con venit. Poftremo, re in defperationem adduda, i pugnas 
fubfidio ad deditionis confilium recurrunt. Turn de conditionibus agitur, & qur 
eas perferat, eligitur. Cujus legationis hie erat exitus, fi omnibus incolumibusef- 
fugium pateret, arcem hollibus relidum iri. Legatus, de muro fune demiflus, 
ad clafiis praefedum deducitur, quaeque habet mandata pronuntiat : atque de- 
mifiifiime obfecrat, ut mifericordiae locus relinquatur; Ad haec refpondet Prin- 
ceps, priufquam globi murum attigiflent, ad aliquam sequitatem defeendi po- 
tuiffe: re verb aa extremam deditionis necefiitatem perduda, i vidis condi* 
tiones ferri non debere, fed hos eis uti, quas vidor praeferiberet j fe tamen na- 
turae lenltate ad mifericordiam propenfum, non efte pro eorum mentis, qui vifis 
Solimani fignis portas fuas obftruxifient, poenas exadurum, fi fe fuaque omnia 
ftatim dederent, & ejus mifericordiam experirentur. Atque hunc ita dimittit. 

Hoc refponfo indufis denuntiato, animus fluduare, atque in diverfum trahi 
coepit. Tandem fuperat eorum fententia, qui morti fervitutem praetulilfent i 
fed dux eorum fibi conandum adhuc effe arbitratus, ducenta capita, quae ipfe 
nominafiet, necelfitate fervitutis liberare, remiffo interprete, id enixd conten- 
debat; Sed is ad quadraginta redadis, Bafcianus commmatur, nifi ftatim man- 
datis paruifient, nullam eis poftea colloquii fore poteftatem. Qua denuntiatione 
perculfi municipes, quum aliunde nulla efiet evafio, imperatbniciunt, & por- 
tas obftrudas aperiunt. Erat in eorum numero vir Siculus, cujus infignem ani- 
mi (dicamne fortitudinem, an crudelitatem ?) praetereundam efle non putavii 
Hie contrado apud Gofiranos domicilio, uxore duda, duas ex ea filias fuftule- 
rat : quas viro maturas* ne* quum in poteftatem hoftium incidifient, oculis fu* 
ftinere cogeretur, quod animus ferre non pofiet, ambas gladio trajicit : eandem 
fortunam tulit mater, ad filiarum necem accurrens. Hoc fedo, baliftam 8c fclo- 
petam inftruit, fores domus aflervat, ac hoftibus ad praedam feftinantibus fe ob- 
trudit: duofque audacius progredientes miflilibus appetit & perimit: dtinde 
ftrido gladio reliquos irruentes moratur : donee circunventus confoditur*, hoc 
modo fe & familiam fervituti praeripuit. Caftrum hoftes diripiunt, habentque 
univerfam ad unum multitudinem praedae loco, captivamque ad haves abau- 
cunt. Ea fex millium trecentorum numerum explebat. Bafcianus, ut fidem 
de quadraginta liberandis praeftitifle videretur, quos fenium & adverfo valetu- 
do viribus confecerat, & vinculis eximi ac manumitti juflit. Eorum principem 
injuriam fibi fieri querentem, qubd uni emifius non efiet, expoliatum adohtit 
remigio. His rebus biduo confumpto, caftro incenfo, totaque inful a exinanita^ 
ad reliquam belli adminiftrationem properantes, nadi idoneam tempeftatem* 
ad Africam vela dirigunt. Poft eorum digrelfum, Omedes de cafu Gofirano^ 
rum, & detrimento Melitenfibus illato, Proregem Sicilian certiorem fecit. Sed 
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ut deditionis turpicudinem elueret, evocatis autoribus fibi notis, cdixit, ut per 
totam Europam dimifiis litteris, hanc opinionem in animos hominum infunde- 
rent. Quandiu caftri prsefedus anima exuperaffet, caftrum a periculo longe 
abfuiffe : fed quando fe egiflet quo ufus inciderat, & idu tormentorum elatus 
effet, perculfam deftitutamque miiltitudincm, ad deditioriis confilium deveniffe. 
Haec diffipata fama adeo valuit temporis opportunitate, ut, quum deinceps 
cxponeretur, quo modo res evenifTet, fides fieri non poffet. Aliquo port die- 
rum interjedu, Aramo Legatus orator regius, ad Solimanum Imperatorem iter 
habens, Melitam duabus triremibus 8c una biremi advehitur, & jadis anchoris 
Omedem convenit, eique in cbncilio exponit, qua; a Rege ad eum haberet 
mandata, fuamque operam ex Regis praefcripto ad omnes cafus pollicetur. O- 
medes huic adis gratiis, quanta ad id ufque tempus perpeffus effet, quidque 
adhuc periculi in arcem Tripolitanam imminerec, ampliffime narravit. Ha;c 
autem periculi erat fufpicio, quod ex quo Ca;far Tripolim Equitibus attribue- 
rat, ob fummam a;rarii tenuitatem, hi, qua; deeffent munitionibus, perficere 
non potuiffent. Ea de re, Alneobarbi in Franciam trajedione, Caelarem certio^ 
rem fadum, omnibufque precibus rogatum fuiffe, ut hujus loci curam Equiti- 
bus adimeret, ac in fe reciperet; fed hoc eum refponfum dediffe, Tripolim fine 
Melita feryari non pofie, atque unius falutem in alterius falute confiftere : Equi- 
tes, aut Melita excederent, aut utramque fuftentarent. Poftremo, per excel- 
lens Regis in Equites ftudium, 8c Angular em benevolentiam, Aramo rogatur* 
ut labantem atque inclinatam fulciret militiam : totoque ammo infifteret, ut ab 
itinere ad hoftes diverteret, & ab oppugnatione Tripolitana eos deduceret. 
Quod fi fuo nomine adipifci non poffet, id autorkate regia niteretur. Hoc & 
honori fibi, & Reipublicse Chriftianae commodo futurum. Ut Aramo heri fui 
fidem tarn intimc implorari perfpicit, cujus infignem charitatem erga eum ordi- 
nem paulo ante ad concilium pertulerat: etfi multis rationibus ad iter inilitutum 
trahebatur, ne tamen Omedes queri poffet, tali tempore projedum fe fit defer- 
tum fuiffe, precibus afientit, 6c quantum gratia apud Bafcianum valeret, fe co- 
naturum pollicetur : deque eo quod confequi poffet, fi celox ad hunc ufum tri- 
bueretur, quamprimum fignificaturum. His rebus agitatis, accepta celoce, ad 
Tripolim curfum inftituit. Eo devedus, cernit cannas murales jam in terram 
expofitas, foflafque duci coeptas, quibus hse fine periculo ad muros produce- 
rentur. Non tamen fe abftinuit quin fummis precibus, totoque animi conatu, 
ab oppugnationis fententia Bafcianum deducere contenderet, fed hoc refponfum 
tulit, Equites, amiffa Rhodo, fidem fuam Solimano obftrinxiffe, contra Tur- 
chas arma fe nunquam effe laturos : fed eos, fpreta juris jurandi religione, quum 
a Carolo Gaelare Solimano bellum inferretur, non folum operam conferre, fed 
etiam ipfo quiefceflte, quantum poffent efficere, fuo nomine Turchis moleftiam 
exhibere. Hos noviffime ad African u pa oppidum, magnum Dorguto incom- 
moduria attuliffe : quam injuriam bello perfequi Solimanus decreviffet: eamque 
ob rem maxime clafiem inftruxiffet, ut eos Africa expelleret : hujus non poffe 
mandatum negligi. Aramo, quum propofitum non obtinuiffet, in animo defi- 
git, nullam temporis partem intermiffa navigatione, Solimanum effe fibi adeun- 
dum, ut ab hoc impetraret quod Legatus concedere non poterat. Itaque a Le- 
gato petit, ut fua voluntate id fibi liceat. Hoc ipfe abnuit, fit paucorum die- 
rum moram poftulat, dum expedatur quis eventus obfefios excipiat, Aramo 
fpe profedionis depulfus, quatuor & claffe paffuum millibus naves fuas promo- 
vit: atque ad nptum Bafciani, in anchoris oppugnationis exitum operitur. No- 
ftri, ut confpiciunt operibus hoftes animum intendiffe, cannis fortiffime rem ge- 
runt, ita ut mfolentius progredientes, 8c machinas incautius proferentes, earum 
aliquibus effradis, regredi ultra pilarum jadum compellerent : fit mediocri lati- 
tudine fofias agere, noftrifque obducere, quibus tedi fine periculo in opere ver- 
fiurePtur, machinafque promoverent. Erat hoc eis non difficile, quod ficcaftro 
magna objeda fit planities foli arenacei, 6c fervorum maxima copia valeant. 
Hoc artifido, ufus tormentorum, quibus omnia noftri fperaviffent, interiit. 
Quin imo hoftes effecerunt, ut viis csecis occulti, foffa; caftri fuccedentes, can- 
nas maximas fex 8c triginta, nullo fuo malo, contra arcem collocarent : turn 
fuit ufquequaque noftris iniqua contentio. Caftelli murus csementis luto com- 
padis confirudus eft : turribus ab angulis, angufto fpatio ulterius exporredis, 
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fabuloque refertis congefto. Murum quoque vetuftas lie affecerat, ut ariditate 
lutumin pulverem definens, penitus deflueret: atquc coagmenta lapidum gluti- 
no defticuta dehifeerent, antequam Brachamondus eques Hifpanus, hujus loci 
procurationem adeptus, animadverfum vitium calce obduceret, totumque mu- 
rum dealbaret. Operibus perfeftis, hoftes hoc ordine in adverfum murum 
cannas ftatuerunt. Duodecim eodem temporis articulo ignem concipientes, 
unum omnes impetum faciebant. Mox, dum inanes referciuntur, fequentes 
duodecim, flamma pariter comprehenfa, globos adeandem contufionem, quam 
priores, eodem veftigio ejaculabantur. Protinus ordo tertius hoc exemplo 
erumpebat. Ita eveniebat, quum nulla pars terriporis a pugna intermitteretur, 
ut & murum afflidhim muniendi, & omnino in eo confiftendi facultas eriperetur. 
Foelicitate maxima contigerat, ut quam muri partem hoftes appeterent, ea ef- 
fet fubftrudtionibus & aggere objedto firmiflima: quibus munitionibus, globi 
quum murum trajeciffent, tardabantur. Accedebat, quod globi, fupremum 
foffae labrum trahfvolantes, muri faftigium quafi ad amuflim abradebant, tanta 
inferius altitudine reli&a, quanta ab imo fumma foffae extabant labra : quae alti- 
tudo, quodfcalas non admittebat, noftris rhaximum folatium praebebat. Erat 
incluforum in numero, Provincialis Cavaglionenfis, qui longamotus ejus regio- 
nis confuetudine, a Chriftiana religione defecerat : & mercede jamdiu noftrorum 
confilia hoftibus efferebat. Hie feu loco timeret, feu padlione cum hoftibus ita 
conveniffet, ad eOs transfugit: cognitifque antea caftelli omnibus incommodis, 
quid in munitionibus perfect urn non effet, quaque murus attentandus effet, ho- 
ftibus enuntiat: illi hoc audito, quo is indicaverat, tormenta provexerunt. 

Partem indicio cognitam Principis habitat id imbecillam reddiderat j haec enim 
caftri moenia contingit, eundemque cum caftro murum habet. Supremum do- 
mus tabulatum, receptui Principis erat accommodatum. Cui fubjedlum fpatium* 
ufui cellae promptuarbe erat attributum: hinefiebat, ut nullis ftrudtionibus, aut 
aggefta terra, ea pars moenium firmaretur. Oftendimus fumma foffae labra ab 
imo folo tantum exurgere, ut quum globi tranfmifli murum ad libram difeute- 
rent, ipfius tamen labefadiati fummitatem fealse produdlae pertingere non pof- 
fent. Hoc, ne hoftium, muri infimi fubruendi propofitum impediret, ii, ef- 
foffa quantum fibi fatis effe vifum eft terra, & egefta, ufque eo cannas demife- 
runt, ut certiflime locum a perfuga notatum attingerent. Intentos operi tege- 
bat foffae paries olim a Caefarianis adverfo caftro tranfdudlus, ut arenas in foffam 
profluentes fifteret; hie paries, ut ignis cannis admovetur, dejicitur, & ad 
muros globi perveiliunt, eofque brevi tempore perfodiunt: pars muri fuperior, 
habitatione principis, cellaeque teftudine muro innitente aggravata, frequenti 
commotione ccfepit procumbere. Huic periculo quum noftri milites nullum re- 
medium invenirent, tantus eis timor, tantaque animi perturbatio inceflit, ut 
palam & aperte, projedtis armis, ab officio difeederent: & fpem extremam 
falutis in deditionis fubfidio collocantes, ita per honeftiflimds fui generis inter fe 
colloquerentur, debere fefuae falutis ratiortem habere: quoad licuerat, fe fatis 
officio feciffe ; re verb defperata & perdita, non eis effe fucCenfendum, fi fibi 
confilium caperent. Gafpar Valerius Allobrox, vir a prima pubertate, ob ani- 
mi praeftantiam perpetuamque vitae foelicitatem, ab Equitibus maximo in ho- 
nore femper habitus, & propterea gravi hoc tempore, caftelli imperio prae- 
fedtus fuerat. Is re cognita, advocato facerdote, in templum concefferat, ut 
confeflionis religione confcientiam fuam expiaret, & inde fecurius periculum 
iniret, fuoque exemplo milites in officio contineret, in hoc occupatum nonnulli 
eorum qui inter milites primas tenebant interrumpunt. Exponunt, milites lie 
animis cecidiffe, ut priftinae virtutis immemores, neque vi, neque pudore retk 
neri potuiffent, quominus murum cuftodiis vacuum contra imperium deferuif- 
fent : eorumque rem rediiffe, ut fervi quatuor, catenis vindti, qui murus fuffof- 
fus erat, ad hoftes transfugiffent. Valerius rei iniquitate permotus Equites ac- 
cerfit, apud quos fe in tantis malis derelidtum queritur, ac de falute communi 
orat & obfecrat, ut operum aliquam rationem inftituant, quibus averfo periculo 
milites fe colligerent, & ad dimicandum animum reciperent. Poefius Francus, 
maximi vir animi, ufu rerum & temporis prierogativa cseteris anteibat. Hie 
pro fociis verba facit, & militibus contumelious vodbus caftigatis, auod tam 
leviter animo defecerant, oftendit rem noli ita profligatam effe, fi ad fe redi- 
rent, ut fpes nulla falutis fupereffet. Inde advenire fe, qub effet illatum dam- 
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num : cellatn promptuariam, quamvis magno labore, cito tamcn refici poffe, fi 
ftudium adhiberetur: & fornicem, cujus cafum praecipue formidarent, afferi- 
bus & lublicis fubje&is fuffulciri, dum cella compleretur. Praeterca turrim non 
e longinquo ad earn pattern fpe&are, qua hoftibus effet in arcem invadenduim 
Inde ad fornicem foliam ducere licere, & hanc ab labris vallo intercludere, ne 
proruentes holies fe diffunderent : fed conferti; & intra foffae anguftias coattij 
ad turrim retti pervenirent. Hue, fi quicquid erat tormentorum, conferretur, 
& in adverfos hoftes objiceretur, certifiimo fore ad eos propulfandos femedio. 
Quinetiam fi ad ipfas muri ruinas res gerenda effet, virtuti tamerl locum non 
defore : quod quandiu hoftes cum noftris manum confererent, ebrum Cannae k 
pugna fuperfederent* ne utrique pariter protererentur. Denique praeftare, forti- 
ter pugnando, vita cum honore defungi, quam hoftium crudeliffimorum arbi- 
trio deditos, ad fupplicium fummofque cruciatus trahi. In earn fententiam, 
hoc, Equitum, fuoque nomine profitetur, fi.fe milites ad priftinam alacritatem 
revocarent, & Equitibus pugna defellis vellent fuccedere, fefe primum hoftium 
impetum laturos. Hunc dicentem arcis Argozilus Hifpanus, maxim ae inter 
milites autoritatis, interpellat, Francorum & Hifpanorum longe diverfam effe 
rationem: Francos amicitia & foedere cum Turchis conjunftos, quibufeum 
bella continentia Hifpanis intercederent. Item quotquot effent caftro conclufi, 
Hifpanos, aut aliunde ex Caefaris effe ditione, paucis except is Francis, quibus 
regiae naves hoftilibus admixtae profugio paterent. Ea fiducia, Poefium hanc 
animi praefentiam oftentare, fed Caefarianis certain effe perniciem paratam, nifi 
tempori fibi profpicerent. Brevem effe confulendi occafionem, quum ufque ad 
vefperam murus ftare non poffet, nifi hoftes pugnae finem facerent. Quod fi 
vel diutius oppugnatio fuftineretur, fpe tamen auxiliorum militibus adempta, 
hoftibus tandem cedendum effe, atque invitam deditionem fubeundam. Affen- 
tiunt qui aderant Equites Hifpani, Tribunus militum & Quaeftor: quique mi- 
litum nomine convenerant. Quibus iratus Poefius, convitiis Argozilum pro- 
fequutus, i concilio fe fubducit: atque, Agite, inquit, Equites ut lubet: hac 
ccrte re calamitatem meam eonfolabar, quod me mihtiae noftrae officium integer- 
rime praeftitiffe affirmare potero. Hunc reliqui Franci, & unicus Germanus, 
qui cum eo advencrant, confequuntur. Eorum difeeffu his de rebus agitur li- 
berius. Quae Argozilus propofuerat, plenius & uberius repetit : ac tot viro- 
rum, foeminarum & puerorum periculo Valerium ad miferationem cohortatun 
quibus omnibus, fi caftrum irruptione caperetur, miferam fervitutem aut mor- 
tem crudelifiimam pati neceffe effet. Dum adhuc aliquid fpei reftabat, ad ali- 
quam compofitionis aequitatem hoftes adduci poffe : qui, fi expeftaretur, dum 
radicitus murus convullus effet, nulla erant pofthac ufuri pacis conditione. Va- 
lerium Poefii oratio anxium detinebat, & k concionis judicio diftradlum ad pug* 
nae cogitationem revocabat. Sed eo acrius commemoratione periculi, ex mifi- 
tum metu, k perterritis urgetur. In earn occafionem dux novorum deleftuum 
dejerat, fuae non effe poteftatis, ut vel unum ex fiiis ad muri cuftodiam adigeret. 
Qua periculi repreefentatione Valerius adducitur, ut mittendum effe putet, qui 
murum dirutum, quaeque de operum ratione Foefius differuiffet, diligenter in- 
fpiceret. Huic rei Guivarrus Hifpanus praeficitur, cui propter aetatem, & rei 
militaris feientiam milites plurimum triouebant. Is refert damnum opiniono 
majus acceptum effe, neque contra talem tormentorum impetum, ad noftem 
murum poffe confiftere: longum & impeditum fibi videri quod Poefius often- 
derat. His in concilio agitatis, ut jam omnia Valerium deficere viderentur, 
hunc impellunt, ut e muro fitda fignificatione, hoftes ad colloquium evocentur. 
Accurrentes interrogantur, an liceret obfefiis ad Bafcianum de compofitione 
legatos mittere. Dum affertur refponfum, de conditionibus deditionis in con* 
cifio difputatur. Hie tandem omnium fententiarum fuit exitus, fi omnibus ad 
unum pax effet, atque incolumibus excedere concederetur, & ad tranfmitten- 
dum naves attribuerentur, caftrum reli&um iri. His cum Bafciano tradandis 
conditionibus Hilpani duo delegantur, unus Eques, qui fuorum nomine pro- 
mitteret r alter Guivarrus, cujus fupra mentionem habuimus. Hi fa^ta pote- 
ftate, ad hoftes proficifcuntur, quaeque habeant mandata, exponunt. Bafcia- 
nus his auditis, hac lege quo cuperent fe defeenfurum effe pronuntiat, fi de onv 
nibus impenfis fibi latisfieret. Legati, multis rationibns propofitis, quibus 
fumptuum rationem non habendam effe contendebant> expenfas reftitui poffe 
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negmt : quumque Bafcianum mini me moverent, re infeda ad caftrum fe refe- 
runt. Hos Dorgutus Raifius confpicatus, vana delufos pollicicatione remora- 
tur, dum 4 Bafciano rediret. Ad quern quutn fe contuliflet, monet ne fua fpon- 
te deditionem maturantes repelleret, eis omnia liberaliter promitteret, & quum 
fibi liceret, ad libitum concederet : ne a praecifa fpe mifericordiae ad animi 
fortitudinem recurrentes, ultimam neceflitatem experirentur. Murorum mag- 
na jam parte dejeda, fi reliquam labefacere perfeveraret, caftrum expugnatum 
maximo labore refedum iri ; & periculum fore, ne poft claflis perfedionem, 
ejus reftituendi facultatem Csefar praeriperet. Hac monitione, mutata fenten- 
tia, Bafcianus Legatos revocari jubet. Reverfos verborum illecebris irretit, 
ut credant Salaraifio & Dorguto fe remififie quod de fumptibus repraefentandis 
ante conftituerat : atque horum gratia, quam obfefii pacts conditionem obtu- 
liflent, ratam habere: utque magis falleret, vanam jurisjurandi religionem' 

? c*r caput heri Solimani, did is adjungit, atque in fraudem illedos ita dimittit. 
los cominus infequitur homo inter Bafciani domcfticos exquifitus, qui Valeri- 
um advocaret, ut cum Bafciano de navibus pro capitum numero praeparandis 
'tranfigeret ; quod fi Valerius haefitaret, atque egredi dubitaret, aflingeret ex- 
quifitus ille, fe obfidis loco remanfurum : interim fingulorum obfervaret vul- 
tus, quid fiducise pras fe ferrent. Intromiflus, Valerio legationem exponit, & 
cundanti verbis affert confidentiam, ac de Bafciano docet non efle metuendum* 
ne promiffb non fatisfaceret, quum fidem jurejurando per caput heri aftrinxif- 
fet, quod ei nationi omnium graviflimum & fandiflimum efle folet. Sumpto 
ad reipondendum fpatio, Valerius rem ad concilium defert : variae dicuntur fen- 
tentiae : hue tamen omnium fpedabat exitus, ex temporis & rerum iniquitate 
confilium capi oportere. Eo calamitatis fe redados elie, ut hoftium manus ef- 
fugere non poflent, fed eorum navibus fibi efle tranfeundum. Itaque praefiare 
untus periculo experiri quid eflet in eis conftantiae & fidei, quam expedare dum 
univerfi poteftatem fui facientes fide non fervata perirent. Eos, homines bar- 
baros, iracundos & fuperbos efle. Si Valerius ad colloquium invitatus prodire 
recufaret, hoc occafionis loco fumptum iri fidei violandas, cui credendum efle 
non duxifient. Secundum haec Valerius diferimini fe committit, & Equitem 
ex domefticis vias comitem adfeifeit •, ut fi quid contra fidem accidiflet, per hunc 
reliqui fadi certiores fibi confulerent. Quetn obfidiis loco retinere poterat, 
noluit : ut majorem fiduciae fignificationem ederet. Sed ubi ad Bafciani taber- 
naculum appropinquarunt, pr*currit ille, & enuntiat, unde veniret, omnes 
efle perturbatos : utquurrtvultu metum nontegerent, non fuerit judicare diffi-> 
rile, eis videri nihil longius, quam ex quibus premerentur anguftiis evadere : fi 
Bafcianus pergeret, quae cuperet, omnia confequuturum. Hoc intelledo Ba- 
fcianus, Valerium acri excipit objurgatione, quod in tantum contemptum ipfi 
veniflet Solimani claflis, ut inftar alicujus ftabuli caftrum contra hanc armis tue- 
ri in animo habuiflet } hoc eum fado extrema omnia commeruifle : verumta- 
men fi fumptus qui in caftelli oppugnatione fadi eflent, rependeret, ipfi igno- 
tum iri : id fi non faceret, obfelfos impenfarum loco haberi oportere. Hoc 
edido Valerius perturbatus, padionem initam proponit, fidemque fibi datam 
requirit : cujus fi Bafcianum pceniteat, ut rem infedam efle velit, hoc fe con- 
tentum efle, fibi modo reverti liceat, unde fide publica vocatus advenerat* 
Hoc ei negato, aegre permittitur, ut vise comitem ad fuos remitteret rei nun- 
tiandae caula: quo miflo, ipfe ad naves traducitur, & in vincula conjicitur. 
Qua re per nuntium cognita, varius obfeflis inceflit dolor. Quumque non fa- 
tis animo complederentur, quo fe a tarn repentina & acerba calamitate averte- 
rent, ludu & querelis diem confumentes, fui muniendi diligentiam omittebant : 
atque ab Equitibus milites incitati vexatique convitiis, defixo ad terram vultu, 
flentes in tabernaculis cum uxoribus & liberis abditi, fuam perniciem mifere- 
bantur : neque ulla rattone obtineri potuit, ut ad dimicandi propofitum ani- 
mum adverterent. Poftero die, prima luce, idem qui nuntium infauftum at* 
tulerat, ad hoftes remittitur, ut intelligeretur an Bafcianus de duritia quicquam 
imminuiflet: fimul Valerius a Bafciano accerfitus interrogatur, an probaret diei 
fuperioris edidum de obfidionis fumptibus reprsefentandis. Cui Valerius capi- 
tis diminutionem objedans, oftendit nullam fe pofle fententiam dicere, nifi 
quam juflus eflet, feque cum libertate caftri prasfeduram & imperium amififle, 
parvique referre, Bafcianam fandiorem probaret, an improbaret, quum am- 
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plius nullus fui refpedus haberctur : fi tamen adhuc fibi quicquam juris reli- 
quum effet, impelli fe nunquam pofle, ut cenferet aut fuaderet aliam deditio- 
nis legem fubeundam, atque legatorum padionibus conveniflet. Ne haec fen- 
tentiae conftantia ad obfeflos perlata, eos ab inftituto conlilio deterreret, rem- 
que ad priftinam belli rationem revocaret, pauca Bafcianus cum fuis colloquu- 
tus, eadem ufus fimulatione de omnibus liberandis, huic dexteram prehendit, 
atque arridens : Nunc, inquit, extra omnem exceptionem, pollicita confirma- 
mus : diuturna obf?fiione, & animi fufpenfione languentes tandem ad liberta- 
tem evoca. Valerius femel deceptus, fluxae fidei parum credens, hanc in fe 
provinciam nop recepit, fed vocato incluforum nuntio : Huic, inquit, here, 
quae jubes, praecipe, imperio fortuna me dejecit. Quod ergo per Valerium 
fecere non potcft Bafcianus, per nuntium exequitur. iflps advpcat, eifque ni- 
hil nocitum iri fide fua efle jubet, atque per caput Solimani dejerat. Nuntius 
hac pnuftus vanitate, ad fuos prpperat, & nuntium effundit. Hoc audito, 
metu fe milites expediunt, ac laetitia geftientes exitum parare incipiunt. Quum- 
que Equites confideratius exitum fieri oportere pronuntiaflent, milites quic- 
quid temporis intercederet, hoc libertatem fuam morari & impedire arbitrati,. 
concurfu ad portas fadto, conferti cum uxoribus & liberis, caftro fe praecipites 
agunt. Hoftes turmatim ante portas difpofiti, ut emigrantes exciperent & 
depraedarentur : id faciunt, omnibufque rebus, quas quifque charifiimas abftu- 
liflet, expoliatos, praedae Joco ad naves abducunt. Mauros ducentos, qui, ex 
quo tempore Tripolim Equites adepti fuerant, horum fidem femper erant fe- 
quuti, interficiunt ; pars Equitum expoliata, ad Bafcianum deducitur, reliquis 
ad naves abreptis : quibus vifis Valerius Bafciano fidem objicit : fed hie cum 
canibus fidem fe non colere refpondet: tamque fibi liberum efle promifla non 
exolvere, quam illis fidem Solimano Rhodi juratam fefelliffe. Hoftes caftro. 
potiti, acclamationibus, fuo more, & cannarum ftrepitu in coelum editis, vi- 
ftoriam concelebrant. Hue Aramo accedit, & Equites humi proftratos in- 
fpe&ans, mifericordia coipmotus, ad Valerium procedit, eumque quibus po- 
teft verbis ex tempore confolatur. Hoc perafto, fidem a Balciano violatam 
intelligit, & obnixe rogatur, ut ab eo contendat, fi fidem integre non fervaret, 
numerum tamen a fe praeferiptum impleret. E ducentis, quibus initio paftio- 
ftum ultro miflionem fpoponaerat, perpaucos vinculis exemerat. Aramo huic 
operam fuam profeffus, ad Bafcianum fe confert, narrat quag de fide non fervata 
Valerius opponeref. Hie item fide ad Equitibus Solimano frafta fe protegit. 
Vix tandem obtinetur, ut ducentis catenae demerentur. Quin etiam ut ad Go- 
firam faftum demonftravimus, fenio confedi, & ad rem gerendam inutiles ab- 
folvuntur, Equitibus Hifpanis aflervatis, aliquot Francis adolefcentibus ad- 
mixtis. Qui ut vinculis lolverentur, pecunia Bafcianum Aramo expugnavit, 
atque illos lolutos fuis navibus impofuit. Ad portus introitum, mediocri ab arce 
intervallo, olim Caefariani poll urbem a fe captam turrim excitaverant ; haec 
uni ex Francis Equitibus triginta militym praefidio cuftodienda commifla fuerat. 
Hoftes, caftro potiti, hanc etiam quum expugnare pararent, ad eafdem artes, 
quibus Valerium fefellerant, confugiunt-, fed is eorum fidei minime confifus, 
rem confulto tradandis conditionibus extrahit, dum naviculam nancifcitur, in 
quam univerfo contubernio impofito, ad Aramonis naves perveniret. His re- 
bus geftis, Aramo fada poteftate, naves folvit, & Tripolis reliquias Melitam 
trajicit. Harum appulfu, cafu Tripolis cognito, & cum Gofiranorum pernicie 
collato, Omedes animo graviter laborare coepit, & rationem inire quo modo 
iis de rebus Cagfari fe purgaret, ut culpa vacare crederetur ; hunc vero quae 
angebat ratio potiftima erat, quod annis fuperioribus, quum relatum elfet, 
Caefar, te nolle Tripolis cuftodiam Equitibus remittere, indidis & peradis co- 
mitiis folennibus, omnibus cautionibus fancitum fuerat, ut reliquis curis poft- 
habitis, in unam rem Tripolitanam incumberetur, & ftatim ac per opportunita- 
tem liceret, eo militia transferretur v interim quotannis Equites quinquaginta 
tranfmitterentur, donee ad univerfitatem deventum eflet : quod tamen Omede 
prohibente fieri non potuerat : Pontificis maxim i beneficio conceffum eft mili- 
tise principibus, ut fineulis quinquenniis, cujufque provinciae definitas poflefli- 
on.es vacua?, quibus vilum fit commendare, & ab eo qui fuerit audus ea libe- 
ralitate, anni unius proventum exigere. Hac tamen lege id eft impetratum, 
ut exadam pecuniam ex aequo Princeps cum aejario partiatur, & aequa pars in 
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caftrorpm munitionibys collocetur. Novemdecim provinciis militiam copftare 
planum eft, triaque poft injtum principatum quinquennia Omedi affluxifie, qui- 
bus & rem fuam familiarem genufque auxit ampliflime, 6c facultates magnas 
serario fraudato comparavit, domuipquc avertit. Ei rei Tripolitan® munitio- 
n's magnum impedimentum attulifient: led ne, Csefar, ipfi Tripolitanum exci- 
dium afcriberes, hoc ille modo prascurrendum efle putavit. Familiaribus ali- 
quot nominatim evocatis, 6c in cellam aedium occuldorem retrufis, quod aliis 
prfefentibus fermojies fuo? jadari nollet, graviter apud eos fadum fuum queri- 
tur, quod Aratponis animp non ita probe fibi perfpedo 6c cognito, hunc ta- 
m?n ad Turchas allegaflet, qui tametfi £ militias rationibus alienuip animum 
non gereret, erat nihilominus fpla praffeptia dedidonis caufam praebiturus : quod 
inclu.fi navium ejus lubfidio confifi, erant contentions pertinaciam & ftudium 
d-pofituri. Quin etiaip credibile efte, Aramonem fuae gentis foedere cum Tur- 
clurum napone, rerumque communicatione follicicatum, Valerio Franco defe- 
ctions. autorem fuifle, atque ita ejus alacritatem repreffiffe ; (cujus torpore & 
tarditate milites addudi, ad dedidonis conditiones defcendilfent) hoc percon- 
tationibus elici 6c fciri pofle. Etenim omnibus mirum videri quinque omnino 
diebus, quibus eo ventum fit;, arcem yalidiflirnam expugnatam effc. Hoc feu 
diceret, quod fraudem admiflam efle crederet, feu verecundia dudus, quod 
defpedoconcilii judicio mature Tripolis periculo praevertere recufaffet, quoni- 
am compertum non habeo, pro certo ponere nolut. Qui ei fermoni intererant, 
ut fe afientiri comprobarent, de fuo quifque addit, quae ad rem pertinere ar- 
bitrator, deniqne ratiocinaponibus in multam nodem extradis concluditur, in 
Valerium quaeftionem decerni oportere : fed hoc negotium in Aramonis difcef- 
fum efle ditferendum : interim dum ipfe navibus portum occupat, claufis caftri 
januis. toto muro cuftodias diffundi, ne quid clsim cum Francis commolitus, ex 
infidiis caftrum occuparet. H®c occulce ftruda techna fexpere coepit latius, 
atque altc.ri ab altero quafi per manus tradita certo autore occultato, quum 
plures autores efiV viderentur, ac de fuo quifque femper aliquid adderet, fic 
auda eft, yt caftri ipuniendi caula animo diffimulato magnus poftridie ad Ome- 
dem Equitum 6c militum fieret concurfus. H®c ad Aramonem amicorum in- 
d|cip pervenerant v is tamen animi cpnfcientia 6c domeftico fretus judicio, in 
concilium fe conferre deliberat, ut redderet a fe fufcept® procurations ratio- 
nem. Adeuntem Qmedes magna hominum frequentia excipir, & juxta fe affi- 
de^e facit. Turn Aramo exponit, ut fupra oftendimus, de caftro expugnan- 
do quae Bafcianus a Sofimano mandata habuiffet, 6c, ut hunc ab inftituto dedu- 
ceret, quantum ipfe conatus eflet : quidve refponfi abftulififec ; deinde ejus per- 
fidia memorata, aflerit fe omnino afiequi non potuifle, ut alia lege, qui in vin- 
culis erant Equites, abfolverentur, quam ut trjginta, qui ad Melitam intercepti 
fuerant Turch®, itidem libertate donarentur : cujus rei a Valerio promifike E- 
quitum precibus fidejufi'or extitifiet. Proinde rogare ut apud fe bona fide de- 
ponerentur, ne Bafcianus de eo queri poflec : multa addit ad Equitum excula- 
tionem, debilitati loci culpam calamitatis attribuens. Qua oratione fuam indi- 
ligentiana tangi Omedes fufpicatus, paucis, & fubfrigide agit ei gratias, 6c con- 
feftim fpe recipiendorum captivorum repellit ad Valerium^c focios hac excufa- 
tione rejeftum, quod captivi prceda eorum effent, & quibus capti fuerant : nec 
aliter haberi eos pofie, quam pecunia redemptos. Mi flo ad vefperam concilio, 
qui pridie fecreti fuerant participes, in conclave ab eo fevocantur ; ubi de fu- 
Ipicionibus 6c ratione perficiendi plenius agitur 6c liberius : fed de Francis labo- 
ratur, qua arte capi poffint, ut dolos non fentiant; haic enim natio numero 
plurimum valet, quae fi illorum propofito adverfa fuiffet, magnam difficultzt- 
tem attuhfiet. In earn rem hie munitnr aditus. Homines idonei deliguntur, 
qui viros primarios fingulatim prenfent 6c doceant, nifi in dedititios fumma 
feveritate exemplum ederetur, quantum militias dedecus allatura eflet TrL- 
polis dpditio. Francorum nationem fic femper meruifle, ut nullam unquam 
ignpminiam fuftinuerit. Nunc vero magno Reipublicae Chriftianas detri- 
mepto accidifle, ut qui Tripolis imperium obtinebat Francus, relido lo- 
co fibi demandato, ab hofte vocatus : quo ex fado arcis deditio fequuta 
fit. Quum in, primis laudi ftqdeaot Franci, eorum. efle hoc acrius inftare, 
ut caula cognita de eo ftatueretur: ne ea parte negleda aut impedita, ad- 
miffae tur,pitudinis coqfcii fuifle crederentur. Rem. concionis arbitrio per- 
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mittere, unicum ad omnem tollendam fiifpicionem effe remedium, ut fi ne- 
ceffitate, quod quidem credibile eft, locum defertum fuiffe conftitiffet, defer- 
tores optimatum fententiis abfolverentur. His rebus ita concinnatis, primum 
invaduntur aulici, quod Omedis gratiam pras caeteris omnibus rebus fedari cre- 
derentur; hi capti laudis imagine, & pollicitationibus circunventi fleduntur, ut 
fpe principes fore ad Valerii noxam perfequendam profiteantur. Qui apud eum 
ordinem Francorum nomine appellantur, diligentiae Iaudem reliquis praeripiunt, 
procurant ut fuorum provincialium concio indicatur. Quumque permulti con- 
veniffent, & princeps eorum non adeffet, quaeritur k fenioribus quo impulfore, 
& qua de re coiviffent. Ad hoc quum nemo refpondiffet, re infeda congre- 
gate dilabi e concione incipiebant: fed illi quaefita & illata caufa recedentes re* 
tinent, & caeteros feftivos, & jocis intentos, ut cujufque natura & ingenium 
ferebat, ad excidii Tripolitani mentionem convertunt. Commemorant edido 
principali ftatutum effe, ut univerfas provinciae generatim cogerentur, & una- 
quaeque certurti quempiam deligeret, qui Valerium Tripolis defertorem ad fup- 
plicium depofceret •, non fibi committendum effe, ut poftremi ad earn rem fuiffe 
dicerentur, ne defertionis crimen protegere viderentur. Hoc univerfi non pro- 
bant, quod acCufationes ejufmodi & expoftulariones ad adorem publicum po- 
tius pertineant ; effetque adhuc inauditum, Equites fuo nomine eo munere 
fundos effe. Hue tamen vario fermone pervenitur, eligi certe poffe, non qui 
adoris partes impleret, fed qui ab Omeae poftularet, ut Valerium in concilio 
caufam dicere cogeret, cur hoftibus ceffiffet, locumque dereliquiffet ; hoc qui- 
dem fummis precibus Valerium contendere, fed ei minime refponderi. Rem 
novam non temere tentandam effe: Francorum nationem ab omni criminis fu- 
fpicione ferrrper integram extitiffe: quam Iaudem non omnes reliquae nationes 
poffent ufurpare. Rhodi contigiffe, ut ex Hifpanis unus proditionis infimula- 
tus, coque nomine damnatus, poenas daret ; non fortaffe fore omnibus injucun- 
dum. Francos famas jadura Hifpanis exaequari: fecundum hanc fententiam fuf- 
fragiis adlegitur qui deliberata ad Omedem perferat. Hoc ille audito Franco- 
rum diligentiam pluribus extollit verbis : verum id negotii in Aramonis difeef- 
fum prorogat. Aramo rem frumentariam expediebat, cui rei infumpta tridui 
mora, ab iniquis dicebatur confulto tempus extrahere, dum Turchae adventa- 
rent, ut rem Melitanam cum Tripolitana conjungeret. Poft ejus profedionem, 
Omedis praecepto, nationes generatim congregatae, fingulos accufatores nuncu- 
pant, qui defertionis crimine Valerium accerferent, & poenas expeterent. Hoc 
autem caufa cognita fieri, petentibus Francis, Odavii Fernefi exemplum de 
Colorgnae arcis pnefedo opponitur ; quern poft arcem amiffam Fernefius ad 
fufpendium indida caufa adegerat. Auditis omnium expoftulationibus decer- 
nitur, ut Valerius, & qui aflenfu confilium ejus comprobaffent, caufam dice- 
rent e vinculis. Quaftioni tribus Equitibus nominatis adjungitur Auguftinus 
Combus Melitenfis, quern ex infima fortuna & vili plebe ad honeftum dignita- 
tis gradum Omedes evexerat. Qui adoris publici officio fiingeretur, & in reos 
teftes conftitueret, ac delegatos inftigaret, ex Omedis animo conquifitus Hif- 
panus praeficitur. Hoc urgente Valerius in vincula conjicitur, Casfareae ditio- 
nis Equitibus armatis undique confluentibus, & ne fpiculatoris manus effugeret, 
fimul carceri cuftodes admoventur. Jam non ut prius ulla modeftia ; fed agun- 
tur omnia raptim atque turbate: palamque Valerius proditionis infimulatur. 
Franci, etfi hanc in fe calumniam cudi perfpiciebant, armis tamen jus fuum exe- 
I qui nolebant : ne diceretur eorum contentio hue fpedafle, ut res examini de- 

mandata & permiffa, teftibus non conficeretur. Cum Piglino Italorum duce 
vetus Villaga^noni intercedebat amicitiae neceffitudo. Is Piglinus, quod asre 
alieno plurimum premeretur, militias legibus a dignitatibus arcebatur: requein 
controverfiam adduda, quern nunc tenet dignitatis gradum, ab Omedis libe- 
ralitate acceperat ; ob quae merita & ei plurimum fidit Omedes, & propter 
amoris affedum plurimum tribuit. Villagagno antiquam fuam confuetudinem 
fatis effe caufae ad eum adeundum judicans, docet quam infolenter, quantoque 
t feditionis cum periculo gefta res effet: vifos fuiffe qui non folum Valerium 

male haberent, fed etiam Regem, ejufque Legatum probris effent infedati. 
Hoc quoniam eft ab omni ingenuitatis & honeftatis officio alienum, priuf- 
quam res magis ad perniciem inclinaret, ab Omede reprimi debere. Quum- 
que apud eum gratia tantum poffet, eumque amicitiae locum teneret, pe- 
tit, 
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tit, ut pro fua in Francos benevolentia, & publics concordia, in hanc 
rem, fuam autoritatem interponere non gravetur. Affercbat infuper Villa- 
gagno multas fui jodicii rationes, cur in Valeripm decreta iraprobarct : 
quarum hare erat juftiflima.. Quum caftdlt infirmitas milkibus timoris cau- 
fam prasbuiflet, atque hinc accepts calamitas prorfus emanaret, tamen in 
Equites, quibus ad virtutem nulla res defuerat, omni$ ignominia incadre mi- , 
litibus devolveretur, praefta re, utut res effet, lie evulgare, qu4m Equitibus, 
viris fortiflimis, labem turpicudinis immeritam inurere. Etenim munitionis 
imbecillitatem & vitium, aerarii tenuitate & paupertate excufari, at injuftam 
Equitibus maculam elui nunquam poffe. Neque etiam accideret quin Princi- 
pum Chriftianorum animos in Equites hoc fadum irritaret, Regis pracipud : 
quod libi fuaeque genti per calumniam &fraudem tantam infamiam irrogari gra- 
viter laturus effet : fimul Caefarem, qui fuo nomine jam Francos odiffet, perfi- 
diae delarionibus aurem libenter accommodaturum, eaque oblata caufa odio 
majore in eos exarfurum. Quorum principum iracundia, ut erant militiae res 
inter fe communes & confufae, communi quoque damno erat omnes paritqr af- 
fedura : neque uni parti noceri poffe, quin id alterius fieret incommodo. Pi- 
glinus, ubi amifii caftelli culpam in defidiofam & inertem adminiftrationem, aut 
per avaritiam opera negata averti fenfit, hoc telum in Omedem intendi con- 
jedura colligens iracuridiam non tenuit. Ilium quoque veteres inimicitiae ex 
judicialis controverfi* moleftia fufceptae incitabant. Poll Rhodi cladem, uf- 
que ad Omedis tempera triremium imperii fumma ad Italos refpexerat, ut diu- 
tipa pofieffione, quafi fuo jure hoc honoris libi vendicarent : atque vetante & 
contradicente Omede quaelitum efle defenderent. Re ad Pontificem delata, 
mult is ultrb citrdque expolitis rationibus, agenre Valerio, & Romae ob earn 
procurationem confident e, Itali caufa ceciderunt ; hujus diligcntiae memoria & 
incommodo Piglinus vehementius incendebatur, & hac temporis opportuni- 
tate fpem doloris ukifeendi oblatam e manibus amitti dolebat, ut in has voces 
ferretur : Non, inquit, ei culpse, cui tu cladem impingis, fed uni Valerio ac- 
ceptam feras. Turn apud fuos glorians : Nos Rhodi muros pend dejedos* 
urbe etiam capca dimidia, objedis tamen cratibus ac paucis fudibus animo in- 
frado defendimus : ft lie faciendum Valerius fibi propofuiffet, nunc tanto no- 
ftro incommodo hoftes caftro non potirentur ; fed hie nonnulla fpe fretus, ho- 
ftem ad colloquium afeivit, & fortuna pugnae nontentata, turpiter fe dedidit. 
In hunc animadvert! neceffe eft, li Caefari, ad quern maxime pertinet cladis in- 
commodum, velimus effe purgati. Huic refpondet Villagagno, quod Rhodum 
pene everfam, fortiffime tamen defenfam effe objedaret : ea re militum virtu- 
tem & animi conftantiam pacefacere. At Equitibus ad Tripolim longe aliter 
eveniffe, qui 4 militibus deftituti, vix ad triginta redadi, hoftibus pares efle 
non potuiffent. Quod verb de fatisfaciendo Caefari fubjiceret, a fe npn impro- 
bari, fi modefba & aequicas adhibeatur: fed infontem pro noxio pcenas dare, 
aut qui per ignaviatn & animi imbecillitatem offendiliet, proditionis crimine 
damnari, rem effe improbi & iniqui judicii : atque adeo hoc injuftioris, quod 
ex Aramonis Legati praefentia confido crimine, Regis quoque optimi, optimd 
de militia meriti, exiftimatio laederecur. Hoc refponfo Piglinus excan defeens, 
adjurgia fe comparabat: cujus rei vieandae caufa inde Villagagno fe fubduxit. 
Jam rumoribus percrebuerat Julium Pontificem & Caefarem jundis copiis Par- 
mam & Mirandulam obfidere, atque Henricum Regem beUo laceffcre 1 , hinc 
occalionem nonnulli captantes quoquoverfus dimiffis litteris, exponunt Araino- 
nem Francos Tripolim imperi© praefedos corrupiffe, ut ex convento Turchis 
arcem proderent: ipfumque poftea Melitam redrifle, ut hatic fimileru ad cafum 
adigeret: Omedem de proditpribus fuppHcium fumere conantep^ 4 Francis 
claufum & obfeflum teneri. Hse litter* in vulgus editae, maximi ad ©dia in 
Francos exchanda momenti fucrunt: adeoque res broceffit, ut per impqrii pro- 
vincias, Francum aliquem dici, ad fupplipium fatis effe caufe crederetur. Eas 
impofturas fovebat judicii in Valerium conftkuti formula. Omedes grayibus pce- 
nis edixerat nequis ante fententiam prortuntiatam pro Valerio fupplicaret, aut 
ejuscaufam ageret : fed in eum cujufque generis teflres adipitterentur, neque 
ullus effet fkmt^refpeAus. Atque ut major effet ad ftruendam calumniaip li- 
centia, vlolads legibus, obtjnetur, ne diduri teftimpnium reo praeferite jurare 
cogerentur, neve lato teftimonio revocarentur, ut id repeterent atque confir- 
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marent. Praeterea fiquis, quod cum eo privatas gererec inimicitias, aut alia 
caufa a judicio legibus arcebatur, ille de hoc fupplkans, expulfis camen propter 
bencvolentiae opinionem nonnullis, rejicitur. His rebus a&or publicus confir- 
matus ad facinus audendum impellitur. Ex omnibus qui Tripoli fuerant 
ekportati, paucorum egentium '& perditorum deledum habet, cofque dodos 
quid pro teftimonio aicenduiti eflet, pollicitationibus ad id ferendum per- 
licit. Dominicus Cubillanus, Hifpanus, cui aliquando falfi damnato brachiis 
poll: tergum religatis praecipitii poena erat irrogata, teftis cooptatur ; Vanegas 
item Hifpanus, qui, abjurata reltgione, filios matrimonio fufceptos vendidcrat. 
Praeterea cannarum magifter, ad hoftes transfugiens ex itinere reprehenfus, eo- 
que nomine condemnatus, Valerii dementia mortem effugerat, aliique ejufmodi 
aliquot ad teftimonium dicendum coadi, affirmant lenunculo nodu ad arccm 
appulfo, fecreta colloquia cum Valerio Turcham habuilfe, ac die poftero Vale- 
rium Cavaglionem, quern ad hoftes transfugifle demonftravimus, cum argenti 
muneribus ad Balcianum mififle, arcemque biduo poft hoftibus tradidifle. Sed 
quum de rerum tcmporibus & ordine interrogarentur, tarn perturbate & varie 
quae dodi erant effutiebant, ut fua fponte vanitas appareret. Villagagno ubi 
animadvertit talibus teftibus quaeftionem haberi, judices datos Equites convenit j 
his oftendit fui efle officii, ft refellendorum teftium, quae omnibus eflet facul- 
tas, Valerio negaretur, ut ipfi nullos nifi integrae famae teftes admitterenc. 
Refpondet reorum litem fuam fe non faduros, fuumque officium his finibus con- 
tineri, ut quos ador publicus teftes produceret, interrogarent ; ille ufu eorum 
teftium fretus, & Omedani edidi licentia quatuor infuper teftes fubornaverat, 
quibus probaret Aramonem, cannis in terram emiffis, arcem cum Turchis pari- 
ter concuffifle, idque ex vexillis regiis deprehenfum efte ; veruntamen quum 
ftulta teftium loquacitate fraus effluxiffet, iniquitatis & calumniae pudore vidua 
fefe continuit. Teftibus gus officio fundis, reorum teftibus adducendis & au- 
diendis odo dies indicuntur, quamvis adori publico duo ceffiflent menfes. JE- 
quitate tamen caufae perfedum eft, ut fexaginta virorum integrorum teftimonio, 
reorum innocentia confirmata fit » his de rebus paulo poft ad concilium refertur, 
& teftificata recitantur. Magna quippe videbantur quae adoris teftes afferebant, 
fed iis, quae funt addudse, rationibus eft fides abrogata. Icaque omnium ad 
unum judicio pronuntiatur, in deditione Tripolitana neque dolum, neque frau- 
dem, aut uilam penitus malitiam intervenifie : fed animorum nimia remiffione 6 
timore nata, peccatum elfe ; quo nomine nullum in eos legibus Imperatoriis 
fupplicium efte conftitutum, k judicibus datis oftenditur ; fed Equitum fandio- 
nibus caveri, ut qui hoftibus ceflerit, locumvc fibi commiflum injufiu principis 
reliquerit, quique defertionis participes & confcii extiterint, concilii arbitrio 
exaugurentur. Hac lege cum Valerio Sofam Lufitanum, Herreram Tarraco- 
nenfem, & Fufterum Major icanum noxios pariter deprehenfos unum & idem 
fupplicium luere oportere. Ex qua lege, Omedes Hifpanos communi cum 
Valerio poenae deftinari intelligens, & Poi'fium, cui ob vetus odium pef- 
fime cupiebat, omnium fententiis eripi, e temporis exiguitate fumpta occa- 
fione caufam dividere conatur, atque in prasfentia Valerio damnato, Hif- 
panos ad aliam opportunitatem relervare. Hoc probate incipit Combus, 
qui QuaeGtoris vice fundus erat, & ex Omedis animo fententiam corri- 
gere , magnaque animi contentione Hifpanorum culpam extenuare *, qua 
verfutia Schilingus Germanus permotus : Tu, inquit, homo es improbus, qui 
te tarn leviter infledas •, tu nunc affirmabas, quum una & aequaliter omnes 
deliquilfent, non poffe admiffum fcelus expiari, nifi pcenas pariter pende- 
rent : at e veftigio ad levem principis, propofitiunculam te immutafti j 
tu fan^ ipfe maximo cruciatu dignus es. Ad hanc fententiam Perus Nug- 
neus eques Hifpanus accedit, atque adjungit: Tu, ut rei nullius hominem 
decet, doquutus es; turn ab hocconverfus adOmedem, fe non pafiurum efte 
pronunciat, de Valerio decerni, nifi qui eadem culpa efient obftridi, idem quo- 
que fubirent judicium. Reliqui, Combo convitiis graviter correpto, in Nug- 
nei fententiam pedibus iverunt. Tandem quum altercatione nulla Omedi fpes 
evafionis eflet, reliquorum fententiis fe accommodat. Addit tamen atque in- 
ftat, de Valerio & Fuftero aliquanto gravius efle ftatuendum, qubd hie illius 
poftulata ad hoftes pertuliflet: ille ab hofte vocatus, paruiflet, focumque fidei 
fuat creditum deferuiflet ; fed quia religione k capitis judicio arcentur Equites, 
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lai'corum arbitrio exauguratos relinqui oportere. Atque ad earn rem judiccm 
proponic Combum *, hie verb, his de caufis quae de ipfius levitate demonftratae 
(unt, non probatur: quamvis acriter Omedes contra infifteret *, fed ipfe pudore 
vidus, onus excutit, hoc praetextu quod jam partibus judicis fundus effet, at- 
que fententiam fuam declaraffet. Qua demonftratione Omedes non contentus, 
rem ad Scribam rejicit, atque ita concilium dimittit. Brevi tempore interjedo, 
in hanc fententiam litteras a Rege nuntius attulit: Quoniam multorum fermoni- 
bus comperiffet fuam famam de re Tripolitana per exteras nationes traduci & 
conflidari, & ea de re Melitenfes omnium certiflimum teftimonium ferre pof- 
fent, pro fuis in eos perpetuis meritis poftulare, ut ad fe rem veriffime perferi- 
berent, ut fiquid Aramo peccati concepiffet, aut omnino rem Legato Chriftia- 
niffimi principis indignam conatus effet, fceleris daret ; 11 verb nihil perfona, 
quam fuftinebat, in dignum feciffet, publico militix teftimonio injufta privatis 
feriptis macula detergeretur. Litteris in confilio recitatis, & poftulatorum ae- 
quitate perfpeda, ftatuitur, Regi quod peteret, concedi oportere ; fiquidem in 
Aramone nihil culpse deprehenfum crat : fed eum potius maxima pietatis officia, 
turn regio, turn proprio nomine praeftitiffe. Atque ea de re ardiffima obliga- 
tione militiam ipfi devindam effe ad unum omnes ingenue confitentur, in eam- 
que.declarationem Scribae litteras imperant; At Omedes, miffo concilio, hune 
adfe venire jubet, & aliquantum temporis fuperfedere, dum de ratione confi- 
ciendarum litterarum confideratius deliberatur. Eas tanti ac talis momenti 
emitti non debere, nifi optime digeftas & concodas. Quum ad feribendum 
fetis temporis effluxiffe Villagagnoni vifum effet, a Scriba litteras requirit. Ille 
vero magnis quibufdam occupationibus tarditatem fuam tegit, atque in diem 
fequentem extendit. Ea mora intermiffa, iifdem quibus ufus ante fuerat artibus, 
diem extrahebat. Quam prolationem Villagagno non abfque ratione fieri arbi- 
trate, inquirendum effe putavit, quid aleret hoc mali. Id quum feciffet, rc- 
perit cum Combo Omedem fecreto de re Valerii diu loquutum effe, eique cun- 
danti quingentorum aureorum poena conftituta edixiffe, ut illius judicium fuf- 
dperet, atque fi ufus effet, cruciatibus extorqueret, Aramonem fecum de caftri 
deditione tranfegiffe per hominem nodu miffum, ut hoc expreffo, & in ada 
redado, aequiffima Regis poftulata criminis confeffione deluderet. Ea re Villa- 
gagno provocatus, coado concilio, Scribae negligentiam accufare coepit, quod 
fcrius quam ipfi praeferiptum effet, litteras conficeret } fi quid obftaret quomi- 
nus hae darentur, omitterentur: ne morae illatione ab idonea ad navigandum 
tempeftate in hyemem Regis nuntius produceretur. Regem fore contentum 
declaratione fecundum reos fada : hos, neque dolum, neque fraudem in traden- 
do Tripolis caftro commififfe, fed per ignaviam oppreffos formidine hoftibus 
ceffiffe. Cum ipfo haze dicente altercari coepit Laboretus Eques, Aquitanus, 
Omedanae gratiae fedatur, & Rege teftimonium Aratfionis innocentiae petitum. 
folum effe, non autem in reos didata. Villagagnonem refpondere exorfum 
Omedes interpellat, ad quern ipfe converfus : Ut, inquit, Princeps, intelligas 
quibus caufis addudus judicum pronuntiata efflagitaverim, confilii mei ratio- 
nem, fi per te mihi licuerit, paucis expromam. Jam percrebuit, tibi cum Au- 
guftino Combo conveniffe, ut is in Valerium capitis judicium aggrediatur, te- 
que ei praeferipfiffe quid ab eo inquirat: atque fi Valerius difiiteatur, id tormen- 
tis exprimat & exculpat. Hanc tuam cundationem, moramque litteris inter- 
jedam, hue pertinere plerique arbitrantur, ut fpecie probabili illata caufa Re- 
gem poftulatis dejicias. Etenim Valerius, praeter aetatem in multum fenium 
provedam, eft ea corporis habitudine, & virium imbecillitate, ut ab ipfo quae- 
que vanitas facile pro re vera tormentis extorqueatur. Ubi arcanum Omedes 
proditum effe fentit, ita correptus, Villagagnonem inc repat, jubetque patefa- 
cere i quo haec accepiffet. Is autoris nomen minime quaerendum effe, fed ail 
verum effet judicium, refpondit. Hoc cbm Omedes falfum effe pronuiitiaffet : 
Ergo Combum, inquit Villagagno, abfolve, Princeps, quingentorum aureo- 
rum poena ipfi a te irrogata, nifi capitis judicium in Valerium £ te conftitutum 
iufeiperet. Ipfe in tuo concilio ignominia notatus, quod in ferenda fententia 
parum fibi conftitiffet, non amplius eft rogandus, fed arcendus, atque ejus loco 
alter integrae famae, fi rem rede judicatam velis, furrogandus. His didis, ira 
fimul & pudore Omedes seftuans, verbis in Villagagnonem irrumpere incipiebat. 
Sed ille ejus rei vitandse gratia i concilio fe recepit. E6 tamen res rediit, ut 
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alius a Combo judex Valerio fuerit datus, ac Scribae imperatum, ut, nulla mora 
interpofita, teftimonium confcriberetur. Sed hoc ita fabricacum eft, ut repre- 
hen (ioni locum relinqueret. Nam ubi affertum effe debuerat, Aramonem nihil 
prorfus contra viri boni officium fecifie, id definito tempore, & quodam ver bo- 
rum aucupio coar&abatur. In eum nempe diem com pert um non riiiffe, hunc fe- 
cus ac virum bonum decuerit, fe geififfe denun tiabatur, perinde ac ii ejus rei 
ccrtitudo diuturnitati temporis refervaretur. Icaque hujufmodi teftimonium de- 
laturum fe effe Villagagno negat, quod dubitationem non tolleret, fed homi- 
num animos futuri temporis expe&atione fufpenderet De hoc iterum ad con- 
cilium refertur, atque Omedt vehementer redamanti expugnatur, ut litters Om- 
ni dubitationis adempta materia reficerentur. Harum exemplum in Franciam 
mari proficifccns Villagagno, 4 tuis Cxiar, interceptus, ad te mifit. De Va- 
lerio autem contigit, ut is a Joanne Vaffallo, du&iffimo atque integerrimo vi- 
ro, modis omnibus renitente Combo, abfolutus lit : quod dolum fraudemque 
ab arcis deditione abfuiffe cognitum & perfpedum effet, fine quibus caufis Im- 
peratoriam Majeftatem non poffe lxdi Julius Casfar lege promulgat definivit. 
Hie tamen carcere concluAis fubterraneo, casco, atque foils, omnuque luck 
prorfus experte, miferrimam & inopem vitam ab Omede bonis omnibus expo- 
liatus tradueit : ufque eo, dum tu ejus aerumnas miferatus, Omedts mentem ad 
lenitatem & mifericordiam revocaveris. 

Hie fuit belli Melitenlibus illati exitus. Nunc tuum ac bonorum omnium* 
Carole Caefar , erit judicare, ad quern arcium deditarum dedecus perdneat: 
quamque iniqui & improbi fuerint, qui earn cladem in Francos avcrtcre funt 
conati. 
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CONFIRMATION 

OF THE 

EIGHT STATUTES 

Made in the General Chapter of the Order of St . John of 
Jerufalem, held in 1588 , and of all the refi which had 
been already confirmed by Pope Pius V \ of blejfed me- 
mory* 

P AUL a bifhop, fervant of the fcrvants of God, fbt a perpetual re-' 
membrance of the thing. As we arc exceeding careful of the con- 
du& of all fiich as are engaged in the fervicc of God, by their mi- 
litary or regular profeflion, we readily grant them our apoftolical con- 
firmation of the ftatutes which they have made themfdVes, when they 
tend to the fame end, and they ask it of us. Pope Sixtus V. our prede- 
ceflbr of bleffed memory, having formerly approved and confirmed thfc. 
ftatutes, constitutions and cuftoms obferved in the hofpital of St. John of 
ferufalem, collected into one volume, in the name of brother Hugh de Lou- 
bena Verdale, gr$at mafter of the (aid hofpital, who was then alive j and 
fince that time, in the general Chapter of the (aid hofpital, canonically aft- 
fembled under our dear fon Alophe de Vignacourt, another great mafter 
of the fiune hofpital, after piiblilhing the orders of the chapter made and 
promulged in former general chapters, after a careful periifal and examina- 
tion thereof, feveral of thefe ftatutes having been confirmed, corrected or 
annulled, and fome even of thofe which had been approved by pope Six- 
tus, corrected or explained, and reduced into one volume ; we gave orders 
for correcting fame articles thereof and aftetwards approved and confirm- 
ed thefe ftatutes and orders fo corrected and explained. But whereas it 
has fince been reprefented to us by Francis Lcfrnellin, embaflidor from the 
(aid hofpital to our court, and to the holy apoftdic fee, in the nothe of 
Alophe the great mafter aforefaid, that fince the confiimadan granted by 
pope Sixtus, they had, in a general chapter held under the fidd brother 
Hugh the great mafter, made eight ftatutes more, which, though very 
ufeful for the good regimen and government of the hofpital, as he certi- 
fies, and adually obferved with great exaCtnefs, are not yet enforced 
with the apoftoliGat confirmation, nor inferred among the other ftatutes 
and conftitutions confirmed by pope Sixtus our (aid predecefTor ; for which 
rcafon the (aid great .mafter Alophe is defirous that the eight ftatutes afore- 
faid, and the others already confirmed by the faid pope Sixtus, fhould re- 
ceive likewife a new apoftolical confirmation from us, and has therefore 
moft humbly befought us to be pleafed, out of our apoftolical bounty, to 
make a proper provifion upon this head* 

We 
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W e therefore being well informed of the lingular merits of the (aid 
hofpital, and difpofed to gratify his requeft, after having caufed the (aid 
eight ftatutes to be examined by our deareft fons Pompcio, cardinal prieft of 
Santa Balbina, Arrigoni, and John Garzia, cardinal prieft of the tide of 
Quatre Santi Coronati, Mcllini, do by thefe prefonts approve apd confirm 
them, provided they be a&ually obforved at tnis time, and not.otherwife; 
And thofe like wife which have been already confirmed by pope Sixtus our 
predeceflor : we will and command that they be exaftly obforved to all in- 
tents and purpofes, inftead of the old cbnftitutions which are repealed; 
fopplying all defeats and nullirics either of fed or right which may have 
crept into them, any apoftolic conftitutions and orders whatever to the 
contrary in any wife notwithftanding. 

Here follows the tenor of the faid eight ftatutes. 

W e enad that all perfons who have either thcmfelves or their fathers, 
been engaged in traffick for merchandize, who have been bankers or deal- 
ers in exchange, cafhicrs, or formers, who have kept magazines or (hops 
of folk or woollen fluffs, corn, or any other thing whatfoever, though they 
fliould be gentlemen of name and arms, of what ftate, city, or province 
fbever they be, fhall be made for ever incapable of being received into the 
number of brother knights. , ; 

Whereas a regulation has been made purfuant to a laudable cuftoih, 
that no body fhould be admitted into the order that is in debt ; and that 
all perfons who have either themfelvcs, or whofe fathers have got poflef- 
fion of any lands, demefnes, jurifdidions, Or other rights belonging to the 
.order, fhall. not be received, without firft making full teflitution thereof; 
we enjoin the commiffioners deputed to receive the proofs, to be careful in 
getting information, and interrogating the witnefles on thefe heads. 

>To terminate the differences which often arife between the. creditors of 
ithc eftates of the brothers of the order after their deceafe, we enaft, thaic 
out of the effe&s which they leave behind them, there fhall firft be taken 
all that fhall be found due to the common Treafury, of what nature foc- 
ver the debt fhall be ; they fhall next pay what fhall appear to be due to the 
fervants of the deceafed, and the reliduc fhall be divided among the cre- 
ditors, according to the cuftom of the place, and not as hath been hither- 
to pra&ifed. ' 1 . 

We enad, that whenever the receiver, or procurator of the common 
treafury, or any body deputed by them, (hall go to receive the fucceflion 
and mortuary dues, he mail always have fome body elfe to accompany him, 
and after foaling up the coffers and doorS, he fhall give piiblick notice of 
the day and hour, when they fhall fet about taking the inventory, that the 
creditors concerned may be by at the time ; that at the day and hour ap- 
pointed, he fhall choofe two honeft men to reprefent the real or pretended 
creditors, with a publick notary, in whofe prefence he fhall open the doors 
and coffers, fhall take an account of all the effe&s there found, of what 
nature fbever they be, and write them down in a good and faithful inven- 
tory, in the prefence of two or three witnefles ; fhall fpecify. the quality, 
number, weight, and modem meafore thereof, according to the valuation 
made of them by the ftanders by, laving always the force of the fortieth 
ftatiite of. the prefent tide, which fhall be executed in all other refpe&s : 
We will and command that the fame fhall be obferved in the convent by 
the, venerable procurators, and the fee rctary of the common treafury. ' 
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We en art time the effects which arc left by the priors, t!he bailiff of 
Bmpofta, the bailiffs, <the 'commanders. and bur otiher brothers tihat /hall 
die in the convent, except Thofe -of the great 'matter, '/hall ndt be diftri* 
buted, as has been hkhert&'prartifed, but mall he ibid pftblidcty'fcty aartidft 
to the beft advantage, and adjudged to the hi^heft -bidder, “for the pro- 
fit of the common treafury. We tepeifl all the ftatutes where any men- 
tion is made of the great jewel granted to the great commander out df the 
efforts of the deceafed, Which -are to be valued by fuch as ought to be by, 
by the conventual confcrvatot, 'the mailer df the hotfe, and by the Secre- 
tary of the treafury, which laft Shall be dbliged to give the chaplains the 
(dual fee for the tight <of a thirtieth part. 

Though the general chapter be the left and iupteme jurffdirtidn of our 
order, yet fince otfr ^acutes direft that all perfons that have dcfignedly 
and iforreptitioufly obtained any grace, or have mtfreprefortted the fort, 
fiialll be deprived theredf : 'We ena& that all rescripts or graces obtained 
from our general chapter, either by ferprize or guile, i. e. by a falie te'pi'6- 
fenrarion, or by diiguiimg the Truth of the fort, which, according to the 
rule, would make them hull or insufficient, ffiall be looked upoh as of nd 
farce ; and we require the great matter and council to take cdgnifance 
thereof, and give fertteftee With regard to the futteptitidUS bt tricking man- 
ner of obtaining than. 

We enart by way of addition to the eleventh article, that the great ma- 
tter may grant the brothers of our order leave and authority to fell and alie- 
nate any kind whatever of moveable or immoveable goods, belonging to 
them by inheritance or legacy, from their fathers, mothers, attendant or 
collateral relations, and difpott of them in their life-time, or in cafe of 
death, to appear, plead, and carry on law-fuits abroad for the recovery of 
the (aid efforts. 

Whereas the ninth ftatute about contrarts and alienations, allows the 
priors, and the caftellan of Empofta, to grant in provincial chapters 
leatts at an annual quit rent, of fuch lands and poffoflions as yielded but 
little to the commandries and orders, in order to augment and improve 
them for a certain time, which was not to exceed twenty nine years, and 
often came up to that ; after which, thefe lands were to return to the com- 
mandries and the order in a much better condition. And whereas a term 
of fo confiderable a length, has fometimes occafioned great abufes and law- 
fuits, we enart, that for the future fuch lands and poffeffions (hall not be 
let for more chan nine years, which being expired, they fhall return to the 
commandries and order again, with the improvements made thereon, not- 
withftanding the old ftatute which allowed the fceting of them for twenty 
nine years, which is hereby repealed. 

Given at Rome and St. Mark, under the ring of the Fifher, the 29* 
of June, 1609. and the fifth of our pontificate. 

SCIPIO COBELLUCCY. 


B Rother Hugh de Loubenx Verdale, by the grace of God, humble 
matter of the holy houfe of the hofpital of St. John of Jerufalem, 
guardian of the poor of Jeflis Chrift, and we the bailiffs, priors, comman- 
ders, and brothers, holding in our lord the compleat council of refervation 
of the chapter general, to all our brethren of the faid houfe in general, and 
to every one of them in particular, as well prefent as future, greeting and 

B brotherly 
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brotherly love. Whereas the inconftant and changeable circumftances of 
human affairs, makes it importible to provide by any law whatever, for 
certain things which are proper to be regulated at all times ; in a fenfe of 
which our anceftors, out of their great prudence, have thought it their 
duty, on various occafions, either entirely to repeal feveral regulations made 
by their predeceflors, or elfe to make fuch alterations therein as they found 
neceflary; we who are inverted with the fame authority, we are likcwife 
obliged to do fo by the like ncceflity: we fee that feveral laws made by 
them, and at the time of their making very ferviceable to the publick 
good, are fince, by the changes that have happened in the genius and 
tempers of men, become either utterly pernicious* or elfe incapable of be- 
ing of any fervice. This has obliged us to choofe in our general chapter, 
a certain number of perfbns of great experience in the affairs of our order, 
which have been long under their adminirtration : we have defired and re- 
commended to them to make a collection of the old and new ftatutes that 
have been hitherto obferved among us, with all the exaCtnefs that is pofli- 
ble, to examine them carefully, and to repeal, corre&, or explain, fiich as 
they fhall think fit to be repealed, corrected, or explained. They have 
acquitted themfelves in this employment with equal diligence and exaCfc- 
nefs, fo that their performance feems to us highly advantageous to the or- 
der : they have added thereto a great many things that were wanting, and 
have artured us, that there are no rtatutes capable of being of any ufe, but 
what are contained in this work. 
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THE OLD AND NEW 

STATUTE S 

Of the ORDER of 

St. JOHN of JERUSALEM, 

Tranflated from the Edition of Borgoforte, 
A. D. M, DC, LXXVI. 

By Order of the Chapter of the Great Priory of France. 


Of the Rule. 

TITLE I. 

Rule of tbt bofpitallers and knights of the order of St. John Baptift of Jeruftlem. 

Br. RAIMOND DUPUY, Matter. 

i . T N the name of the Lord, Amen. I Raimond, fervant of the poor of 
I Jefus Chrift, and warden of the hofpital of Jerufalem, with the council 
I of the chapter of the order, make thefe .regulations, to be obferved in 
~ M ~~ the.houfe of the hofpital of St. John Baptift of Jerufalem. I enjoin then 
all the brothers that engage in the fervice of the poor, and in the defence of 
the catholick faith, to maintain and obferve, with the grace of God, the three 
things that they have promifed, viz. chaftity, obedience, i. e. that they will 
perform exactly every thing that lhall be enjoined them by their matter, and to 
pafs their lives without poflefling any thing in property j for God will require 
from them an account of theft three things at the day of judgment. 

Extrcife of tbe knighthood for Jefus-Cbrijf. 

CUSTOM. 

. 1 ' • 

i. Our order has, ever fince its firft foundation, been endowed, augmented, 
and enriched by the liberality, afliftance and favour of the holy apoftolical fee 
of catholick kings and princes, and of dfevout chri'ftians, with lands, pofleflxons, 
jurifdidtions, graces, privileges, and exemptions : that the knights who fhould 
make their prqfeftion in it, might adorn their knighthood with a true charity, 
the mother and folid foundation of all virtues j with hofpitality, and a fincere 
attachment to the faith, and, being employ’d in .theft various fundtions, might 
only feek to diftinguifh themftlves by a courfe of virtue. Soldiers of Jefus Chrift 
are dettgned only to fight for his- glory, to maintain his worfhip, and the 
catholick faith, to love, reverence and preferve jufticc j to favour, fupport 
3 and 
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and defend fuch as are opprefled, without neglecting the duties of holy hofpi* 
tality. 

Thus the knights hofpitallers, acquitting themfelves truly of both thefe forts 
of duties, are to wear on their cloatns a crols with eight points, to put them 
in mind of bearing always in their heart the crofs of Jefus Chrift, adorned with 
the eight virtues tb^t attend it> jand that, after# bountiful diftribution of alms, 
they take the fword in "hand to attack and demdliih the "Mahometans, and fuch 
as deviate from the faith. 

Wh eiN once ijbey have devoted themfelves to theft holy exorcifes, they are 
admoidjHed, invited and animated by jhe example of the Maccabees, thole holy 
foldiers and martyrs, who often, with very fmall forces, defeated formidable ar- 
mies, by God’s afliftance. They ought hkewift to japply themfelves continually 
to an exaft obfcrvation of what they promifed to Goa when they made the three 
vows of chaftity, obedience and poverty, appointed by the rule* and to the 
pra6ticje of all other moral and divine virtues, ft chat bang eoflamed by charity, 
thty may have no dread on their Spirits at taking the fword in hand, and ex- 
poung themfelves, with prudence, temperance and fortitude, to all forts of dan- 
gers, for the honour of Chrift our Saviour, and his holy croft, and for the de- 
fence of juftice, widows and orphans. There is no greater charity can be (hew- 
ed, than by facrificing one’s life for our friends, i. e. for the catholicks. This is 
their duty, their vocation, the manner of life that they have embraced, their 
justification and their fandification, that when they end the pilgrimage of this 
mortal life, they may enjoy that eternal reward for which God created them. 

Such as ftiall be convifted of having prevaricated in their duty, of having' 
declined, fled or deferted the occafions offered them thereof, ahd of fighting for 
the ioterefts of Chriftianity, fhall, for a terror to evil doers, and for the praife of 
fuch as do well, be feverely punifhed, according to the ftatutes and cuftoms of 
the order. 

Of the punijbments to be infilled on fuch as tranfgrefs the Rule and the Statutes . 

Br. RAIMOND BERENGER. 

3. To prevent the brothers of our order from tranfgrdfing the rule and the 
ftatutes, we cnaft and declare, that what is contained in the rule lays an obli- 
gation upon both foul and body whereas the tranfgreffion of the ftatutes and 
cuftoms binds only to bodily pains, unleft in cafes where the law of God or the 
fioly canons enjoin or foibiq the fame thing, on pain of fin. 

Br. ANTHONY FLUVIAN. 

4. We ena&, that in the aflemblies which are held on the faft days of ember 
weeks, the rule fhall be publfekly read in the prefence of all the brothers. 

Br. PETER D’AUBUSSON. 
f . We decree, that after the rule is read, the following ftatutes fhall be read 
likewife. 

Or the Rule. 

l. Exercise of the knighthood for CJhrift. 

3. Of the punifhments to be infli&ed on fuch as tranfgrefs the rule and the fta- 
tutes. 

Of the reception of brothers into the order. 

3. Of the habit of the brothers of the hofpical of Jerufalem. 

Of the Church. 

1. Of the refpefb due to divine and (acred thing®. 

2. Of the prayers which the brothers are obliged to fay ev ery day. 

3. The days on which they are obliged to fkft. 

4. The days on which they are obliged to wear the mantle. 

Or Hospitality. 

1. That the brothers ufe hofpitality. 
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THE ORDER OF ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM. 

Or THE COMMON TREASURY. 

21. Or fuch as are indebted to our common treafury. 

Or the Chapter, 
i . That the brothers come to the general chapter. 

Or the Master, 
i. That the brothers obey the great matter. 

Of the duty or the Brothers. 
y. Or the modeft garb of the brothers, and the article following. 

8. That the brothers exercife themfelves in arms, 
p. That the brothers make their difappropriation every year. 

Of the Commanderies. 

$8. Of refignations. 

99. Of the penalties incurred by fuch as refign. 

<Sy. That that the brothers do not fue for and get any commandries or bene- 
fices out of the order. 

4 Of Contracts and Alienations. 

3. That the brothers deal in no fort of commerce or merchandize. 

4. Prohibition of ufury. 

y. That the eftates of the order be not alienated. 

6 . That no brother cither pledge or mortgage the pofleffions of our order. 

10. That the brothers do not alienate the effe&s which they have acquired. 

Of Prohibitions and Penalties. 

1 . That the brothers are not allowed to make wills, to appoint heirs, or give 
away any legacies. 

14. That the brothers do not go from the convent without leave. 

16. That the brothers do not apply for recommendations to get commandries.' 
32. The cafes in which the brothers are degraded from the order, and the four 
following articles. 

y2. Of fuch as keep concubines publickly, with the article following. 

6 1 . Of obedience. 

64. Of the penalties incurred by fiich as come not to divine fervice. 


Of the Reception of the Brothers. 

TITLE II. 

How the 'Brothers of the Order of St. John of Jerufalem are to be received at 

their profefpon. 

CUSTOM. 

S U c h as are refolved to dedicate their perfons to the fervice of the fick, and 
the defence of the catholick faith, in the regular habit of our order, are re- 
ceived to their profeffion in the manner and form following. They ought to 
know, that they are going to put on the new man, and make an humble con- 
feffion of their fins to the pried, according to the cuftom of the church j and 
after receiving abfolution, to prefent themfelves on their knees before the alcar, 
in a long fecular habit untied (that they may appear entirely free at a time that they 
are going to bind themfelves with an holy engagement) with a taper lighted 
(which reprefents charity), hear mafs, and receive the holy communion. 

They lhall next prefent themfelves with refpeft to the brother that officiates, 
and defirc of him to be admitted into the fociety of the brothers, and the holy order 
of the hofpital of Jerufalem. He fhall make them a fhort difeourfe to confirm 
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them in their pious defign, to make them fenGble how much it tends to their ad- 
vantage and welfare to confecrate themfelves to the fervice of the poor of Jefus 
Chriit, to be employed in works of mercy, and devote thcmfelves to the fervice 
and defence of the faith •, a favour which many have defired, without being able 
to obtain it. He fhall afterwards reprefent to them their obligations of obedi- 
ence, and the feverity of the rules, which do not allow them to conduct them- 
felves any longer after their own will, which oblige them to renounce it, to fol- 
low for the future only that of their fuperiors } fo that if they fhould have never 
fo great a defire to do a thing, the duty of their obedience would oblige them 
to do the contrary. 

He fhall next alk the perfon who is for making his profeflion, whether he is 
difpofed to fubmit to all thefe obligations} whether he has not made his vows in 
any other order } whether he is married } whether his marriage is confummated } 
whether he is indebted any confiderablc fums } and whether he is not a Have ? for 
if, even after making his vows, it be found that he had done any one of thefe 
things, or was in any fuch condition, . he would be ignominioufly ftripped of 
his habit, as a deceiver, and delivered back to the perfon he belonged tol 

If he declares that he is under none of thefe engagements, the brother who re- 
ceives him, fhall prefent him the miflal open, upon which he fhall lay both his hands, 
and after thefaidqueftions and anfwers, he fhall make his profeflion in thefe words. 

“I N. do promife and vow to God, to the ever virgin Mary, the mother 
“ of God, and to St. John Baptift, to pay, from henceforward, by the af- 
“ fiftance of God’s grace, true obedience to the fuperior which it fhall pleafe 
“ him to fet over me, and which fhall be chofen by our order, to live without 
“ any property, and to preferve chaftitv.” When he has taken his hands from 
off the book, the brother that receives him, fhall fay to him, u We own you for 
“ a fervant of the gentlemen that are poor and fick, and for a perfon devoted to 
“ the defence of the catholick faith.” He fhall anfwer, « I own my felf to be fo.** 
He fhall kifs the miflal, and taking it in his hands, fhall carry and lay it upon 
the altar, which he fhall humbly kifs, and bring back the miflal to the brother 
that receives him, in token of his true obedience. 

This being done, the brother that receives him fhall take the black mantle, 
and fhewing him the white crofs upon it, fhall fay to him, “ Do you believe, bro- 
“ ther, that this is the fign of the holy croft, to which Jefus Chrift was fattened 
“ and died upon it for the redemption of our fins?” The new brother fhall an- 
fwer, “ Yes, I believe it. ” He fhall add, “ ’Tis alfo the fign of our order, and 
“ we command you to wear it continually upon your cloatns. ” After which 
the brother profefled fhall kifs the fign of the croft. This done, he that receives 
him fhall put the mantle on his fhoulders, fo that the croft lie over his breaft on the 
1-ft fide, lhall kifs him, and fay to him, “ Take this fign in the natru- c f the holy 
« Trinity, the ever virgin Mary, and St. John Baptift, for the improvement of the 
“ faith, the defence of the chriftian name, and the fervice of the poor. For this 
“ reafon we put the croft on that fide of you, that you may love it with all your 
« heart} and that your right hand may fight for its defence and prefervation. 
“ For if ever it happen, that in fighting for Jefus Chrift, againft the enemies of 
“ the faith, you fhould turn your back, defert the ftandard of the croft, and fly 
“ away in fo juft a war, you will be ftripped of that holy fign, agreeably to 
u the ftatutes and cuftoms of the order, as falfe to the vow you have now made 
“ and be cut off from our body as a rotten and corrupt member. * 

He fhall then tic the mantle about his neck with firings, and fhall fey to him 
“ Receive the Lord’s yoke, for it is eafy and light, and you fhall find reft to 
“ y°ur foul. Wc promife you nothing but bread and water, without any dain- 
“ ties, and a roodeft habit of little worth. We give you, your parents and rela- 
“ tions a fhare in all the good works of our order, and our brothers that are at 
“ prefent, or fhall be hereafter, all over the world. ” The perfon profefled fhall 
anfwer, Amen} i.e fo be it. Then the brother that has received him, and all 
that are there prefent, fhall embrace him, and kifs him, in token of friendfhip, 
peace, and brotherly love. The priefts, and particularly he that faid mafs, fhall 
then fay the prayers following. 

Thou haft fhowered down thy mercy upon us, O God, in the midft of thy 
temple. Pfalm, The Lord is great * he is worthy to be praifed, in the city of 

4 God, 
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God, even upon his holy hill. Behold, how good and joyful a thing it is fof 
brethren to dwell together in unity. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the holy Ghoft. As it was, &c. 

Thou haft fhowered down, &c. The Pfalm. Behold how good and joy- 
ful, &c. Glory be to the father, &c. Thou haft fhowered down, 8cc. Lord 
have mercy upon us, Chrift have mercy upon us, Lord have mercy upon us. 
Our Father, Sec. Lead us not into temptation, 8cc. f. Save thy fervant, O God, 
R. Who putteth his truftin thee. f. Send him help from thy holy place. R. And 
from Sion to defend him. f. Let the enemy have no advantage over him. 5®. Nor 
the wicked one approach to hurt him. f Be unto him, O Lord, a ftrong tower. 
B>. From the face of his enemy, and from them that perfecute him. f. O Lord, 
hear my prayer. R. And let my cry come unto thee. jlr. The Lord be with 
you. R. And with thy Spirit. 

O God, who converteft the wicked, and defireft not the death of a finner, 
we moft humbly befeech thy divine Majefty, to fend the affiftance of thy 
heavenly grace upon this thy fervant, who putteth his truft only in thy mercy, 
and preferve him with thy continual help, that he may always ferve thee truly, 
and never be ledaftray by any temptation, through Jefus Chrift our Lord. Amen. 

Let us pray. 

O Almighty and cverlafting God, who alone workeft great marvels, fend 
down upon N. thy fervant, the healthful fpirit of thy grace and that he 
may truly pleafe thee, pour upon him the continual dew of thy bleffingj through 
Jefus Chrift our Lord. Amen. 

Let us pray. 

T H E Lord receive thee in the number of the faithful, and, whilft we his 
unworthy fervants receive thee in our prayers, grant thee his grace to do 
well, with the will to perfeve^e therein, and bring thee to the happinefs of eter- 
nal life, that as brotherly love has united us on earth, the goodnefs of God 
which invigorates that love, may unite us in heaven with his faithful fervants, 
through the merits of our Lord Jefus Chrift, who liveth and reigneth with the 
Father and the holy Ghoft, one God, world without end. Amen. 

Of the different ranks and degrees of the brothers of the order . 


CUSTOM. 

2.' There are three different forts of brothers} forfome are knights, others 
priefts, and the laft are ferving brothers. The priefts are divided into two claffes, 
and are either conventual priefts, or priefts of obedience. There are likewife two 
forts of ferving brothers} the firft are fervants of arms, i.e. are received into the 
convent} the fecond are fervants of Office, for common drudgery. When any 
perfon duly qualified according to the ftatutes and cuftoms, offers himfelf to be 
admitted to make his profeffion in the order, if he has a mind to be a knight, 
he muft have received the order of knighthood from a catholick prince qualified 
to give it, before he can receive the habit and make his profeffion } but it he has 
not, he muft receive it from the perfon that takes his profeffion, or from fome 
othel knight of the order} and after this is done, he may be admitted to make his 
vows in the manner above fpecified. As for the chaplains, and the ferving bro- 
thers of arms or office, there is no need of their being knighted, there is neither 
any ftatute or cuftom for it j but they are admitted direftly to make their pro- 
feffion. 

Of the habit of the brothers of the bofpital of Jerufalent . 


Br. RAI MON DU PU Y. 

3. ’Tis becoming our profeffion, that all the brothers of the hofpital be obliged 
to wear a black robe or mantle with a white croft. 


Br. NICOLAS DELORGUE. 

We ena& likewife, that in the exercife of arms (i.e. when they are makings 
campaign) they wear over their cloaths a red fubreveftc or military caffock, with 
the white crofs ftrait. Of 
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Of the qualifications required in fucb as are admitted to make profeffion in 

our Order. 

Br. HUGH RE VEL. 

f. We ena£t that no body fhall from henceforward be admitted to profeffion, 
if he be not born in lawful wedlock, or if his father be a baftard, excepting 
however the fons of counts and perfons of higher rank and quality. 

Br. JOHN DE LA VALETTE. 

6 . And that fuch fons of counts and perfons of higher quality, be defeended 
from a father, whofe father and grandfather by the father’s fide, (the 1 2 th article 
of this title adds great grandfather) were counts or lords of greater rank and de- 
gree. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA S ENGLE. 

7. And be born likewife of a mother that was a gentlewoman by birth. *Tis 
likewife prohibited to give the habit of our order to any body defeended from 
Jews, Marranes, Sarazensor other Mahometans, though his anceftors have been 
counts or princes. 

Br.HUGH DE LOUBENX VERDALE. 

8. We forbid the languages and priories ever to difpenfe with this defeat, and 
whatever grace they fhew to perfons that labour under it, we declare to be null 
and of no effe£t. 

Br. HUGH REVEL. 

p. Whoever has profefled himfelf in any other order, fhall never be re-, 
ceived into ours upon any account whatever j and in cafe he be admitted, he 
fhall, when it comes to be known, be ftripped of the habit. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA S ENGLE. 

io. And be expelled the convent, without the leaft hopes of being ever re- 
admitted, or of receiving any fuftenance, or penfions, or commandries, or por- 
tions of a commandry, or any thing elfe whatever from the order, even of fpe- 
cial grace. 

CUSTOM. 

11 If any perfon be indebted a confiderable fum, or has contra&ed marriage 
and confummated it, he may not be admitted into the order. 

Br. ANTHONY FLU V IAN. 

1 z. Neither can any body that hath committed murder, or led a wicked 
and debauched life in the world. 

Br. PHILIP DE VILLERS DE LISLE-ADAM. 

15. The habit of the order fhall not be given to any body under eighteen 
years of age. The matter however is allowed the privilege of choofing eight 
youths out of what nation he pleafes, and in what rank he pleafes, for the fcrvice 
of his family and houfhold, who fhall be liable to no objection on account of 
their age ana feniority : provided however they be twelve years old. 

Br. JOHN L’EVEQUE DE LA CASSIERE. 

14. If any be chofe and admitted otherwife, they fhall not be entitled to any 

f irerogative of feniority or refidence, nor fhall they receive their table or any fa- 
ary from the common treafury, even though they were chofen by a particular 
grace of the great mafter and the languages. 

The fame MASTER. 

if. To conform our felves to the decree of the holy council of Trent, we 
ena£t that no body fhall be admitted to make his profeffion in our order before 
he be full fix teen, 
z 

Br. 
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Bri PHILtP DE L’ISLE ADAM. . 

16. Let no body be admitted but who has good health, a llrong conftitu* 

tion, and a body fit for fatigue, and is likewife in his right wits* and regular in 
his life and convention. .. . f 

; ' t ■ “ 

Of the proofs neceffaty to he made before a knight it admitted . 

Br. H U G H R E V E L. 

17. Such as defire to be admitted knights, mull prove by authentick evident 
that they are born of parents noble both by name and arms. 

Of fome qualifications requifite to be proved by the brother chaplains and 

fervants of arms. 

Br. JOHN DE LA VALETTE. J 

18. Though our regulations do not infill on a noble defcent, with regard to 
fuch as are to be admitted in quality of brother chaplains, or fervants of arms, . 
yet they ought not to be taken out of the rabble, and without any choice, 
which would be a ready way to make them contemptible : And therefore wc 
enatt, that for the future no body fhall be admitted a brother chaplain, or fcr- 
vant of arms, either within or without the convent, not even by the fpecial 
grace of the languages or priories, till he has firft duly proved, that befides the 
neceflary qualifications required by our ftatutes, he is born of genteel and credi- 
table parents} that he never fpllowcd any mean and fervile art or bufinefs} that 
he never was engaged under any body in any vile or bale employment } that 
neither he nor his parents ever followed any handicraft bufinefs, or pra&ifcd any 
mean mechanical trade : provided, however that this regulation do not extend 
to fuch as have fignalized tHehjTelVes in military a&ions, or by any eminent fei> 
vices that they have done to the order. 

Br. C LA U D E DE LA SENG LE f , T 

ip. Such as are for entering into our order, mull prove that they are born 
in the language or priory in wmch they defire to be incorporated. 

The fame MASTER. ' . \ 

lol In Ihort,' they lhall be obliged to make the proofs, required by our lla- 
tutes, before the commiffioners deputed by the prior, or the provincial chapter, 
or elfe before the aflembly it felf, and prdfent them to the chapter or aifembly, 
to be there read, approved, or rejected. , 

Br. PHILIP D E VILJ^ERS ( DE LI S LE-ADAM. 

. zi. THEY.lhaji after this be lent to the cpnvent with the authentick proofs 
in due form, of jail the fafts therein contained }: for wc ltri&ly forbid the admit* 
ring of a brother knight any where but in the convent. 

Br. HUGH DE LO U B E N X V E RDALE. 

zz. We forbid the prolonging of the uliial time allowed for' making or pre* 
fenting the proofs aforefaid 5 nor fha)l the lafiguagps,; priors, 'great mailer, or his 
council, grant for the future any rcla?ation in this point } and whatever lhall be 
dbne contrary to this prefent llatute, we declare it to be utterly null. 

Br. C LA U D E D E. LA S ENGLE. 

f zt. We ena& likewife, that the habit of our order lhall not be given to any 
>crlon who has- not what is called a- mantle (bee) with a beak or point, and a 
ong robe} and withal, if he be- a knight, or ferving brother of arms, he mull 
have arms, and a military cafiock dr lubrevefle. 

n r • • > • - , 

. ^ . j . :.t ... . 
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Of the penalties incpmd bfnfr V ve admitted eontrary to the purport of 

the fi atiftv. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA 8 ENGLE. 

14. Whoever lhall be admitted contrary to the fonn of the ftatutes, if he 
b t a knight, he (hall be reduced to the condition of a ferving brother > if he 
is a brother' chaplain, he (hall be made a brother of obedience; if he be a ferving 
brother of arms, he (hall be reduced to the condition of a brother fervant of office! 
apd be difipialified to enjoy any commandry, cfr any other eftate of the older. 

that no inquifition he made into the quality of fucb as have been admitted knights. 

Br. PHILIP DB VILLERS DE LI 8 L E-ADAM, 
if. We enaft and ordain that liich as have been received into the convent, 
in quality of knights, (toll no* be called in qpfftion by any body on account of 
their condition, unle(s the perfon that makes the obje&ion fubtnits to the lex 
talionis ; and in cafe he docs not prove what he advances, be reduced himfelf to 
the ftate of a ferving brother: but after five years poffefllpn, no body (ball he 
allowed to tqake any obje&ion at all to. another's quality. 

Of the reception of tty fifties of our order, 

Br. HUGH REVEL. 

z6. We allow the priors apd the caftellan of Empofta to admit ladies of good 
life, and bom of noble parents in iawftij wedlock, tQ the profeffion of our order., 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA 3 ENGLE. 

Z7- ?wlM they Jgmt rhemfely« op, and live in mooafteritn. 

Of the year of probation. 

Br. HUGH DE LOUBENX VERDALE. 

' We enqft, that fix the future no body (haft receive the habit in the con- 
vent, unlefs he has lived there a whole year, that his morals, his manner of life, 
and his capacity may be known. Du ling this, year, he flrnll enjoy his privilege 
of feniority, and refidence, and (haft have his table and Lis pay; otberwife his 
Handing (fair not be reckoned front that year* 

Of the reception of brother Chaplains and Servants, for the firvice of the 

Commandoes. * 4 4 

Br. ELION DE VILLBNEUVE. 

%$■ *Tra Pot ajiowabfe fbr any of onr brothers, of what rank or condition 
foever, to receive any body as a brother of our order, except it bo as hrother 
chaplains, when they want them for their churches and chapels; or asfervmg 
brothers of. o$qe ? for thfiir own fendwoc $e bufinafe of (to CQwmandries 
which they enjoy. 

7 . - .... 

Br. PHILIP DE TELLERS! DE LISLB-ADAM. 

" And till they are approved by the provincial, chapter, or the aftfemhly to 
which they are to be prefcnted, they (hall be obKged to gfve them food, cloaths 
and lodging at th«pr ownexpeacc* qr paojride tb^n with fane.ecdefiaftical be- 
nefice. . 

Jto* O'Maeeitulatitohbook be kepe of the brother Chaplains- apd. Strvfintr admitted " 

out of the Convent. 

The fame MASTER. 

31. We enjoin the priors and the caftellan of Empofta, to take care to have 
Sty raatriculation-book kept of thebrothers that are received out of the convent, 
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in whieh they {hall all be wrote down and enrolled : otherwife they {hall not 
be deemed as brothers of our order, nor enjoy the privileges thereof, or be ca- 
pable of enjoying any of its coclefiaftical revenues and benefices, 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

32. If any prior, bailiff or commander, receives any body contrary to the 
form above prefcribed, he (hall be deprived of the adminiftration of his priory, 
bailiffage or commandiy, for five years, during which time all the profits there- 
of {hall be carried to the common titafury j and if he be a brother of the con- 
vent he {hall lofe his fcniority for five years, and the benefit of it ihall go to 
his Fiaraauds, to fuch as are Ids juniors. 

That a ferving Brother cannot he made a Knight . 

Br. ROGER DE PINS, 

33. Wit ere as it does not become a religious to change the condition he has 
once embraced, and turn his fiation in life upfide down, we therefore ena&, 
that no ferving brother, of what condition foever he be, {hall ever be received 
as a brother knight: and tho’ he ihould be knighted already by feme fecular 
prince, or any other perfon, yet he {hall only have the rank, the fervice, the 
office and pay of a ferving brother. 

Of the manner ef receiving Confraters tr Donats. 
CUSTOM, 

34. Such as defife to be received into the fraternity of our order, muff pre- 
font them Pelves with refpeft before the brother that receives them, kneel down, 
and laying their hands upon the miffal which the brother holds in his, they mutt 
make a folemn promifc in the following words. “ I N. promife to Almighty 
“ God, to the blefied virgin Mary, mother of God, St. John Baptift, and 
“ the matter of the order of St.John of Jerufelem, that I will exert all the a£b 
“ of good will and affo&ion that are poiflhle for me, towards the matters, the 
rt brothers, and the order in general, that I wilt defend them and their eftates 
“ to the utmoft of my power and that if 1 ihoald not be able to do fo, I will 
M however reveal and difeover to. them every thing that comes to my knowledge, 
“ and may prove to their pre judice , that I will never profefi my felf of any 
“ other order but this of ot. John, in which if I fhould not make my profet* 
** fion, I however defire that after my death my corps aaay be buried in the 
“ church-yard of the order: I promife likewife to make a prefer* to the order 
w every year, on the feaft of St. John Baptift, of fomethitigby way of acknow- 
tc ledgment of my confraternity. 

After Paying thefe words, die brother that receives him. {hall fey, “ Since 
<r you have made the aforefeid promifes, we receive your foul, and thole of yoor 
'* anceftors, to a {hare in all the divine offices, good works, prayers and mattes 

which Hull be fiud. for the future in our order, befeeehuig our Lord Jefiis 
“ Chrift to make yon partakers thereof. ” This-done, the brother that receives 
him, and all the other brothers that are prefent, {hall give him the kifi of peace, 
and his name {hall be. entered in the remitter of the confraternity, and a memo- 
randum {halt be likewife made in it of what he has. promtfod to give annually.. 
This we enjoin to be obferved at thereception of fucb confcacera , provided ftilh, 
that nothing herein fhall abohfh the cuttoms of feme priories where the ufege is 
different, and where they may in fuch cafes flick to their ufoal manner of receiving 
them. 

Br. JOHN D’OMEDES. 

£f.. Wb inhibit the priors, and the caftellan of Empofta, the bailiffs, and' alt 
other brothers of our coder, from receiving any perfon as a> donat or eonfrater, 
without the great matter’s order or commimoo, on pain of being deprived' of tho 
habit : and as foil fuch as {hall be fo> received without his ordeis, they fhall not 
be deemed confraters, nor enjoy the immunities, and privileges of donats* 

Br. 
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Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

36. The confraters or donats fhall wear on the left fide of their cloaths a 
crofs with only three branches, the uppermoft being wanting) and in failure of 
doing fo they (hall not enjoy their privileges. 

Of the qualifications required in fucb as are to he received as Donats. 

Br. JOHN DE LA VALETTE. 

37. Whereas feveral abufes are introduced in the reception of donats or cod* 
fraters, we have thought fit to provide a remedy againft them) and therefore Wd 
enaft, by this ftatute, that no lecular, of what rank or condition foever he be, 
fhall be ever hereafter received as a donat or confrater, without the matter's li- 
cence or commifiion, (as has been already eftablifhed) and without making ap- 
pear before him that he is born of reputable parents, that he is not defeended 
from Jews, Saracens, or other Mahometans } that he has been regular in his lift 
and converfation ; that he has been convi&ed of no crime ) ana that he never . 
followed any mean or mechanick trade. He mutt likewift make the order a pre-‘ 
fent of part of his effefts. But if any body be received without obferving theft 
formalities, or if after his admiflion he fhould negleft to wear the badge of the 
donats fewed upon his cloaths, he fhall not be deemed as fuch, nor tenjoy any 
of the privileges annexed to that quality. 

Excepting however the congregation of the donats and confraters of the 
commandry of Modica, in which they obferve a very antient cuftom, different 
from this regulation. The donats however of this congregation fhall be obliged 
to make the abovefaid proofs before the commander) any ttatutes or cuftoms to 
the contrary in any wile notwithttandmg. 

The manner of depriving the Brothers of the Hahitl 
CUSTOM. 

38. When any brother of our order has committed a crime for which ho 
juftly deferves to be deprived of the habit, the matter, dr his lieutenant, inverted 
with authority for this purpofe, fhall acquaint the council with his crime and 
offence, and confult them, with regard to what is proper to be done on this oc- 
cafion. The council, after a mature deliberation of the matter, fhall order the 
proofs to be produced, and the information and depofition of the witnefles'lhall 
be received in the form prefcribed by the ttatutes and cuftoms. 

If the cafe appears to be of weight enough to deferve being deprived of the 
habit, the matter, or his lieutenant, fhall make his complaint of it to the gene- 
ral aflembly, which fhall be fummoned for this purpofe, by the found of a bell 
in the ufual manner. He fliall then, before them, declare the crime of the per- 
fon accufed, fuch as it is in faft) or, if he is minded to veil the enormity of it, 
and avoid the fcandal of an ill example, he need only fay that the perfon accufed 
has wronged the order of above a mark of filver, in the criminal’s prefence and 
hearing, who is to be brought thither under a ftrong guard by the matter 
equerry. 

- The complaint being made, the matter, or his lieutenant that prefides in his 
ftead, leaves it- to an egard of bailiffs to examine into it, to fee the informations 
and proofs on, which it is founded, and the interrogatories of the accufed) after , 
which they are to proceed to fentence, according to the law of God, and right . 
rcafon, the ttatutes and laudable cuftoms of the order. 

The matter, or his lieutenant, names the prefident of the egard, and deputes 
one of his religious, a man of integrity, to appear before them as his attorney, 
and carry on the neceflary profecucion. After Which the prefident and the egard 
of bailiffs retire into another place, where the matter's attorney on one fide, and 
the criminal on the other, appear before them. The attorney demands that the 
criminal be ftript of the habit, according to the heinoufnefs of his crime) the 
criminal is allowed to anlwer, and make his defence. If he confefies his crime, 
and asks pardon for it, the egard go three feveral times to the matter and the 
aflejnbly, to defire grace may be tttcwn to the criminal. If the matter finds 

1 that 
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that the ftatutes allow him to grant it, they proceed no further: but if he per- 
fifts in requiring juftice to be done, the egard return to the place from whence 
they came. 

If the perfon accufed denies the fa£l, they produce witnefles, informations, 
and proofs : and if he be convi&ed, either by nisown confefilon, or by the de- 
pofitions of the witnefles, the egard pronounce the fentence, and condemn him 
to be deprived of the habit. Then they call in the matter's attorney, and ac- 
quaint him with their fentence. He exhorts the criminal to follow the egard, 
which goes to appear before the matter and the attembly : there he fues again for 
pardon, and the egard intercede for him. But if the matter or his lieutenant per- 
fift in their refufal, and order the fentence to be read, the foreman and egard of 
bailiffs, after three fevcral orders, pronounce the fentence in the criminal’s pre- 
fence, declare him convi£tcd of the crime, and condemn him to be ftripped of 
the habit. 

When the fentence has been read aloud, the criminal falls on his knees before 
the matter, or his lieutenant, and continues to fue for grace ; the matter equerry 
Handing by him all the time, ready to execute'the orders of the grand matter, or 
his lieutenant, one of which turning towards the criminal, denounces the fen- 
tence of deprivation againtt him in thefe words, w Since you have by your crimes 
u and irregularities rendered your fclf unworthy of wearing any longer the fign 
u of the true crofs, and the habit of our order, which we admitted you to, out 
“ of our good opinion of the regularity of your condudt * we do therefore, ac- 
“ cording to our ftatutes and cuftoms, for the praife of fuch as do well, and 
“ for a terror to evil doers, deprive you of the habit of our order, and cut you 
“ off from the noble fociety of our brothers : catting you away as a corrupt and 
u a putrified member. 

After thefe words, the matter equerry, by the matter or his lieutenant’s order, 
ftrips the criminal of the habit, in this manner : . at the firft command, he only 
puts his hand on the mantle of the perfon condemned •, at the fecond, hp unties 
the firings of his fleeves a bee, or which are pointed at the end, letting them 
fall down before ; at the third, he unties the firing that fattens the mantle, and 
takes it off his fhoulders, faying thefe words, “ By the authority of my fupe- 
“ rior, I take from you the ties of the yoke of the Lord, which is truly eafy, 

M and the habit of our order, which you have made your felf not worthy to wear. 

And then, by the grand matter’s order, he carries him back to prifon. 

When the perfon accufed is abfent, the firft ftep taken, is to cite him, ac- 
cording to the form of our ftatutes and cuftoms : if he docs not appear, out of 
contumacy, or it is not pra&icable to take him, in cafe the crime he is accufed 
of was committed publickly, and dire&ly contrary to the tenor of the ftatutes, 
or is a notorious one, for which he ought to be deprived of the habit } in fuch 
cafe,- provided there be fufficient and legal proofs of his guilt, they proceed 
againtt him in his ablence, as much as if he was prefent, his contumacy does not 
favc him, but he is condemned by the egard •, and the grand matter, or hit lieu- 
tenant, declares him deprived of the habit j in which the formalities before men- 
tioned are obferved. They bring a mantle into the rnidfl of the attembly, 
and, after the third command, the matter equerry takes it and carries it away, to 
the reproach and ignominy of the criminal. 

S The manner; of reftoring the habit to fusb as have been deprived of it. 

CUSTOM. 

39. ’Tis the cuftom of our order, to fhew clemency and mercy to fuch as re- 
pent of their crimes, and return to a more regular conduct And therefore, 
when one of our brethren has been deprived of the habit for his faults, and has 
afterwards repented of them, and feems fo difpofed to amend them, that he de- 
ferves to be pardoned according to the tenor of our ftatutes, and it is thought 
proper to reftore him the habit, *tis ufually done in the following manner. 

The grand matter, or his lieutenant, convenes the attembly or congregation 
by the found of the bell : and taking his place in it, with the bailiffs, priors, and 
pther dignitaries and brothers of the order, in the ufual manner j the matter, or 
his lieutenant, order the matter equerry to bring the perfon that had been deprived 
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of the habit, in a fccular drefa, or even in his fhirt, with a rope about his neck, 
if his crime be fuch as deferves it : he is brought in holding a taper lighted be- 
tween his two hand^ joined together, as a token that he will foon recover the 
true charity and love of the order. 

In this condition he throws himfelf at the mailer's feet, add humbly asks his 
pardon, beieeching him to reilore him the habit, and rc-aamit him into the fo- 
ciety of the brothers} upon which the mailer makes him this anfwer, Tho* 
“ it is evident that your former faults have juftly brought upon you a depriva- 
w tion of our habit, yet, as we are in hopes you will be more regular for the 
“ future, we pardon you, we reilore you the habit of our order, and receive 
“ yoU again into the iociety of our brothers. Do your beft to live for the fu- 
“ ture in fo regular a manner that we may never have another occafion of mak- 
“ ing you feel again the rigor and feverity of juftice : the grace that we (hew 
“ you is great} it is but very ieldom granted} we wiih it may turn to the wcl- 
“ fare both of your foul and body. 

Then the mailer equerry, by the mailer’s order, takes a mantle, which he 
puts upon his (hoylders^ and fallens it with the firings, faying, “ Take, for the 
“ lecond time, the yoke of the Lord, which is eaiy and light: may it contri- 
“ bute to the faying of your foul* ” The new knight praiies God, thanks hint 
for his goodnefs, and devotes himielf to the fcrvicc of the order. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA $ ENGLE. 

40. Whoever is reftored to the habit in a different form, is not to he deem- 
ed legally reftored ; and after all, the knight, tho* Ik be reftored to the habit, 
does not recover his right of feniority and refidcncc. 

$ucb at bav4 dealt in commerce JbaJI mt be admitted knights. 

Br.HUGH DE LOUBENX VERDALE. 

41. We en*&, that all foch as have trafficked in merchandise} or whofe pa- 
rents and grandfathers by the father and mother’s fide have done fo, or have been 
bankers, money-changers, dealers in exchange, cafhiers and goldfmitbs, or have 
fold in a magazine or mop, by weight or meafure, filkeo or woollen fluffs, com 
or any other merchandize whatever, (hall not be admitted knights, tho’ gentle- 
men of name and arms, in whatever flute, town or province they are bora.* 

That no per/on be admitted , whofe farents aSualty detain the efiatei of tie order . 

The fame MASTER. 

41. It has been determined by a very equitable and mafonable cuftom, that no 
perfon (hould be received into the order, who is confiderably in debt. For a 
like reafou we declare and ena&, that no body (ball bo received whofe lather 
has detained, or who detains himfelf, any lands, pofleffions, jurifdi&joos, or any 
Other eftate or right belorcing to the older, unfefl he has nrfl made rcftkution 
thereof. We likewifo order the commiffariea deputed to receive the proofs of 
noble defcent, to inform themfelves exactly, and examine the witneftes upon this 
article. 

— 1 ■ - - 1 *.' ■ ‘ -«r— 1 ; r ,„ 

Of the Church. 

TITLE III. 

Of tie worfiip of divine things. 

CUSTOM. 

1 . rpHE main and soft eflential duty of a religious, is to adore God, to honour 
1 him with all his heart and all his foul, and apply himielf continually to 
what regards his werihip. We therefore enjoin and command our brothers to 

* Except the town of Florence, Genoa and regard t9 thick ’u» CMWgh if foe can- 

didate hit *ot trafficked himfelf, tho' his father dealt that way. 

3 (hew 
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(hew a fingular reverence to (acred and divine thing#, that they may obtain the 
divine affiftancc, and fight with greater fortitude and (deeds againft the enemies 
of Jefus Chrift. 

Of tb* prayers which (be hr ethers are obliged to fay every day. 

CUSTOM. 

a. The founders of pur order, out of their great prudence, thought fit to 
order, that our brother knights and fervants (who arc b<?ijBd to apply tnemielvcs 
to prayer to lift up their mind to God) (hould not be incumbered with too many 
prayers which might hinder their employing chctnfelves in hofpitality, and the 
defence of the faith. Our anceftors therefore inftituted this method of prayer, 
viz. That all the brothers, profefled of the order, knights and fervants, (hould 
fay the Lord’s prayer taught by Jefus Chrift himfelf in the gofpel, and common- 
ly called the pater nofter, one hundred and fifty times over every day, at once 
or at different times as they can. This number of pater nofters is defigned as a 
fort of commutation for the ecdefiaftical hours, viz. thirteen for the mattens 
of the day > thirteen for the mattens of our Lady } thirteen for the prime * four- 
teen for the tierce | fourteen for the fixtb, and as many for the ninth hourj 
eighteen for vefpers} fourteen for compline j fifteen for the fifteen morning pfalms j 
fourteen for the vigils of the dead, and eight for the vefpers of the fame office. 

Theee is likcwife another laudable cuftom eftablifhed, and confirmed by the 
pope, that fuch as were minded and had leifure for it, (hould fay the office of 
the holy virgin or that of the dead, that they might not be obliged to repeat 
fuch a number of pater nofters. The brother priefts however, the deacons, fub- 
dcacons and Clergy of our order, are obliged to fay the Roman breviary, if en- 
gaged to do fo bv the ecdefiaftical order they are entered into: we enjoin like- 
wife all our brethren to be exaft in difeharging this part of their duty, which 
has been derived down to us from our anceftors* 

Tie days Ou which our hr ethers art obliged to faft. 

CUSTOM. 

J. First, AU the Lent from A(h-Wednefday to Eafter-day. If the feaft of 
SuMark the evangdift or of thegreat litanies fells in Eafter week, the feft (hall 
be put off till after the odavc. Tne rogation days, Monday, T uefday and W ed- 
nefday before the afeenfion of our Lord. Whitfun eve, and the ember days in 
Whitfiin week, and the ember days at the other feafpns. The eves of the fol- 
lowing feafts, of St. John Baptift, St. Peter and St. Paul, all the apoftles, Sr. 
Lawrence the martyr, the AfTumption, Conception, Nativity, Annunciation, 
and Purification of the BldTed Virgin, All-Saints, and the Nativity of our 
Lord. 

CUSTOM. 

4. The brothers of our order, as wdl knights as fervants, are obliged to re- 
ceive the holy feenunent of the cucharift three times a year, at Eafter, on Whit- 
funday and Qiriftmas day. 

Br.JOHN L’E V E S QJ7 E DE LA CAS SI ERE. 

f • Anp on the feaft of Sr. John Baptift our patron : we declare that the 
clergy are likcwife obliged to do the feme, tho’ not promoted to the order of 
prielthood} and likewile the conftaters or donats. 

Of the difapprepriatm and coafeffou which the brother t art to make before they go 

on Jbipbeard. 

Br. PHILEBERT DE NAIL LAC. 

6. We enjoin all the brothers of our order, who go on board the galleys or 
other veffels, to confeft themfelves devoutly and nuke their difeppropriatioo, 
which (hall be fealed up and put into the bands of the prior of the church, or 
of his vicar or the fubprior, on pain of being put to perform a qua&ntaine on 

their 
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their return* and of lofinga year’s pay, if they are brothers of the convent: a 
commander fhall lofe one year’s profits of his commandry, which {hall be paid 
into the common treafury. 

Who the brothers of our order are obliged to confefs to. 

Br. HUGH REVEL. 

7. We forbid our brothers to go to confeffion to any pried but to the prior, 
or fome chaplain of our order, it there be any to be got : in cafe they have a 
mind to confefs to any other pried, they muft ask the prior, or in his ablcnce, 
the fubprior leave to do fb. • 

Of the modefly which the brothers are to ob ferae during the celebration of divine 

fervice. 

Br. ANTHONY FLUVIAN. 

• 8 . We ftri&ly enjoin our brothers not to go into the chancel or choir in 
time of divine fervice, or lean upon the altar, for fear of incommoding the 
pried that officiates. Such as violate this datute {hall be punifhed with a fad 
of forty days. 

That the brothers are obliged in walking or fitting to keep to the order of their 

feniority. 

Br. CLAUDE E LA SENGLE. 

p. We add to the foregoing datute, that all the brothers, as well in the 
church as at proceffions, mall keep the order of their feniority : that none of 
them Ihall place themfelves upon the feats or benches of the great priors, the 
bailiffs, or the lieutenants of the conventual bailiffs, under the aforefaid penalty. 

Of the proceffions which they are obliged to make. 

CUSTOM. 

10. They make the following proceffions in the church of the hofpital* up- 
on the feads of the Purification and Aflumption of the blefled Virgin, the Af- 
cenfion of our Lord, Corpus Chridi and St. John Baptid. Every Sunday and 
Wednefday there are proceffions to the infirmary to pray for peace, and beleech 
God to avert earthquakes. There are none' upon arty other fead, except it fell 
.on a Sunday. 

Of the folemnity to be ufed on the day of the nativity of the holy virgin , for tho 
victory gained that day over the Turks. 

Br. JOHN DE LA VALETTE. 

11. We are particularly obliged to celebrate with great reverence and devo- 
tion the fead of the Nativity of the holy Virgin mother of God, as well ' for 
the fingular benefits which we and our order have always received from her, as 
for the vi&ory which God was plcafed to give us on this day over the Barba- 
rians. The Turkilh monarch,- the bitter enemy of the chridian name, and 
particularly of our order, fent a mighty and wed provided navy againd us in 
if6f. to attack our ifland: the Infidels gave terrible adaults both by fea and 
land, and continued them for four months together without intermiffion * and 
having, carried by dorm fort St. Elmo, which lies at the entrance of the port, 
ruined the other fortrcffes, cadles and badions, levelled the walls with the 
ground, burnt the country houfes, demolifhed the churches, and laid all the 
ifland in defolation* we were reduced to the utmod didrefs, and yet, by the 
affidance of almighty God, the bravery and the refolution of our brothers, we 
held out againd all the efforts of the enemy, with fo much' courage and con- 
stancy, that the fuccours fent by Philip II. king of Spain his truly Catholick 

majelty, fudcr the command of don Garcia de Toledo viceroy of Sicily arriv- 
ing, the Turks, weakened by the lodes they had differed from us, and terrified 
3 at 
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at the approach of thefe frcih troops, were forced to fly away ihamefully, af- 
ter feeing the beft of their aitny cut in pieces, without' being able to execute 
their defijgps. r . 

We therefore acknowledging that we owe this victory to almighty God, to 
the holy virgin Mary his mother, and to St. John Baptift our proteobor, have 
thought fit, for the continuing a perpetual mendory of this Angular benefit in 
our order, to make a law to be inviolably cbferVed forever, by which we com- 
mand andena#, that they ihall, in all tpe churches of our order, make procef- 
fions, and u(e -other ecclefiaftical folemnities and ceremonies with great reve- 
rence and devotion every year, upon the feaft of the nativity of the holy vir- 
gin i that there ihall be a lermon ih her praife, by whole interceifion we ob- 
tained fo glorious a victory, the feries and progreis whereof fliall be likewifc re- 
preferited to the people in the fennon > and on the eve of the feaft they ihall 
ufe the office of the mafc called de requiem, with the ufual prayers for the reft of 
the fouls of our brothers, and all 6thdfs that loft their lives for the faith and for 
our order in this bloody war. 

fbat they make prayers for peace. 

Br. PHILIBERT D E NAILLAC. 

We order likewiie that in our convent they provide reputable marriages for 
fix of the young women that are ufed to be maintained in the hofpitaf at the 
expence of our order} and if there are none, that other poor virtuous and mo- 
deft virgins, fuch as the grand mafter ihall chooie, ihall be difpofed of in that 
manner, with a portibn of fifty crowns to each in cloaths and money. The 

E ricft who ihall officiate at the high mats, after chanting the pater nofter, ihall 
ned down before the .altar, and fay aloud the prayers which begin with Lae- 
tatus, &c. for the peace and tranquillity of the catnolick church, the chriftian 
world, and the order of St* John, by whofe favours, aififtance and revenues 
we are protected and defended from the tyranny of the Turks. 

That they pray for the mafter and the order. 

Br. PETER D’AUBUSSON. 

15. We order and appoint that in all our churches and chapels, in what part 
of the world fbever they are feated, the priefts that fay mafs mail make in their 
memento exprefs mention of the mafter and brothers of our order, that God 
may give them his bleffing to vanquiih the enemies of the catholick faith, to 
the honour of almighty God, for whofe glory and church they fight, and that 
it would pleafe his divine Majefty to preierve our order. 

Of the prayers to be f aid for every brother that dies. 

CUSTOM. 

14. Thirty mafles ihall be faid for the foul of every brother that dies} at the 
firft of which every body prefent ihall offer a lighted taper and a peny, which 
laft ihall be diftributed to the poor. Every prieft ihall fay a mafs: the deacons 
and fub-deacons ihall read the pfalter. The knights and ferving brothers ihall 
fay every one of them \ hundred and fifty pater nofters, or the office of the 
dead, for the foul of the brother deceafed, befides the prayers which they are 
obliged to lay every day. 

Of the mafs which is to be faid for the dead. 

Br. H U G H R E V E L. 

if. We order, that on the Monday after Quinquagcfima every year, a mafs 
ihall be faid in all the churches and chapels of our order, where there are priefts 
deputed for the mailers and brothers that are dead } and that the vigils of the 
dead ihall be fung on the Sunday before at vefpers. 

F Br. 
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Bn WILLI AM DE VILL ARET. 
l< 5 . We order and enjoin all the brothers to affift at this fervice, and to offer 
every one of 1 them a wax taper and a peny. The mailer is obliged to give a 
filver lys to every brother there prefent. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 
ty. The brother that ffiall negleft to be at the fervice, ihall be puniffied 
with the feptaine. 

CUSTOM. 

t 8 . There are to be fermons in the church of the convent every Sunday in 
Advent, every feaft in the year, and all the time of Lent. 

Br. PETER DE CORNILLAN. 
ip. We conilitute and appoint that the nine leflbns of the holy crofc be read 
every Friday in the church of our order, unleis it be in Advent, from Scptua- 
gelima to Whitfunday, on days when the office is of nine leflons, on the oc- 
taves of feafts, and on ember days. 

Br. ANTHONY FLUVIAN. 

20. We forbid all the brothers of our order to prefume to correfb, add, or 
diminish any thing whatever in the books of our churches, without authority 
from the prior of the church. He that is guilty of doing fo ffiall be puniffied 
with the quarantaine. 

Br. JAMES DE MILLY. 

21. A learned man ffiall be chofe to inftru 6 fc the young clergy in the Latin 
tongue, and another to teach them to chant. The falanes of both ihall be 
paid out of the trcafury. 


Of the promotion of the clergy to holy orders. 

Br. HUGH RE VEL. 

, 22. We forbid ail our brothers, of what condition focver, to get any cler- 

f yman, that is profeflcd in our order, promoted to holy orders, without being 
rft prefented to the prior of the church, and a licenfe from him j that no cler- 
gyman can be made fub-deacon till he is twenty one years old, nor deacon be- 
fore twenty two, nor prieft before twenty five. That iiich clergymen as have 
not been profefled in our order, ffiall not be admitted into the fervice of the 
hofpital, till they have firft produced their letters of ordination. 


Of tbe ornament and repairs of churches. 

Br. PHILIBERT DE NAIL LAC. 

2}. We enaft that the bailiffs, priors, caftellan of Empofta, capitulary bai- 
liffs, commanders and brothers that manage the commandoes and eftates of our 
order, ffiall take immediate care to put the churches and chapels in good and 
decent repair, to provide them with books for their life, with ornaments, cha- 
lices, and all other things proper for divine fervice, in proportion to the revenues 
of the refpe£tive houfes and commandries, and to have them likewife fupplied 
devoutly by brother chaplains of good life and converiation, and in defe 6 t of 
fuch, bv other priefts, either fecular or regular, till they can get chaplains that 
areprorcflcd of the order. 

The priors and caftellan of Empofta ffiall fee to the execution of this regu- 
lation, and ffiall fix the commanders and brothers a time to perform what is re- 
quired of them j if they decline doing it, they ffiall lofe the profits of their 
houfes and commandries, till they have made proviffon as directed ; only a fmall 
pittance being referved out of them for their bare food and raiment : if the 
priors and caftellan of Empofta fail ;to do their duty, they ffiall be obliged to 
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pay at their own expcnce, for making the provifion here dire&ed, becaufe this 
care is part of the bufinefe of their office. 

Of the penfion and provifion due to parijh-priefts and other beneficid pet font. 

Br. JOHN DE LA VALETTE. 

24. Whereas there are in our order feverai churches with cure of fouls* 
and other churches and chapels* where divine fervice is to be faid, that have 
fo poor a revenue, that it is not Sufficient for the decent maintenance of a parilh 
pricft, perpetual vicar, or other incumbent, we enjoin the priors and caftellan 
of Empofta, with their provincial chapters, to examine carefully into the mod 
proper means of providing a fufficient and handfome maintenance for thefe ec- 
cleuafticks : allowing them to make fuch provifion by the union of fome neigh* 
bouring benefice, by an handfome penfion, or portion, or by any other more 
convenient and rational way, that they may go thro’ the functions of their mi* 
niftry with the greater effea and reputation. 

Of the comptrollers of the church . 

Br. JAMES Dfc MILLY. 

if. We ena& that two religious, men of integrity, and of good life and 
convention, be chofe by the matter and his council, and deputed by all the 
languages which they are not of themfelves : who fhall, in conjunction with the 

f rior of the church, or fome chaplain whom he fhall depute as a fit and capa- 
lc perfon in his Head, examine diligently whether divine fervice is performed 
exactly in the church of St. John, and the chapels and oratories that depend 
on it, agreeable to the regulations made about the fpiritualities and temporali- 
ties of that church, and thofe chapels, and fhall repair, correct and reCtify 
whatever they find there amifs and defective. 

They fhall make and keep an exa£t inventory of all deeds and inttruments 
relating to the foundation of chappels, the eftates and revenues annexed, and 
the ornaments belonging to them, which when the)' go Out of their office, 
they fhall prefent to the matter and his council, to be delivered to thofe that fhall 
be appointed to fucceed them. 

They fhall make their reports at the aflemblies in ember-weeks, of all that 
they have obferved in their office, and of all that they think wanting, that tho 
matter and council may provide for it accordingly. Their office fhall laft but 
one year, unlels the matter and council continue them longer. They are ex- 
empted from mounting the guard, that they may have the more leifure to fol- 
low the bufinefs of their office. 

That all things proper for divine •worfhip , that fhall he found among the effects 
of brothers deceafed , Jhall be deliver'd to the church of the convent . 

Br. JOHN FERDINAND D’HEREDIA. 

26. We enaCt, that all things dcfigned for divine worfhip, as chalices, gold 
and filver or gilt veflels, fluffs of gold, filver or filk, or any fuch like things, 
which fhall be found among the effedts of our deceafed brothers, as well on 
this fide, as beyond the fea, lhali be delivered to the church of our convent, un- 
lefs they have been given by the priors, bailiffs or commanders in their life-time, 
to particular churches in their cotnmandries, in which cafe we would have them 
remain in thofe churches, and an inventory be taken of them. 

Of the prefent s that the new-eleSed priors are obliged to make to the church. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

27. We ena&, that the priors and thecaftellan of Empotta, when they have 
been elected, and have enjoyed their priories or caftellany one whole year, fhall 
be obliged to offer to the church of our convent, a prefent to the value of at 
leaft fifty crowns of gold, which they mutt fend within the fix months next 
following, to the comptrollers of the church* and in failure thereof fhall be 
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confident as debtors to it, and bo obliged to pay that fum, as if it Was due to i 
the common treafury. 

Br. JOHN L’EVESQJLJE DE LA CASSIERE. 

18. As an appendage to the foregoing ftatute, we enaft that the capitulary 
bailiffs fhall be P obliged, under the fame penalty as the priors, to offer to the 
Surchof the convert a prefent to the vafue of at leaft twenty five crowns of 
gold, after they have enjoyed the revenue of their bailifiage for one year. 

The fame MASTER. 

ao We enad that fuch matters as (hall not, within five years from the day 
of their ekaion, have made the church a prefent of an ornament fit to officiate 
in pontifically « divine fervicc* fhall be difqualified to exercife any grace or pre- 
rogative of the mafterfhip in conferring commandnes of grace. 

tfbe days on ‘which the brothers are to wear their mantle. 

Br. C LAU D E D E LA S E N G LE. 

10 Our brothers are obliged to wear the robe or mantle, on Chriftmas-eve 
at vefpersj and on Chriftmaf day at matt and vefpers} on St. Stephen s day at 
mafc and vefpers > on St. John’s day at mafs } on the day of the circumciGon at 
mafs t and on the Epiphany at mafs : on Candlemas day at mafs } on palm Sunday 
at mafs; onThurfday, Friday, and Saturday in paffion- week, at all the offices y 
Eafter day, and the day following, at mafs and vefpeis j on Afcenfion day 
^mafs } on Whitfiin-eve at vefpers j on Whitfundav, and the day following, 
at mafs and vefpers } on Trinity Sunday at mafs and vefpers * on the eve of 
St. John Baptift at vefpers * and on Midfummer day at mafs and vefpers} on 
thefeafts of the invention and exaltation of the holy crofs at mafsj on the 
feaft of the affumption of the holy virgin at mafs and vefpers ij on the day of 
the beheading of St. John Baptift at mafsj on the nativity of the holy virgin 
at matt} onAll-faints day at mafs and vefpers} on All-fouls day at mafsj and at 
all times when the brothers would receive the : holv euchanft. 

The members of chapters are likewife obliged to wear it m general chap- 
ters* the conventual bailiffs, or their lieutenants* the pnors and capitular bai- 
lSL in their egaids, and affemblies} and the fixteen cfeftors, when Jey pro- 
cS £ the chlce of the matter : whoever fails to do fo is to be pumfhed with 

a qUarantaine. 


Of Hoipitality. 

TITLE IV. 

That the brothers ufe hospitality. 


CUSTOM. 


w XOspitality is one of the moft eminent a£ts of piety and humanity: all 
rT chriftian people agree in this opinion, becaufe it comprehends all other 
afts. It ought to be exercifcd and efteemed by all good men, much more by 
fuch as are for diftinguifhing themfelves by the name of the knights hofpitaUers. 
And for this reafon, we ought not to apply our felves more particularly to any 
other funaion, than to that from which our order receives its denomination. 


Of the comptrollers of the infirmary. 

Br. JOHN DE LASTIC 

£. That our infirmary may be governed with the greater exa&nefs and dili- 
gence, we decree, that two comptrollers be chofe every year by the matter and 
his council, out of different languages} who fhall vifit the fick carefully every 
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day, and if they find any thing wanting that is neceflary for their cure, they 
fhall provide it immediately. The director of the infirmary fhall be obliged to 
give them every month an account in writing of all that he has laid out : if this 
be not done, he by whofe fault it happens mail be turned out of his office. 

How the comptrollers , the fecretary of the infirmary , and the commander of 
the little commandry , ought to conduit themfelves. 

Br. FABRICIO DE CARRETTO. 

3. To prevent accidents which may eafily happen, we enaCt, that the com- 
ptrollers of the infirmary, as foon as they are choien by the matter and council^ 
fhall take an oath in the council that they will well and faithfully execute their 
office, for the relief of the gentlemen that are fick, and will keep an exaCfc jour- 
nal of every thing that is laid out, either in thp apothecary’s office or in the in- 
firmary, which is to be paid out of the common treafury. The like oath fhall 
be taken by the fecretary of the infirmary, as foon as he has been prefented by 
the great hofpitaller, according to antient ufage, to the mailer and his council, 
and been approved of by them. The commander of the little commandry fhall 
do as much, and fhall promife to give nothing to the fick, without the order of 
the phyficians, and the knowledge of the comptrollers, who fhall put it down 
in their accompts: for no expence that is not made in this method, fhall be 
palled or allowed. 

Br. JOHN DE LASTIC. 

4. The comptrollers of the infirmary fhall every evening examine the expencc 
that has been made in the day, and fhall put their names to the accompt * 
otherwife it mull not be allowed by the procurators of the common treafury. 

That an inventory he made of the goods of the infirmary 
The fame MASTER. 

j*. We enjoin the comptrollers and the hofpitaller to make ftriCt fearch every 
year for the legacies, gifts, and goods of the infirmary, and fhall take an inven- 
tory thereof in due form, which they fhall fign and leal with their own foals, 
in the prefence of the director of the infirmary, the prior, and two witnefles : 
they fhall infert in this inventory all veffols of gold, filver, tin and brafs } all 
beds, blankets, fheets, tents, ana every thing belonging to them, together with 
all furniture, and other things ufed for the lervice of the chapel of the palace* 
of the chambers, kitchen, and other offices, and put down a valuation of every 
article. They fhall alfo put a mark upon the goods, that they may know them 
again ; and take care that every thing be put in a fafe, clean and convenient 
place. We likewife order the director of the infirmary to take nothing out 
from thence, either privately or openly, directly or indirectly, or to change or 
convert them to any other ufe. 

Of vifiting the apothecary's room. 

The fame MASTER. 

6 . To prevent the ill qualities of medicines doing any mifehief to the fick* 
we order, that the apothecary’s room fhall be vifited by the hofpitaller and the 
comptrollers, in the prefence of the phyficians, as often as they fhall judge pro- 
per $ and the phyficians fhall, in their prefence, examine the drugs very care- 
fully and exaCtly, and fee whether the fhop is well furnifhed with them, and 
whether any drugs be wanting that are proper or neceflary for the fick, that 
they may not want relief by the apothecary’s fault. 

Br. JAMES DE MILLY. 

7. We enjoin the director of the infirmary, and the comptrollers, to have 
the ftatutes that relate to the hofpital, wrote on a fair fkin of parchment, which 
fhall be fixed to a board and hung up in the palace of the fick, to be feen by 
all the world} that the ftatutes which are made for them may be the more furely 
and exaCtly obferved. 
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Of the hofpitaller' s feal. 

The fame MASTER. 

8. For the fecurity of the goods and furniture provided for the ufe of the 
fick, we order the hofpitaller or his lieutenant to have a Heel feal, to mark the 
coverlets, furniture ana other goods that will bear fealing, to prevent their be- 
ing changed, carried away or embczzelled : which feal {hall be put in a lea- 
thern bag, fealed with the feals of the hofpitaller or his lieutenant, and of the 
comptrollers, and {hall be kept by the director of the infirmary. The plate 
and other goods which are not in ufe every day, {hall be put in a place apart, 
and the keys of it kept by the dire&or and comptrollers. 

That a chaplain Jbould be deputed “with the prior of the infirmary . 

Br. JOHN DE LAST I C. 

p. We require the hofpitaller to depute fome chaplain of our order of good 
life and converfation,whom he {hall firft prefent to the prior of the church, to 
be approved of and confirmed by him. The chaplain {hall {ay four mafles a week 
in the infirmary, and the prior three, that the fick may hear mafs every day. 
He that officiates {hall pray to God for the health of their fouls and bodies, 
and the ufual falary {hall be paid them. They {hall be obliged to hear confef- 
fions, to adminifter the holy cucharift, to bury them after their death, and, in 
a word, to do every thing that is neceflary either for the faving of their fouls, or 
the chriftian interment of their bodies. 

Of the exemption of the prior of the infirmary i 

Br. JT AMES DE MILL Y. 

io. The prior of the infirmary ought to be careful and diligent in attend- 
ing on the fick, efpecially in what concerns their lalvation. We therefore or- 
der him to do his utmort in this refpe&, to fay mafs to them, to adminifter the 
holy facraments to them, and acquit himfelf faithfully of every other pan of 
his duty. And that he may do this with the greater convenience, we exempt 
him from caravans, and allow him to keep a fervant, for whofe maintenance he 
{hall receive out of the common treafury the fame quantity of wheat that a 
brother knight receives. 


Of the pbyficians of the infirmary. 

Br. JOHN DE LAST I C. 

ii. Learned and experienced phyficians {hall be called in for the relief oF 
the fick, and {hall take an oath in the prefence of eight brothers of the lan- 
guages j that they will do their beft for the recovery of the fick, following the 
practice and writings of the moll approved phyficians; and that they will vifit 
them at lead twice a day without fail, to preferibe what is proper for them, 
notwithftanding any other bufinefs upon their hands. The director of the in- 
firmary {hall be by at their vifits, and the focretary, who {hall write down with 
great exaftnefs all that the phyficians preferibe. The phyficians {hall have a 
lalary out of the common treafury, and may neither demand nor receive any 
thing from the fick for their fees. 

Of the Chirurgeons. 

The fame MASTER. 

11. We order, that for the lame fervice of the lick they pitch upon two 
chirurgeons that are prudent, difereet, and skilful in their profeffion. They 
muft be fill! examined and approved of by the phyficians of the infirmary : 
©therwife we forbid them to t>e admitted. 
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That the diteSlor of the infirmary vifit the fick every night . 

The fame MASTER. 

131 The director of the infirmary ought to be very careful of the fick* that 
no accident happen by his negligence. We enjoin him therefore to go attend- 
ed by a faithful fervant, to vifit them with prudence and difcretion at the hour 
of compline and day break, fpeak to them, exhort them, encourage them and 
aflift them all he can. The comptrollers, when they go thither in the mornings 
fhall enquire whether he has done his duty if he has failed in any refpeCt, they 
fhall give him a fevere reprimand, and order him to be more exaCt for the fu- 
ture j in failure of which, they mutt provide fomebody elfe. The director of 
the infirmaiy fhall take care to give the fick none but the beft and molt deli- 
cate forts of food, as pullets ana chickens, good bread and good wine, to fup- 
ply them with good nourifhment : the comptrollers are likewife ordered to take: 
care that the fick be fo treated. 

Of the modeft carriage of the fick in the infirmary . 

The fame M A S T E R. 

14. To reftrain the infolence and immodeft behaviour of fbme, we order the 
fick, as well brothers as feculars^ to carry themfelves with great civility and 
modefly in the infirmary } that nothing be given to them but what the phyfi- 
cians order : if they are fo bold and importunate as to demand any thing elfej 
we forbid it to be given them. Such likewife as begin to be better fhall make 
no noife, nor play at cards, dice or chefs : they fhall not read hiftories nor 
chronicles aloud, tho’ they may read them to themfelves, and without making 
any noife. Such as will hot correct themfelves df this ill habit fhall receive no- 
thing from the infirmary, fhall be turned out of the company of the fick, and 
go to live elfewhere as they pleafe : they do not deferve the advice of phyfici- 
ans or the benefit of medicines that flight* the precepts and rules of phyfick. 
The director is to take care this rule be obferved, otherwife he fhall be turned 
out of his poft. The brothers may continue there for ten days after they are 
out of the phyficians hands, and eat at the director of the infirmary’s table, 
the expence of which fhall be made good to him out of the Common treafury. 

Br. ALPHONSUS of PORTUGAL. 

if. When the brothers fall fick they may continue for three days rn their 
own chambers, whither every thing that they want fhall be fent them from the 
infirmary, the fame as if they were there : but if they do not go thither after 
that time, they fhall not be afiifted with any necefiarics at the expence of the 
order. 

That the brothers confefs themfelves , and make their difappropriation When they go 

into the infirmary. 

Br. JOHN DE LAS TIC. 

id. We enjoin all the brothers that go fick into the infirmary, to Confefs 
themfelves and receive the holy eucharilt within twenty four hours afterwards. 
They fhall likewife make their difappropriation or declaration of all their ef- 
fects, which fhall be fealed with the prior of the infirmary’s feal. If they re- 
fufe doing it in the faid fpace of time, they fhall be expelled the infirmary, and 
receive no afliftance thence. We enjoin likewife the director of the infirmary 
to keep a (ufficient number of regular and diligent fcrvants to attend on the fick, 
and two women of good reputation to breed up children that are found expofed, 
whom they mud take care to have baptized. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA S ENGLE. 

17. All the difappropriations of our brothers that die either in the convent 
or elfewhere, fhall be regiftred in the court of exchequer. 

1 
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Of tbe wills that are to be made by fecular perfons ftck in t heirfirmary. 

Br. JAMES DE M I L L Y. 

1 8. We order all fecular perfons, that are fick and received into our infirma- 
ry, to confefs themfelves and receive the communion > after which the prior 
and the comptrollers {hall admonilh them to make their wills. This will {hall 
be made by the prior, or by the fecretary of the infirmary in his prefence, or 
in the prior’s abfence by a prieft, in the prefence of two or three witndfes ■, and 
can’t be annulled or broken afterwards without incurring the penalties of the 
canon law. The prior and fecretary {hall have as much authority to make it, 
in the prefence of at leaft two witncfles, as two publick notaries would have. 

It {hall be regiftered in a book, for the fecurity of the rights of fuch as are in- 
titled to the eftate or effects of the deceafed. If the fecular perfons that are 
fick, are not in a condition, or do not care to make their will, the director of 
the infirmary and the comptrollers {hall order the prior or fecretary to make an 
inventory of all that belongs to them, in the prefence of two witnefles, to re- 
ftore it to them if they recover their health, and to deliver it to their heirs if 
they chance to die : and the effe&s recited in the inventory are locked up in a 
fafe place under the keys of the diredtor and the comptrollers. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA S ENGLE. 

ip. The comptrollers arc ordercsLto fee that the wills of feculars that die in 
our infirmary be executed pundtually. 

ftbe manner of burying deceafed brothers. 

Br. NICOLAS DE LORGUE. 

20. ’Tis a very decent practice in the funeral honours paid to our brothers, 
that their bodies mould be covered with the habit given them at their entrance 
into the order, and which they worft afterwards all their life j and therefore we 
order that all the brothers of the hofpital, when it pleafes God to call them,ihall 
be buried in their mantles a bee, i. e. with points, and the white crofs. 

That tbe corps of feculars deceafed be buried handfomely. 

Br. JOHN DE LAS TIC. 

21. We order that the corps of fecular perfons that die in our infirmary 
Ihould be buried handiomely) that the chaplains {hall walk before the corps 
and pray for the foul of the deceafed : that the four perfons that carry the bier 
{hall wear black robes, which Ihall be made and kept for this particular pur- 
pofe : the director of the infirmary is to fee that this be done. 

That no body fball appear in mourning at the death of our brothers , 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

22. We order that the corps of our brothers {hall be buried honourably: 
wc exprefly forbid all perfons, as well our brothers as feculars, to appear in 
mourning at the funeral of a brother, or even of the grand mailer himfelf, in 
what place foever he ihould die. 

Of tbe opening of tbe coffers of the deceafed. 

Br. JAMES DE MILL Y. 

23. To prevent any embezzelling the effe&s of the deceafed, we exprefly for- 
bid all perfons to open the coffers of fuch as die in the infirmary, but in the 
prefence of the hofpitaller, the dire&or of the infirmary, and the two comp- 
trollers. If they find any goods therein that may be of fervice in the infirma- 
ry, they lhall not be applied to any other ufe. 

1 

Of 


Digitized by ^.ooQle 




THE ORDER OF ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM. 29. 

Of the four hundred florins left to the infirmary by Villeragut. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA S ENGLE. 

24. As it is very reafonable to comply with the laft will and intention of tef- 
tators, we allow none of our brothers, what authority foever he is invefted 
with, to difpole of the fum of florins that was left as a legacy to our infirmary 
by brother James dc Villeragut caftdlan of Empofia, or of any improvement 
that has either been made already, or (hall hereafter be made of it : unlefs it be 
the great confervator of our convent, who may difpofe of it for the fervicc of 
the uck according to the will and intent of the teftator. 

Of the privilege of the infirmary. 

Br. FABRIC IO DEL CARET TO. 

2f . We enaft, that if any criminal comes to take fan&uary in our infirmary, 
and any doubt be made whether he (hall have the benefit of it or no, the hofpi- 
taller, or his lieutenant, ihall, at the infiance of the caftellan or judge, give or* 
der for his fafe keeping in the infirmary, till the cafe has been fully examined 
into : and if it appears that he ought to enjoy the privilege of fan&uary, he 
ihall be fent out of the ifland on the firfi fhip that fails, as has been the anti- 
ent pra&ice. 

- 

The cafes in which the infirmary cannot feme for a fanfluary • 

Br. CLAUDE D E LA S ENGLE. 

1 6. The privilege of the infirmary ihall bn of no ufe to affaffines, to fitch 
as pillage the country by night, to incendiaries, to fodomites, to confpirators, 
nor to robbers. Such likewife as are guilty of murdering any body by ambuf- 
cado, wilfully in cold blood, treacheroufly, or by poifon j the fervants too of 
our brothers, fuch as have attempted the lives of our brothers, judges, or mini- 
fters of juftice, perfons that are m debt, fuch as have committed crimes within 
the infirmary it lelf, or defignedly in hopes of finding fan&uary there, falfe wit- 
nefles, facrilegious perfons, robbers on the highway } all thefe are excluded from 
the privilege of it. 

The fame MASTER. 

27. We order that they ihall continue to difiribute the alms that ufe to be 
given in our commandries. 


Of the common Treafury. 

T I T L E V. 

Of the charges of the common treafury , and the regulations to be made on 

> that head. . . , 

CUSTOM. 

1. CJINCE the eftates and eflfe&s belonging to our order Were conferred upon 
O it by the liberality of pious men, to fupport the expence of hofphalicy 
and make war upon the enemies of the chrifiian name, our brothers have no 
right of property therein, it being entirely yelled in the order. But as there is 
no making the mod of them whillt they are left in common, by reafon of the 
diftance of the places, and difference of the nations where they lye, our predc- 
ceffors entrufted the management pf them to our brothers in different places, 
under the title of commandries, charging them with penfions that were to be 
paid annually, and might be augmented or diminilhed according to the time and 
circumfiances of affairs. 

H So 
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So chat the commanders are obliged to remit at lead the fifth part of the re* 
venues to the common treafury, frequently the fourth part, fometimes an half, 
and even the whole profits, if it be fb ordered by the general chapter, which 
has the foie authority of regulating and impofing thefe penfions or contributi- 
ons, which we call refponuons or imports \ and determines and declares pub- 
lickly what is to be paid by every particular commander. The chapter fends its 
orders and decrees under its feal to the priors, the caftellan of Empofta, and 
the provincial chapters, enjoining them to take care that every adminiftrator pay 
the penfion laid upon him. 

That all are obliged to pay the dues of the common treafury « 

Br. PETER D’AUBUSSON. 

2. We ena&, that all the priors, the caftellan of Empofta, the bailiffs, com- 
manders and brothers, exempt or not exempt, fhall, on account of their prio- 
ries, caftellany of Empofta, bailliages, commandries, houfes, and other eftates 
belonging to the order, pay really and truly every year in the provincial chap- 
ter, and if there be none held, upon the feaft of St.John Baptift, the dues of 
the Common treafury, laid or to be laid, with the arrears and every thing elfe 
due from them, to the receivers and procurators that fhall be deputed for that 
purpofe, notwithftanding any claufes, graces and exemptions (which can’t be 
granted to the prejudice of the common treafury) without any delay, excufe, 
appeal, oppofition or impediment, either on account of war, devaftation, or any 
other realon whatfoever. 

That the dues of the common treafury be paid without any abatement , notwkbjland* 

ing all impediments. 

The fame MASTER. 

If any of the laid priories, caftellany of Empofta, bailliages, comman- 
dries, or other demefnes belonging to the order, be damaged by war, by the 
impoftsof princes, bad weather and harvefts, or any other unforefeen accident} 
nay, if they fhould be utterly ruined, the adminiftrator is ftill obliged to pay 
the full dues of the common treafury, laid or to be laid, without any deducti- 
on or abatement, and without any oppofition or delay, it not being fit that the 
treafury fhould fuffer from fuch accidents ; fo that all the lofs falls upon the 
priors, bailiffs, commanders, and other adminiftrators, who are bound to make 
good the dues to the treafury, though all the profits arifing from the eftates 
under their care, fhould not be fufficient for it: it being the bufineft of admi- 
niftrators to forefee and pruvid* againft future arcidents. 

Alteration of the manner of computing the years of the mortuary and 

the •vacancy .’ 

Br. JOHN DE LA VALETTE. 

4. It has been a cuftom hitherto obferved, that in cafe of the death of the 
priors, bailiffs, commanders and others, adminiftrators of the eftates of the 
order, the common treafury fhould, befides other things, have the right of the 
mortuary and the vacancy, i. e. the profits and revenues arifing from the de- 
ceafe of the adminiftrator to the Midfummcr following , and from that day to 
the feme feaft in the year following : but becaufe this manner of computing 
has occafioned a great number of difputes we have thought fit to change it, 
and eftablifh the following one. 

The mortuary fhall comprehend all the revenues of the priories, bailliages, 
commandries and other adminiftrations, from the death of the perfon poflefled 
of them till the feaft of St. Philip and St. James which fells on the firft of May: 
and the vacancy fhall take in all that arife from that day till the feme day in tne 
year following, which fhall be brought to the common treafury as foon as that 
term is expired. Declaring however that no alteration is hereby intended to 
be made in the cuftoms ana ftatutes which require the dues of the common 
treafury to be paid at the provincial chapter, or if none be held, on the na- 
tivity 
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tivity of St. John Baptift, but they {hall {till remain in their full forehand 
vigour. 

Of the dues to be paid to the common treafury by fucb as pet commandries by 

refignation. 

Br. PETER D’AUBUSSON. 

f. We ena£t likewife, that two whole years revenue of all the priories, boil-* 
liages, commandries, or other adminiftrations that pals into the hands of a 
new incumbent, by way of ceflion or relignation, {hall be paid into the com- 
mon treafury by the new adminiftrator, or by the receiver, who, if it be thought 
more advantageous, may collect the profits himfelf, or farm them out to others^ 
We except, however, out of this rule, fuch commandries as are left for mak- 
ing improvements on, or are exchanged regularly according to the form of our 
ftatutes. 

That the new adminiftrator s of a commandry that is refigrid Jball be bound to 
pay the debts due from the refigner at the time of his refignation. 

The lame MASTER. 

6. The priors, the caftellan of Empofta, the bailiffs, commanders and new 
adminiftrators, that become fo by refignation, fhall be obliged to pay all the 
debts the refigners owed at the time of their refignation. Providing however* 
that fiich as get into pofleffion contrary to the ftatutes and cuftoms of the or- 
der, fhall not acquire any right to the priories, caflellany of Empofta, bailli- 
ages, commandries, and new adminiftration. 

Of the charges to be paid by the pojfeffors of members or portions . 

The lame MASTER. 

7 . We ena£t, that all the brothers of our order, which {hall poflefs any 
members or demefnes, and portions of priories, the caflellany of Empofta, bail- 
liages, commandries, or other adminiftrations, fhall be obliged to pay the dues 
of the common treafury, laid or to be laid, in proportion to the value of fuch 
members or demefnes, which fhall be executed in tne manner following: when 
an half, a third, or fourth part of the revenues of thefe eftates is charged 
upon them, thofe that poflefs thefe members {hall pay the fourth, the third, or 
tne half of the profits, in proportion to their real value, without prejudice to 
the penfion which the prior or commander has referved to himfelf. 

Br.JOHN DE LA VALETTE. 

8 . And if the brothers of our order, which poflefs any members of priories, 
bailliages, or commandries, do not pay their part of the refponfions or impofts, 
at the time appointed, they {hall (notwithftanding any payment thereof made 
for them by our priors, bailiffs or commanders, to our receivers, who may levy 
them upon which party they pleafe) be reputed and deemed debtors of the com- 
mon treafury, and incapable of obtaining any poll or eftate in the order, till 
they have fatisfied the faid priors, bailiffs or commanders j who fhall have power 
likewife, after a Ample demand, to feize upon all the revenues of the faid mem- 
bers, or re-imburfe themfelves out of the farmers of the faid members, if there 
be any. If the pofleflors of the members make any oppofition thereto, and at- 
tempt to hinder it, the members fhall immediately, without any further pro- 
ceedings at law, be united and incorporated with the commandries they depend 

.on: they fhall likewife, if it be neceflary, apply to the civil power, to force 
the pofleflors to payment. We authorize alio the priors, the caftellan of Em- 
pofta, the bailiffs and commanders, to employ any of our brothers for the put- 
ting of this ftatute in execution, making him a reafonable and fufficient fatif- 
faftion for his pains, which the refractory pofleflors of the members fhall be 
obliged to make good to them. 
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Of the mortuary and vacancy which the poffeffors of members are to pay. 

Br. PETER D’AUBUSSON. 

p. We enaft, that upon the death of any priors, the caftellan of Empofta, 
of any bailiffs and commanders, and, as often as the cafe happens, the members 
that depend on the caftellany of Emoofta, the bailliages ana commandries, and 
fucli as poflefs them, fhall be obliged to pay the dues of mortuary and vacancy, 
as well as the adminiftration that they depend on. We order, for this end, that 
in all the letters or grants of adminiftration of fuch members, there be always 
an exprefs refervation of the dues of the common treafury, of the mortuary and 
the vacancy ; and if they fhould not be exprefly referved, they fhall always be 
underftood to be refervea tacitly, and muft be paid accordingly. 

How the mortuary and vacancy are to be paid by fuch as are in poffeffion of 
the members wbilfl the commandry is vacant . 

Br. JOHN D’OMEDES. 

to. We ena&, that if the brother who is in pofleffion of a member of a 
vacant commandry, enjoys at the fame time another commandry, he fhall be 
obliged to pay the whole revenue of the member of the vacant commandry, 
not according to the common valuation of the order, but according to its real 
value at the time of the mortuary and vacancy} or after the rate it might be 
farmed at. But if the pofleflor of the member has no other commandry, he 
may keep the third part of the revenue for his fubfiftcncc} but muft pay in the 
other two thirds to the common treafury, according to their real value. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

1 1 . The fame regulation fhall be obferved with regard to penfions.’ 

Br. JOHN DE LA VALETTE. 

it'. We declare, that fuch as have no commandry, but have two or more 
members or penfions, fhall be obliged to pay into the common treafury all the 
revenues of the member or penfion, at the time of the vacancy of the comman- 
dry upon which they depend, unlefs the faid members or penfions depend on the 
fame commandry, or elle thofe which they depend on are vacant at the fame 
time : for in fuch cafe the third part of the faid members or penfions fhall be 
left to the brother that enjoys them, and the refidue fhall be paid into the com- 
mon treafury, the divifion and valuation of the revenues of thefe members and 
penfions being made with an allowance for the months, and not according to 
the yearly profits at the true value, or the rate which fuch members ufe to be 
let for at that time. 

That villages , granges and houfes fhall be fubjeft to the mortuary and the 

vacancy. 

Br. JOHN L’EVE SQU E DE LA CASSIERE. 

ij. We ena£t and declare, that the mortuary and vacancy fhall take place in 
all villages, granges and houfes that depend on commandries. 

That the revenues of a commandry which there is no brother qualified to enjoy, 
fhall be paid into the common treafury. 

Br. PHILIP DE VILLERS DE L’ISLE-ADAM. 

14. If, as it happens fometimes in a language or priory, there is no brother 
qualified to enjoy a commandry which is vacant, we order the revenues of it to 
be paid into our common treafury, till there is iomebody ftatutably qualified to 
have it$ and the faid revenues take place from the time of the mortuary and 
vacancy. 4 . 
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. V 

Of the dues for paflage which the brothers are obliged to pay. 

Br. HUGH DE LOU BEN X VERD ALE. 

if. We enaft, that all perfons that are minded to profefs rhemfelves in our 
order, if they would be received in the rank of brother knights, lhall pay for 
fheir paflage, to the common treafury, or fiich perfons as are deputed by it, 
the fum of two hundred crowns of gold, or the value of that fum, before they 
lhall be admitted to make their profeflion. Such as defire to be admitted in 
quality of ferving brothers, (hall pay one hundred and fifty} and in failure there- 
of they lhall not enjoy any feniority, which is only to bfe reckon’d from the day 
that they have paid their paflage fees. Whoever has admitted them to make 
their profeflion without feeing this payment made, lhall be obliged to pay it for 
them, notwithftanding any commifnon granted him for that purpofe. Such as have 
paid their paflage lhafi not be liable to have their feniority difputed j but if they 
do not pay it till a fuit is actually commenced about it, it mail Hand them in 
no Head. 

Br. JOHN L’EVESQUE DE LA CASSIERE. 

id. We ena£t, that fuch as mall make their profeflion in our order, in ver- 
tue of a papal brief, lhall pay their paflage as well as others. 

The fame M A S T E R. . 

17. Such as lhall be received into our order in quality of confraters or do- 
nats, with per million to wear the crofs, according to the $6 th article, of the re- 
ception of the brothers of the order, lhall pay the fum of one hundred and fifty 
crowns of gold for their paflage to the common treafury, and in failure thereof 
lhall not be deemed to be admitted* 

' fbat bulls of feniority flail not be of any prejudice to the common treafury , the 

mafter , or the priors, 

Br. PETER D’AUBUSSON. 

tfL We decree, that letters of feniority or expe&ative bulls of commandries 
againft they become vacant, upon whatever iuft reafons they are granted, lhall 
not be taken fo as to prejudice either the rights of our common treafury, as to 
the effe£ts of brothers deceafed, the mortuaries, vacancies, or any other of its 
dues, impolcd or to be impofed, or the difpofitions which the grand matters, 
the priors, or the magiftral chamber may make thereof in venue of their pre- 
rogatives } all which rights we would have preferved in their full extent and 
force. 

In what time the dues of the common treafury art to be paid , and what are the 
penalties incurred by fuch as do not pay them, 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

ip. Whereas generally the brothers of our order, who have the adminiftra- 
tion of priories, bailliages, commandries and other eftates, negleft or refufe to 
pay the dues of our common treafury, we decree and enadt, that in failure of 
payment of the refponfions, impofts ordinary and extraordinary, mortuaries, va- 
cancies, arrears, or any other due or debt whatever to our common treafury, in 
the provincial chapter, or if there be not any held, on the nativity of St.John 
Baptitt, the priories, caftellany of Empotta, bailliages, commandries, mem- 
bers, and oth^r adminiftrations, lhall from that time be deemed to devolve and 
be united to our common treafury, and be vetted in the hands of our receivers, 
or other perfons deputed for that purpofe, who lhall receive the profits thereof, 
or let them out to others, till all that is due to the common treafury be paid, 
with all cofts and charges that it has been at. 

But if our brothers who are in pofleffion of priories, the caftellany of Em* 
pofta, bailliages, commandries, members, or other eftates, or any others in 
their behalf, attempt to relift our receivers, or ether deputies, and hinder them 

I from 
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from receiving the revenues of the faid priories, caftellany of Empofta, bailtl- 
ages, commandries, and other eftates, or from letting them out to other farmers, 
they (hall from that time, without/any farther fummons, citation* proceedings 
fentence, or other declaration, be deprived of the (aid priories, cafteUany of 
Empofta, bailliages, commandries members, and other eftates, though they 
fhould be minors of fourteen years, and deftitute of guardians, though no ac- 
count would be made of them if they had any, and the receivers bare affirma- 
tion or certificate fhall be received as a full proof of fuch refiftance and oppo- 
fition. 

We enjoin all priors and the caftellan of Empofta to fee that this ftatute be 
executed and pun&ually obferved > and in failure thereof, they fhall be deprived 
of the prerogative of retaining the fifth chamber, and of conferring a com- 
mandry of grace, which is a part of their privilege j fo that the provifions 
which they fhall grant of it, fhall be null and of no efielh 

jfgainft the debtors of the common treafury. 

Br. JOHN DE LA VALETTE. 

io. As it is to no purpofe to make laws unlefs they are obferved, Specially 
luch as preferibe the manner of recovering the dues of the common treafury, 
we enaft, that the foregoing ftatute fhall be exaCtly obferved without any ex- 
ception j and that fuch as mall not have fully dilcharged the dues and debts 
of the (aid common treafury in the provincial chapter * and if none is held on 
the nativity of St. John Baptift, ana paid them by that time into the hands of 
the receiver, fhall be obliged to go in perfon within a month, reckoning from 
the laft day of the chapter, or from the faid feaft of St. John, or fend a proxy 
duly authorized without being forced to do fo to find the receiver, though he 
has neither required nor fummoned them for fuch purpofe, and pay into his 
hands all that they owe and take his acquittance for it j or in failure thereof 
confign their priories, caftellany of Empofta, bailliages, commandries, and other 
eftates in their pofieffion over to him, in lieu of or fecurity for their debts : and 
if they negleft to do fo, they fhall, without any form of citation or fignifica- 
tion (for the term in the provincial chapter affigned by the general chapter is a 
fufficient citation to them in the treafury’s behalf) be deemed duly and legally 
cited to the convent. So that if they do not within the fpace of nine months, 
reckoning from the holding the provincial chapter, or from the faid feaft of 
St. John, or from the month abovementioned, appear in perfon in the convent, 
they fhall from that time, without any other fentence or declaration interven- 
ing, be deemed ipfb jure, deprived of the laid priories, caftellany of Empofta, 
bailliages, commandries, and other eftates, which may be difpofed of and filled 
up immediately. 

In the mean time the receivers fhall have power to feize, keep in their own 
hands, and manage in the behalf of the common treafury, not only the priories, 
bailliages, commandries, and other eftates particularly liable to the faid debts, 
but all others that arc in the pofieffion of the debtors, till full payment be 
made, and to proceed according to the tenor of the foregoing ftatute, which 
we do not intend to derogate from in any refpeS, but rather to confirm and 
enforce it. We enjoin all receivers, on pain of paying themfelves double the 
debt, to lofe no time in giving the mafter and convent notice of the flacknefi 
and negligence of fuch debtors. 

On the fame fubjeft. 

Br.JOHN L’EVESCLUE DE LA CASSIERE. 

zi. Whereas feveral brothers of our order that are in debt to the common 
treafury, notwithftanding various ftatutes, regulations and ordinances made by 
general chapters againft them, do, in contempt of the penalties therein contain- 
ed, and without any fear of God or zeal for the order, defer paying what they 
owe to our common treafury, we ena&, that they fhall not oe admitted for 
the future to fit in any general chapter, egard, ordinary council for the elc&ion 
of a grand mafter, court of exchequer, congregation of the languages, or in 
any conferences or aftembliesr Of 


\ 


Digitized by ^.ooQle 


THE OROa Of ST. JOHN Of JERUSALEM. 

Of debtors condemned by tbt court of exchequer. 

The fame MASTER. 

21. We ena£fc, that fuch as have had the management of any eftates of the 
order, either within or without the convent, and have, by a fentence of the 
court of exchequer, been condemned to pay certain fums, mall nor, in cafe of 
their appeal to us and our council, be lo much as heard, till they have firft laid 
down the fum adjudged by the decree of the court. 

That the farmers of the commandries Jball make Ho payments to the debtors of the 

common treafury . 

Br. PETER D’AUBUS SON. 

2$. Being defirous to make a ftri&er provifion for the execution of the re- 
gulations made againft bad paymafters, we foibid our brothers, on pain of be- 
ing deprived of their commandries, our vaflals, on pain of a breach of their 
oath of fealty, and the farmers or tenants of commandries and other eftates, not 
to pay any thing of the refits and profits thereof to commanders that are de- 
prived on pain of the afbrefaid penalties, and of not having it allowed in their 
accounts, and of paying it over again. We enjoin likewife all priors, receiv- 
ers and procurators, to publifh in every provincial chapter, the ftatutes made 
againft bad paymafters, which fhall however be put as much in execution if 
they are not publifhed. 

Of the debtors of the common treafury. 

Br. BAPTIST URSJNI. 

24. We ena&, that no brother of our order, of what quality foever he be, 
that is indebted to the common tneaftlry, fhall be capable of having any dig- 
nity, commandry, office or benefice, till he has paid all his debts to the trea- 
fury. 

Br. JOHN DELA VALET T E. 

if. They fhall likewife be difqualified to enjoy any member or penfion, even 
filch as the grand mafters, languages, priors, bailiffs, commanders, or others of 
the order give of grace, or to gratify any body elfe with them. 

That fuch as are indebted to the common treafury at the time of the mutition , Jball 
not be capable of having any dignity or commandry. 

Br. JOHN DOMED ES. 

26. We decree, that fuch brothers, as at the time of the mutition of digni- 
ties and commandries in their languages, are in debt to the common treafury, 
mall not be capable of having any of thole that are vacant, even though they 
fhould have configned their commandries over to the treafury for the payment 
of their debts, or fhould have paid them after the mutition ; they fhall be 
deemed utterly incapable of enjoying them. 

Who Jball be enfrufted with the care of the commandries that are taken away 

from bad paymajlers. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA S ENGLE. 

27. We decree, that the priories, caftellany of Empofta, and commandries 

that are taken away from bad paymafters, fhall be given by the grand mafter 
and council to fach of the brothers as will pay the debts 6r tbofe that are de- 
prived of them : they fhall however follow the method and ftile of the order, 
in preferring always fuch as have not yet had their cheviffement, or the firft 
commandry that falls to them in their turn by right of feniority, provided 
they will accept them in lieu thereof, and pay the debts of the perfon de- 
prived. 4 

Ir 
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If no body will accept them on thefc conditions, they may difpofe of them 
indifferently, as o.f grace to the commanders or brothers of the convent, (lick- 
ing however to the order of feniority, and the condition of paying the trea- 
sury. If no body at all offers to accept them, they (hall continue in the poffef- 
fion of the common treafury till the debts are difeharged. 

flat when any brothers are deprived of the habit , the mortuary and vacancy Jball 

be paid out of their commandries. 

Br. JOHN L’EVESQUE DE LA CASSIERE. 

*8 . We enaft, that when any priors, the caflellan of Empofla, bailiffs, or 
commanders are deprived of the habit for any crime whatever, the mortuary 
and vacancy of their priories, caflellany of Empofla, bailliages and comman- 
dries (hall be paid into the common treafury. 

Of the commandries taken away from debtors that flail be deprived of the habit 

of the order. 

The fame MASTER. < 

19. We ena£t, that the common treafury (hall enjoy the priories, bail- 
Uages, commandries and other eftates that ill adminiflrators (hall lofe by being 
deprived of the habit, till the whole debt due to it be entirely difeharged j after 
Which the mortuary and vacancy dues (hall commence: the new perfons pre- 
sented to thefc priories, bailliages and commandries (hall touch none of their 
revenues, till all that is due to the common treafury be paid. 

That the effects of brothers deceafed flail belong to the common treafury . 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA S ENGLE. 

- 50. All. the goods and effects of our brothers that die cither in or out of the 
convent, of what nature foever they be (which we call their fpoils) belong of 
right to our common treafury, except thofe of brother chaplains or fervants of 
office, which belong, to themin whofe priories, bailliages or commandries they 
made their refidence. 

What part of the fpoils belongs to the church. 

Br. D I E U-D O N N E D E G O Z O N. 

$t. We except however all veflels of gold, filver or gilt, which are in the 
form of a crofs, or elfe of a chalice, and fo feem dedicated for the communion 
fervice j all lelfer veflels ufed at the altar for holding wine and water j allihrines 
for relicks, and all forts of eccleffaftical ornaments, whether of gold, filver or 
filk, and all utenfils for divine fervice j all breviaries, pfalters, &c. which be- 
long to the church. We except hkewife the fpoils of the grand mailer’s fenef- 
chal, his caflellan, and other brothers that are in his fervice, which belong to 
the grand mafler. 

What part of the fpoils is to be left for the ufe of the commandries. 

The fame MASTER. 

$ 1 . They (hall leave for the ufe of the houfes of the commandries all forts 
of utenfils and goods that are necefiary, as beds, ticking, blankets, and other 
furniture ufed in the chambers, buttery, and kitchen by the commander in his 
life-time * the waggons, carts, and other inftruments for ploughing. If there 
be more oxen, cows and (heep than* were generally kept on the commandry, 
the overplus (hall be divided between the common treafury and the commandry. 

Br. JOHN DE LA VALETTE. 

J}. We declare that the foregoing ftatute (hall be of force in all comman- 
dries, the revenues whereof arife from the produce of cattle of that fort, but 
in others, all the cattle (hall belong to jhe common treafury. If there are 
£ more 
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more horfcs or oxen on the commandry than are neceffiuy for tillage, they ihall 
leave half of them by way of inventory to the fucceeding commander, and the 
other half Ihall go to the common treafurv, but may be left to him for an an- 
nual rent, or fold to him at a price agreed on. We declare that a commandry 
ihall be deemed to depend on this produce, if ic has been obferved to do fo of 
old i or if the new commander, by prefencing an authentick fchedule of thefe 
cattle in due form to the prior and chapter, or provincial chapter, has put it on 
that footing, or declares tnat he docs now put it. 

Br. JOHN D’OMEDES. 

34. The horfcs and mules of brothers deceafcd out of the convent, and o- 
ther animals proper to be rode or fit for the faddle, ihall belong to . the com- 
mon treafury with all their furniture. 

Of the arms found among the fpoils of the brothers. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

All forts of offenfive and defcnfive arms found among the fpoils of our 
brothers that die either in the convent or beyond fca belong to the treafury, and 
are to be kept together in one place under a good guard, to fervc for the de- 
fence of the convent, except fwords and daggers. 

Of the receivers. 

Br. ROGER DE PINS. 

36. That the dues of our common treafury may be more commodioufly re- 
ceived and distributed for the difpatch of bufinefs, we require the mafter and 
his council to appoint receivers in every priory, and in the caftellany of Em- 
pofta, to recover and receive thefe dues, and difpofe of them according to the 
orders of the mafter and council. 

♦ - ' ' 

Of the oath of the receivers. , 

Br. C LAU D E D E LA SENG LE. 

S 37. Such receivers ihall take their oath before the grand mafter, if they are 
'mt in the convent, and before the priors, if they are abfent from it, and 
fwear that they will well and faithfully execute their office, which ihall 
laft only three years) but the mafia: and his council may continue them longer 
if they fee fit. 

Br. JOHN L’EVESQUE DE LA CASSIERE. 

38. They muft in a month, after their three years are expired, deliver to 
their fucceflbrs all fums of money, jewels, gold and filvor plate, fpoils, inven- 
. tones, mortuaries, and all other effects whatever belonging to the treafury, with 
an account of all debtors, on pain of being deprived of the conptaandries, 
members, penfions and other revenues that they hold, of the order, which ihall 
be forfeited to the treafury. Six months afterwards they muft repair to. the Con- 
vent in perfon to give account of 'their adminiftration, which ux months ihall 
be confiaered as fo much refidence in the convent. 

But if upon examination of their acounts they are found behind hand, and 
do not pay their arrears in the following month, they ihall be put in prifon, 
and be incapacitated to enjoy any dignities, polls, or revenues of the order, 
from the time of the examination of their accounts. We order likewifc their 
commandries, members, penfions and other effe&s to be confifcatiod by the 
treafury till the principal, intcrcft, damage and changes are fully paid: 
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Of the office of the receivers and procurators of our common treafury out 

of the convent. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA S ENGLE. 

jp. Every receiver within the bounds of the priory where he is fettled, 
Ought to take care to recover and receive the refponfions and imports of the 
priors, caftellan of Empoda, bailiffs, commanders and others that enjoy any 
erttates of the order, the paflage dues of the brothers 5 the arrears due from 
them, their fpoils, the mortuaries and vacancies due to the treafury upon their 
deceafe, and all other dues, effc&s and debts that belong to it in any rcfpe£fc 
whatever. 

If receivers, by reafon of death, ficknefs, or other impediments are not in a 
condition to do what they are here dire&ed, we order the procurators that are 
deputed in every priory to take care of the execution of thefe orders. The 
receivers and procurators flull be obliged to go to the provincial chapter to 
demand, recover and receive the laid refponfions, imports, and other debts. 

How tbe receivers ought to proceed in recovering the fpoils and mortuary dues. 

Br. PHILIBERT DE NAILLAC. 

40. W e ena£t, that when a receiver or procurator of the treafury, or other 
perfon deputed for that purpofe goes to any place to gather the fpoils and mor- 
tuary dues, he (hall take with him a commander or fome other brother, or 
two men of integrity, and the neared neighbours to the deceafed : and in fail- 
ure of fuch, an honert fecular, with a publick notary, in whofe prefence he 
{hall vifit and take an inventory of all the goods, utenfils, com and fruits that 
he fhall find there, which he (hall get atteded by two witnefles. He {hall 
leave the commandry in the date he found it in, and likewife half of the over- 
plus goods for the improvement of it, and fhall give an authentick account of 
every thing to the provincial chapter. If he aos otherwise, and wrongs the 
order to the value of one mark of filver, he fhall be deprived of the habit. 

On the fame fubjetti 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

41. The receivers, procurators or commiflarics aforefaid fhall make two di- 
din£t inventories, the one containing the date of the commandry, the other an 
account of the effe&s of the deceafed commander which belong to the trea- 
fury : they fhall likewife in the prefence of the aforefaid witnefles draw up an 
account in writing of all debts due to the deceafed, and open his difappropri- 
ation whild thefe witnefles are by and looking on. They fhall then fend a copy 
both of the debts and of the difappropriation to our convent, and the fecretary 
of the exchequer fhall tranferibe botn of them into a regifter different from 
that of the priory, for we would have books kept for this purpofe in every 
priory. If the brother deceafed did not make his difappropriation, or if he 
did, and it cannot be found, the receiver fhall give notice thereof to themader 
and convent. 


Declaration in relation to tbe fpoils and mortuary dues. 

Br. HUGH DE LOU B E N X DE VERDALE. 

4t. To diflinguifh the dues of the mortuary from thofe of the fpoils, we 
declare that the traits which fhall be upon the ground on the day of the pof- 
feflor’s death, and not gathered in, fhall belong to the mortuary : thofe wnich 
are gathered in fhall belong to the fpoils. 
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The receivers JbaU give an account of all that they have received to the provin- 
cial chapter . 

Br. PHILIBERT DE NAILLAC. 

The receivers (hall give in to every provincial chapter a very particular ac- 
count of every thing that they have received, and of every thing that is Hill 
(landing out and hot received} yet the priors and provincial chapter have no 
authority to allow and pals their accounts, but only to hear and fign them : for 
- the cognizance and palling them belongs to the mailer and convent. The re- 
ceivers are obliged likewifc to lay before the provincial chapter an account pf 
all fums of money that they have received of the dues of the treafuiy, in mor- 
tuaries, vacancies, or other things. When the chapter breaks up, the prior 
gives an account thereof to the mailer and convent} to whom the receivers 
fend likewifc duplicates of their abcompts, that they may have a clear know- 
ledge of the (late and afiairs of the treafury, where thefe accompts (hall be re- 
giftered. 

Of the fcbedule which the receivers are to fend of fucb as have paid , and of 
fusb as are fill behind in arrears. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

44. As foon as the provincial chapter breaks up, the receivers (hall, with the 
accompts of the lall year, fend the mailer ana convent a fchedule of fuch as 
have paid in the chapter, and of fuch as have not paid, and the fums that 
they owe; and to fpecify likewifc every particular fum of money which they 
have received on any account or debt whatfoever. Such as do not obferve what 
is preferibed by this and the foregoing (latute, (hall lofe a whole year’s profits of 
their commandries : and if it be a brother of the convent, he (hall lofe a year 
of his feniority, in favour of his Fiamauds, or juniors. 

The receivers can take nothing of the J "foils to tbemfelves. 

Br. BAPTIST URSINI. 

• 4j*. We forbid the receivers of the priories, and the callellany of Empofta, 
to take for their own ufe any beds, hou(hold goods, or other things belonging 
to the fpoils of the priors, the caftellan of Empofta, the commanders or bro- 
thers which die in the faid priories and callellany. Such as are guilty of do- 
ing fo, (hall be immediately deprived of their office, and pay double the value 
of what they have fo taken, to the treafury} any cuftom whatever to the con- 
trary in any wife notwithftanding. 

The receivers fball take nothing of what belongs to the commandries. 

Br. DIE U-DONNE DE G O Z O N. 

4 6 . The receivers, in colle£fcing the fpoils, mortuaiy, or other dues, (hall 
take nothing that belongs to the (fate of the commandries, and is for the ufe 
of the houfes, but (hall leave every thing whole and untouched. Such as make 
bold to do fo, (hall be obliged to make reftitution, and repair the damage at 
their own expence} for we will not have our treafury liable to any fuch chaige. 

We fine them likewifc the value of the mortuary of the commandry, which 
(hall be paid to our treafury. The prior likewifc, and caftellan, (hall, at the 
inftance of the commander that is injured, force the receiver to make fuch refti- 
tution } and in cafe of neglc6fc on their part, the prior and caftellan (hall be 
forced by the mailer and council to make good the damage themf^ives. 

That the receivers are to put the money they receive in a fafe place. 

Br. PETER D’AUBUSSON. 

47. We order the receivers of each priory, and the caftellany of Empofta, 

to put the dues of the treafitry which they have received, or are to receive, in- . 

to 
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to fafe hands, taking from them good fecurity, or elfc to keep it in their own 
houfe, in a lafe place ; and to give an account thereof and of the hands the 
money is put in, to the priors and caftellan of Empofta, their lieutenants, or 
the commanders of the lard priory or caftellany, in the provincial chapter, and 
not otherwife: and that they may be fully fatisfted of the truth of fuch account, 
they fhall produce before them the receipts of the money and deeds of fecurity' 
to prevent any part of the money’s being embezzled or funk by any accident 
whatever. Such receivers as fhall not exa&ly obferve this ftatutc fhall be de- 
prived of the habit. 

That notwitbft anding any fuit whatever, the receivers Jhall he paid the dues 

of the treasury. 

Br. JOHN DE LAS TIC. 

48. We enjoin the receivers of our treafury, to demand and receive the dues 
which belong to it, without troubling themfelves with the claims of fuch as are 
at law in relation to them : they are to receive them of fuch as are in pofleffion 
of the priories, commandries or houfes that are the fubjeft of the difpute, 
without any prejudice being done to either of the contending parties by fuch 
receipt. If thole that are in pofleffion of the commandries make the leaft diffi- 
culty on this head, they fhall be put out of pofleffion, and deprived of all man- 
ner of right to them, and be proceeded againft as difobedient and rebellious 
perfons. 

That the receivers take poffefjion of the commandries that are fubjeQ to the 
mortuary and vacancy , Without licence from any body. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

4P. We ena&, that as foon as ever any priors, caftellan of Empofta, bailiffs, 
commanders, and other adminiftrators of our eftates die, or elle abdicate in their 
life-time, the receivers and procurators of our treafury fhall, of their own au- 
thority, without any previous licence from a judge or court of juftice, take real 
and actual pofleffion of the priories, caftellany of Empofta, commandries, and 
other eftates in the name of the convent, that they fhall receive the profits of 
them, colleft the fpoils, mortuaries, vacancies, and other debts, and keep pof- 
feffion of them till our treafury is entirely paid. 

If any brother of our order prefume to oppofe them in the faid taking pof- 
feffion, or in the enjoyment of the faid revenues, he fhall be deprived of his 

{ >riories, commandries and offices : if it be a brother of the convent, he fhall 
ofc his right of feniority. 

Jgainft receivers that negleEl to get in the debts due to the treafury. 

The fame MASTER. 

yo. If receivers neglect to demand and get in the debts, and do not fequefter 
the commandries of the debtors into the nands of our treafury, as is provided 
by our ftatutes, they fhall be themfelves refponfible for the debtor, and pay the 
debt. We make the fame ordinance with regard to all other debts of the trea- 
fury, if they fail or defer, after the day of payment is palled, to take the proper 
meafures to recover them ; which they mull make appear they have taken when 
they give in their accompts. 

That the profecutions carried on, or fentences obtained at the fuit of receivers 
againft bad paymafters, fhall not affeSb our ftatutes and regulations. 

Br. JOHN D’OMEDES. 

yi. Whereas it happens frequently that our receivers, for the more eafy 
recovery of the dues of our treafury from bad paymafters, proceed againft them 
according to the form of our ftatutes, or otherwife ; and whereas fome arc ap- 
prehenfivc* this may do hurt to our cortftitutions, we declare, that as often as 
our receivers proceed according to the form of papal indultos and privileges, or 

4 otherwife. 
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o tb erwifej bcjftH’t: any judge, whatever, or before the: fuperior of our order} 
plough it be againft minors of fourteen years, that are without tutors, or any 1 
other debtors of our treafury, even fo far as to obtain declaratory fentences*. 
importing deprivation from priories, the caftellany of Empofta, bailliages, com- 
mandrics, benefices and eftates depending, thereon, itwny' manner whatfoever, 
this lhall not be deemed any deviation from, or be of any prejudice to the con- 
ftitutions made againft fueli debtors, feut we ena£t, that thofe ftatutes {hall 
ftill remain ; in their force and vertuc, ahd.the -proceedings, penalties, arid other 
things annexed to them lhall ftill have their full effcft. i , t 

. ; : The fame MASTER/ 

fi. Ws ejia&j that. the books of our receivers, and other writings figned 
by their hands, lhall be, entirely credited, with regard to the debtors ofour 
peafury, without any other proof whatever being needful: 

- Of the procurators of the common treafury in the convent. 

Br. JOHN DE LAS TIC. 

f $. There cannot be too much care and exa&nefs ufed to fecure the eftates 
and dues of our treafury. And therefore for the better adminiftration thereof 
befides the jgreat commander, . who in vertue of his office is particularly de- 
puted for. this purpofe, and capnot be removed from it. We decree, that the 
mafter and his council lhall, after due confideration, choofe from among the 
priors or bailiffs of the order that are in the convent, or elfe out of the capitu- 
lary bailiffs or the lieutenants of the conventual bailiffs, two religious men of 
integrity, prudence and diferetion to take care thereof, who lhall take an oath 
for the due execution of. their office, and lhall have ftrong coffers well pro- 
vided with locks, not to be opened without three keys, of which each of them 
lhall keep one. They .lhall tie care, likewife to lock up under three other keys 
the effects of the treafury in lafe magazines fit to keep them, from whence 
nothing at all lhall be taken till the commander and fecretary of the treafury 
have toft entered it in their books: and thefe procurators lhall give their ac- 
compts in every year to the mafter and council. 

Of the great commander’s refidence tn the convent. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 
f4. Wb decree, that the great commander lhall refide in the convent, tod 
lhall not depart from it as long as he is in that poll ; and that the two procu- 
rators of the common treafury lhall ferve for two years, during which time they 
lhall have no leave granted to llir from it, nor to quit their employments botft ' 
at a time : they lhall change one of them every year, and choofe another in 
his Head. 

Of the confirvdtor of the treafury < 

Br. JOHN DE LAS TIC. 

ff. To. prevent the fquandering, and make the nccefltoy diftribution of the 
money and effe&sof the treafory, , we decree, that a brother well qualified for 
fuch a truft be chofc out of any language whatever to be conlervator general 
of it} who lhall have the keeping of all money, goods and effects belonging 
to the treafury, lhall receiye, take care, of, and dillribute them according to 
the orders of the mafter and council, with the knowledge and warrant of the 
great commander. > • \ 

Ip the confervator is a knight and refides in the convent, he lhall receive an 
hundred ducats of Rhodes from the treafury as his falary j. if be be a chaplain 
or (ervant of arms, he Ihall receive ohly an hundred florins bf Rhodes in current 
coin. If they fend him into the We A, the grand mafter arid council lhall givo 
him fuch a ftipend as they fee fit. 

L The 
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The confervator general fhall be changed ateverychapter generiiL and „„ 
other put in his ftead, who {hall not be named outof the fame lafigmmfe » M 
predeceflor, till after an interval of ten years. 6 ° " , 

. Of the auditors ef accompts * 

The fame MAS T E R. 

f6. Besides the great commander, the two procurators of the tfeafurv and 
the confervator general, they {hall choofe eight brothers, out of each lanouSo 
one, who {hall have power to examine and audit the accompts, and obferve S 
the bufinels of the treafury, how affairs are there managed Jnd the monevHif- 
pofed of. They {hall appoint themfelvcs one day id every week for thi/nhr 
rok; if they U any mifeondua thlt want, tote 

their report to the grand mafter and ordinary council, who {hall lay afide all 
other bufinefs to take care of this. 7 *“* “ 

These brothers {hall be named by their refpeftive languages, who /hall 
choofe men of integrity, wifdom and experience in fuch fmof affaire *and 
prefent them to the mafter and council, before whom they {haU take an oath 
for the faithful execution of their office in looking after the intereft of the 
trealunf, and confeientioufly hindering any wrong being done by ip Theft 
eight brothers {hall be prefent at the examination of the accompts that {hall be 

f^TrSury 6 “"** "* and at wU«S?£SSa 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA S ENGLE. 

57; We cnaft, that thefe auditors {hall ;be chained every two yean, not aft 
at a tune, but fo that there always remain fome of ene old ooes. ” ^ 

t 

Of the comptroller of the confervator. 

Br. PETER D’AUBUSSON. 

• lu’ ^^, en j° in tbc mafter and council to depute a brother of the Order, fuch 

ShlSriS^AlIP qUall , ficd f °, r fucb a truft » M ke€ P * particular rfegifter, in 
wl J£ h ll h Aa r eCP u clear and e ™ a journal of all that the confervator gene- 
ral {hall receive for the treafury: he {hall be prefent at all payments male to 
the confervator, as well as at the giving in of his accompts : fo there {hall be 
two regifters, one of which {hall be kept by the cotifermor, and the otfS 

mWh C th7reg!ftm° depU " d ’ Wh ° flu “ WT ‘" do ' ra P”«a*l»r ratted 

The mafter and council {hall affign the comptroller fuch a ftfenr m b+ 
out of the treafury as they fltrfl fte'fir, ,od coSitnle him for 
plcafe: when the term they conftituted him for is expired, thev mav 
or put another capable perfon in his ftead as they fee fit. * ^ K ll ^. 

That the debts of brothers deceafed be paid to their creditors. 

Br. JOHN DE VILLERS. 

nmvcd^nkf^^ thlE u hc dcb . tS of bfothcB deceafed, when legally and duly 
proved, {hall be paid to their creditors, out of the movable goods which rhZ 

leave, but with a falvo to the ftatc of the commandry : if this be not fii 
the creditors {hall be paid out of the immovaNe goods which the 
had newly acquired for themder, and not oAcrwifc. 8 WhlCh thcbrt>thcr 

That the debts of brothers deceafed flail not be paid out of the year of 

tie mortuary. 

* L’EVESCLUE DE LA CASSIERE 

femhl.Vc E forbld dI thc caftdlan of Empofta, provincial chapten. af 

f^bhes, receivers, and all other perfbns whatever to my of ® the 

S?? °L° ur Others deceafed, priVrs, bailiffs or commanded to be paid £ut 
e revenues of the mortuaries of thc priories, bailliages and commandrics 

that 
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that are vacant, which belong; of Tight to the common treafury, to which fuch 
as tranlgreft this ftatute fhall make full fatisfh&ion with intereft out of their 
own putfe. 

That they Jhall make a valuation of the /foils of the bailiffs. 

Br. BAPT 1ST URSINI. 

< 5 t. The effefh contained in the fpoils of the priors, bailiffs, commanders, 
and others that die in the convent, fhall be appraifed by eight brothers of con* 
fiderable Handing taken out of each language, as ufuai. 

Br. CLAUDE D t LA SENGLE. 

' <5 1 . Which appraifing fhall be made according to their real value, and up* 
on the judgment of fwom appraifers that have skill : the priors, bailiffs and 
lieutenants of bailiffs are to mare among themfelves alone the fpoils of priors, 
bailiffs or lieutenants of bailiffs , the commanders add brothers of the convent 
are to do the fame by thofe of the commanders , and thofe of the brothers of 
the convent, are to be divided among the conventual brother knights* 

that the brothers that are ftck declare their effeSls *■ 

Br. ELION DE VILLE-NEUVE. 

All that our brothers poflefs belongs to the order, fo that when they 
are fick, the duty of their obedience obliges them to fend for two brothers, 
fuch as live neareft them, one of which fhall be a chaplain, if it may be, and 
the other a perfort of diftin&ion, to whom they fhall declare all their goods, 
money, and other effe&s, all which fhall be put down in writing, and fealed 
up with the feal of the fick brother, and thole of the two brothers in their 
prefencc. This writing fhall then be put into the hands of the procurator of 
die treafury, who fhall deliver it back to the brother if he recovers* The bro- 
thers that are ptefent on this OCcaflon are forbid, under pain of difobedicnce, 
to reveal any thing that is contained in it during the brother’s life-time, if they 
aft otherwife, they fhall be deprived of their commandries for ten years, if the 
tranfgreflor be a brother of the convent, the order fhall punifh him as" he de- 
ferves. 

And if any brother, of what quality foever, frizes on his fpoils, in whole 
or in part, he fhall, upon complaint being made of it, be expelled the fociety 
of the brothers of the order. If the brother in his ficknefs refutes to make his 
declaration as above, he fhall be complaided of upon his recovery, and be p 
riifhed, for having, in breach of his vow of poverty, not fcrupled to acqi 0 . 
goods, and afterwards refufed to declare them. 

That the dues of the common treafury Jhall not be fpent in law-fuits. 

Br. PHILIBERT DE NAlLLAC. 

<$ 4 . We enjoin all priors, commanders and brothers not to employ the dues and 
revenues of tne common treafury, the fpoils, the mortuary and the vacancy, 
to commence or carry on law fuits, or to any other ufe whatever : we require 
them to remit them to the common treafury, on pain of being deprived of the 
habit, if the offender againft this ftatute damages the order above the value of 
a mark, and of making the quarantaine, if the damage be lefs. 

That embaffadors Jhall be paid their Jlipends. 

Br. ANTHONY PLUVIAN. 

6f. We do not give great fabrics to the etnbaflkdors and envoys, which we 
are obliged to keep according to occurrences in different parts of the world, 
for, notwithftanding the fatigue and tedioufnefs of the voyage, it is but a fer- 
vice which they are obliged to do for the order, and the rewards that their 
fervice will entitle them to, are much greaer than any rccompencethat it can 
4 E ivc 
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give them. The prior or bailiff that fhall be fent embaflador into th$. Wej$ 
lhall have two ducats a day, but if the mafter and council do • not think it 
enough, they may add half a ducat to it. Such as fhall be fent into the Eaft 
fhall have their ftipend regulated by the matter and council, according to the 
circumftances of the journey and the importance of the affair. 

As foon as the embafly is over, the embaflador fhall be obliged to return to 
• the convent, to give an account of it to the mafter and council, that they may 
be able to form a judgment in the cafe. The embaflador’s prudence and exa£fc- 
nefs will oblige them to provide for him, and take care to promote him, as his 
informations will enable them to take meafures fuitable to the exigence of aft 
fairs. 

The fame M A S T E R. 

66. We unite the commandries of Cyprus, Lango and Nifaro to our trea- 
fury y they were before difpofed of in common to all the languages. 

Of the pay •which is to he given to the brothers. , 

Br.PETER RAIMOND ZACOSTA. 

67. We order that the ftipends of the brothers be paid in the month of 
September, that they may have wherewith to fupply their neceftities: fuchas 
are provided with any eftates of the order, houfes or other revenues above 
the value of fixty florins of Rhodes, fhall have no ftjpend from the treafury, 
neither fhall fuch as are in pofleffion of commandries, of what value foever 
they be. 

Of the jewel which the great commander takes in the fpoils of a brother deceafed. . 

Br.BAPTIST URSINI. 

68. We ordain and ena£t, that notwithftanding any cuftom to the contrary, 
the great commander or his lieutenant fhall not take in the fpoils of brothers 
deceafed, any jewel of the value of more than five florins of Rhodes current 
money; and the value of it fhall be afterwards deduced out of the ftipend he 
receives from the treafury. 

'That no debt can be remitted but by a general chapter. 

Br. FABRICIO DEL CARRETTO. 

69. Things defigned for the common profit ought not to be mifapplied to 
particular ufes. We therefore ordain, that no body of any quality, rank, of- 
fice or condition whatever, fhall prefume to remit, releafe or forgive the debt- 
ors of the treafury any fum whatever, that they owe to it on any account what- 
ever, without a lawful caufe, the judgment of which belongs only to the ma- 
fter and general chapter. Whoever lhall offer to do fo, mall be deemed to 
have remitted it on his own account, fo that the treafury may come upon him 
for the fum remitted, and yet the real debtor fhall not hereby be releafed of 
his debt, till the treafury has been entirely paid either by the one or the 
other. 


Of letters of exchange'. 

Br. JOHN DE LAS TIC. 

70. We ordain, that the vicechancellor fhall not expedite any letter of ex- 
change or alignment for either brothers or fcculars, without a previous order 
of the mafter and council ; when the letters are drawn up, they fhall have the 
common feal put to them, and fhall be regiftered in the chancery. They mull 
be figned under the fold of the feal by the coniervator of the convent, and by 
the lecretary of the treafury, before they are delivered to the parties ; they fhall 
be deemed null, if any one of thefe formalities be wanting. 

4 Of 
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Of the keeping of borfts for the guard of the ijland. 

Br. B A P T I S T U R S I N I. 

71. Our brothers are obliged to keep horfes.for thefecurity of theifland * 
the treafury is obliged to pay the mufter for the whole year to all fuch horfes 
as the marfhal or his lieutenant, and the comptrollers deputed for this purpofe, 
who take a foleron oath for the faithful execution of their commiflion, fhall 
judge proper to mount the guard : no mufter fhall be allowed for any horfe 
but fuch as the marfhal and thefe comptrollers think fit for the fervice. 

'that the treafury furnijb barky for the horfes. 

Br. CLAUDE D E LA S ENGLE. 

' 71. We ordain, that our common treafury fhall from the time of the mufter 
furnifh the brothers with fix load of com for every horfe that has palled the 
review. For want of barley he fhall pay them a crown for each load. The 
brothers that have received barley from the treafury, fhall be obliged to march 
out for the guard of the ifland, whenever the mafter orders them. Such as re- 
fufe to march out with the reft, fhall forfeit a year’s barley. 

Of the manner of paying the debts of brothers deceafed. 

Br. HUGH DE VERDALE. 

73. To regulate all difputes that may happen in relation to the debts of bro- 
thers deceafed, we ena£t, that all debts owing to the treafury fhall be paid pre- 
ferably to any others : the wages of fervants fhall be the next in order of pay- 
ment, and afterwards the other creditors according to the date of their bonds; 
as is pra&iled in ordinary cafes, where law and reafon prefer the firft creditors* 
to the laft, and not as the cuftora has hitherto been. 

Hoto the inventory of the fpoils is to be made , 

The fame MAS T E R. 

74. We ena&, that when the receiver, or procurator of the treafury, or 
their deputy, fhall go to receive the fpoils and mortuary dues he fhall not go 
alone} and after the coffers and doors are fhut and fealea, he fhall give publick 
notice of the place, day and hour of taking the inventory, that the creditors 
concerned may be prefent at it. 

At the day and hour appointed,' he fhall take two honeft men to reprefent the 
parties concerned, and a publick notary, and in their prefence fhall open the- 
doors and coffers, examine, and fpecify in an inventoiy before two or three 
witnefles, all and every the effe&s, goods', com and fruits that are found there, 
their number, quality, weight and meafurt, and have them appraifed by the 
people that are prefent} provided however that the 40th article of this title be 
obferved in all other particulars. We require the venerable procurators and fe- 
cretary of the treafury to obferve the fame method in the convent. 

That the fpoils of brothers deceafed be for the future fold for the profit of the 

common treafury. 

The fame MASTER. 

7f. We ena&, that the fpoils of the priors, caftellan of Empofta, bailiffs, 
commanders, arid our other brothers that die within the convent, except the 
mafter’s, fhall not be diftributed as has been hitherto praftifed, but fhall for the 
future be fold by auftiori to the higheft bidder as foon as poffible, for the be> 
nefit of the common treafury. We revoke and annul all other llatutes that 
fpeak either of the jewel which the great commander ufed to take out of .the 
fpoils, or of the appraifings, and perlons that were fummoned to be prefent 
at them} and alfo the rights of the conventual confervator, the mafter equerry, 

M and 
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afid the fecretary of the treafury. As for the thirtieth which is due to the 
aftembly of the chaplains, it {hall be paid as ufual by the common treafury. 


Of the Chapter, as well general as provincial. 

TITLE VI. 

How the general chapter it held. 

CUSTOM. 

t . ^XUR prcdcceflors, who took great care of every thing that related to 
\^/ publick affairs, were ufed of old to fummon and hold general chapters 
to reform the coftdu& of the religious, to rectify the government, and regu- 
late every thing that affe£ted the conftitution and publick good of our order. 
We likewife, m conformity to their example, are ufed to hold them : they are 
always begun with an invocation of the Holy Ghoft, without whofe affiltafice 
nothing can be well undertaken, and with humbly praying for his grace to en- 
lighten our minds and blefs our endeavours. 

When the members of the chapter are met, they wait on the mafter to 
fchurch, where the prior of the church at day break lings a mafs of the Holy 
Ghoft, and they all pray to him with great devotion to give them the fpiric 
of underftanding, to enable them to make a good regulation of every thing 
that comes before them : When the mafs is over, the mafter, members of the 
chapter, and brothers go in proccffion from the church, with the ftandard of 
the order carried before them, towards the place where the chapter is held. 
The prior of the church appears there in his pontificalibus. The chaplains, 
deacons and clergy fing the Veni Creator. When they arrive at the chapter- 
houfe they all fine the f. Salvos fac fervos tuosj they fay the prayer of the 
Holy Ghoft, ana the chaplain chants the gofpel, Cum venerit nlius homi- 
nis, &c. 

The mafter, priors, caftellan of Empofta, bailiffs, and old members of the 
chapter take their places according to tneir rank and dignity j and the rule is 
read to them. Then they hear a fermon upon fome Tubje& for their fouls 
health and the publick good j after which the chaplains, mid fuch as have no 
right to fit in the chapter, withdraw, and the mafter, if he fees fit, makes them 
another difcourfe upon the fituation and affairs of the order. 

The firft day afterwards, that is not an holiday, the members of the chap- 
ter meet, and tne mafter, with thofe of the ordinary council, choofe feme of 
their number to be commiffioners, who call in the vicechancellor, and examine 
with him the forms of the proxies given by the priors, bailiffs, and ocher ab- 
font perfons that ought to come to the chapter general : they allow fuch as arc 
drawn in due form and reje& the reft. 

The bailiffs, priors, caftellan of Empofta, and the old members of the chap- 
ter no next to kifs the mailer's hand, in the order of their rank : every one 
prefents him a purfe with his name written on it, and five Janets of filver within 
as a token of their difappropriation ; with a roll or writing tied to it contain- 
ing an account of their offices, and their opinion of what is proper to be done 
for the publick good : they prefent likewife the feals of their offices which were 
inftituted for the common benefit and dignity, as the marfhal likewife in his 
turn does the ftandard of the order. 

After the purfes, the ftandard and the rolls are prefented} they write down 
the names of all that compofe the chapter } the vicechancellor reads the rolls 
aloud, according to the rank of the perfons that gave them in, and they pro- 
ceed to the ele£hon of a committee of fixteen, in the following manner. 

The brothers that have voices and compofe the chapter, after going to con- 
feffion and receiving the holy eucharift, take an oath to proceed and judge 
rightly and equitably according to God and their conference in all affairs that 
ihall come before them, and to order nothing that will be prejudicial to a third 
party, as far as they can difeover. 

The 
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The matter next orders the languages to aflemble apart in the chapter-houfei 
where every language choofes two of their members that compofe the chapter, 
which they judge the molt capable and fitteft, and prelents them to the matter: , 
but if there be a want of brothers in any language, they may borrow them from 
another. Thus they choofe fixteen pertons, which they prefent to the matter 
and the chapter. They make them take ah oath, that they will, without be- 
ing butted by any kind of affe&km and interett, make no regulation or order 
but what {hall be honourable and advantageous to the order and brothers in 
general. 

The matter and rett of the members that ftay in the chapter-houfe to regu- 
late other affairs, devolve their power upon them by way of compromife, pro- 
mile upon oath to ttand to their decifion, and approve every thing that mall be 
regulated and decreed by this committee of fixteen, who, With the matter’s pro- 
curator, (who has no decifive but only a confultative voice) and the vice-chan- 
cellor, retire into another room, to draw up their deliberations in writing : 
there they conclude on what is to be done in the following manner. 

They debate at firft about ways and means of railing money to fnpply the 
occafions of the order : and then they go on to the management and ordering 
of the treafury j they examine the rolls given in, reform abufes, make new tta- 
tutes, and regulate all affairs not yet decided that relate to the publick. As loon 
as they have finilhed, the bells ring to call all the brothers, who repair to the 
chapter-houfe, and come into the matter’s prefence: the chaplains too come in 
procdfion, and then the vice-chancellor reads the new ftatutcs with an audible 
voice. The matter delivers back the purfes, feals and ftandard to the marlhal 
and priors. The chaplains fay the following prayers, and the chapter breaks up. 

Prayer s to be /aid at the conclufion of a general or provincial chapter. 

CUSTOM. 

2 . ’Tis very reasonable that at the conclufion of all our actions we Ihould 
lift up our hearts to God, and implore his mercy, to obtain quiet in this life, 
and happinefr in another: and therefore at the end of a general or provincial 
chapter, the chaplains that are come thither in proceffion are ufed to offer up 
the following prayers to God for the peace of the faithful, and for the reft both 
of the living and the dead. We order this pra&icfe to be continued. 

Prayer for peace. 

We befeech God and 6ur Ldrd Jefus Chrift, to grant peace, quietnefs and 
concord to all faithful Chriftiansj to prevent wars and {editions, to teftrain the 
fury of the Infidels, and direct all Chriftians into the way Of eternal life. 

Prayer for the fruits of the earth. 

We pray that our God and our Lord Jefus Chrift would vouchfafe to give, 
multiply and preferve the fruits of the earth. 

Prayer for the pope. 

We befeech our God and Lord Jefus Chrift not to fbrfake N. the paftor of 
his flock, but to defend him with his continual prote&ion, tp increafc his fiuth 
and charity, that he, with the flock committed tp his charge^ may obtain eter- 
nal life. 

Prayer for the cardinals and preldtes; 

We befeech our God and Lord Jefus Chrift to confirm and preferve thecar- 
dinals of the holy church of Rome, the patriarchs, archbifhops, and the reft 
of the clergy in his holy fervice* 
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Prayer for the emperor and princes. 

We befeech our God ahd Lord Jefus Chrift to preferve the emperor, and all 
kings and catholick princes, in peace and true concord, and infpire them with 
a fervent zeal to make war upon the barbarians and infidels, and deliver the holy 
Land and Jerufalem from the yoke of flavery. 

Prayer for the mafier of the bofpitah 

Wfe befeech our God and Lord Jefus Chrift to vouchlafe to dire& N. in the 
government of the hofpical of our order and our brothers, and to grant him in 
health and wealth long to live. 

Prayer for the bailiffs and priors. 

We befeech our God and Lord Jefus Chrift to direft the bailiffs, priors and 
caftellan of Empofta of our order, and enlighten their minds, that they may 
always feek and promote the honour and advantage of our order. 

Prayer for the brothers of the bofpital. 

We befeech our God and Lord Jefus Chrift to prefcrve our brothers, and 
keep us from failing in the performance of our vows. 

i 

Prayer for the Jick and flaves. 

We befeech our God and Lord Jefus Chrift to heal and deliver all fick per- 
rons and (laves, that they being freed from captivity and ficknefe may come to 
give him thanks in his holy church. 

Prayer for firmer s. 

We befeech our God and Lord Jefus Chrift to deliver all finners from tho 
bonds of their fins, and bring them to everlafting life. 

Prayer for the benefactors of our bofpitaU 

We befeech our God and Lord, Jefiis Chrift to give them in this life a juft 
recompcncc for their benefits, and after their death life everlafting. 

* 

Prayer for our brethren and relations. 

We pray for the fouls of our brethren, relations and kinfinen, and for all that 
reft in our churchyards all over the world. 

The Pfalm, Deus mifcrcatur, the De profundis, dec. Kyrie eleilon. See. 

Prayer. 

O God, from whom all holy defires, all good, counfels, and all juft works do 
proceed » grant unto thy fervants that peace which the world cannot give, that 
both our hearts may be fet to obey thy commandments, and alfo that by thee 
we being defended from the fear of our enemies, may pals our time in reft and 
tquietnefs, through Jefus Chrift our Lord, dec. 

'That the brothers tom to the general chapter. 

Br. JOHN FERDINAND D’H E RED I A. 

3. We enjoin the bailiffs, priors, caftellan of Empofta, commanders and 
others, that in vertue of their offices and dignities are members of a general 
chapter, to give their attendance in it, if not hindered by very preffing bufinefi, 

and 
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and accidents that are in a manner unavoidable \ in which cafe they /hall lend a 
proxyduly authorized to it : fuch as fail to do fo fhall be declared difobedient, 
and be deprived of the habit. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

4. This penalty may be moderated by the matter and general chapter. 

Of the refidence to he kept hy fuch as are to be admitted to fit in the chapter , 

or in any other council . 

Br. HUGH DE LOUBENX VERDALE. 

f. ’Tis not fitting that fuch as are not acquainted with the conftitutions and 
ftatutes of the order, and are not verfed in the affairs of it, fhould be put into 
the office of judges: and therefore we enadt, that fuch brothers as have not rc- 
fided, either at once, or at different times, the fpace of eight whole years in 
the convent, fhall not be admitted for the future to the general chapter : nor 
fhall any body be allowed to fit .in any other council whatever, where regula- 
tions are to be made about the affairs of the order, unlefs he have refided five 
years com pleat, except the brothers of the venerable languages of England and 
Germany. 

That proxies fhall not be admitted into the general chapter without producing 

a procuration in good form . 

Br. RAIMOND ZACOSTA. 

6. We forbid the matter and general chapter to admit in it the proxies of the 
priors, bailliffs, caftellan of Empotta and commanders, without their producing 
an authentick and fufficient procuration from them, empowering them to appear 
at the chapter, and confent to the determinations made in it. Such as are hin- 
dred from coming themfelves, and want means to fend a proxy, fhall be deemed 

• to acquiefce in what is there done, and be obliged to obferve the regulations 
made in it, as much as if they had been prefent. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

7 . No proxy appointed to affift at a general chapter, can, on vertue of his 
procuration, in what terms foever it be drawn up, fubftitute another in his ttead, 
but he fhall be obliged to attend there in perfon. If the procuration contains 
the name of feveraT proxies, the firft named fhall be preferred, unlels it plainly 
appeared that the conttituent intended otherwife. 

Form of the procuration of the priors and bailiffs , to appear fur them at a , 

general chapter. 

The fame MASTER. 

8. We brother N. knight of the hofpital of St. John of Jerufalem, humble 
prior or bailiff of the priory or bailliage of N. depending on the prudence, 
probity, fidelity and induttry of our religious brothers in Jcfus Chrift, N. and N. 
have made, conftituted and appointed, and by thefe prefents do make, confti- 
tute and appoint, in the beft form and manner that we can, for our true and 
lawful proxies, general and fpecial, abfent as if prefent, and each of them en- 
tirely, in the manner following \ firft, the faid brother N. folely and entirely, 
and in cafe of his abfencc, or other impediment, our brother N. alfo folely and 
entirely, and in cafe of the abfence or other impediment either of the one or 
the otner, brother N. alfo folely and entirely, to appear before the moft illu£ 
trious lord grand matter, and the next general chapter that fhall be aflembled in 
our convent, to affift and intervene at the faid chapter in our name, and fpeci- 
ally and ex prefly to cenfent for us, acquiefce in, and give free and ready aflent 
to, all and every the decrees, conftitutions^ ftatutes, deliberations and ordinances . 
of the faid general chapter, and the moft reverend lords of the committee of 
fixteen * and in general to do, procure and excrcife all and every the things 
which fhall be judged ufeful and neceftary to be done, as aforefaid, and which 

N wc 
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we fhould do, might or ought to do ourfclves, if we were prefcnt in the {aid 
chapter, even tho’ the cafe ihould require a fpecial direction and authority. 
We promifc faithfully to approve, ratify, confirm and execute punftually what* 
ever fhall be done and tramafted by them, or any of them, in vertue of our 
prefent procuration : in teftimony whereof we have fct our hand to thcfc pre- 
fents, and fealed it with our coat of arms. Given at, &c. 

Procuration of the commanders and priories. 

r p . We N.N. commanders of the priory of N. with the reverend lord bro* 
ther N. prior of the faid priory, aflembled to hold our provincial chapter, de- 
clare that, &c. In witnefs whereof we have caufed thefe prefents to be figned 
by the fecretary or a notary’s hand, and fealed with the feal of the chapter. 

If the procuration be made by the afiembly, and. they are not ufed to make 
ufe of a feal in that priory, the commanders there prefent fhall fign the procu* 
ration, or have it figned by the fecretary of the chapter, or fome other notary, 
and put two or three of their own feals to it. 

That when any bufinefs where one of the committee of fixteen is particularly 
concerned comes before them , be Jball be obliged to withdraw . 

Br. PETER D’AUBUSSON. 

to. ’Tis not reafonable that when any body’s particular affairs are treated ofj 
he fhould be judge and party in the fame cafe. We therefore enaft, that when- 
ever any affair wherein one of the reverend fixteen is particularly concerned 
comes to be debated, he that is a party in it fhall be obliged to withdraw j not- 
with Handing which their ordinances fhall have the fame force as if all of them 
had been prefent. 

If any one of the fixteen be fick , or otberwife hindered , another Jball be cbofe 

in his fttad. 

Br. JOHN L’EVESQUE DE LA CASSIERE. 

11. If any onfe of the fixteen falls ill, or is hindered by any lawful impedi- 
ment, from attending at the committee to aft jointly with the relt, the matter 
fhall fummon the members of the fick perfon’s language before him and the 
chapter, and after making them take a new oath, fhall order them to go toge- 
ther and choofe another, who fhall take the fame oath, and make the fame pro- 
mife that the perfon he fucceeds did before. 

, Of the mode fly to be obferved by the fixteen members of the committee. 

Br. HUGH DE LOUBENX VERDALE. 

12. Whereas it has fometimes happened that one of the fixteen members 
of the committee has tranfgrefled the rules of modefty, and refufed to give his 
vote in relation to the propofitions made by the prefident, to the great dis- 
turbance of the committee, and prejudice of the publick good, in matters of 
the higheft confequence j we have therefore enafted, that if any one of the fix- 
teen is fo rafh as to go out of the committee which reprefents the ttate and dig- 
nity of the whole, to embroil the affairs which are there treated of, or refutes 
togive his voice when he is called upon by the prefident, if he be a prior, bai- 
liff of commander, he fhall forfeit three years revenue of his priory, bailliage 
or commandry, which fhall go to the common treafury : if he be a brother of 
the convent, he fhall lofe three years of his Handing, and be expelled the com- 
mittee : another fhall be chofe immediately in his Head, according to the form 
of the precedent ftatutc \ and the perfon thus excluded fhall be incapacitated to 
fit in the general chapter, in the council, or in any other congregation, or to 
enjoy any other dignity that fhall fall vacant. 

That 
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That no brother be allowed to appeal from or protejl againft the ftatutes 

of the ftxteem 

Br. BAPTIST URSINI. 

15. To reftrain the infolence of fome who arc never for bringing their fuits 
to an iflue, in hopes of wearying out thofe who have right on their fide, with 
the excefiive expence and trouble that attends them, we refolve to follow the 
pta&ice of our predeceflors, who inftituted the committee of fixteen to regu- 
late and difeofe of the affairs of our order with abfolute authority } fo that bv 
antient cuftom, none of our brothers is allowed to contradidfc or oppofe their 
ftatutes, fentences and ordinances, which have the force of a final award but 
arc to fubmit to them with humility* and whereas fomeof them, regardlefs of 
the oath they have taken, fet themfelvcs to break through this inftitution, which 
muff be a dangerous example and of infinite prejudice, if care be not taken 
to remedy it by laws and conftitutions : We therefore, in a view of reprefling 
their infolence, and of adhering to our old cuftoms, forbid all the brothers 
our order, who are members of the general chapter, and have a right of fitting 
in it, of what rank and quality foever, to appeal from the ftatutes, fentences 
determinations and ordinances of the committee of fixteen, or to difpute and 
contradict them in any manner whatever. Such as offend againft this injunc- 
tion fhall be immediately deprived of their commandries and benefices * if it be 
a brother of the convent he fhall lofc his feniority. 

flow long the general chapter fhall lafh 

14. We ena£t, that the general chapter fhall fit fifteen days that ate not ho- 
lidays, in order to regulate all affairs that happen with the greater convenience : 
the mafter however and the compleat council may, after the chapter is broke 
up, fit for fbme days which are referved to them, for the difoatch and execu- 
tion of bufinefs left undetermined by the chapter. 

Of the perfons obliged to be prefent at the provincial chapter! 

Br* C LA UDE D E LA SENG LE. 

if. All and every the bailiffs and commanders in the provinces are obliged 
to go every year to the provincial chapter of their priory, on pain of paying a 
double refponfion to the treafury, Uhlefs they are hindered by fome lawful im- 
pediment, which they muft notify by their proxy to the chapter : the prior 
likewife muft attend there under the fame penalty, r 

Of the modefty that the numbers of chapters are to obferve. 

Br. PETER D’AUBUSSON. 

t<S. We enjoin the priors, the caftellan of Empofta, commanders and bro* 
there, of what rank and quality foever, to behave themfelvcs in the provincial 
chapters with judgment, gravity, temper and modefty, fo that every one may 
fpcak in his rank, deliver his opinion, and give his vote without heat, ill lan* 
guage, or indecent geftures, and quietly propofc Whatever he thinks will be for 
the honour and advantage of the order : fuch as fhall behave themfelves other- 
wife fhall fuffer the quarantaine. . 

^that the priors are not to favour ' any body in the provincial chapter. 

Br. ANTHONY TLUVIAN. 

1 7 * We forbid the priors and caftellan of Empofta, to fbfak or fblicite id 
the provincial chapters or afiemblics, either for or againft any brother, either: 
prefent or abfent : they are to go on quietly with the bufinefs before them* 
ltick cfofe to it, and decide it impartially, without intermeddling in the claims 
of particular perfons. 

* that 
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That the rules and ftatutes be read in provincial chapters. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

1 8 . There is nothing more fcandalous and pernicious than to be ignorant 
of the ftatutes and cuftoms of the order, which are the rule of its government 
and adminiftration, cfpecially if it be a graft and afte&ed ignorance, which has 
been of vaft prejudice on feveral occafions. To remedy this fault, and deftioy 
all plea of ignorance for the future, we enadfc, that the following ftatutes be 
fent under the ordinary feal into all the priories, and delivered by our authority 
to the priors, or the caftellan of Empofta, and the receivers of the treafury, 
whom we enjoin, in virtue of their obedience, to take care that they be read 
publickly in all provincial chapters, after the mafc of the Holy Ghoft and the 
reading of the rule, before they enter upon any a£t of chapter, that they may 
be known and obferved by all the brothers. If the priors, caftellan of Em- 
pofta negle£t to difcharge their duty in this point, they lhall incur the penal- 
ties of difobedience. 


Of the rule. 

The rule of the hofpitallers and knights of St.John of Jerufalcm. 

Of the penalties of tranfgreffing the rule. 

Of the common treafury. % 

Of the charges of the treafury, and regulations made on that account. 

That all are obliged to pay the dues of the treafury. 

That the dues of the treafury be fully paid, notwithftanding any impedi* 
ment. 

Of the mortuary and vacancy dues which are to be paid to the treafury. 

What is to be paid by fuch as poftels members or portions of lands, and the 
three next ftatutes. 

Of the paflage fees that are to be paid by the brothers. 

When the treafury dues are to be paid : penalties in cafe of non-payment.' 

Of the debts owing to the treafury, ana the following ftatute. 

That the effe&s of brothers deceafed are to be carried to the treafury, and the 
three following. 

Of the office of receiver and procurator of the treafuiy out of the convent, 
and the three following. 

Against receivers that negledl getting in the debts. 

Of the chapter. 

What perfons arc obliged to appear at the chapter. 

► 

Of the priors. 

Of the jurifdi&ion of the priors. 

Of the leals of the priors, with the ftatute next following. 

Of the office of the brothers. 

Of the guanl of the fortifications, with the following. 

Of the comnandries. 

Of refignations. 

That no member or demefnes be given to feculars. 

That the brothers do not fue for and get commandries or benefices out of the 
« order. 

That no fecular be deputed for the adminiftration of acommandry. 

* , Of 
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Of vifitations. 

■\ r 

Op the visitation of commandrics, and the two next following. 

Of entrails and alienations. - 

That no alienatibn be made of the eftates of the order.' 

That no brother either pledge or mortgage the poffeffions of the order and 
the next following. 

That they do not oiler to treat in provincial chapters or afiemblies about alie-’ 
nating the eftates of the order, and the next following. 

That the brothers do not alienate the effe&s they have acquired. 

Of leafes. 

That leafes of mortuaries and vacancies be made in the provincial chapter. 
That no repairs be made during the mortuary and vacancy. 

Of prohibitions and penalties. 

That the brothers do not feize on commaodries. 

That the brothers do not apply for letters of recommendation to get com* 
mandries, and the next following. 

That nobody offer to take up the treaiiiry dues. 

Of obedience. 

Of bad adminiftrators. 

flat referipts and graces , obtained from the general chapter by afalfe reprefentation, 
or by concealing the truth , be null and void. 

Br. HUGH DE LOUBENX VERDALE. 

ip. Though the general chapter is the laft and fupreme tribunal of the 
order, yet iince the laws have determined that (itch as defignedly ufe falfe fug* 
geftions, or fuppreis the truth, ought not to enjoy the favours granted them, 
we ordain, that graces and referipts obtained from our general chapter by fub- 
reption or obreption, i. e. by falfe reprefentation, or by diiguifing the truth, 
wnich are attended with an illegal defeat, {hall be of no force at aU. We de- 
clare, that the mailer and council {hall take cognizance of fuch cafes, and give 
judgment in them as they fee caufe. 


Of the Council and Judges. 

TITLE VII. 

The formalities obferved in the judicial proceedings of the order. 

CUSTOM. 

i . Y X7HEREAS our brothers are to apply themfelves to hofpitality and the 
VY exercifeof arms, rather than to law affairs, the antient cuftom that 
we derive from our predeceflors requires, that the difoutes which arife between 
them be decided in a fummary wav, without any form of fuit, and not in 
writing, but by word of mouth » that no formal inftrument be drawn of the 
cafe ; that the parties plead their own caufe, and juftice be done after hearing 
the allegations on both fidcs. They may however produce in their defence 
writings formerly made, as fentences, inquifitions, and the like, and bring wit- 
nefles to be examined by the council, or by commiftioners deputed by it, whofe 
depofitions {hall be heard, if it be neceffary. 

O z. We 
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What perfons have a right of fitting in the council of the order. 

CUSTOM. 

z. We have two forts of councils, the ordinary and the compleat. The 
firft is corapofed of the matter, and the lieutenant of the matter or mafterfhip, 
if there be one; of the bittiop of Malta, who was brought in not long fince, 
the prior of the church, and the eight conventual bailiffs, or their lieutenants. 
They admit into it likewife the priors of the provinces, the capitulary bailiffs 
that are at the convent, the treafurer or his lieutenant, and the matter's fertef- 
dial, who has a confultative but not a decifive voice. The compleat council 
is compofed 'of the fame perfons, if they are prefent, with the addition of two 
brothers out of each language : the vicechancellor awtt$- at both. 

The eight conventual bailiffs or their lieutenants mutt always be there, and 
no council can be held without them : they can even hold one themfelves, and 
after fummoning the reft, though they do not come, they can alone determine 
everything that belongs to the jorifdi£tion of the council. They cannot how- 
ever hold any council without the matter’s prefence or leave. 

The form of tbs oath taken by fucb as have a feat in the council. 

Br. BAPTIST URSINI. 

x . Nobody fhall be admitted into the council till he has firft taken an oath 
before the matter, that he will never reveal the things that fhall be there de- 
bated, determined and concluded, and never declare his opinion, or give any 
fentence out of affc&ion, averfion or corruption; that he will faithfully ana 
truly obferve the ftatutes and cuftoms of the order, as well in giving judg- 
ment as in publick affairs. Such as a& otherwife fhall be declared incapable of 
holding any office or adminiftration of the order, fhall be' deemed perjured per- 
fons, and their fentences and judgments (b given fhall be null and of no force. 

Br. PETER DU MONT. 

4. We ena&, that if any of the ordinary members of the council be ab- 
fent or exceptionable, another fhall be appointed in his Head, who fhall take the 
oath as preferibed by the foregoing ftatute. But after the commiffioners have 
made their report, and the parties have begun to plead, no member of the 
council fhall be excepted againft, nor any grounds of fufpicion allowed to be 
alledged againft him. 

Br. RAIMOND Z A C O S T A. 

f. We forbid any citation to be iflued out againft a brother of the order, of 
what condition foever he be, without leave firft obtained from the matter and 
council 

Of the moderation required in the members of the councils. 

Br. BAPTIST URSINI. 

6 . That affairs may be treated and examined with the greater deliberation 
in the councils, we ena£t, that the matter, bailifis, priors, caftellan of Empofta, 
and others that compofe them, hear the parties that plead before them with 
patience, not interrupting them with queftions ; that they hear their reafons, 
and what they are minded to alledge, without fhewing any inclination to favour 
one more than another, or that they have a greater efteem for one party than 
they have for the other. If any body a£ts otnerwife, the party that perceives it 
may except againft him, whoever he be, and without any other reafon, he fhall 
be obliged immediately to quit the council. 

How many caufes may be brought before the council, 

Br. C LA U D E D E LA S E N G LE. 

7. For the greater difbatch of caufes, we ena&, that only three caufes at a 

time fhall be brought before the council ; that the parties, before they appear 
there, fhall enter their names in the chancery, with the nature of their caufe. The 
vicechancellor fhall lav them before the council in the order that they are enter- 
ed. The petitions of commiflarics are not comprehended in this number of 
caufes. 3 Manner 
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Manner of examining witneffes. 

8. We ena&, that all witneffes produced in the convent (hall take an oath 
In the prefence of the parties, *nd be examined in their abfence. They fhall be 
examined feparately about the matter in queftion, the place where, the time 
when it happened, and how it came to their knowledge. Their anfwers fhall be 
put down in writing, if it be neceflary. 

, . < 

Hat there Jbatt be me mere than two proxies to plead a eauje. 

Br. RAIMOND ZACOSTA* 

p. To prevent confuiion and tedioufncfs in fuits, we enadj that when any 
difference arifes between brother and brother, language and language, or be- 
tween the priors and caftellan of Empofta, in which it is neceflary to make ufe 
of proxies Before the council, egard, or commiflaries, there (hall never be more 
than one employed on a tide, each whereof mav (peak and produce what evi- 
dences he has to fuppoit his right. They muff appear in a long decent garb, 
and without arms. Such as offend againft this ffatute, fhall be punifhed with 
the quarantine, during which he (hall have leave to fit down and eat. 

Br. PHILIBERT DE NAIL LAC. 

. 10. We think fit, for very good ieafons, not to allow feculars to affift at our 
councils. 

That no brother fhall be proxy for another that is prefent in the convent. 

Br.JOHN FERDINAND DE HEREDIA. 

ii. Since it has been an ancient cuftom id our order, to determine all fiiits 
in a fummary way, to prevent their being fpun out to an improper length, that 
the brothers may not be diverted from the exercife of arms, whilfl: they amufe 
themfelves with pleading, we forbid, under pain of the quarantaine, our bro- 
thers to fcrve for proxies to one another whilft they are in the convent, and 
not iick enough to hinder their appearing in perfon. Whoever would a£fc as 
proxy for one that is abfent, fhall be obliged to fhew his procuration to the fu- 
perior, who fhall determine whether it be fuflicient. The Englifh and German 
brothers, if they cannot fpeak a language to be underftood in the convent, fhall 
be allowed a proxy, tho’ they are prefent. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

i a. Such as, for want of language, or otherwife, are not able to reprefent 
their reafons, may make ufe of proxies. We refer, however, this liberty to 
the judgment of the mailer and council. 

That the bailiffs and priors may have proxies . 

Br. PETER D’AUBUSSON. 

13. We enaft, that when there fhall be any difference between the capitu- 
lary of conventual bailiffs, the priors and caftellan of Empofta on one fide, and 
the commanders and brothers of the convent on the other, the priors may ap- 
point a proxy to plead in their name, and defend their interefls. 

Hat no firanger fhall be allowed to plead for the religious of the order before 

any tribunal of the order. 

Br. PHILIP DE VILLERS DE L’ISLE-ADAM. 

14. To prevent fuits in the order, which ought to be ended in a fummary 
way, from being perverted or fpun out by querks and artifices, we allow no 
feculars, nor regulars of any other order, to plead before the mafler, in the coun- 
cils, general chapter, egard, or before any commiflaries, deputed either by them 
or the prior of the church, or themarfhal of the convents not intending here- 
by 
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by to alter the cuftom which allows feculars to plead their own caufes in our 
provincial chapters, and other tribunals. 

That the /hits of the knights , chaplains , and ferving brother r, be decided bp 

the mafter and council. 

Br. JOHN DE LAS TIC. 

t f . As our defign is to diftribute jufticc to all our brothers alike, fo that the 
Weaker (hall not be oppreflcd by the ftronger, we rcfcrve all diiputes that may 
arife on account of cneviflement or amelioration, between the brother knights 
of one part, and the brother chaplains and fervants of arms of the other, to the 
cognizance and decifion of the mafter and council. 

Of the manner of treating affairs in the councils. 

Br. BAPTIST URSINL 

1 6. Wfe enaftj that when there are any affairs to be treated of in the coun- 
cils, before they come to give their voices, as foon as the matter has been pro- 
pofed, every member of tne council, without any regard to his rank or turn, 
may alledge, urge and offer whatever he fhall think fit : and when the affair has 
been duly examined and debated, they fhall give their votes by way of ballot^ 
fo that the party who has moft ballots fhall carry his caufe. We order like- 
wife, that all affairs, of whit nature foever they be, even criminal cafes, that 
are treated in our councils, fhall be determined in the way of ballot, otherwife 
the fentence fhall be null. 

Br. JOHN D’OMEDES. 

17. The fame method fhall be obferved in provincial chapters^ and afiem- 
blies; every thing done otherwife fhall be null. 

Of the order and manner of balloting 2 

, 18. Our predeceflors were of opinion that freedom of judgment, and fccrecy 
in giving of votes, were two things of great importance to the ftate j and 
therefore invented the ufe of balloting: but fince they left us no rule for it in 
writing, we enaft, that when there fhall be two or more competitors for any 
office or dignity, there fhall be a balloting for them all together, according to 
the order of their Handing, provided none of them be great erodes, or enjoy 
one of the principal dignities of the order, for in fuch cafe they fhall firft bal- 
lot for him in this manner. 

When they have taken the oath appointed by the ftatutes of the order, the 
vicechancellor fhall bring as many boxes as there arc candidates, fhall prefent 
them firft to the mafter, and then to every member of the council in hisordo, 
that they may put their ballot into what box they pleafe. They afterwards count 
the ballots, ana he that has the moft fhall be chofe. If the number be equal, 
he that is of the longcft Handing in the order fhall carry it, provided that the 
Fiarnaud or junior be not a great crofs , in which cafe he fhall be preferred. 
If they were entered at the fame time, the choice fhall be referred to the com- 
pleat council, as well as other difputes, where the voices are equally divided, 
who fhall decide thereof finally, and without appeal. 

Br. RAIMOND BERENGER. 

ip. We ordain aud ena£t, that ufe and cuftom fhall not over-rule a written 
ftatute, but fhall ferve for a rule, if there be no written law in the cafe. 

Of appeals. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

10. No brother is allowed to appeal from the decrees of a general chapter, 
which is the fupreme tribunal of the order. Nor fhall there be any appeal 
from judgments given in criminal matters, in cafe of the corre&ion ordered by 
the rule, or of the election of brothers or commanders to be bailiffs of the great 
3 ' croft. 
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crofs. They may however appeal in cafe of the promotion, or tranflation of 
bailiffs to other dignities : but no appeal lies in the creation of officers, or in 
the nomination of commiflaries, or in the declaration made upon the excep- 
tions offered againft any particular members of the dounfels or commiflaries^ 
or in the cafe of execution, or of an order to execute, or- of fentences given 
by the brothers in provincial chapters, where the cdnfequence does not exceed 
an hundred crowns. 

In caufes decided between the brothers and feculars, the brother cannot ap- 
peal from the fentence given in the provincial chapter, of what confequence lo- 
ever it be. Appeals are allowable in all other cafes, whoever is the appellant: 
Incidents that arife in caufes fhall be decided by commiflaries deputed *for that 
purpofe, and an appeal lies from them to the perfons that deputed them > but 
from them there lies no appeal at all. 

The fentences called Lobia given in difputes that do not exceed the value of 
ten crowns, fhall be final and liable to no appeal. If the fum be more confi- 
derable, and the fuit is between two brothers, the appeal is to be carried before 
the ordinary council : if it be between a brother and a fecular, it docs notfignify 
who is the plantiff or defendant the appeal lies to the council or audience, 
whofe fentences, as well as the awards of arbitrators, fhall be executed, with- 
out liberty of appeal to any other tribunal. 

The time in which an appeal is to be lodged. 

zt. An appeal ought to be lodged within ten days after the fentence is given 
and publifhed, if given in the convent j and within the fame term, though it be 
given elfewhere, u the party or his proxy was prefent at it. If neither of them 
were there, the ten days mail only be reckoned from the time that the party 
came to the knowledge of it, and if he lapfes the time, it fhall be deemed an 
acquiefcence : but in cafe of fentences given by commiflaries upon incidents, the 
appeal mull be made the very fame, or the next day. 

Of the order of appeals^ 

2t. Appeals made from the prior and aflembly, or from the prior alone, 
are carried to the provincial chapter, and from thence to the ordinary Council. 
If the caufe began in the provincial chapter, the appeal lies to the ordinary coun- 
cil, and from thence to the compleat council, but fo that if the provincial chap- 
ter has confirmed the aflembly’s or the prior’s fentence ; or if the ordinary coun- 
cil has confirmed that of the provincial councils, if the caufe began there, their 
fentences fhall be .executed provifionally, notwithftanding the appeal. If the 
caufe began in the ordinary council, the appeal lies to the compleat council, 
and from thence to the general chapter : but in cafe of fuch appeal, the com- 
pleat council may order a provifional execution of their fentence. 

The time limited for purfuing an appeal , and bringing it to a trial. 

23. Appeals from a fentence given by the prior and aflembly, or by the 
prior alone, muff be tried at the firft provincial chapter, otherwife they fhall 
be adjudged to be dropped, unlefs a lawful impediment be proved. An appeal 
from the fentence of a provincial chapter to the ordinary council, lafts a year 
or two, if the appellant has juft reafon to put it off. An appeal from the fen- 
tence of the ordinary council to the complete council, lafts only four months, 
reckoning from the day it was lodged} if it is from a fentence of the compleat 
council, the appellant is obliged to bring it to a trial at the firft general chap- 
ter, otherwife it fhall be deemed to be dropped. Appeals from the fentences 
given by commiflaries, upon incidents, muft be brought to an ifliic in ten days, 
reckoning from that in which they were given. 

Of the appeals of brother chaplains of obedience , or of brother fervants of office 

out of the convent. 

24. The brother chaplains of obedience j or brother fervants of office or ftage, 
If aggrieved by the prior or commander that they live under, may appeal to 

P the 
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the prior and aflembly, or to the provincial chapter, which fliall decide their 
difputes. 

That /ententes be written and publifhed. 

if. The decrees and fentences of general chapters, of councils and egardsin 
the convent, fliall be drawn up in writing by the vice-chancellor, and thofe 
of the provincial chapters and aflemblies by the fccretary, who fliall publifli 
them, and both fliall be tranferibed in a regifter. 

Of the modejly which the brothers ought to obferve in the ajfemblies of the 

languages. 

Bn PETER D’AUBUSSON. 

16. Whereas it happens frequently in the aflemblies of the languages, that 
the brothers forgetting the modefty, civility and decorum which they are en- 
gaged to by their holy obedience, ufe geftures and indecent manners, in breach, 
of that regard which they owe to their priors and fuperiors, and difturb the de- 
bates and confultations, to the reproach of the order, and detriment of the pub- 
lick good : we therefore order the bailiffs, priors, commanders, and brothers, 
of what quality foever they be, to be upon their guard, and behave themfelves 
with modefty in the aflemblies of the languages that are held in the convenr 
to keep every one in the proper place that belongs to him, to mind what fliall 
be propofed to them by the bailiffs or their lieutenants, the procurators and the 
brothers of the other languages as well as their own, and even the parties con- 
cerned that are for maintaining their rights, without giving them any diftur- 
bance or interruption} that after hearing quietly the nature of the difpute, 
they may give their judgment in their refpe&ive ranks, and the language come 
to a refolution in the cale. If any body thinks himfelf aggrieved by that refo- 
lution, he may apply to the mafter and ordinary council who fliall hear the 
parties, and do juttice between them. Such as fliall tranferefs this ftatute fl™li 
be punifhed with the quarantaine. 5 

Of the ufe of ballots in the languages. 

Bn CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

27 . That our brothers may give their votes with the greater freedom in 

eveiy language, we ena£t, that whenever there is any grace to be conferred in 
the languages or priories, or they arc to name to bailliagcs or dignities, they 
fliall make ufe of ballots, as is done in the councils. They^fliall grant no graces, 
but by the unanimous confent of all the brothers. * • 

Br.PETER DU MONT. 

28. W e ena£b that no brother fliall have a voice in the aflemblies till after 
he has refided at the fame, or at feveral times, three years in the convent, ex- 
cept the brothers of the venerable languages of England and Germany. 

Of the collects of the languages. 

xp. We cnaft agreeable to antient cuftom, that' the brothers in the aflem- 
blies, or colle&s of the inns, fliall not treat of any thing but of the lands, 
houfes, chambers, or pofleflions of the language or inns, we enjoin them on 
pain of difobcdience, neither to treat of, nor refolve on any thing that concerns 
the conftitution and ftate of the order, or that is of confequence, and contrary 
to cuftom : whatever they do of fuch a nature fliall be null. 

Of the fame thing . 

Br. FABRIC IO DEL CARETTO. 

30. SINCE we are obliged to prefer the publick good before all other 
confiderations, we enaft, that whenever they treat in the aflembly or collect 
of any language whatever, of the repairs of the houfes and chambers, or of the 
drefling and ordering of their vineyards or other immoveable goods of the lan- 
guages. 
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guages, and two thirds of the brothers of the language agree in the fame fenti- 
ment, their rcfolve (hall be put in execution, notwithftanding the oppofition 
of the other third } the ufages however of the fame languages in other cafes, 
fhall (till continue in full force. 

Of licenfes for the bailiffs and priors to retire from the convent. 

Br. RAIMOND Z ACOSTA. 

We forbid the mafter to give leave to the capitulary or conventual bailiffs, 
the priors, or caftellan of Empofta, to retire from the convent, without the 
knowledge of the compleat Council j three fourths of which muft confent to 
it, otherwife the rcfolution fhall be null, as likewife the Matter's licenfe, if he 
grants it without their concurrence. Such as leave the convent on fuch a pre- 
tended Licenfe, fhall be as much proceeded againtt, as if they had left it with- 
out any at all. 

Br. PETER D’AUB US SON. 

The mafter and ordinary council however are allow’d to fetid feme into 
the weft, and other places out of the invent, provided it be about the general 
affairs of the order. 

Of the Letters to be expedited by the mafter and council. 

Br. BAPTIST URSINI. 

33. We ena£t, that letters patents of fafe conduit, licenfes to leave the con- 
vent, inftruitions, epiftles, and other patents granted by the mafter, and the 
ordinary or compleat council, fhall be expedited by the vice-chancellor, and 
figned by his hand. They fhall be regiftered too in the chancery, with a falvo 
to the vice-chancellor’s rights, and in defeifc thereof, they fhall not have the 
authority of the council. 

Br.CLAUDE D E LA SENG LE. 

34. THfcy muft be all fealed with the matter’s fcal in black wax. 

Of the publick audience. 

Bn PHILIBERT DE NAILLAC. 

35. It has been provided by a wife regulation, that a publick audience fhould 
be held every Friday. The mafter or his lieutenant, the conventual bailiffs, 
the capitulary priors, the caftellan of Empofta, and the reft that ufe to fit in 
the drdinary council, the caftellan, the judges of appeals,- the ordinary judges, 
and the vice-chancellor fhall affift at it : they fhall read and hear in it the com- 
plaints and petitions of the fcculars } pleadings fhall be ufed on both fides, and 
they fhall make proper provifion to put an end to their fuits, and do juftice to 
every body* 

Br. CLAUDE DE L*A S ENGLE. 

3<f. The captain and judge of our town, and the mafter notary of the caftcl- 
lany are ufed to be there. The mafter and council may likewife call in other 
good and learned men, if there be occafion. 

Of the calling of the officers of juftice to account. 

37. Tis very fit that every body fhould give an account of his a£tions j we 
therefore enadt that the caftellan, the fub-caftellan, the judges of appeals, and 
the ordinary judge, the captain, the jurats, the judge, and all the officers of 
our city that are ufed to be called to an account, fhall be fo before two com- 
miflaries, the one a knight, the other a man of learning, chofe by the mafter 
and council > when they quit their offices, and others are chofe in their ftead, 
as has been the praftice hitherto, that fuch as have not done their duty may be 
punifhed. 

Of 
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Of the bull or feal of the majler and convent . 

38. The inventing of ftamps, bulls, and feals, has been found very ufcful, 
for giving credit to writings that contain any a£t of authority, and making 
them autbentick. For this end it has been ordained, that two fteel ftamps 
ftiould be made with the mafter’s and bailiffs pidtures engraved thereon, to ferve 
for a bull or feal for the convent. AU manner of grants fhall be fealed with it, 
all procurations, exchanges, bonds, provifions, ana other inftruments that are 
expedited by the authority of the mafter and convent, or by the council or ge- 
neral chapter i and fuch as have been ufed to be fealed with the common leaden 
Bull. 

That the procurators of the common treafury be not excluded from the cognifance of 

matters that concern it. 

Br. PETER D’AUBUSSON. 
jp. We decree that the venerable great commander, and the procurators of 
the treafury fhall not be excluded from*the cognifance and decifion of matters 
that concern it, having been ufed from antient times to be prefent on fuch oc- 
cafions, where they have not their own private, but the publick intereft to 
take care of. 


Br. CLAUDE D£ LA SENGLE. 

40. But fo that they do not offer to fpeak in relation to the caufe whilft it 
is pleading, but appoint a procurator to plead and profecute in behalf of the 
treafury. 


That no brother cite another brother before any court of judicature but thofe 

of the order . 

Br. PHILIBERT DE NAILLAC 
41. Tis a very indecent practice, and has often proved very prejudicial to the 
order, for our brothers, who are devoted to the aefence of the faith, to trou- 
ble themfelves with law-fuits, and fue in courts that do not belong to the or- 
der, in contempt of the obedience which they owe it : they are fubjeft to fta- 
tutes, to cuftoms, and to a tribunal, where they may defend their interefts, and 
decide their difputes in a little time, fo as not to lofc any of that which they 
ought to dedicate to the exercife of arms. We therefore forbid them expreflly 
by this ftatute to fue, on any occafion or pretence whatever, any of our bro- 
thers, in any court either ecclefiaftical or civil, but only in thofe of the order. 
Such as offend againft this ordinance fhall lofe their leniority, and be deprived 
of all manner of adminiftration for five years. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

41. Whoever after lofing his caufe, fhall appeal to any pther judges but 
our own, or fhall only proteft that he would appeal, though he does not do 
fb in fa6fc, nor profecute his appeal at all, fhall be deprived of the thing which 
occafioned his fuit. 


Br.JOHN L’EVESQJJE DE LA CASSIERE. 

43. We lay the fame injun&ion on the brother chaplains of obedience, on 
pain of being deprived of the benefices, re£tories, and portions that they are 
prefented to, ana likewife of the habit, which fhall be taken from them im- 
mediately. 


The feajls that are obferved in the judicatures of our order . 


JANUARY. 

1. The Circumcifion. 

17. St. Anthony the Abbot. 

10. S. Fabian, and S. Scbaftian. 


it. The converfion of St. Paul. 

FEBRUARY. 

1. Purification of the V. Mary.' 
3. St. Blaife Bp and Martyr. 

1 


f. St. 
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f . St. Agatha, a virgin. 

20. Dedication of the church. 

of St. John Baptift. 
22. The choir of St. Peter. 

24. St. Matthias the apoftle. 

MARCH. 

12. St. Gregory, the pope. 

19. St. Jofeph, a confeflor. 

2y. The annunciation of the blefled 
virgin Mary. 

APRIL. 

25. St. George the martyr. 

2r. St. Mark the evangelift. 

MAY: 

1. St. Philip and St. James. 

3. Invention of the crofs. 

6. St. John Porte Latine. 

28. St. Waldefce, a virgin nun of the 
order. 

JUNE, 
it. St. Barnabas. 

14. St. John Baptift, and all the o£tave. 
2p. St. Peter and St. Paul, apoftles. 

20. Commemoration of St. Paul. 

JULY. 

2. Vifitation of the blefled virg. Mary. 
22. St. Mary Magdalen. 

2f . St. James the apoftle. 

26. St. Anne, mother of the virg. Mary. 

21. St. Ignatius Loyolo, confeflor. 

AUGUST. 

1. St. Peter ad vincula. 

4. St. Dominick, confeflor. 

6. The transfiguration of our Saviour. 
10. St. Laurence, martyr. 

1 f . The aflumption of the blefled vir- 
gin Mary. 

24. St. Bartholomew, apoftle. 

28. St. Auguftin, bifhop. 

2p. Beheading of St. John Baptift. 


SEPTEMBER. 

8. The nativity of the blefled virgin 
Mary. 

14* The exaltation of the crols. 

21. St. Matthew, apoftle and evangelift. 
2p. St. Michael the archangel. 

30. St. Jerome, confeflor. 

OCTOBER. 

1 . The holy guardian angel. 

4. St. Francis, confeflor. 

18. St. Luke, evangelift. 

28. St. Simon and St. Jude, apoftles. 
NOVEMBER. 

1. All faints. 

2. All fouls. 

4. Sr. Charles Borromeo. 

11. St. Martin, bifhop. 

21. The prefentation of the blefled vir- 
gin Mary. 

2f. St. Catherine, virgin. 

30. St. Andrew the apoftle. 

DECEMBER. 

2. St. Francis Xavier. 

6. St. Nicholas, bifhop. 

7. St. Ambrofe, bifhop. 

8. The conception of the blefled vir- 

gin Mary. 

13. St. Lucia, virgin. 

2i. St. Thomas the apoftle. 

24. From Chriftmas Eve to the Epipha- 
ny, and the two days following. 
MOVEABLE FEASTS. 
From the Thurfday before the carnival, 
to Afhwednefday, inclufively. 

From the Saturday before Palm Sunday, 
to the o£tave of Eafter-day, inclufively. 
Afcenfion-day. 

Whitfunday, Monday and Tuefday. 
Corpus-Chrifti day, and the eight days 
following. 


Of the Egarcl. 

TITLE VIII. 

Of the manner of holding the Egard. 

i.npHAT the minds of our brothers might not, by being plagued with long 
JL law-fuits, be diverted from the duties of their profeffion, our prede- 
ceflors thought of an eafy as well as expeditious way to determine them, which 
they called the Egard, and is thus praefcifed. 

They choofe eight brothers, one out of every language, they add to thefe 
another, out of any language they pleafe, to be the head and prelident of the 
Egard, who is named by the mafter, or by the marfhal, when the brothers be- 
long to his jurifdidtion. The reft are named by the bailiffs, and declared by the 
mafter equerry j only the bailiffs never name any body in the languages of the 
two contending parties, but the perfons whom, they approve of. 

From this Egard they go to the Renfort of the Egard, doubling the number 
of the brothers, fo that there are two of every language j and then to the Ren- 

fort 
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fort of the Renfbrt, which is compofed of three brothers out of every language, 
the president firft chofen continuing all this while in the fame poft. If the par* 
ties do not abide by the award of thefc three Egards, they add another Egard of 
bailiffs, which is compofed of eight conventual bailiffs, or their lieutenants. 
The mafter names them a prefident, who is either another bailiff, a prior, or 
the prior of the church) but if he names a conventual bailiff, they put an an- 
tient brother of the fame language in his ftead. 

They have every one of them a voice ) only the prefident has a double one, 
or the catting vote in cafe of an equality. If any language does not afford a 

n er perfon for this poft, they fupply this defed out of the other languages, 
11 up the number, fo that every Egard confifts of nine perfons. If one or 
both the parties be bailiffs or priors, the prefident of all the Egards muft be a 
bailiff or prior. 

When the parties appear before the Egard, the prefident asks them if they 
have any exception againft any one of their judges; if, they have, the perfon 
obje&ed to fhall retire, and another be put in nis ftead. The plaintiff opens 
his cafe, and propofes his grievance, tho’ the Egard was afiembled at the de- 
fendant’s requeft. The difpute is fully heard in a fummary way, without writ- 
ings on either fide, but the parties are to make the beft of their caufe by word 
of mouth. If there be any witneffes, they hear them, but take no depofitions 
in writing. No proxies are allowed, but for perfons that are abfent, or for 
fuch as are allowed to have them by the ftatutes. 

The parties are difmiffed as foon as they have pleaded their caufe : the bro- 
thers of the Egard retire to debate the cafe, and confider what has been offered, 
and then two boxes are brought, one for the affirmative, the other for the ne- 
gative. Thole that are for tne plaintiff put their ballots into the firft, the reft 
put theirs into the fecond) every one according to his feniority. The ballots 
being put in, before the prefident pronounces the fentence, they call in the par- 
ties, and ask them if they will ftand to the award of the Egard, or no? If 
they agree to it, they are fent out again, and the prefident puts his ballot into 
the box. They afterwards open the boxes in the prefence of the parties, and 
count the ballots. He that has the moft votes carries his caufe: the vice-chaa- 
Cellor writes down and publifhes the fentence. 

If either or both the parties declare that they will not ftand to it, the vice- 
chancellor counts the ballots a fecond time, and at the bottom of the fentence 
puts down the number of votes that each party had. This writing is kept by 
the preiident. Then they fummon the Renfort j and if the panics are not yet 
fatisfied, the Rjenfort of the Renfort. They have recourfe at laft to the Renfort 
of the bailiffs, after which the perfon condemned has no refource left. 

When they affetnble the Renfort of the Renfon, and the Egard of the bai- 
liffs, the prefident of the firft Egard is to be prefent, with fome of thofe that 
compofed it, to fee if the parties have any thing new to lay, more than they 
offered at the firft Egards, for they all make but one judgment, in conjun&ion 
with this laft. When they have given over pleading, the brothers of the firft 
Egard retire, all except the prefident, who keeps his place in the Renforts. In 
fine, when the fentence of the Renfort of the bailiffs is going to be given, the 
prefident of the firft Egards puts in his ballot in the prefence of the prefident of 
that of the bailiffs. They open the boxes ) and the prefident of the firft Egards 
takes out the ballots in the prefence of fome of the brothers that affifted at the 
feveral Egards : they are counted over with thofe of the bailiffs, and the party 
that has moft votes carries his caufe, and the fentence is executed. 

The voces however of the Egards are to be kept fecret, not only from the 
parties, but even from the other Egards, till the very end of the fuit. This 
mauner of judging was called by our predeceffors in old times, the juftice of the 
houfe. They proceed in it by default againft fuch as are abfent, if they have 
been duly cited) no appeal is allowed from their fentences, becaufe it is a fort 
of compromife. 3 
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THE ORDER OF ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM. 

The occafions on which they ajfmbk the Egards. 

CUSTOM. 

i. They fometimes affemble the Egards to take cognizance of the complaints 
which the matter, his lieutenant, the marfhal, or fome other fuperior, are mind- 
ed to make. In the Egards held on fuch occafions, there need be only the eight 
conventual bailiffs, or their lieutenants, or elfe eight brothers with a prior or 
bailiff chofe by the grand matter for their prefident, or elfe a brother named by 
the grand matter when he is concerned in the affair, but in fuch cafe the prefi- 
dent has only one vote. There lies no appeal from this fentence to other Egards 
it is always final. The bailiff of the language which the perfon accufedis of, 
mutt be prefent at it, and the affair is determined by plurality of voices. 

The Egard held upon the complaint of the marfhal, or any other fuperior, 
except the grand matter, confifts of eight brothers taken out of different lan- 

f uages, unlefs when any language wants a proper perfon, for then they choofe 
im out of fome other language : the fentence that they give is final, as well as 
the other, and there is no applying to the Renfort. There are likewife other 
Egards held upon petitions, difputes, and fuits of private men, in civil or cri- 
minal cafes, but in thefe cafes they may go on to the Renfort, the Renfort of 
the Renfort, and the Renfort of the bailiffs. 

That the Egard may he demanded , notwitbftanding the fuperior' s orders to the 

contrary. 

Br. WILLIAM DE VILLARET. 

3. If the matter, or any other fuperior, orders one of our brothers to do any 
thing contrary to the ftatutes and cufjhpms of the order, the brother may de- 
mand the Egard. If the matter refufes or defers to grant it him, he may ftill 
infift on his demand ; nor ffoajl he be obliged to obey the grand matter’s order 
till the Egard ha* decided the cafe. 

Br. FERDINAND D’HEREDIA. 1 
4. The Egard never makes interlocutory decrees, nor troubles it felf with 
judging of incidents^ all that it Minds is to make a final determination. 

y. The Egard is neyer granted in any affair that has hecn cither refolved, de- 
cided, or begun in the councils, all whofe femenccs ought to be fully and en- 
tirely executed. 

Br. JOHN DE LASTIC. 

6 . Nqn on account of aoy fuit commenced, or to be commenced between the 
brother knights pn the one part, and the brother chaplains or fervants of arms 
on the other, nor in cafe of any incidents arifing or depending thereon. 

Br. PETER D’AUBUSSDN. 

7. Nor in matters that regard the intereff of our common treafury, or its 
prerogatives, or the authority and prerogatives of the matter, or any thing in 
which he is either dire&ly or indirectly concerned. 

That the compleat council ought to decide whether the Egard Jkould he granted 

or no. 

BnRAIMOND ZACQ$TA, 

8. To terminate a great many disputes that haverifen about the manner of 
granting the Egard, we ena£t, that whenever a brother demands pf, {fee matter 
to call the Egard, and the adverfe party oppofes it, the matter and compleat 
council fhall determine whether it Ihould be granted or no. If none of the par* 
ties oppofe it, the matter fhall be obliged to grant it immediately. 
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that the prefident and brothers of the kgard met without any delay: of the 
exceptions that May be made againft any of them. 

tir. BAPTIST URSINI. 

p. To remove all delays and fufpicion, we enadt, that whenever the Egard is 
granted by confent of parties, or by the matter and compleat council, the matter 
mall be obliged to name a prefident within two days, in failure whereof the 
ordinary council fhall name one, a$ there is occafion. The bailiffs and piliers 
of the languages fhall be obliged, within twenty four hours, to depute fome of 
their brothers to affift in it : upon their refufal, the ordinary council fhall take 
care to have it done. If the parties except againft any of thole that compofe it, 
they fhall give in the reafons of their exception to the matter and ordinary 
council, wno fhall judge of their validity. 

The prefident and brothers of the egard fhall keep filence whilft the parties 
are pleading their caufe, and hear them with attention, without interrupting 
them j fo as not to fhew the leaft appearance of favour to one more than ano- 
ther, but to keep a perfedt equality between them. Such as adfc otherwife may 
be excepted againft, and fhall be obliged to withdraw, tho’ it be the prefident 
himfelf* without any other reafon of exception being given. 

Of the temper that the brothers are to keep in the Egard. 

10. We enadt, that the prefident, or chief of theEgards fhall hear the par- 
ties that plead before him with great attention, filence and prudence, without 
interrupting them, either by word or deed. As foon as the pleading is over, he 
fhall ask the brothers of the Egard that are about him their opinion, and whe- 
ther they are clear in their notions of what has been alledged on both fides. If 
any one owns that he did not underftand them rightly, the parties fhall repeat 
their reafons over again in as concife a manner as they can. If any writings or 
bulls have been produced in the cafe, the vicechancellor fhall read and explain 
them to the brotners, that they may be fully apprized of the fadt. 

That the brothers of the Egard be obliged to take an oath. 

Br. RAIMOND ZACOSTA. 

1 1. We order the prefident of the Egard to give an oath to all that are ad- 
mitted of it, that they will not reveal any thing that is faid and determined there, 
or fpeak of it to any body j and that they will decidejuftly in all cafes, accord- 
ing to our laudable cuftoms and ftatutes. Such as offend in this refpedt fhall be 
difqualified to enjoy any commandries and offices in the order for the reft of their 
lives. . 

Br. JOHN FERDINAND D’HEREDIA. 

i z. ’Tis enadfced, that no new Egard fhall be either demanded or granted be- 
tween the fame parties, till the firtt is at an end. 

CUSTOM. 

1 $. When matters are once decided by the Egard, no new one fhall be 
granted oh the fame fubjedt. 

Br. PETER RAIMOND ZACOSTA. 

14. We enadt, that the affairs of the Egard fhall not Be debated in the church, 
except fuch as relate to the corredtion and chaftifement of the brothers, as has 
been cuftomary . 5 


Of 



THE ORDER OF ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM. 

Of the Matter. 

T I T L E IX. 

That the brothers obey the mafter. 

Br. ALP H O N S U S of Portugal. 

,T* ** better than facrifice. There is nothing fitter to keep up 
the pra£hce of the duties of our profeffion, than the true ii3 fincere obedience 

3S mf TT °u C £ n Z u C t Uth ? nty °? thcir Superiors. It has therefore been 
wifely enaaed, that all the brothers of the order of Jcrufelem, of what rank 

™ ISlSi jSS oSih’ ftou bc obliged to obey the for ** lovc 

• Declaration of the extent of this obedience. 

CUSTOM. 

flJii brothcrs t0 °bey the mafter in every thing that he 

^ command them, without exception, their obedience however is limited 

£“ b, ? c S'? b0 “ n V Kh0Ut ^ b,ch " othin 8 can be ™11 regulated. Thefc 
the n ? CS> ?* tute ^ and g ood cuftoms of the order, which obliged 
5? Sfi t0 0bC J tbc mafter . f ° r th * fakc of Jefus Chrift. When therefore 
^i- ny thing Contrar y to his oa th and obligations, it is 
L™ ^t JefUS 9 1 " 11 obl, g? us L not to commi t : he requires us on the con- 

tra ? f n° t. a ^ C Ca ^ tb . at OU 5 a^ lons be g° od i this is the great end of the rule, 
and all the articles thereof are directed to it 6 * 

? " ena S Cd ’ th ? ^ hen thc hiperior fhall give the brothers 
K; * hat . s not agreeable to the ftatutes, and received u%s of the order, 

5* whilh Ji r Cd t0 de r nd the ’Tis thus wc interpret the obedi- 

fnd oSSi h ft have vowed j it ought not to bind us farther than the ftatutes 
? f ‘iSpod cuftoms of our order, whfch the fuperior is equaUy obliged toobferve 
if he breaks his oath, a brother is not bound to obey him. VCi 

The mafter muft be a brother knight , born of noble parents in lawful wedlock. 
Br.HUGH REVEL. 

to&'vJlUvZ fi i ; that the h f dof a bod y of knights fhould be himfelf quali- 
fied by the like dignity; and therefore we eoa&, that no body fhall ba IhnL 

matter of the facred hofoital of Jerufalem, unlefc he be a brother knight oftht 
feme order, born in lawful wedlock of noble parents. * gBC of the 

That the mafter who Jhall be elided* whilft he is abfent from the convent , , /ball 
not exceed the bounds of the emmiffion given him . * ^ 

Br. FABRICIO DEL CARETTO 

him in 1 !- any . maftc f be in <he weft at the time ofhis eledion, we forbid 
him m his road to the convent for the publick fervice of the nrder m 

L k 'T„“ y . lhin ® *' t= of «h.WS££ “ ^ lc o v r 

thc™on h vem lf7r ag “w °£ th \ or(icr ! ab °ye theincorae affigne/hiro by 

out of hTown piKr K h " 1 ‘ CS m ' rC > <« «“» <* ® P a y 5 

‘ , ( r f . 

That the commandries* offices , and benefices of the perfon eleded mafter 

Jhall be deemed vacant. 

Br. PETER RAIMOND ZACQSTA. 

prioriM 1 WhcnCV S a brother be ehrffod mafter, th? commandries, 

the difpofal of tLr m i®' n, 5 ie * oflSees that be enjoys,' fhall be declared vacant, 

accordfni n rh^ ft . d vCS , l ° 5 C raafter and con vent, who fhall beftow them 
according to the ftatutes and cuftoms of the order. 

R *’ That 
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That a mortuary and vacancy J 'ball be due upon a promotion to the mafterfiip. 

6 . We enaft, that when any body is ele£ted matter, the mafterihip lhall pay 
a mortuary, and the vacancy lhall be paid for the priory, caftellany of Empofta, 
bailliage, commandry, or other ettate of the order that he was in pofiefiion of. 

What eft Sis the mafter may detain of the fpoils of bis predecejfor. 

Br. ANTHONY FLUVIAN. 

7. Our regulations allow the new mafter to take out of the ipoils of his 
predeceflor a quantity of corn and wine fufHcient to ferve him from the day of 
his election to theChriftmas following, all the reft of the corn, wine, and pro* 
vifions, lhall belong to the treafury. There are likewife fix hundred marks of 
filver plate annexed to his dignity j befides which, he may take a gold cup and 
ewer if there be any, but all the reft is to go to the treafury. 

• 

Of the magiflral chambers. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA S ENGLE. 

8» It has been a cuttom time out of mind, that for the better lupporting the 
dignity of mafter of the order with decency and magnificence, one commandry 
fhould be affigncd him in every priory : thefc are called magiftral commandries, 
and cannot be feparatcd from the mafterihip. The mafter however ufes to leale 
them out, or grant them by way of penfion to fuch brothers as he fees fit. Here 
follows a lift of them. 

In the priory of St. Giles, the commandry of Pefenas. 

In the priory of Tholoufe, that of Puibran. 

In the priory of Auvergne, that of Salins. 

In the priory of France, that of Itcnaut. 

In the priory of Aquitain, that of the temple of Rochelle. 

In the priory of Champagne, that of Mets. 

In the priory of Lombardy, that of Invemo. 

In the priory of Rome, that of Mugnano. 

In the priory of Venice, that of Trcvifo. 

In the priory of Pila, that of Prato. ✓ 

In the priory of Capua, that of Liciano. 

In the priory of Barletta, that of Brundufium and Maraggio; 

In the priory of Mdfina, that of Polizzi. 

In the priory of Catalonia, that of Maldea. 

In the priory of Navarre, that of Calchetas. 

In the caftellany of Empofta, that of Alliaga. 

In the priory of Caftile, that of Olmos ana del Vito. 

In the priory of Portugal, that of Villacoua. 

In the priory of England, that of Pellens. 

In the priory of Germany, that of Bucs. 

And in the priory of Bohemia, that of Wadiflavia. 

2 T>at the commandry della Finica is a magiftral commandry. 

Br. JOHN DE LA VALETTE. 
p. The commandry della Finica, formerly founded in the kingdom of Cyprus, 
lhall be reckoned for ever among the magiftral chambers. 

Zhat the mafter may make a lieutenant. 

Br. PETER DE CORNILLAN. 

10. Though the mafter be refident in the convent, he may name his lieute- 
nant or vicegerent, and give him what authority he lees fit. 
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What things the mafter may grant to the hr others. 

CUSTOM. 

1 1. He may give them licenfe to have their own cloaths and houlhold goods, 
to go on pilgrimage, to cat by themfelves in their own houfcs, to go out of 
the convent, to give the habit of the hofpital, to affemble the languages } he 
may give the bailiffs likewife leave to forbid the drinking of any thing but wa- 
ter, which prohibition is irrepealable, after the clock has ftruck, for in that 
cafe none but the mafter can take it off. 

What faults the mafter may pardon. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

it. The mafter cannot pardon any body after he has been condemned* nor 
iuch as have been deprived of the habit for ever, without the confent of the ge- 
neral chapter, and for good confiderations. He may however alter the punifh- 
ment of fuch as are deprived of the habit for drawing blood of their brothers* 
according to the form of theftatutes, at the requeft of the bailiffs of the council } 
and inltead of that punifhment, may take away a year’s Handing from them, or 
more according to the nature and circumftances of the fault, of which the Fi- 
amauds fhall have the benefit} provided ftill, that the perfon who fuffered fuch 
a violence, be neither dead nor maimed, for in fuch cafe it is not allowable to 
abate any thing of the rigor of the ftatutes. 

That the mafter may not alienate the revenues of his dignity. 

Br. FABRICIO DEL CARETTO. 

13. We annul all grants that may be hereafter made by the mafter, of the 
dues, prerogatives, privileges, and revenues of his dignity to the prejudice of 
his fucceffors, and after his death they fhall be re-annexea to the mafterfhip in 
virtue of this prefent ftatute, if not confirmed by the general chapter, which is 
never to be done but for good and known reafons. 

On the fame fubjeEt. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

14. We ordain, that in cafe the mafter* during his being lick, gives any body 
for a certain time, or for life, or otherwife difpofes of any of the magiftral cham- 
bers, or other eftates annexed to his dignity, which he had leave of the general 
chapter to difpofe of, the grant fhall be null, if he does not recover of his ill- 
nefs, and live thirty days after the date of it. We ordain the fame to be ob- 
fcrved in the priories and bailliages for the members of the magiftral chambers, 
and in the commandries with regard to their members of amelioration. 

Of the mafter s leaden bully and feal for wan. 

Br. NICOLAS DE L'ORGUE. 
if. Tis ena&ed, that the mafter keep a leaden feal, with his effigies on one 
fide of it, and the ordinary ftamp on the other, to expedite, feal, and authorize 
all the difpatches that depend on nis authority, and the mailer’s prerogative: he 
fhall likewife have a filver feal to be ufed with black wax for fealing letters pa- 
tents, and others that are ufed to be expedited in that manner. 

Of providing a proper flock of provifions. 

Br. PETER RAIMOND ZACOSTA. 
itf. We order the tnafters to lay in from time to time a good flock of millet 
and wheat, fo that there may be always a year’s provifton beforehand. 
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Of the four chaplains of the maker's palace . 

Br. FABRICIO DEL CARETTO. 

17. That the holy relicks in the matter’s palace may receive the veneration 
that is due to them, we order the four chaplains of the palace, in the matter’s 
abfepce, and during the vacancy of his dignity, to continue divine fervice night 
and day, juft as if he was prefent, and make their caravans, as ufual, before 
they leave the convent. 

Of the goods belonging to the maflerfhip. 

18. We enaft, that when the mafterlhip falls vacant, the great commander, 
or his lieutenant, the conventual confervator, and the committaries deputed by 
the council, after taking an oath for the due execution of their truft, fttall re- 
ceive from the officers of the matter’s palace, all the houftiold goods that the 
late matter made ufe of, and {hall take care to fecure them. If any of them be 
Carried off, they fhall ufe all poftible diligence to recover them. They {hall do 
the fame with regard to the liable and income of the mafterlhip. All gold and 
lilver plate belongs to the common treafury. We abolilh all ill cnttoms intro* 
duced by the officers. 

In the mafter's abfence affairs are treated by the regents and the council jointly . 

19. We ena£t likewife, that if the matter is abfent from the convent, fuch 
as are deputed to govern the order, {hall treat of all important affairs that con- 
cern it, in conjuq&ion with the council, and provide for them in the way of 
ballot, keeping to the form preferibed by the ftatutes, and in this manner they 
may depofe officers, put others in their Head, difpofe of offices, commandries, 
and benefices, and grant graces and pardons. Whatever is done in any other 
manner fhall be null. 

Ihat the mafier pay give leave to the brothers to difpofe of their patrimonial 

fortunes. 

Br. HUGH DE LOUBENX VERDALE. 

20. We cnadt by way of addition to the eleventh article, that the matter 
may likewife give permiffion to the brothers of the order, to fell, give, or alie- 
nate any kind whatever of immoveable goods only, which belong to them ci- 
ther by inheritance, or by the wills of their fathers, mothers, grandfathers, 
grandmothers, or collateral relations, to difpofe of them in their life-time, or ait 
the point of death, and to fue, plead, appear and treat for the recovery of the 
faid goods, either in courfe of law or otherwife. 


Of the Bailiffs. 

TITLE X. 

Of the original of the bailiffs. 

CUSTOM- 

1. enable the matter to provide the better for the government of the or- 

JL der, our predeceflbrs formed a fenatp and council of grave and eminent 

f >erfons, diftinguifned by their dignities to affift him. Hence arofe the council- 
ors of the order, viz. the great commander, the marfhal, the: hofpitaller, the 
admiral, the confervator, the turcopolier, the great bailiff, and the great eban- 
jccllor. They are called conventual bailiffs, becaufe they are prefidents of their 
refpeftive languages. 
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THE ORDER OF ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM. 

IVbat brothers are fubjeQ to the marfiaf s authority. 

Br. ALPHONSO DE PORTUGAL. 

z. The (acred fociety of the order require inferiors to be (ubjeffc to their fu- 
periors * and therefore it has been ena&ed, that all the brothers* as well knights 
as fervants of arms* obey the marihal. The conventual bailiffs however, and 
their lieutenants, the priorsj caftellao of Erppofta, capitulary bailiffs, and the 
maker’s retinue, are exempted from this obedience. 

That all the military mo, when at fea , obty the admiral and tbs marjbaly if 

be be prefont. 

Br. WILLIAM DE VILLARET. 

' 3. ’Tis ena&ed, that the admiral (hall command the galleys and naval forces 
of the order, and may retain gallions, galiots and foldiers in the fervice, who 
(hall be paid out of tne treafury j and the marines (hall be under his authority, 
both by fea and land, unlefr the marihal commands the fquadron, for then the 
admiral and every body elfe receive orders from him. The marines that are 
landed (hall be commanded by the perfon that the marihal deputes for that pur- 
pole. When thev are at fea, cither in going or coming back they (hall receive 
orders from the admiral, jf the marihal is not there in perfon. 

4. The prior of the church (hall be obliged to go to all aflemblies or con* 
gregations called by the marihal. 

The marjbal may give the ftandard of the order to whom be pleafes. 

f . The marihal of the order has the prerogative of giving the ftandofd of 
the order to whom he will in time of war: he is however obliged to confult 
the matter, or bis lieutenant, on this fubjeft. 

6 . The matter may ondcr any brothers that have not done their duty to drink 
nothing but water in their chambers : the other bailiffs cannot put them under 
fuch a penance without the matter’s leave. 

That the brothers in time of war obey the marfhaTs orders. 

7. If obedience is always praife-Worthy, ’tis more particularly fo in time of 
War : fo that all the brothers are then fubjeft to the marihal, except the con- 
ventual and capitulary bailiffs, the priors, caftellan of Empofta, and the matter’s 
retinue, who has a right, if pretent, to command the marihal himfelf, and in 
his abfence his lieutenant has the lame. 

Of the admirers authority over the naval forces. 

8. The prerogative Of the office of admiral requires, that all the brothers and 
feculars that compofe the naval army be fubjeft to the admiral’s orders, unlcfs 
the matter or his lieutenant command it in perfon : all the marines too, in fer- 
vice of the order, depend on him in what relates to their payment for that fervice. 

Of the prerogatives of the admiral. 

Br. DIEU-DONJJE DE GOZON. 

p. When the order fit out galleys and other (hips, the admiral (hall command 
the marines, and the feamcn. He (hall, either by himfelf or by his deputies, 
get their pay out of the treafury to pay them. The matter too (nail draw from 
it the neceffary provifions for his own feamen and galleys. 

The bailiffs cannot put out the officers they have appointed. 

10. ’Tis unbecoming the gravity of fuch as are appointed to command others 
to change their feotiments : fo that the bailiffs, when they have once appointed 
officers, (hall not have it in their power to turn them out, on any pretence 
whatever, without a declaration from the matter and ordinary council that they 
have been fruity in the difeharge of their office, and deferve to be deprived. 
Such as a£fc otherwife (hall undergo the quarantaine, and their deprivation of 
the officer (hall be null. S ^ at 
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That the commandtrs of the ar/enals, fiores y and little commandry give in their 
accompts every month to the great commander. 

Br. A N T H O N Y F LU V I A N. 

it. For thfc better management of the fubftance, andfecurity of the welfare 
of our order, we enjoin the commanders of the arfenal, the ftores, and the lit- 
tle commandry, to give regularly, every month, an account of their admim- 
11 ration to the great commander, and declare what is left in their hands. Such 
as fail to do fo lhall be deprived of their offices as ill adminiftrators, and be in- 
capacitated to obtain any commandry for five years to come. The commander 
of the arfenal lhall lay out no money, nor make any payment, but in the pre- 
fence of the great commander, or (if he cannot be by) of the treafurer general. 

Of the office of great bailiff of the venerable language of Germany . 

1 1 . To lhew the dignity, the pre-eminence, and the duty of the office of 
great bailiff of the venerable language of Germany, and tefolve all difficulties 
that may be Itarted on that account, as well as for the fcrvice and proper guard 
of our caftle of St. Peter, which, as it is fituated on the Turkilh territories, is 
an ornament and honour for our order, and fervei frequently for an afylum to 
Chriftians that make a lhift to efcape out of Ha very, and has likewifc need of 
being often vifited on account as well of its garrifon, as the condition it is in 
for defence, and the ftate of its ammunition and provifions, we order the Con- 
ventual great bailiff, prefident of the venerable language of Germany, who en- 1 
joys at prefent, and will for the future enjoy that important poll, to vifit the 
faid caftle at leaft once a year, and oftner if it be necefiary, either in perfon, or 
by his lieutenant $ for which purpofe he lhall be carried thither by one of our 
galleys, or fome other Ihip that he lhall think more proper. And we order that 
the brothers and the retinue that go with him on this occalion, lhall be paid 
out of the common treafury, as thole are that ferve on board the galleys of the 
order. 

Of what is to be done in vifit ing the eafth of St. Peter. 

I $. As there are meafures to be taken, and rules to be observed in all forts of 
actions, the great bailiff, or his lieutenant, when they vifit the caftle of St. Pe- 
ter, lhall keep up the garrifon and foldiers that they find ferviceable well pro- 
vided with arms, and ready in the ufe of them: they lhall break all that they 
think urtferviceable, and put others in their ftead that feem fitter for a&ion : 
they lhall allow fuch as appear robuft time to fiirnifh themfelves with arms, if 
they want them ; who if they fail to do lhall be cut off of the pay defigned them* 

Rcfiriftion of the power of the great bailiff. 

14. ’Tis very fit that the captain or governor that we depute for the govern- 
ment of that caftle, Ihould not be fubjeft to the great bailiff’s authority, and 
therefore we enaft, that he lhall have no power over the captain and his fer- 
vants, over thofe that contributed to the taking of the caftle, or the garrifon 
that is to go thither from Smyrna to guard it : he lhall not have it in his power 
to take away their pay without the matter’s leave, whbfe immediate authority 
they are under. We order, however, that every thine that has. been decreed in 
his favour in general chapters, with regard to his falary .and dignity, lhall be. 
pun&ually obferved* 

’that the captain of the caftle of St. Peter fhall affift the great bailiff in mak - . 

ing bis review. 

if. Nothing contributes more to the prefervation of the flatutes, than the 
true and fincere execution of them. Ana therefore we order the caftellan of 
this caftle to obey the great bailiff or his lieutenant, whilft they are vifiting it, 
and to give them his advice, affiftance, and good offices, when they defire him 
to do fo: they lhall, upon their return, give the mailer an account in writing 
of the condition they found every thing in, as well as of what has palled in their 
review. 5 

Br. 
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Br. JOHN L*E VESQJJE.DE LA CAS SI ERE. 

1 6. Whereas the great bailiff cannot enjoy the faid pre-eminence which 

belonged to him whilft we were at Rhodes, we give him authority' to vifit the 
old city of Malta, and the caflle of Goza. . t 

Of the commander, of the ftoreboufe^ and the comptroller's and the great com • • 
rounder' s authority over the ftorebdyfe. 

Br. JOHN Dfc LAS TIC. 

17. Great care ought to be taken of the laying up bf com and other provi* 
Eons, and to hinder their being fpoiled by negligence, we ena&, that all the 
bread-corn, barley, and other grain, bifket and other provifions, fhall be laid up 
in a proper ftorenoufe, fecure and well built, where they fhall be kept under 
two keys by a religious pf exemplary life and approved fidelity, chofen com- 
mander of the ftorehoufe, who fhall keep one of them } and the other (hall be 
given to two religious of different languages, fit for the office, who fhall be 
chofe by the grand matter and ordinary council, and be changed every three 
months. They fhall take care of the keeping and diftribution of the corn and 
provifions j they fhall keep a regifter of whatever is received and laid out upon 
the great commander’s order } they fhall give in every month a duplicate of 
their account to the grand matter and council} whatever augmentation or dimi- 
nution fhall happen irt the diftribution, the treafury fhall receive the benefit or 
ftand to the lofs of it. The ftorehoufes or magazines fhall be fealed with the 
great commander’s feal. The commander however of the ftorehoufe, and the 
comptrollers, fhall have otic magazine free for making the diftribution. The 
treafury fhall pay a ftipend of twenty five florins a year to this commander and 
that of the arterial, betides their table and pay. 

Of the comptrollers of the little commandry. 

1 8. For the greater care in difeharging the office of the little commandry, we 
order the matter and council to depute two religious, men of integrity, of dif- 
ferent languages to examine into the faults committed in it, and give an account 
of them to the great commander, who fhall take immediate care for their redrefs : 
otherwife the Cafe fhall be laid before the matter and council, who fhall make 
due provifion according to the exigence of the cafe. We order likewife the 
officers of the ftores, the arfenal, the little commandry, and of the alms, to be 
changed every two years. 

That the marjhal exempt no body from keeping guard at the tower: 

19 . The greateft care and vigilance fhould be ufed for the guard: of our ifland, 
which is encompafled with fuch a number of potent enemies : we therefore en- 
join all our brethren that are fubje£b to the marfhal’s authority^ to continue al- 
ways to mount the guard, and keep watch- at the towers affigned them } nor 
fhall the marfhal, either by himfelf or by any other, exempt anybody from this 
duty, on any account whatever. 

That the paffage horfes fhall be prefented to the marjhal. 

ibi We order the paflage horfes to be prefented to the marfhal, and two reli- 

f ious deputed for that purpofe $ and fuch as fhall be adjudged fit for fervice, fhall 
e, upon the marfhal’s order, entered by his fecretary in the regifter of the trea- 
fury. 

That comptrollers fhall be chofe to overfee the office of mafter equerry^ and the 
marjhal fhall correct fuch defeats as are found in it. 
i\. To prevent frauds and negligence, we enjoin the mafter and ordinary 
council to chodfe two difereet religious to have an eye over the office of matter 
equerry ; and if they find any thing amifs, that they fhall give notice of it to 
the marfhal, who fhall provide immediately for it, and punifh fuch as are faulty, 
according to the importance of the cafe} if he fills to do fo, they fhall apply 
to the matter and council, who fhall take timely remedy for it. 

That 
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That the hofpilaUtr fhall choofe the direQor of the itfmary, and prefent him 

to tht mafter and council. 

' tz. Tis of great confequence to empower a prudent and difcreet brother to 
t a fe c care of tne hofpital, to be an head and rector of it, and cake care of the 
lick being duly attended. We therefore enjoin the hofpitaller of our convent 
to choofe a director of the infirmary out of the language of France^ if there is 
any body in it well qualified to difeharge that office) and in failure thereof, he 
fhall choofe out of any language whatever indifferently, and (hall prefent him to 
the mailer and ordinary council, who after a careful examination {hall admit or 
rejeft him, as they fee fit. In the latter cafe, the hofpitaller (hall find another, 
who (hall (Serve in that poft for two years after which the mafter and council 
fhall examine into the manner that he has difeharged his office, and if they find 
reafon to be fatisfied with it, fhah continue him for two years more) if nor, 
they fhall turn him out aad choofe another in his dead. The fecretary of the in* 
firm try ihall be changed likewife every two years, as well as the director of it. 

Br. HUGH DE LOUBENX VERDALE. 

z j. None but a brother knight ihall ever be chofe director of the infirmary. 

Some freregatrves of the great eonfervator . 

Br.JOHN DE LASTIC. 

24. We aider the great commander, or his lieutenant, and the procurators 
of our treafiuy, to give the great cenferator or his lieutenant, at the time of 
paying the forntay, all the woollen doth, linen, canvas and camlet defigned for 
their pay, which ihall be diftributed by the great eonfervator and the conferva- 
tor or the convent. We forbid the giving or advancing to any body more than 
Is ufually given for one year : in failure hereof, the conventual eonfervator fhall 
be obliged to pay the treafiiry the value of what he has advanced at the market 
price. The peat eonfervator or his lieutenant ihall be prefent at all bargains 
for the wooden doth, linen, canvas and camlets that are neccflary for the pay, 
and at the diftributisg of the fpoils of the brothers. 

That the. groat eonfirvator fhall give Ueenfis to have deaths made. 

zf. Brothers that have made the vow of obedience are not allowed to live 
after their own fancy : they ought to (hew their fubmiffion in every thing. We 
therefore forbid the brothers to offer to have any cloaths, either long or fhort, 
trade for them, without the licenfe of the great eonfervator. If any body of- 
fers to do fo, the great eonfervator ihall complain of it to the marfhal, and the 
offender ihall be punched with the feptaine. 

That the Turc<folitr fhall not brook the Tureopoles without hearing them in their 

man defence, 

1 6. *Tis not lull to turn any body out of his employment without good rea- 
fon) and therefore we forbid the Turcopolier to break the Turcopoles without 
a fair hearing of the caufe) but if he find any of them faulty, he may fufpend 
the offender In the prcfence of two credible witnefles, and order him to appear 
in ten days before tne mafter and the ordinary council, to anfwer what ihan be 
alledgod againft hip, that juftioe may be done. If the accufed does not appear, 
be fhall be brake,’ lad the Turcopolier ihall take care to put another in his place. 

How the Turcopoles are to entertain, the Turcopolier. 

1 J. Whbn the Turcopolier ihall make his rev iew over our ifland, everyTurco- 
pole ihall be obliged to find him meat and drink for two days only in a year, not 
together, but at different times, that our fubje&s may not be put to too great 
charges. 

Of the falaries of the bailiffs. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENG LE. 

28. ’Tis very rcofooabk that fuch as have the trouble of polls fhould have 
3 likewife 
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likewife the honour and profits of them, one is readily reconciled to fatigue where 
there is hope of recompence: we therefore aflign the conventual bailiffs of the 
order, fo long as they are refident in the convent, a falary not exceeding fixty 
crowns, but they (hall not be paid it when they are abfent. Their lieutenants* 
who are at the expence of the inns fhall receive forty five from the treafury, 
the prior of the church and the treafurer fhall be paid forty eight, and the trea- 
surer's lieutenant half that fum, any flatuces or ordinances to the contrary in any 
wife notwithftanding. 

Of the treafurtr •general , and bis prerogative. 

Br. JOHN DE LASTIC. 

29. Wb annex the dignity of treafurer-general, who fhall likewife have the 
title of a capitulary bailin’, to the language of France for ever. He fhall be 
obliged to a continual refidence in the convent, and fhall have the common fleet 
feal in his cuftody, in a little bag fealed with the ordinary feals of the mailer and 
bailiffs. He fhall aifift at the councils, where he fhall vote as a capitulary bailiff*, 
and at the examination of the treafury accompts with the bailiffs. If he be a 
knight, he fhall have a falary of forty eight crowns of gold a year j if he be a 
fervant of arms, or a chaplain, he fhall nave an hundred florins of Rhodes in 
current coin. 


Of the plate and precedence of the bailiffs and priors. 

30. We ena£t that the bailiffs, priors, and caflellan of Empoffa, as well in 
the convent as out of it, either in fitting. Handing, walking, or voting in coun- 
cil or elfewhere, fhall be placed as ufual in former times. 

That the donats obey the bailiffs. 

31. If our brothers are obliged to obey their fuperiors, the donats are fo too, 
fince they are engaged in the fervice of the order. We therefore enjoin them 
to ferve in the inns they have been entered in, and obey their bailiff, or his de- 
puty, in all their lawful and honeft commands j in failure whereof they fhall 
forfeit their table and pay that they receive from the treafury, unlefs they have 
a reafonable cxcufe that mail be allowed by the mailer and the council. 

That the great commander prefent the officers of the ftoreboufe and the little 

commandry. 

Br. PETER RAIMOND ZACOSTA. 

32. We order the great commander to prefent to the mailer and ordinary 
council, fome brothers that he knows well, of any language whatever, to be 
officers of the Storehoufe and little commandry * they fhall admit them, if they 
think them fit for their pofls 1 if not, he muff prefent others that are duly qua- 
lified, which the mailer and council are obliged to admit. 

Of the prerogatives of the great -commander and the admiral over tbe officers of t be 

arfenal and magazines. 

3 3. To make up the difference between the venerable great commander, and 
the other brothers of the language of Provence on one fide, and the admiral and 
brothers of the language of Italy on the other, about the offices of the arfenal 
and the magazine, we, after a full hearing of the parties, declare and ordain by 
this our final fentence, with the authority of the prefent general chapter, that 
for the future the great commander may and ought to choofe, and change the 
commander of the arfenal, his power of fo doing being ellablifhed by preferip- 
tion. This commander of the arfenal fhall be bound to give in every month an 
account of his adminiftration in general to the auditors of accompts deputed by 
the mailer and council, and to give likewife a particular one of every thing, that 
if any thing be wanting, it may be known at once. 

The admiral likewife may, without intrenching on the prerogative of the 
great commander, or the office of the commander of the arfenal, name fome per- 
son well known to him to be a comptroller, who may build an houfe near the 

T arfenal 
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arfenal to go in and out as he fees fit. This officer fhall be obliged to keep a 
regifter of every thing that is bought or hired, as iron, wood, cordage, oars, 
thread, hemp, fails, and every thing elfe entrufted to the commander of the ar- 
fenal •, and likewife of all expences whatever, which fhall be verified every day 
by the comptroller, or elfe they fhall not be allowed in the accompts ; that he 
fhall not ftir from the magazine whilft the treafury has men at work there that 
an inventory fhall be taken of every thing that is there, and copies given of it 
to the great commander, the admiral, and the comptroller for the time being; 
with fuch additions and fubftrattions as fhall be made upon occafion ; that every 
thing fhall be put in a proper place to keep it in, and the commander and comp- 
troller fhall have a key of the magazine. 

The admiral fhall choofe a fecretary for the magazine, who fhall by his or- 
ders keep a regifter of every thing within it relating to the navy, which fhall 
not be removed out of their ulual place, fo that when the admiral would know 
of the fecretary what there is in any particular place, and whether any thing is 
well kept, he may, as well as the great commander, be exa&ly informed 
of it. 

• That the comptroller and fecretary fhall be under the iurifdi&ion of the ad- 
miral, who may turn them out, and put others in their ftead, and all bills of 
expences and things that are delivered fhall be fealed with the great comman- 
der’s fignet, as ufual. The commander of the arfenal, and the comptroller fhall 
have each of them a falary of twenty florins, and the fecretary fhall have his 
ufual ftipend ; provided however that none of theft; officers have liberty to take 
any thing,, as oars, hemp, fails, &c. out of the magazine of the arfenal without 
the mailer’s leave, unlefs it be for fitting out the galleys and flutes of the order. 
The commander and comptroller of the arfenal fhall be changed every two years, 
as well as all the reft of the officers. 

Of the inftitution of a new bailiff, with the title of great chancellor. 

24. We inftitute and create a new conventual bailiff, who fhall be the eighth 
and laft, taking his place after the other feven : he fhall be called the great chan- 
cellor, and enjoy the ordinary falary of the bailiffs. This dignity mall be an- • 
jiexed to the venerable language of Spain, which fhall be divided into two lan- 
guages in (he fame inn, becaufe that nation is full of knights of merit, who have 
diftinguifhed themfelves by the eminent fervices they have done the order : not 
intending hereby to do any fort of prejudice to the qualities, honours, prece- 
dencies, pre-eminences, and other, advantages of the other conventual bailiffs of 
the languages, and the treafurer-general who has the keeping of the common 
fteel feal of the order, but rather to confirm them by this ftatute. And we re- 
peal, vacate, and annul, with the general confent of the brothers of all the lan- 
guages, all writings, letters, promifes, and obligations whatever lately made, 
in whatever terms they are drawn, on account of the differences between the fe- 
ven languages, any ftatutes, cuftoms, and ufages of the order, and any thing 
elfe to the contrary in any wife notwithftanding. 

Of the election of the great chancellor. 

That the bailiff ftiled the great chancellor, may be ele&cd like the other 
bailiffs : we forbid the election of any body that cannot write and read. 

Of the pre-eminences of the great chancellor. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

3<S. We ena£t, that the great chancellor fhall have under him a vice- 
chancellor, a man of learning and capacity, to ferve in the office of our chan- 
cery ; after whofe death he mall prefent to the matter and ordinary council two 
or more of our brothers, that are capable and fit for the Office, one of which 
fhall be admitted by the matter and council. 

Of the Office of vice-chancellor. 

Br. RAIMOND ZACOSTA. 

37. We ordain that the vice-chancellor fhall fign and expedite afi the a&s of' 
2 the 
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the chancery as ufual, and receive all the profits, as the chancellor has hitherto 
done. He may not feal letters with the common leal, unlefs the great chancel- 
lor, or his lieutenant, be prefent in council, who {hall then fign them gratis up- 
on the fold of the patent, faving always the rights iof the feneichal. 

Of tbe “writings of the chancery . 

The fame grand MASTER. 

38. Whereas the writings of the chancery are common to all the world, 

that every body may defend their rights, we order the vice-chancellor to deliver 
writings and extracts of the books of chancery to fuch as demand them, if they 
want them for the defence of their caufe j and for this no other permiflion (hall 
be needful, faving ftill the rights of the chancery. , 

Of tbe refidence of the conventual bailiffs. 

Br. PETER D’AUBUSSON. 

39. The conventual bailiffs are obliged, as being counfellors, to be always 
near the matter's perfon, to attitt him with their advice in the management of 
the affairs of the order, and therefore it is not fit for them to be abfent from 
the convent. If however there happens any cafe in which it is neceflary for 
fome of them to ftir from it, we order that there fhall never be abfent more than 
three at a time in the order of their rank, and they fhall return in three years, 
reckoning from the day of their departure, and in failure thereof they fhall, 
without any other notice or citation, be deprived of their bailliages, and others 
put in their ftead by the matter and council. 

Such as are chofe conventual bailiffs in their abfence , fhall be obliged to return to 

tbe convent within two years , and may not wear the great crofs out of the con- 
vent. 

Br. JOHN D’OMEDES. 

40. Such as fhall be eleCted conventual bailiffs in their abfence, fhall be 

. obliged to return to the convent within two years, reckoning from the day of 
their election > they may however enjoy the rights and prerogatives of conven- 
tual bailiffs, in order to obtain the dignities and benefices of the order : but if 
they lapfe their time, they fhall not enjoy any privilege of a conventual bailiff, 
and fhall be deemed ipfo fa£to deprived of their bailliages, without any other 
notice or citation whatever j fo that the matter and council fhall be obliged to 
proceed to a new election, faving however the mutition of the languages. We for- 
bid them likewife to put on and wear the great crofs, before they have been 
prefented to the matter and council. 

Br. HUGH DE LOUBENX VERDALE. 

41. We enjoin them within a year and half after their election, to pay fifty 
crowns of gold a month to their lieutenants to fupport the expence of the inns. 
If they do not come within two years, they fhall be deprived of their dignity, 
as is laid in the foregoing article. 

When the marfbal may pardon perfons that have been fentenced. 
CUSTOM. 

41. If the marfhal has made complaint again!! any brother, and brought him 
to a trial, he may pardon him before he leaves the court to go to church, but 
not afterwards. The brothers may intercede for the delinquent, and get his 
pardon before the bell rings} if it has rung, no body can pardon him but the 
matter or his lieutenant. If the marfhal or any commander made the complaint 
by the matter’s order and directions, he is not allowed to difpenfe with it j nor 
is he in any cafe that is brought by the matter’s command. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA $ ENGLE. 

43. W e give the marfhal authority to depute a brother knight, that is well 

known 
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known to him inftead of a fecular, to do the office of gonfalonier, or ftandard 
bearer, any ftatute or cuftom to the contrary in any wile notwithftanding. 

That the right of feniority » with regard to dignities , Jhall be granted to no 
body but the conventual bailiffs. 

Br.JOHN DE LA VALETTE. 

44. To cut off all fubje<£t and occafion of fuits that have been frequently car- 
ried on between our brothers, about the feniority which ferves for a ftep and 
introduction to dignities, we forbid the granting for the future any faculty, or 
cxpeCtative, and what we call privilege of feniority, with regard to the priories, 
caftellany of Empofta, and bailliages, to any body but to the conventual pri- 
ors, to whop thefe fenioritics belong of right and cuftom, exclufive of all other 
perfons. 

In cafe fome important neceffity, or evident advantage of the priories, the 
languages on which they depend, and the whole order require and make it pro- 
per to confer thefe dignities to others, the matter ihall be examined by the 
mafter and council, and they fhall, with the confent of the brothers of the lan- 
guages, the priories, or caftellany of Empofta, who have the right of nomina- 
tion to them, be conferred upon fuch brothers of our'order, men of ftanding and 
merit, that have all the qualifications required by our conftitutions for the en- 
joyment of fuch dignities, faving however the rights of the conventual bailiffs in 
all other cafes, ana the concordats that have been made in fome languages, or 
priories, and may poffibly have fettled a different regulation among the brothers. 

Of the number of the languages , bailliages and priories. 

CUSTOM. 

4f . Though our order, ever fince its firft foundation, and efpccially fince it 
has received ample benefaftions, always had fome councilors dignified with ti- 
tles, as affiftants to the mafter j yet in the courfe of time they have been obliged 
-to diftinguifh the languages, to augment the bailliages, and to create priors, 
that the religious being confined within the bounds of their feveral jurifdictions, . 
may mind their employs, and take care of the government with the greater eafe 
and application. 

This gave occafion from time to time to the diftin&ion of eight languages, 
the augmentation of the conventual bailiffs to ferve as prefidents for them, the 
inltitution of priors to prefide over the provinces, and the addition of capitulary 
bailiffs, to fit in chapter and affift at the council : here follows a lift of thefe dig- 
nitaries. 

Of the language of Provence. 

The great commander, the prior of St. Giles, the prior of Tholoufe, the ca- 
pitulaiy bailiff of Manofque, which was inftituted in the time of brother James 
de Milly. 

Of the language of Auvergne. 

The marthal, the prior of Auvergne, the capitulary bailiff of Lureil, inftitu- 
ted in the time of brother baptift Urfini, though this title was changed after- 
wards under brother Philip de Villers L’lfle Adam to that of Lion, and under 
brother John L’Evefque de la Caffiere, to that of bailiff of Devellet. 

Of the language of France. 

The hofpitaller, the prior of France, the prior of Aquitain, the prior of 
Champagne, the capitulary bailiff of the Morea ere&ed fome time ago, and the 
capitulary bailiff, the treafurer-general, inftituted in the time of brother John 
de Laftic. 

Of the language of Italy. 

The admiral, the prior of Rome, the prior of Lombardy, the prior of Ve- 
nice, the prior of Pila, the prior of Barletta, the prior of Meffina, the prior of 
Capua*, the capitulary bailiffs of St. Euphemia, ana St. Stephens near Monopoli, 
of the holy Trinity of Venufia, and of St.John of Naples inftituted a little time 
ago. z Of 
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Of the language of Arr agon, Catalonia, arid Navarre. 

The great confervator, fo called from the time of brother John D’Omedcs, 
the caftellan of Empofta, the prior of Catalonia, the prior of Navarre : the ca- 
pitulary bailiffs of Majorca and Capfa, the firft inftituted in the time of br. An- 
thony Fluvian, the other in the time of br. Baptift Urfini. 

t 

Of the language of England. 

The turcopolier, the prior of England, the prior of Ireland, the capitulary 
bailiff of L’Aigle. 

Of the language of Germany. 

The great bailiff, the prior of Germany, the prior of Bohemia, the prior of 
Hungary, the prior of Denmark, the capitulary bailiff of Brandenburg. 

Of the language of Caftile, Leon, and Portugal. 

The great chancellor, the prior of Caftile and Leon, the prior of Portugal, 
the capitulary bailiff of Lora, ere&ed in the time of brother John de la Valettc, 
the bailiff of Lango or Leta, inftituted in the time of br. Peter de Monte, and 
annexed for ever to the priory of Portugal, the bailiff of las Nuevas Villas, 
ere&ed in the time of brother John l’Evefque de la Caffiere. 

The prior of the church of our order, and the commander of Cyprus, both 
of them capitulary bailiffs, are taken out of all the languages indifferently i the 
capitulary bailiff of Negrepont muft be chofe out of thofe of Arragon and Ca- 
ftile, according to the agreement made between them. 


Of the Priors. 

TITLE XI. 

f 

Of the priors lieutenants. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

I . MpHAT the affairs of our order may be managed with the greater care, the 
1 priors and caftellan of Empofta, whenever they go from home, ihall 
name a brother knight of the order, of the moft confiderable Handing of thofe 
of their priory, a man of merit, capacity, and experience in bufinefs, to be their 
lieutenant or vicar, to convene affemblies, and do juftice to all that apply for it. 
This lieutenant fhall aflift at the provincial chapters, and aft in every thing that 
relates to publick affairs, as the prior or caftellan of Empofta might themlelves. 
If the prior be not prefent, but hindered by fome lawful impediment, a bailiff, if 
. there be any, or the brother that is of the longeft Handing, fhall prefide in the 
chapter or aflcmbly. 

Of the manner of electing the priors lieutenant. 

Br. HUGH RE VEL. 

z. We ena£t, that if the priors or caftellan of Empofta chance to die beyond 
fea, the commander in whofe command ry they die, fhall get together twelve 
other commanders, if poffible, of the fame priory, and that lie neareft his com- 
mandry, who after mature deliberation, {hall pitch upon a brother of the priory, 
whom they think beft qualified for the poft, to fupply the prior's ftead, and he 
fhall be obeyed by all the brothers of the priory, till the mafter and council have 
advice of the death of the deceafed, and provide otherwifc in the cafe. 

If the prior or caftellan of Empofta dies out of the bounds of his priory, or 
in any other place whatever out of the convent, the perlon that he'left at his 
departure for his lieutenant or vicegerent, (hall convene twelve brothers toge- 
ther to make choice of another lieutenant. 

U Br. 
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Bn CLAUDE DE LA S E N G LE. 

3 . If a priot dies in one of his priorial chambers, the commander that is neareft • 
it» (hall convene in like manner twelve commanders to choofe a lieutenant : but 
if the prior deceafed, left no lieutenant at his fetting out from his priory, one 
of the mod antient knights (hall aflemble the reft, who {hall make choice of 
one in the aforefaid manner. 


No brother can be lieutenant of any priory but bis own. 

4 . *Tis ena&ed that no brother {hall be chofe lieutenant of any other priory, 
nor prefident of any priory, but that of which he is a member, and has a com- 
mandry within it, except in the languages of Provence and Italy, where the 
priories and commandries are enjoyed in common. 


Of the jurifdi&ion of the priors. 

y. The priors and caftellan of Empofta, in conjun&ion with the provincial 
copter or aflembly, have a jurifdi£fcion in civil and criminal cafes, and may cor- 
rect all the brothers of the order, of what quality focver they be, that live with- 
in the diftrift of their priory or caftellany, or chance to be there j ajurifdi&ion 
which they have exercifed, and may exercUe agreeable to the form prefcribed by 
our ftatutes, without intrenching on the jurifdi&ion of the commanders over 
the brother chaplains of obedience, and the fervants of office or ftage, who 
have their obedience or ftage within their cotnmartdries, nor on the jurifdi&ion 
and authority of the prior of the church of the convent, which is given him by 
our ftatutes over the brother chaplains. 


2bat the brother chaplains and clergy be fubjeSl to the prior of the church. 

Br. WILLIAM DE VlLLARET. 

6. The Prior of the church being the fuperior of the chaplains and clergy,' 
ought to have a jurifdi&ion over them. And therefore the brother chaplains 
and clergy of our order, that are in the convent, or {hall come thither from be- 
yond fea, {hall all be fubieft to him, except the mafter’s chaplains. .He may 
order them to fay divine fervice duly, to hear confeffions, to give the eucharift 
and other facramedts to the brothers and confraters, if the prior be taken up 
wkh other affairs, and cannot do that duty himfelf. 


That the priors within their priories , and the commanders within their commandries, 
have a jurifdibtion over the brother chaplains. 

Br. PHILIBERT DE NAILLAC. 

7. Impunity often caufes a great deal of mifchicf : fcveral give their inclina- 
tions a full fwing when no body takes care to correct them. As the prior of 
the church of tne convent, who has a jurifdiftion over all the chaplains, and 
power to punifh them for their faults, is always refident there, fb that he can- 
not punifh fuch offences as are committed out of it by the chaplains that live in 
the priories and commandries j we therefore to prevent tbcir remaining unpu- 
nifhed, and put a flop to the diforder, ena£t, that the priors and the caftellan 
of Empofta, within their priories, and the commanders within their comman- 
dries, fhall excrcife the fame jurifdi&ion and corre£lion over the brother chap- 
lains that live there, according to the nature of their faults, as the prior of the 
church enjoys within the convent. 

If the chaplains when admontfhed and reprimanded by the priors and com- 
manders their fuperiors, do ftill perfift in their irregularities, they may be chafti- 
fed and punifhed by the priors, all one as the brother knights and fervants of 
the order, according to the form of our ftatutes. 

If the prior of the church is at any time in the weft, he {hall exercife his 
jurifdidtion in the priories and commandries where he {hall be in perfon over the 
chaplains, and {hall correct them, vifit the churches, and make fuch alterations 
as he {hall fee fit : he fhall give orders for the regular performance of divine fer- 
vice, notwithftanding what has been enacted above in favour of the priors and 
commanders. 3 Br. 
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Br. CLAUDE PE LA SENGLE. 

8. No body has any jurifdi£tion over the brother chaplajps and fervants of 
arms admitted in the convent, but the prior and cartel lan of Empofta, in con- 
junction with the aflefnbly or provincial chapter, as has been curtomary with 
regard to the knights of our order. If any one prefumes to a 6t otherwife, he 
fhall be deemed guilty of difobedience. 

p. The prior of tne church may choofe, name and depute fome ecclefiaftical 
vifitors and vicars to exercife his foiritual and eccldiartical jurifdi£tion in the 
priories, caftellany of Empofta, bauliages, and commandries of the order over 
the chaplains and fecular clergy, and the laity that are vaflals and fubje&s to it 
in places where the priors, the caftellan of Empofta, the bailiffs and command- 
ers have no fpiritual jurifdi&ion $ for in places where they have fuch a jurifdic- 
tion, they can name their own vicars. 

That the priors have no authority to deprive any br others of the habit , of com- 
mandries , of members , or of their feniority’. 

10. We forbid the priors, caftellan of Empofta, and the provincial chapter, 
to give any fentence againft a brother of the order fubjeCt to their jurifdiaion, 
that imports a deprivation of the habit, or of his commander, of any member, 
portion or benefice, or other eftate, or of his right of feniority, or fhall con- 
demn him to perpetual imprifonment. If any perfon is guilty of any fault that 
deferve fuch a punifhment, the prior and provincial chapter or aflembly fhall 
bring him to a trial, and give an account of it to the mafter and council, who 
fhall do juftice in the cafe; Whatever is done contrary to this ftatute, fhall be 
null j and fuch as are guilty of breaking it fhall be deemed difobedient. 

Of the regifiers which the priors are obliged to keep. 

Br. ELION DE VILLENEUVE. 

1 1. The priors and caftellan of Empofta are obliged to keep two regifters, 
containing an account of all the commandries, homes, places, demefnes, pof- 
feflions and benefices depending on their priories, as well for the head as the 
members in particular} one of which fhall be fent to the mafter and convent} 
and the other fhall be kept by the prior, who fhall give every commander an ex-* 
trad out of it of what relates to his corumandry. 

Of the places for keeping records in, every priory. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

t z. We enjoin every prior, on pain of lofing a year’s revenue of his priory, 
which fhall be forfeited to the trcalury, to pitch upon a fafe place in the princi- 
pal and moft honourable houfe of his priory, and of the caftellany of Empofta, 
or in any other place, if it appears to them snore fecure and convenient, for a 
place of records, and fit it up at .their own and the commander’s expence, for 
that ufe. They fhall lodge in it all the privileges, writings, inftruments, and 
authentick records, as well of the priories and caftellany of Empofta, as of the 
commandries and benefices that lie within their diftrid } and the commanders of 
the faid commandries, who have any fuch writings in their hands, fhall be ob- 
liged to bring them to the laid place or archive} and this the priors and caftellan 
of Empofta fhall force them to do, by feizing their revenues, which fhall be paid 
into the treasury till they have obeyed. The commanders, however, may keep 
by them copies of thefe writings. 

Of the feals of the priors. 

Br. PHILIBERT DE NAILLAC. 

1 3. To provide againft frauds, we order the priors and caftellan of Empofta to 
fend the mafter and convent the -print of their feals in wax, put up carefully in a 
fealed box, fo that it be not fpoiled, to -be laid up and kept in the treafury of the 
convent, under the feals of the mafter and conventual bailiff's, to be made ufe of in 
cafe of need, for the confronting and difcovery of frauds, which are but too com- 
monly praftifed. Of 
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Of the keeping of the feals of the priories. 

Br. ANTHONY FLUV IAN. 

14. We order the feals of the priories to be kept carefully under the feals of 
the priors, the caflellan of Empofta, and the commanders of the provincial chap- 
ter or aflembly, or of the greateft part of them : fo that no letter may be fealed 
but in prefence of the prior and the commanders that fhall be prelent at the pro- 
vincial chapter, and four commanders at leaft mult fign it under the fold, other- 
wile it fhall be of no force. All bonds of the commanders and brothers fhall be 
figned in the fame manner, if they are not paid off before their death * fuch as 
figned with them, fhall be obliged to difeharge them j that fo no body may pre- 
fume to enter into foch obligations to the detriment of the common treafury. 

How many priors are obliged to rtfide in the convent. 

Br. PETER RAIMOND ZACOSTA. 

if. We enait, that according to ufual cuftom, three priors of the order, which 
the mailer fhall fummon, (hall be obliged to keep a residence in the convent of 
two years, reckoning from the day of their arrival. If any body declines doing 
fo, the revenues of the bell and nearell chamber of their priory fhall be confii- 
cated to the benefit of the treafury. 

That the priors and bailiffs fhall not enjoy their privileges , till they have made 
all the difpatch they could to take pojfefjion of them. 

Br. ANTHONY FLUVIAN. 

16. The priors, callellanof Empofta, and the bailiffs, fhall not enjoy the ho- 
nours and privileges of their dignities, till they have firft proved before the mailer 
and council, in an authentick manner, that they have loll no time, and done 
their utmoll to get into pofleffion of them : after which they fhall enjoy the 
prerogatives of them, if the mailer and council think fit. 


Of the duty of the Brothers. 

.TITLE XII. 

That the offices of the order be given to none but brothers. 

Br. PHILIBERT DE NAIL LA C. 

1. TX 7 E enait, that the offices of our order be given to fuch of our brothers 
V V as are qualified to difeharge them well} but if there be none fit to ex- 
ecute fuch offices in a particular juncture, the mailer and council may depute 
fecular perfons to execute them for a time. 

That the brother fervants be employed in the ufual offices. 

Br. JOHN DE LASTIC. 

z. We ordain, that the brothers, fervants of arms, be put into the offices 
which belong to them by antient cuftom, fuch as the magazine, the ftorehoufe, 
the little commandry, and other polls ufually given to their rank. If a brother 
knight takes it into his head to demand them, he Hull be deemed to reduce him- 
lelf to the condition of a ferving brother : and he may have the poll he defiresi 
conferred upon him, if the mailer and council think him fit for it. When thefe 
offices are filled, the comptrollers fhall be chofe by thofe who have the right of 
naming them, to overfee the conduit of fuch as are put into them } if any body 
is defective in his duty, he fhall be punifhed as his fault deferves. Thefe officers 
fhall be changed every two years. 
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Of guarding the fortifications . 

Br. PETER RAIMOND Z A C O S T A. 

5. Some brother knights and fervants of the order fhall be appointed for the 
guard of our cattles and fortifications : in defeat of fuch they may employ fecu- 
lar perfons that are qualified for it. 

Br. BAPTIST URSIN I. 

4. We order the commanders, when they provide for the guard of our cattles 
and fortifications in the Weftern parts, to prefer the brothers of the order, fo 
far as is confiftent with the interett of our common treafury. 

That the brothers ought to be decent in their drefs. 

Br. PETER RAIMOND ZACOSTA. 

f . It becomes a religious to be polite in body as well as mind, and therefore 
we enjoin our brothers to drefs themfelves decently and handibmely, as becomes 
true religious, forbidding them exprefly, for the future, to wear any drefs that 
is not fit for their condition, particularly fhort cloaths, unlefs they are on a jour- 
ney, on fhipboard, or put to mount the guard. They are obliged to wear their 
long habit when they are in the convent and in the cattle, or within a mile of 
them, unlefs they have a difpenfation from the matter or marfhal ; who are not 
to grant it but in cafes of neceffity, as for the excrcife of a publick office, or in 
cafe of a fiege, and fupplying a town which they are to defend with the necefi- 
fary ammunition and provifions, or when there are apprehenfions of a war. Such 
as fail of their duty in this point, fhall be punifhed with the feptaine, and their 
unftatutable garb be confifcated for the profit of the treafury. 

Br. PETER D’AUBUSSON- 

6 . Tis very fitting that fuch as are diftinguifhed by their dignity, fhould befo 
likewife by their drefs, fo as not to be taken forfeculars. We therefore, con- 
formable to the ftatutes of our predecefTors, forbid our brothers to wear, in the 
convent, when they are not at the exercife of arms, any fhort clokes, coats, 
robes, trowfes, jackets, ftriped and of different colours, as feculars do: but all 
their drefs fhall be of the fame colour, on pain of the feptaine, and their clothes 
being confifcated to the treafury. 

How the brothers ought to behave themfelves in the inns. 

Br. CLAUDE D E LA SENGLE. 

7. We order our brothers to fhew refpe& to the bailiffs or heads of the inns, 
and to be modett and temperate at their meals, without making any difturbanqe 
or noife ; not to rife from table till the chaplain has returned thanks, (at which 
they fhall ttand up bare-headed,) and they have the prior’s leave to go j on pain 
of the feptaine for the firft time, of the quarantaine for the fecond, and for the 
third time of being put in the tower as long as the matter and council (hall pleafe. 

That the brothers exercife themfelves in arms. 

Br. JOHN L’EVESQUE DE LA CASSIERE. 

8 . That our brothers may apply themfelves with greater alacrity to the ex- 
ercife of arms, we order two prizes to be propofed every two months, one for 
the croft" bow, and the other for the arquebuft, which fhall be given by turns 
every month to fuch as fhall drftinguifh themfelves moft in thefe cxercifes. 

That the brothers make their dif appropriation every year. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

9 We order the priors, bailiffs, commanders and brothers, to make their dis- 
appropriation every year, comprehending therein all their efle&s, and debts, whe- 
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ther owing to themfelves, or due to others, and an exa£t detail of their circum- 
ilan ces. Such as are out of the convent, (hall carry their difappropriation to the 
provincial chapter, where it {hall be put in a coffer fet apart for this purpofe, 
well {hut and {haled j thofe that are in the convent, {hall put it into the hands 
hither of the mailer, or of one of the procurators of the common treafury, but 
it Ihall not be opened till after their death. 


Of Elections. 

TITLE XIII. 

The manna of tiering the mafia of the bofpital of Jaufalem. 

I. /\UR anceilors had great reafon to proceed with great prudence and pre- 

\^fi caution in the ele&ion of the matter, for *tis the head and fuperior that 
makes the ftrength of the order, and ’tis of the greateft confequence to choofe 
a proper prefident to govern fuch a noble fociety : fo that not to be deceived in 
our choice, the following rules are to be obferved. 

- As (bon as the mailer is taken ill, he ought to take care of the ileel and {liver 
teals* and the privy iignet he generally makes ufe of, and either confide them to 
a difcreet and honeil religious, or lock xhem up in a iafe place, that no body 
may put them to any falfe deed. If the feverity of his ficknefs, or any other im- 
pediment prevents his thinking of it, the fendchal is obliged to take care of it. 
if the mailer happens to die, he that is entruiled with them {hall deliver them 
up immediately to the ordinary council, who ihall order them to be broke, for 
fear of their being employed by fome body or other to an ill ufe. 

Then orders ihall be given for every thing relating to the ceremony of the fu- 
neral, which ihall be made with great decorum and devotion, as ufual ; after 
which the compleat council ihall meet to choofe a lieutenant of the mailcrihip, 
whofe office ihall laft till they have chofe a commander of the ele&ion. They 
ihall debate in the compleat council, and regulate all affairs relating to the maf- 
terfhip, and their reToitrtions ihall have the feme force as thofe of a chapter general. 

They ihall lay up the fpoils of the mailer deceafed in a fafe place, but Ihall 
tout otf the dividing of them to another time. The council ihall be fummoned 
by a bdl to meet again the neat day at day- break. The lieutenant of the maftei - 
ihip, and the brothers that are in the convent ihall repair to the church, where, 
after rnais, the lieutenant ihall take the place where he is ufed to fit in the pub- 
lick aflemblies. The bailiffs, prion and feniors being fcated, the lieutenant ihall 
acquaint them with the occafion of the aflembly, and order all the brothers of 
the eight languages to aflemble apart j every language according to its rank, cx- 
xept that which Wie liaateOarit is of, which is always to march fell, ihall come, 
und'Cvery man {hall take an oath tipon the crofs of the order, before the lieute- 
diant or vicegerent and the whole aflembly, that he will give his vote to fome 
(brother pf his language that is there prefent, a man of probity, and qualified 
"A* the trail to be 'one of the ekfkors of the commander of the ele£tion j and to 
thrde others, a iknij^br, a chaplain, and a fervant of arms, to be electors of the 
mailer, for which purpofe he ihall make ufe of fecret ballots. 

As foon as the eight ele&ors of the commander or preiident of the election 
are named, they ihall prefent themfelves with refpe£fc before the lieutenant, ihall 
kneel down in prefence of tht whole aflembly, lay their hands upon the gofpel, 
-and fwear that they wiU rightly ahd truly make choice of a brother knight, a 
[good and difcreet man, either from among themfelves or the aflembly, to be com- 
mander of the ele&ion. They ihall next go into the conclave, where they ihall 
proceed to the choice by way of balloting, and when it is made, they ihall come 
and notify it to the lieutenant and the aflembly. The perfon eledled ihall kneel 
down before the vicegerent, and take an oath that he will well and truly difeharge 
the duty of the office of commander of the ele£tion : this being done, the vice- 
gerent of the mailerihip’s office is fuperfeded, and the commander takes his place. 

■ Tarim the-etaht eketors prefent themfelves again before him, and take a new 
-«ath to 'ele& a knight, a chaplain* and a fervant of arms, good and fit men to 
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to be electors of the collegues that are to join with them in choofing the ma- 
tter. The commander of the election {hall take the like oaph before thp vice- 
gerent, if he be one of thp electors, if Dot, he {hall ttay in the aflembly to pre- 
lide there. 

The eight ele&ors, after this, {hall go into the conclave, where they {hall 
choofe by way of ballot a knight, a chaplain, and a fervant of arms, to be elec- 
tors with them, and name them to the commander and the aflembly. Their ok 
ficc {hail ceafe from this moment, and then the knight, the chaplain, and the 
lervant ele&ed {hall appear before the commander and the aflembly, and take an 
oath as before j that they will well and duly choofe a fourth perfon to be an elector 
of the mafter, out of a different language from their own. This fourth is to take 
the fame oath, and then join himfelf to the three that ele&ed him : thefe four 
{hall next name a fifth, the five a fixth, and fo on, till they make up fixteen, 
but fo that there be always two of each language, and none of them a bailiff or 
great croft. As foon as they have chofe the eight, they {hall take the reft out of 
the eight languages, every one in his order ; and if there is a want of brothers 
in any language, they {hall take them out of another. 

Among thefe ele&ors there miift always be one chaplain and fervant of arms at 
leaft} there may be two chaplains and three fervants of arms, but not more: all 
the reft mull be knights born in lawful wedlock. The knight that was chofe at 
firft with the chaplain and fervant of arms, is called the knight of the qfe&ion, 
and prefides in it. ’Tis he too that declares the election to luch as are there} he 
has two votes to prevent an equality of voices, whereas the reft have each of them 
but a finglc one. He that has moft votes is mafter, and acknowledged as fuch. 

As foon as the fixteen are chofe, the commander of the e}e&ion admonilhes 
them to go to confeflion, to hear mafs, and receive the communion, that the 
Lord may vouch fafe to cleanfe them from their fins, and enlighten their minds 
to choofe a good, virtuous and worthy mafter. They go afterwards and prefenjt 
themfelvcs before the commander of the ele&ion, and all the religious } and 
then bare-headed, and upon their knees, they lay their hands on the wood of the 
true crofs, the gofpel and the preface of the mafs, and take one after another an 
oath with an audible voice in thefe words. 

“ I N. promife and fwear by this piece of tfie holy crofs, by the gofpel, and 
“ by the holy words of the preface, that laying afide all hatred, fear, friendfliip, 
“ hopes of recompence, or any other ill affection, and haying nothing before 
<c my eyes, or in my thoughts, but God and our Lord Jelus Chrift, the glory 
w and praife of his holy name, the honour and advantage of our order, 1 will 
“ name and ele& duly and canonically, according to the di&ates of my cor.fci- 
“ ence, and the beft of my judgment, out of all the brother knights of our order 
“ cither prefent or dbfent, a brother knight horn in lawful marriage, good, 
“ virtuous, qualified and capable qf filling the poft, to be mafter of the hofpital 
M of St. John of Jerufolem, and head of our order. So help me Qod, the woqd 
“ of the true crofs, and the holy feriptures, which I Jay my hand upon} and if I 
“ a& otherwifc, jet it be to the peril and damp?tion Qf myfpul. Heis afterwards 
w to kifs the crofs. and the holy {criptures. 

Aeter all the electors have taken their oaths, the commander of the ele&ion, 
and all the brothers of the ^flembly fwear and vow upon the crofs of the order, 

. to receive him for their fuperior and mafter, that {hall be chofe by plurality of 
voices, and to ratify the ele&ion that {hall be made. Thefe fixteep electors re- 
tire immediately, without fpeaking a word to any body on any pretence what- 
ever, and without giving any, even the leaft fign, into the conclave.} and then 
the doors being {hue, fo that no body can come ip, they treat between them- 
felves of the matter’s ele&ion. Every one of them is free to fpeak his fentiments, 
to make what propofol he pleafes, and give an advantageous or difodvantageous 
account of the qualities and conduct of the perfon propofed. After a full a °d 
ferious examination, they proceed tp the ele&ion of thc.ipafterj by putting as 
many ballots, as there have been candidates propofed, into covered boxes, juft 
as is pra&ifed at the council, he that has a majority qf votes carries it, and ,is 
declared duly e’le&cd by the knight of the ele&ion. 

Immediately after this, the ele&ors go out of the conclave and go into the 
hall, where the commander pf the ele&ion, ; apd all the brothers Me aflembled } 
z apd 
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and after demanding of them three times, whether they will ratify the ele&ion 
that they have juft made, and being anfwered as often in the affirmative, the 
knight of the ele&ion, with an audible voice, names the perfon chofen, in pre- 
fence of all the elc&ors. If he be prefent, they lead him with ceremony up to the 
high altar, and the book of ftatutes being there laid, he makes oath upon it to 
obferve the rule, the conftitutions and laudable cuftoms of the order, to regulate, 
direft, and manage all affairs with the advice of the chief of the order. If he 
be abfent, he fhall take the fame oath upon his return, before he enters upon the 
office of the mafterfhip * and they choofc a vicegerent to exercife the authority 
of it in the mean time. If he is prefent, he is obliged to name a lieutenant. 

Br. NICHOLAS DE L’ORGUE. 

i. We forbid our brothers to wear arms in the place where the matter's ele&i- 
on is made, fuch as do fo, fhall lofc their right of voting j and if any quarrel en- 
fues, they fhall be expelled the order. 

That the election of the bailiffs and priors fhall be made by the majler and the 

ordinary council. 

Br. PETER D’AUBUSSON. 

3. The ele&ion of the priors, caftellan of Empofta, and bailiffs, is made by 
the matter and ordinary council according to antient cuftom. We therefore for- 
bid all our brothers, of what quality foever, to proceed to the ele&ion of any 
body to thofe dignities, and be prefent or vote at any aflemblies that fhall be 
called for that purpofe. Such as are guilty of doing fo, fhall be deemed ipfo 
fa&o deprived of the habit, and made incapable of being ever re-admitted : the 
ele&ion fhall be null, and the pretended elc& expelled the order, according 
to cuftom, if it appear that he either dire&ly or indire&ly made intereft to be 
chofej we except however fuch as fhall be named by the languages. 

Br. JOHN L’EVESQJJE DE LA CASSIERE. 

4. We forbid all fuch as have been admitted of grace, or are not of noble and 
legitimate birth, to afpire to any dignity, or make any oppofition to the graces 
or faculties that they are minded to grant in the languages : they ought to be 
content with their cheviflement and amelioriflement: they can never be any of 
the fixteen ele&ors of the matter, nor have their ballots, or give their votes in 
the ele&ion. 

Of the manner of choojing the priors and bailiffs. 

Br. BAPTIST URSINI. 

y. When the matter and ordinary council proceed to the choice of a conven- 
tual bailiff, as foon as they have heard the perfons that are candidates for it, as 
ufual, and have examined their merit and condu&, we order the matter, before 
they go to ballotting, to make the priors and bailiffs take an oath in their order, 
to choofe a fit, ferviceablc, and dderving perfon, without any regard to rank, 
and with a greater deference to merit than feniority. After which they fhall put 
in their ballots, the number of which determines the ele&ion. The prior of 
the church, the other priors and capitulary bailiffs, fhall be chofe in the fame 
manner. They fhall however always pay a regard to the mutition of the lan- 
guages, according to antient cuftom. 

Of the choice of the prior of the church. 

Br. JAMES DE MILLY. 

6. The nearer relation any dignity has to fpiritual things, the greater care 
fhould be ufed to fill it well. We therefore ordain, that when the priory of 
our church is vacant, the matter and ordinary council fhall meet and proceed with 
great deliberation to the choice of a prior. They fhall ferioufly examine into the 
life and converfation, the learning and capacity of our chaplains of all the lan- 
guages : they fhall make choice of a pcrlon of regular life, learned and well verfed 
in whatever relates to divine fervice After his ele&ion he fhall refide continually 
Z in 
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in the convent } and if any urgent affairs require him to ftir from it, the mailer 
and ordinary council fhall fix him a time by which he fhall be obliged to return. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

7. We add, that no body fhall be capable of being chofe prior of our church, 
unlefs he be born in lawful wedlock. 

<ft a t the brothers who are abfent from the convent , fhall not be elefted great croffes. 

Br. P E T E R DU MONT. 

8. As it is very rieceflary for the antient brothers to refide in the convent, in 
order to be ferviceable to the publick,. we forbid any brother to be raifed from 
the little to the dignity of great crofs, that fhall be abfent from the convent 
without any office or employment from the order, unlefs he be detained by fome 
known and lawful impediment, which mufl be fignified to the mailer and coun- 
cil under a publick and authentick certificate of the provincial chapter, or of 
the prior and the aflembly. From this regulation however we except the bro- 
thers of the venerable languages of England and Germany. 

Of the ftanding required\in fuch as are made priors or bailiffs. 

Br. JOHN DE LASTIC. 

p. ’Tis highly fitting that fuch as are chofe to govern the order, fhould have 
a proper knowledge and experience in our affairs, which is not to be acquired 
but by a length of time. W e therefore forbid any brother to be eleCtcd either 
a prior or bailiff, but who is at leaflr fifteen years ftanding in the order, reckon- 
ing from the day that he came into the convent, and has lived all the time in 
true obedience to the order without reproach. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

10. And of thefe fifteen years, the candidate muft have patted ten entire ones 
in the convent, either together or at different times. 

That the brothers, when they Jland for dignities , do not make life of reproachful 

language. 

11. We forbid our brothers, when they Hand for dignities, to publifh the 
vices, faults, and irregularities of their competitors, to throw reflections and re- 
proaches, or advance any thing to hurt one another’s reputation : they may 
however objeCt any unftatutable defeCts that incapacitate their rival from being 
chofe, as the being indebted to the common treafury ; the not having kept the re- 
fidence required by the llatutes, the letting of the commandries fall to ruin, the 
not having made their amelioriflemens, and the like matters. Such as ad other- 
wife fhall be put by ; and if any body that is not a candidate takes a liberty to 
life fuch reproaches, he fhall lofe two years of his ftanding, and fhall be declared 
put back for fuch a term, before they go on with the election. 

Of the election of the procurator-general at the court of Rome. 

Br. JAMES DE M I L L Y. 

1 2. The procurator of the order at the court of Rome is deemed of courfe 
to be recalled at every general chapter, which is obliged to put another in his 
Head. The matter and council however may recall him without waiting for the 
chapter. They ought to be careful about the choice of a proper perfon for that 
employment : they ought to look out a religious of great wifdom, prudence, and 
merit, who fhall refide at Rome in an honourable manner, and with a fuitable 
equipage. He fhall defend the privileges, graces, and liberties of the order, the 
concemons, grants, and provifions of the mafter and council. . He fhall oppofc 
rcfraCtory and difobedient brothers, and profecute them feverely : he fhall aflift 
and fupport fuch as continue obedient, without any view of intereft to himfelf * 
he fhall give the mafter and convent advice of every thing that pafles •, he fhall 
be contented with the falary allowed him by the treafury, and neither demand nor 
receive any thing from the brothers that employ him on their private affairs. 

Y Of 
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Of the election of the treafurer-general. 

Br. PETER D’AUBUSSON. 

1 3. We ordain, that the treafurcr-general, a capitulary bailiff of the venerable 
language of France, fhall be chofe by the mailer and council in the fame manner 
as the other capitulary bailiffs are among the brothers of that language * in which 
the greateft regard is to be paid to perfonal merit, without violating however 
the mutition of the language} and that this trealiirer bailiff may, without lofing 
his title, be abfent from the convent with the leave of the mailer and compleat 
council, as is ufually granted to the other capitulary bailiffs * and whether he be 
prefent or ablent, he lhall enjoy the ordinary privileges of the bailiffs, and have 
the cullody of the Heel bull or feal, which is kept under the ufual feals : when he 
leaves the convent, the mailer and council fhall appoint him a lieutenant to take 
care of the bull, the fafe keeping of which is of great importance to the order. 

Of the election of the cajiellan. 

Br. PETER RAIMOND ZACOSTA. 

14. We ordain, that the office of callellan lhall be difpofed of by the mailer 
and compleat council, who lhall choofe a religious of at leaft eight years Hand- 
ing that is fit for it, out of the language whole turn it is. The mailer, by the 
prerogative of his dignity, has the foie right of naming him a lieutenant. 

‘the manner of eleRing the cajiellan. 

Br. F'ABRICIO DEL CARETTO. 

if. The eledlion of the callellan lhall be made in the following manner. The 
pilier of the language, whofe turn it is to have the poll, lhall deliver the mailer 
and compleat council, a lift in writing of the names of all the brothers of his 
language of eight years Handing, that are in the convent : they lhall be read over 
in council, where they lhall examine their qualifications, and then proceed to 
ballotting for the choice of the perlbn they think bell qualified for the duty of 
the poll: the language is forbid to make any mutition, as the brothers are to 
petition the council for it. The perfon ele&ed lhall come afterwards before the 
mailer and council to take the oath for the due difcharge of his trull, without 
affording reafon for any complaint. 

Of the election of the general of the land forces and the navy. 

Br. PETER RAIMOND ZACOSTA. 

1 6. The general of the forces ought to be diftinguilhed by his fidelity and ex- 
perience in a£lion, and whatever is Terviceable for the defence of our illand ; we 
therefore ordain, that the mailer and council who have the right of nomination, 
but fo that three parts in four of the votes agree in one perlon, lhall, in their 
difpofing of thefe polls, have more regard to merit and capacity, than to Hand- 
ing, but without doing any injuftice to the feniors. So that if the language of 
Auvergne affords any perfon fit to be general of the land forces, he lhall be pre- 
ferred before any body elfe ; if there be none in it fit for the command, they 
lhall leek elfewhere for this time, without hurting the rights of the language and 
of feniority. The fame privilege belongs to the language of Italy, with regard 
to the election of a general of tne fleet, in cafe it affords any body fit for it, in 
defeat whereof, one may be taken out of another language for this time, faving 
Hill the rights of that language and of feniority. 

‘ Of the elettion of the judges of the cafiellany. 

Br. JOHN DE LAS TIC. 

17. The mailer and ordinary council lhall choofe men of probity, integrity, 
and learning, for the poll of ordinary judge, and to be judges of appeals, who 

z lhall 
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fhall be changed every two years, for fear a continuance in their employs fhould 
tempt them to be guilty of ill practices. 

Of the election of the procurators of the poor. 

Br. BAPTI8T URSINI. 

18. The mailer and compleat council fhall depute two difereet and under- 
Handing religious to take care of the prifoners, the poor, the lick, widows and 
orphans, to aflert their interefts, fo that no trick, nor violence, nor injufiice be 
done them in their affairs and fhall on their behalf have audience of the mailer 
and council in all places whatever, that the afflicted be not opprefled by calumny 
and injullice. 

Br. C LA U D E D E LA S E N G LE. 
ip. One of thele procurators fhall be a man of learning, and have a (alary. 

Of the guard that four brothers are to mount at the tower of the cafllt 

of Rhodes. 

Br. AIMERY D’AMBOISE. 
zo. The town of Rhodes being fituated upon the frontiers of the infidels* 
great care Ihould be taken to guard it ; we therefore ordain, that the venerable 
marlhal, or his lieutenant, fhall choofe from time to time, when they think pro- 
per, four brothers of different languages, to mount the guard every night in the 
tower of the callle of Rhodes, for a whole year together, one of which fhall be 
named for the captain of it : they fhall vifit them frequently, fhall correct them 
if they do amifs, turn out fuch as are unferviceable, and put others in their Head ) 
fuch as have negle&ed their duty above thrice, fhall not be kept in any longer. 

These four brothers fhall have a falary of ninety fix florins a year, twenty^ 
four a piece, to be paid out of the common treafury, but at the expence of the - 
venerable, conventual, and capitulary bailiffs and their lieutenants, when thef 
keep their refidence at Rhodes, (except the prior of the church,) fo that the 
fccretary of the treafury, when he gives in the accompts of their table every 
three months, fhall make a proportionable difeompt to every one of the falary 
of thefe four knights for the quarter that he has paid them. This regulation 
fhall take place on the firft of March next, and fhall continue to be put in exe- 
cution for the future. We abolifh the pra&ice of making cohesions among the 
bailiffs and their lieutenants^ no body fhall be obliged to contribute any thing, 
nor other brothers be put upon mounting the guard, as has been hitherto 
pra&ifed. 


Of the commandries and adminiftrations. 

x >-— TITLE XIV. 

Br. RAIMOND BERENGER. 

i. We ena&, that the commandries and e dates of the order be adminiftred 
by brothers of confiderable Handing, and of known probity and merit. 

z. We incapacitate all brothers to enjoy two bailhages or priories at the fame 
time : they ought to be fatisfied with one, and take care of the management 
of it. 

Br. DIEU-DONNE DE G O Z O N. 

3. The priors and caffellan ofEmpoffa may not enjoy any commandiy houfe, 
or member of a different priory, without the confent of the mafler and convent, 
it being very fit that every body fhould Hick to his own diltrkit, and not hinder 
others from advancing themfclves. 
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What commandries may be retained by fuch as are made priors . 

Br. JAMES DE MIL L Y. 

4. The bailiffs and commanders that are regularly and canonically chofe pri- 
ors, arc obliged to quit all the commandries that they held before. They may 
however keep the magiftral chambers that were granted to them, with fuch as 
they have retrieved out of the hands of ieculars, or got by the deprivation of 
any body. 

Br.CLAUDE DE LA'SENGLE. 

f . The priors are forbid to make any fort of exchange whatever of their pri- 
orial chambers : they ought to keep fuch as are annexed to their priory. 

Such as have children Jhall not obtain any efiate of the order . 

Br. PETER DE CORNILLAN. 

6. ’Tis refolved, that no brother who was married before he entered into the 
order, and has children living at the time of his profeflion, or when a promotion 
is to be made, {hall be preferred to the adminiftration of any priory, the caftel- 
lany of Empofta, or any bailliage or commandry. 

jft -what time the brothers may get commandries . 

Br.CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

7. It has been ena£ted, that no brother, of what quality foever, {hall have 
any commandry of grace or cheviffement , if after taking the habit, and making 
his profellion, he has not redded five years, either together or at different times, 
in the convent; nor can he have either a penfion or a member, till after he has 
refided three years, and paid his paflage fees. We add further, that no brother 
{hall have any commandry of cheviflement, of grace, or amelioriflement con- 
ferred upon him, unlefs he is aftually in the convent, or has an expe&ative or 
faculty for his Handing. 

Of the fea-fervice , or caravans neceffary for getting commandries . 

Br. JOHN DE LA VALET TE. 

8. Whereas it highly concerns the order to grant no recom pences but to 
fuch as have deferved them by their fervices, we cna£t, that no brother knight 
or fervant of arms {hall be preferred to any commandry of grace or chevifle- 
ment, till he has ferved and made three com pleat caravans, either in perfon, or 
by fome body elfe, on board the galleys of the order j excepting always the bro- 
thers of the venerable languages of England and Germany, and fuch as are em- 
ployed in the order's or the mafter’s fervice. 

Br. PETER DU MONT. 

p. A whole year of fuch fervice is reckoned for a caravan, except with regard 
to the mafter’s pages, who are obliged to make all the three at the time fet them. 
No body {hall be allowed to make them till he is full feventeen years old. 

That the receivers in the priories fbdll enjoy their feniority. 

Br. BAPTIST U R S I N I. 

10. The receivers of our treafury, that are in the priories and caftellany of 
Empofta, out of the convent, {hall be deemed to enjoy their feniority, and may 
have commandries of cheviffement, amelioriflement and grace, from the grand 
mafter, or from others, but {hall be utterly incapable of oeing promoted to any 
that have been taken away from others for want of paying the dues of the com- 
mon treafury, to prevent all manner of trick and fraud. 

■ Br.CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

1 1. Such as are abfent, and have been fent abroad for the affairs of the order, 
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ihall keep their {landing whilft their embafly or commiifion lails, as much as if 
they had refided in the convent. 

That a brother takenby the infidels Jball , upon bis return to the convent , enjoy 
bis feniority for all tbe time of bis captivity. 

12. We ordain, that if any brother be taken by the infidels in his way from 
the Weft to the convent, he (hall be deemed refident during all the time bf his 
imprifonment. A commander too, that ihall fet out with the mailer’s leave, in 
order to go to his commandry and refide there, {hall, if he be taken by the in- 
fidels, be deemed to have reuded all the time he is detained in their hands. 

Of tbe obtaining of bulls of confirmation for a commandry got by right of feniority. 

Br. P E T E R D’A UB U S S O N. 

i j. We ordain, that all brothers that get priories, the caftellany of Empofta, 
bailliages or commandries, by any title of feniority whatever, ihall get bulls of 
confirmation from the mailer ana council, within a year afterwards, reckoning 
from the day of their being ptefented to them. 

In what time tbe brothers may ameliorate their commandries. 

14. The brothers that have been prefented to a commandry, Ihall not be al- 
lowed to ameliorate themfelves withanother till they have made a five years re- 
fidence upon it, and have paid the mortuary, and the annate or vacancy. 

Br. JOHN L’EVESQUE DE LA CASSIERE. 

if. The priors, bailiffs and commanders, whilft they actually refide in the 
convent, or whilft they are on the road from thence to their priories, bailliages, 
or commandries, and when they ihall fet out from thence, till their arrival in 
the convent, Ihall be deemed all the time to refide. 

Vtbat tbe brothers are obliged to ameliorate their commandries. 

Br. PETER D’AUBUSSON. 

1 6 . None of our brothers preferred to any commandry of grace or cheviile- 
ment, can ameliorate himfclf with a better, or get a priory or bailliage, till he 
has brought good proofs that he has ameliorated the commandry he enjoys, by 
what title foever he poffeffes it. 

Br. C LA U D E D E LA SENGLE. 

17. The fame rule ihall be obferved with regard to fuch as have members of 
Commandries, to engage them likewife to ameliorate and improve them. 

Of tbe amelioration which tbe capitulary bailiffs are to make. 

Br. PETER D’AUBUSSON. 

18. The capitulary bailiffs that are in quiet pofleflion of their bailliages, are 
bound to ameliorate them} we therefore ena&, that none of them ihall ever 
be collated to a priory or conventual bailliage, till they have firil clearly proved 
that they have ameliorated the capitulary bailliage they enjoy. 

Of the amelioration of tbe magiftral or priorial chambers. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

ip. Our brothers that enjoy any magiftral chambers, either by leafe or grant 
from the mailer, ihall not be preferred to any commandry of cheviflement or 
amelioriilement, or dignity, till they have ameliorated thoie magiftral chambers) 
nor ihall the priors be capable of any commandry that belongs to their prero- 
gative, except the fifth chamber, till they have made the neceffiuy ameliorations 
on their four priorial chambers. But this obie&ion, of not having made their 
ameliorations, ihall be made to no body till after they have enjoyed the revenues 
of their bailliages, commandries and members, for five whole years, except it be 
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with regard to the magiftral chambers, the two firft years bring there deduced, 
during which the revenue belonged to the matter. 

Of the amelioration that the brother chaplains and Servants of arms ought to 

Br. JOHN L’E V E S Q_U E DE LA CAS SI ERE. 

2,0. Whereas fome brother chaplains and fervants of arms, after getting 
commandries of cheviflemcnt, take little care to make ameliorations on them } 
we ordain them, within two years, after the five, reckoning from the day that 
they took pofleffion of them, to make the ameliorations prefcribed by our fta- 
tutes, upon their commandries, and lend an exstt and authcntick account there- 
of to the convent ; and in failure they fhall lofe a year’s revenue, which (hall 
be confifcated to the treafury. 

To what brothers the priors ought to grant commandries. 

Br.JOHN DE LASTIC. 

21. We forbid the priors and caftellan of Empofta to difpofe of the com- 
mandries, which by our ftatutes are in their gift, to any body but to brothers 
that have been admitted in the convent, and paid their paffage.fees : otherWifc 
their collation fhall be null, and fhall fall to the matter and convent, who fhall 
difpofe thereof, according to the cuftoms of the order. 

Of the manner how the priors confer commandries.' 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA S ENGLE. 

29. Whenever the priors and caftellan of Empofta collaite to Commandries 
that depend on them, they fhall do it m the following method : every five years, 
if from one feaft of St. Philip and St James to another next following, fevcral 
commandries fell vacant out of the convent, by the death of two or more 
commanders, the matter, if the collation of them belong to him, fhall make ufe of 
his prerogative j then the convent, and afterwards the priors and caftellan of 
Empofta fhall make ufe of theirs : or, to explain the matter in a clearer manner, 
if there be one coramandry vacant, it fhall be in the matter’s difpofal; if there 
be two, the matter fhall difpofe of one, and the convent of the other; if there 
be more, and feveral commanders be dead out of the convent, within the lan- 
guage that the priory is of, after the matter and convent have had their turns, 
the prior, as well aj the caftellan of Empofta, fhall have one to difoofe of, in 
virtue of their prerogative, provided the priory and caftellany of Empofta be 
not attually under the mortuary and vacancy. In cafe any other difpofition be 
made of it, it fhall be null, and thofe that offered to difpofe thereof, fhall be 
deprived of their privilege and power of difpofal for a year. 

Br. JOHN DE LA VALETTE. 

50. We declare, that the bounds of the priories of the kingdom of France 
take in the whole kingdom, as fer as the commandries that depend on them ex- 
tend: thofe of the priories of Spain, take in all the kingdoms of Spain: thofe 
of the priories of Italy, all the provinces of that country, and Sicily: thofe of 
Germany, all High and Low Germany : thofe of England, the kingdoms of 
England, Scotland and Ireland. The commanders that die at fea, and out of 
the bounds of their priories, fhall be deemed to die in the convent. 

That the priors , when they collate to commandries , may not detain or receive 
any thing whatever for tbemfelves, 

Br. ANTHONY FLUVIAN. 

31. We forbid the prion, and caftellan of Empofta, when they collate to 
commandries, in virtue of their prerogative, to detain any member or houfe be- 
longing to it, or to receive any prefent of arty kind whatfoever. Such as fhall 
break this ftatute, fhall be deprived of the priorial privileges for a year, the dif- 
pofition 
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ipofition they have Wade lhall be null, and the commandry that they collated to 
lhall devolveto the mailer and convent. 

That the priors may change the commandry they have to difpofe of for another. 

Br. JAMES DE MILLY. 

52. We allow the priors and caftellan of Empofta to confer the commandry 
which belongs to them by the ftatutes, upon a commander that enjoys another 
of lefs revenue, which he lhall refign into the hands of the prior, to enjoy that 
which lhall be granted to him finder the fame title as the firftj and the prior 
may confer that whidh has been fo refigned into his hands, upon any body that 
he pleafes, who 'lhall hold it as in vertue of the prior’s prerogative, without in* 
trenching on the rights of the common treafury. 

Of the fifth chamber , which the priors may retain. 

Br. RAIMOND BERENGER. 

33. We allow the priors and caftellan of Empofta, befides the fourpriorial 
Chambers, to accept in lieu of the fifth, and retain one of the commandrics 
that fell to their difpofel, in order to provide the better for fupporting their dig- 
nity. 

Of the commandrics that have a jurifdittion in criminal matters. 

34. W e refer it to the prudence and diferetion of the mafter, bailiffs, and mem- 
bers of the ordinary council, to confer commandries that have a jurisdiction in 
criminal matters annexed to them, upon our brother chaplains, in hopes that 
when fuch cafes happen, they will judge of them according to their confeience, 
and with regard to the quality of the perfons, and nature of the feft. 

Br. PHILIP DE VILLIERS DE LISLE-AD A hi 

3f. The commanders that enjoy commandries of chevifleirient, may retain 
them in confideration of their ameliorations, provided it be fully proved that 
they have ameliorated them. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

3 6. After having accepted them for their amelioration, and made other im- 
provements upon them, they may if they pleafe, after the expiration of five 
years, accept another, for their fecond amelioration. 

Of refignations. - 

Br. JAMES DE MILLY. 

37. We forbid the brothers of the order to refign any commandries of che- 
viffement, grace, amelioration, or of any other kind whatfoever, to any perfon 
but into the hands of the mafter and convent, on pain of the refignation’s be- 
ing deemed null. 


Of the penalties incurred by fuch as refign. 

Br. PETER D’AUBUS SON. 

38. Besides the nullity of the refignation, thofe that make it fhall be like- 
wife deprived Of the commandries, members, and other eftates of the order that 
they enjoy, which lhall, without any other notice or citation, be in thedifpofal 
of the maftbr and council as foon as fuch refignation is duly proved, tho’ it be 
null in it felf. 

Of the condition in which the commandries are to be left. 

Pr. ANTHONY FLUVIAN. 

3P. We ordain that when the commanders fhall pafs from one. commandry 
to another in virtue of their amelioration, they fhall leave that which they go 
from in the feme condition in which they found it. Such as aft otherwife, and 
l do 
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do not reftore what they have taken away within a year, they {hall be deprived 
of the commandries they have got, and be difabled from having any other for 
five years. 

Of the exchange of commandries and members. 

40. We forbid the priors and caftellan of Empofta to receive the exchanges 
of commandries and members within their priories, from any brother or com- 
mander whatfoever. If any brothers be diipofed to make fuch exchanges, the 
prior {hall give notice of it to the matter ana council, and fend them the terms 
of the exchange, with an account of the age of the brothers that arc for making 
it, and the value and nature of the commandries, that they may be duly ap- 
prized of the reafons of the exchange j and after it has been examined in the lan- 
guage that the brothers who make it are of, if the language confents to it, the 
matter and convent may confirm it, and the prior may order it to be executed. 
The priors, caftellan of Empofta, and other fuperiors that do not obferve this 
method, {hall be deprived for one year of the revenue of their priorial chambers, 
and commandries, which {hall go to the treafury, and every thing done contra- 
ry to the prefent ftatute {hall be null. 

If the commanders or brothers think to make exchanges of their comman- 
dries or houfes in a different manner, and attempt to get potteffion of them be- 
fore the matter, the convent and the language have confirmed them, they {hall 
be ipfo faQo deprived of the commandries and houfes fo exchanged, which {hall 
devolve to the matter and convent, to be difpofed of by them to fuch brothers 
as are of {landing fufficient, and appear to deferve them : the pretended ex- 
changers {hall be difabled to have any others till five years afterwards. 

Of the uniting of members to the commandries. 

41. We authorize the priors and caftellan of Empofta to unite, annex, and 
incorporate together two commandries of a finall revenue, with the advice and 
confent of the provincial chapter, and not otherwife, provided that fuch unions 
bfc of no prejudice to the common treafury. 

And whereas there are fcveral members fo remote from the commandiy that 
they depend on, that the commander cannot take care of the management of 
them, we allow the priors and caftellan of Empofta to unite thefe fcattered and 
diftant members to other commandries that lie nearer them, with the confent of 
the provincial chapter } provided however that the commandries to which they 
{hall be annexed, pay a greater rent to the treafury, in proportion to the aug- 
mentation made to them, and thofe from which they arc difmembred, be eafed 
in the fame proportion, which union {hall take place when either of them fall 
Vacant, after the time that they are fo united and upon fuch vacancy, the pof- 
feflors of the commandries to which they are thus annexed, {hall take poffeflion 
of them immediately. 

• That they proceed to the mutition of commandries without any delay. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

42. We order the matter and convent, as foon as they hear of the death of 
any prior, bailiff, or commander, to proceed to the mutition of the priory, bail- 
liagc, or commandry, and provide for the adminiftration thereof $ and to pre- 
vent any doubt about the certainty of the news, it {hall be fufficient, if it be 
certified by letters from the prior, receiver, or procurator of the priory within 
which he died ; or of fome other brother that certifies he law him dead, pro- 
vided he has no intereft in averring it, or aflerts it after his arrival in the con- 
vent, and likewife by an authentick inftrument under the hand of a judge or 
publick notary. 

Of fuch as are incapable of having commandries. 

43. Whoever at the time of the mutition of a priory, bailliage or comman- 
dry, is difqualified on any account whatfoever to enjoy it, cannot be collated to 
it at that time, even though his incapacity Ihould be removed after the mutition. 
Such as did not demand it {hall be in the lame cafe. 

* . Of 
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Of the grants of members. 

44. The priors and caftellan of Empofta are noc allowed to grant above one 
member of each chamber of their priories, nor the bailiffs of their bajlliages, nor 
the commanders of the comraandnes, which they hold in virtue of their amelio- 
ratiOn. Thefe laft cannot difmember any of thole which they enjoy by right of 
eheviflement, or by the grace of the mailer, language of prior; 

Br. PHILIP DE ViLLERS DE LISLE-AD AM. 

45*. Provided however that the coinmandry from which luch member is 
taken, be worth at lead 400 crowns or ducats a year communibus annis, and 
that they only cut off a fifth part of the income. 

That no grant be made of members during the mortuary and vacancy. 

Br. PETER D’AUBUSSON. 

4 6 . We enaft that if any brothers are minded, agreeable to the.fUle of the 
order, and the tenor of the ftatutes, to pals to another priory, to the caftellany 
of Empofla, or another commandry, during the mortuary and vacancy of fuch 
priory, caftellany of Empofta or commandry, which they are defirous either to 
quit or accept, they can make no grant of any member or members thereof j if 
they do, the grant is ipfo fa£to null. 

Of the moderation to be obferved in the fevering of members. 

4 7. No grant fhall be made of any members but fuch as lie at a diftance from 
the commandries : if they proceed otherwife, the difmembring fhall be null, 
though it have the confirmation of the provincial chapter. We do not allow 
above one member of a commandry to be granted at a time : and after one is 
granted, the commander cannot difpofc of any other, till that which he granted 
away is united to the commandry again. 

That the commanders do not referve to themfelves the revenues of the members 

they have granted away. 

Br. PHILIP DE VILLERS DE L’lSLE-ADAM. 

48. If the commander that grants away a member of his commandry, referves 
himfelf the revenues of it under any pretence whatfoever, befides the nullity of 
this refervation, we decree that he be deprived for three whole years of all the 
revenue of his commandry, which fhall oe paid in to the treafury : the perfon 
that accepts the member on fuch a condition, fhall be for the like number of 
years incapacitated to have any commandry or poll whatever. 

Of Penjions. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

49. Custom does not allow any body to impofe penfions on the commandries 
but the mailers j and fuch perfons as the general chapter have expreflly granted 
a fpecial authority to for that purpofe. 

Br. JOHN D’OMEDES. 

yo. Even though it fhould be done by a fpecial grace or faculty of the lan- 
guage or matter, for he cannot giant any licenfe in this point ; if it does, it fhall 
be deemed null. 

Of the manner obferved in confirming the grants of members. 

Br. JAMES DE MILLY. 

y 1. To provide againft frauds and colluffons, we enaft that the prior, caftd- 
lan of Empofta, and provincial chapter, may confirm the grants of members or 
houfes made by commanders to the brothers or donats of the order, for a term 
of years or for life, the dues of the treafury being always referved. 

A a This 
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This confirmation (hall not hgve the fcal of the priory put to it, till after the 
commander, and the brother or donat, to whom the grant is made, appear be- 
fore the prior and chapter, and make oath that it was made without any ftaud 
or collufion. If either of them be at the convent, he fhall make this deckra*- 
tion by his proxy } ocherwife the giant fhall be null. - 

Bn CLAUDE DE LA S ENGLE, 
fi. The fame formalities ihall be obferved, when the members am difpofed of, 
or confirmed in the aflembly of the languages and priories. . 

tfkat no members nor Dtmefnes be granted te ficutars. 
f j. We forbid the priors and caftellan of Empofta, in the provincial chapters, 
or aflemblies, or elfewhere} and likewife all commanders ana brothers, to grant 
or exchange any commandries, members, farms, demefnes, or rents depending 
on their benefices, with icculars or other perfons that are not of our order, what- 
ever duality they be of, and wc utterly incapacitate them for any fuch a£l> fuch 
as fhall attempt it, fhall be immediately deprived of their benefices, and be dif- 

3 ualified to enjoy any other for ten years to come, and all that they Ihall have 
one fhall be null. 

That the members , on the poffejfors deceafe , be re-united to the bead. 

Br. FABRICIQ DEL CARETTO. 
fA.. We declare, according to the antient cufloms of the order, that upon the 
death of fuch as enjoy any members of commandries, they fhall be re-annexed 
to the commandries they depend on, and be incorporated together as formerly. 

0/ eftates retrieved by the brothers out of the bands of feculars. 

Br. ELION DE VILLENEUVE. 
ff. We cnaft, that if any brothers recover to the order any commandries, 
rents, eftates, and pofleffions, that had been feized on and detained by feculars 
or other perfons ftrangers to our order, they fhall enjoy them the reft of their 
life, by a grant from the mailer and convent, without paying the treafury any 
other refponfion but what the feculars paid. 

Br. C LAU D E D E LA S E N G LE. 
f 6. They ought however to advertife the commanders, to whole comman- 
dries the efiates ufurped belong, to lofe no time in taking meafures to recover 
them, who fhall be obliged within two months to make their declaration be* 
fore the mailer and council, or before the prior and provincial, whether they 
arc refolved to undertake it, in which cafe they arc bound within a year after 
their declaration, to commence a fuit againfl the perfons that detain them : but 
in failure thereof the brother that will undertake it, fhall be allowed to fue for 
the reflitution thereof, being authorized to do fo by the mailer and convent, or 
by the prior and provincial chapter. 

That acquired eftates be annexed to the near eft commandryi 

Br. RAIMOND BERENGER. 

J7. We enaft, that all immoveable goods and efiates given by feculars to the 
brothers of our order, or acquired by themfelves, fhall not be fold nor alienated 
without a licenfe from the mailer ana general chapter} and that after the deceafe 
of the brother that acquired them, they fhall be united to the bailliage or com- 
mandry, within the bounds of which they are fituated, notwithftanding he lived 
or died out of the comtnandry. If they are not fituated within the diftri£t of any 
commandry, they fhall be united to tnat which lies next them, and be charged 
with a fum payable to the treafury. 
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Of rents pur chafed by the brothers. 

j8. Whereas it happens very often that our brothers, either out of their 
own inclination,- et fore^dby fonie particular circumlfancesj Ipurchafc annual 
rents, redeemable at the pleafiinciofthoMcr iOE othcrwiic^ lot dbubts have ^fen . 
whether they fhould be oonfideredat mowahleon imtnoveaWe good#: We there- 
fore declare, chat ualcfe it appear by the puBchafe deed that they are redeemable!* 
they ihall be deemed immoveables, apd. be annexed to the nmeft cownuuidry. 

But if it appears by the terms of the deed, that the rent is redeemable, it fhaU 
be deemed a moveable, and devolve to the treafury after the deceafe of the pur- 
chafer: thi9 is to be uader fto e d o f aU rems a cquir ed orto be ac qui r ed. 

Of the prefenfa^n to fccjefitfifal benefices. 

CUSTOM. 

fp. The priors in their priorial chambers,' the bailiffs and commanders in 
their commandries, have the right of collation or presentation to ecclefiallical 
benefices, whether they be Ample, or are charged with a cure of fouls ; unlefs 
it appear that this right belongs to any body die by cuftom or privilege. 

Br. JOHN D’OMEDES. 

6 q . But if they chance to Adi vacant by death, refignation, deprivation or 
otherwife, in the. convent or out of it, and the mailer be on the fpor, the cob 
lation or prefemation thereof belongs to him according to cuftom* even though 
they were elective, unleft they were affigned, or ufod to .be given in way of 
cheviflement. 

Br. CLAUSE PE LA SEN GLE, 

6 t. It a benefice fell vacant in the time of the mortuary or vacancy, before 
any body has been prefented to the adminiftmtion of the priory or commandry, 
and before the prior, bailiff Or commander, have taken poflemon thereof, and 
arc arrived there, or have font a proxy thither, with power to collate or prc- 
lent to benefices, the prior, the caftelkn of Empofta, or in their abfence, the 
receiver of the treafury within the commandry, wall collate or prelent to them, 
purfuant to the power which we grant them to do Co by the prefent ftatutc. 

6 s. We enact, that the matter fhall prefent to the bepefices that fall vacant 
in the convent, within eight days after the day of the vacancy. The priors, 
bailiffs, and commanders, asfoonaa ever they have notice thereof, fhall be obliged 
to prefent to them fome brother of the order, or other perfons, after prefenting 
them with the habit in the provincial chapter or aflembly, and their being ap- 
proved there, according to the form of the ftatutes. 

63. We ordain that no body fhall be collated or prefented to any ecclefiallical 
benefice, the collation or prelentation of which belongs to the order, but bro- 
thers that have made their profeffion in it. 

That the brothers neither fue for nor bold any commandries or benefices but 

from the order. 

Br. AN T O I N E FLUVIAN. 

64. We forbid our brothers, of what rank ioever they be, either to folicit 
or obtain in publick or in private, by themfelves or by others, dire&ly or in- 
directly, the priories, caftellany of Empofta, commandries, dignities, offices, 
benefices, houfes, eftates or other poflefiions depending on our order, from 
any perfon whatever, but from the mailer and convent, and the religious of 
the order, according to the ftatutes : fuch as obtain, fue or folicite for them 
otherwife, lhall be obliged immediately to renounce them and all rights they 
can pretend to in relation to them, before the mailer, or before a publick nota- 
ry and witnefles j in failure whereof they fhall be deprived of the habit, with- 
out any further formality of profecution or trial, and be condemned to perpe- 
tual imprifonment. 

fbat 
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That no fecular be employed in the admmfiration of the commandries. 

Br. DIEU-DONNE DE GOZON. 

6f. We forbid all commanders and adminiftrators of the eftates of our order* 
on pain of being deprived of their commandries, to entruft them to the manage- 
ment of feculars. We require them to give the adminiftration of them to a 
brother of the order, or ene to a donar, who ihall have a brother aflociated 
with him, that the commandry may be managed with the greater care. 


Of Vifitations. 

T 1 T L E XV. 

Of the vifitations of the commandries. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA S ENGLE, 
i. \XTE enjoin the priors and caftellan of Empofta to be careful in making 
V V every five years a vifitation in perfon, or the bailliages, commandries, 
hoilfes, members, hofpitals, churches, chapels, and other places Within their ju- 
rifdi&ion, and provide againft all male-adtniniftration, that no inconvenience 
enfue from thence, and tranfmit to the matter and convent an authentic tran- 
fcript in due form of the account Which they are to draw up of their vifitation, 
in writing. 

If by reafon of fickncis, or any Other impediment, they cannot go in perfon, 
they (hall pitch upon two brothers, tne one a commander, and the other a 
chaplain, who fhould be a commander too, if there be any fuch * but if not, 
fomc other brother chaplain, both of them qualified for the truft, to make the 
vifitation for them : but if in the interval of fuch fifth year, any commandry is 
going to ruin, we enjoin the priors and caftellan of Empofta not to wait for 
that term, but to let immediately about retrieving and repairing it. They may 
likewife, if they think it either neCefiary or ferviceable, depute feveral brothers, 
one after another, to make the (aid vifitations, who (hall go two at a time to 
vifit different commandries* that the vifitations may be made with greater ex- 
pedition. 

Of the vifitation of the priorial chambers, 
z. Since th'c priors ahd caftellan of Empofta are trufted with the authority 
of vifiting others* we ena&, that they (hall be vifited themfelves* for every re- 
ligious ought to be fubjeft to authority, ahd no body (hould have a licenfc to 
do amifs. They (hall therefore, every fifth year, in the provincial chapter, 
make choice of two brothers, one a commander, and the other a chaplain* as is 
faid above, both of them men of diferetion, and duly qualified for the poft, to 
vifit, in vertuc of our authority, the priorial chambers, their members and their 
houfes 5 after which they (hall draw up an authentick account in writing, of 
the condition in which they found them, and give notice of it to the priors, 
fixing them within a time by which they mutt finifh the repairs that they judge 
neceftary to be made. 


Of the manner of the vifitation . 

CUSTOM. 

5 . The priors, the caftellan of Empofta, and the vifitors, fhall take with 
them the fecretary of the provincial chapter, a publick notary* or elfe a brother 
of the order, if they think proper : when they arrive at the. place which they 
arc to vifit, their firft enquiry muft be in relation to divine fervice, the relicks, 
jewels, ornaments of the church and chapels, the books* and other things de- 
figned for their ufe:. they (hall examine whether it be performed with decency, 
whether the church be a parochial one, whether the incumbent or chaplain ad- 
minifter the (acraments duly* whether he is a man of learning, and of good life 
$ and 
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and converfation how the income and lands of the commandry are managed, 
and what fort of life the commander leads : they {hall write down the name and 
value of every eftate, of the granges and manors, as well in towns as in the 
country, and take an account of the terriers, jurifdi&ions, prerogatives, facul- 
ties, privileges, belonging either to the commandry or its members •, and like- 
wife the charges or incumbrances thereon, the law-fuits that are carrying on and 
not determined} the things that have been ufurped and feized on, the perfons 
that have feized them, and whatever has been alienated or damaged. They {hall 
rectify what is wanting, and fix a time for making the repairs which they think 
requifite. They {hall draw up an authentick account in writing of what they 
have found, ana fend a copy of it in due form, under their hands and feals, to 
the matter and convent, that they may be duly apprized of the condition of the 
eftates of the order, and provide proper remedies where they are wanting. 

Of the penalties incurred by fucb as do not make their vifitations. 

■ 4. If the prior or caftellan of Empofta negle£t to make their vifitations, they ,, 

{hall be deprived immediately of all fort of priorial authority and jurifdi£tion. 

The deputies of the provincial chapter, if they have no lawful excufe, {hall 
lofe a year’s profits of their commandries, which {hall go to the treafury : if they 
arc brothers, they {hall lofe a year’s {landing. The vifitors {hall incur the like 
penalties, if it appear that they have favoured the priors and caftellan of Em- 
pofta in their, vifitations, or have any ways concealed or palliated their negledts, 
or the faults of their adminiftration. 

Of the penalties incurred by fucb as do not make the repairs fpecified in the re- 
ports of the vifitation. 

f. The priors, the caftellan of Empofta, and the commanders, that neglect 
making the repairs fpecified in the accounts of the vifitation, purfuant to the in- 
iunftion laid upon them, {hall be deemed difobedient and ill adminiftrators, and 
be deprived of their priories, caftellany of Empofta, bailliages, commandries, 
and all other adminiftratioqs of the eftates of (he order. 

That the vifitors be moderate in their expence si 

Br. ANTHONY FLUVIAN. 

6. We enjoin the priors, and caftellan of Empofta, in the vifitation of their 
priories', and the commanders, in the vifitation or their commandries, to be mo- 
derate in their expences and travelling equipage, ft> as not to put the commanders 
to exceflivc charges } but to live with fuch temperance and modefty that the 
commanders may have no reafon to complain : if they pccafion any damage, the 
prior and other vifitors {hall be obliged to make it good. 

That the dilapidations and decay of commandries be provided for without lofs 

of time . 

7. We enjoin the vifitors of the commandries and priorial chambers, to be 
careful and diligent in their, vifitations, that thp necenary repairs be made : in 
order to which, after deducing the charges of the treafury, and what is necef- 
fary for the keeping up divine fervice, rot hofpitality, alms, and the clothing 
and fubfiftence of the commander, all the refidue {hall be employed in build- 
ings and repairs. If the vifitors, priors, caftellan of Empofta, or commanders, 
neelett their duty in this point, they {hall be deprived of their dignities, which 
{hall devolve to the mafter and convent. 

That the priors name a chaplain to vifit the churches. 

Br. JOHN DE LASTIC. 

8. The priors and caftellan of Empofta may choofe a chaplain of the order 
to vifit, reform and regulate every thing relating to divine fervice in the churches 
and chapels of the priories, as the relicks, holy eucharift, and the like j we in- 
vert the perfon chofen with our own authority, and he {hall likewife have that 
of the prior of the church. 

Bb Of 
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Of tbe manner of vifiting cmmandries in relation to ameliorations. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA S ENGLE, 
p. In vifiting the commandries of fuch as pretend to make their ameliora- 
tions, the commifiaries deputed by the prior and caftellan of Empofta, and the 
provincial chapter, after taking the oath, are to ufe all poffible care in the visi- 
tation as well of the head as of tbe members and houfes of it} to fee themfelves 
what has been either improved or negle&ed by the commander that prerends to 
have ameliorated the commandry fince it came into his bands} the ftate likewife 
of the fuits and profecutions relating to it mud be fpecified in the inftrument 
giving an account of the vifitation} as likewife what fuits about the pofleflions 
and e dates of the commandries and the members dill remain undetermined $ 
and whether the commander has carried them on or made his defence as he 
ought } that after a mature examination of the advantages and damages that the 
commandry has received, a true judgment may be made on which fide the ba- 
lance lies. 


Of tbe oath to be taken by tbe vifitori of tbe commandries . 

to. That there may be nothing left unvifited in the commandries, we enjoin 
the prior, bailiff or commander, whole commandry is vifited, or their procura- 
tor, when the vifitation is over, to make oath, that he has faithfully (hewed all 
the members, houfes, demefnes and pofieifions thereof, and that they have been 
duly vifited. If it appears afterwards that any thing has been fecreted, and not 
vifited, the vifitation (hall be null, and the inftrument drawn of it (hall ftand 
the commander in no dead towards obtaining an amelioration. 


Of Bargains and Alienations. 

TITLE XVI. 

Br. A LP H O N S U S of Portugal, 
t. T X 7 E forbid all brothers that have not the adminiftration of feme bailliage 
V V or commandry, either to buy or fell, to lend or borrow any thing what- 
ever, without leave from their fuperior. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

2. Whatever is done to the contrary, (hall be null, and the perfens guilty 
of it (hall be punifhed at the diferetion of the mafter and council. 

That the brothers do not meddle in trade . 

Br. ANTHONY FLUVIAN. 

3. We forbid all our brothers, of what rank foever they be, to engage in 
any traifick, or to buy and fell any merchandize foever to get by it. Such as 
(hall be convi&ed of it, (hall be condemned to the quarantaine} and half of 
their merchandize (hall be confifcated to the treafury, and the other half go to 
the informer, if he makes good proof of his denunciation. But if any of them 
on their road to the convent, find themfelves incumber’d with things which 
they cannot carry with them, or may be loft and (polled in their voyage, they 
may, in fuch cate, either exchange or fell them, without incurring any penalty 
for fo doing. 


Prohibition of ufttry and lending money at interefi. 

4. We forbid our brothers, of what quality foever they be, to lend money 
at intereft, to praftife ufury, or make any ufurious and unlawful contra# : there 
3 is 
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is nothing more fcandalous and unbecoming a religious. If any body in breach 
of this ftatute, which is founded upon the law of God, is proved guilty of do- 
ing fo, if he be a commander, he ihall be deprived of his commandry, and be 
incapacitated for ten years to obtain any other, tho’ it be one of cheviflcment : 
his commandry, and the money be has employed in this fhameful commerce, 
t fhall be confifcated to the benefit of the treafaxy : and what is got clear by this 
odious way, more than the principal, Ihall be reftored to fuch as were engaged 
with him in this commerce of ufury. 

That the pofftjftms of tbe order be not alienated * 

Br.HUOH REVEL. 

f. All the brothers of the order, of what quality, and in what neceffity fo- 
ever they be, are enjoined not to fell, pledge, leafe for ever, mortgage, or 
otherwife alienate to feculars, or other agents and perfons not of the order, any 
manors, eftates, vineyards, lands, dues or effe&s, of the priories, comtnan- 
dries or members, or to grant them in any manner whatever, for life, or a term 
of years, without leave from the mailer and general chapter. Such as break 
this ftatute ihall be deprived of the habit, and all that they have done declared 
to be null and invalid. 

S That no brother engage or mortgage the ejiates and effefts of the order. 

Br. RAIMOND BERENGER. 

6. No brother, of what quality foever he be, may, under colour of the feal 
of the priories, or on any other pretence whatever, fell, mortgage or alienate, 
or otherwife engage, the goods and pofleflxons of the order, either moveable, 
or immoveable, or make any grant of them for life, or years, to any feculars or 
perfons that do not belong to our order, without the licenfe and confent of the 
mailer and general chapter j excepting however the penlions given to the advo- 
cates of the order, which ought to be handfome, but moderate, and not perpe- 
tual nor payable by the treaiury. Such as tranfgrefs this ftatute ihall be de- 
prived of^hc habit, and all that they have done ihall be null. 

Br. PETER DE CORNILLAN. 

7. None of our brothers arc allowed to mortgage os engage the comman- 
dries or benefices of the order, on pain of being deprived of the habit, and 
their contra# or mortgage being declared null. 

That no treaty be carried on in provincial chapters or affembliesy for alienating 
tbe eftates and effefts of tbe order. 

Br. PETER D’AUBUSSON. 

8. Agreeable to the ilatutes made by our predcceflors, in regard of alie- 
nations, which we defire to follow, and make more effedtual provifion to an- 
fwer the end of them, we forbid all priors, the caftcllan of Empofta, all bai- 
liffs, commanders, and brothers of the order, on pain of deprivation of their 
refpe#ive priories, bailliages, commandries and other dignities, to prefume, ei- 
ther in the provincial Chapter or aflembly, or elfewhere, to confult, propofe or 
treat of any alienation, mortgage, fale, conveyance, grant, leafe for life or for 
years, on any terms or condition whatfoever, of the commandries, farms, de- 
mefnes and poffeffions of the order, of what nature foever they be. Whoever 
tranfgrefles this ftatute fhall be deprived of his commandry or benefice, which 
fhall devolve to the mafter and convent, to be dilpofed of by them > if he be a 
brother of the convent, he fhall lofe all his ftandmg. 

p. But this is no way defigned to reftrain the liberty and authority which the 
priors and caftellan of Empofta have of letting in the provincial chapter, ac- 
cording to the cuftom of the country, any forms or lands that bring little or 
no revenue to the commandries and the order, at a yearly renr, in order to ame- 
liorate and improve them, provided it be for a certain time, not exceeding twen- 
ty nine years, after which the forms and poflefEons fo let fhall return, with their 
improvements, to the order. That 
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. That the brothers do not alienate the eftates they have acquired \ 

Br.ODON DE PINS. 

10. Every thing that a religious acquires, he acquires for the order, we 
therefore forbid the brothers of the order to fell, alienate, mortgage, or part % 
in &ny manner whatever with any eftates, pofleffions, rents, or jurifdi£tions that 
they acquire, either by purchafe, gift, or in any other manner whatever, with- 
out the confent of the mafter and general chapter : They {hall enjoy them for 
their lives, but may not lay any incumbrance upon them, or fubject them to 
hold under any lord either ecclefiaftick or fecular, or make any other convey- 
ance whatever for their advantage. 

Br. CLAUDE D E LA S ENGLE. 

ii . We enaft that for the future all brothers that {hall purchale in the ifles 
of Malta or Goza, and {hall acquire there by any title whatever, any firms, 
lands, gardens, vineyards, or other eftates, {hall be incapacitated to fell, give, 
alienate, bequeath, or otherwife difpofe of them, without the exprefs leave of 
the mafter and council, which muft be produced in writing in due form, and {hall 
be deemed null if granted at the time of the ficknefs of which thd brother who 
makes fuch conveyance dies, unlefs there be a particular provifion to the con- 
trary by an a£t of the general chapter. 

Repeal of alienations. 

iz. We vacate, repeal, and annul all fales, gifts, conveyances, ceffions, mort- 
gages, leafes for ever, and for a long term oryears, made by our brothers con- 
trary to the tenor of our ftatutes, to any feculars or other perfons, without the 
authority of the general chapter, we declare them all null and invalid. 

That the brothers make no pretended contrasts. 

13. We foibid our brothers to make on any occalion or pretence whatever^ 
any {ham contradfcs, promifes, bonds, or grants of any thing, or to any perfon 
whatever, if any thing of this nature happens, and the perfon in whole favour 
fuch pretended contract is made, be not paid in the life-time of the brother 
that made it, he cannot recover any thihg after his death : The treafury {hall 
not be obliged to make fuch contra£b good, becaufe they are juftly deemed tp 
be fraudulent. 

Br. HUGH D E LOUBEN X VERDALE. 

14. We add that no brother (hall, when he is lick, have power to make iny 
abfolute deed of gift, or other difpolal, promife or aifignment either of money 
or lands in his poflelHon, becaufe they all belong to the order. If any body of- 
fers to do fo, and does not live above forty days afterwards, we declare all fuch 
deeds, promifes, and aftignments of his to be null and of no force. 

Br. JOHN DE LA VALETTE. 

ip We ordain, that the thirteenth ftatute above recited, {hall be ftfi&ly ob- 
fervcd in every particular} and if any brother? make fuch {ham contra&s, they 
ihall be deemed infamous} if they be commanders* they {hall lofe their comman- 
drics} if only brothers, they {hall lofe their (landing. The fame penalties {hall 
be infli£ted on fuch as fign and feal blank notes and writings of any denomina- 
tion, to the prejudice of the order, and to defraud the treafury. 

Br. HUGH DE LOUBENX VERDALE. 

1 6. The ninth article of the title of bargains and alienations allows the pri- 
ors and caftellan of Empofta to grant in the provincial chapter, according to the 
cuftom of the country, leafes at a yearly rent of fuch eftates, lands and poflcf- 
fions, as bring little or no revenue to the commandries and the order, in order 
to ameliorate and improve them, provided it be done for a certain time not ex- 
ceeding twenty nine years, after which the lands arc to return to the comman- 
dries and the order : but as fuch a length of time has iince occafioned feveral 
2 grievances 
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grievances and fuits, we forbid for the future any letting of fuch lands and eftates 
at a yearly rent for above nine years, at the expiration of which term, they {hall 
return to the commandries and the order with their improvements : we repeal 
and annul the old ftatute which allowed them to be let for twenty nine yean. 

; * — — — - 

Of Leafes and Farms. 

TITLE XVII. 

That the mortuaries and vacancies he let in the provincial chapter . 

Br. PHILIBERT DE NAIL LAC. 

I. \KT E forbid our receivers to prefume in any manner whatever to let to 

V V form, or fet the mortuaries and vacancies of our commandries any 
where but in the provincial chapter, in the prefence of the prior and four antient 
commanders j and we forbid the priors, caftellan of Empofta, and receivers to 
take fuch forms to themfelves, either openly or privately, in their own or in 
other peoples names. Such as tranfgrefs this ftatute, {hall be deemed difobedient, 
and punimed as fuch. / 

Of the fale of the fpoils of the brothers } bow the receivers are to fet leafes. 

Br. AIMERY D’AM BOISE. 

We order the fpoils of the brothers to be fold publickly by auftion, to 
the higheft bidder, except the gold and filver plate and jewels, which muft be 
delivered as they are to our receivers and procurators to be font to the convent \ 
expreflly enjoining at the fame time that nothing be reckoned among the fpoils 
that belongs to the commandries, as is provided by the ftatute in that behalf. 

With regard to the dues of the vacancy, that our treafury may not be wrong- 
ed in the fetting of them, we order the receivers to put up publick advertile- 
tnents in the place of the commandry vacant, and other places in the neighbour- 
hood, giving notice of the day and place of holding the provincial chapter, irt 
which they are to be let to the higheft bidder. The like advertifements fha.ll 
be put up in the place where the chapter is to be held, and in the places about 
it, and tne receiver {hall bring with him thither the perfon who has made him 
the moft confiderable offer. 

The vacancy {hall be fet to the perfon that offers moft, though he be a fecu- 
lar, who {hall not be poftponed to a brother that offers the fame fum. If the 
perfon that the receiver brings with him is out-bid, and does riot get the leafe, 
the receiver {hall pay him all the charges of his journey thither, and his return 
home. 

Br. PETER D’AUB US SON. 

3 . A leafe of a commandry {hall not hinder the perfon prefented to it by the 
order from taking pofleffion of it, though tlie fruits and reyenucs of it belong 
to the lcffce. 

That no leafes of mortuaries and vacancies be made in the convent. 

Br. JOHN DE LA VALETTE. 

4^ We expreflly forbid the making of any leafes of mortuaries and vacancies 
in the convent, by the matter and council, tne procurators of the common trea- 
fury, or any other perfons whatever. 

That no repairs be made in the commandries daring the mortuary and vacancy. 

Br. ANTHONY FLU VIAN. 

f. We forbid our brothers, as well as others that have leafes of commandries 
in the time of the mortuary and vacancy, to make any repairs of the buildings 
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which are not abfolutely neceflary, and in fuch cafe the ex pence fhall be fmail 
in proportion to the revenue of the commandry, and made upon the judgment 
of two or three commanders j that the brothers prefented thereto, may not be 
fo overcharged with thefe repain, as to be out of condition to pay the expence 
of them : fuch as prefume to make them without this precaution, fhall not be 
reimburfed either by the treafurjr, or the brother prefented to the commandry. 

Of the expence s that may be made in relation to commandries , during the 

mortuary and vacancy . 

Br. JOHN DE LA VALETTE. 

6. We order the receivers to be careful and diligent in carrying on fuch fuits 
as are already commenced, or may commence, in relation to the lands and pof- 
feflions of commandries and their members, which fhall be done at the expence 
of our treafury, and fhall be afterwards made good to the treafury by the pcrfon 
prefented to the corpmandry, within fix months after he has begun to receive 
the profits of it : in failure whereof he fhall be conflraincd to pay it, as in the 
cafe of other debts of the treafury. 

IVbofe licenfe is necejfary for Jetting commandries. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA S ENGLE. 

7. We forbid the brothers of the order, of what quality foever they be, to 
leafe out or fet the priories, bailliagcs, commandries, members, or other eftates 
of the order under their adminiftration, without the matter's licenfe, which fhall 
be granted only for three years, without any fine in hand, except in the cafe of 
fuch as are a&ually in the convent, or are minded to come thither, who are al- 
lowed to receive one year's advance and no more, which however is not to take 
place till after the mortuary and vacancy are out. - 

Br. JOHN DE LA VALETTE. 

8. If they do not repair to the convent within a year after making the leafe, 
they fhall lofe a year’s revenue of their commandry, which fhall be forfeited to 
the treafury, unlefs they are hindered by ficknefs, or fomc affair of confequence, 
which they fhall fend advice of to the matter. As foon as the impediment is 
over } they fhall be obliged under the like penalty, to return within the fame 
{pace of time to the convent. 

What per Jons commandries may not be let to. 

Br. CLAUDE D E LA SENGLE.' 

p. They may not be let to powerful lords, either ecdefiaftick or fecular, to 
univerfities or colleges, nor may fuch as take them in their own names affign 
them over to others, on pain of lofing a year’s revenue of the thing fb let, which 
fhall be paid to the treafury, and the leafe or farm fhall be null and void $ and all 
licenfes granted for fuch leafes fhall have thefe claufcs of reftri&ion inferted in 
them. 

Br. JOHN L’EVESQUE DE LA CASSIERE. 

to. We order all commanders, when they have fet their commandries, to 
fend copies of their leafes to the receivers : in failure whereof, the leafes, in cafe 
they happen to die, fhall be annulled, though made with the matter’s licenfe. 

Of farming or leafing out the commandry of Cyprus. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

1 1. We ordain, that in cafe of the deceafe of the tenant or leflce of our great 
commandry of Cyprus, it may be leafed out to one of our brothers, or other 
perfon that offers moft for it, in confideration of fuch a fum as the matter and 
council fhall think fit. All the produce and rent of it fhall go to the common 
treafury. 
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Of Prohibitions and Penalties. 

TITLE XVIII. 

Our brothers are not allowed to make wills , conjlitute heirs , or bequeath legacies. 

Br. HUGH REVEL. 

i. np» HE vow of poverty requires that we give up the liberty of difpofing of 

I our eftates and effe&s j the priors therefore, caftellan of Empofta, bailiffs, 
com mand ers, or other brothers of the order, are not allowed to make any will, 
conflitute any heir, difpofe of any legacy, give or leave any thing to their fer- 
vants or others, except fuch falary and wages as are due to them j they may 
however declare what debtors and creditors they have, and if they have the ma- 
iler’s leave, may difpofe of a moderate portion of their efle&s. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

z. Which portion fhall not exceed the fifth part of their ready money and 
goods, after making a deduction of all that is due to the treafury or others, and 
of all debts owing to the teftator, which are referved entirely to the treafury. 
The mailer may difpofe of only a part of his effe&s, but he muft have the leave 
of the general chapter to do fo, or that of the compleat council, if he be at the 
point of death. 

Br. NICHOLAS DE L’ORGUE. 

None of our brothers are allowed, without leave from their fuperior, to 
Rand godfather to any child, unlefs it be the fon of a baron, or fome lord of 
greater quality. 

That the brothers do not intermeddle in the affairs of feculars . 

Br. H U G H REVEL. 

4. We forbid all the brothers of our order to bufy themfelves ib the affairs of 
feculars that are profecuted in the ifiand for capital crimes, or iolicite for them 
in any refpeft. Such criminals ought to be left to the fecular courts, to be pu- 
• nifhed as their crimes deferve. 

Br.JOHN L’EVESQ_UE DE LA CASSIERE. 

f. We however allow the accufed liberty to defend themfelves, what crime 
foever they are charged With. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

6 . Our brothers are likewife forbid to concern themfelves either publickly 
or privately, by themfelves or by others, in the civil caufes of feculars, on pain 
of being feverely punifhed, at the diferetion of the mafter and council. 

That the brothers do not intercede for fuch as have neglefted their duty . 

Br.JOHN DE LAS TIC. 

7. . When any brother is to be punifhed for his faults, we forbid all the reft 
to intercede for him, till after fentence is given : they may then folicite to have 
the punifhment of the perfon condemned, moderated j notwithflanding which, 
the perfon who has that power vefted in him, may, as he pleafes, either moderate 
it, or caufe the fentence to be executed in its rigor. 

Br. ELION DE VILLENEUVE. 

None of our brothers, nor any fecular, may carry any horfes or eouipage out 
of the convent, without exprefs leave from the mauer, who yet fhall not grant 
it without the advice of difereet perfons. 

. 1 That 
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That the brothers do not oblige themfelves to any body by oath or alliance. 

Br» RAIMOND BERENGER. 

None of our brothers are allowed to engage themfelves to any perfort 
whatever by way of homage, oath or confederacy, as is pra&ifed in sS pain, or 
elfewhere, without leave from the matter, prior, or caftellan of Empofta, nor 
enter into any combination, or fotm any private aflemblies among themfelves, 
on pain of lofing the habit, and not being reftored, but upon condition of be* 
ing incapacitated^ to enjoy any bailliage or commandry for ten years afterwards* 

‘that the brothers accept no conveyance of things that are contefed. 

id. We forbid all brothers and donats of our order, to purchafe, receive 
or accept from feculars, any grant, conveyance or ceffion of things that are liti- 

f ated and in difpute, on pain, if they are brothers, of being deprived of the 
abit, and if donats, of being expelled the fociety, and put in priion. 

That the brothers do not ramble out of the commandries or priories. 

Br. PHILIBERT DE NAIL LA C. 

1 1. Wfe enjoin the commanders and brothers of our order, not to ftir out of 
the priories, caftellany of Empofta, or commandries that they are fubjedfc to, 
without leave from the matter, prior, caftellan of Empofta, or commander, 
when the neceflity or fervice of the order require it. The priors are likewife 
forbid to go out of their priory, without leave from the matter or his lieutenant, 
tinlefs they are obliged to do fo for affairs of confequence that concern the or* 
der, or for foirie other important and indifpenfable reafon. 

The commanders may not ftir from their commandries, but in order to re- 
pair to the convent for the fervice of the order, or to execute the office of em- 
baflador, dr Tome other commiffion from the order, or unlefs they cannot flay 
with fafety in their commandries: if they a £t otherWife, they fhall lofe all the 
revenue thereof during their abfence, which fhall be paid in to the treafury. 

Of rambling brothers. 

Br. ANTHONY FLUVlAN. 

1 a. We enjoin all Commanders and brothers that fhall find any of out religi- 
ous wandring about, out of the bounds of the jurifdiftion they- belong to, with- 
dut leave from their fuperiors, to feize and imprifbn them, and give notice 
thereof to the prior and caftellan of Empofta, that they make proper provifion 
in the cafe, ana treat theixi as irregular and difobeditnt perfons, according to the 
tenour of the ftatutes. 

That the brothers do not fir from the convent without leave. 

Br. JAMES DE MILLY. 

15. None of our brothers, what dignity foever he enjoys, is allowed to go 
out of the convent, either Openly dr fecretly, without an exprefs leave from the 
mafter in writing. Such as do otherwife, fhall be immediately deprived of the 
habit, and of their cothmandries and benefices. 

That the brothers do not feize on commandries. 

Br. ANTHONY FLUVlAN. 

14. We ena&, that !filch of our brothers as prefume to feize on and detain 
any commandries, members, houfes, or other eftates and benefices of the order, 
by force and violence, or againft the will of the mafter, prior, caftellan of Em- 
pofta, or brothers to whom they belong, fhall be deprived of the habit, and 
put in prifon : and if grace fhould be mewn them fo fat as to leave them the 
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habit, they (hall not be capable of having any commandry or other benefice for 
ten years. The prior or caftellan of Empofta (hall)- at the requcit of the bro- 
ther to whom the commandry or other eftate belongs, be obliged to ufe force 
to drive out the ufiirper, and put the perfon who.is duly prefentea to it in peace- 
able pofleflion thereof : and if this is impracticable, the prior and the brother it 
belongs to Ihall apply to the fecular power for that puipofe. The prior is ob- 
liged to execute what is ordered by the prefcnt ftature, on pain of forfeiting 
one of his priorial chambers, if it appear that he has been required to do fo, 
and has negleCted it. 

And whereas there are in the priory of England few or no fortrefles upon 
our commandries, fo that no violence can be' u fed there, the prior of that priory, 
at the firlt in (lance of the perfon prefented by the mailer and convent, is Ob- 
liged to put him in pofleflion of the commandry or. benefice. If it be clearly: 
proved that he has fummoned the feizer of the commandry to quit it y and leave 
him in pofleflion, and the prior to fettle and fupport him in it, and both have 
refufed to do fo, the prior mall be deprived of his priorial chambers, Which (hall 
be difpofed of by the mailer and convent, to the perfon whom they declined 
putting in pofleflion of his commandries. 

‘that the brothers do not follidt tetters of recommendation to get commandries . - 

Br. ELION DE VILLEN EUVE. 

if. Our brothers are forbid, on pain of difobedience, to follicite letters of 
recommendation or threats from any body whatever, in order to get any com- 
mandries or benefices of the order: they may however deiire them of perfons 
that are profefled in the order, to atteil the iervices they haive done it, and their 
refufel ihall be no detriment to them. 

Br. PETER D’AUBUSSON. 

id. If any brother gets fuch forbidden letter?, he ihall lofe ten years of his 
ftanding: every body has free liberty to accufe him of it, and prove it,, that an 
effectual Hop may be put to the iniolencc of the brothers. 

that the brothers who enjoy any office in the order , may not fit out any vejfei. 

Br. EMERY D’AMBOISE. 

17. We forbid all brothers of the order, what dignity foever they enjoy, if 
there be any jurifdi&ion annexed to it, as our fenefchal, caftellan, and the offi- 
cers concerned in the management of the revenue of the order, as the conferva- 
tor general, the mailer of our chamber, our receiver, the commanders of the 
ilores, the arfenal and the artillery, or fuch as arc employed under them, to fit 
out ihips, in their own name or by the intervention of other perfons, either fe- 
cretly or openly, under any pretence whatever, to cruize or make war upon fife 
Infidels j or to be concerned in partnerihip in fuch equipments as are made by 
others, on pain of lofing their polls, which ihall be immediately filled up, as 
if their time was expired, and of confifcation of the value of fuch equipment, 
and all the profits made of it, which ihall be forfeited to the treafury, except 
only a third part, which ihall be delivered to thie informer, without any dimi- 
nution or deduction whatever. 

The feme flatute ihall be in force again ft all captains of galleys, and their of- 
ficers, that ihall fit out ihips for cruizing: they may however fit out fulls or 
brigantines, to attend their mips, and to fend with difpatches, or to get advice 
on any important affair, or in cafes of neceifity, without incurring any cenfure 
or penalty. If after all any brother or fecular ihall prefume fraudulently to lend 
his name to fuch equipment, or to make a private agreement for a ihare with 
fuch officers, befides the confifcation of what he has laid out in it, he ihall be 1 
punifhed as a felfifier and perjured perfon. 
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That no bodp fit oat veffels in the convent^ without leave from the mafier and 

council \ 

fir.BAPTIST URSINI. 

\ • i < 

i8. We forbid all perfons, as well brothers as (oculars, to fit out in the 
convent either galleys, galiots or other vcfleh, of any fort whatever, withbut 
leave from the mafter and ordinary council, on pain of confifcation of the vcf- 
fel, and forfeiture of it to the treafury. 

Br. RAIMOND ZACOSTA. 

, i pi This leave (hall be given in writing: fuch as make ufe of it to fit out 
flaps, (hall be obliged to give fufficient fecurity, that they will do no harm to 
Chriftians, or their effe&s; It (hall be granted to none but brothers that have 
refided five years in the convent. Such however as come from the Weft to the 
affiftance of the order, may fit out (hips without any fuch licenfe. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA S ENGLE. 

20. Such brothers as fit out (hips with leave from the mafter and council, 
(hall keep their feniority, as much as if they were refident in the convent. 

That no fafe conduct be given to corfairs. 

Br. PETER RAIMOND ZACOSTA. 

21 . We forbid all perfons whatever, except the mafier and Council, to give 
for the future any pals or (afe conduit to coifairs, (and they (hall not do it un- 
lels in cafes of neccffity) : nor (hall any be granted to deferters and bankrupts, 
unlefs there be very important realons for fo doing* 

That no truce be made but by the mafier and council. 

Br. BAPTIST URSINI. 

£2. To avoid fcandal, and other inconveniences that may happen, we forbid 
any peace or truce to be made in the order, with the Turks, Moors, and other 
Infidels, unlels it be firft refolved on by the mafter and council : if any be made 
otherwife, it (hall be null and void. 

That no engines or artillery be carried out of the ifiand. 

2}. We ordain, that no cannon, culverins, engines, artillery, powder and 
(alt-peter belonging to the treafury be carried out of the ifiand, and other places 
of the order, in any manner, or under any pretence whatfoevef. The mafter 
aril compleat council, however, may take them out in cafe of neceflity, and 
(end them to other places, as the cafe (hall requires 

That the brothers do not engage in wars between Chrifiian princes. 

Br. JOHN FERDINAND D’HEREDIA. 

24* W e forbid all and every of our brothers to engage in wars made by 
Chriftians upon one another, on pain of being deprived of the habit , and tho* 
the offender be afterwards reftor’d it by fpecial grace, he (hall be for ten years 
excluded from the adminiftration of the commandries, eftates and benefices of 
the order, none of which Can be conferred upon him till after the expiration 
of the ten years. We like wife forbid the priors, caftellan of Empofta, and 
commanders, to allow any brothers to ferve in the armies of Chrifiian princes, 
unlefs they have received an expreft order from the prince whofe fubje&s they 
are, in confederation whereof they may gra$t them leave to go, but not to 
carry the arms or colours of the order j yet if it be in defence of the order,, or 
they attend the great prior in fuch wars, they have leave to cany them. 
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That no body ajk for any office in the council. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENG LE. 

if. We forbid our brothers for the future to come into council to petition 
for offices, as we do the mailer and council to admit fuch petitions : they fhall 
of themfelves difpofe of polls to fuch as they judge fit to difcharge them well. 
Such as offend againft the prefent flatute, mail be difqualified to be put in any 
for the whole year afterwards. 

That no body go abroad without the habit. 

t 6 . Such as fhall go abroad without the habit, or do not wear the linen croft 
lewed upon it, in fuch a manner as to be feen by all the world, (hall be con- 
demned, for the firft time, to the quarantainc > for the fecpnd offence they fhall 
be imprifoned in the tower for three months; and for the third, they fhall be 
deprived of the habit. 

Zbat no exception be, made to a brother under profecution , fo as to binder bis get- 
ting a commandry , till after he be condemned. 

27. If any brother be informed againft, or accufed of any offence, fault or 
negligence, he fhall not be deemed a criminal, to hinder his obtaining any com- 
manary that might fall to him, till after his condemnation, tho’ be fhould bp 
actually in prifon on fuch account. A perfon that is condemned is difqualified 
to have any commandry, benefice, or other office of the order, till he is cither 
pardoned, or has fuffered the penalty infli&ed on him. 

That the brothers make no noife in their isms. 

28. If a brother be guilty of any infolcnce or indecency in the inn where he 
eats } if he break the doors, benches, tables, or any thing of the like nature, 
or fling them away carelcfly, he fhall be punifhed by the matter and council, 
in proportion to the fault he has committed, fo far as to be deprived of his 
Handing inclufively. Whoever fhall ftrike the piliers, pages, fervants or flaves, 
tho' he draws no blood, fhall be punifhed with the quarantaine for the firft of- 
fence, with fix months imprifonment for the fecond, and with the loft of two 
years of his Handing for the third. If blood be drawn, but the hurt flight, he 
fliall lie fix months in prifon for the firft time j but if it be confidcrable, he 
fhall lofe his Handing. 

Br.JOHN L’EVESQUE DE LA CASSIERE. 

29. Such as fhall give ill language to a brother in the matter's palace, fhall 
lofe three years Handing, acquired, or to be acquired ; if it be in an inn, they 
fhall lofe only two years. If they draw their lword, or give a box or kick, 
they fhall be expelled, without a poffibility of pardon. If the perfon that is 
wounded die, they fhall, befides the lofs of the habit, be delivered over to the 
fecular arm. 


Crimes for which the brothers are deprived of the habit . 

Br. NICHOLAS LORGUE. 

50. 'Tis a fhame to fee our habit worn by perfons infefled with crimes: it 
fhall therefore be taken away from fiich as fhall be guilty of the following ones, 
viz. herefy,' fodoray, murder, robbery, or defertion to tne Infidels. Thole like- 
wife fhall be deprived of it ' that abandon our banner or Handard, when it is 
difplayed againft the Infidels, or defert their brothers in an engagement : fuch 
likewife as deliver up any cattle or other place to the Infidels, or are in any wife 
advifing or affifting to luch furrender j which cafe however is referved to the 
cognizance of the matter and council. Such likewife as fhall go out of a cattle 
that lies on the frontier of the Infidels, any other way than by the gate, 

Such 
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StfCH as {hall voluntarily and without leave have quitted the order three times 
to enter into any other, {hall never be admitted to it again. Such as have given 
falfe teftimony, or have in time of war gone about marauding and pillaging, on 
horfcback or on foot, {hall lofe the habit, and not be reftored for a year. Such 
as accufe others of any of thefe crimes, and undertake to prove them, {hall he de- 
prived of the habit, if they do not make good their charge. 

Br. C LAU D E D E LA SENGLE. 

31. Such as {hall forge any letters of our order, or of other perfons, and fuch 
as are convi&ed of perjury, {hall be expelled the order. 

Br. PETER DE CORNILLAN. 

31. Ip any brother kills a man, he {hall be deprived of the habit for ever, 
and put in prifon, to deter others from committing the like crimes, and to pre- 
ferve peace and quietnefs in the order. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

33. Whoever, either in fecret or defignedly, wounds another, be fie a bro* 
ther or a fecular, tho’ never fo {lightly, he {hall lofe the habit for ever. 

Br. JOHN L’EVESQUE DE LA CASSIERE. 

34. Such as have been condemned in the office of the inquifition, and wore 
the habit of penance, {hall never be admitted to wear ours : if they have been 
already admitted, we forbid them to wear it. 

Of fueh as fir ike others'* 

CUSTOM. 

3f. If anv brother ftrikes another, he {hall be put to the quarantaine: if he 
draws any blood of him, otherwife than at the nofe or mouth, he {hall lofe the 
habit : if he offers to ftrike him with a knife, a fword, or a ftone, he {hall fuf- 
for the quarantaine, tho’ he did not hit him. 

Moderation of the foregoing fiatute • 

Br. JOHN L’EVESQUE DE LA CASSIERE. 

3 6 . Whereas it Teems to us too fevere to deprive a brother of the habit for 
a flight hurt that may have drawn blood from any other place than the nofe or 
mouth i and it is fometimes proper to temper the rigour of the laws, we allow 
the mailer and council to moderate the punilhment of a brother that {hall have 
hurt another, according to the nature and circumflances of die faulr. 

Of the punijbment of fuch brothers as kill others treacberoufiy . 

Br. PETER DU MONT. 

37. If any brother Ihall kill another brother, or a fecular, treacheroufly, with 
any fort of weapon whatever, or caufe him to be fo killed, he {hall be deprived 
of the habit, and delivered over immediately to the fecular arm. The accom- 
plices of his crime fhall be punifhed in the lame manner. 

Of the penalties to be infliSled on fuch as either fend or accept a challenge to 

fight a duel. 

Br. JOHN L’EVESQUE DE LA CASSIERE. 

38. As we are defirous to put a Hop to the impiety of fuch, as without any 
regard to the welfare of their fouls, tight duels, and expofe their bodies to be 
killed, we ena£t, that if any brother {hall give a challenge to another, by word 
or by writing, by a meflenger, or in any other manner whatever, tho’ the chal- 
lenge be not accepted, he mall be deprived of the habit for ever, without hopes 
of pardon, befides the penalties decreed by the council of Trent, and the bull 
of Pope Gregory XIII. of bleffed memory. 
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If the perfon challenged accepts it, though he ihould not appear on thefpot, 
they (hall both be deprived of the habit 'Without hopes of pardon: if they come 
to the place appointed, though HQ blood be ihed, they mall be delivered over 
to the fecular arm. Whoever ihall give octafion for a dad, {hall ad vile, aflift, 
or abet it, either in fa£t or right, Or ihall in any manner whatever perfuadc any 
body to offer a challenge, or ihall Jferve for k feoood in a duel, or mall be called 
to be by as a fpe&ator, or (half pod up the challenge, or caufe it to be polled 
up in any place whatever, Ihall likewife be deprived of the habit. 

Of brothers that caufe any difiurbance by night or day . 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

We ena£fc, that if any brother raifes a tumult againft another brother, 
or any body elfe, in the day or in the night time, with any fort of arms what- 
ever, in the convent or in any other part of the ifland whatever, he (hall be de- 
prived of the habit. Such too as Ihall be found malked in the night time, with 
offenfive weapons either upon or under their cloaths, going about by themfelve$i 
or in company without arms, (hall be imprifoned in the tower for fix months. 

Of profane J wearing . / 

CUSTOM. 

4.0. If any brother fwears publickly, he Ihall be reprimanded for the firft 
time, and admoniihed to do fo no more $ if he repeats his crime, he Ihall be 
put to the feptaine, and for the third offence to the quarantine j and if he ftill 
perfift in it, ne ihall be expelled the order. 

Of blafpbtmy. 

Br. PETER D’AUBUSSON. 

41. We enaft, that fuch as deny or blafpheime the holy name of God, or 
thole of the blefted virgin, or the faints, ihall be put to the quarantaine for the 
firft offence, confined two months in the tower for the fecond, and for the 
third ihall be imprifoned there till it ihall pleafe the mafter and council to fet 
them at liberty. 

Of affronts. 

br. Claude de la sengle. 

42.. If any brother ihall, in a difpute with another, give him ill language^ 
he ihall be put to the quarantaine, though he owns he lied, and is forry for it. 
If he gives him the lie, he ihall lofe two years of his Handing.' If he fays fcan- 
dalous things of him, he ihall be puniihed at the diferetion of the matter and 
council, according to the quality of the perfon, and groffnels of the fcandaL 
Whoever ihall ftrike a brother with a cane or ftick, give hirp a box or any blow 
of the like nature, ihall lofe three years of his Handing. 

Of fuch as fir ike fecular s. '< 

Br. PETER RAIMOND ZACOSTA; 

43. We ena£t, that if any brother of the order happens to ftrike a fecular 
With a ftick, fword, or any other inftrument, in private or in publick, of him- 
ielf or by any other perfon, he ihall be ihujt up in the toWcr for two months. 
If the hurts are confiderable, he ihall loie his Handing : which penalty Ihall be 
infli&cd on fuch as a£t the highwayman or gladiator in behalf or any body thac 
has challenged another. If ne happens to kill a man, he be deprived of 
the habit, without a poflibiiity of being reftored to it, and ihall be imprifoned 
for the reft of his life. In fuch cafes the offender Audi not get off for the fep- 
taine or the quarantaine, and though he has gone through both of them, he 
ihall ftill be puniihed as is here enacted* 
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Of fucb as infult or diflurb the people. 

Br. EMERY DfAMBOlSE. 

44. We ena£b, that whoever (hall, without being invited* or the good liking 
bf the father of the family, enter into the houfe of any citizen or inhabitant, at 
their entertainments, dancings, marriages, or other amufements, fhall lofe two 
years of his Handing for the benefit of nis juniors, without hopes of refiitution. 
Such as fhall either in the day or night time offer any violence to the doors or 
windows of our fubje&s, befides the penalties above-mentioned, fhall be put in 
dofe prifon for fo long as the rnafler and council pleafe. The accufer may bring 
feculars to attefl it j and fuch as make mafquerades fhall incur the like penalty. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

4f . Whoever breaks any doors or windows in the night time, walls them 
up, or daubs them with any nafiinefe, or throws ftones at them, fhall lofe three 
years of his Handing, befides which, the rnafler and council may inflift any far- 
ther penalty on him that they fee fit. If he fets them on fire and burns them, 
he fhall be deprived of the habit * if no damage was done, he fhall come off 
with the lofe of three years of his Handing. 

That no body offer to take up or fetze the fpoils of brothers deceafed r , or other 

dues of the treafury . 

Br. ELION DE VILLENEUVfc. 

4 6 . The fpoils of our brothers belong of right to our treafury : fo that none 
but fuch as are commiffioned by it, are allowed to take, feize, or carry off the 
ready money, gold and filver plate, jewels and other effefts left by our deceafed 
brothers. If any body elfe fhall take above the value of a mark of filver, he 
fhall be deprived of the habit : if what he has taken does not amount to fo 
much, he fhall only be put to the quarantaine. Such as fhall prefume to touch 
the refponfions and dues belonging to the treafury, the mafier and the convent 
fhall lofe the habit, and what has been taken away, fhall be made good to the 
treafury out of the delinquent’s efie£ts. 

• 

Moderation of the foregoing ftatute. 

47. Whereas it feems too fevere to deprive a religious of the habit for any 
fum whatever exceeding a mark of filver, becaufe faults appear more or lefs 
heinous, according to the circumfiances that attend them, and the nature there- 
of, which ought to be duly confidered, we enadt, that whenever the maffer 
fhall complain, that the order has been wronged of more than a mark of filver, 
his complaint fhall be firfl laid before the council, where they fhall carefully 
examine into the nature of the fault : and if it be proved by good depofitions, 
by fadfcs well circumflantiated, or by the confeffion of the perfon accufed, the 
complaint fhall be brought before the publick affembly : the perfon accufed fhall 
be heard before the egard, where the affair fhall be duly examined, they fhall 
there weigh the nature and circumffances of the fault on one fide, and the be- 
haviour and manner of life of the accufed on the other, and after a ferious exa- 
mination of the whole, fhall judge of it according to equity. 

Br. JOHN DE LA VALETTE. 

48. Besides the penalty inflicted by the foregoing Hatutes, we enaflr, that 
if any body has carried off the fpoils, or other dues of the common treafury, 
and his juniors can prove it, they fhall be preferred before him in the difpofal of 
commandries and other efiates : but if after having charged him with the fa£t, 
they cannot make proof of it, they fhall incur the fame penalty. 

Br. DIEU-DONNE DE GOZON. 

4 p. To put a Hop to the infolence of the perverfe, we ena£t, that if any bro- 
ther whatever fhall fly in the face of his fuperior, or revolt and feize on a caflle 
or other fortrefe to oppofe the prior or caftellan of Empofla, or any other that 
3 is 


Digitized by ^.ooQle 



•THiS ORDER OF ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM. ui 

is his proper fuperior, he (hall be condemned to lofe the habit, and be put in 
prifon. 

Of fucb as keep concubines. 

Br. A N T H O N Y F L U V IAN. 

yo. It has been very wifely ena&ed that no brother* of what quality focrer 
he be, (hould be allowed to have, keep, or maintain, concubines in his own 
houfe or elfewhcre, or to have any Commerce with them. If any one, forgetting 
his reputation and honour, (hall offer to do fo* and is publickly taken notice of 
for it, or conviXed of it, either by irreproachable witnefles, or by his own con- 
feflion, and after being thrice admoni(hed by his fuperior to put away that fcan- 
dal from him, (hall dill continue in the fame manner of life for forty days, reckon- 
ing from the fird admonition given him, he (hall, if he is a commander, be de- 
prived of his commandries without any other formality, if he be a brother of 
the convent, he (hall lofe his (landing immediately, and both of them, if con- 
viXed thereof, (hall be deprived of it : and in cafe they (hould be afterwards 
reltored, they (hall be for ten years incapable of having any Commandry, reckon- 
ing from the dav of their being reflored to the habit. The brothers of obedi- 
dience (hall be deprived of the nabir, and all forts of adminidration. The priors 
too, and the cadellan of Empoda, if they are conviXed of this crime, and do 
not reform after being admoniihed three times in the manner above-mentioned 
by the mader and convent, (hall lofe the habit and their priories, as has been 
determined with regard to others. 

Br. PHILIP DE VILLEltS DE LISLE-AI)AM. 

yi. If any brother is impudent enough to own publickly, and breed up a 
child bom out of lawful wedlock, (which the laws exclude from being deemed 
of his family,) and call him by his own and family’s name, as if he was his own 
fon, he (hall be excluded for ever from all dignities, pods r and offices in our 
order. We enaX that fuch publick keepers of concubines, which ought rather 
to be diled inceduous, adulterous, and facrilegious wretches, (hall be incapaci- 
tated to have any edatc, dignity, office, or benefice whatever. If they be al- 
ready prefented to any, we order them to be deprived thereof, and expelled the 
order. 

By publick keepers of concubines we mean, not only fuch whofe concubi- 
nage is known, as the canons fay, by any fentence, or by a confeffion judicially 
made, or becaufe the thing is fo notorious, that it cannot be diiguifed, but like- 
wife fuch as without any fear of God or man, and without any regard to their 
profeffion, keep and maintain women ftifpeXed of incontinency, or fcandalous 
for it, live with them, or elfe fee them frequently, and familiarly. 

Cafes in which the brothers are to be punijbed with the feptaine . 

CUSTOM. 

fz. Whoever, does not come to the afiemblies, or days away from divine 
fervice } whoever, when he is coming out of the feptaine, does not return thanks 
to Godj whoever interrupts the debates of counfellors in the council, or eats 
without his habit, and fuch as their fuperior complains of for throwing reflexi- 
ons upon others, lhall be punifhed with the feptaine. 

Cafes in which the brothers incur the penalty of the quarantaine. 

CUSTOM. 

Such as do not obey orders in war, cannot be puni(hed with a left pe- 
nalty : fuch as play at cards, or dice, to win or lofe money : fuch as intrench 
upon other peoples offices, and brothers that eat at publick houfes and taverns, 
are likewife to be puniihed with it. 
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The manner of executing the feptaine. 

CUSTOM. 

^ 4 . The brother condemned to it, fhall faft for feven days together : they 
fhall on Wcdnefday and Friday give him nothing but bread and water, and fhall 
receive the difcipline every day in the following manner. After taking off his 
mantle, he fhall kneel devoutly before the altar, in the prefence of a prieft of 
our order, who fhall lafh him with a rod over the fhoulaers, faying the pfalm, 
Deus mifereatur noftri &c. Kyrie eleifon, Chrifte eleifon, Pater nofter &c. Salvum 
fee fervum tuum. ]£. Deus meus fperantem in te. f. Mitte ei auxilium de 
fendto. 3 °. Et de Sion tuere eum. ir. Efto ei Domine turris fortitudinis. ^o. A 
facie inimici. f. Domine exaudi orationem meam. Et cum fpiritu tuo. 
Oretnus Deum cui proprium, &c. The brother fhall afterwards rife up, put 
on his mantle again, and kifs the bailiff or fuperior. 

the manner of inflicting the quarantaine. 

ff. He that is condemned to it, fhall faft forty days together, and on Wed- 
nefdays and Fridays fhall have nothing but bread ana water} he fhall eat upon 
the ground, and undergo the difcipline in the following manner. He fhall ap- 
pear before the prieft without any cloaths on, naked and barefoot : and whilft 
the prieft is lafhing him over the fhoulders with a rod, he fhall fey the pfalm, 
Miferere mei Deus, and the prayers above-mentioned. 

Such as pafs through the feptaine and quarantaine are not allowed to ftir from 
home, unlels it be to go to church, where they are to be prefent at all the of- 
fices. Such as fhall be condemned to two or three feptains or quarantains, fhall 
receive the difcipline for only one feptaine or quarantaine. Such as fhall be con- 
demned to the quarantaine and the feptaine, fhall undergo only the difcipline of 
one of them } but they are not to wear arms all that time, but muft go dreffed 
in a long robe with the mantle of the order. 

Of per fens condemned three times to the tower 2 

Br. PETER D’AUBUSSON. 

f6i We ordain, that if any brother be condemned three times tobeimprifoned 
in the tower, he fhall lofe three years of his Handing: if the mafter and council 
do not think fit to moderate the penalty, in regard to the nature of the of- 
fence. 

That the languages or priories Jball have no authority to reflore any hody to 

his flanding. 

Br. PETER DU MONT. 

fj. We ena£t that fuch as have been condemned to lofe their ftandiqg, fhall 
not be reftored to it by the grace of the languages or priories : the mafter fhall 
have no power to give them a licenfe to treat of it } and if he does fo,' it fhall 
be null, as well as any fuch grace, if they offer to grant it. 

Of fuch as quit the habit out of the convent . • 

Br. ELIO N DE V ILLENEU VE. 

f 8 . If any brother out of the. convent, by the force of any temptation, or 
out of the inconftancy of his nature, quits the habit of the order, and repenting 
afterwards, defires to relume it, he may come with fefety and freedom to the 
convent, and go into the hofpital of the fick, Where the director of the infirma- 
ry fhall take care tofiipply him with every thing that is necelftry for him, till 
the mafter and council have come to a relolution either to grant or refufe him 
pardon. In this latter cafe he fhall have his liberty to retire where he pleafes. 
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Of obedience. -- .... , . , 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA S ENGLE. 

f 9. There is nothing that we ought to keep up with greater care than obe- 
dience, without which every fociety muft fall to ruine ; We therefore order, in 
conformity to our old ftatuces, that all our brothers in general, and every one 
of them in particular, obey the juft and lawful commands and commiflions of 
the mafter or their fuperior, without excufing ihemfelves from doing fa Ob any 
account whatever. The brothers of the convent that do not obey their orders 
lhall be punch’d with the feptaine for the firft offence, and with the quaran- 
taine for the fecond. If any one be obftinate enough not to obey at the third 
command, he lhall be deprived of the habir» in cafe he was regularly complain- 
ed of every time that he difobeyed. 

The lame method fhall be obfervcd out of the convent in the priories \ pro- 
vided ftill that the penalty of deprivation of the habit be referved always to the 
mafter and convent, whither the priors are to lend an account of their proceed-- 
ings againft fuch contumacious rebels. If any of our brothers that are out of the 
convent, receive an order from the mafter and convent, and rcfiife to obey it 
the moment he receives it, he lhall, as foon as they have notice of his difobe- 
bedience, be deprived of the habit, without any other form of profccution, ci- 
tation, or admonition, unlefs within nine months from the time that their com- 
mand is Ggnified to him, he acquaints the mafter with the rcafons of his refufal, 
and alledges juft and fufficient impediments for his excufe. 

The priors and caftellan of Empofta are obliged at their own expence, ■ with- 
in their feveral diftri&s, to take care of the execution of the fentcnces and ordi- 
nances of the mafter and council, and the general and provincial chapters, and 
the provilions, mandates, citations, and refcriprs fent by the mafter and con- 
vent, which lhall be directed to them for the publick affairs of the order : fuch 
as relate to the particular affairs of the priories, lhall be executed at the ex- 
pence of fuch as are intcrefted in them. If they refufe to execute them, after 
being duly required to do fo, they lhall lofe a year’s revenue of one of their 
priorial chambers for the firft tiniej two years revenue for the fecond, and for 
the third offence the revenue of the chamber lhall be forfeited to the rreafury 
for the reft of their life. In cafe they perlift in their, contumacy, or negli- 
gence, they lhall be deprived of their priories, and all other adminiftrations 
whatever. 

We enjoin our receivers ih the priories, in cafe the priors refufe to bo at this 
expence, to advance it out of the money of our treafury, and put it down in 
their accompts to the charge of the priors. In cafe the orders are directed to 
the bailiffs, commanders, or other brothers, the bailiff or commander for the 
firft refufal or default of executing them, lhall lofe the third of ay ear’s revenue 
of his bailliage or commandry j for the fecond two thirds j and for the third a 
whole year’s revenue, which lhall be paid into the treafury. For the fourth, 
they lhall be deprived of their bailliage and commandry, which lhall devolve to 
the mafter and convent to be difpofed of by them. The brothers of the con- 
vent lhall for the firft refufal lofe one year of their Handing, two for the fe- 
cond, three for the third, and for the fourth lhall lofe it for ever, unlefs the 
execution of thefe mandates be enjoined under higher penalties: they lhall 
be likewife obliged to make good the damage occafioned by fuch delay. 

Of iU adminiftrators. 

60. Such as by their fault or negligence lhall let the priories, caftellany of 
Empofta, commandries, houfes or other eftates entrufted to their adminiftration, 
fall to decay, lhall, as foon as fuch decay is perceived, be deprived for ever of 
the adminiftration thereof, as ill adminiftrators, without hopes of ever obtain- 
ing any other. Such as lhall fell and make wafte in forefts and woods of large 
trees, lhall be punifhed with the fame penalties, unlefs they employ the timber 
in reparing the buildings which they are to keep up, or for the ufe of the houfe 
they dwell in j in which laft however they are to ufe none but decayed wood, 
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that is of little or no profit. As for copfe woods, which are cut after a cer- 
tain number of years, they lhall conform to the ordinary cuftom of the country. 

Br. JOHN DE LA VALETTE. 

dr. We further enjoin the priors and caftellan of Empofta, as fbon as they 
perceive themfelves, which it is their duty to look after, or are informed by 
others, of the negligence or ill ceconotny of any adminiftrator, to rake away 
the adminiftration from them, and give it to fome difereet and trufty brother, 
to order and manage it, till they have examined well into the mattery and 
lent an account of it to the mafter and convent, to make proper provition in 
the cafe. 

Ip the prior, caftellan of Etnpofta, or bailiff, are themfelves guilty of the 
like fault, the provincial chapter or aflembly, after being fully informed and 
convinced of the fa£fc, {hall at the inftance of the receiver or procurator of the 
treafury, choofe one or two commanders, men of probity, and of tried fideli- 
ty, to manage the priory or bailliage, till the mafter and convent, to whom they 
{hall tranfmit the informations, mall take fuch order in the cafe, as in their 
prudence they fee fit 

Of the puniflment of futb as flay away from divine f voice. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE. 

6i. Our brothers that {hall upon holy days neeleft to go to the church of 
our convent, to hear divine fervice, and particularly to be at mate, vefpers and 
proceffions, {hall, if they had no lawful impediment, be punilhed with the fep- 
raine : fuch its {lull be found, at the time of divine fervice, in the ftrcets, or 
/ fquares, or walking in other churches, lhall undergo the quarantine. 

'that the brothers flail not ufe any ill language in their pleading. 

6t. We forbid all our brothers to give ill language to one another, in the 
prefence of the mafter and council, or before any other courc of the order, or 
commiilaries deputed by it. Such as are guilty of this fault, if what they fity 
be of a {hocking nature, they {hall lofc their caufe immediately, without any 
other proof or allegation, and be imprifoned for fix months : but if it be a flight 
matter, they {hall get off with a confinement of three months. 

That no brother wear arms in the convent at the time of a general chapter. 

Br. JOHN L’EVESQUE DE LA CASSIERE. 

64. We forbid the brothers of our convent to wear, either ofitnfive or de« 
fcnfive, arrtu in the palace at the time that a general (chapter is held, except the 
mailer’s fervant, and fitch as he fhatt give leave to wear them, on pain of lofing 
three years Handing, whether they ere actually fi> much, or are ftill to ac- 
quire it. , 


Of 
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Of the Meaning of Terms. 

TITLE XIX. 

Br. CLAUDE DE LA SENGLE- 

t. T>Y the name of Brothers, we mean all perfons that have made profeflion 

Ml in the order. 

z. The Convent is the place where the matter or his lieutenant, the church, 
the infirmary, and the inns, or eight languages, are together. 

а. The Statutes and regulations of our order, are fitch decrees as are made 
to be obferved for ever, umefs repealed by a general chapter. The Ordinances 
are only oblervcd from one chapter to another, unlefs they are exprefly confirm- 
ed there. 

4 » An Auberge is a term well known to the French, Spaniards and Italians) 
it fignifies an inn, and is the ufual name of the houfes where the brothers eat 
together, according to their languages, and aflemble in. 

y. The Pilicrs are the. eight conventual bailiffs, who are the head, prefidents, 
and pillars, as it were, of their refpc&ive nations, and are therefore ttiled Pi- 
liers. • 

б . Under the name of Bailiff, are comprehended the conventual bailifflt, the 
capitulary bailiffs, the priors and cattellan of Empotta. The term Baillie, in 
old French, fignifies the prefect, or adminittrator of houfes or other eftatesj 
on which account our predeceflors called commandries by the name of Baillie, 
or Bailliagc. And the French ftill ufe the word Bail to fignify leafes of lands 
for a certain time, and on certain conditions. 

7. Marshal, which is the title of the conventual bailiff of the venerable 

language of Auvergne, is a military term which the French have borrowed 
from tnc Germans, to fignify the Tribune or commander of a good body of 
foldiers. 1 

8. Turcopolier, which is the title of the conventual bailiff of the venerable 
language of England, takes its name from the Turcopolcs, a fort of light horffc 
that we read of in the hiftory of the wars of the Chrittians in Paleftine. 

p. Wherever the Council is mentioned Amply and absolutely in our fta* 
tutes, and in the books of the chancery, it is always meant of the ordinary 
council. 

10. Egard is a French word, that fignifies Confederation or refpeft. ’Tis a 
very ancient court, and the firft that was eftablifhed in the hofpital. 

1 1 . .Renfort is a jrot d taken from the fame language, ana fignifies fortify- 

ing or rc-infarcement : lb that Renfort de Renfort, is the fame as to fay, re- 
inforcement of the rc-mfoncement. • 

12. Every thing that is faid of the priors, is to be underftood likewife of 
the cattellan of Empotta: and whenever priories are mentioned, that cattellany 
is underftood to be comprehended under that term. 

1 5. The French terms of Afiembly, or Congregation, fignify the fame thing. 
The firft is ufed to fpecify when our brothers meet together to treat about the 
affairs of the order. 

14. In all aflenoblies of the priories out of the convent, there mutt always be 
three brothers that have been received in the convent, befides the prefidciit. 

if. Under the term Commandry, are comprehended the priories, caftelkn? 
of Empotta, bailliagcs, demefnes, members, houfes, Jands, and eftates of all 
forts, belonging to the order. 

id. Whenever oar ftatutes or bulls ufe the term Benefice, they mean an 
ccclcfiaftical benefice, cither wither without a -cure of fouls. -i • ■ <• ' 

17. By the term Mortuary, is meant all the produce of a commandry, from 
the commander’s deceafe, to the firft of May following. 

18. The Vacancy is the produce of the commandry for one year, after the 
mortuary is expired, and belongs to the treafory. 

iiL Arrears are old debts, or what is ftill left unpaid. 

20. By 
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io. By the Treafury-dues, are meant the fpoils of brothers deceafed, the 
mortuary, vacancy, the refponfions, imports, penfions, paflage fees, and arrears. 

21. In default of paying thefe dues, our brothers are deemed Debtors, fo as 
to be deprived of their commandries and adminirtrations, and difqualified to have 
any others. They are not for other fort of debts deemed debtors to the treafury 
for fuch an effeft, unlcls they have been firft duly admonifhed to pay them, by 
the receivers and procurators in the priories, and by the conventual confervator 
in the convent, and have either been condemned to do f6, or have confcfled the 
debts. 

22. Chevissement comes from the old French word Cheveir, which figni- 
fies to undertake an enterprize one hopes to go thro’ with. ’Tis ufed to fignify 
the firft commandry a brother gets in right of his feniority. 

13. Mutition is another old French word, which fignifies a naming or pro- 
nouncing ; Meutir in old French being the fame as to name or pronounce. The 
brothers ufc this term in the languages to declare the perfon upon whom the 
vacant commandry is conferred. 

14. By Fiarnauds arc meant fuch as were laft profefled in the order, and may 
be called Frefhmen. ’Tis likewife an old French word, commonly ufed in the 
Holy Land, where fuch as were born of Chriftian parents in that country were 
called Polans j but fuch as come to them from countries beyond the fea, where 
they were bom, werp termed Fiarnauds. 

if. The term Languages, exprefles the different nations in our order. 

z 6 . The term Collect, which is taken from the Latin colligerc, and figni- 
fies to get together j is Ufed when our brothers aflemblc together to treat of 
fomething that concerns their language or inn. 

ij. Such as are deprived of the habit, are deemed to be deprived likewife of 
their commandries, benefices and (landing, tho’ it be not fo particularly expref- 
fed, and are to be kept in prifon for the reft of their lives. 

28. W hen the ftatute fpecifies no particular puniftiment, it is to be under- 
flood to leave it to the diferetion of the fuperior. 

zp. Plainte is a French word, eafy enough to be underftood. 

30. Caravans, in the Syriac and Arabic tongues, fignifies a company of 
men that form a fociety for trafficking together. Our predeceflors made ule of 
this term when they picked out brothers to diftribute them into garrifons, and 
on board the galleys, or to fend. them in companies to other places. 

. 31. Solde comes from Sol, a term ufed by the French, Spaniards and Itali- 
ans, to fignify a (ort of money which was the pay of the foldiers. 

32. Gigliats, fo called from the Italian Giglio, which fignifies a lily, arc 
a ulver coin marked with a flower-de-lis, the arms of France. Six of them 
go to make a florin of Rhodes. Some have fancied this coin was lo called 
from the mafter Robert de Juli, who ordered a Gigliat to be given annually 
upon Shrove- Monday to every brother, but this is not very certain. 

33. The Florin of Rhodes is worth twenty Turkilh Afpresj an afpre is 
worth fixteen Rhodian pence s three florins of Rhodes. Six aipres and eight 
pence make a crown of the fun. 

34. The Janets were likewife a filver coin, fo called from Janus King of Cy- 
prus, whofe effigies was (lamped on them. 

3j*. The Difappropriation, or giving up ones property is, when the bro- . 
thers make a declaration of all the furniture, goods and effc&s they have. 

36. All brothers that die in coming to the convent, or in returning thence^ 
-are deemed to die in the convent. 

Br. JO HN D’OMEDES. 

37. The term Parents,, in the proofs of the brother knights, takes in the fa- 
ther, mother, grandfathers and grandmothers on both the father's and mother’s 
fide. 


CONCLU- 

i , 
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Conclufion of the Statutes. 

Br. HUGH DE LOUBENX VERDALE. 

T H E prefent chapter does not order, intend or mean by this renewing, re- 
formation, and new publication of the ftatutes, to derogate from, or pre* 
judice in any manner, either direCtly or indireCtly, the dignities and preroga- 
tives of any perfon whatever. We therefore, by the authority of the chapter 
joined with our own, do enaft, decree, eftablilh, ordain, and exprefly declare* 
that the prefent renewal, ordering and new edition of the rule, ftatutes, cu- 
ftonis and ufages of our order lhall not be made ufe of, under any pretence 
whatfoever, to make any alteration in the ranks, order, feats, precedence, 
authority, prerogatives and privileges of the matter, the church, the hofpital 
or infirmary, the common treafury, the conventual and capitulary baillis, the 
priors, the caftellan of Empofta, the eight languages, or the brothers that 
'compofe them, knights, chaplains or fervants, or of the collations of priories, 
or the agreements, conventions and concordats about the collations of grace, 
which belong to the languages, priories, or caftellany of Empofta, made by 
the brothers that compofe them with the priors and caftellan. But our will is, 
that the faid privileges, prerogatives and concordats made with the faid priors 
and caftellan, with regard to the faid collations, lhall be and remaih really, 
and in faCt, in the fame condition, force and obligation as they were before this 
renewal, which is made with this exprefs referve and intention, that it do not 
affeCt or prejudice them in any refpeCt. 

• Which laws and ftatutes, after having carefully and diligently perufed, ex- 
amined and confidered them, we do, by thefe prefents, commend, approve, 
accept and confirm, as holy, juft, ufeful and necefiary to our order, with the 
authority of the general chapter, and eftablilh them anew, expunging, repeal- 
ing, vacating, cancelling and annulling all other ftatutes, egards and ufages 
contained in the old collections of our ftatutes whatever. 

We declare however and enaft, that the prefent renewal lhall noways affeCt ' 
the privileges and exemptions of our order, the dignities, ranks, feat6, pre- 
eminences and prerogatives of the mafter, baillis, priors, caftellan of Empofta, 
languages or brothers, of what degree and condition foever they be * and we 
enjoin them, in virtue of their holy obedience, to obferve the faid ftatutes and 
every thing therein contained, for the future, inviolably for ever ; to obey 
them fincerely, to deem and keep them as true laws, and take care that they 
be obferved as fuch. In witnefs whereof we have put our ordinary leaden feal 
to thefe prefents. Given at Malta in our convent, during the feffions of the 
general chapter, on the twenty third day of July, 1584. 

Br. Diego de Ovando, Vice-chancellor. 


Ordinances. 

Of the general chapter held A. D. 1631. by the mojl eminent and moft reverend 

grand mafter , 

Br. ANTHONY DE PAULE. 

I N the name of the moft holy and undivided trinity, father, fon and holyghoft* 
Amen. The fixteen moft reverend capitulary lords, chofen by the eminent 
and moft reverend lord brother Anthony de Paule grand mafter, and the facred 
general chapter on Wednefday May 14, 1631. the third day of the chapter be- 
ing no holy day, and deputed commifiaries to confult, decree, and ordain every 
thing that may promote the honour and fervice of the facred order and knights 
of the hofpital of St.John of Jerufalem, being retired the fame day into the 
ufual conclave, in prefence of the moft illuftrious lord Louis Seriftorio, inqui- 

Gg ficor 
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fitor general in this ifland, deputed by our holy father pope Urban VIII. and the 
holy apoftolicfee, and prefiding there, for the obfervation of his holinefs’s briefs 
which was there read and publilhed the fame day, after taking the oath and re- 
ceiving the charge of the moft eminent and moft reverend lord, grand matter, 
having their own duty, and the tenour of the ftatutes before their eyes, void 
of all pattion and intereft, and looking up to our lord Jefus Chrift fuffering 
and dying for us, they have continued their feflion from the faid third day to 
the twentieth capitulary day, being no feftival j and the moft illuftrious lord 
prefident having then, at the defire of his eminence, prolonged the chapter by 
his apoftolical authority, the faid fixteen lords meeting again on the feventh of 
the prefent month of June, at the found of the bell, as ufual, at the motion 
of the venerable lord brother, Touffaints de Terves Boifgirant, hofpitaller, as 
the principal perfon of their number, being all united in brotherly love, after 
ferioufly weighing and debating every particular point referred to them, and 
making ufe of ballotting wherever it was neceffary, have ordained, conftituted 
and decreed as follows. 


Of the Rule. 

TITLE I. 

I. f-p* H E reverend lords the fixteen, after duly weighing the difficulties that 
J. have been always found in the execution of what was ordered formerly 
about the collachio, and how conducive it is to the fervice of God and the good 
of the order to er.eCt a place for the novices in the manner begun lately, pur- 
fuant to the decree of tne venerable council on January 7, 1629. for the knights 
and fervants of arms, viz. by dividing them into three different colleges for 
each of the three nations, the French, Italian and Spaniffi, leaving the Ger- 
mans to make ufe of which of them they pleafe; and to ereCl likewife a cloi- 
fter or habitation for the brother chaplains, clergy, fubdeacons, deacons and 
priefts refiding in the convent, who ffiall be all obliged to live there, purfuant 
to the tenour of the third article about the church made by the precedent ge- 
neral chapter, except fuch as are actually employed in the publick offices of 
the order and treafury, or in the fervice of the moft eminent the grand ma- 
tter, and the magiftral palace, and the two chamberfuls of them belonging .to 
the biffiop of Malta, and the two others depending on the prior of the church, 
provided they dwell in their houfes : As for all the reft, we require them to 
go and live there under the authority of the reverend prior of the church and 
his fubprior, on pain of being punilhed as difobedient perfons, according to 
the tenour of the fifty ninth article of the title of prohibitions and penalties. 

And whereas, by reafon of the low condition of the treafury, which is in 
a manner quite drained at prefent, it has not been practicable as yet to put thefe 
regulations in execution, it has been therefore now ordained, by way of ballot, 
that the firft paffage fees that ffiall be paid to the fervants of the order for dif- 
penfations of minority, granted by the prefent chapter, or to be granted 
hereafter, as far as the fum of thirty thoufand crowns, ffiall be appropriated and 
employed in building the colleges for the novices, and the cloifter for the cler- 
gy *, enjoyning and commanding that all this mqney be brought to the convent, 
and put into a coffer in the tower of the palace, locked up under fix keys, one 
of which ffiall be kept by the moft eminent the grand matter, and the others 
by each of the five commiffioners, named with his eminence’s confent, to put 
the prefent ordinance in execution, viz. the right reverend brother Sauveur 
Imbroll, prior of the church, and the commanders brother Peter Louis de 
Chantillot la Chefe, brother Alphonfus Caftel S. Pierre, brother Don Juan de 
Villaroel, and brother William Henry deValfperg, but ftill under the direction 
and with the intervention of his eminence. We empower likewife the venera- 
ble council to appoint and fubftitute others in their ftead in cafe of need, and 
to give the neceffary orders for the well carrying on fuch an important work, 
and to expedite from time to time, at the rcqueft of the faid commiffioners, 
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proper warrants and aflignments for delivery of the money. We refer it to 
his eminence and the commiflioners, to chufe which of the two works they will 
fet about firft. 

2. They have likewife refolved, by way of ballot, to grant to fuch knights 
as fhall be deputed by the venerable council, to govern one of the three col- 
leges of the novices, and fhall have duly difcharged his truft for three years to- 
gether, and kept the novices in regular difcipline, furnilhed their tables, and 
given them their pittance, as the piliers do in the inns, the privileges of good 
fervice, all one as if they had been captains of the galliesj provided their con- 
duit be approved by the venerable council in the way of ballot, without any 
fuch declaration by word of mouth, as is neceflary to give the captains the 
benefit of it. 

3. The faid lords likewife, that our brothers may know and praitife the 
rule and regulations with the greater eafe, and, being free from the trouble of 
fuits, may attend more quietly on divine fervice, and give themfelves up to 
hofpitality, and the duties of their warfare in defence of the catholick faith, after 
confidering that they have been long ufed to read the regulations in the Italian 
tongue, as being the moft generally underftood in the general chapters, af- 
femblies, egards, councils, and other courts of judicature in the order, have 
appointed the right reverend brother Sauveur Imbroll prior of the church, the 
venerable brother Jufte de Fay Gerlande prior of Auvergne, brother Signorin 
Gattinara, prior or bailli of St. Euphemia, and the bailli brother James Chri- 
ftopher d’Andlopour, jointly with me the vice-chancellor, to look to and exe- 
cute duly all that the faid fixteen have decreed, ordained and promulged in 
the prefent general chapter, to colled the ftatutes and ordinances of chapters 
together, under certain titles, and tranflate them all into Italian, without 
adding any thing new to them v to retrench what appears ufelefs or is re- 
pealed, to leave nothing therein but what is ferviceable and neceflary, to di- 
ftribute and range under their refpedive titles the new ftatutes which have the 
greateft connexion with one another, and to annex to thofe perpetual regula- 
tions Certain ordinances, which, through cuftom and obfervation, have ob- 
tained the force of law, as the faid reverend lords the fixteen have declared* 
but without any power given to the faid commiflioners to do or undo any 
thing that the faid fixteen have ordained and decreed, which they fhall be 
bound to execute punftually, and put the regulations in the name of the moft 
eminent the grand matter. They fhall make a volume thereof/ leaving out fuch 
ordinances as concern the auberges (or inns) and moft of thofe that fpeak of 
the gallies and other things of little confequence, which are put under different 
titles, and were made on different occafions by the venerable councils, that 
they may be obferved at the diferetion and by the authority of his eminence 
and the council. 

As foon as they have drawn up this volume of regulations, which they (hall 
be bound to do within a year, they fhall prefent it to his eminence and the ve- 
nerable compleat council, to be revifed, approved, publilhed, and, in vim 
capituli generalis, expedited under the leaden feal of the convent, to be after- 
wards printed and tranflated into elegant Latin, with the good liking and 
confirmation of the pope and the holy apoftolick fee ; empowering the ma- 
tter and compleat council to fubftitute, in cafe of need, one or more other 
commiflioners for the execution of the prefent commiflion, and to prolong 
the time fixed for it. Declaring further, that every thing which fhall be 
done, digefted and ordained by the faid commiflioners, or fuch as are fubfti- 
tuted in their ftead, fhall, after being approved by the venerable compleat 
council, have the fame force and authority, and be as inviolably obferved, as 
if the whole was made by the faid fixteen reverend lords, and publilhed in 
the prefent general chapter j the apoftolical confirmation however being always 
referved. 


Of 
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Of the Reception of Brothers. 

TITLE II. 

The fixteen lords have corrected the following ftatute , and have given it this 
title with the confent of the grand majler and council neceffary for the reception of 
brothers. 

Br. ALOPHE DE VIGNACOUR, Mafter. 

W E ordain by the prefent perpetual and irrevocable ftatute that fuch as 
are candidates to be received and admitted knights, though their 
proofs are above fufpicion, have been allowed as good, and valid, and been 
judicially approved upon a full hearing in any court whatfoever, yet they 
fhall not be admitted to the habit or to make their profeflion, without the 
confent of the grand mafter and council given in the way of ballot, and two 
thirds of them voting in favour of the candidate. The grand mafter and 
council fhall not be obliged to declare the reafon why they will not give 
their confent, which fhall be ballotted for in the venerable Council, after the 
year of noviceihip and probation is out. 

The fame fhall be obferved with regard to the admiftion of brother 
chaplains and fervants of arms, fo that fuch as fhall have the habit given 
them or be allowed to make their profeflion, without this formality, fhall 
enjoy no right or privilege of feniority , whereas fuch as have been after- 
wards legally admitted with this confent fhall be confidered as their Seniors, 
and objedt the want of it to them on all occafions. 

i. The fixteen reverend lords for good reafons and confederations, have in 
the way of ballot refolved to admit no fitter into the monaftery of our fitters 
of S. Urfula in our city Valette, till the firft general chapter. 

2. The fixteen reverend lords of the chapter declare, and forbid the admif- 
fion of any body whatever for the future, in the convent or out of it, and 
the giving of them the habit of our order, in any rank but the three which 
are diftinguifhed and declared in the fecond, twenty ninth and thirtieth ftatutes 
of the reception of brothers, after having produced good and fubftantial 
proofs of their gentility and legitimacy, according to the tenour of the faid 
and other ftatutes. That whatever fhall be done contrary thereto, lhall be 
null to fuch a degree that it may be urged againft them on all occafions, as 
a fuflkient reafon to fet afide their profeflion, and force them in a judicial 
way, to quit the habit that has been given them fo irregularly. 

3. The fame lords have after a due ballotting ordained, that they fhall ftrike 
out of the Regulations, all the terms that make mention of brother fervants, 
of ftage or office, and that no fuch brothers fhall be admitted into the or- 
der for the future : they thinking fit to fupprefs them for certain reafons that 
concern the reputation and advantage of the order. 

4. The fame lords have confirmed and ordained that fuch as have been 
once admitted in a rank of grace, fhall not be received into a rank of juftice j 
on pain of their reception being null. 

5. The fame lords having examined the twenty fourth ftatute of the title 
of the reception of brothers, have declared it fuperfluous, on account of the 
five years prefcription, and have ordered it to be ftruck out of the collec- 
tion of the new ftatutes. 

6 . The fame lords have ordained, that if any brother of what condition 
and rank foever he be, has been received in one language or priory, he can- 
not be afterwards received in another, unlefs he firft renounces the language 
and priory wherein he was received at firft, though he fhould have a grace 
from the language or priory for it. 

7. The fame lords to put a flop to the prefumption of fome candidates 
f<Sr reception , contrary to the laudable conftitutions of the order and the 
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cuftoms introduced in favour of the true nobility, have ordained that fuch 
as defcend from a father or grandfather, by either the father’s or mother’^ 
fide, that has been either a regifter, publick notary , or fcrivener, (hall ne- 
ver be admitted into the order in quality of a brother knight. 

8. The fame lords have ordained that the proofs of gentility for the knights 
(hall be received and carefully examined by commiflioners deputed for 
that purpofe, not only in the place of their birth, but likewile in tnat of the 
origine of their families, of their father, mother and grandfathers ; and in fai- 
lure thereof fhall be rejeded as null, and the eommiffioners be obliged tp 
make or caufe new ones to be made in the faid places, at their own ex- 
pence. 

9. The fame lords have at the requeft of the venerable priory of Catalo- 
nia, and the Catalan and Majorquin brothers , ordained that the proofs of 
gentility fhall be for the future made there, as well as in the other priories 
of the order in the manner and form following, and with the declarations 
therein contained, viz. 

That the Majorquin knights fhall with the certificate of their baptifm, 
prefent to the provincial chapter, their genealogy and coat of arms, and the 
chapter appoint two perfons for commiflioners, one a Catalan and the other 
a Majorquin, of fuch as are aftually in the kingdom of Majorca, to make 
the proofs according to our ftatutes ; for which purpofe they fhall configu 
an hundred crowns into the hands of the Catalan knight, to go to Majorca 
to make the proofs. He is however obliged to declare whether he will go 
thither immediately or no, that the fame chapter may name another, and me 
Majorquin knight if he does not go out of the city of Majorca, fhall have 
no right to demand a falary. 

In cafe they are obliged to go out of that city for the proof of fome quar- 
ters that are neceflary, they fhall give each of them twenty five reals of 
Caftile a day, reckoning from the day of their fetting out from the city of 
Majorca, till their return into the faid city. If there be no Catalan knight 
in Majorca that cares to take the journey, the provincial chapter fhall name 
fome other knight that is in the city, to go thither without claiming any &- 
. lary: The proofs may be made by any knight whatever that is profefled. 

If there is not any knight of the order at Majorca, and there be a Major- 
quin in Catalonia, proper to receive the proofs and willing to go thither, he 
fhall have the fame falary as the Catalan, to go to Majorca. If there be none 
at all, they may make ufe of fbme chaplain oftjie order that is at Majorca pro- 
vided he has made his profeflion, though he has not refided altogether fo 
long as is requifite to qualify him duely to receive the proofs. 

The Catalan knights fhall make their proofs with the fame formalities as 
the Majorquins, according to the ftatutes of the order. Before the com- 
miffioners ftir from Barcelona, to go and receive the proofs, they are to have 
each of them configned them twenty five reals of Caftile a day, reckoning 
from the time of their fetting out till their return. If the proof be made Hi 
Barcelona, no confignation ihali be hude there any more than at Majorci. 
The commiflioners fhkfl pitch on a publick notary fuch as they think prop- 
er, at Barcelona, as well as at Majorca. 

The candidates fhall offer themfelves only from May to May, and from 
one provincial chapter to another. 

Witnesses fhall not be admitted, to depofe till they are at leaft forty years 
old, that the proofs, may be made According to the ftatutes of the order. 
As foon as they are finifhed, .the commiflioners fhall add their' own opinion 
thereof, and make ail up in a packet, which they fhall Teal with their arm?, 
and fend it to the provincial chapter at Barcelona. They are not to deliver 
them to the party tiH then. If nothing appear to the contrary within the 
year following, and the candidates can come, to the convent, they fhall de- 
liver them to them, whether they be Catalans or Majorquins, making oath 
that they could not give them during the faid year, as knowing well the ob- 
ligations they were under, of giving them to the chapter or of making oath 
in it, that the reception of the candidate may be made as Is required by the 
ftatutes. 

H h To 
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To put an end to the differences between the Catalans and Majorquins 
with regard to the quarters of citizens, they Shall be obliged to prove that 
they have been fo for above one hundred years, by the records and regi- 
sters of the towns. If there be none to be found, the proof Shall be made 
by witneffes. 

Such as meet in the provincial chapter to examine the proofs. Shall all 
take an oath upon their habit, that they will reveal nothing at all of what 
(hall be Said upon the examination of the faid proofs. 

As Soon as the commiflioners that made them, if they be prefent, have 
Spoke ther fentiments , they are obliged to withdraw, bong not to be pre- 
sent, or vote at the examination that is to be made of them. 

The commiflioners when they make the proofs are obliged to draw up 
two originals thereof Signed with their own hands and fealed with their arms, 
with their opinions annexed thereto, one of which Shall be kept in the ar- 
chive of Barcelona, that in cafe the other be lofl by any accident , the can- 
didate may have a copy of it, and not be obliged to begin again. 

In the point of proofs, fuch as vote in the provincial chapter Shall do it 
with fecrefy, in the way of ballotting, and not otherwife. 

With regard to the proofs of clergy, their poverty hinders the making 
any innovation therein. 

The notary of the provincial chapter Shall have no more than fifty reals 
for all fees of commiffion and expedition of the proofs. 

The hundred crowns falary given to the Catalan knight to go to Major- 
ca to receive the proofs, and to the Majorquin knight to go to Barcelona 
Shall be paid, viz. fifty at the provincial chapter when he Shall be named 
commissioner, and the other fifty when the Catalan Shall arrive at Majorca, 
on pain of nullity of the proofs. 

10. The fixteen reverend lords for Securing the peace and tranquillity of the 
convent, have refolved in the way of ballot, and ordained, that all the bro- 
thers of our order, of what condition foever they be, and novices too that 
are already received, lhall enjoy their feniority according to the time and or- 
der of their reception, before the holding of the prefent chapter ; fo that 
they cannot make any alteration at all therein to the prejudice of any body 
elfc under any pretence whatever, not even in cafe of any Special grace from 
the prefent general chapter. They have moreover reduced all and every the 
graces granted or to be granted with regard to receptions and feniority, to 
the mere point of right and juftice, according to the tenour of the ftarutes, 
and enjoin them to be fo regulated for the future by the venerable council. 

11. They have enafted and ordained that for the future every knight Shall 
in his proofs infert the genealogy of his family, and extra&ionof his anceftors 
by the father’s and mother’s fide, with their coats of arm/s painted with their 
different enamels and colours , viz. thofe of their father and mother, their 
grandfather and grandmother, by the father’s fide and their grandfather and 
grandmother by the mother’s fide, vocal and literal proofs Shall be produced 
to Shew, that for at leaft an hundred years laft paft, the families they are 
defeended from, bore the refpe&ive arms aferibed to, them , and in failure 
thereof, the proofs Shall be rejected as null. 

12. They have decreed and ordained that according to the twenty firft article 
of the title of the reception of brothers, no brotherknight, conventual chap- 
lain or fervant of arms Shall be receive^ put of the convent, notwithstanding 
any difpeniation whatsoever* that they Shall be all obliged to pafs a year’s 
novicefhip there , and receive the habit and make their profelfion there in 
the ufual forms: declaring every thing null that Shall be done contrary to 
the prefent Statute, and that the brother knights, chaplains, and fervants of 
arms that receive the halpit out of the convent. Shall have no right to any 
Handing on that account. 

They have likewife revoked all faculties of refervation, for receiving the 
habit, and _ going through the novicefhip and making profession out of the 
convent, either granted or to be granted, by the prelent chapter or by fub- 
lequent ones, to all novices and others that have been or Shall be admitted 
into our order, except that which has been granted to Don Michel de la Cueva, 
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natural and legitimate fon to the moft illuftrious and excellent lord the duke 
of Albuquerque, viceroy of Sicily. 

13. They have after ballotting decreed and ordained, that- confidering how 
indecent it is for feculars to wear the habit of our a order, juft as if they were 
religious, no body whatever lhall be allowed to wear it, unlefs he has ac- 
tually made his profeffion and vows in our order to be a fovereign prince. 
If any body dfe is minded to wear it, or has been allowed to do fo under 
pretence of devotion, he lhall not have leave to wear it, unlefs he pays four 
thoufand crowns of gold, of the value of fourteen tarins each, into our com- 
mon" treafury for his pafiage fees, and proves at the fame time that he is de- 
fended from noble parents, as well by the father as the mother’s fide in lawful 
marriage, and not fprung from any Jew, Sarazen, or other Mahometan. 

14. The faid fixteen reverend lords, in conformity to the foregoing general 
chapter, have refolved by way of ballot, and revoked all permilfions for wear- 
ing the habit of our order, granted under pretence of devotion to any fecular 
perfons, of what quality and condition foever they be, by the prefent general 
chapter, or that might be granted by the compleat council of refervation 5 
as alfo all permilfions for receiving the habit of obedience granted by the 
prefent general chapter, contrary to the tenour of theftatutes, or to be granted 
by the compleat council of refervation. 

Reserving however to the moft eminent lord the grand mafter the privi- 
lege of giving the habit of knight of his magiftral obedience to four perfons, 
fuch as he lhall pleafe to chufe, provided there are not above two of them 
Italians, and that they make proof of their legitimacy ; that they have not 
been guilty of murder; that they have not led a loofe life; that they have not 
confummated marriage ; that they have not made profeffion in any other order; 
that they are not in debt ; that they are not defeended from Jews, Sarazens or 
hereticks, and that they have never been mechanicks. They lhall each of 
them pay an hundred crowns of gold, of fourteen tarins value, to our treafury 
for their paflage fees. 

15. They have, for explaining the twenty fifth article of the reception of 
the brothers, enaCted and ordained, that, for the future, no objection lhall be 
made to brother knights, chaplains, or fervants of arms, with regard to. their 
condition or ftanding, after five years are pafied from the time of their admif* 
lion, the rights of the treafury always referved, unlefs they are charged with 
being defeended from Jews, Marans, Sarazens, or other Mahometans, which 
may be judicially called in queftion, and determined at any diftance of time 
whatever. 

In reforming and correcting the feventh article of the feme title, they have 
enaCted and ordained, that no perfon, defeended in any manner whatever 
from Jews, Marans, Sarazens, or other Mahometans, or from any body fo re- 
puted by common fame, lhall be admitted tothe habit, or allowed to profefs 
himfelf of the order in any rank whatever: If any fuch perfon has been received 
of grace, and made his profeffion accordingly, his reception lhall ftill be null 
and of no force. If the faCt be well proved, he lhall be expelled the order, and 
condemned to reftore all the revenue he has received from it, directing this 
prefent ordinance to be read to all novices received or to be received before 
they arc admitted to profeffion, that they may not at any time plead ignorance 
for excufe. 

16. The faid fixteen reverend lords have, at the requeft of the venerable 
languages, repealed all other ftatutes and ordinances made upon this fubjeCt, 
except the following one made by the venerable language or Germany, and 
have corrected the ftatute afterwards as follows: 

Such as are born out of lawful wedlock. 

Br. ALOPHE DE VIGNACOUR, Mafter. 

We forbid any perfon to be received into our order for the future that is 
born out of lawful wedlock, except the fons of kings and fovereign princes, 
excluding all other illegitimate fons, though of dukes and peers of France, or 

grandees of Spain. „ 
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if. Thu faid fixteen reverend lords, at the inftance of the venerable Ian* 
guage of Germany, have decreed and ordained, according to the ancient and 
laudable cuftom which has been obferved at all tithes, that no body (hall be 
admitted into it but who is born in lawful wedlock, though he fhould be the 
fon of 1 foverelgn prince ; enjoyning that all baftards in general (hall be exdu* 
ded from it for ever. 

t8. Tan faid lords, agreeable to the precedent general chapter, have (pe* 
daily and exprefly revoked all faculties or graces of reception, granted or cq 
be granted, by any authority, and under any pretence whatever, to baftarda 
and illegitimate perlbns, it being our refolution to exclude them for ever from 
entering into the order, and to make them incapable of being admitted either 
as knights, chaplains, or fervants of arms, on pain of nullity of their recep- 
cion, not deiigning however to alter the ftatuce above made in relation to 
them. 

19. The faid lords have ordained, that the commilfioners which (hall bn 
deputed in the convent by the venerable languages, or priories, and the ca- 
ftellany of Empofta, to examine and make their report of the proofs of 
gentility and tne legitimacy of candidates, (hall make the report to the 
language, priory, or caftcllany of Empofta, within a month at fartheft, after 
the day they are named, on pain of being fined twenty five crowns, to be 
paid to the venerable language, priory or caftellany, and of feeing others 
named for that commilfioa, who (hall be fubjefit to the feme obligation and 
penalty. 

20. The faid lords, at the inftance of the venerable language of Provence, 
have ordained, that the proofs of the gentility of the knights (hall be made 
there juft as they are in the venerable priory of Caftile : sefides which, the 
commilfioners (hall have the proofs written and taken by a royal notary * and 
(hall be drawn by lot out of a box, where they (hall put tickets with the names 
of all the knights of either of the languages that are qualified to be fo, and art 
actually in the province, and have refidea five years in the convent, where they 
(hall draw likewife by lot the commilfioners of the candidates that ft&nd to be 
received in that language. - 

21. The (aid lords, at the inftance of the venerable languages of the pro* 
vintes of Auvergne and France, have ordained, that fuch as would be admit* 
ted in quality of brother knights, (hall prove that their greac grandfathers and 
great grandmothers, by both the lather's and mother's fide, were gentlemen 
of name_and arms, and their defendants ; which proof (hall be made by tefti- 
monies, patents, writings, contracts, and inftruments of feignioral rights ~ 
They (hall likewife have the arms of the (bur lines blazoned, and the commif- 
fioners that are to take thefe proofs, muft be ten years Handing, and have re* 
fided five in the convent. 

22. As the venerable language of France oonfifts of three priories, and it 
may happen that there are not knights enough in one of the priories qualified 
to receive the proofs, they (hall in fuch cafe be allowed to take them out of 
another, whofe names (hall be likewife dcawn by lot, to execute that Angle 
tommilfion. 

2$. The faid lords, at the inftance of the venerable language of Italy, 
have refolved a new, and ordained, that they (hall obferve in it for the future 
in what regards the choice of commilfioners, the examination of witnefles, the 
reviling of the proofs in the provincial chapter, and the procedings in the con- 
vent, the following formalities, befides what is common to the other lan- 
guages. 

The candidates Ihall prefenc to the provincial chapter a manorial, contain- 
ing their own name and furname, and thofe of their father and mother, grand- 
fathers and grandmothers by father and mother's fide, and their countrey. In 
order to chufe the commilfioners, the chapter lhall caufe the names of all the 
commanders and knights of juftice within the priory, that are twelve years 
Handing at ieaft, and have refided five in the convent, to be wrote upon di- 
ftimft tickets, except that of the lieutenant of the. priory, which is not put into 
the box :• All the reft (hall be- put in, and two ihall be drawn by lot, to receive 
all the proofs that are to be made. The box (hall be locked with two keys, 
- 1 * • * and 
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and remain in the hands of the prior or his lieutenant, wHq (hall keep one of 
them, the other fliall be delivered to the knight of the longeft ftanding, that 
in cafe ,one of the commiflioners lhould not be able to aft by reafon of fick- 
nefs, or fdme other impediment, the prior or his lieutenant may call an afiem- 
bly, and draw out another, to fupply the place of him that caniiot aft in the 
very fame manner that he was chofen. 

The prior or his lieutenant fhall oblige the candidate to depofite a rea- 
fonable fum for the charges of the commiflioners, the expence and attendahce 
of the notary. As foon as the commiflioners have received the commiflion, 
they fhall repair to the place of the birth aiid extraction of the candidate, where 
they . fhall take Care tQ colleft the proofs, and inform themfelves of witnefies, 
which they may examine privately, and muft chufe out of the moil noble and 
honourable perfons for their quality, and the oldeft inhabitants of the place, 
men of probity, reputation and good confcience, and conftant frequenters of 
the facrame'nts : After which they fhall ftick to the model here prefcribed, and 
examine them apod the following interrogatories; 

Interrogatories for the examination of the witnejfes produced for the proofs of the 
knights which Jhall deftre to be admitted in the venerable language of Italy. 

1. They fhall afk the witnefs, whether he has flood godfather with Mr. N. 
whole proofs are making, or is any way related to him? Whether he knew that 
he was to be examined? or has had it fuggefted to him what he lhould de- 
pofe ? 

2. Whether he knows Mr. N. ? how long he has known him? where he 
was born? whofe fon he is? what age he is of P 

3. Whether the faid N. has been always reputed, treated and Owned by 
his father and mother as their common, legitimate and natural fon? whether 
fuch as knew him believed him fuch? 

4. Whether the faid N’s father and mother Were lawfully married toge- 
ther ? whether all that knew them believed that they were really married? 

, 5. Whether the faid N. is defcended of a family that has been always 
Chriftian, without . any mixture of Jews, Moors, Sarazens, or other infidels ? 

fi. Whether the faid N. is found both in body and mind, without any 
defeft or unftatuablenefs in his perfon? whether he is fit to carry arms? 

7. Whether he has worked himfelf at any mechanick employment ? whe- 
ther he has been engaged in any traffick or merchandife of wool, filk or 
other fluff? whether he has ever. been a banker, calhier or book-keeper? 
whether he has followed any, and what trade ? what fbrt of perfons he edn- 
Verfes with? 

8; Whether he has committed any murders? whether he has been under 
profecution for any crime? whether he has lead a fcandalous and loofe life ? 

9. Whether he has not profeflfed himfelf of fome religious order? whether 

he is married? whether he has confummated his marriage? whether he is deeply 
in debt? - , 

10. Whether he is born and defcended- nobly on the fide of his father; 
grandfather; and other anceflors of the family Of N. ? 

. n. Whether Madam N. his mother was born and defcended on the 
fide of N. her father, her grandfather, and other anceflors of the family of N.? 
if that family be noble of name and arms, at leall for two hundred years lafl 
,, .. . ... 

1 2. If Madam N. his grandmother by the father's fide, was bdrn and de- 
fcended nobly on the fide of N. her father; her grandfather and her anceflors 
of the family of N.? whether it be noble and ancient as above? • 

13. If Madam N. his grandmother by the mother's fide, was born and de- 
feended, nobly on the fide of N. her father, her grandfather, and her anceflors. 
Of the family of N.? whether it be noble and ancient as above? 

14. Whether he knbws that any of thefe four families, or even the faid 
candidate N. are in pofleflion of any lands, jurifdiftions, revenues; Or other 
iftates and effefts belonging to the order? 

j 
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15. Whether the faid four houfes, N. N. N. and N. from which the 
laid candidate N. defcends, be noble of name and arms? whether they be 
deemed fo in the world? for how long time have they been fo deputed? 
whether they are all originally of the town of N.? or if he knows from what 
place they come? 

1 6 . Whether the faid N’s father, mother, and grandfathers by the fa- 
ther’s and mother’s fide, be legitimate and natural, generally owned as fuch by 
all that knew them ? 

17. Whether the men of thofe families have always lived, and do Hill live 
like gentlemen on their revenues, and in fuch a manner as to diftinguilh them- 
felves from the people, without having ever followed any mean and mechanick 
tfade? 

18. Whether they have been from time to time, and ftill be in any poft, 
magiftracies, dignities and employments of diftinftion in the town, which are 
generally given only to true gentlemen, which of them have been or now 
arefo? what coats of arms they gave? where they have feen them? and for 
how long time? 

19. Whether in the nomination, election and difpofal of fuch polls, ma- 
giftracies, dignities, and employments of confequence, there do not fome- 
times get in men of mean birth, that are gentlemen on no account! 

20. Whether the father, mother, grandfathers and grandmothers of the 
faid Mr. N. ever were guilty of any crime, that would taint and derogate 
from their gentility? 

21. Whether in fuch city, they do not fometimes take plebeian families 
into the body of their gentry ? whether the four families in queftion are not 
of the number of thofe that have been fo taken in, and how long lince? 

22. Whether the witnefs knows what he has depofed , of his own certain 
knowledge by herefay, or by having feen it in writing, what other gentlemen 
there are qualified to give Information in the cafe : 

After the notary has drawn up and figned all thefe depofit;ons with his 
own hand, the commiflioners lhall annex their own opinion to it in clear and 
intelligible terms, without referring themfelves for it to the chapter; if they 
do not care to do fo, they muft fpecify at leaft the reafon why they decline 
it: They lhall lap up and feal them on the in and out fide with their feals that 
no body may know the contents but the provincial chapter, after they have 
been read there and figned by fuch as aflifted at it, they lhall be fealed up 
again and fent to the convent, to the language of Italy, with a diftind: let- 
ter or certificate importing that the proofs were read and examined in the 
provincial chapter : without which certificate they could not be admitted ei- 
ther in the langnage or the council. 

All proofs made without thefe formalities lhall be null, and lhall not be 
admitted in any manner whatever. If a brother wants the qualifications re- 
quiiite in a commilfioner to make the proofs, or has not duely obferved the 
contents of this prefent ftatute, or not put the interrogatories above preferib- 
ed, he lhall pay all the expences that have been made in that commilfiorl 
or lhall be made in the new one that is to be iflued out, and be fined an 
hundred crowns of gold to the treafury, and till he has paid it , lhall be 
deemed a perfon incapacitated for preferment as being a debtor to the trea- 
fury. 

As foon as the proofs are prefented to the language, commiflioners lhall 
be deputed by it and drawn by lot ; who lhall perufe them and afterwards 
read the proofs in the aflembly of the language. 

We declare further that the contents of the cardinal grand matter Ver- 
dale’s ftatute in relation to merchandife, does not extend farther than the 
perfon of the candidate , and lhall not regard in any manner the commerce 
which his father or anceftors may have carried on in the cities of Genoa, Flo- 
rence, Pifa and Lucca. 

23. The venerable language of Italy has likewife defired a further provifion 
to be made, that in the provincial chapters and aflemblies, before they de- 
pute commiflioners to take the proofs, they lhall appoint others to examine 
the inftruments and writings produced by the candidate in proof of his gen- 
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tility: As foon as they have been fummarily examined, they ftiall chufe the 
other commiflioners. 

. 24. The faid lords have confirmed the capitulary ordinance made in the 
foregoing chapter which allows the venerable language of Italy not to receive 
any brother fervant for ten years ; and have prolonged the privilege till the 
jfirfl: general chapter, before which they fhall not admit any brother fervant. 

25. The faid lords, at the inftance of the fame language, have ordained 
that no more than three crowns of gold a day, {hall be paid to each of the 
fcommiflioners deputed to go and receive the proofs, for their own and their 
fervants expences , and the half of that fum to the notary, who is to write 
them. The commiflioners at the bottom of their account of the execution of 
their commiflion, fhall fpecify what they have received : When it is brought to 
the convent, the prefident fhall reprefent what has been advanced them, 
and if it appear that they have received more than the ftated allowance, the 
commiflioners, or he that is found guilty, fhall not only pay back that over- 
plus, but fhall be deemed for the future incapacitated to make either proofs 
pr ameliorations, and the candidate that does not difcover the truth, fhall 
lofe three years of his ftariding, for the benefit of his juniors. 

Enjoining this ordinance to be inferted in all commifiions for receiving 
the proofs, that no body may plead ignorance for cxcufe, with regard to the 
priory of Lombardy, where by reafori of the war, provifions are become 
very dear, the commiflioners who fhall make the proofs, may take a crown 
of gold more a day, till the firft general chapter. 

The faid lords, at the inftance of the venerable priory of Caftile and Le- 
on, have ordained that fuch as fhall offer themfelves to the prior and the 
provincial chapter to be admitted in it, fhall reprefent their defign in a peti- 
tion , after the reading of which they fhall declare the place where they are 
born, the names and furnames of their fathers, mothers, and their grandfa- 
thers and grandmothers on both fides, and the place from whence they derive 
their extraction , and fhall leave a memorial thereof in the hands of the fe- 
cretary of the chapter, who is obliged to fecrefy, with fuch a fum of money 
to pay the charge of making the proofs, as the priour and chapter fhall 
regulate. 

The priour and chapter lhall then, with fuch fecrefy, that the candidate 
fhall know nothing of it, depute two brother knights for commiflioners, one 
of which muft be a commander, difcreet and exadt men, to receive the proofs, 
enjoining them under fuch penalties as they fhall think fit, to go immediate- 
ly after taking the oath for the due and faithful execution of their commif- 
fion without any excufe or delay, to the birth place of the candidate his pa- 
rents and grandfathers, to inform themfelves with all poffible fecrefy of his 
gentility and whether he has all the qualifications required by our ftatutes , 
and to draw up an exadfc account in writing of all that they have difcovered, 
fign it with their own hands, and fend it in a packet fealed with their coats 
of arms by a fafe hand to the priour and chapter, where the whole fhall be 
read and examined. If the chapter find the proofs fubftantial and duely 
made, they fhall deliver them to the candidate td go on with his reception, 
and give him back the overplus of his money, in cafe he depofited too much ; 
all which formalities fhall be obferved on pain of nullity. We require like- 
wife the fame forms to be obferved that have been hitherto ufed, in regard 
of making the proofs, and that the prefent ftatute be inferted in all commit" 
fions that fhall pafs hereafter for this purpofe. 

Enjoining the faid commiflioners not to leave imperfect fuch as they have 
once begun, nor to lodge, eat or drink in the houfes of the candidate, his 
relations or anybody fufpefted to favour him : They are on the contrary obli- 
ged to difguife themfelves as much as may be, fo as to execute their commif- 
fion without affording the leaft ground for fiifpicion. Finally they leave the 
prior and provincial chapter authority to regulate the allowance of the faid 
commiflioners, which however fhall not be lefs than forty reals of Caftile a day 
to each of them, in proportion to the time that this affair will neceffarily take 
them up. 
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27. The &me lords* at the inftance of the faid priory of Caftilfc and Leon* 
have ordained, for the faid priory only, that from henceforward no comman- 
der or knight lhall be commiffioned to receive the proofs of knights, chaplains, 
or fervants of arms, unlefs he is twelve years (landing, and has refided five ift 
the convent : That the original of thefe proofs lhall be fent thither, and a co- 
py thereof in due form kept there, to prevent any doubts and difficulties that 
may arife in relation thereto* which copy lhall be put in the archives, as ufual* 
to be confulted upon occalion. 

That the commiffioners deputed to receive the proofs of gentility and ame- 
lioration, lhall be drawn by lot out of the brother knights only, and the con- 
ventual priors lhall fend every year to the fecretary of the laid chapter* a lift of 
fuch as are qualified to be chofen; 

29; The fame lords, at the inftance of the venerable priory of Portugal* 
have forbid the delivering, in provincial chapters or afiemblies, of any corn- 
million for receiving the proofs of knights, till the candidate has prefented to 
them his own genealogy, or that of his father or brother, as he chufes, not r 
withftanding the ordinance made in the general chapter of 1578 ; that he lhall 
be obliged to prove at leall four degrees of gentility on the father’s fide, well 
juftified by the king’s book ; and if any prefident lhall fign the commilfion with- 
out having firft feen fuch a genealogy as is fpecified above* he lhall forfeit two 
hundred crowns to the. common trealury. ... 

30. The fame lords, by way of amendment to the twentieth article of the 
, fame title, have ordained, that the commiffions for the proofs of knights* 

chaplains, and brother fervants of arms of all the venerable languages* lhall be 
demanded and iffued out in the provincial chapters, or in the provincial aflem- 
blies to be held fix months after, in which chapters or afiemblies they may 
likewife admit and pafs the faid .proofs entirely. 

If by chance a year pafies without a chapter being held in a priory, they 
tnay call there two afiemblies for the famepurpofe, one in the. month of May* 
the other in November* taking away from the venerable ordinary council all 
authority of delivering out any commifiion for making proofs, on pain of 
nullity* As for fuch as have been already made and examined by the afiem- 
bly, they lhall Hand good, provided they are duly and regularly made in all 
other refpe&s. . ... , 

31. The fame lords have ordained, that if any proofs of gentility or legitb 
macy be reje&ed in the provincial chapter or aflemoly, and the candidate de- 
mands them back, they lhall make no difficulty of delivering them, after how- 
ever having taken a Copy of them, collated at his expence, to be put in the 
archive of the provincial chapter, and fealed them up with the feal of the 
lame chapter, provided however that nothing herein any ways alter theoldufage 
obferved in the language or priory of Germany. 

32. The fame lords have forbid the granting, for the future, in provincial 
chapters or afiemblies* any commiffions for receiving the proofs of knights* 
chaplains, or fervants of arms, till the candidates have prefented themfelves 
there, that it may be known whether they are found of body and mind, are in 
good health, and no way maimed in any member, and whether they -are fit to 
be employed in divine fervice or the exercife of arms, for which they offer 
themfelves. If they want any one of thefe qualifications, it will be in vain for 
them to pretend to make their proofs. 

33. The fame lords have forbid the delivering out, for the future, any 
Commiffions for making proofs of the gentility of the knights* or of legitimacy 
for the fervants of arms, unlefs they are at leaft fixteen years old, and have 
produced an authentick copy of the regifter of their baptifm in due form tq 
prove their age * declaring that the age of feventeen and eighteen, mentioned 
in the thirteenth article of the reception of the brothers, is a competent one 
for the making of the proofs, and the examination and review of them in the 
provincial chapters and afiemblies to which they are to be prefented * in confequence 
whereof the candidate may carry them himfelf to the convent in due form. 

34. But whereas, notwithstanding the copy of the regifter of baptifm. 
Which lhould certainly fpecify the age (of the gentleman candidate, he feems 
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fdmetimes to be a great deal younger, from whence it follows, either that the 
copy of the regifter is forged, or the candidate is a dwarf not fit for military 
employments, the fame lords, to prevent this * incovenience, have ordained, 
that the prefidents of the provincial chapters or affemblies, who are not upon 
the credit of the copy of the regifter very certain, that the candidate Is really 
fixteen years compleat, and yet give out commiffiorts to make the proofs, 
fhall be fin’d three hundred crowns to the treafury, and commiffioners that 
accept them, each of them i hundred, and fill they have actually paid their 
fines, fhall be deemed debtors, and incapacitated to receive any favour from 
the order. . 

As foon as the candidate arrives at the convent, before or after he has 
been prefented to the language or priory-, he fhall be prefented likewife, by 
the pilier of his language, td the firft council that fhall be held for the affairs 
of the order •, and if he does hot feem, by his figure, to be really of the age 
fpecified by the copy of the regifter Of his baptifm, he fhall not have either 
his ftanding, table or ftipend, till a certain time fixed by the venerable chap- 
ter. His narnauds, or juniors, fhall be for five years at liberty to make this 
objection to him, and to prove 4 it, in order to make him lofe fo much of his 
ftanding. Befides, in the three venerable languages of France, with regard td 
the proofs of baptifm, an order fhould be obtained from the bifliop, his vi- 
car general or official for producing the parifh regifters, which fhall be prefent- 
ed to the commiffioners who are enjoined upon their confciences to examine 
them carefully. 

35. The fame lords, by way of confirmation of the twenty eighth article 
of the fame title, forbid the giving the habit of the order to any novice, who 
has behaved himfelf ill, and lived diforderly during his novicefhip *, and for an 
account thereof, they rely on the confcience of the commiffaries of the no- 
vices. 

36. The fame lords, confidering the inconveniences arlfing from the pre- 
cipitation with which the habit of the order is given to children, have forbiathe 
giving it, for the future, to any child, of any rank or condition foever, though 
even page to the grand mafter, who fhall not, at the end of his novicefhip* 
be old enough to make his profeffion ; Without which let none prefume to wear 
the linen crofs on his habit in the convent Or out of it, on pain of lofing two 
years of his ftanding for the advantage of his fiarnauds* except fuch pages as are 
actually in the convent in the grana mafter*s fervice. 

37. The fame lords have ordained, that all perfons that come to the con- 

vent in order to receive the habit, fhall receive it as foon as their year of no- 
vicefhip is expired, and make exprefs profeffion that they will live and dye ini 
the order, but they cannot begin their novicefhip till they are full fifteen years 
old. If it appears by the regifters of the chancery* that they had notice given 
them a month beforehand by the matters of the novices, that they wete to make 
their profeffion a month afterwards, which is regulated entirely by the grand 
mafter, and it was purely their own fault if they did not make their profeffion, 
and receive the habit, they fhall be deemed, after the expiration of that term, 
to have loft all the ftanding they had then acquired, which fhall afterwards be 
reckoned with regard to them; only from the day of their receiving the habit, 
which they fhall not be admitted to till they have firft performed all the condi- 
tions required by the ftatutes and ordinances of the chapter. : 1 

38. The fame lords, agreeable to the pope’s laft bull, have ordained, that 
the novicefhip of che brothers of the venerable language of Germany fhall be, 
made entirely either in that countrey or in the convent* without fplittmg it be- 
tween both. 

39. The fame lords, for feveral evident- f&fods, have given permiffibh for 

all that came from the frontiers of the venerable priory bf Bohemia to the con- ; 
vent, in order fo enter themfelves as knights, chaplains, or fervants of arms, 
in the order, to make only a fix months novicefhip, reckoning from the day of 
their arrival. ' 

40. The fame lords, by way of explaining the thirteenth article of the fame : 
title, where mention is made of the mofi: eminent the grand matter’s pages, 
have refohred by ballot, and ordained, that' the number of them may be~m- r 
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creafed to fixteen, who fliall be full twelve years old, and cannot be received 
till they come to the convent to ferve in perfon continually about his eminence, 
till at the age of fifteen compleat, they go out of their poll of page and enter 
upon their novicefhip. His eminence may take in others in proportion as 
they go off. Though they fhould be paffed twelve, they may however be 
admitted pages, and ferve his eminence till they are full fifteen, to enter upon 
their novicefhip, provided ftill that there never be more than fixteen pages, 
and that the aamiflion of every one be enter’d in the regifters of the chancery v 
declaring every thing null that is done contrary to this ordinance, and whoever 
is otherwife received (hall have no benefit of his Handing, or the pretended pri- 
vileges of the mafter’s pages. 

41. The fame lords have refolved, byway of ballot, to moderate the con- 
firmation made in the prefent general chapter, with regard to the receptions of 
the grand mafter’s pages, made fince the promulgation of the general chapter 
of 1612, and obferved till this time, which they have confirmed only fo far as 
relates to their Handing and refidence. With regard to the tax of two hundred 
and fifty crowns of gold, which they are to pay to thetreafury, befides the or- 
dinary paffage fees, for the privileges of minority, according to the conHitution 
of the precedent general chapter, this is to be linderHood fo as not to be of 
any prejudice to the treafury, which is already in poffefiion of a right againfi 
fuch, as not having ferved the grand mafter during all their fifteenth year, have 
loft fo much of the privilege of the mafter’s pages, according to the terms of 
the foregoing ordinance. 

In confideration whereof the laid lords have decreed and ordained, that all 
the faid pages, who have not entirely accomplilhed the time of their fervice, 
fhall be obliged, notwithftanding the faid confirmation, to pay the tax of 
three hundred and fifty crowns of gold, over and above the ordinary paffage 
fees, within three years, reckoning from the day that this prefent ordinance is 
publilhed, in the convent, into the hands of the conventual confervaton, or in 
the priories, into thofe of the truftces and receivers of the common treafury v 
and in failure thereof, they (hall be deemed debtors, and be utterly disquali- 
fied, till they have entirely difeharged the debt. 

Reserving however to the moft eminent the grand mafter the power o£ 
extending fuch grace as he fhall fee fit to twelve of the faid pages, whether pre*- 
fent about his perfon or abfent, with regard to- the prefent ftatute j appoint- 
ing the venerable brother Jufte de Fay Gerlande prior of Auvergne, and the 
brothers Jerome Zati, Melchior Duretta, and Everard de Stein, to a£b in 
conjunction with his eminence with all proper care and difpatch in drawing out. 
of the regifters,. or other books, relating thereto, the names and fiinnames of 
fuch pages as have not entirely done their fervice, in order to make a catalogue 
of them, which they, fhall enroll in the. court of exchequer, that every one of 
them may be taxed what they are obliged- Go pay, according to the prefent or- 
dinance. 

42. The Erne lords have forbid tfre receiving; m the languages or priories,, 
of any perfon that fhall offer hhnfelf to be admitted, a brother chaplain, till he 
has l>een fir ft approved by. the venerable afTerably of the chaplains upon good: 
and due information of his. fufikkney : Provided however that when heihall 
have the votes of thcee fourths of the members of the affeanbly for hisadmiffion, 
he fhall be deemed duly received, though the ocher fourth oppofit him, but 
not otherwife. 

43. The fame lords have repealed and annulled the- ordinances that prefkriber 
the formalities to be obferved in the admiffion of chaplains: and ienraots of arms, 
with regard to the proofs, and have ordered the eighteenth article of. the fame 
title to be obferved, obliging them to prove that: their paternal andi maternal 
grandfathers and grandmothers were defended of lawful. marragd. 

44. The fame lords have ordained, that the habit of the: order, ' which was , 
formerly allowed to be given to chaplains of obedience to ferve the churches ofi 
the commanderies, according to the twenty ninth and thirtieth articles of the 
lame title, fhould. nqfc far, the future be given to any. body but priefts. approved 
by their ordinaries of goad life and converfeion, who fhall be obliged, iathe. 
priories of the venerably language of, Italy only* tdpafa chrocgh * a yam of no*- 
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vicefhip in fuch manner as lhall be prefcribcd them by the priors* before they 
are admitted to the regular profeflion. 

4 5. The fame lords, for good reafons and confiderarions, concerning the 
general good of the order, have forbid' the receiving of any brother chaplain 
or fervant of arms out of the limits of the nation he is of* till the holding; of 
the next general chapter, fo that they cannot, either in the convent or out of it? 
receive any brother chaplain or fervant- of arms, unlds it be in the language or 
priory where they are born. For which reafon- they have rejefted and ordered 
to be reje&ed all petitions that have been- prefented to the prefenfc general 
chapter, and have let alide all its power to- maintain 1 them, and debarred all 
other courts' from taking cognizance of- them till the next general chapter: Re- 
voking exprefly all graces that may have been granted of loch- a nature by the 
prefent general chapter to chaplains and fervants of arms* which they declare- 
to be null. 

4 6. And whereas various abufes in granting the habit of obedierice to bro*- 
(her chaplains, have been introduced,, under pretence of the fcrvice of the com- 
manderies, particularly in fome priories of the venerable language of Italy* 
where they have admitted too great a number of them, the fame lords Have ap- 

E ointed the venerable brother Nicholas- della Mama prior of Medina, and 
rother Signorin Garcinara prior of St. Euphemia, to- inform themfelves exaft- 1 
ly, as foon as poflibly they can* of the number of chaplains difperfed over this- 
priory, and in the commanderies and- dependancies thereof,, as weH as of the 
number which is neceffary to ferve them: They fhall- make their report there-- 
of to the compleat council of refervation, whofhall limit their number, which 
ihall not be exceeded, nor others admitted* except only to fupply vacancies as 
they, happen. They fhall moreover obfer-ve the- capitulary fbatutcsi 

47. The fame lords have ordained, thac when-the knights- of the magiftral 
obedience*, and other brothers of ohedience, IhaU fue- for any poft Of conven- 
tual brother, they fhall be obliged to-provethatchey have all thc qualifications 
necefiary for it, according to the capitulary ftaeutes and* ordinances*- withoao 
which they fhallnot be removed fronai th<eir firft coriditiom -1 

48. The fame lords have- revoked aH- the graces given by the prefent gene« 
ral chapter, or which may hereafter he- given by the compleat council- of: defer- 
vation, for any reception whatever t<^ the- degree of krtigHty either td- feduhrd 
or to brother ferVants* admitted: in -tHeir languages Or priories to the! rank of 
brother knights ; respiring- them- all to continue in fubmiffion-to the- regulations 
of the ftatutes, and keep m their prefent fortiori. Thby have, for this- did) 
rejected- all the fupplications that may be- left- undecided*- prohibiting atiy. men- 
tion to be made Of them in the council of refervation or olfeWhere* ebrocpting 
only the grace granted' to brother Sehaftian Fhjft* at the inftance of the vene- 
rable language of Auvergne. 

49. The fame lords have ordained, that all perfona that fhall- bb admitted 
knights by authority of the prefent -general chapter, or that fhall be hereafter 
admitted, in any manner whatfoever,, with a difpenfation for their agfc, orbefodo 
they are fullfixteen years old* except the'pagesof hir eminence the grandma^ 
fter, that have paid their pafTago fees- as ufoal, fhdl pay to thb treafuty, - as 
well for their difpenfation as their paffagp, a-thoufiuidicrbwilsofgold, of four- 
teen tarins- each,, or their value* into- the hands- of the conventual- receiver^ or 
of thetruftees, and receivers of the priories, within- aryear after the grant of 
fuch difpenfation, (which- term- may however be prolonged by 1 the' oompleat 
council Of refervation for one year mute) and produce an adpdtfaote thcrebf 
made before a notanry * in failure- whereof they fhatt have; nb benefit of their 
difpenfation, nor of their reception.- If they haive ; pa« 4 that fom, itr fhaJl froilt 
that time belong abfolotely to< the- treafary* which fhall' not- bd Obliged- to 
give it back* in any cafe, or on' any' account- Wha t e ve r. Declaring wiehhtt* 
that the laid minorafo difpenfod wkh-abd not obliged -ttecomc to- thocohvfiht, 
till they are full lixteen- years-old^ if they- come befdres, the treafecy fhall not 
furnifhthem. either their table or their phy. Theyrfhallr pay likewift fifty crowns 
of ^twelve tarins each*, to the-ljragudge for-theif- reefeprion. 

Whereas the- general- chapter- has- referred- ta the fartxe lordsdH- tlnr-pena 
tions. of fuch- as- ffaud- to bn nrfitiVmfl Irmghfil wkh“dtfpenlaeiohs»fod tlscfr agd* 
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Of which they have made a lift, they have granted them all the grace that they 
alked, on condition of making their proofs, according to the ftatutes of thfc 
prefent chapter -, fo that their ftanding in the language or priory in the diftrift 
of which they were born, lhall go oft from the time that they were full fixyears 
old, upon paying to the treafury a thoufand crowns of gold, of fourteen tarins 
each, for their paflage fees, according to the terms of the foregoing declara- 
tion : Enjoyning withal, that as foon as they lhall have prefented fn the convent 
to the court of exchequer the acquittance for that fum paid within a year, 
reckoning from this day June thefeventh, the day of the publication or the 
prefent chapter, and their proofs of gentility have been allowed in the con- 
vent, they lhall have the privilege granted them of wearing the little gold crols 
of our order about their neck. 

Declaring further, that all fuch as lhall have paid their thoufand crowns 
paflage within the faid term, and lhall appear to be fix years old corftpleat, 
lhall be all of a paflage, and reckon their ftanding from this day: Requiring 
alfo the priors, or their lieutenants, as foon as they have feen the acquittance, 
to convene the aflfembly for admitting the candidates, to whom they lhall deli* 
ver an inftrument purfuant to the regulations, ordinances of the chapters, and 
laudable cuftoms of the venerable languages and priories, for they can give 
them no manner of grace with regard to the proofs, and limits, but only as to 
age, and they have ordered the new admitted brothers to come to the convent 
in the twenty fifth year of their age, in order to make their novicelhip and 
profelfiOit in their twenty fixth: In failure whereof they lhall lofe their ftanding 
in favour of their fiarnauds or juniors. 

51. The fame lords, after coming to a refolution by way of ballot, have 
likewife received all perfons, that gave in petitions to the prefent chapter to 
be received with a difpenfation for age, into the rank of brother fervants of 
arms, in the languages where they were born, all whofe names and furnames 
are contained in a lift, upon paying the officers of the treafury eight hundred 
crowns of gold, of fourteen tarins each, for their difpenfation, and their paf- 
fage fees in a year or two : If their term be prolonged by the compleat council 
or referration, (upon whofe acquittance, and their performance of the other 
conditions explained in the two foregoing ftatutes, they lhall begin to have the 
benefit of their ftanding) they lhall not grant them the privilege of wearing the 
gold crofs about their neck. They lhall be likewife obliged to pay to the ve- 
nerable languages the tax of fifty crowns, at twelve tarins, to the crown, as the 
children that lhall be admitted brother knights. 

52. The fame lords, at the inllance of the venerable language of Germany, 
have ordained that the proofs of gentility for brother knights lhall not only be 
made upon the genealogy formerly lent by the provincial chapter, but lhall be 
carried on as far as the fixteen quarters of the grandmother’s, according to the 
ancient and lauddble cuftom of this venerable priory. 

53. The fame lords, after a ferutiny in way of ballot, have ordainM, thaf for 
the future all fuch as lhall be admitted into the order as brother conventual 
chaplains, priefts, deacons, or fubdeacons, lhall pay two hundred crowns of 
gold as the brother fervants of arms pay, and the clergy of the lefler orders 
lhall pay one hundred crowns a man. Forbidding either priefts, deacons or 
fubdeacons to be received in any language or priory whatever, till the next 
general chapter, but only the inferiour clergy to the number of one and twen- 
ty, who lhall be not lefs than ten, nor more than fifteen years of age, feven 
whereof lhall be French, five Italians, fix Spaniards, >nd three Germany, who, 
in proportion as they are promoted to holy orders, may be fucceeded by o- 
thers, without ever going beyond the faid number of one and twenty. They 
have excufed from this payment fuch as a&ualty officiate in the great conven- 
tual church, viz. Francis and Stephen Pradal, John le Grand, Michael Dupas, 
and Philip Ortiz, whofn they would have comprehended in the number of 
the one and twenty, and in the number affignea to each nation. 

54. The fame lords have revoked all graces granted by the prefent general 
chapter, or to be granted by the venerable councils of refervation for the re- 
ception of brother chaplains, priefts, deacons, fubdeacons and clergy, except 
thofe that have been granted to Dominic 3a Hoz and Michael Pomar, Arrago- 
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nian priefts, and to Bernard Nicher nephew to the chamberlain major of his 
eminence, who fhall neverthelefs be comprifed in the one and twenty, and 
to Antonio Faria de Magallais a Portuguefe on condition however of their 
making the neceflfary proofs and of paying their paffage, as it is regulated 
by the prefen t ordinance. 


Of the Church. 

TITLE III. 

i.*-w-*HE fame lords have confirmed to the venerable languages the diftri- 
X bution of the chapels in the great conventual church of S. John Baptift 
our patron, as it was made in the general chapter of 1603, together with 
the declaration made in the following and laft chapter, in r*gard of the 
chapel which is on the right hand, called formerly the chapel of the pillar of 
the lord and at prefent the chapel of the three kings. If England ever re- 
turns into the bofome of the holy catholick church, the venerable council may 
provide chapels for the venerable language of that nation, according to its 
ancient privileges , by authority of the general chapter, referring it to the 
confcience of the piliers and procurators of the venerable languages, to pro- 
vide for the execution and observation of the ftatutes made by the faid gene- 
ral chapter for the diftribution of the chapels. 

2. The fame lords have ordained that whenever the priour of the church 
or his vice priour are minded to make complaint in the alfembly of the chap- 
lains, of any one among them that negle&s the divine fervice or is accufed of 
offending againft the good and laudable cuftoms of the order of having re- 
fufed to obey the priour or vice priour or of having done fomething elfe that 
deferves purtilhmenty the faid right reverend priour or vice piour, fhall not 
be obliged to withdraw from the alfembly after they have made it, becaufe 
they have no ' private' intereft therein: they fhall aflift at the trial and judg- 
ment, that they may render the accufed the juftice which is due to them ac- 
cording to the ftatutes of the chapters, prohibiting however the right reve- 
rend priour, and the vice priour to .meddle in any affair that belongs proper- 
ly to the cognifance of the grand mafter and council. 

3. The fame lords, after a fcrutiny in way of ballot, have revoked all the 
graces granted by the prefent general chapter, or that may be granted here- 
after by the councils of refervation, to difpenfe with chaplains for their atten- 
dance at the choir: all which difpenfations fhall be of no force. 

4. The fame lords Have ordained that all propofitions in the venerable af- 
femblies of the chaplains, fhall be made by the right reverend priour of the 
church, who fhall have likewife the nomination of the officers, that are to 
J>e chofen, changed, confirmed, or put in the ftead of others; and fhall pro- 
pofe other affairs of a like nature, declaring every thing null that is con- 
trary to his rights. 

5. The fame lords have enjoined the right reverend priour to make or 
caufe to- be made every year a vifitation of the church and infirmary, and of 
every thing dedicated to divine fervice, to inform himfelf whether the facra- 
ments are duly adminiftred to the fick, whether mafs is regularly faid there, 
and to correct' every thing that he fhall find amifs and deficient there. 

6. The fame' lords have ordered the brother chaplains of our conventual 
church, to go at leaft once a month, if the weather is favourable, in procef- 
fion to the infirmary, as has been the cuftom formerly ; no body fhall be ex- 
cufed from doing fo, and whoever neglefbs it fhall lofe his week’s portion, 

• which fhall go to the poor prifoners ; enjoining the right revei%na priour 
and his comptrollers, to fee to the execution of this ftatute. 

• 7. Whereas the holy fathers have wifely introduced indulgences into the 
church , which ought to be ftridbly complied with and carefully gained, the 
fame lords have ordained, that every Sunday, when they give notice of the 
feafts and fafts, they fhall likewife give notice of the indulgences which the 
0 LI brothers 
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brothers may gain either in our Church, or that of the convent and in other 
places of devotion. 

8. As the holy feripture mentions the honour paid to the bodies and relicks 
of faints, from the very beginning of the church, the fame lords have ordain- 
ed, that fuch as we have lhall be treated with all honour and reverence, and 
lhall not be removed from one place to another, without exprefs leave from 
the general chapter. And whereas the Ihrines of moft of them are in a for- 
ry condition , they have allowed the priours and baillis to employ the prefent 
which- they are obliged to make to the church, in providing gold and filver 
ihrines for them j allowing all the religious to do the fame, and to have their 
name and arms engraved on the ihrine to perpetuate the memory of their 
devotion. 

9. The fame lords, confidering that the number of maffes, the foundati- 
ons of which have been accepted till this time by the venerable affembly 
of the chaplains, is fo vaftly augmented, that if they continue to accept more, 
it would be impoflible to perform the conditions of them, have forbid the 
accepting of any more foundations of that nature till the next general chap- 
ter, except thofe of his eminence. 

10. They have likewife ordained, that they lhall continue in the conventual 
chapter of S. John Baptift our patron, the chapel for chanting divine fervice, 
upon great holy days, the anniverfaries of the grand mailers, and other days that 
the right reverend priour of the church lhall direct ; and that the grand mailer 
fhall have full authority over the mailer of this chapel, his chorifters and mufi- 
cians, to change them, reform, correct and regulate the falaries which lhall 
be paid them by the treafury, provided they do not exceed lixty crowns a 
month, comprehending therein thofe of mailer of the chapel and the orga- 
nift, enjoining, if they do an immediate redudlion of them to that fum; for- 
bidding likewife under fuch penalty as his eminence lhall pleafe to inflidl, 
the mailer of the chapel and his mulicians to wear any fort of arms in the 
quire and other places fet apart to fing the praifes of the lord, and enjoining 
them to appear there only in cafibcks and furplices. 

11. They have likewife ordained that if any brother lies at the point of 
death out of the infirmary, as foon as the reverend priour of the church lhall 
have notice of it, he lhall fend one or more chaplains that are priells to af- 
fill him, till he is either dead or out of danger; Such as lhall refufe to go, 
lhall lofe their portion for two months", which lhall go to the profit of the 
affembly. 

1 2. If any brother dies at fuch an hour that his corps may be buried in the 
morning, they lhall fing mafs whilll the corps is by: The fub priour, or fome 
other chaplain in his abfence, attended by a deacon and fubdeacon with their 
copes on, lhall bury him: They lhall not wear the mantles of the order as 
they did formerly on fuch occafions ; and if they fail to obferve thele cere- 
monies, they lhall have no lhare in the thirtieth of the effedls of the de- 
ceafed. 

13. That the venerable fealls of the beheading of S. John Baptill, the 
forerunner of Jefus Chrill and our patron, may be kept with the greater fo- 
lemnity, they have ordained, that the right reverend priour of the church 
lhall officiate pontifically at vefpers, and that the o£tave of it lhall be kept 
likewife. 

14. That the embaffadour and procurator general of the order at the court 
of Rome lhall prefent a petition in the name of the order to the pope, and 
do all they can to get fome of our faints canonized, that we may have an 
office for them in our churches, enjoining the right reverend priour to fend 
them all the writings and materials neceffary for their information , with pro- 
per inftruftion how to bring about fuch a pious defign. 

15. That from henceforward no brother of what rank, dignity or ’qua- 
lity foever he be, that dies in the convent, lhall be buried in any other 
church, but that of the convent, or in the ordinary vault. 

1 6. That the brother chaplains lhall reckon their Handing, and take 
their feats in the quire, the affembly and procelfions and on other occafion # % 
from the day of their reception in the language or priory, and not from that 
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of their ordination to the priefthood, unlefs whilft they are only in the leffer 
orders, for then the priefts, though admitted laft, fhall take place of them. 

1 7. The fame lords, at the inftance of the right reverend priour of the 
church, after a fcrutiny in way of ballot, have allowed all the chaplains that 
are priefts to wear in the quire and at proceffion, but not elfewhere, a black 
hood, with the croft of our habit, of a reafonable fize upon the left fhould- 
er: the hood fjiall be only of wopllen cloth, lined with black, and fhall be 
put over the furplice. 

18. They have ordained that all the chaplains, priefts, deacons, fubdea- 
cons, or inferiour clergy that officiate in the church of the convent fhall wear 
the furplice every day. whether an holy day or no, and at all hours, and fhall 
provide themfelves therewith at their own expence, on pain, if they have 
no benefice, of fuffering the feptaine for the firft offence, the quarantaiq, 
for the fecond, and for the third, the lols of a year’s (landing for the bene- 
fit of their fiarnauds. 

They fhall wear the furplice likewifeat the proceffions and other ceremo- 
nies which fhall be from time to time out of the church. If the right re- 
verend priour of the church, or, in his abfence, the vice priour, neglett to 
look after the execution of this ftatute, whenever the mafter or his procu- 
rator by his orders fhall complain of it to the council, the priour or vice 
priour fhall lofe ten crowns .every time, which fhall be flopped out of the 
falary and table, which they have from the treafury, and the money fhall 
be employed to beautify the chapel of the beheading of S. John. 

Tit at the fame thing fhall be obferved by all the chaplains that live in 
a collegiate Way, in the priories, caftellany of Empofta, bailleages, and com- 
manderies. under the fame penalties, for the firft and fecond offence, and 
of a year’s imprifonment for the third. Enjoining the priours, caftellan of 
Empofta, bail Lis and commanders to take care that the prefent ftatute be 
obferved. 

19. That the conventual chaplains, though only in the leffer orders, 
v- that are out of the convent in confiderable towns, are obliged to affift at 

divine fervice in the churches of the order on the feaft of thefr dedication, 
and on other days when the right reverend priour of the church is to offici- 
ate pontifically, on pain of being fined ten crowns to be paid into the trea- 
fury for every offence, and of not voting in chapters and affemblies for a 
year. 

20. That when the clergy of the leffer orders admitted or to be ad- 
mitted come to the age of twenty one, they fhall be well examined before let- 
ters dimiffory are granted them to receive the order of fubdeacon, and that 
fuch as do not feem qualified to go on to the priefthood, fhall be put among 
the fervants of arms, and fhall pay their paffage within a year, reckoning 
from the day of their palling into that rank j and in cafe of fuch regular 
payment of it, they fhall have the benefit of their Handing from the day that 
they were firft admitted into the order ; but in failure thereof fhall have none 
at alh The right reverend priour fhall name commiffioners to make this 
examination, who fhall give the mafter and council an account of their fuf- 
ficiency or infufficiency, that they may cbnfider in what rank and ftation it 
is fit to put them. 

21. Since the order has among other relicks, a thorn of the holy crowii 
of our lord Jefus Chrift, the feaft of which brother James de Milly the grand 
mafter ordered to be kept with a femidouble office on the eleventh of Auguft 
every year, the fame lords judging this ftatute worthy of the piety of the 
order, have ordered a revival of the obfervation of it with a double office, 
and require the right reverend priour of the church to fee it be kept duely. 

22. That all the brothers of the order, of what rank, dignity and condi- 
tion foever they be, fhall affift at all the divine fervice of the feaft of the 
nativity of S.John Baptift our patron, and protestor, wherever they are. in 
the churches of the order if there be any, frorrl the firft Vefpers of the eve : 
Such as fail to do fo, unleft they had a lawful impediment fhall pay ten crowns 
to be laid out in the purchafe of a jewel or ornament to be given to the 
faid church, enjoining the priour , bailli or commander to whom the church 
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belongs, or his lieutenant or receiver, to fee that this prefent ftatute be ex> 
ecuted in its rigour. 

23. That upon the day of the nativity of St. John Baptift our patron, 
whilft they are going in proceflion with the holy relick, the fame number of 
cannon fhot fhall be fired, as is done at that of the feaft of Corpus Chrifti. 

24. The fame lords have judged the eleventh article of the title of the 
church fuperfluous, fince it is fufficient that the univerfal church has fo decided 
it ; as likewife the nineteenth and twenty third articles of the fame title, which 
are alfo ufelefs ; which thofe that are appointed to draw up the new ftatutes 
ihould not fail to mind. 

25. The fame lords reflecting on the fixty fecond article of the title of 
prohibitions and penalties, where it is faid, that our brothers are obliged to 
aflift at divine fervice in the conventual church, where they are exhorted to go 
frequently to the chapel annexed to it, to perform their devotions and fpiritual 
exercifes there, have ordained in execution of the eighteenth article of the 
title of the church, where it is faid, that befides advent and lent, there fhall be 
likewife preaching there all the other feafts of the year, that this fhall be done 
at leaft every firft funday in the month, whilft the holy facrament is expofed 
in that chapel. 

26. That our brothers and our novices fhall keep the fafts enjoined by the 
holy church and by our ftatutes: If the pilier give? them any fupper in the inns 
On thofe days, he fhall forfeit a year’s falary to the treafury, and the brother 
novice that afks for fupper, fhall be fent to the tower, upon the bare com- 
plaint of the pilier, and continue there as long as his fuperiors pleafe. 

27. The fame lords have forbid the employing any galley Haves or their 
crew, or new converts, in any fervice of the church. They fhall make ufe of 
two or three good and devout men, fuch as his eminence the grand matter fhall 
chufe, (who fhall order them a competent falary out of the treafury, and give 
each of them two habits a year) to fweep and clean the church, the oratory and 
the chapels, to help the facriftan and toller of the bell, to light the wax can- 
dles, drive out dogs, and do fuch like fervices. 

28. The fame lords have allowed the venerable provincial chapter of the 
priory of Germany to fend to the convent, every five years a brother chaplain 
of obedience of the convent either of Cologne or of Strafburg, qualified to ad- 
minifter the facraments to the German brothers that refide there. To which 
brother, in cafe he be approved of by the prior of the church for the time 
being, they have granted his commons and his pay, as is ufually given by the 
treafury to the other conventual chaplains, whilft they refide there. 

29. Upon taking notice of the ninth article of this title confirmed in the 
firft chapter under the grand matter de Vignacour, for the obfervation of the 
fourth and fifth articles of the title of the church, they have ordained, that all 
the brothers refiding at Malta, of what rank and dignity foever they be, that 
fhall not make it appear that they have confefled and communicated at the four 
great feafts immediately foregoing, as they are obliged by the ftatutes, and 
Hull have been direfted by the reverend prior of the church, (hall be deprived 
of all manner of voice, both active and paflive ; fo that they fhall not be pre- 
fent and aflift at the afiemblies of the languages, the councils and courts of the 
order, nor give any vote therein, in which incapacity they fhall continue for 
fix months together. Which fhall be put in execution againft them whenever 
they fall into the fame fault. 

30. That they fhall wear the mantle of the order at the mafs of the dedi- 
cation of the great conventual church of our glorious patron St. John Baptift, 
as well as at the firft vefpers of the feaft of his beheading. They fhall infert 
thefe two feafts in their places, in the laft ftatute of this title. 

31. The fame lords, after a fcrutiny in way of ballot, have thought fit to 
augment the value of the jewel, which the priors and baillis are obliged to pre- 
fent to our conventual church, according to the twenty feventh and twenty 
eighth articles of the title of the church. So that for the future it fhall ' be 
worth an hundred crowns of gold, at fourteen tarins each : Ordering the priors 
and baillis, within eighteen months after they have begun to enjoy the revenues 
of their priories and bailliages, to fend and deliver it into the hands of the comp- 
trollers 
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trollers, taking care that it be of the full value of the hundred crowns of gold; 
ift failure whereof they fhall be deemed debtors of the like fum to the treafury, 
and the receiver fhall feize their revenues till they come to that fum, in order 
to remit it to the convent and pay it to the_ comptrollers. The caftellan of 
Empofta is under the fame obligation! 

• ■ ■ -■>- > ■ ■ ■' - : ‘ 1 ' -• ■ 


Of HoSPITALITt. 

TITLE IV. 

T HE fame fixteeri reverend lords, refolving to revive the form of oath 
which the comptrollers of the infirmary ufed to take formerly before the 
mafter, immediately after their election, have ordained, that it fhall be taken 
in the following manner, and fhall be wrote on a table and fixed up in the in* 
firmary to be feen by all the world. 

Form of the oath of the comptrollers of Ibe holy infirmary. 

IN. comptroller of the holy infirmary, make a folemn oath to God to ufe 
the utmoft care in vifiting, relieving and providing all proper fuftenance for the 
fick that are kept in the infirmary ; that I will be careful to reform all negle&s 
that I can difcover, to examine every day the expences that are there made, to 
iign with my own hand all fuch as appear to me to be reafonable, to accompt 
every niorith with the director of the infirmary for all that he has laid out and 
provided for the fick, to draw up every day an exa£t account of all the remedies 
ordered by the phyficians out of the apothecary’s fhop, which fhall come to 
my knowledge, and to fign it with my owrf hand, to charge, .ndthing elfe to the 
accompt of the tfeafury, and to difcharge all the duties of my office with all 
manner of charity and exa&nefs, according to the ftatuces, and ordinances, 
and laudable cuftoms of the order. So help me God, and his holy gofpel. 

The fame lords, after examining the ftatutes made by the venerable council 
bn June i, 1629 for the good government of the infirmary, have refolved, io, 
way of ballot, to approve and confirm them, and have ordained that they 
lhall be executed, as if they were ftatutes of the general chapter, and for that 
purpofe have inferted them in this place, as follows. 

2. That the incurables fhall not be put any longer in a diftinft place from 
the infirmary, hut fuch place fhall be, ,fuppreffed, as alfo the little houfe ap- 
pointed fome years ago, for the receiving of fick women, becaufe the order is 
obliged to maintain the holy exercife of hofpitality in the hofpital of the holy in- 
firmary, but not to multiply the places defigned for fuch ufe, nor to load the 
treafury with’ falaries, pittances, and Other things granted to the officers that 
take care of them. 

3. That tlie treafury fhall furnifh no remedies or other neceflaries to any 
fick but filch as are actually in the infirmary, and not to fuch as would be ta- 
ken care of In their chambers, who fhall be obliged to pay for every thing that 
is taken up for them in the apothecary’s fhop by the phyfician’s prefcription : 
Enjoyning the comptrollers to give in, every fix months, to the court of ex- 
chequer an account of every thing that has been taken up by any of them : The 
feveral articles whereof lhall be taxed by the firft phyfician, according to 
which the venerable procurators of the treafury fhall regulate thefums due from 
every one. In cafe however the brother’s diftemper be of fuch a nature, that 
he ought nOt, according to the phyfician’s opinion, be admitted into the in- 
firmary, hiS eminence the grand mafter lhall order what is proper to be done 
in fuch cafe, by the advice of the venerable hofpitaller, or nis lieutenant. 

4. That no pittances nor medicines fhall be given out of the infirmary, uri- 
lefs it be to poof women, upon the prefcriptions .of phyficians that have fala- 
ries oqt of the treafury, or from the people, figned by one of the commiffaries 
deputed to vifit the poor fick, that the hofpital of the infirmary may be always 
jFfeeand bpento receive fick peifons, as well fubjefts of the orders, as others 
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that fhali repair thither to be cured of their difeafeS, according to its ancient 
and laudable cuftotn. . # . 

5. That notwithftanding the ordinance above, they lhall not fail to con- 

tinue the charity they have hitherto ufed in furnilhing remedies gratis to the 
nionafteries of St. Urfula, the penitent fitters of the fcity Valette, and the ca- 
pucins. 4 ’ 

6 . That befides the regifter of wills and teftaments and difappropriations, 
the fecretary of the infirmary lhall keep, upon a little table in the. hall, a great 
book, in which he lhall write down exactly the name, fumanie and countrey of 
every fick perfon, the day and hour that he came in and was fent back, on 
that he died, charging it home on the confcienee of the venerable hofpitaller 
or his lieutenant, to take care that this article be punctually executed, as of 
great importance for the government of the infirmary, on pain againft the 
lecretary of being turned out of his office. 

7. That notwithftanding the ftatute of the ’precedent general chapter, 
there lhall be only two comptrollers, to do their duty and take care of the fick 
in the infirmary according to our ftatutes : The venerable council lhall depute 
however two other officers with the title of commifiary vifitors, -to examine 
how the fick poor are treated, who lhall be fupplied with food and remedies 
according to the prefcription of the phyficians, who lhall be obliged to fet 
down the names and furnames of the fick, and the places of their abode, that 
they may afterwards be figned by one of the commiflaries, without which the 
comptrollers lhall take no notice of it. 

8. That the phyficians and furgeons lhall fet down in the book of the pre- 
fcriptions of the infirmary, (as they do in thofe which they give for abroad) 
the day, month and year, with the quality and quantity of the drugs and me- 
dicines all at length, without making ufe of abbreviations or cyphers, for- 
bidding them to write any thing down in this book for any other perfons but 
fuch as are actually fick in the infirmary. 

9. That the* two praCtifing phyficians and furgeons, that have ftipends,’ 
lhall lye every night, without fan, in the infirmary. 

10. That they take very particular care to oblige the fick, as loon as they 
have been taken in, to difppfe themfelves to receive the lacraments of penance 
and the eucharift, efpecially if they are our brothers, according to the fixteenth 
article of this title, which we charge exprefly on the confcienee of the prior and 
vice-prior of the infirmary: 

ix. That this laft poll be always given to a Malteze, becaufe the greateft 
part of the fick are vaflals to the order, but ftill without hurting the preroga- 
tive of the venerable hofpitaller. 

12. That they obferve inviolably the fifth and eighth articles of this title, 
where mention is made of the effeCts and goods of the infirmary, of the inven- 
tory that ought to be takenof them, ana the marks that Ihould be put upon 
them to prevent their being either changed or fold. 

13. That the comptrollers, among other branches of their care, take the 
pains fometimes to examine whether they actually give the fick the remedies 
that are preferibed by the phyficians and entered into the book. 

14. They have fuppreffed the abufe that was introduced of the comptrol- 
lers affuming an authority to diftribute, at the expence of the common trea- 
sury, the pittance and other things of the infirmary, without the prefcription of 
the phyficians, or the directions of the fuperiors, under pretence of extraordi- 
naries: They lhall have no power to difpoie of any thing, particularly of bread, 
which they do as they pleafe, under pretence of giving it in charity, but it 
lhall be dilpofed of by the commiflaries appointed for that purpofe, fo that the 
duties of the two offices be not confounded j theirs relates only to the fick s 
the others baftnefs is to relieve the poor. 

15. According to the order of the venerable council of September 18, 1579* 
they have ordained, as well for the convenience of the fick as the eafe of the 
treafury, that the apothecary's room in the infirmary lhall be, for the future, 
fopplied, as formerly, by the druggifts, and not by the officers of the trea- 
fury •, and this by the orders of the venerable procurators who lhall advance 
the money, and do all they can to help the druggifts in the purchafe and provi- 
ding; 
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ding of the necefiary drugs and medicines at the proper time, referring it td 
their prudence to make a bargain for them upon the eftimates which lhall be gi- 
ven them by the druggifts. 

1 6. The phyficians may, for the convenience of the fecular officers that the 
order gives falaries to, who fhall be fick at home, to prefcribe them remedies 
from the infirmary, which fhall be difcounted to them, according to the regu- 
lation of the venerable procurators of the common treafury. 

17. That they reftore the good order for keeping of the doaths of fuch as 
fhall be fick in the infirmary, which fhall be locked up in coffers, though 
it were only to prevent their going out before they are quite cured, and com- 
mitting other indifcretions. 

18. That they do not receive any fecular into the infirmary, not even the 
fervants of the knights, under pretence of talcing phyfick by way of precau- 
tion, as feveral do, efpecially in the (bring, which is a great charge to the or- 
der, whofe inftitution is only to relieve fuch as are adtually fick in the infirmary. 

19. That the venerable procurators of the treafury give the comptrollers 
inftruftions in order to receive the accompts of the director of the infirmary, 
more particular than what they give at prefent, which is too confofed and 
perplexed. 

20. For the having always a perfedt knowledge of all the goods and uten- 
fils of the infirmary, that have been given by the executors of fuch foundations 
as have been made for the fervice of the fick, they have ordered the fecretary 
to keep a diftindt register, in which there fhall be entered, under the feveral 
diftindt titles of each foundation, the quality of the goods that have been re- 
ceived, with the date of their reception, and the name of the perfon that de- 
livered them, which reception fhall be figned by the comptrollers in the regi- 
fter it felf. 

21. That all pittances given out of the infirnlary to poor women that are 
fick, fhall, for the future, be given in money, and not in vidtuals. 

22. The fame lords, after a fcrutiny in the way of ballot, have ordained; 
that the ftatute of the grand mafter Verdale, which is the twenty third of the 
title of baillis, and relates to the choice of the diredtor of the infirmary, fhall 
be obferved according to its form and tenour, and that officer fhall be always 
chofe out of the brother knights. 

23. The fame lords, confidering that all our brothers were particularly 
obliged to ufe hofpitality, and to attend the fick themfelves, ahd that if our 
brothers of the venerable languages went thither all at a time, it would occa- 
fion a great deal of confufion, and there being no regulation ever made as yet 
in this paint, have ordained, that from and after the Sunday immediately fol- 
lowing the publication of the prefent general chapter, as it belongs to the ve- 
nerable language of Provence to begin, the venerable great commander, or his 
lieutenant, fhall fend to the infirmary to wait upon the fick, as many brothef 
knights, fervants of arms, or novices, as he fhall think neceflaiy, to the num- 
ber of feven at leaf!;, who fhall attend there aU the week, morning and evening. 
Such as fhall negledt to do fa, after being named by their pilier, fhall be pq- 
nifhed with the feptaine. 

24. That the venerable hofpitaller and great confervator fhall, every fix 
months, vifit the goods of the infirmary in the prefence of the Comptrollers, 
on pain of being deprived of their deliberative voice in the venerable councils, 
tiU they have effcdually executed the prelent ftatute. 

25. That befides die ordinary rotations, the grand mafter and the vene- 
rable council fhall depute, every three months, two eommifiaries oif the fait) 
council, of the rnoft confidcrable and intelligent members of it, who, for the 
better dir e&knt of the infirmary and refief of the fick, fhall vifit the infirmary 
along with the venerable hofpit after, and inform themfelves exactly of every 
thing that can dtheS contribute or be prejudicial to it, and, upon their report, 
the grand mafter and council fhall make foch regulations as they fhall fee fit 
and are proper for the good management of the infirmary, and for the relief 
of the poor, though it fhouM be necel&ry for that end to change, or even 
aboliih entirely, any of the chapter ordinances that relate to it, and make 
new ones. 

26, That 
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2 6. That the diredor of the infirmary fhall give the comptrollers a juft and 
true account of the wine that is fpent there every day, to corredt the abufes 
which are introduced in that particular to the detriment of the common treafu- 
ry : They /hall pafs it in his accompts, as well as the fowl, pullets, eggs, and 
other provifions, at the rate that they are generally fold at the market, not- 
withftanding the cuftom and ordinary tax which may prove fometimes to his 
prejudice. Enjoining the comptrollers to take care that the provifions be 
good of their fort, and proper for the relief and recovery of the fick ; that 
they be furni/hed with charity and liberality, and nothing be negleded that 
can be ferviceable either to the foul or body, as we are engaged to do by our 
profefiion. 

2 7. Considering the variety of languages fpoke by fuch as are in the 
infirmary, the fame lords have ordained, that the prior and vice-prior under- 
ftand feveral tongues, that the fick may confefs to them more eafily ; but 
this regulation /hall not intrench on the right of prefenting them which be- 
longs to the venerable hofpitaller and his lieutenant, according to the fta- 
tutes. 

28. That for two years of adtual fervice done by the vice-prior of the in- 
firmary in it, he (hall be deemed to have made a caravan, and it /hall be rec- 
koned to him as fuch, all the fame as if he had made it on board the gallies of 
the order; requiring the venerable a/Tembly of the chaplains to allow it him 
without any difpute. 

29. They have referred it to the venerable o/ficers o£ the treafury, to find 
Out fome expedient to prevent frauds being committed in the accompts which 
are, given to the comptrollers, of the diftributions of remedies, and other drugs 
and medicines, when the apothecary reads them over. 

^o. That the phyfician, who is to begin his month of fervice, vifit the 
fick three days before, along with the phyfician that is to end his ; that he 
may not put another in his place to vifit the fick, when he does not come in 
perfon, or is not hindered by fome accident that can juftly excufe him, on 
pain of paying fix tarins for every default. 

31. That all the phyficians and furgeOns /hall be obliged to aftemble once 

a week in the infirmary, to confult about the condition of the fick and wound- 
ed. Such as faff to be there, /hall forfeit five crowns, which fhall be deducted - 
out of their falaries. . . 

32. That they /hall take but A tarin (or gigliat) a day for vifiting fuch bro- 
thers as are fick in their chambers, on pain of lofingamonth of their /alary : 
That they /hall be obliged to vifit the convents of the nuns of St. Urfula, of the 

} penitents of the city of la Valette and the capucins gratis, for the month 
ucceeding that of their fervice in the infirmary, as often as they are lent for, 
in which they /hall be relieved by others in their turn as they come out of 
the infirmary, fo that they /hall be employed there and in vifits abroad alter- 
nately. 

33. That the two phyficians who are not in their month of fervice, /hall 
make each of them their vifits by the week, or at leaft on different days, to 
the prifon of the /laves. 

34. Whereas a great quantity of remedies are diftributed to poor fick 
people out of the infirmary, one of the phyficians and furgeons, who arc 
not a&ually employed in vifiting the fick, /hall not fail to make them at leaft 
one vifit a day gratis ; which they /hall do either by the month or the week, as 
is moft for their convenience. We order the venerable hofpitaller, or his lieu- 
tenant, to look after the execution of the prefent ftatute. 

35. That they /hall keep in the infirmary, at the charge of the treafury, a 
man well verfed in the practice of phyfick, who, after being duly examined 
by the phyficians, and prefcnted to the grand mafter by the venerable hofpi- 
taller, /hall furni/h drugs, medicines, and other necefiaries for the fick at pro- 

E er times, according to the prefcriptions of the phyficians, to whom he lhall 
e obliged to give an exaft account of the condition of the fick, that they 
may be able to prevent accidents, and prefcribe nothing but what is proper foi? 
them. 


36. That 
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36. That he lhall be obliged to be at the infirmary when the phyficians 

make their vifits there, and to obferve, with the fecretary, what it is that 
they prefcribe to be given them to eat, in order to follow their prefcrip- 
tions. • , , • ,V 

37. That the furgeons, who have ftipehds , lhall be obliged. to vifit the 
wounded that are in the infirmary, as often as there is oceafion, in failure 
whereof the venerable hofpitaller lhall punilh them as he fees fit. 

38. That to prevent accidents which may happen to them, and give them , 

foeedy relief, there lhall be always at leaft one furgeon in the infirmary, who 
lhall Keep his refidence there. ... , 

39. That they lhall continue td give alms to the poor Rhodians j. Malteze; 
and others; to the, orphans and widows offuch as Have loft their hulbandsand 
fathers in the feryice t>f the order, making however a diftindtion in favour of 
reputable and virtuous perfons, .^ 1 

40. They have fince moderated the foregoing ftatute, and ordained that 
the alms, which ufetO be given to various perfpns by the name of Rhodians out 
of the convent, as at Syracufe, Melfina, and other places, lhall ceafe, in pro* 
portion as they come to dye, without being continued to their fucceffours , 
as has been pradtifed before,, revoking all the graces of refervation made or 
to be made by the jjrefent chapter, contrary to this ftatute. 

41. That the common treafury lhall furnilh< every year fifty crowns of 
twelve tarins a piece, for the expence of the lord’s fupper oh Maundy Thurf- 
day in palfion week. 


*4 1 


Of the common Treasury. 

r * ^ . 

( TITLE V. . , ; , . :l> 

t. *1priE fixteen reverend lords, having duly confidered the examination 
JL (made by the venerable commiffaries deputed by the order of the ve- 
nerable compleat council, purfuant to the eleventh article Of the ftatutes of 
the chapter) of the acconipts of the adminiftration of the treafury, given in 
by brother Peter Maria de Turaminis , fecretary of the faid treafury, with e- 
qual exadtnefs and clearnefs, which has fatisfied them that the fefponfions 
and impofts which has been hitherto laid,* joined td its ordinary and extra- 
ordinary revenues, carefully colledted by the officers, arid duly paid by the 
debtors; may very well fuffice for all the publick expences that are neceffary, 
and to defray the charges of the treafury as well withiri as out of the con- 
vent, and particularly for maintaining the Hi galleys which they have refol- 
ded to keep up, have, after feveral conferences on this lubjedl, agreed that 
if they would preferve the order in the condition it is in, they muft not 
at this time either diminilh or increafe the charges upon the commanderies. 

They have therefore, after a fcrutiny by way of ballot and nemine con- 
tradicente, confirmed the ordinary refponfions, viz. two thirds of the annates, 
upon the foot of the Valuation made in the firft general chapter held at Mal- 
ta, and the impofts of forty thoiifand crowns of gold, and fifty thoufand 
gold crOwns of the fun, laid by the general chapter of 1588, with the 
laid ordinary refporifiOns and impofts of forty thoufand crowns of gold con- 
firmed and continued by the precedent general chapter of A. D. 1612. which 
impofts of forty thoufand crowds of gold of brie part, and of fifty thoufand 
gold crowns of the fun, they have laid anew, and ordered to be paid in to the 
treafury by all the priories, caftellany of empofta, bailliages, cOinmendefies* 
benefices, and all eftates whatfoever belonging to the Order of the holy houfe 
and hofpital of S. John of Jerufalem, exempt or not exempt, by every one 
in proportion to the valuation of its revenues made by the general chapter 
of the faid order held at Malta A. D. 1583. 

Which faid refponfions and impofts they have ordained to be paid, as is 
ordered by die laid general chapter of 1588. and as they have been or 
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bujght to have been paid till now: which payment lhall be made for the fu- 
ture at the provincial chapters, and if there be none held, at every feaft of 
the nativity of S. John Baptift our patron, reckoning from the month of June 
next year, to continue henceforward from year to year, till the holding of 
the firft general chapter. , 

X. 2. The fame lords; after a IcrutWy by way of ballot, have unanimoufly 
confirmed, and where it may be heedful have impofed anew upon the pri- 
ories of Germany arid Bohemia; the bailliages, commanderies, members, be- 
nefices and other eftates of the venerable language of Germany, exempt and 
hot -exempt, and ordered to be paid for the prefent at the provincial chap-, 
ter, or if none be held at the next S. John Baptift , and continu’d for the 
following years, their refpe&ive quota's of the laid refponfions, and the faid 
fums of forty thoufand crowns of gold and fifty thoufand gold crowns of the 
fun, according to the regulation made of it by the faid chapter of one thoufand 
five hundred and eighty three, amounting to one thoufand fix hundred and five 
crowns of gold in gold , with the ordinary refponfions j and the other im- 
port of fifty thoufand crowns, as it has been paid in former years} compre- 
hending neverthelefs therein according to the decree of the laft general 
chapter fave one, the two hundred and ninety five crowns for their quota 
of the faid one thoufand fix hundred and five crowns of gold laid upon the 
faid priory of Bohemia, and the commanderies lying within its diftrift, as 
is explained more at length in the a&s of the laid chapter, which they have 
confirmed and ordered the execution thereof. 

3. And whereas they may very well retrench fome of the expences made 
in the convent, which the faid lords have judged to be cxceflive, they, to 
eafe the treafury of the burden in fome measure, have deputed the venerable 
brother Signorin de Gattinara, brother Gabriel Dorin Ligny lieutenant of 
the treafurer general, and brother Don Gafpard de Aldretta to examine in- 
to fuch as are made upon the galleys, the venerable brother Nicholas della 
Marra priour of Medina, brother Peter de Chantelot de Chefe, and brother 
Don Juan de Villeroel, to look into fuch as are made in the infirmary } the 
venerable brother de Fay Gerlande , priour of Auvergne , brother Alpho'n- 
fus Cartel S. Pierre, and brother Blaife Brandao to examine into fuch as "are 
made for the prifon of the flaves ; and the venerable brother Nicholas Cava- 
retta priour of Venice, and brother Francis de Crotes la Menardie, for thofe 
of the conventual church: who lhall make their report in writing to the com- 
pleat council of refervation, to whom they lhall at the fame time give ad- 
vice of what they have refpe&ivelyobferved of the greateft importance, that 
proper provifion may be made in the cafe by their authority. 

4. The lame lords confidcring the authority verted by the five laft gene- 
ral chapters in the grand mafter and venerable compleat council, to provide 
for every thing that might be neceflary in cafe there were any apprehenfions 
of a liege, and to impofe a funvnot exceeding one hundred and twenty two thou- 
fand crowns, at one or more times, upon all and every the eftates of the or- 
der, and to regulate the feveral quota’s thereof according to thofe of the 
fifty thoufand crowns, payable at fuch terms as they pleafe to fix, have grant- 
ed the fame authority to his eminence the grand mafter that now is and 
lhall be at that time, and to the venerable compleat council, in virtue of 
that which they have of the chapter general, to provide, in cafe the illand 
be threatened with a fiege, for every thing neceflary to a vigorus defence, 
and to lay the like fumofone hundred and twenty two thouland crowns, upon 
all and every the eftates of the order, and to difpofe thereof as is faid above. 

5. The lame lords, confidering how juft it is that every body Ihould con- 
tribute to the charges of the order, in proportion to the eftates they enjoy, 
by their refponfions and contributions, have, for preferving an equality be- 
tween the brothers, and for Tear the priories, caftellany of Empofta, baillia- 
ges and commenderies Ihould be chaiged difproportionably, ordained that 
all the members of the priories of that caftellany, and of the bailliages and 
commanderies, as well as the penfions created upon their revenues in any 
manner and upon any conditions whatever, though it be. by way of bond, 
sad though the bulls thereof have not been yet palled, and they have not been 
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taxed by the prefent general chapter for the treafury dues impofed or to be 
impofed, (excepting thofe of the magiftral chambers referved and to be re-^ 
ferved by his eminence the grand mafter,) fllall be obliged to contribute to 
the payment of the forty thoufand crowns of gold, the ordinary refponfions; 
and the fifty thoufand crowns, in proportion to their Value: So that if for ex- 
ample, a commandery of one thoufand crowns rent is taxed at an hundred ; 
the member or penfion on it of two hundred crowns, fhall pay twenty crownS 
of it, and fo of others. Declaring that the prefent ftatute fhall take place 
in all the members and penfions created whatever, and if in the bulls or 
provifions and in the decrees of chapter, the refponfions are rated, but not 
mortgaged for a confideration, if fuch confideration and valuation thereof be 
fo moderate that it can’t amount to the portion and quota that the faid mem- 
bers and penfions are taxed at; we order for the fupplying of fuch defeat, 
that the overplus be furnifhed by fuch as poffefs them, notwithftanding any 
thing that can be faid or dbne to the contrary. 

6. The fame lords being made acquainted by the right reverend priour of 

the church, his eminence the grand matter's procurator, that he does not de- 
fign to take upon him the adminiftration of the treafury; as he has already 
declared feveral times , have ordered the adminiftration thereof and all its 
dependances, to continue in the hands of the venerable great; commander 
and the procurators of the treafury, and conventual confervator according to 
the tenour of the ftatutes. > 

7. That the bake houfes of the order fhould tie rather let out than kept 
in hand; being of opinion, after a fcrutiny by way of ballot, that the firft 
method would be more to the advantage of the Order than the laft, and there- 
fore they have ordained that they fhall be leafed out the firft of September 
next to the higheft bidder, that Offers the beft conditions, in the opinion 
of the procurators of the treafury, but ftill with the approbation of his emi- 
nence in the council, after it has patted in the council of refervation for what 
relates to the bifltet Of the galleys, the bread of the infirmary, and the pri- 
fon of the flaves, and been examined by the commiflioners deputed for this 
purpofe, in order to judge better of the petfons that offer to take the leafe 
and know with which the order had beft engage. 

8. The fame lords have ordained for good reafohs, regarding the advan- 
tage and good government of the order, that the grand mafter that now is 
and his fucceffors, whether they have or have not the management of the 
tceafury, may fend their fenefchal or any procurator they pleafe to name, to 
fit in the court of the treafury, at the audit, examination and judgment of 
the accompts, at the treating and determination of all forts of affairs whatever, 
with a deliberative, aftive and pafflve voice, according to the rank of their 
preeminence and Handing, and to do every thing thefe that the grand ma- 
tter (hall think fit to order them. 

9. That neither the conventual confervator nor the grand matter’s procura- 
tor fhall be admitted into the court of exchequer, till after they have taken 
the oath which the ordinary auditors of accompts are obliged to take. 

10. That agreeable to the ordinances of former chapters, the refponfions, 
impofts and other dues of the common treafury, impoied and to be impofed 
upon the priories, caftellany of Empofta, bailliages, commanderies, members 
and eftates of the order, mail be paid for the future in every priory and pro- 
vince, as has been always pra&ifed till now, in gold and filver coin current 
in the countrey, according to the regulations of the princes that govern it. 

- 11. That the gold and filver which fliall be fent to the convent by the 
receivers, fliall be of the ordinary Weight and alloy : if it be not, they fliall 
make it good. 

12. That the ordinary fees for paffage fliall be paid, viz. for the brother 
knights two hundred and fifty crowns, and for brother fervants of arms two 
hundred; excepting however the venerable language of Germany, the knights 
whereof fliall pay only one hundred and fifty crowns and the fervants of 
arms two hundred. The brother chaplains, priefts, deacons or fubdeacons 
lhall pay as much as the brother fervants of arms, and the clergy of the 
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letter orders one. hundred crowns as has been already ordered, under the 
title of the reception of brothers. •> - . 

The crowns to be paid for paflage, lhall be crowns of gold in gold or 
their real value : the payment mall be made, into the hands of the conven- 
tual confervator or of the truftees or receivers fettjed in the provinces, which 
being fo paid and received in the venerable languages or priories can ne- 
ver be given back by the treafury, which; is deemed to have anabfolute 
right to them, though the perfons that paid . them dye in the , year of their 
novice/hlp, who fhall be treated in their illnefs, and buried as if they had 
actually made their profeflion, urilefs they had declined taking the habit. 

The fix receivers of the kingdom of France,, in the acquittances which they 
give for the ordinary paflage fees or dhjpenfations fOr want of age, lhall men- 
tion the value of the feVeral coins they receive. They lhall pay back the paf- 
lage money to fuch as lhall not be admitted by the venerable council, for want 
or proofs or otherwife, according to the time that the money lhall have remained 
in their hands. 

13. The fame lords have ordained unanimoufly, after a ferutiny in way of bal- 
lot, that the brother fervants of arms that have been admitted at the prefeat 
general chapter, to the rank of knights of grace of the language, or lhall be ad- 
mitted as fuch for the future, lhall, befldes the paflage they have already paid, 
pay a thoufand crowns of gold, of fourteen tarins apiece, to the common 
treafury, and an hundred of the like value to their language, except brother 
Sebaftian Proft, who lhall be obliged to pay no more than the overplus of a 
knight’s paflage above that of a fervant of arms, in confideration of nis merit 
ana the fervices hC has done the order. 

14. That all the weights and meafures of all forts of grain, herbs, roots, 
merchandize, oil, and other things, as well as thofe of the treafury, conferva- 
tory, and all the others of the order, except thofe of the butchers, lhall be 
ftamped and made equal with the ordinary weights and meafures of the mar- 
ket ; that the office of weigher and meafurer 01 all that is received and deli- 
vered out by the treafury, conventual confervator, and other officers for the 
tables of the brothers, the loading and unloading of the gallies, and the like 
things, lhall be put into the hands of a good and difcreet Chriftian, regular 
in his life and converfation, and not be exercifed by an infidel or Have. This 
officer lhall be fworn, as was the cuftom at Rhodes, and the conventual confer- 
vator lhall diftribute nothing without him. 

15. THAt the ordinances made by the venerable council for the admi- 
niftration and good management of the confervatory, on July 14, 1628. which 
they have maturely examined, lhall be obferved from henceforward, according 
to the amendments made therein 1 chat the oil, iron, tallow, wax, paper, tin, 
lfad, fait, meat, and other provifions, Which are laid up for the fupply of the 
convent, and put in the conferverie, lhall be delivered to the confervator in 
kind, and he lhall make bis difcharge of them in the lame manner in the ac- 
counts he is obliged to give in to the venerable chamber every fix months. 

16. Thai* the timber coming from Venice, or other parts, mall be delivered 
to the commifiary of the works, as has been pra&ifed for fome time. Who 
lhall be obliged to give account of the diftribution he makes of it. 

1 7. Considering the damage which the order fuffersfrom the weights and 
hieaiures of provifions that come from abroad, by means whereof the receivers 
difeharge themfelvcs of greater fums than the confervator charges himfelf with, 
it is ordained, that they lhall, for the future, bargain with merchants for every 
thing that is wanted, (if they can find any that will undertake to run the hazard 
of carrying diem to the magazines at Malta) to deliver them to the perfons de- 
puted oy the board of the treafury, according to occurrences and the ne- 
celfity of affairs : In defeat of meeting with fuch bargains, the receivers that 
are for purchafing fuch provifions, lhall direft them to their correfpondents, 
who lhall deliver them into the hands of the confcrvators. It is not reafonabk 
that the trealuty lhould fuffer fuch great Ioffes as k has done dll now. 

1 8. They have forbid our religious, as well as feculafs, to fell any flax, rice, 
and other merchandize, to the confervators or other officers, as is begun to be 
pra&Hed, and forbid them to purchafe any without leave from his eminence 
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and the treafury board, on pain of confutation of the things that are fold other- 
wife, a third of which (hall go to the informer. Endeavours likewife (hall beufed 
to engage the right reverend prior of the church to forbid the breach of this 
ftatute, on pain of excommunication. The order does not allow any thing to 
enter its magazines, but what is taken from the infidels by its gallies and fhips, 
or has been purchased with the leave aforefaid. 

19. And whereas there has been introduced for fome years part an abufe 
of giving difcharges for confiderable fums, contrary to the one and fortieth 
and feventieth articles of the title of the common treafury, they have forbid all 
receivers to give any for above the fum of a hundred crowns and the fecre- 
tary of the treafury to pafs them, on pain of lofing their falaries for a whole 
year. 

20. As they have, in the prefence of the procurators of the treafury, exa- 
mined the meafure of the cloth fetched from Barcelona, arid of the linen 
brought from Lyons, they have found, that, according to the bills of parcels, 
the yard of Barcelona makes exadtly fix hands of our yard, which makes a diffe- 
rence of nine hands in two ells ; and for this reafon they have been obliged to 
order the confervator to receive the cloth and linen of thefe two towns upon 
the foot of their bill of parcels, and to leave the confervator ofthecloth and linen 
as many yards in the hundred, as the procurators of the treafury lhall think fit, 
fince the diftribution of them is not made according to the fame meafure that 
they are received by. 

21. That the clearing of the accompts given in to the chamber by the cori- 
fervator, the receivers, the procurators, the commanders of the (lores, artil- 
lery, arfenal, ovens, and all other adminiftrators of the revenues and affairs of* 
the order, lhall be made by the fecretary of the treafury, in the prefence of 
two auditors of the exchequer, which lhall be deputed by the court for that 
purpofe ; and that all the three lhall afterwards make their report of the ac- 
compt and the Hate of it, upon which the laft calculation lhall be made, and 
the court lhall give a final judgment, as is begun to be pra&ifed, on pain of 
nullity of the difeharge, which lhall be given in any other mariner. 

22. That on the firft of September next the confervator lhall give in his 
accompt, and difeharge himfelf in kind of every thing entrufted with him, and 
lhall afterwards, every fix months, give in a diftindt accompt, like that of the 
commiffaries of the works, of all that he lhall receive or deliver out during 
the fix months, for the auditing of which the court of exchequer lhall depute 
two auditors, who lhall examine it with the fecretary of the treafury, and make 
their report of it to the court, making particular mention of every kind of thing 
delivered in. 

23. That from and after the firft day of September next, the purfersof the 
gallies lhall no longer deliver in their acquittances to the confervator but to 
the treafury, in prefence of two commiffaries deputed by the court of exche- 
quer and the fecretary of the treafury: The comptroller of the gallies lhall be 
prefent alfo, to verify the acquittances that have been given, which lhall not be 
paffed nor allowed by the confervator, if they are not charged and figned by 
the purfer •, and they lhall keep a regifter for the treafury diftindl from thofe of 
the purfers of the gallies. 

24. That the provifions confignedi or to be configned in kind, except 
fuch as are particularly fpecified in the ordinarice of the Venerable council, 
fhall be put into the chambers or magazines that the confervators lhall think fit 
to appoint for them, under two keys, one of which lhall be delivered to the 
conventual confervator, and the other to his comptroller, who is enjoined, by 
the prefent ftatute, to afiift at the diftribution that lhall be made of it, either 
to the religious or feculars, for two days in the week, which lhall be chofen 
by the confervator. 

25. That when one confervator delivers over his charge to another, there 
lhall always be prefent two commiffaries deputed by his eminence the grand ma- 
iler, with the comptroller of the confervatory : They lhall likewife give notice 
to the auditors of accompts to know if they will affift at it. 

26. Whereas they have found by experience, that the method of not 
changing the conventual confervator and chufing another, but only at every 
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general chapter, may prove very prejudicial to the treafury, they have refolved 
unanimoufly, in the way of ballot, and ordained, for explaining the five and 
fiftieth article of the title of the treafury, that the election of the conventual 
confervator fliall, for the future, be made every three years by the grand ma- 
iler and compleat council, and that it lhall not be allowed to continue him any. 
longer in that poll, and if there happens a general chapter, he lhall be turned 
out as if he had finilhed the time of his adminififation. . 

vj. The fame lords, after coming to a refolution by ballotting, have eleCted 
and confirmed, for conventual confervator,’ the venerable brother Philip de 
Gayette admiral, to exercife that office according to the llatutes, for three 
years, beginning from the firft of Septefnber next, purfuant to the foregoing 
ordinance, which they have ordered to be pun&ually obferved. 

28. Desiring to provide for the eafe of the treafury, as the foregoing ge- 
neral chapters have done, they have entirely abolilhed the abufe that had crept 
in of paying what was called the little price, or the making up of the value of 
fuch provifions as were given out for pay, falaries and other things, and have 
enjoy ned the conventual confervator, and the other officers of the treafury, to; 
fee that the provifions, merchandize, and other necefiaries for cloathing and 
fubfiftence, be delivered out at the rate of their juft value, as after all deductions 
made, it lhall appear to them that they coll, regard being ftill had to the rife 
and fall that may have happened in their price, and the expence it coll to bring 
them to Malta* 

The confervator general and his officers fliall take care to have a juft rate 
of their value fet upon every one of the aforefaid things by the procurators of 
the treafury, and regiftered in the court of exchequer, on pain of making good 
themfelves to the treafury all the damage it may fuftain thereby, which they 
lhall be condemned to in cafe they break through this ftatute. 

29. But to prevent this fixing and declaration of the price doing any preju- 
dice to our brothers, they have ordained, that the treafury lhall continue to 
give them the ufual tables, as has been pra&ifed fince the foregoing general 
chapter, viz. that every brother refiding in the convent lhall receive every 
year from the treafury for his table fixty crowns, of twelve tarins to the crown, 
fo that the treafury is to furnifh them upon their tables oil and wheat in their 
refpe&ive kinds, viz. the cafis of oil for thirty tarins, and a faume of wheat for 
five crowns, of twelve tarins each, though either Ihould have coft more or lefs 
dear at firft, or Ihould be rifen at that timfe to a much higher price than when 
they were bought. Forbidding the treafury to deliver out for each table above 
four faumes of wheat and two cafis of oil a year. If any body has occafion for 
more, he may buy fome either at the ftore-houfe or the confervatory, at the 
price they are either of them fold for upon the place. 

All other provifions, as meat, wood, merchandize, and other vi&uals, 
which fliall be taken at the treafury, more than what is fet down above for the 
tables, fliall be paid for at the rate they are delivered in to the conventual 
confervator and the other officers. Forbidding the brothers that eat in the 
inns to demand of the piliers, or to pretend that they Ihould provide them, 
other meat than fuch as is delivered to them every day at the lhambles of the 
order. 

30. That they lhall pay from henceforward the following falaries, viz. to 
the right reverend prior of the church an hundred crowns, to each of the ve- 
nerable conventual baillis fix and twenty crowns, to their lieutenants, whilft 
they hrv e the charge of the inns upon their hands, a hundred crowns ; to the 
venerable treafurer a hundred crowns, and to his lieutenant fifty, all of twelve 
tarins to the crown, which lhall be paid either in ready money or in provifions 
at the price they are laid in by the treafury. 

31. That befides the falaries aforefaid, the piliers, who are at the charge 
of the inns, lhall likewife receive from the treafury eighty crowns every year 
for the wages of the cook, butler, and other officers necefiary for the lervicc 
of the inns. 

32. That from and after this day, being the day of the publication of the 
prefent llatutes, the governor of the ifle of Goza, and the commandants of the 
city ofValetta, the victorious city, and that of la Sangle, and thofe of the fix 
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parilhes of the hamlets, lhall have no more falaries, nor the half tables which 
they ufed to have from the treafury : That they lhall likewife, every year, cut 
off fixteen crowns three tarins from the commander of the artillery, thirty two 
crowns and an half from the commander of the arfenal, nine crowns from the 
commander of the ftore-houfe, and twenty four crowns from the comptroller of 
the confervatory ; all which is fo ordained by way of ballot, as well for the offi- 
cers that now are, as for their fucceflors. 

33. That the accompts of the tables of the brothers, who, with his emi- 
nence the grand mailer’s leave, eat at their own houfes, and not at the inns, 
lhall be given in every fix months •, and that no body receive any thing what- 
ever from the conventual confervator, the commifiary of the ftore-houfe, or 
any other officer of the treafury whatever, above the Sum of thirty crowns for 
the fix months. If at the clofe of the accompt of his table for the fix months 
pall, any one lhall be found in debt, he lhall not receive any thing upon his 
table for the fix months to come, till his debt be entirely paid, and he lhall 
prove it fo by a good acquittance from the treafury. If however a brother thus 
in debt to the treafury for his table, is not able to pay it, he lhall go and eat 
at his inn, the pilier whereof lhall receive his table out of the treafury, not- 
withftanding his debt, but the debtor lhall be disqualified to have any poll 
till he has paid it. 

34. That all fuch as keep tables, whether priors or conventual baillis, if 
they do not make up their accompt within two months after the half year is ex- 
pired, lhall be likewife as much incapacitated as if they were debtors to the 
treafury, and it may be objcfled to them by any body that has an intereft in 
it, upon a certificate from the Secretary of the treafury, importing, that fuch 
a one has not made up his accounts within the two months after the end of his 
half year, which will happen every April and Oftober, becaufe the half years 
begin in February and Auguft : If he does not, within the half year following, 
pay what he took up in the former, he lhall pay double the fum, befides the 
incapacity he contrails by it, which he lhall continue in till he has entirely 
difeharged the debt. 

35. That the pay lhall be continued juft as it was regulated by the former 
general chapters, viz. to the brother knights two and twenty crowns, to bro- 
ther chaplains and Servants of arms fixteen crowns and fix tarins, and to novices, 
of what rank foeVer they be, Seven crowns a year in ready money of the coin 
of Malta, at twelve tarins to the crown, or elfe in cloth, linen, or other things 
which the treafury and confervatory lhall be provided with : Which cloth, li- 
nen and other things, lhall be delivered to them at the fame price that the 
procurators of the treafury accompted and do accompt actually for them to 
the conventual confervator; they have forbid him, on pain of not having 
it allowed in his accompts, to advance any pay, but upon warrants pafied in 
the exchequer, which, though figned by the fecretary of the treafury, lhall not 
be good, unlefs counterfigned by the venerable great confervator or his lieu- 
tenant. Brothers that are already profefled and wear the habit may have fix 
months advance of their pay, but not more ; which fix months lhall laft till the 
end of February and Auguft. 

That no advance at all be made to novices, of what rank Soever they be : 
They lhall give them, after their novicelhip is expired, an order to receive 
their Seven crowns ; if they let the year following pafs without receiving the ha- 
bit and making the regular profeffion, they lhall not touch any thing at all but 
the feven crowns of the firft year, except his eminence the grand mailer’s pages, 
who lhall be paid the feven crowns without Haying for their profeffion. The 
advance made a brother of half a year’s pay, lhall not put him under any in- 
capacity if he refides in the convent. 

36. That they lhall deliver to the commifiary that prefides over the novices 
a Sufficient quantity of powder for him to make his novices do their exercifes, 
which he lhall diftribute to them upon their receipts, that the value of it may 
be difeounted to them upon the pay that is due to them. 

37. T hat all our brothers that lhall be preSented by the grand mailer to ec- 
clefiaftical benefices that depend on the order. Or lhall be put into them by 
the conSent of the languages or priories, lhall receive no pay from the trea- 
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treafury, if they have a revenue of five and thirty crowns, of twelve tarins ar- 
piece, and upwards. 

38. That all the brother chaplains, priefts that have at prefent any bene- 
fices and cures, or that lhall enjoy any hereafter, on any title whatever, lhall 
be obliged to go and refide upon them ; they lhall not receive any table or pay 
from the treafury, if they will ftay in the convent. 

39. That when the conventual confervator is for giving in his laft accompt-, 
the venerable procurators of the treafury, lhall carefully examine his accompt 
book, and allow him all the payments, that he produces warrants to prove 
that he made by order of the grand matter and the venerable procurators of 
the treafury : Such as he has paid without any fuch warrants, lhall be ftruck. 
out, though he may fue fuch as received them, as for his private debts. De- 
claring moreover, that fuch as be put down as debtors in the faid book of ac- 
compts, lhall be deemed, in all the courts, as involved in a debt to the 
treafury of dangerous confequence; fuch an one as is fpecified in the twentieth 
and one and twentieth articles of the title of fignification of terms, without ic 
being any ways neceflary to fignify it to them in another manner. 

40. That no officer of the order, either regular or fecular, lhall receive, 
from the conventual confervator, any thing whatever neceflary for his office, 
without going firft with his clerk, if he have one, or alone, if he have none, to 
reprefent to the venerable procurators of the treafury the need he has of whac 
he defires, and the manner how he defigns to employ it : Of which the fcribes 
or regifters lhall take a memorandum in a book, which they lhall lhew to the 
faid procurators : Enjoyning withal the confervator not to deliver it till they 
produce a written order from the faid procurators; otherwife it lhall not be 
allowed him in his accompts, unlefs he Ihews the faid order and the acquittance 
of the perfon that received it. 

41. That the comptrollers of the infirmary are not comprehended in the 
abovefaid order. Cafes may happen in which it lhall be fufficient that the ac- 
quittances are figned with their hands. 

42. That the conventual confervator lhall receive in payment, from the 
debtors of the treafury, for fuch fums as they owe to it, acquittances that: 
have been duly pafled in it, without being at liberty to refufe them. 

43. That to prevent a great number of abufes very prejudicial to the trea- 
fury, no pledges of gold and filver that have been depofited in the hands of the* 
conventual confervator by the debtors of the treafury, by way of fecurity for 
their debts, lhall be reftored to them, till they have entirely paid them : If* 
there arife any difpute about the debt, the pledges lhall be kept till it is 
determined ; if the debtor does not take care to redeem them within fix months 
afterwards, they lhall be fold for the profit of the treafury. 

44. That the dead payes, which the treafury pays in the convent to feveral 
perfons that have well deferved, and which are filled up in proportion as they 
fell vacant, lhall be reduced to twelve hundred crowns a year, and be filled up 
as afore, but fo as never to exceed that fum. 

45. That to prevent feveral inconveniences and damages that happen to the 
treafury, when a brother that is indebted to it, lhall, in order to gain digni- 
ties, eftates, offices and votes, or with any other view whatever, lhall have 
paid what he owes into the hands of the conventual confervator, that fum lhall 
be paid him back by order of the grand matter, or of the procurators of the 
treafury, though fince fuch payment there are letters come from the receiver 
or procurator of the treafury, certifying that the fame payment has been made 
into their hands. In this cafe the procuratorsof the treafury lhall order the faid 
receiver or procurator to pay back what they have received, and the conven- 
tual confervator lhall not part with what is in his hands. But if in the mean 
time there appear any other fecret or old debt, no rellitution lhall be made : 
What there was over and above the firft, lhall go to make good the debt which 
was difcovered. 

46. That alignments of the money of our treafury may be made by the 
bare letters of the procurators of the faid treafury figned with their hand, with 
regard to places in the neighbourhood of the ifland, as Sicily, Naples and 
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Rome, and for Turns that do not exceed five hundred ducats ; but all others 
mull pafs in the form directed by the ftatutes. 

47. That all warrants of aflignment for the brothers or others that ought 
to pafs the grand mailer’s feal, lhall be figned by the confervator, and the 
fecretary of the treafury, and regillered in the court of exchequer, as has been 
ufually done with bulls fealed with the leaden feal. 

48. That all alfignments of money paid into the hands of the conventual con- 
fervator, which are made upon the bare letters of the procurators of the trea- 
fury, lhall, befides their fignatures, be figned likewife by the confervator and 
the fecretary of the treafury. 

49. That all the officers of the convent, religious as well as fecular, that 
are concerned in the management of the revenue and eftates of the order, lhall 
be bound to give in an accompt of them every year. 

50. Such as lhall be accomptable to the treafury, or whofe accompts are 
not yet adjulled and pall, lhall not be elefted either procurators, auditors, re- 1 
ceivers or officers of the treafury. 

51. That the commifiaries or comptrollers of the buildings lhall be obli- 
ged, on pain of deprivation of their office, to give in to the court of exche- 
quer, every fix months, an accompt of the timber and other things that have 
been delivered to them. At this accompt the clerk of the buildings lhall be 
prefent, to give an accompt of the receipt and employment of every thing 
delivered to the faid commifiaries, of which he lhall be obliged to keep an ac- 
count in a book. 

52. That the feventeenth article qf the title of baillis lhall be llri&Iy ob- 
ferved, and they lhall name two comptrollers of the ftore-houfe* who lhall 
have one of the keys of it that they lhall keep a regifter of all that is received 
or delivered out ; that they lhall affill at the commanders giving in his ac- 
compts ; that when they lhall unload the wheat, one of them lhall Hay at the 
magazine of the navy to receive it, and have a key, and the other at the llore- 
room where they put it *, that the accompt lhall be given in according to the 
form prefcribed by the llatute, the due execution whereof the great comman- 
der and procurators of the treafury lhall fee to, on pain of being deprived of 
voting in council for fix months. . 

53. That the commanders of the artillery and arfenal lhall, every fix 
months* in March and September, give in, to the venerable procurators of 
the treafury, an account of the number and quality of all things that have 
pafled through their hands and been received and dillributed by them, and 
the faid procurators may, if they think fit, appoint commiffioners to fee it veri- 
fied. If thefe commanders negledt to give in this account, they lhall be imme- 
diately deprived of their offices, which lhall be filled up, without lofs of time* 
by the venerable council, upon the nomination of the great commander. 
Which lhall take place with regard to the commander of the arfenal, without 
breaking in upon the three and thirtieth article of the title of baillis, as was or- 
dered by the decree of the venerable council on the third of April lall year. 

54. That the adminillrators of the money of the treafury may be more ex- 
ail in giving in their accompts, they have ordered, that all receivers, procu- 
rators, embafiadors and envoys, for the foliciting of any affair, lhall, as foon 
as it is ended, give accompt of the money and other things received by them* 
within fix months for fuch as have been in Italy, and within eight for fuch as 
have been employed in France, Spain and Germany 1 and in failure thereof 
lhall be deemed incapable of having any poll, dignity or commandery, and 
of afiiliiog at the councils and afiemblies of the languages and priories, and at 
any others whatfoever, as much as if they were debtors to the treafury. 

55. That the comptrollers of the llore-houfe, arfenal and artillery, lhall 
have a key of .-all the magazines, except that of arms (the difpofal whereof is 
referved to the commander of the artillery) as the commanders of the faid 
llore-houfe, arfenal and artillery have another ; fo that when any thing is to be 
taken out from thence, the commanders and comptrollers too mull affill at it ; 
forbidding to fell any thing that is laid up there, on pain of being deprived of 
their offices. 
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56. That they lhall not give fecular officers upon their falaries any com 
out of the ftore-houfe, or bread out of the bake-houfe, but only to our reli- 
gious upon their tables, confidering there comes a much lefs quantity of it now 
Irom the places which ufed to fupply us formerly, on pain of having what they 
lhall fo deliver to them, ftruck out of the accompts of the commander of the 
ftore-houfe, and officers of the bake-houfe. As for foldiers and others, to 
whom they give corn, befides their pay, they lhall give it them in money. 

57. That they lhall not debate a fecond time in the court of exchequer 
what has been once decreed to be rejected and ftruck out, and the fecretary 
of the treafury lhall for this purpofe keep a regifter of all the decifions of 
that court. If however any body thinks himfelf aggrieved thereby, and that 
he has reafon to complain of their fentence , he may within ten days appeal 
from it to the venerable council, where his appeal lhall not be received till 
he has firft performed what is required of him by the twenty fecond article 
of the title of the common treafury. If he does not appeal within ten days, 
the fentence of the court lhall be final. In the cafes comprehended in the 
regulation of the faid twenty fecond article, the appellant lhall have a year's 
time to carry on his appeal, but in other cafes he lhall have only four 
months. 

58. That the auditors of accompts lhall be obliged to go to the court 

of exchequer, whenever they have notice, for the greater difparch of bufinefs, 
on pain of being fined a crown, if not prevented by forae lawful impediment, 
for the firft time, of two for the fecond, and of being deprived of their of- 
fices for the third negleft. # 

59. Whereas fome that have been prefented to commanderies of the ma- 
giftral chambers, or to others of grace, pretend, after the grand matter's 
death, that they paid more than they ought for annates, though they paid 
it purfuant to an exprefs agreement, and on that account pretend to co/ne 
upon the common treafury for the overplus, it is therefore enabled that when 
they have once paid or promifed to pay fuch annates on a certain foot, they 
lhall not either in the grand matter's life, or after his death, have any claim 
upon the treafury for the reimburfing them what they paid too much. 

60. That penfioners lhall have no demand at all upon the Ipoils of 
commanders deceafed, nor upon the commanderies that their penfions were 
laid on, for any arrears that are due to them, unlefs it be for one year only, 
and fo much of another as had patted before the day of their death , except 
they have a bond from the commanders, or a promife under their hands, or 
had actually commenced a fuit againft them for fuch arrears. Provided ftill 
that if the penfioner lhould get a fentence in his favour, he lhall only have 
a claim to three years of his penfion, including that in which the commander 
died ; the other arrears lhall belong to the treafury, and be thrown into the 
fpoils, which lhall make them good, after all the commanders or baillis 
bond and other debts are paid. 

61. To repair in fome meafure the damage that the difjpolition of the 
foregoing ftatute made in favour of the treafury may occafion to our brothers, 
it has been refolved by balloting, and ordained, that all priours, baillis and 
commanders lhall pay their penfioners punctually, according to the tenour 
of the bulls granted them by the grand matter or the convent : And fuch of 
them as lhall be indebted two years arrears of any penfion whatever , lhall 
be deemed incapable, and debtors in the fenfe of their ftatutes, as much as 
if they were really fo to the treafury for their impofts and refponfions. 

With regard to arrears of penfions that are now due, the priours, bailfo 
and commanders lhall have a year’s time, (reckoning from this very day of 
the publication of the prefent general chapter) .to pay all the arrears of pen- 
fions which they are refpe&ively charged with, ana in failure thereof lhall be 
deemed incapable and debtors as . above. That the receivers when they fend 
the convent a lift of fuch as have not paid the treafury dues, lhall tranfmit 
likewife an account of fuch as have not paid the penfions, what fum they a- 
mount to, and the names of thofe to whom theyi are due. And this lhall no 
way hinder the execution of any fentences obtained by the penfioners, either 
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in the convent, or in the provincial chapters, according to the eighteenth 
article of the title of commanderies. 

62. Whereas it happens frequently that the fervants of our brothers^ 
though paid their wages in their life rime, do neverthelefs demand them after 
their death , under pretence of having ferved fo many years, though it is 
very natural to prefume that they have been paid, and they have fpent their 
wages in fupplying themfelves with doaths and other conveniences , and that 
their mafters let them want for nothing, it is therefore ordained that fuch as 
do not produce any note or acknowledgment of the deceafed in writing, or 
had not fued him for their wages before his death, lhall be prefumed to be 
paid, and lhall have no claim to any thing but their laft year’s wages, for 
which alone they fhall be at liberty to bring their adlion, unlefs the contra- 
ry appears by the book or the difappropriation of the deceafed, in which cafe 
however they lhall not be able to claim more than their wages for three years, 
confidcring that they ought to have got their mafters to pay them in their 
life-time. 

63. That collated copies of the difappropriation of brothers that dye in 
the convent and were fettled there , lhall be fent by the procurators of the 
treafury to the receivers -of every priory. 

64. That the grand mafterand council lhall continue to appoint two comp- 
trollers to take care of the government and expences of the Haves of the or- 
der, according to the inltru&ions that lhall be given them by the grand mafter 
that lhall have the adminiftration of the treafury, or elfe by the great com- 
mander and the procurators of the faid treafury. 

65. That no brother go from the convent without paying what he owes 
to the treafury. If the vicechancellor gives them a licence to go without 
feeing their full acquittance from the officers of it, he lhall be obliged to pay 
all that they owe to it for them. If a priour, bailli or commander go thence 
without paying, they lhall forfeit a year’s revenue of their priory , baillage or 
commandery to the treafury ; if a conventual brother do the fame, he lhall 
lofe a year of his Handing. 

66 . That the vicechancellour lhall not give leave to any brother to go a- 
way from the convent, till the pilier or the procurators of the language he 
is of, have given him a certificate that he owes nothing to the treafury. 

. 67. Forasmuch as the commanderies and other eftates of the order do not 
belong to our brothers in property, the adminiftration thereof being all 
that is veiled in them, they have no authority to engage either them or the 
penfions laid upon them, in any manner whatsoever, contrary to their vow of 
poverty i if any thing be done to the contrary, it lhall be null and void; and, 
according to the ancient ftatutes and cuftom, the dues of the treafury lhall be 
always preferred to all other kinds of debts, even to fuch as arife from per- 
fonal fervices that they were obliged to. 

68 . That the donats or confraters of the half crofs of the order lhall pay 
an hundred crowns of gold to the treafury in gold for their palfage, that no 
licence, lhall be granted them to wear it of gold, not even by the compleat 
council of refervation: Such as have already received the habit, or lhall be 
hereafter admitted to it, lhall wear upon their habit an half crofs of linen 
about the length of two thirds of an hand’s breadth, Sicilian meafure at moll, 
which lhall be fowed upon it , without which they 'lhall not enjoy any of the 
privileges of the order: All brothers and officers of the order lhall have li- 
berty to take the mantle and half crofs of gold from them, if they wear it 
without leave; revoking all graces that may have been granted them by the 
prefent general chapter, or lhall hereafter be granted by the compleat council 
of refervation, for wearing the faid crofs, without having paid their palfage , 
or in cafe of having paid but the half of it; enjoining them to pay their paf* 
fage to the treafury upon the foot of the new regulation, and to make the proofs 
fpecified in the twenty feventh article of the title of the reception of brothers j 
provided Hill that nothing herein be underftood to derogate from the privile- 
ges of the commandery of Modica, and the confraternity of S. John and S. 
George of Saragolfa in the kingdom of Arragon. 

69. Whereas 
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69. Whereas the confratersand donats, fubje&s and vaflals of the priories, 

Baillis and commanderies of the order, have prefumed to caufe great da- 
mages to the treafury, priors, baillis, and eommanders, under pretence of the 
privileges which they enjoy of the order, the fame lords have declared that 
thefe privileges ought not and cannot be drained fo as to hurt the rights of the 
treafury or the revenues of the priours, baillis or commanders, which can nor 
be affe&ed by any privilege whatever, 

70. That the accompts of receivers Jhall be for the future drawn up in « 

tfhe manner prefcribed by the procurators of the treafury. 

71. They refer it to his eminence the grand mafter to pitch upon the: * 
towns and places for the general receipt of the dues of the treafury in every 
priory, where the receivers fhall be obliged to keep their refidence in a man- 
ner proper for the difpatch of publick bufinefs, 

72. That when the venerable bailli of S. George of Lions fhall be al>* 
font from that city, the receiver for the priory of Auveigne fhall be obliged 
to go dwell in the houfe of the commandery, to take care of the archives- 
and writings of the order, paying however rent for k to the baitti, at whofe 
return he fhall be obliged to quit it and hke another. 

73. That the receivers, procurators, ftewards and -other officers of the trea- 
fury may be more careful to fecure and keep the money of the treafury in 
their hands, it is ordained that they fhall be anfwerable for it on their own 
account, and fhall not be allowed to plead that they were robbed or loft it 
in any manner whatever, nor fhall any difcharge from the court of exchequer 
or the grand mafter avail them any thing, but they fhall abfolutely pay the 
money. 

74. They have enjoined the priours to make the commanders pay the 
royal tythe in places where it has been ufually paid, in failure whereof the 
treafury fhall give them no fhare in the mortuary and vacancy. 

75. If it happens that the receiver of the treafury fhould put down in 
his accompts any brother as a debtor to the treafury, who can prove that he 
paid before the doling of the faid accompts, he fhall be anfwerable to fuel* 
brother for all the expences, damages and Ioffes that he may fuffcaiia by that 
overfight, and fhall be obliged to reimburfe him. 

76. That according to ancient cuftom, if a commander has refigned his 
commandery and got a better, or has been promoted to a priory or capitu- 
lary bailliage, and chances during the mortuary or vacancy of die priory of 
bailliage, to dye in the commandery which he had refigned^ and the reve- 
nue whereof he was to enjoy till the mortuary and vacancy of the priory of 
bailliage were expired, the produce of that commandery fhall be liable to* 
the mortuary and vacancy, aft the fame as if he had not refigned it and had 
not been prefented to the priory or bailliage: The fame fhall be obferved in 
all other tranflauons. 

77. The fame lords, in favour of the venerable language of Germany, have 
ordained that the filver plate which is found in, the fpoils of its commanders 
fhall be left where it is, for the honour of the commandery ; provided how- 
ever the fucceffor of the late commander pay the third of its value at the rate 
of eight florins of gold the marc, and give the receiver good fecurity that 
he will not alienate it. The weight and value of the plate and the quality 
of the filver fhall be fpecified in the bond, which the receiver fhall be oblig- 
ed to fend to the convent with his accompts, and in failure thereof fhall be 
anfwerable for the plate in cafe it be made away. 

78. They have refblved unanimoufly by way of ballot and revoked all 
the graces granted by the prefent general chapter, or that fhall be granted by 
the council of refervation, for the confirmation of office, and falaries given by 
Order for life, either to our brothers or feculars, in the convent or out of it, 
except that of Advocate and procurator of the treafury, which they have con- 
firmed to the do&or brother Paul- Anthony Fiore, in confideration of the fer- 
vices he has done the order. 


Againft 
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Jgainft receivers that negleSl their duty. 

Br. MARTIN GARZES. 

79. Since all the dues of the treafury, and revenues of the order, defigned 
to defray the charges of hofpitality, repulfe the enemies of the Chriftian name, 
and defend our convent and the ifle of Malta, one of the bulwarks of Chriften- 
dom, pafs through the hands of receivers ; there is no room to doubt but the 
greater damage the order can fuffer, and created weakening of its ftrength 
mull arife from their negligence and adminiftration. For which reafon we de- 
clare that all the ftatutes and regulations heretofore made againft the debtors of 
the treafury, affe< 5 t in their utmoft rigour all negligent receivers, that are not 
exatt in their payments, and keep the effe&s of the treafury in their hands, and 
therefore deferve a feverer punilhment ; and we accordingly ordain, that when 
they go out of their office, if they do not deliver up to their fuccefiors all the 
gold, filver, jewels, precious ftones, and every thing elfe belonging to the 
treafury, and give in their accompts to the court of exchequer, difeharging the 
debtor part of them, they lhall be immediately, without any further profeeu- 
tion or formality, deprived of their commanderies, members and penfions, 
which lhall be difpofed of out of hand, at the inftance of the attorney of the ex- 
chequer : And though, according to the one and thirtieth article of the title, 
of prohibitions and penalties, they ought to be ftripped of the habit, as 
perjured perfons and violators of the ftatutes, yet, not caring to treat them 
with fo much rigour, we only order them to be imprifoned for life, as con- 
tumacious, rebellious and difobedient perfons, and command it to be executed 
accordingly. 

80. The fame lords, to punilh the faults of receivers in the fevereft man- 
ner, have explained the prefent ftatute of the grand mafter Garzes, fo that it 
lhall orily take place with regard to receivers that are but a thoufand crowns or 
lefs in arrears : But if their charge as debtor is more conliderable, and they 
have not paid it all in to the treafury within a year after their accompts have 
been under the cognizance of the court, they (hall be deemed to have incurred 
all the penalties or the law againft embezzelling the publick money, and be de- 
prived of the habit as facrilegious perfons that have been guilty of a robbery 
very detrimental to the publick, and have carried off what was deftined fqr 
keeping up divine fervice in the churches and hofpitality, and carrying on war 
againft the infidels ; for which they (hall be feverely punilhed, and delivered 
over to the temporal court of the caftellany, to have exemplary juftice done 
upon them, as a thing very neceflary for the fupport of the order. 

81. That for the future nobody lhall be choie receiver that is not a com- 
mander, and after having been three years in his adminiftration, he (hall not 
be deemed to be edntinued, till he has been propofed to the council, and con- 
firmed upon the report made of the regularity of his conduct and his fervices 
by the great commander and venerable procurators of the treafuiy. The or- 
der for confirming him cannot pafs in council without two thirds or the votes ; 
if he has not fo many in his favour, they lhall proceed to the election of ano- 
ther. The fame method lhall be obferved with regard to the ordinary procu- 
rators of the provinces, and of fuch as have (alaries from the treafury. That 
in the priory of Lombardy the fervice of the order requires there mould be 
but two ordinary procurators, and that the procurators, as well ordinary as ex- 
traordinary, (hall have refided at leaft five years in the convent and made four 
caravans; otherwife they lhall not enjoy that prerogative. 

82. That when there lhall be occauon to depute an extraordinary procura- 
tor, or it be under confideration to grant for fome time a privilege of enjoying 
out of the convent the benefit of a refidence in it, there muft be four fifth of 
the votes of the council for the refolution; and that after fix months, reckon- 
ing from this day, all extraordinary procurations and refolutions, for grants of 
refidence out of the convene, lhall be deemed revoked, and they do according- 
ly revoke them all, except the procuration palled in favour of brother Leh® 
Brancaccio. 

Q^q - 8$. Tha*. 
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83. That for the future they /hall fend no embaflador extraordinary, till ft 
has been refolved in council to fend one by two thirds of the voices ; as for 
the perfon to be fent, it /hall be determined by plurality of voices, as ufual. 

84. That an allowance only of fix croons of gold a day /hall be nlade to the 
knight named for embalTadar extraordinary, though he be agreat crofs, and fent 
into any countrey whatever, reckoning from the time ofhisfetting out from the 
convent, and including therein the charges of feluccas, litters, livery, and 
other equipage and extraordinaries. Prohibiting likewife the giving them any 
letters or warrants to take up money from the receivers. They /hall only give 
them alignments for fixed fums in proportion to their daily expence, Which 
lhall be deduced out of their allowance. 

85. That all the receivers of the treafury deputed or to be deputed in all 
the priories of the order, lhall be obliged to give advice once a month to his 
eminence the grand mafter and the procurators of the treafury, of all the mo- 
ney received by them on account of the treafury, And to give in their accompts 
and a lift of the debtors every year, according to the forty third and forty fourth 
articles of this title. 

If there be no provincial chapter held in a priory, the accompts /hall be 
parted in an afiembly to be held immediately after the nativity of St. John, 
If the receivers negleft to do fo for fix months after the provincial chapter or 
afiembly is held, they /hall be put out of their employments, and fuccefiors 
/hall be fent them. Enjoining the fecretary of the treafury, upon his obe- 
dience, to make his report every fix months to the grand mafter and council 
of the names of fuch receivers as have failed to obferve the prefent ftatute. 

86. That all the officers of the habit which are in the convent to make 
the diftributions of the order /hall be changed every two years, and not con- 
tinued for a longer time, except the conVentual confervator, with regard to 
whom they /hall obferve the ordinances that have been made. 

87. That the procurator of the caufes of the treafury. On pain of Iofing 
his poll, and paying back all the fakry he has received, lhall, at leaft once a 
month in the compleat or ordinary eouncil and the publick affernblies of ember 
weeks, after the reading of the rule, read over the lift of the debtors of the 
treafury, who /hall be excluded immediately,. in order to put the fuperiors in 
mind of profecuting or caufiiig the contumacious to be profecuted, according 

the rigour of the ftatutes *, enjoining the great commander and procurators of 
the treafury to fee to the execution of this ordinance. 

88. As the falaries that the fecretaries of the two receipts of the priory of 
Caftile receive from the treafufy, appear to them to be exorbitant, they have 
moderated them, and ordered that they /hall have no more than two hundred 
ducats of gold a-ycai a-picce. They have likewife confirmed the following 
ftatute, which they have ordered to be put after the forty fecond article Of the 
title of the cdmibott tfeafury. 

DicUration for adjitjHng the fprils and the mortuary in eoYnmanderies that are fet out 

upon leafe. 

Br. ALOPHE DE VIGNAdOUR, Mafter. 

Whereas the ftatute above takes no notice of commanderies that are out 
upon leafe, we dekare and orcfain, by our prefent addition, that in the priories, 
eafteflany of EfnpOfta, bailliages Ami commanderies that are out upon leafe, 
the dividing the fpbils firoib the mortuary fhail be made in proportion to the 
months and days, viz. that part of the rent of the leafe that has pa/fed from the 
ISrft of May till the day of the commander’s death fhall belong to the fpoik, and 
Confequerttly be obliged to contribute to the refponfions and imports that 
Ought to have been paid at the time Of the pofleflbr’s death, from which, to 
the firft of May . following, the other part of the leafe /hall make the mor- 
tuary. 

89. Th 6 lame lords have granted the advocate and folicitor of the caufes of 
the treafury, that ate actually in Office, if they* be chaplains Of the order, leave 
to be abfent from the quire, and the fame privileges that the clerks of the 
chancery enjoy. 

i s 90. That 
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90. That In the review of the ftatutes, wherever there is any mention 
made of the florins of Rhodes , they ihall exprefs the value thereof in the 
coin of Malta. 

91. That all fuch as have been procurators and had the management of 
the money of the venerable languages priories, and are in arrears, when their 
poll: expires-, fhall be incapacitated, as much as if they had been declared 
debtors- of the treafury: as likewife all fuch as do not within a month after- 
wards pay the languages or priories- what they owe them. 

92. The fame lords have likewife revoked all the graces and faculties grant- 
ed by the prefent general chapter, or to be granted by the councils of refer- 
vation to oar brothers, of what quality or under what pretence foever, of 
having either their table or pay out of the convent. 

93. Aftbr a foil examination of the twenty ninth articleof the title of the 
common treafury, which treats of the commanderies that fuch as are ftripped 
of the habit are deprived of, they have judged it very ferviceable to the pub- 
lick good, and in confirmation thereof have ordained that it fhall be from- 
henceforward obferved inviolably ; they have however declared for impor- 
tant reaforrs, that in the iafe which has happened with regard to the comman- 
ders of Larino, vacant by brother Julio FalCo’s being deprived of the habit, 
it mall go after his death to the free mutition of the venerable language of 
Italy, notwithstanding this ftatutej and without breaking in upon the rights- 
of the treafury, chiefly with regard to the mortuary, and the vacancy. 

94. They have for the execution of the fifty feventh article of the fame 
title, ordained that the venerable grand commander and procurators of the. 
treafury fhall give account of their admihiftration every year to the venera- 
ble council, on pain of lofing their vote In it for a twelvemonth, and that 
the fecretary of the treafury fhall be obliged td put them in mind of it at pro- 
per times, on pain of lofing his falary for a year ; and that in the month of 
Auguft next, they fhall deliver in their firft accompt for the prefent year. 


Of the Chapter* 

TITLE VI. 

l.THE fame lords have ordained, that by the grace of God, if no change 
happens, the next general chapter fhall be held on the firft Sunday in 
October 1641, which is the day they have fixed for It, empowering however 
his eminence the grand mafter and the venerable compleat council to put it 
off, if they think proper, according to the fituation and circuroftances of af- 
fairs. ■ . 

2. That the affairs to be debated in general chapters muft be determined 
with great prudence and deliberation. They have ordained that as foon as 
the venerable compleat council have ordered the citations to be lflued out, 
and font to all the priories of the order, the fame compleat council fhall, at 
the beginning of the year preceding the holding of the general chapter, ap- 

E >int a commiffary of each language, to draw up the publick memorial to be 
id before it, and rerife the accompts of the treafory, with the procurators 
of it, the conventual confervator and the fecretary, in order to reprefeat 
the true fituation of the affairs of the order to the general chapter. The grand 
mailer’s procurator, the venerable treafurer general or his lieutenant, and the 
vicechanceHor Ihall affift at their conference*. 

3. To terminate all differences that may arife about drawing up the me- 
morials between the brother knights on one fide, and the brother chaplains 
and fervants of arms on the other, which are often carried before the gene- 
ral chapter, it is ordained that in order to draw pp the memorials of the lan- 
guages that are to be laid before it, they fhall depute three brother knights, 
and a bother chaplain or fervant, and that when the memorials are examined 

by the feveral languages to know rf they approve them, the toother chap- 

lains 
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tains and fervants (hall be heard with regard to what they have to offer for 
the advantage of the order as well as the brother knights. 

4. Whereas in feveral languages the conventual brothers pretend that the 
commanders have no right to affift at drawing up the memorials, they declare 
that the commanders are included under the name of brothers, and may af- 
fift at drawing up the memorials, and give their vote in the cafe. 

5. That nothing Ihall be put in the memorials of the priours, baillis, 
languages or priories, but what relates directly to the good of the order, if 
any body has any private affair to afk of the chapter, he muff propofe it 
in a petition. .The memorials of the priours and baillis Ihall be figned with 
their own hands,' and thofe of the languages by the commidioners ; and unlefs 
they are, they Ihall not be received ; yet thofe of the priours, baillis, or pri- 
ories fhall , provided they are figned by the fecretary of the chapter, or by 
a publick notary. .... 

6. To prevent all difficulties that may arife about the election of the fix- 
teen members of the committee of the chapter, they have ordained that the 
two of each language Ihall be chofe by the members of it that fit in the chap- 
ter not by the fame ferutiny but one after the other, and there fhall be as 
many boxes as there are perfons propofed for the firft election which fhall 
be made by plurality of ballots. They fhall take care that no body names 
himfelf or gives himfelf his ballot: which is to be done fecretly, fo that every 
perfon before he puts his ballot into a different box from his own fhall fhew 
that he has it in his hand, and opening it afterwards fhall fhew that he has 
given it ; the fame method fhall be ufed in voting for the fecond member 
of the committee. 

If the votes are equal , the body of the chapter fhall confirm the perfon 
that they think moft capable, without any regard to his dignity or Handing. 
They Ihall not proceed to the election of the fecond, till the chapter has de- 
termined the election of the firft, and in cafe of competition, the perfon that 
they put by, may be chofe the fecond time , which regulation is not intended 
to alter any thing of the agreement between the priories of Caftile and Por- 
tugal for taking one member of the committee out of one priory and the o- 
ther out of the other. 

7. That the perfon fubftituted in the place of one of the fixteen that is 
abfent by reafon of ficknefs or other lawful impediment, fhall quit the com- 
mittee when the other appears to take his place, to which he fhall be admit- 
ted without difficulty. 

8. To prevent the confufion occafioned by the great number of petitions 
ufually prefented to the general chapter, they have ordained, that whilft 
they are examining the powers of the deputies to the chapter, they fhall ap- 
point commiffioners to receive the petitions given in by our brothers whether 
prefent or abfent, which however fhall not be received unlefs they have fign- 
ed them. The commiffioners fhall employ the firft three days not holy- 
days of the fifteen that the chapter is to fit, in making this examination : 
and after that time is lapfed, no petition fhall be either received or anfwer- 
ed ; whatever is done to the contrary fhall be null. 

9. That all the caufes and affairs that have been referred by the general 
chapter and the reverend lords of the committee of fixteen , to the grand 
matter and compleat council of refervation, fhall be determined and decided 
by them, difabling them to refer them to the ordinary council, except fuch 
as by our ftatutes belong to their cognifance. 

10. That the provincial chapters fhall be held in places belonging to the 
order and no where elfe, and that at the breaking up of every chapter they 
fhall fix the place where it is to meet the year following , that fuch as ought 
to be there may have notice of it. If the priour is fick, or fo taken up mat 
he either cannot or will not come to it, his lieutenant or the commander 
of the longeft Handing fhall hold it as the priour’s charge, which for the 
- priory of Caftile and Leon fhall be rated at four hundred ducats, which the 

receiver fhall advance for him, and place to his accompt. That the chapter 
of this priory fhall be held by turns in old Caftile and in the new, and in 
that of Germany, fomedmes at Spire, fomedmes at Friburg. . 

ii. To 
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11. To prevent difputes that may arife in provincial chapters, between 
the baillis that meet there and the lieutenants of the priours about the or- 
der of their feats, they have ordained that in all chapters and affemblies which 
lhall be held, the baillis fhall prefide and take place of the lieutenants, unlefs 
they are great croffes, and that all prefentations and other ads of the chap- 
ter or affembly fhall be drawn up and run in the name of the bailli that pre- 
fides. 

1 2. That all brothers of what degree and condition foever they be, though 
they have not been received in the convent, fhall have a right to affift at 
chapters and affemblies, but have no privilege to give their votes. 

13. That the fecretary of all provincial chapters and affemblies fhall be 
always a brother of the order and never a fecular. With regard to the 
priory of Caftile and Leon , if there be any brother knight in it fit for the 
poft, he fhall be preferred before the reft ; whoever executes this office is 
not to exped any falary from the treafury, in what priory foever it be. 

14. That neither ecclefiafticks , nor feculars, nor regulars of any other 
order, may be admitted to the confutations and debates of the chapters and 
affemblies, nor fo much as allowed to be prefent or flay in the room where 
they meet ; provided however that fuch feculars as have any thing to pro- 
pofe there, either for themfelves or for others who have empowered them 
to ad as their proxies, may come in as ufual. 

15. That for the convenience and advantage of the order, the provincial 
chapter of the priory of Auvergne, fhall from henceforward be held at 
Lions. 

16. That the time when the provincial chapter of the priory of Venice 
is to meet fhall be duly notified to the religious of the parts adjacent, or at 
leaft to thofe of Vicenza, Padua, and Verona, or otherwife the deliberations 
of it fhall be null: 

17. That notwithftanding the cuftom of holding the provincial chapter 
of .the priory of Caftile and Leon in the month of September, and the ftatute 
that orders it to be then held, yet that chapter and thofe of all other prio- 
ries of what language foever they be, fhall from henceforward be held be- 
tween the firft of May and midfummer day every year, abolifhing all cuftoms 
whatever to the contrary, and that all refponfions, imports and other treafury 
dues fhall be paid at that time, as is ordered by the ftatutes, and particu- 
larly by the nineteenth article of the title of the common treafury. 

18. That in the venerable compleat councils of refervation of the gene- 
ral chapter , as well as in all future general chapters, and in the committee 
of fixteen, whenever they debate about granting any grace, it fhall not pafs 
or be taken for granted unlefs two thirds of the votes concur in it. 

That the reverend Jixteen may not treat of any ■particular affair * without an ex - 
prefs order from the general chapter . 

Br. MARTIN GARZES. 

Agreeable to the; laudable and ancient cuftom of the order, for explain- 
ing the firft and tenth articles of the title of the chapter, we ordain that the 
fixteen reverend lords of the committee of the chapter fhall not from hence- 
forward treat or 1 deliberate about any particular affair that concerns either them- 
felves, or is matter of favour to any other perfon, regular or fecular, whate- 
ver, but what has been firft fet forth in a petition which has been read pub- 
lickly in the chapter, and afterwards ordered to be referred to them to de- 
termine in the cafe-, and that whatever is done otherwife fhall be null. 

19. That in the new compiled body of the ftatutes, they fhall add to the 
firft article of the title of the chapter, that the fecretary of the treafury 
lhall be admitted into the conclave of the reverend fixteen, whenever any 
affairs are there debated that concern it, and that in the ftatutes, inftead of 
the term fcribe of the treafury, they fhall ufe that of fecretary of the trea- 
fury. 


R r 
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That the time of the fejfms of the general chapter may he prolonged. 

Br. ANTHONY de PAULE Matter. 

We enatt by way of addition to the fourteenth article of this title, that 
in proportion to the bufinefs before it, and for the determining affairs with 
the greater maturity, the committee of fixteen may continue the fitting of 
the general chapter longer than the fifteen days not holy-days that it ought 
to fit, provided it be not for more than eight days of bufinefs. 

20. That in the provincial chapters and aflemblies no brother fhall have 
a vote, unlefs he has made his profeflion and refided at leaft three years in 
the convent, which he fhall be obliged to prove by a certificate from the 
fecretary of the treafury ; but this is not to effeft the knights of the venera- 
ble language ofGermany; revoking all graces granted in chapter or to be granted 
in the councils of refervation, that are contrary to the prefent ftatute ; except 
that which has been granted to the knight Br. Stephen Sciatino for good 
reafons, only for his having vote in the priory of Meflina , without having 
kept the faid refidence. 


Of the Council. 

TITLE VIL 

i.'T'HEY have ordained by way of explanation of the third article of the 

A title of the council, that fuch as fhall hereafter be admitted and fit in 
council , ( befides the profeflion of faith which is required of fome by the 
pope’s bull) (hall take an oath in the following manner. 

I N. promife to deliver my opinion and give my votes in all fentences and 
other decrees, relating to civil and criminal caufes and the government of 
the order according to the dilates of my confcience; to obferve always the 
tenour of the ftatutes and the laudable cuftoms of the order, to reveal no- 
thing that ought to be kept fecret for the prefervation of the conftitution 
and the good government of the order, to fay nothing to any body of what 
my brother councellors have fpoke in giving their opinions, or of what hat 
been faid in the councils that may be prejudicial to a third perlbn. I pro- 
mife and fwear it upon the holy crofs, fo help me God, and may my foul 
anfwer for it before him, if I do the contrary. 

2. That the oath above fhall be prelumed to have been taken by all that 
are now of the ordinary and compleat councils , and by all that fhall from 
time to time be fubftituted in the councils in the ftead of fuch as are either 
fufpe&ed or abfent. It fhall be enough to take it once, when they are chofe 
by the council, without repeating it every time. The auditors of accompts 
are obliged to the fame. 

3. Whereas grave men ought to be clad in a decent manner, efpecially 
when they give audience and fit in judgment, they have ordained that the 
venerable councellors great croffes, when called by the bell to council fhall 
not appear there without their long garb called Cloccia, on pain of being fined 
one hundred crowns to the treafury for every tranfgreffion, and been deem- 
ed fufpe&ed purely for this offence and expelled the council : excepting how- 
ever the general of the galleys. 

4. That the venerable priours, baillis, and their lieutenants commanders 
and brothers of what degree foever they be, lhall behave themfelves with 
decorum and modefty, whether they are ftanding, fitting, fpeaking or hear- 
ing caufes pleaded, without ufing any indecent gelture or potturein the grand 
matter’s prefence. Such as offend againft this ttatute, fhall be puhifhed as 
the venerable council fhall order, in proportion to the fault they have com- 
mitted. The fame ordinance fhall take place with regard to the court of 
exchequer. 

5. Having 
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5. Having obferved how neceflary it is to ufe precautions as to health, 
efpeciaHy in the dog-days, when the bodies of men are generally feint, they 
have ordained that no caufes fhall be heard from midfummer day till michael- 
mas in any of our councils, and appeals fhall be fufpended during all that 
time, unlefs there be fomething that concerns elections’ and nominations to 
dignities, affairs of ftate, or criminal caufes. 

6. Observing that there are perfons fometimes in the compleat councils 
that are very little acquainted with the affairs of the order, they have ordained 
that every language fhall chufe two brothers of long Handing, well verfed in 
the ftatutes and affairs of the order, fuch as they chufe to be auditors of ac- 
compts, who, after being confirmed by the compleat council, and taking the 
ufual oath, fhall be admitted as well to the ordinary and fecret councils, as to 
the other affemblies, where the baillis, and, in their abfence, their lieutenants 
are ufed to fit. 

Provided however that they are above five and twenty years old, and have 
really refided five years at leaft in the convent, without having made fuch refi- 
dence in virtue of any procuration for another, though it be a receiver ; and 
the fame regulation fhall be obferved with regard to the auditors of accompts ; 
excepting neverthelefs the venerable priory of Portugal, ih cafe there be no 
brother knight in it fo qualified, that the agreement between it and the priory 
of Caftilc may not be broke through-, excepting likewifc the language of 
Germany. 

7. If there be an equality of votes in the compleat council, the fentence of 
the ordinary council mail be deemed to be confirmed. In criminal matters, 
the fide that favours the exchequer fhall carry it, as was declared by the Vene- 
rable council of 1608. 

8. Whereas the caufes of the order are generally fhort, and may be dip- 
patched in a few words, it is ordained, that notwithftanding any conclufion 
made by the parties in a caufe before the commifferies, if they are minded to 
alledge or produce any thing elle before the ordinary or compleat council, no- 
thing fhall hinder them from doing it ; neverthelefs the council may either it 
felf decide the difpute, or fend it back to the commiflaries, with the new 
proofs or allegations of the parties. 

9. That no manner of proof, either by word of mouth or in writing, 
fhall ever be offered againft the records of our chancery, court of exchequer, 
languages or priories, unlefs the perfon that difputes them will charge them 
with forgery, and in that cafe he fliall be fubje< 5 t to the lex talionis. 

10. For the fpeedier determination of fuits, it is ordained, that when any 
appeal is made from the ordinary council to the compleat council, the defen- 
dant may anticipate the time allowed for the appeal, tiring It to an hearing, 
and force the appellant to (land trial. 

11. That for feveral good confiderations, of great confequence to thecon- 
ftitution of the order, and agreeable to the nature of its inftitution and profeF 
lion, they have decreed that all fuits that may arife hereafter, about the ad- 
miffion or rejecting of the proofs of gentility for the brother knights, and of 
legitimacy for the chaplains and fervants, after they have been examined in the 
provincial chapters, and in the languages and priories, they fhall be finally de- 
termined by the ordinary council, and in cafe of an appeal, which is allowed, 
by the compleat council, without any other appeal either to the general chap- 
ter, or any other tribunal whatever, fo that the fuit fhall be finally ended by 
the fentence of this council. 

12. That for preferving noble blood in all its purity in the order, none 
but brother knights fhall have a vote in the deliberations of the languages and 
priories with regard to the proofs of gentility. The brother chaplains or ferr 
vants of arms may however vote there on all other occafions. 

13. That in cafe it happens that any body who fhall hereafter pretend to 
be admitted into the order, be called in queftion for the validity of their proofs, 
they fhall have no allowance from the treafury, either of their table or their 
pay, any farther than the paflage fees, which they have paid will go; fo that 
when it appears by the accompt of the fecretary of the treafury, that they have 
fpent the value of it, they fhall be obliged to maintain themfekrea at their own 
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Cxpence. Neverthelefs, if upon the decifion of the fuit, it appears that theif 
proofs are good, they fhall not- be obliged to pay the treafury a newpaffage. 

14. That to provide againft the frauds and prefumption of fome perfons, 
whenever any candidate offers his proofs to a language or priory, the brothers 
that are in it lhall be obliged to examine them, or to depute commillioners 
for that purpofe, who fhall give their fentiments of them in writing: In defedk 
whereof the mafter and council fhall, at the inftance of the candidate, examine 
them themfelves, or name commillioners to do it, and to declare what they 
think of them in julfice. 

15. That when any proofs of gentility are to be reviewed by the council, 

in what manner foever the affair comes before them* they fhall depute commifr 
fioners to examine them, and befides the two of different nations which they 
are ufed to name, they fhall chufe a third that is unexceptionable of the lan- 
guage of the candidate, who, after hearing the parties, fhall make their report 
to the council. The fame method fhall be obferved with regard to ameliora- 
tion's. ’ 

16 . That in the cafe of law fuits carried on in the languages or priories, if 
thofe who are for carrying them on have not three fourths of the votes to 
warrant them, they fhall do it in their own name, and at their own rifle and ex- 
peri ee. 

17. Whereas it is very fitting that every body fhould give accompt of his 
office and adminiftration, they have ordered the captains of the hamlets and 
the governor of the ifte and citadel of Goza to be called to accompt every 
two years, when they go out of office, before two commiffioners and a law- 
yer deputed by the grand mafter, and the council, as well as all the officers, 
whether brothers or feculars that have been concerned in the management of 
the revenue of the order. 

18. Whereas it appears by experience, that the manner prescribed by th« 
general chapter of A. D. 1597. for appointing commiffioners in caufes brought 
m too great a number before the councils, cannot be conveniently praftifed for 
the good adminiftration of juftice, the fame lords, after repealing the ftatutc 
made in the faid general chapter, have ordained for the future, that in all 
caufes, either civil or criminal, wherein the ordinary or compleat councils have 
thought fit to depute commiffioners to hear, report or determine them, the 
mafter or prefident of the council fhall name fix brothers of old ftanding, men 
of probity, well verfed in the ftatutes and cuftoms of the order, three of the 
nation of one of the parties, and three of the others, according to the cuftom 
obferved in the convent in the nomination of commiffioners of* different nations 
and kingdoms, according to the diverfity of the languages and ranks of the 
parties at law, whofe names fhall be wrote immediately by the vice-chaA- 
cellor upon a like number of tickets cut after the fame manner, folded up 
and put in a bag, out of which they fhall draw them by lot, till they meet with 
two of different nations, who fhall be commiffioners of the firft caufe in 
difpute ; they fhall take the fame method for the fecond, and for all the reft of 
the caufes and furrogations, altering the names to be drawn by the grand 
mailer’s directions. Thefe commiffioners cannot be refufed, without alledging 
good grounds of fufpicion and without proving them very well. 

19. That the parties, though both or either of them defire commiffioners, 
fhall yet fully fet forth the merits of their caufe, as well in the ordinary as the 
compleat council; in cafe commiffioners are named, and they call in lawyers 
to deliver their opinion, they fhall fign what they deliver as fuch, otherwise it 
fhall not be admitted. 

20. In cafe of any difpute between baillis, or between a bailli and a com- 
mander, the mafter and council may name knights for commiffioners. 

21. That his eminence the grand mafter may appoint them likewife in the 
civil caufes of the priors and baillis, in the firft inftance. 

22. Whereas juftice ought to be done in the order in a fummary way, 
to prevent querks and tricks, which are equally troublefome to the judges and 
the parties, the fame fixteen have ordained, that the commiffioners named, or 
to be named, to hear the pleadings, and make their report of the cafe, (before 
whom the plaintif and defendant ought to behave themfelves with refpeCl, be- 
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caufe they reprefent the matter and council) lhall caufe them to appear before 
them at the firft fummons after the caufe is pleaded, without ftaying for a fe- 
cond, and lhall aflign them a time proportionable to the importance of the af- 
fair, within which they lhall be obliged to fet forth their right, produce 
their reafons, proceed to the fad, and reprefent the grounds that they go up- 
on : If either of them negled to do fo, he lhall be condemned of contumacy, 
and his adverfary lhall gain his caufe. 

23. If the commiffioners named by the Ordinary or compleat council, ei- 
ther to hear and report the cafe, and give a decifive judgment in it, or in any 
ocher manner whatever, are either liable to exception, or die, or keep away, 
or have any other lawful impediment, and it be neceflary to name others in 
their ftead, the matter, after fummoning the plaintif and defendant, may, by 
his own authority, fubftitute one or more in their ftead to go on with, and de- 
cide the fuit. 

24. That the priors, baillis or commanders, that, without any lawful 
caufe, refufe to accept any office or commiffion that lhall be given them by 
the matter and council, lhall forfeit a year’s revenue of their priory, bailliage 
or commandery, to the treafury : If it be a conventual brother, he lhall lofe 
a year’s Handing for the benefit of his fiarnauds. If the commiffion come from 
the venerable marlhal, his lieutenant, or the venerable procurators of the trea- 
fury, and the great commander, the marlhal or their lieutenants, complain of 
it to the matter and council, they lhall punilh the refufer as they think fit. 

25. That in criminal caufes, the accufed may offer his reafons of excep- 
tion againft any of the council, provided they are juft and ftatutable, which 
lhall be determined by the matter and council. The lame lhall be obferved in 
the eledion and promotion to priories and bailliages. 

26. That as foon as the commiffioners, appointed by the council, have 
made their report, they lhall be obliged to withdraw, though they Ihould be 
members of the council themfelves; but not with regard to fuch conuniffions 
as concern the well oeing and government of the order. 

27. If any one of the commiffioners or judges deputed tohear a caufe, is 
fufpeded or excepted againft by either plaintif or defendant, they lhall be ad- 
mitted to prove their fads, if they appear pertinent. 

28. Whenever, at a publick hearing, there is any occafion to fubftitute 
a dodor Of the order in ftead of the ordinary judges, he lhall take his feat and 
give his opinion before all the feculars, notwithftanding all declarations to the 
contrary. 

29. If any conventual brother, commander or bailli, be taken prifoner by 
the infidels, the matter and council lhall appoint fome of his friends to ferve 
him as proxies and truftees, and give them what power thev think jproper; 
the fame method lhall be ufed with regard to fuch as run diftraded, efpecially if 
they are commanders: Which truftees lhall be obliged to give in their accompt 
to the procurators of the treafury every year, on pain of being declared debtors 
to it on their own accompt. 

30. That the procurators of the languages lhall ad as fuch in the behalf of 
all perfons that are employed on board the gallies and other veffels in the fort of 
St. Elmo, or the ille of Geza, or in the caravans, or any other way in the fer- 
vice of the order, and likewife in the behalf of prifoners, if they have appoint- 
ed no other proxies of their own, as fully as if they had an exprels procuration 
to folicite and take care of all their affairs. 

31. That plaintifsand defendants lhall only plead by word Of mouth be- 
fore the commiffioners, councils or other tribunals of the order* forbidding 
them to prefent any memorial, and the judges to receive any, though it Ihould 
be the opinion of dodors or council learned in the laws, in luch cales as are ex- 
preffed and regulated by the ftatutes and ufages of the order, though they may 
do it in other cafes. 

32. To prevent all inconveniences that may happen in Council in the deci- 
fion of criminal matters, and hinder any body that lhall be, by plurality of 
voices, judged worthy of punilhment from efcaping it, they have Ordained that 
the ballots of fuch as are for one fort of punilhment, and fuch as are for ano- 
ther, lhall not be put into different boxes, but they lhall debate at firft whether 
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the accufed lhall be Cither acquitted or condemned ; and if the latter bqrefolv’d 
on, they fhall then give their opinions and votes as to the nature and kind, 
of his punilhment. 

33. They have forbid our brothers to aft for the future as attorneys, an 
office that feems mean and mercenary in the councils and other tribunals of 
the order , unlefs it be for great erodes and for brothers that are abfent, 
and in fuch cafe they (hall not, unlefs they are made the principal in the pro- 
curation or letter of attorney, and not furrogated to others, on pain of being 
fined fifty crowns, half of it to go to the treafury, and the other half to the 
oratory of S. John Baptift beheaded, which lhall be paid down upon the or- 
der of his eminence the grand matter, who may levy the money upon them 
by force, without any formality of proceeding at law. 

34. That the thirty firft article wherein mention is made of the leave 
which priors and baillis are to have for going from the convent , appearing 
to them to be too rigorous and fit to be moderated, they have ordained, 
that in order to have fuch leave, it lhall fuffice that they have two thirds of 
the votes of the compleat council, provided however it appears that the per- 
fon who alks it, owes nothing to the treafury, the language or the priory. 

35. In order to be thoroughly inftrudted in the ceremonial that is to be 
obferved at the reception of great lords, and other ftrangers of quality that 
arrive in this city, they have deputed the venerable brothers Don Louis 
de Moncada, great confervator, Jufte de Fay Gerlande priour of Auvergne 
Nicholas della Marra priour of Medina, and James Chriftopher d* Andelau to 
examine all the notes and accounts of what has been pra&ifed on the like 
occafions that are preferved in the records of our chancery and treafury, and 
to make a collection thereof, adding what they think neceflary to be added 
thereto, which they lhall lay before the venerable compleat council of refer- 
vation for their confirmation, after which it lhall ferve for a rule of prac- 
tice when occafions offer. 

36. That according to the tenour of the eleventh article of this title, 
all our brothers that are in the convent, lhall defend their own caufe in per- 
fon and not by proxy ; and in cafe of any lawful impediment, lhall reprefent 
their cafe and plea in writing , except the priours, baillis and other mem- 
bers of the ordinary council, brothers that are abfent or aftually lick, and 
thofe of the venerable language of Germany, any ftatute, cuftom or other 
matter to the contrary in any wife notwithftanding. 

37. That commiffioners deputed in the firft inftance lhall not iffiie out 
any writ of arreft againft any of our brothers for civil debts, without an or- 
der from the grand matter. 


Of the Master. 

TITLE vm. 

I. *T*HE fame lords have granted unanimoully to the moft eminent and 
JL reverend the grand matter brother Anthony de Paule , the ifles of 
Malta and Goza and other adjacent ones, with all and every their jurifdi&ions, 
rights, fruits , revenues, emoluments and appurtenances, but fubjedt to the 
payment of the ordinary charges formerly lata and ftill levied, confirming the 
grant made thereof to him by the compleat council, with every thing con- 
sequential to it. 1 ' 

2. They have likewife confirmed all the collations and grants of com- 
manderies, members and penfions made of grace and in virtue of the ma- 
giftral prerogative, either by the grand matter that now is, or by his pre- 
deceffors, and likewife of all ecclefiaftical benefices made in favour of any* 
brother whatever, that enjoys them are prefen t in virtue of a magiftral bull, 
notwithftanding any defedt or incapacity they, might be under at. the time 
of their collation, fo that they lhall not be molefted at all on that ac- 
count: Provided however that this do not affedt any fuit already commenced 
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in fuch cafe, or the right and intereft that others have therein, which we 
do not intend in the leaft to deprive them of. 

3. They have befides appointed him and his fucceflors an annual penfion 
of fix thoufand crowns of twelve tarins apiece, which ftiall be paid by the 
treafury either in ready money or in provifions at the fettled rate as was or- 
dered in the precedent general chapter with regard to the tables of brothers : 
which penfion lhall never be augmented, diminilhed or altered in any man- 
ner or by any perfon whatever. 

4. That he may not in any manner either for his own ufe or otherwife 
difpofe of the money, jewels, gold, filver pretious ftones, corn, provifions, 
flaves, ammunition or any other effeils of the treafury, without flicking 
punftually in every point to the tenour of the ftatutes. 

5. They have exempted the faid treafury from the charge of keeping up, 
repairing and enlarging the palace and buildings annexed to the mafterlhip, 
in the city of Valette, the notable city, mount Verdale, and the park or 
grove: and of repairing or making new doors, windows, glafles, and other 
neceflaries for them, and likewife of mending the hangings, tapeftry, gold 
and filver plate, brafs ware and the like, for all which the treafury lhall on- 
ly furnilh two hundred crowns of twelve tarins apiece a-year, to the re- 
ceiver of his eminence the grand mailer who lhall fupply what is further 
wanting for fuch repairs out of the particular revenues of the mafterfhip. 

6. That the commanders of the magiftral chambers lhall be bound to 
pay the penfions due from them to his eminence the grand mailer or his re- 
ceiver, in the convent, on midfummer day •, and if they do not pay them 
within four months after the fitting of the provincial chapter, they lhall pay 
double. If they let two years pafs without paying all that they owe for 
the faid penfions, they lhall be deprived of the faid chambers without any 
other fentence or declaration, and his eminence the grand mailer may dif- 
pofe of them to others, as if they were vacant by death or refignation. 

7. He may confer the office of fenefchal whenever it falls vacant by the 
refignation of the perfon that enjoys it, upon any brother he pleafes for 
life. 

8. Agreeable to the ordinance made about magiftral chambers by the 
gentt-al chapter, they have eredted anew the commandery of Kilbarri, Kil- 
larie and Croofbe with all its appurtenance into a magiftral chamber of the 
priory of Ireland, and have annexed it for ever to the grand mailer’s table , 
like others of the fame nature. 

9. Considering the importance of chufing a faithful perfon to open 
and lhut the gates of the city Valette, it is ordained that the grand mailer 
lhall chufe fome brother that he knows well for this purpofe, without in- 
trenching on the right of the venerable marlhal ; and the faid brother lhall 
have a double table from the treafury for his care. 

10. Whereas they have fettled the cafes in which the brothers of the 
order are to be deprived of the habit for ever, they have ordered the term 
for ever to be inferted in the fentences given by the Egards according to the 
nature' of the crime, that it may be known who the grand mailer can par- 
don according to the tenour of the eleventh article of this title. 

- 

i . 4 ' - - ■ 

Of Baillis. 

T I T L E IX. 

1. H E faid lords have made the following llatute to be placed imme* 

-*■ diately after that of the grand mailer , de Vignacour, which treats of 
the foundations, the execution bf which is lodged in the hands of the great 
commander. 
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Of the foundations of the venerable priours Luffan and Gaillard Bois. 

Br. ANTHONY DE PAULE, Matter. 

toR tHe approving and confirming of the foundations made by the vene- 
rable brothers Efparbais de Luffan priour of S. Gilles, and . brother James de 
Gaillard Bois Marconville priour of Aquitain for the building of galleys, we 
ordain that they lhall be entirely executed, according to the pious intenti- 
on of the founders, and the tenour of the foundations regiftred in our chancery} 
and that to prefefve the memory of all that have been made or fliall be 
made hereafter for the benefit ofour treafury, to encourage our brothers to 
imitate them, to make them more eafily known at all times, and provide for 
their more punctual execution, copies lhall be taken thereof, and hung up 
in tables in our venerable court of exchequer to be feen by all the world. 

1. To terminate differences that may arife between the priours and baillis 
about precedence, they have ordained that whenever any difficulty lhall arife 
on this fubjeCt, and there are no certain proofs of their inttitution, the priour 
or bailli that was firtt chofe, lhall take place, but without prejudice to the 
rights of the other in cafe he finds means to prove his precedence. 

2. That from henceforward the conventual baillis who are not at the con- 
vent at the time of their ele&ion, lhall be obliged from that day, to defray 
the charges of the inns, and pay their lieutenants who are there an hundred 
crowns of gold of fourteen tarins apiece a month, for the two years and an 
half that the ftatutes allow them to come to the convent, except the venera- 
ble marlhal admiral, and great confervator, the firtt and third of which, in 
cafe of abfence lhall pay only fifty crowns , and the fecond fourfcore of the 
fame value. Such as leave the convent with licenfe, lhall do the fame, 
though they be fent abroad for the affairs of the order; and from this day 
all the baillis lhall be under the fame obligation, fo that if it appears at the 
end of each half year in the months of February and Auguft that they have 
negle&ed to pay thefe fums, they lhall be incapacitated to obtain any other 
poft, till they have entirely difeharged this debt. 

3. That if a bailli, or priour, or the caftellan of Empotta lhall in virtue 
of his prerogative name any officer religious or fecular that is not ufed to 
be prefented to the venerable council, he lhall be obliged to prefent him to 
the grand matter, who after examining into his fitnels, may admit or reject 
him as he pleafes. 

4. That the venerable capitulary baillis of S. Euphemia S. Stephens, the 
holy trinity of Venufio, and S. John ad mare Neapolis, lhall be from hence- 
forward tty led priours of their bailliages, faving ftill the rights of other pri- 
ours of provinces fo that this new title and denomination lhall make no al- 
teration with regard to them, and the others lhall ftill continue capitulary 
baillis as before. 

5. That the comptroller of the arfenal lhall keep his reiidence in the 
Vi&orious city as long as the , arfenal continues on that fide, and ilhall have 
ah addition of thirty two crowns and an half of twelve tarins apiece made to 
his falary ; but it lhall not be paid him unlefs he actually refides there. 

6. That in the new body which is compiling of me ftatutes, they lhall, 
in the twenty ninth article of the baillis relating to the venerable treafurer, 
leave out the following words ; in cafe he be a knight } if he be a fervant of 
arms or chaplain, an hundred florins of Rhodes. 


Of the Priours. 

TITLE X. 

t. 'T'HE fame lords to prevent greater milchiefs arifing from the little care 
A taken to correct errors, have ordained, that our brothers and fitters 
that are in the monafteries of the order, even thofe of the holy crucifix at 
Pont de la Reine in Navarre, Hull be fubje&, as well as all the reft, to the 
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vifitation and correction of the priours and caftellan of Empofta within whofe 
diftrid they lye, but that no alteration lhall be made in the monaftery df; 
Sixena in Arragon of old foundation, till the fuit .commenced on this accoUhc 
be determined. The convent of the reformed of our order at Thouloufe 1 
lhall own the priour of S. Gilles as their fuperiour, according to the tenour 
of their foundation. * • > 

2. That all brothers who lhall hereafter obtain any commanderies by the 
grace of the priours, lhall |>ay a year’s revenue to the tfeafury, according to 
che rate it is fixed, at, within fix mohths from the date of their prefenfation } 
and in failure thereof their grant lhall be null, and the commanqery devolve 
to the mutition of the language or priory it depends upon. 


Of the duty of the Brothers; ■ 

TITLE XL 

i. 'T'HE fame lords obferving that the ordinance made at Rhodes in die 

-I- laft general chapter, clalhes with the Vow of obedience, by ordering 
that fuch as are twenty years Handing, and have relided ten in the convent, 
lhall be excufed from the caravans of the galleys, have ordained that ncK> 
withftanding this ftatute, his eminence the grana mafter that now is, ahd his 
fuccefiours, may, if they think fit, command brothers of that Handing to 
ferve on board the galleys with the ordinary caravaps, without their pleading 
any privilege to excufe themfelves. 

2. That fuch as have been admitted, or lhall be hereafter admitted, ' 
though under age, in any manner whatever, lhall not be jubileed or have 
their quietus, till after they are twenty five years Handing, have relided ten, 
years in the convent, and made at leaft four caravans on board, the galleys. • 

3 - That no body for the future lhall be exempted from his lhare offer- 
vice in the caravans, except the officers of the order, fuch as are about the 
grand mailer’s perfon and employed in his houfehold, apd the piliefs of the 
language that are actually taken up with keeping the inns, whofe privilege 
lhall extend no farther than to one religious whom they may keep with them, 
declaring that the time which they /pend in the offices erf the order, lhall 
not be put on the foot of that which they ought to pafs in th<? caravans, 
except with regard to the grand mailers officers , tWo yeafs of whofe fer- 
vice lhall be reckoned to them as one year’s caravan , the fame as if they 
had ferved in perfon on board the galleys. 

4. That fuch brothers as whilft they are in the fervice of- the order are 

taken prifoners by the infidels, lhall receive their table and pay from the trea- 
fury all the time of their captivity, and be deemed refident in the convent 
all that while. Every year of confinement lhall be reckoned to them for a 
caravan as much as if they had made it on board the galleys. Their table 
and pay lhall be delivered to their curators of truftees that lhall demand it for 
them, to ferve either to redeem them out of captivity or relieve them under 
it, as the mafter and council lhall fee fit. • 

5. That on the firft Sunday in May, or elfe the fecond, if the firft day 
of the month falls upon a Sunday, all the brothers lhall appear in their: inns 
with their arms, ana pafs in a review before the commiflanes according to 
cuftom. 

6. That in favour of liberty, the Haves of both fexes that belong to our 
brothers, and are born of Chriftian women, and baptized, lhall not be fold. 

7. That to prevent abufes committed in continuing the officers of the 
treafury, all thofe officers, even the comptrollers, lhall bi changed every 
two years, and a month before the end of their adminiftration, they fliall 
deliver in a furrender of their offices to the grand mafter, or Iheh. other 
perfon whofe bufinefs it is to receive it, on pain of forfeiting a half year’s 
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revenue if they are commanders, and of payings fine of an hundred crowns 
to the treafury, if they are conventual brothers. 

They have confirmed the following ftatute and drawn it up in thefe 
terms. 

Of the caravans which the brothers are to make on board the galleys. 

Br. MARTIN GARZES. 

BfeiNG minded to provide for the well manning of our galleys, we ordain 
that all the brother knights and fervants of arms fhall be obliged to make 
four caravans in perfon on board the galleys of the order, before they fhall 
be capable of enjoying any commanderies whatever, and that no body fhall 
be admitted to mute his caravans till he is full twenty yean old. 

S. That they fhall leave thefe words,' (( or by fome body elfe,” out of the 
eighth article of the title of commanderies where it (peaks of caravans, requi- 
ring every body to make them in perfon ; that the caravans be diftributed in 
all the languages according to the order of (landing} fo that there (hall be no 
palling by one to take another, and the perfon whofe turn it is (hall make it 
nimfelf, On pain of nullity, if any body elfe make it for him ; in which cafe 
it (hall be of ho ule to either of them to qualify them for offices, much left 
if he was a filpcrnumerary. They refer it to the grand matter's difcredon to 
grant difpenlations in cafe of fickneis. 

9. That if a brother knight or fervant of arms has not made his four 
caravans, before he is fifty years old, he (hall be incapable of ever having 
any commandery, benefice or office of the order, though he (hould make 
them after that age. Declaring that after a year, reckoning from this day, 
every body (hall be included in the prefent regulation, which (hall affe& 
them all alike. 

10. That for the future the governours of Goza, and of the catties of S. 
Elmo and S. Angelo, and the commanders of la Valette, the victorious city 
and the ifle de la Sengle (hall not put any body in the places of foldiers that 
are vacant either by death or delation , nor in the polls of alfiere , clerk , 
fergeant or corporal} but all thefe officers as well as thofe of the prifon of 
the (laves and the ipakehoufes of the order (hall be prefented by his emi- 
nence the grand matter, all cuftoms or ulages to the contrary in any wife 
notwithftanding *, recommending to his eminence, when he is going to dif- 
pofe of thofe pofts, to make choice of men of fenfe and courage, who have 
lerved well for a long time on board the galleys, and to prefer them be- 
fore all other candidates. 


Of Elections, 

title xn. 

* 

1. i T , HE fame lords, to do honour to the priorial dignity of the great 
A church of our convent, and keep it from becoming contemptible, and to 
provide that the election to it may be canonically made, have ordained that 
the treafury fhall pay one thouland two hundred crowns of twelve tarins a- 
piecea year to the priour, in lieu of the commanday of date of the knights 
of his own language and priory, which ufed to be given to the priours, in 
right of their priorial church; which commandery fhall be from henceforth 
extin& and fupprefTed. 

2. Whbkxas the brothers are obliged in all eleftions and nominations to 
pofts, offices and dignities to give their votes purely and Amply without any 
new to intereft or any manner of affe&ion, they have forbid all and every of 
them, of what rank, office or dignity foever they be, to folicit votes 
either for himielf or for any body elfe, or require any promile of them, as 
they likewife do all fuch as have votes to make any promife of fuch a na- 
ture. 
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tore, on pain of being punilhed by the matter and council, even with de- 
privation of the habit, in proportion to the confequence of the thing. 

3. They have granted tne matter and council power to appdint two bro- 
thers, men of probity; to takb care of the buildings of the order, who (hall 
count over the workmen employed about them every morning and evening, 
and write down their names in a Book. 

4. That in the new body offtatutes which is tompiling, they (hall in the 
twelfth article which treats Of the procurator general in the court of Rome, 
infert the following words , “ embafladour to his holinefs our lord, and pro- 
“ curator general at the cdurt of Rome.” 



OF Commanderies. 


TITLE Xin. 

1. THE feme lords have ordained, with regard to commanderies that are 

A difpofed of by the prerogative and grace of the grand matter, as 
well principal ones as fuch as are exchanged, that his eminence (hall not have 
power to keep in his hands, divide or dittnember any part of them for the 
future. The grand matter however for the time being, and his fucceflbrs; 
fhall have power to charge them with penfions not exceeding the fifth part 
of their revenue, which they may grant to fuch brothers as are qualified to 
have them : declaring that their magiftral grace and prerogative (hall not ex- 
tend lb for as to grant any to fuch brothers as have not kept three years re- 
fideiice and made tWo entire caravans , or are of one priory when the com- 
tnandery belongs to another, which has its particular commanderies appro- 
priated 1 b it. But where the commanderies are common tb all the prioriei, 
as in the venerable languages of Provence and Italy, the grand matter may 
difpofe of commanderies and petitions indifferently to all the brothers of the 
fame language, that the commanderies he is to prefent tb ih virtue of his 
magiftral prerogative and grace belong to. 

2. That his eminence and his fucceflors may Confer, and by Ode or more 
bulls divide peiilions that are refighed to him on account bf hiS magiftral gra- 
ces, as well for the commanderies of grace as the magiftral chambers. The 
like liberty is granted to pensioners that refign their penfions tb others} they 
may either give them up entire. Or referve themfelves a part of them, pro- 
vided it be with the confertt of the commander, as has been already declared 
by a particular ftatute. 

3. The fame lords have likewife allowed his eminence the grand matter 
and his fucceffors to keep to themfelves a whole year's revenue of all the 
commanderies that are of their nomination, in virtue of their prerogative; 
according totheftatutes*, referving always the dues of the trealhfy impofed or 
to be impofed, which we do not intend to derogate from in any retpebt 
by granting the prefent faculty : ordering the revenue of the feid firft year 
to be paid him at the time prefixed and ftipulated, after the delivery of the 
letters or bulls, by fuch as are prefented to tne faid commanderies ; in failure 
whqreof the grand matter may revoke his prefentafion and difpofe of them to 
what other brothers he fees fit. 

4. They have allowed him to confer for life; and gntht a perpetual leafe 
of his magiftral chambers to fuch brothers as he pleafes, provided they are 
of the fame languages and priories as the chambers are, referving always die 
dues of the treaforv, and fuch penfions as he thinks fit for himfelf and his fuc- 
cefiofs : which conations, refetvadons and leafes (hall be of the feme force as 
if made by a general chapter. 

5. They authorize him likewife to make ah exchange of magiftral cham- 
bers for commanderies of grace, and of commanderies of grace for magi- 
ftral chambers, and difpofe of them with the fame authority as of other ma- 
giftral graces and prerogatives. 
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They allow him alfo to keep and receive two whole years revenues of 
fuch magiftral chambers as he fets and leafes out For life, referring always the 
dues of the trcafury. Which revenues lhall be paid at the times fpecified 
iA the leafe of the 1 commanderies arid magiftral chambers: and in failure 
thereof the grand mafter may revoke them, and put in’ other religious. 

7. They empower him too to keep or grant one or more penfions, provi- 
ded they do not exceed the fifth part of the revenue of the commanderies and 
magiftral chambers we have been fjpeaking of, and befides the ordinary pen- 
nons which belong to the grand mailers, he may create others till they amount 
to a fifth part. 

8. They give him liberty to exchange the penfions referved out of the faid 
commanderies and magiftral chambers, for any other penfions or members, 
even to give one penfion for feveral, and to diftribute fuch as he has got this 
way, to any brothers he pleafes of the fame language and priory. 

9. If he happens to give any commandery of grace, or magiftral chamber, 
to any brother that has a member or a penfion, . he may keep the member or 
penfion to difcofe of to what brother he pleafes, or elfe exchange them with 
the commandery of' grace or magiftral chamber. ' 

10. Since he is allowed by our ftatutcs to exchange a commandery which 
belongs to him by his magiftral prerogative, with a brother that has another 
commandery, and to difpofe of that which he acquires, as by his prerogative, to 
fome other religious, and keep a penfion upon that which he fo difpofes of, 
provided it do not exceed the fifth of its yearly income ; they have likewife 
allowed him to keep a like penfion upon that which he gives in exchange. 

11. They have allowed him to exchange twice fuch commanderies as belong 
to his magiftral grace and prerogative, according to the ftatutes, and not only 
to give fuch commandery to the perfon that leaves him one of thofe that he 
enjoys, on the fame title that he held his former, according to the twenty 
fifth article of the title of commanderies, but alfo to exchange once more 
that which he acquires by the faid change, and give it to any commander dif- 
ferent from him chat he had it from, who lhall give him his, to hold it by the 
fame title as that which he enjoyed before. He may likewife difpofe of this tb 
another brother of the fame priory and language. 

12. That he lhall not difpofe of any commanderies that belong to his ma- 
-giftral grace, but when they are vacant, either by death, promotion to fome 
-dignity* or refignation of the brothers prefented to them. 

13. To afford our brothers better opportunities for relieving their poverty 
•and maintaining themfelves honourably, according to the ordinances of the ge- 
neral chapter held in the time of the grand mafter brother Martin Garzes, and 
of the laft chapter under the grand mafter de Vignacour, the fame lords have 
allowed the venerable priors, baillis and commanders of amelioration, to create 
penfions upon their priorial chambers, bailliages and commanderies of ameliora- 
tion, by one or more letters patents, to one or more religious profeffed, not indebt- 
ed to the treafury, and qualified tO enjoy penfions in their priories, provided 
-they do not exceed the fifth of the yearly value of fuch priorial chambers and 

commanderies of amelioration, as rated by the tax of fifty thoufand crowns. 
In granting thefe' penfions they lhall obferve the following method. 

After the penfioner has got a grant of it, he lhall, upon the inftrument 
.drawn of it, get bulls from the venerable ordinary council, who lhall judge of 
his capacity or incapacity, as well as of the exceeding and nature of the fifth. 

They have likewife allowed the faid priors, baillis and commanders of ame- 
lioration, to grant penfions by way of fupplement of the faid fifth j and when 
they lhall be vacant, to give them likewife to other brothers that lhall be quali- 
fied for them, and not debtors of the treafury ; obferving always the rule pre- 
. feribed above, that fuch penfion do not exceed the value of the fifth of the re- 
venue of the bailliage, priory or commandery, in whatever manner the vacant 
penfion was impofed, whether under or above the fifth, depriving them how- 
ever of thev power they had of granting members, in virtue of regulations 
.which, they have repealed and annulled/' 

They have allowed the brothers that enjoy any commanderies of magiftral 
grace, to grant penfions that fall vacant or are redeemed by themfelves, to 

others, 
• * 



Digitized by 


Google 



4 - 


THE ORDER OF ST. J OHN OF JERUSALEM. \ 6 9 

others, provided .they are qualified to accept them. The perfons to whom 
they are granted ihall be obliged to folicit bulls for them from the ordinary 
council, excepting magiftral chambers, the penfions whereof cannot be granted 
a fecond time, and provided neither the perfon that gives the penfion, nor he 
that receives it, be in debt to the treafury. They have finally declared that all 
creations of the faid penfions muft be patted by fome aft of the chancery, or. 
before a notary *, otherwife they Ihall be null. 

14. They have allowed our brothers to exchange their penfions of equal 
value, and part with them to other brothers that are qualified, with die content 
of the poffeffors of the commanderies they are charged .upon, provided how- 
ever they get their treaty confirmed by the venerable council, -and obtain the 
bulls for it, and that neither of the perfons that make the exchange are debtors 
of the treafury. 

15. They have forbid all commanders and beneficed perfons to lay any pert- 
fion upon commanderies of cheviffement, or upon ecclefiaftical benefices, 
whether fimple or with cure of fouls, on pain of nullity, without having any 
regard to the petitions prefented to the prefent general chapter, in order to 
obtain liberty to charge or receive ftich penfions : They have revoked all that 
have been already granted, and forbid the councils of .refervation to grant any 
for the future. 

16. After having duly examined the fortieth article of the title of com- 

manderies, where mention is made of their exchange, they have found it too 
ftrift, there being very feldom an exaft equality between the value of the com- 
manderies and the ages of the perfons that exchange them, and have given the 
venerable ordinary council, as reprefenting the general chapter, authority to 
confirm all manner of exchanges of one commandery or member for another 
between brothers of the fame language and priory, and have vacated the faid 
fortieth article in whole or in part and every other ftatute contrary to this ordi- 
nance, provided the parties that make the exchange owe nothing to the 
treafury, and have antecedent to the council’s approbation of it, got the con- 
fent of the greateft part of the brothers of the language or priory where the 
things exchanged lie ; otherwife the exchange Ihall be null. 1 

17. To correft fome abufes that have been introduced, and in conformity to 
the ordinance of the precedent general chapter, they have forbid the venerable 
priors, caftel lan of Empofta, baillis and commanders, of what quality foever, 
to grant any offices ofjuftice, or other, offices of their priories, caftellany, bail- 
liages or commanderies, to any body for life, in recompence of fervice, but 
only, to enjoy them durante beneplacito: Annulling all grants of the faid offices 
made or to be made, that are not agreeable to the prefent ftatute, and all 
other kind of graces whatever that have been granted by the prefent general 
chapter, or may hereafter be granted by the councils of refervation. 

18. That the priors, baillis and commanders of the priories, caftellany of 
Empofta, bailliages and commanders which have penfions charged upon their re- 
venues, fhall be obliged to pay them really and in faft to the penfioners or 
their proxies, at every provincial chapter, which, in failure thereof, Ihall iffue 
out mandates to diftrain, befides the penalty of incapacity incurred by bad pay- 
mafters, according to the tenour of the ftatute lately added to the title of the 
common treafury. 

19. In conformity to the fixteenth article of the title of commanderies, they 
have ordained, with regard to fuch as have been conferred and obtained in 
virtue of the magiftral grace and prerogative, according to the four and twen- 
tieth and five ana twentieth articles of the fame title, that they fhall not be lia- 
ble to any objeftion on account of the want of amelioration, till fix years after 
the perfon prefented to any fuch commandery has enjoyed the revenues of it, 
which he does not begin to do till after the mortuary and vacancy are expired ; 
but in thefe fix years we include that, the revenue whereof is due to the grand 
matter. 

20. Whereas fome commanders pretend that they are not obliged to make 
or to prove that they have made improvements on the commanderies which 
they enjoy by right of exchange, under pretence that having made them in 
thofe which they have exchanged, they, are excufed from making them in thofe 
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which they have acquired by that method. They have, to prevent all 
fort of difputes, ordained, that the want of amelioration, or not having made 
improvement*, may be objeded in commanderies that are exchanged, and got 
either by grace from the chapter and mafter, or by the confent of the languages 
and convent, or otherwife in way of exchange, after five years are paired fince 
the day that the perfon collated began to enjoy the revenues thereof, or after 
fix years, including that which belongs to the grand mafter, according to the 
purport of the foregoing ftatute. 

a i. The fame lords have added to the twentieth, twenty firft and twenty 
fecond article* of the title of commanderies, that for the future, as foon as 
the commanders have drawn up their terriers, which they are obliged to do 
every twenty five years by the ftatutes, they Ihall every one take care to 
have a copy thereof in due form, put in the archive of the priory, or in the afts 
of the provincial chapter upon which their commandery depends*, and Ihall in- 
fest a certificate of their delivering it in the account of their ameliorations. 

That if twenty five years are not yet lapfed fince the giving in of the- 
laft terrier, fo that they may excufe thcmfelves from making a new one, he 
fhall be obliged to infert in the faid accompt good proofs that the copy of 
which he produces of the terriejr is in due form, and agreeable to that which is 
kept in the archive of the priory or in the records of the provincial chapter. 
In cafe it has not been yet delivered in, he fhall be obliged to have one made 
at his own expence, before he finiihes the account of his ameliorations, and 
have it actually put in the archives, or in the records of the chapter, and Ihall 
infert an atithentick certificate thereof in the faid account. 

If, in fine, it appears, that it is not yet twenty five years fince one of 
his predeceffors in the commandery put fuch copy into the archive, it fhall fuf- 
fice if he produce the certificate of its being done, and fet it forth in the account 
of his ameliorations. All fuch as fhall be made, for the future, after the 
publication of the prefent ftatute in the provincial chapters and affemblies, in 
which they fhall negledk to obferve all foat is prefcribed above with regard to 
terriers and copies of them, fhall be null and of no force, and be reje&ed as 
fuch. 

22 . Whereas commanders and others, under pretence of having made im- 
provements and ameliorations in their commanderies, at a time when they 
were not obliged to make a new terrier, will not give themfelves the trouble 
of making one , even after the twenty five years are expired. They have 
declared, that, in fbch cafe, the commander* and others are obliged to it by 
the ftatutes, and to fend the convent good proofs that they have difcharged this 
obligation *, and in failure thereof fhall be declared as incapable, as if they had 
not made any amelioration at all i provided that nothing herein any ways affe£fc 
the twenty third article of the fame title. 

23. The fame lords have ordained, for important confiderations, that, for 
the future, no commander fhall make up any accompt of his ameliorations in 
his commandery, till three years after he has begun to enjoy the revenues of 
it : Such as are made before that time Ihall not be allowed, except for fuch com- 
manderies as are held by right of exchange, by the magiftral grace or the con- 
fent of the languages or priories, or by any other title whatever, in cafe the 
commanders made no ameliorations in thofe that they quitted, and in this cafe 
the three years fhall be computed from the day that they get poficffion of the 
new commandery, as are the five or fix years fixed for proving their ameliora- 
tions, provided ftill that the commander made no amelioration in the comman- 
dery that he quitted. 

24. Whereas there are fome commanderies without any houfe upon them, or 
at leaft any thing that is fit to dwell in, and the commanders pretend to exempt 
themfelves from refiding there the five years required by the ftatutes, they 
have ordained that fuch commanders, except thofe of the venerable priories of 
Catalonia and Navarre, and of the chaplains of the order and fervants of arms, 
ihall, among other ameliorations, be obliged to build houfes fit for themfelves 
and their fuccefiors to dwell in at their own eiqrence, or purchafe others alrea- 
dy built, in the moft convenient places of their commanderies for them to re- 
fide hi. Such as fhall have anfwered the intent of this prefent ftatute, by fhew- 
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ing that they have laid out a thoufand crowns either in building or in a pur- 
chafe, fhall be deemed to have kept all their five years refidence, though they 
have really kept little or none at all. Otherwife they fhall be obliged to keep 
it all, either in the commandery or convent, if they have not fully executed 
the purport of this prefent ordinance. 

25. They have confirmed the ordinance of the foregoing general chapter, 
expreffed in the twenty fifth article of the fame title, which obliges the priors 
and baillis of the venerable languages of Spain to make ameliorations and ter- 
riers in their priories, caftellany of Empofta and bailliages, as well as the com- 
manders, on pain of paying double reiponfions to the common treafury foe- 
ceflively for every year that they fhall negleft to difeharge this obligation after 
the term prefcribed, befides other penalties threatned by the ftatutes. Adding 
further, that not only fuch as have been now fpoken of, but likewiie all the 
priors and baillis of the other venerable languages, are obliged to make fuch 
ameliorations and terriers, under the fame penalties of paying a double refpon- 
fion, and whatever other punifhment is infilled by the ftatutes. 

26. That the brother chaplains and fervants of arms, of what language fo- 
ever they be, fhall be obliged to make ameliorations and terriers of their com- 
manderies, as well as the brother knights, on pain of being declared incapable. 
If they let two years pafs, after the term prefixed, without making any, the 
provincial chapter fhall depute two commiflioners, who (if there has been 
none made for twenty five years paft) fhall make fuch ameliorations and ter- 
riers at the expence of the faid chaplains and fervants of arms chat have neglefted 
to make them, and fhall take up as much of the revenues of the commande* 
ries, as is neceffary for the due going through with a work fo neceffary for pre- 
fervirrg the eftates of the order. 

27. To prevent all manner offuits and differences they have declared, that 
if at the time of the mutition of any priories, caftellany of Empofta, bailliages, 
dignities and commandcries, any brother of a language or priory fhall prefent 1 
the proofs of his ameliorations made according to the ftatutes, and they be de- 
clared good and duly made, he may obtain fuch priory, bailliage, cotrnnan- 
dery, and other dignity; fo that though they ought to proceed immediately in 
fuch language and priory to the mutition of the dignities of great croffes, ac- 
cording to the purport of the forty fecond article of this title, yet they fhall 
not proceed to the ele&ion or promotion of the prior or bailli till eight days 
of bufinefs after the mutition, in cafe there he any fuk brought before or com- 
menced at that time in relation to the ameliorations, and the council fhaM de- 
cide the fuit within the faid term of eight days : In every thing elfe they flail 
follow the form prefcribed by the ftatutes. 

28. Whereas there often happen tumults in the aflemblies of the languages 
or priories that oblige them to break up, which is frequently done defigneefly 
for that purpofe, to the prejudice of fuch as make or offer themfelves to make 
any demand; they have ordained, that when the languages meet with the 
grand matter's leave about a mutition, or in any other bufinefs whatever, all 
the brothers fhall be allowed, notwkhftanding the tumult, to make their de- 
mand, and caitfe it to be entered upon the minutes or rough journal of the 
language or priory, and in cafe it be not fo entered, fhall have it registered in 
chancery. Such demand fo made and regiftered fhall be equivalent to a muti- 
tion, and fhall give the perfon that made it the fame right that he would havo 
had, if the language or priory had finifhed their deliberation and the mutition 
had been made there in form, fo that no muthion made pofterior to k fhall 
affedt his right at all. 

29. The fame lords perfuaded that it is of great importance to commande- 
ries that the commanders refide upon them, have ordained unanimously, that 
the refidence which they fhall make m the convent for two years after they 
have got poffelfion of their revenues, fltall not be taken in lieu of that of five 
years which they are to keep upon their commandcries, unlefs they are dif- 
penfed with by the grand matter and council, and are detained in the convent 
to exercife fome pubHck pqft or office of the order or grand matter, or by forae 
other lawful impediment, with regard to which they refer themfelves to the 
grand maftor and council's declaration in the cafe; If any commander, of 
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what condition focverhc be, is for flaying in the,., convent longer than, two; 
years, without being detained there in the manner that is faid above, he (hal£, 
not be allowed any table from the common treafury. 

. 30. To remove and prevent all difficulties that are rifen or may rife between.; 
our brothers in relation to their (landing in order to chevir, or ameliorate, they . 
have declared, that from henceforward there (hall be no diflin&ion or difference ' 
made on that account between the Handings, and that they may give them to t 
all commanders that are in the convent, provided they are qualified to have 

them, and can prove their refidence for five years upon the faid commandc- 

ries, as well as tneir ameliorations made in them and duly received and appro- . 
ved by the convent . .. 

A commander that is predated to feveral commanderies, by any title 
whatfoever, is deemed to have f made his refidence of five years, if he (lays 
all that time either in onealone^, or in all of them by turns, or in their mem- . 
bers, or is abfent from thence. by an exprefs commiflion from the grand ma- 
iler and council for the publick affairs of the orders or elfe refides. in the con- 
vent, according to the regulation of the precedent ftatute. 

As for faculties of Handing in order to chevilfement, the following order is , 
to beobferyed. In the venerable language of Provence they grant them to 
twelve brother knights and five brother chaplains or fervants of arms. In that 
of Auvergne, to feven knights arid four chaplains or fervants. In the priory 
of France, to feven knights and four chaplains or fervants. In the priory of 
Aquitain, to fix knights and two chaplains and fervants. In that of Cham- 
pagne, to four knights and two chaplains and fervants. In the venerable lan-' 
guage of Italy, to twenty eight knights and fix chaplains and fervants. In the . 
cafiellany of Empofla, to eight knights and four chaplains and fervants. In 
the priory of Catalohia, to fix knights and two chaplains and fervants. In the 
priory of Navarre, to three knights, and one to the chaplains and fervants. In 
the venerable language of England, one to the knights. In the venerable lan-, 
guage of Germany, to five knights, and one to the chaplains and fervants. 
In the priory of Bohemia, one to the knights, and one to the chaplains and 
fervants. In the priory of Cadile and Leon, to eleven knights, and four to. 
the chaplains and fervants. In the priory of Portugal, to feven knights, and to. 
two chaplains and fervants, and not more; though it (hould be done by the 
fpecial grace of the language, which they have declared to be null in this cafe 
enjoining the grand mafier not to give any permiffion fo much as to treat of it, 
and declaring it likewife null if he does. 

Provided Hill that fuch faculties of Handing in order to chevir, lhall be 
granted, for the future, to none but knights that are the greatefi feniors, qua- 
lified for having commanderies, and that refide actually in the convent; not- . 
withdanding any oppofition to the contrary, and though the general chapter; 
has granted an exprefs and fpecial licenfe to one of our brothers, to enjoy his 
right of Handing out of the convent, yet if one that is fenior to him cojnes thi- 
ther, he muH be concent to wait till fome of thofe already granted fall vacant. 
AH that are of the fame pafiage lhall have but one Handing. 

31. That from henceforward, in all languages aqd priories, they (hall not 
mutir , confer or grant any (landing in order to chevir, unlefs in cafe of 
death, or wheri fuch as have them (nail be really chevis and collated to the 
commandery of the fil'd chevifiement ; fo that the mortuary and vacancy being 
expired, they have begun to enjoy the revenues of the faid chevifiement. *Tis 

then, and not before, . that thefe faculties of Handing (hall be deemed vacant, 
and may be mutis and difpofed of. 

That no body is obliged to renounce his faculty of Handing in the demand 
and mutitiori of commanderies, not even during the mortuary and vacancy 
of the faid commanderies fo demanded, though it (hould happen that there 
are at that time feveral commanderies muties and demanded , according to 
the cuflom of the order. Every one (hall keep his faculty till he is chevi and 
collated. If any brother prefumes before that time to renounce the faculty of 
Handing he has acquired, he cannot demand or have any other in what mann er 
foever it becomes vacant ; and he lhall be obliged to go to the convent in 
perfon to obtain chevifiement ; otherwife he (hall be declared incapable. They 
except however, out of the prefent conHitution, the venerable languages of 

Arragon, 


Digitized by 



fHE ORDER OF ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM. 

Arragon, Navarre, Catalonia, Caftile and Portugal, where the faculties for 
ftandings may be mutis and demanded immediately after the mutition of the 
commanderies, according to both ancient and modern cuftom. 

32. The fame lords, confirming the decree of the general chapter, have re- 
voked, and do revoke, all faculties of ftanding, expeftatives and rights acqui- 
red, that have been granted either by the prefent or by former chapters, or 
that may be granted hereafter by the compleat councils of refervation, of fpe- 
cial grace and contrary to the tenour of the ftatutes, with regard to any digni- 
ties whatever of great crofs, priories and bailliages, and the faculties for ob- 
taining them notwithstanding abfence from the convent ; all which they declare 
to be null, and order all the brothers that have obtained or fhall obtain 
them, to fubmit to the declaration and tenour of the regulations made in 
this point. 

33. They have likewife revoked and do revoke unanimoufly all the graces 
and faculties granted by the prefent general chapter, or to be granted by the 
compleat councils of refervation, either of caravans, or refidence, or of hand- 
ing in order to chevir or ameliorate out of the convent, of the privilege of 
jubilation, of the power of having and getting, (though abfent from the con- 
vent) all kind of ftanding of juftice in order to chevir or ameliorate out of 
the convent, and all other fupplemental graces obtained in the faid cafes, 
enjoining all the brothers to fubmit to the regulation of the ftatutes •, 
excepting only the grace granted by the general chapter to brother 
Hyacinthe le Blanc chaplain to fupply the defeat of his refidence in the 
convent*, fo that he may immediately enjoy his ftanding in Order to chevir, 
in confideration of the refidence he will keep at the church of la Fuen Santa, 
to which he is to be prefented. 

34. They likewife have revoked and do revoke, agreeably to the prece- 
dent general chapter, all and every the graces granted by the prefent chap- 
ter, or to be granted by the Compleat councils of refervation to our brothers, 
to enjoy any members or penfions annexed to priories; bailliages or comman- 
deries out of the diftrift of the language or priory where they were received * 
except that which was granted, nemine contradicente, to brother Thomas de 
Hofes the great chancellor’s lieutenant, for giving a penfion of two hundred 
ducats to his nephew, who was received in the venerable language of Italy, 
with the confent of the venerable priory of Caftile and Leon, given purfuanc 
to the decree of the chapter. 

35. All graces and faculties granted by the prefent general chapter, and 
to be granted by the compleat councils of refervation, with regard to ame- 
liorations and terriers, the dcfc£b in them and delays In making ameliorati- 
ons, and drawing up new terriers. 

3 6 . All graces granted by the prefent general chapter and to be granted 
by the compleat councils of refervation either to priourt, baillis, commanders 
and brothers, for giving penfions to feculars or elfe to the donats of the 
order, or to feculars and donats to accept of fuch penfions from the religious. 

37. To encourage and engage our brothers to recover the eftates of the 
order out of the hands of feculars, they have by way Of addition, to the fifty 
fifth article of the title of commanderies, ordained that the enjoyment of 
the eftates fo recovered fhall be left to the brothers who enjoy the comman- 
deries they depend on, for their life. 

38. To engage our brothers to be more careful and diligent in recovering 
the eftates of the order out of the hands of feculars, they have ordained* 
that fuch as fhall have got a commandery on condition of recovering it out 
of the hands of thofe that pofiefs it contrary to the tenour of our ftatutes, fhall 
be obliged, within a year afterwards, to make appear to the convent , what 
meafures and endeavours they have ufed for this end ; in failure whereof the 
priory or language whereon his commandery depends, fhall have power ei- 
ther to allow him longer time, or elfe to difpofe of the commandery to an- 
other brother. 

39. They have enjoined the priours and caftellan of Empdfta to take 
more care of preferving the writings of their feveral priories, and to put their 
archives in order, according to the twelfth article of the title of priours, and 
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to have an exa<ft inventory made of all arid every the original deeds and ci- 
thers which are at prefent in the archives or fhall be put there hereafter, 
on pain of What is threatened iii the laid article *, and that when they are in 
their priories, they ihall keep the keys of their archives themfelves, and 
when they are abfent, . they ihall deliver them to their lieutenants, or to fuch 
ancient knights as ihall fupply their place in thofe parts. 

40. That the priours and caftelian of Empofta in their priories and 
Caftellany, and commanders in their coitimandenes, ihall oblige all chaplains 
that are prefented to any benefices of the order, to take the habit within 
time fixed by the ftatutes. If the commanders negleCt to do fo, the priors 
and caftelian may difpofe of them to others. 

41. They have very ftriCUy forbid the venerable priour of Caftile, and 
the chapter and aflembly of that province, to give any difpenfations of non- 
refidence to the chaplains of the Order that ihall be poffefied of benefices 
with cure of fouls ; excepting only one for the fervice of the priour, and two 
for the fecretary of the receipts Of the revenue of the kingdom, enjoining 
all the reft to ducharge the duty incumbent on them by ferving and refi- 
ding upon the benefices they are prefented to. 

42. They have ordained that the thirty fourth and fixty fifth articles of 
the title of commanderies, ihall be left out in the new body of ftatutes that 
is compiling, becaufe one of them fpeaks of chevifiements with jurifdidtion in 
criminal matters, which are already fettled, and the other forbids the en- 
trufting of the adminiftration of commanderies to feculars, and yet they are 
fifed to grant them leafcs thereof; which makes thefe two ftatutes perfe&ly 
ufeleis. 


Mi • - • ■ ' i n i. ■ I. - ..-! ■ m I 

Of Visitations. 

TITLE XIV; 

1. 'T'HE faid lords, confidering that the wars with which France has been 
-A infeftedj have ruined abundance of caftles and ftrong houfes of the 
commanderies, where they ufed to imprifon fuch vaflalS as were guilty of any 
trime or mifdemeanour, fo that they are forced at prefent to make ufe of 
borrowed prifons, which is of great detriment to die jurifdidtion of the order; 
And the find commanderies, have, for remedying this inconvenience, ordered 
all priours, baillis and commanders in commanderies whofe caftles and ftrong 
houfes are in a ruinous condition, to repair and fit them up the beft they can 
Within the fpace of five years; and in fiulure thereof die priours Ihall be de- 
prived of their privilege of the fifth chamber, and of their prefentation to 
the cOmmandery which depends on their priorial grace i The baillis and com- 
manders Ihall not be allowed to ameliorate till they have anfwered the intent 
Of the prefent ftatute , and the caftle or ftrong houfe be either repaired or 
rebuilt fo as to be fit for the commander to live in, and the prifoners to be 
kept fecure; In cafe he has complied With this ordinance, thofe repairs ihall 
be equivalent to an amelioration and five years refidence , but ihall not dif- 
Chaige any body from their duty of drawing up terriers every twenty five 
years. 

2. That the vifitation books ihall be lodged in the chancery, and kept 
With the other records of the order. 

3; Til At by way of explanation of the firft article of the title of vifitors , 
When they Cannot find a chaplain of the convent or one of obedience of fuf- 
ficient capacity to be joinea with the brother knight that ihall be appointed 
Commifliprter, they ihall appoint fome fecular prieft to go along with him, that 
they ihall judge fit for the employment. 

4. That the commiffioners for vifitirtg the ameliorations of the magiftra! 
Chambers Ihall be named by the matter and council, and make their report 
firft to the matter and then to the language, who Ihall each of them depute 
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a commiffioner to examine it. If they cannot agree, their difference fhall be 
determined by the council. 

5. That by way of explanation of the ninth article of the title Of vifita- 
tions, the commanders fhall be from henceforward in making the proofs of 
their amelioration to prefent to the commiffioners deputed for that purpofe , 
copies of the leafes and inventories of the effects of their commanderies, and in- 
fert them in the faid proofs: And in cafe commanderies are not out upon leafe^ 
but in the commanders own hands, ( they fhill inform themfelves exa&ly of 
their value and the price they may be let at, and mention it in the inftrument 
of the faid amelioration^ 

6 . In confideradon of the exteffive expences which the prioufs and other 
vifitors generally occafion by their ferVants and equipage, they have ordain- 
ed, in conformity to the ancient ftatutes , that the commanders fhall not be 
obliged to pay any thing at all in money, but only to give them a moderate 
entertainment whilft they are employed in yifidng their commanderies and 
members, all ordinances and ftatiltes to the contrary in any wife notwithftand- 
ing. The reft df the expence made in going from one commandery to ano? 
ther, fhall be at the Charge of th^ priours and caftellan of Empofta, whofe 
duty obliges them to make fuch vifitations. 

7. Upon the retnonftrance of the commanders bf the venerable language 
of Caftile and Portugal, founded upon the reafons therein contained, which re- 
gard the advantage of the commanderies and the treafury, they have ordain- 
ed, that in the priories df Caftile, and Leon, and Portugal, the vifitations of 
the commanderies fhall for the future be made at the expence of the comman- 
ders, who fhall be obliged to contribute every One their quota to it, as they 
did formerly. 

8. That in the new collection of ftatutes, they fhall leave the following 
words out of the laft article Of the title of vifitations. Arid if he has ame- 
liorated he fhall retake the commandery that he quitted, as a thing which is" 
impracticable to be executed!; 

9. Whereas there are feveral priories, where rib vifitatiori has been made 
for a long time, according to the regulation of the ftatutes, particularly of 
the three firft of the prefent title, which has been of great prejudice to the 
Interefts of the order, they have enjoined all the priours and the caftellan pf 
Empofta to begin or carife them to be begun within fix months, either by 
themfelves or by vifitoii that they fhill name purfuant to the ftatutes, in 
places where none have been made, as a thing of very great confequence to 
the patrimony and jurifdiftion of the order*, and in failure thereof they have 
ordered the firft compleat council, acting therein by die authority of the ge- 
neral chapter, to chufc prudent and capable vifitors for that employment iri 
all provinces where they mall be rieceflary, andeveri feveral for the fame pro- 
vince, if it be proper, for the greater expedition and convenience of malung 
foch vifitations, ana drawing up autheritick accounts of them, copies whereof 
In due form fhall be trariftriitted to the eorivent, to be regiftered in the 
chancery; 


Of Bargains And Alienations. 

TITLE XV. 

i. HpHE fame lords have Ordained, that all promifloiy notes arid bonds’ 
. X , given by brothers in the convent fhall be null, if they are not figri- 
fed arid fealed by the Venerable marfhal or his lieutenant. 

2. WherRas the commanders of the priories of Germany contract fre- 
quently a great many debts tb the prejudice of their commanderies and their 
fucceffours who are obliged td pay thefn, they have ordained that no brother 
bf the pribries of high or low Germany, fhall have power to enter into an f 
bond Without a licenfe frbm the priour arid provincial chapter,' which how- 
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6Vef fhall not be granted but for a lawful and reafonable caufe, and for a 
moderate fum that they can do no hurt to the order or the fucceffour ; en- 
joining the priours in the courfe of their vifitations, to enquire diligently* into 
the debts of the commanders, and draw up and tranfmita lift and account 
thereof to the convent, and if they find any commanders overwhelmed with 
them, they lhall fend them in perfon to the convent with a particular ac- 
count of the ftate of their affairs, and their commanderies fhall be fequeftered 
in the hands of the provincial chapter, who fhall employ the revenues there- 
of for the payment of their debts. 

3 - For removing all manner of doubt in cafe any fhould arife in relati- 
on to the fifty feventh and fifty eighth articles of the title of commanderies 
they have declared that all immoveable goods purchafed by our brothers with 
an equity of redemption ferved to the feller, are not of that fort of goods 
which are to be annexed to the adjoining commanderies after the death of the 

to^the treafu bUt ^ £ ° ** reckoncd part of the f P oils which belong entirely 

4- For the greater encouragement of our brothers to build houfes in the 
cic y Valette, they have allowed fuch as fhall build any there, to fell, alienate 
and difpofe of them by will to fuchperfons as they fee fit: and have allowed 
the lame to fuch as have built any in the cities Vittoriola and la Sengle. They 
have granted the like privilege to fuch as have purchafed any in the faid 

5. That when any of our brothers who owns any of thefe houfes, chan- 
ces to dye without making any will or difpofition thereof, the treafury fhall 
lucceed to him and not the languages, as has been unduly pradbfed forfome 
time; and if he have made any difpofition thereof (unlels it be by an irre- 

Tuf Lf ° f C r e J^ in r kis Hf r time) aU the debts thac he contradled 
either before or after his difpofition of it, fhall be paid out of the houfe, and 
not be charged upon his fpoils. ’ 

6 . They have added further, that fuch as fhall appear to have been in 
j? f bt £°. the treafury at the time of their making fuch deed of gift, or other 

ed mvTlid ai!d d iu 1 ll OC privilcge > and thcir d^pofition fhall be deem- 

. ?’ y j R con fuming the eighth article of bargains and alienations, where it 
!s forb'd to treat in provincial chapters or affemblies, about the alienation 
of the eftates of the order, they have ordained , that all brothers of what 
rank, dignity or condition foever they be, that fhall be prefent at any pro- 
vincial chapters or affemblies, where any thing contrary to the faid ftatute 
Hull be propofed or debated, and fhall give their opinion about it, fhall, if 
they be priours, baillis or commanders, forfeit immediately two years reve- 
nue of their priories, bailliages or commanderies, which fhall go to the trea- 
fury, without any form or proceeding at law whatever; if they be conven- 
tual brothers they fhall lole two years of their Handing, befides^the penalties 

Xd thereof ; whkh ^ <hall incurr * foon 2 diey^re con. 

8. That in the new colledlion of the ftatutes they fhall leave out that of 
the grand mafter Verdale, which forbids the leafing of the uncultivated eftatS 
of the order for above nine years, and fhall keep in the ninth article of the 
nine md alienat,ons » which allows the letting them out for twenty 

,.,2; Tvf Y haVC confirmcdand revived the twelfth article, and revoked all 
fales, gifts, conveyances, ceffions, mortgages, leafes for life, or a long term 

feul” " o'rKeJ ZZr “T 7 “ ** ''e-lations * dKtaStS™ 

luthomy of the generi1 

.• , 10 ' ^ FTER a . ful1 debate in relation to the fourteenth article of the fame 
title where mention is made of deeds of gift in the perfon’s life time or o- 
ther difpofitions and promifes, affignments of money or other effects be- 
longmg to our brothers, if they do not live forty days afrerwa^ds thev 
have aboli fhed them and reduced them to the fame conditi^ if the? 
h d never been made, they being inconfiftent with the vow of poverty^ 
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contrary to the firft article of the title of prohibitions and penalties, a breach 
of duty in the religious, and of great detriment to the treafury. 

n. By way of explanation of the tenth and twelfth articles of the lame 
title, to take away all manner of doubt, they have declared and deter mine d, 
that commanders, who (hall take immoveable goods in payment of the ar- 
rears of leafes that are due to them, which they mult prove by the fentences 
of judges, and other judicial ads, lhall have liberty to fell and difpofe of 
them without any other licenfe. 

12. They have unanimoully revoked all graces granted by the prefent ge- 
neral chapter, or which lhall be granted hereafter in the councils of refervation 
to our brothers, to difpofe of their effe&s, goods, money, or other things 
whatfoever above the fifth part, as alfo of their immoveable goods acquired, or 
to be acquired out of the convent, (unlels they are part of their patrimony) or 
to alienate, exchange, leafe out for life, or for a certain time, or to cut down 
the woods of the order, contrary to the tenour of the ftatutes : Declaring that 
all licenfes, decrees or commilfions obtained for fuch purpofe lhall be deemed 
null and invalid, and have ordered every thing to be reduced to the form and 
regulation of the ftatutes and ordinances of chapter. 


Of Leases. 

TITLE XVL 

x. 'T'HE fame lords, by way of amendment to the feventh article of the title 
X of leafes have forbid all our brothers, even fuch as are refident in the 
convent, or are minded to come thither, to take up beforehand a year's income 
of their priories, bailliages, commanderies, members, and other eftates of the 
order; and ordained that no licenfe lhall be granted them for fuch purpofe. 

2. For explaining the feventh article of tne fame title, they have allowed 
his eminence the grand mafter to grant licenfes for fetting priories, bailliages 
and commanderies for five years and under, after the mortuary and vacancy are 
expired, provided however that the fucceflor lhall be obliged only to ftand to 
the bail of his predeceflor for three years, and no longer. 

3. That the rents of priories, bailliages and commanderies lhall be continued 
to the tenants, according to the terms of the leafe made of them by the prior 
deceafed. If they are not leafed out or the leafe be expired, befides the regu- 
lations made on this fubjeft by the ftatutes, they have ordered the receivers of 
the treafury in every pnory not to pafs any leafes without good and fulficient 
fecurity for payment of the rent agreed on at the terms appointed. If the recei- 
vers take bad fecurity or none at all when they pafs the laid leafes, they lhall 
be bound to ftiake good the rent to the treafury, and pay it out of their own 
pocket. 

4. That the ordinance above lhall be added to the fecond article of the ti- 
tle of leafes, in ftead of the daufe in it. With regard to the dues of the va- 
cancy, that and which they have ordered to be left out to the very end of the 
article. 

5. That the mortuary and vacancy lhall be fet to the higheft bidder, with- 
out perferring religious to feculars, in cafe they offer an equal price, and that 
the receiver give publick notice of their being to be let, as well within the com* 
mandery, as in tne places thereabouts. 


Of Prohibitions and Penalties. ' 

title xvn. 

x. -TP any one be accufed of a crime punilhable. with deprivation of the habit, 
X the mafter, after receiving gooa information thereof, may, without any 
refolutiOn of council, order him to be put in prifon, and depute commifiaries to 
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bring him to a trial before the matter and council. Such prifoners as makd 
their efcape before their trial* (hall be deemed to be conviftea of the crime they 
are accufed of, ahd be condemned immediately, without any other form pf 
profecution : Such as are condemned to be impriloned in thetower or ditch, and 
make their efcape, lhall be deprived of the habit 1 

2. Brothers that lhall be ordered by their fuperior to go to prifon, or <6 
keep their chambers, and ftirout without his leave, lhall lofe a year’s Handing 
for the firft time, two for the fecond, and lhall be deprived of the habit fot 
the third offence. 

3. Whereas fome of our brothers allow themfelves in very heinous crimed, 
as prefuming that they cannot be proved, the fame lords have ordained, that 
when the fufpicions of a crime are fo ftrong that a perfon may be put to thfe 
quettion for it, they may be punilhed extraordinarily with arbitrary penalties. 

4. That in cafe of enormous crimes, which are in their nature difficult tb 
be proved, the religious may be deprived of the habit either limply or fot 
ever by the councils or egards, upon ftrong grounds of fufpicion and pr«v 
fumption. If the crime be enormous and defcrve a fevere punilhment, the cri- 
minal lhall be delivered over to the fecular arm, i e. to the caftellany or grand 
mailer’s fecular court, where the proceedings againft him lhall be examined a- 
new, and judgment given without any regard to the fentences pronounced In 
the tribunals of the order. Such religious however as are in holy orders, and 
have ferved in the churches with the ecclefiaftkal habit and tonfure, lhall not 
befent thither*, but as foon as they are deprived of the habit of the order, 
lhall be delivered to the bilhop’s court and his proper ordinary to have juftice 
done upon him, according to the decrees made by the venerable council in rela- 
tion to perfons that after being ftripped of the habit, are to be delivered arverto 
the fecular arm. 

5. The fame lords, for confirmation of the order made by the venerabfe 
council, the laft day of October 1629, to, prevent the deteftable pfa&ice of 
duels in the order, have ordained that all brothers, whether novices Of prd- 
fefled, that lhall from henceforward fight out of the gates of the city of Va- 
lette, or upon the walls and baftions, mail be proceeded againft as delinquents 
and guilty of duelling, fo that upon the attorney general's proving it, they 
lhall be condemned, according to the thirty eighth chapter of this title, whiqh 
treats of duels. 

6 . That the two following articles lhall be reduced to one, which contairisthe 

iubftance of both with regard to fuch cafes as. may happen, and leaves out all 
Superfluous terms. They have approved the ^ecree of the Venerable council, pf 
the firft of December 1586, and abridged and amended the other decree of 
the fame council of November 24,, 1597. Which treats bf the manner of de- 
livering criminals over to the fecular arm, and trying them uporf informations 
in a military way, without regard to any thing but the troth of the fadt. This 
method of proceeding is neceflary to reftrain offenders, as it is more particu- 
.larly fot forth in thofe decrees to which they give the force pf decrees of chap- 
ter, and arc as follows. ■ 1 

The firft of December i$8q* after hearing die proportion made by the 
mod illuftrious ahd reverend grand matter, to know whether crimes for which 
the. order and egard deprive a religious of the habit and deliver, hjm up to tfie 
fecular arm to be punifned, and perfons accufed of fuch crimes be included jn 
theconftitution of the laft general chapter, which orders that criminals Hull 
have liberty to make their defence, and their appeals be received, lince it . is 
only exprefied in general terms, and feems to take in only the vafTaTs and fecu- 
Jar. fubjcds of the order, befides that the genu s does not derogate from the 
fpecies, unlefs it be expreifly mentioned, and the ancient cuftom of the order 
requires that fuch as have been deprived of the habit apd delivered to the lecu- 
Jar arm, be proceeded againft ana punilhed as they deferve by the miniftery of 
the temporal magiftrate, in r military way, and without regard to any thing 
but the truth pf the faft, , after the. perfonS accufed have been heard wnat they 
can . fay for thertifelvts, as is praftife d by the ^afd, Without rilfiidlttg' tHdlr dp- 
_ peals. - '■/; ; ' - 
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"The moft iliuftnous and mbft reverend grand matter and the venerable 
couhcil, after a full deliberation and ferious confidetatioh of the fcandals and 
inconveniences that would arife, if they obferve a different conduct from 
what r they have done formerly, have declared Ufjiriimoufly that the afoCefaid 
cife, Where brothers after deprivation of the habit are delivered up to the 
ftciilar arm, is hot ihchSded in the general regulation of the faid general chap- 
ter, and that the praftice of the order is founded upon particular reafons for 
proceeding in the like tafes and doing juftice in a military way*. Without al- 
lowing any appeal, ordering the fecnlar judge to conform to this ancient 
pradice. 

7, Whereas a doubt has arifen whether they were to proceed in the u- 
fnal manher agiinft novices of the order and their accomplices, as was en- 
acted by the foregoing ftatute, againft the religious profeffed that have been 
deprived of the habit, the fame lords have ordained that they fhall proceed 
HkeWife againft the novices, who are to be delivered to the fecular arm, and 
their accomplices, in the fame manner, and that juftice be done as is ufual 
in the couiicil of War. 

8. That when any brother accufed of a crime committed out of the 
cbnVent, haS liberty given him to make his defence, and there is occafion 
1 6 confront and brofe examine witneffes that have been already heard, they 
fhall be examined as to the whole fadt. 

g. That fuch brothers as fhall conie to the convent or be brought thi- 
ther as under profeeution for fome crime that they have committed out of it,’ 
fhall not enjoy any privilege of conventual rcfidence, till they are cleared’ 
and fee at liberty, declaring however that they fhall not be deprived of their 
pay. _ - 

10: That no brother though he were a baflli, receive or bonceal in his 
houfe any accufed perfpns under profeeution for their crimes; and if the ca- 
ftellan or lieutenant themfelves faw them enter into fuch houfe, at the time, 
of their being purfued by th^if officers, they, tnay gb in, fearch for, and 
carry them away. If any brother prefumes to hide 1 them, or hinder the caftellaa 
dr his lieutenant from atreftipg them, if ,he be a priour, a bailll or comman- 
der, he fhall Ioffe a year’s revfhue of his priory, 1 batlliage or commandery,' 
which fhall go to the trfcafury; if a conventual brother, he fhall lofe two years 
of his Handing, in favour of his fiarnauds. 

ix. That aft nfthtfteml officers of juftice, whether religious or ffecular fhall 
be empowered to'feiaihihe all our brothers that fhall be found in the ftreets 
in the night time, aftbr fh* bell has toHfefl ; fuch as fhall rbfift to hinder their 
being examined; ; Atari be imprilbned in the tower for fix months. 

r2i-‘ Where as n'otwitihftan ding the prohibitions which have been trade, feve- 
ral religious carry piftols and fire-locks, which are diabolical arms, the fame* 
lofds have orddreallf Our brothers to produce all their piftols arid fire-arms that 
ate riot twb foot arid i 1 half long, and deliver them up within a fnonth af- 
ter theiriiriival iri‘ the convent, into the hands of the commander of the ar- : 
tiileriy; Whicfr tWrti expired, they fhall not be allowed to catty them abroad, 
ot eVcn keep them ihtheir chambers, on pant of being deprived of the ha- 
b% for Over ; excepting hbwevfcr fitch as have 1 a liceftfe from the grand mafter 
iri Writing. Sufch aS fhall Carry 1 pOniards called fmagliatori, fufdtti or ftiletti, 1 
ffialf bfe puriifhed hi the fatnb tttaririef. , 

-tty That none of our brothers who is making his caravan or cruizing oh; 
board the galleys, fhall prefume either at Malta or clfewhere to quit theni 
contrary to the v6W‘ bf obedience that he has tinade, and to fail iri a fefvice 
lb' important to’tKerotefcr. Subhus fhall offfer to ftaV on Ihore, fhall be fm- 
prilbried for fix ririortths and Ibfe twb years of their funding ^’cquifed or tcP 
be acquired, in favour of their ffarnaudS : They fhall be likiWife declared in- 
capable during the fahf tWo yearfe of Obtaining either office Or benefice in the' 
order, of fetting.in any of its courts, apd of voting in’ the languages and pri- 
ories: Their fiarnaud$ J fhall to their difkdvantrige" gain a right, fwhich , fhall f 
nbt be 1 taken from tkehi by -any- grace obtained or to be obtained^ of pro-, 
ceding them, and excluding them in virtue bf the ftntencd gjveh againft them 
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by the venerable council , of which the vice-chancellour fhall be obliged to 
give a copy in due form to fuch as demand it, notwithftanding any contra* 
ry triages pradifed in other criminal cafes ; unlefs fuch as quit the galleys 
have leave- in writing from the general, or in his abfence from the captain of. 
the galley they are on board, attefied by the roy or furgeon, containing a 
lawful caufe why leave is granted him, the certainty of which there was no 
room to doubt. 

14. That the brother chaplains fhall not go from the convent till they 
have made their ordinary caravans, or give fecurity that they will make 
them. 

15. If any brother, of any rank or condition foever fhall offer to flake 
his arms whatever they be at play, they fhall be confifcated to the treafury, 
and the two gamefters fhall lofe a year’s Handing in favour of their fiarnauas, 
if they are only conventual brothers ; but if either of them be a comman- 
der he fhall lofe two years revenue of his commanderies and other be* 
nefices, which fhall go to the treafury, and fhall be declared a debtor to it 
till all be paid: Such as play for their cloaths, fhall be punifhed with the 
quarantain. 

16. To prevent fcandal and tumults that happen fometimes in theaflem- 
blies of the languages, they have ordained, that no brother fhall, in the faid 
afiemblies or in thofe of the priories and colledts, have any fword or poni- 
ard or other kind of arms whatever, on pain of lofing a year’s Handing for 
every tranfgrefiion. Enjoining the piliers or other preCdents, before they 
treat of any bufinefs, to give notice to all that are to be prefent at the de- 
bate, to leave their arms at the door, and when they go to make their re- 
port to the grand maffer of what has been debated ana refolved on , they 
mall complam to him of fuch as have difobeyed, on pain of lofing a year’s 
revenue of what they hold of the order. 

17. That if any brother of our order be murdered by frrvants or villains, 
(which happens but too often) the receiver of the treafury for the next pri- 
ory, fhall, with the confept of the priour and affembly of the province, pro- 
fecute the murderers and their adherents before the judges who are to take 
cognifance of it, and bring them to condign pqnifhmenc, the charge of which 
fhall be paid out of the fpoils of the deceafed, and if that be not enough, 
the treafury fhall fupply it. 

18. That if any brother lies abroad without the walls of the city Va- 
lette, though it be on occafion of hunting, without exprefs leave from his 
eminence the grand maHer, or the marfhal, who is 90c to grant it without 
firfl acquainting his eminence with it, fhall be punifhed with three months 
imprifonment for the firH time, and with the lofs of a year’s Handing for 
the fecond offence. 

19. For the confirming and withal by way of amendment to the ancient 

ordinance, they have forbid the brother knights of our order to enter into 
any fervice in the houfehold of any perfon whatever, unlefs it be of empe-. 
rours, kings, fovereign princes, the fons and brothers of monarchs and other 
princes of the blood, and of the grand maHer, on pain of lofing three years 
of their Handing acquired, or to be acquired in favour of their fiarnauds, fo 
that whenever there is any difpute about a commandery of cheviffement or 
any thing elfe, though there be no fentence pronounced agsinH them, it may 
be always objected for their exdufion by their juniors who fhall get it over 
their heads. , 

20. The fame lords have revoked the twentieth article of this title made 
by the foregoing general chapter, and have reinflated the venerable langua- 
ges and priories in the power of granting graces , where two thirds of the 
votes concur, but fq that they fhall not be of any force till they are confirm- 
ed by the venerable conipleat council by a concurrence of three fourths of 
their voices, on pain of nullity. 

21. That fuch brothers as are not full eighteen years old fhall have no 
right to ballot or give their vote in the languages and priories, though they , 
have refided three years in the convent. 

' - 22. That 
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22. That all the brothers of the order and habit, may, with leave from 
the grand matter for the time being, carry their Haves of what kind, fedt, fex 
or nation foever they be, out of the ifle of Malta, and fend them where 
they pleafe, without paying the ordinary toll at the gate, or any other duty 
whatever, from which they have declared them entirely exempt: provided, 
they prove that fuch Haves actually belong to them and to no body elfe. If 
it be difcovered that they only undertook to fend them off to fave the duty, 
the Haves, or the price of them, Ihall be confifcated to the grand matter’s 
profit. 

23. Whereas feculars have been ufed, time out of mind, to appear iii per- 
fon and plead their own caufes in the court of exchequer, they have forbid 
all our brothers to plead or folicit in that court or in the publick audience 
in their behalf, in any caufe where the treafury is concerned, on pain of be- 
ing fined twenty five crowns to the treafury for the firft time , fifty crown$ 
for the fecond, and of lofing two years ftanding for the third. 

24. That the religious fliall not meddle at all in the civil or criminal cau- 
fes of feculars, which they are forbidden by the fourth, fifth and fixth articles 
of the title of prohibitions and penalties, on pain of lofing a year’s ftanding for 
the firft time, two years for the fecond, and the habit for the third. They 
mutt likewife make ufe of attorneys and not appear in perfon in fecular courtsj 
when they have any fuit with feculars, under the fame penalties. 

25. Whereas the languages have, in their memorials, defired, that there 
may be fome diftindtion put between the brother knights and fervants of arms, 
the fame lords have forbid the latter to wear the linen crofs upon their ha- 
bit longer than half a palm, Sicilian meafure, or to wear either a gold or gilt 
crofs, on pain, if he be a commander, of lofing two years revenue of his 
commandery to the profit of the treafury for every offence; if a conventual 
brother, two years of his ftanding in favour of his fiarnauds. 

Enjoining them when they fign any adt, contradt or inftrument whatever 
to fpecify this title of theirs, giving liberty to any brother whatever that 
catches them tranfgrefling, to examine into it of his own head and give an 
account of it to the grand matter and council, who fliall punifli them as they 
deferve. That till the next general chapter, his eminence, with whom this 
ftatute has been concerted , fliall not grant any brother fervant of arms li- 
cenfe to wear the gold crofs. 

26. That the grand matter, according to the quality of the perfons and 
enormity of the crime, may, after advifing with the ordinary judge, the 
judges of appeals, and fuch other perfons as he fees fit, order profecution to 
be made, and the trial to be brought on immediately, in the manner that is 
pradtifed in the kingdom of Sicily. He may, if he thinks proper, order the 
trial and fentence to be examined fummarily by the judges of appeal. 

27. That in all other criminal or mixt caufes they proceed in as fummany 
a manner as is poflible, obferving however all the formalities fettled by law, 
or cuftom. They fliall referve, till the end of the profecution, all incidents 
that are not neceffary to be previoufly confidered ; they fliall allow the ac- 
cufed to make their defence, and to appeal in cafes where it is allowed them, 
but with this precaution, that the time which the judge allows for hearing 
the appeal be as ftiort as may be ; that he pay a greater regard to a de- 
fence founded upon the law of nature, than what is drawn from the fubtil- 
ties and querks of the laws ; that the profecution and trial be ordered in fuch 
a manner that every body’s innocence may be well maintained and defended ; 
that he make it his whole bufinqfs to fee to it as becomes a judge, fo as to 
put an effectual flop to the audacioufnefs of criminals, and yet leave no room 
for calumny and flanderers. 

28. That with regard to fentences in criminal cafes from which there lies an 
appeal, if the perfon condemned does not lodge it within three days after fen- 
tence is pronounced, they lhali be executed. In cafe of an appeal, all the 
proceedings and record of the trial Ihall be delivered in to the court of ap- 
peals, which Ihall give their judgment within ten days, if the fentence wasi 
given by the chancery.; in fifteen, if it was pronounced by the judge of a 
confiderable town ; and in twenty, if it patted at Goza, reckoning from the 
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day of its publication ; otherwife the appeal fliall be deemed to be dropped 
and the fentence fhall be executed ; unlefs the grand mafter, for good confix 
derations, fhall think fit to order it to be revifed by the judges of appeals. 

29. They have forbid the ordinary judges, and thofe of appeals, and no- 
taries, to plead or folicit, or aft as advocates or attorneys for any private per- 
fon whatever, but only for the publick affairs of the order, unlefs they are ex- 
prefly enjoined by the grand mafter. 

30. They have ordained unanimoufly, that in cafe 'any feculars employed 
in the adminiftration of the eftates and revenue of the order, be judicially con- 
demned, as not having done their duty, they fliall, befides the penalties in- 
flifted on them by the fentence of condemnation, be declared incapable of all 
manner of polls and offices whatever. 

31. That in the twentieth article of this title they fhall infert the following 
words, “ but without prejudice to the treafury, as to their table and pay.” 

32. That no loofe woman or courtifanne fhall be allowed to live in the great 
ftreets of St. James and St. George, the Royal Street, or that of St.John of the 
city Valetta, where the convent is, nor in the two lanes, one of which lies over 
againft the great door of the conventual church and runs below the palace, and 
the other paffes under the chancery ; nor Iikewife in the crofs ftreets, beginning 
from the end of the city, to that which runs between the houfe of the comman- 
der de Montreal and the church of Porto Salvo, though they ihould have 
houfes there of their own to dwell in } referring the execution of this ftatute 
to the grand mafter and the venerable council, under fuch penalties and regu- 
lations as they fhall pleafe to make. 


Of the Chancery. 

TITLE XVIII. 

1. ‘ I 'H E fame lords have ordained, that the regulations of the chancery /half 
-*• be fubjeft to the approbation, and to fueh corrcftions and alterations 
as his eminence the grand mafter and the venerable council fhall pleafe to make, 
as occurrences happen, that it may be always well regulated. 

2. They have approved the regifter that has been ufed for fome years pall 
to be kept for writing down the ordinances and regulations that relate to ftate- 
affairs, and ordered it to be continued, for the future, in the way it has been 
begun by the order of the venerable council. 

3. That in the decrees and fentences of the venerable council and other 
afts of the chancery, court of exchequer, and other courts of the order, they 
fhall not give any body whatever the title of Lord, but may give the great 
crofles that of Venerable. 

4. They have referred it to the grand mafter and ordinary council to chufe 
a proper perfon to affift the vice-chancellor in his office, and to fupply his 
place m his abfence, to take care of the fafe keeping of the books and regifters 
of the chancery, fo that no body examine them but in the prefence of a perfon 
deputed to fhew them, to look over and take care of the old regifters, (for 
which he fhall have a reafonable falary) and to do whatever they fliall judge ne- 
ceffary for the good ordering and regulation of the chancery. Adding fur- 
ther, that the perfon appointed to be the vice-chancellor’s deputy and afliftant 
fhall be one that he likes, and be prefented by the venerable great chancellor 
or his lieutenant. 

5. They refer Iikewife to the grand mafter to give orders with the fame 
authority as the general chapter, for whatever he fliall think necefiary for the 
copying and preferving the regifters of the chancery, to augment the number 
of clerks upon occafion, for the greater difpatch of bufinefs, and increafe the 
pandeft or table of fees, that the falary of the vice-chancellor and clerks may 
be paid from thence, and the treafury be at little or no charge about the chan- 
cery and what depends thereon. 
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6. Considering likewife the multitude of affairs that the vice-chancellor 
has daily upon his hands, fo that he cannot difpatch them all himfelf, the fame 
lords have thought fit to depute two perfons to put them down in writing ; and 
in cafe they be clergymen, they difpenfe with their fervice at church, whilft 
they are employed in the chancery, and declare rhat they fhall, notwithftanding 
their abfence, have their fhare of the thirtieth of the fpoils of brothers deceafed, 
and fhall not be obliged to accept of any other office in their language, againft 
their inclinations, but enjoy the moft ample privileges and exemptions. Such 
feculars likewife, as are employed in the chancery, befides the faid two reli- 
gious, fhall be, whilft they are employed there, exempt from all kind of offi- 
ces, and even from mounting the guard. 

7. They have forbid the fcribe of the treafury to enter in the regifters of 
the court of exchequer where they write the reception of brothers, the recep- 
tion of any brother, without having firft feen the inftrument thereof paffed in 
chancery. 

8. And whereas after a mutition in the languages, and elections in the coun- 
cils of the priories, bailliages and commanderies, a great many of thofe that 
are chofen and prefentcd let their bulls lie in the chancery, to fave paying the 
fees, which is a great lofs to the order, they have ordained, that if the perfons 
presented be a<ftually in the convent, they fhall be obliged, within a month 
after the mutition or the language or priory, or (in cafe there arifes any difpute 
upon that fubjedt) after the final fentence of the council, to take out their 
bulls and provifions, and have all the magiftrakgraces expedited in chancery, 
paying the ufual fees for the fame, on pain of being fined twenty five crowns to 
the treafury. 

If they are abfent from the convent, their proxies fhall be obliged to folicit 
the expediting of them and take them out, under the fame penalty ; out of 
which fum of twenty five crowns the vice-chancellor fhall be paid down the 
charges of expediting the bulls which fhall be fent to the perfons they belong 
to. 

9. To prevent any danger or mifchance that might happen if the regifters 
of chancery were to be put indifferently into the h*ands of all the world, they 
have forbid their being feen by any body, but the perfon appointed for that 
purpofe, who fhall have for his pains in fearching for privileges, bulls and other 
records, half an eagle or half a real for every year that he fearches into for fuch 
adts at the parties inftance ; but if they can point out the date of them, they 
fhall only pay the vice-chancellor’s fees. 

10. That the treafury fhall be obliged to provide the vice-chancellor an 
houfe convenient for his poft, books, parchment, paper, lead, wax, and other 
things that he fhall want for his expeditions, and for the publick affairs of the 
order and treafury only. 

11. That the receivers fhall make it their bufinefs to get copies of all fen- 
tences given formerly, or that may be given hereafter by any court of judica- 
ture, the decifion whereof is favourable to the order, and fend them to the 
convent in due form, to be kept in the chancery, in a particular regifter, that 
the order may be informed thereof, and have recourfe to them in the like 
cafe. 

That all embaffadors, when they go out of their poft, fhall deliver to 
their fucceffors all privileges, books, trials, fentences and other writings that 
are in their hands, and have an inventory made thereof, a copy of which 
they fhall be obliged to fend to the convent in due form, to be laid up 
in chancery. 
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Of the Inns. 

TITLE XIX. 

/ i, 'T'Hfi fame lords have ordained, that the regulations made for the inns 

A may be obferved, corrected or altered, as his eminence the grand 
mafter and the venerable council fhall fee fit upon occcafion for the good go- 
vernment of the order. 

2. They have confirmed the following regulations made and publifhed in 
former general chapters, which they have reformed in the manner follow- 
ing- 

That, according to ancient cuftom, the piliers (hall give the brothers at 
their meals the quantity of mutton, beef and veal, which is furnifhed them by 
the treafury, at the rate of a real a-day. If there be only frelh or fait pork, they 
fhall have but two thirds. If there be no meat, or it be a day of abftinence, 
he fhall give them every one a reafonable portion of fifh, or elfe four eggs for 
their pittance. 

He fhall give them a proper quantity of bread and wine, and fuch as make 
any wafte thereof fhall be punifhed with the feptaine. The brothers fhall not 
bring any dogs with them to devour the bread that might elfe be left for the 
poor : If any dogs come in, they fhall be drove out, and if their mafter offers 
to oppofe and complain of it, he fhall fuffer the fame punifhment. 

No brother, whilft he eats at the inn, fhall fend any bread, wine, meat or 
other eatable out of doors, under the fame penalty. The pilier fhall furnifh 
every brother a quartuccio of neat wine and fix loaves a-day. 

The pilier fhall be obliged, three times a-week, to fend to fuch as afk it, 
their commons out of the inn, provided they have not breakfafted that day at 
the inn, for in fuch cafe it fhall be refufed them ; and denied likewife to luch 
as afk it, after the mafter *of the hall has dined. The pilier fhall give them 
their breakfaft in the morning between the two mafters, and their collation in 
the afternoon between dinner and the Ave-Maria. 

• Whoever does not like the bread, wine, and meat that they give him* 
fhall complain of it only to the pilier, and not to the mafter of the hall, the 
cook or the caterer. If he complains without reafon, he fhall, for the firft and 
fecond time, be punifhed with the feptaine ; if he is in the right, they fhall re- 
drefs the grievance. 

If any brother beat a ferVant of the pilier*s fo as not to draw blood, he fhall 
be condemned immediately for the firft time to the quarantine; for the fecond 
to fix months imprifonment in the tower ; for the third he fhall lofe two years 
Of his ftanding, according to the ftatutes : If there is any blood lhed, he fhall 
be punifhed with greater feverity. 

That no brother offer to go into cbe kitchen or buttery, in fpite of the 
. mafter of the hall: Whoever does fo, fhall he put to the feptaine for the firft 
and fecond time, and for the third to the quarantine. 

That no plate or utenfils be carried out of the inn: If any thing be loft by 
that means, he that carried it out fhall be obliged to pay for it, and be punifhed 
with the feptaine. If the fervants fay or do any thing to provoke the brothers 
to ftrike them, they fhall complain of it to the pilier to give them redrefs. If 
he neglects to do fo, they fhall apply themfelves to the grand mafter or mar- 
fhal. 

When the pilier complains to the grand mafter or marfhal of any irregularity, 
he fhall be credited, without any other proof or enquiry ; and without the pi- 
lier’s going out of council, they fhall give fentence immediately againft the 
brother complained of, according to the nature of his fault. 
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Of the Galleys!, 

, , TITLE XX. 

i. Hr*H E fame lords have ordained, that the regulations heretofore made 
X about the galleys, may be eiecuted* alteredi or corrected by (his emi- 
nence and the venerable council, as proper occafions offer ; for herein confift the 
honour, the reputation and the fecurity of the order, especially fince the infi- 
dels make ufe of ftrong arquebufes. . They ha,ve therefore ordained unani- 
moufly, that whenever any caravans or fuccours are fent out, beginning from 
the firft time, the brothers fiiall be armed with. mufkets, which (hall be deli- 
vered them by the treafury upon their tables and pay* on pain Of not having 
their caravan Hand for any thing, and being treated as difobedient perfons. 
And that they may be all fit to handle the muiket, they have likewife ordain- 
ed, they fhall not allow ahy to go in the caravan or fuccours, but fuch as are 
full twenty five years old. 

2. That all thefoldiers of the galleys lhall be mufketeets* and the mariners 

or fcapoli arquebufiers. , ....... 

3. They have revoked all graces and privileges that may have been grant- 
ed in the compleat councils of refervation, contrary to the ordinance made by 
the precedent general chapter, in relation to fuch brothers as have not been ge- 
nerals or captains of galleys for two years, according to the faid ordinance ) 
revoking, making void and annulling all privileges of that fort granted or to 
be granted in thofe councils, in favour of knights that have not been captains 
of galions or other ihips of the order delaring that the faid ordinance fhall 
not extend fo far as to grant fuch privileges to any captains but thofe of the 
galleys, after they have ferved their two years in that employment, with ap- 
probation and allowance, according to the fame ordinance, and not otherwife > 
approving however and confirming the graces made by the prefent general 
chapter to brother Henry de Merles Beauchamp commander, and to brother 
Don Louis de Cardenas, and that which was granted before by the venerable 
council to brother William de Chiffey commander* which fhall ftand good to 
all intehts and purpofes. 

4. They have appointed the venerable admiral, and the commander gene- 
ral of the galleys ana their fucceffors, to make a board with four commiffaries, 
which fhall be chofe by the mailer and council, one of which fhall be changed 
ievcry half year and another named in his place *, and three of thefe deputies 
fhall order every thing that belongs to the board* though the other three fhould 
not be prefent. 

Tiiey fhall take particular care of every thing that concerns the good or- 
dering, the pay, the provifions, and what elfe is neceflary for the mainte- 
nance of the galleys of the order ; and fhall hold frequent conferences on 
thofe heads, in order to retrench what they think fuperfluous, to reform 
abufes, and furnifh every thing they fhall have occafion for; With regard to 
the provifions and the alterations there may be occafion to make, they fhall 
give advice thereof to the grand mailer and council* who fhall immediately 
iffue Out proper orders for the prefervation of the galleys, and indemnity of 
the treafury. 

5. That all the then of (bap) command on board the galleys, fhall be paid 
at leaft every fix months,^ and that care be taken to do it out of the money 
that comes from the provinces* thirty five thoufand crowns whereof fhall be put 
every year in the tower, and be appropriated to this fervice. 

6 . That the venerable great commander and procurators of the treafury 
fhall chufe fome able and faithful fcribe, giving him fuch a falary as they, fhall 
fee fit, who fhall tefide in the lower town of .Valette, under the. authority of 
the admiral and the faid commiffaries, and ihall always have by him copies of 
the aecpmpt books of every galley, which the officers fhall be obliged to deli- 
ver to him at their departure } provided however that this be no way preju- 
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dicial to the privileges of any officer whatever, either for the prefent or the fu- 
ture. 

7. To put the navigation of the galleys of the order in a good condition 
and a better method, the reputation and fecurity of the whole body depend- 
ing thereon, they have ordered the following articles to be obferved invio- 
lably as fo many laws : and upon confideration that the poft of captain ge- 
neral of the galleys of the order has fo much authority and fuch prerogatives 
annexed to it, only to make it generally refpe&ed and efteemed, they have 
ordained, that when he ffiaU be chofen from among the brothers of the 
little crofs, he lhall ftill be allowed to come to council, whenever any affair 
relating to the conftitution and good government of the order, except civil 
and criminal caufes, are to be debated, but that his place fhall be below all 
the other members, even the fenefchal, and he lhall have only a confultative 
voice and no right of voting. 

8 . That after the publication of the prefent general chapter, no body 
lhall be chofe captain of the galleys of the order, till he is ten years (landing, 
twenty five years old, and has made at leaft three caravans in perfon on 
board the galleys, except the brothers of the venerable languages of England 
and Germany. 

9. That all fuch as have been generals and captains of the galleys, and 
have ferved in thofe ports for two whole years, and had their conduit ap- 
proved by the grand mailer and council, may have from them a decree of 
privilege, which lhall be of the fame force as if granted by the general 
chapter, to qualify them to be prefented though out of the convent, to any 
dignity, commandery of cheviffement , amelioration or magiftral grace, of- 
fice, benefice or penfion whatever, and be treated and privileged the fame 
as if they had llaid in the convent* declaring moreover that the confirmati- 
on Which they are to have of it in council lhall be given in the way of bal- 
lot, and not viva voce-, and that fuch confirmation lhall not ferve to make 
them capable of any thing, except for the difeharge of their caravans in whole 
or in part, and for their refidence in the convent ; but not for a refidence of 
ten or five years in the convent or in the commanderies , which confequent- 
ly may be performed either in or out of the convent. 

10. That if any captain of the galleys be convitted of having trafficked, 
or of taking merchandize on board, receiving freight for it, he lhall be de-* 
prived of the privilege of a perfon that has ferved well excepting only pro- 
vifions brought to Malta for the ufe of the ifland. 

11. That the agozzins of the galleys that are Or lhall be employed in 
that poft, lhall give good and fufficient fecurity, as far as a thoufand crowns 
at leaft, to give a good accompt of the Haves and other effects of the trea- 
fury put into their hands ; in failure whereof others lhall be put in their pla- 
ces that are able to give fuch fecurity. 

12. They have corrected the eighteenth article in the print, and ordain- 
ed, that the chaplains of galleys, when they are away from Malta, lhall be 
obliged to fay mafs every day on the poop of the commodore galley, accor- 
ding to their refpeftive Handing; when they are at Malta, they lhall fay it 
every Sunday and holy day. 

13. They have alfo amended the thirty filth article, which fpeaks of the 
qualifications that the rois and cherchemers of the galleys Ihould have, and 
have ordained that none lhall be put into thofe polls that are not twenty 
live years old, and have not made three caravans. 

14. For explaining and improving the fifty fixth article for preventing all 
doubts and difficulties that might arife, particularly during ah engagement, 
they have ordained, that in cafe the captain of the galley is killed, the pa- 
tron of the galley lhall command till the aftioii is over, if he be a knight 
ofjuftice; but if not, the roi of the galley lhall command :"in fcafe the com- 
modore galley is not in the fquadron, the fenior that commands it, lhall, with 
the advice of the other captains, chufe a knight to command the fleet till 
they return to Malta. 

15. They have reformed the fixty eighth article, which; fpeaks of the 
phyfician of the galleys, becaufe he has now i fixed Hilary. 

16. They 
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1 6 . They have ordained, that no applications fhall be made for the fu- 
ture to the venerable council for certificates of having ferved well, for cap- 
tains of galleys or for the general himfelf, till after they have given in their 
accompts, and produce a certificate from the fecretary of the treafury, that 
they owe it nothing at all. 

17. Whereas it is impoflible f6r military difclpline to be kept up without 
obedience, they have ordained, that as foon as the council fhall be convinced 
that a captain has difobeyed , or has not executed the general’s orders , in 
what relates to war and navigation, he fhall for the firft offence be deprived 
of a year’s revenue of his commanderies, and other eftate or income that he 
has from the Order, which fhall go to the treafury, and he fhall be incapa- 
ble of any thing elfe till he has paid it. If he has nothing from the or- 
der, he fhall lofe two years of his Handing for the benefit of his fiamauds ; 
for the fecond offence the penalty fhall be double, and in cafe of a third 
he fhall be deprived of the habit. 

18. They have, out of the fame confideratiort, ordained, that all brothers 
whether profeffed or novices fhall obey their captains and receive orders from 
them, as from their commanders in chief. 

19. Whereas there is nothing of greater importance than to prevent all 
occafion of quarrels in a place fo dangerous as the galleys, they have or- 
dained that every brother profeffed or novice, that fhall fay any thing reflect- 
ing on the honour of any other brother profeffed or novice, fhall be deprived 
of the habit, and be declared incapable of ever receiving it again, fuch as fhall 
give a box, a ftroke with a cane, of lay hand on arty fort of arms, though 
they have not hurt their brothers, fhall be like wife deprived of the habit* 
and delivered to the feculaf arm, as bad foldiers, unfit to live* and difturb- 
ers of military difcipline. 

20. If the peffon that has received the affront and been provoked, fhall 
under pretence of revenging himfelf, dare in the galley to give the other 
the lie, a pluck by the nofe, or a ftroke with a cane, or lay hand upon a- 
ny fort of arms whatever, he fhall be liable to the fame penalties; he ought 
to be quiet, fine'e the ftatute declares that the affront falls upon the pel Ion 
that began the fquabble, who befides the infamy he will incur by doing fo, will 
be punilhed in the manner above related, without any hopes of pardon. 

21. If any foldiers or feculars pretehd to affront others, they fhall be 
fhaved, chained to the oar and put to the drudgery of rowing for two years 
together without remiflion ; a pull by the nofe, of ftroke of a ftick fhall con- 
fine them to it for three years: if they lay .hand on their arms they fhall 
ftrve as galley flaves all their life. 

22. That whenever any fuch incident as is mentioned above happens on 
board the galleys, the captain fhall be obliged to acquaint the grand matter 
With it by a letter in his own hand. If it appear to the grand mafter and 
fcblincil that he has negleCted to do fo, they fhall condemn him to lofe three 
VeajrS Handing , arid pay a fine of thirty crowns of gold to the treafury, till 
the payment Whereof he fhall be Thcapable Of any preferment ; if he be pro- 
feflfea of the order, the general of 1 the galleys mall lay him by the heels, 
Sind try him, and tranfmit the proceedings fealed up to the grand mafter and 
council on pain of being fined himfelf five hundred crowns to the treafury. If 
the Criminal be -a fecular the general fhall punifh him on the fpeft. 

■ '23. That no body may plead ignorance for ah exfcufe, they have ordain- 
ed, that whenever the galleys put to fea, on any Voyage whatever, the gene- 
ral and captairts fhall caufe the prefent ordinances fo be read and proclaimed 
With found of trumpet, and this they enjoin to be obferved with the ut- 
moft exaCtnefs. 

£4. That in aft the galleys of the order, whilft they are out sit fea, they 
fhall Continue the 'Ordinary devotiohs of the dry 6 t lincohfec rated mafs, the 
ordinary prayers 'to the Saviour of the world, the glorious virgin Maty, 
S. John Baptift our pattbn, and other faint*!. Thait all our religious fhall' be 
exact in faying over the prayers they are obliged to every day '; that they fhall 
particularly obferve the fixth article of the tjltle of the church Which enjoins 
Jthem to" go to Cbnfeffion, and receive the Communion before they fet out to 
* 1 1 i 3 make 
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make their caravans or go on other voyages , and to leave their difapprd- 
priation in the hands of the reverend priour or fubpriour of the church j in 
failure whereof thisftatute (hall be executed with rigour. 

25. That oh all Sundays and the principal feafts of the year, if the gal- 
leys are at Malta, or in foihe other port of chfifteridom that is fafe and 
inhabited, our chaplains fhall fay mafs on the poop Of the commodore 
galley in virtue of the brief of pope Sixtus quintus of blefled memory 
mferted in the regifters of the councils of the year one thoufand five hundred 
and eighty five, fol. 151. and this fhall be done every on 6 in his turn, ac- 
cording to the order which they lhail fettle among themfelves, with all the 
devotion and pomp fuitable to fo great a myftery *, enjoining the venerable 
general to take care that the altar be well covered fo as not to fiiffer from 
bad weather, and falutes be paid to the holy faCraiiient With found of trum- 
pets and voices, as he fhall judge proper. 

26. That the chaplains of the caravane fhall take care of the fouls com- 
mitted to their charge, and fee that whilft the galleys are away from Malta, 
in a convenient place the brothers confefs themfelves and receive the holy 
communion on the feafts appointed by the ftatutes, of which they fhall give 
account to the reverend priour of the Church in obedience to this new cori- 
ftitution. 

27. The chaplain fhall do all he can fo difpdfe every body to the re- 
ceiving of thefe two facraments, and fhall heat the confeflions of die brothers 
and other fick and wounded on board the fleet. 

28. The reverend chaplains that are of the caravan fhall be refpe&ed and 
well treated ; enjoining the venerable general, and the Captains of the gal- 
leys to take particular care of them, and maintain them in their privilege of 
eating by the captain at Cape de la Traverfolle. 

29. That the chaplain priefts who go in the caravane, fhall lie within 
the fcandalato, on the left hand, towards the compagne or office where they 
lock up the provifions. 

30. When the galleys meet a veflel of the infidels that makes no refif- 
tance, and furfenders as foon as they give it chace, none of our galleys fhall 
board it, or come fo near that the foldiers may leap into it, on pain for the 
captains that a<ft otherwife of paying two years income of their commanderies, 
if they have any treafury * or if they have none a fine of five hundred crowns 
to the treafury i nor fhali they allow any body to fwim on board it, on pain 
for brothers of being deprived of the habit, and for feculars of being put to 
the oar for ten years. 

The venerable general fhall fend the Captain of his admiral galley, or any 
other ancient brother knight that he pleafes, with the reveditori to take an 
inventory of the effects on board the veffel, they fhall take with them the 
clerks of the admiral galley, and thofe of the reveditori, who fhall fet to 
drawing up the inventory with diligence and exa&nefs : If the infidel veffel 
makes refiftance, they fhall do all they can to fave it from being plundered. 
They lhail keep particularly a watchful eye over the flaves td prevent their 
ill defigns ; they fhall even keep the bonfie-voglies or volunteers chained to 
their oars, for fear they lhoufd leap in and leave the galleys unmanned, 
except when they are to attack velfels with bars, in which cafe they may un- 
chain them. Enjoining however the venerable general to be fevere in his 
chaftifement -of fuch as prefume to leap over board, and fwim to get to die 
veffels to pillage them, or who in their eagernefs to get into any fhip leave 
their fword, poniard, arquebus with the match lighted or powderbags in 
their places, which might afford the flaves an opportunity of creating a dis- 
order. 

Declaring that ail arms and effects taken from the enemy, fhall belong 
to the ihips that fought, and left to thofe that feize them. Charging all our 
brothers upon their obedience, and under what penalties the venerable coun- 
cil fhall pleafe to inflift, not to take any thing From them Which they have 
juftly acquired: if any difficulty arifeS, it fhall be determined by the general 
without appeal. If any religious refufe to obey him, he fhall give advice 
thereof to the venerable council, who fhall chaftife him without rail. 

3 The 
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The general (hall give the brother knights twenty per cent, and to the 
(eculars no more than fifteen, out of the money declared to be taken on 
board the prize. To avoid confufion, when he meets an enemy’s (hip he 
fhall only lend fuch a number of vefiels as he thinks neceflary to take it, and 
promife the ufual rewards to fuch as enter it firft. If they meet a fquadron 
llronger than ours, the venerable general, after confulting the captains, (hall 
take a good and fpeedy refolution, having always in view the honour of the 
order, and the prefervation of his galleys, in all events he (hall (hew a va- 
lour and refolution worthy of a knight of his profeflion and diftin&ion. 
When they are going to fight at fea, he (hall pick out fome knights to 
begin the engagement, and appoint others to guard the galleys, ordering e- 
very one to continue in the poft afiigned him, till the reft are come back 
into their own galley. 

3 1. To prevent dangers and inconveniences that fometimes happen, they give 
exprefs orders to every religious, of what rank and quality foever he be, 
not to quit his own galley to go on board any other veflel and fight, un- 
lefs he be commanded by the venerable general or by the captains, to go 
and aflift the reveditori, or flop any diforder, on pain for commanders, 
pofleffors of members and penfioners, of forfeiting four years revenue of their 
commanderies, members and penfions to the treafury, and for others, of 
four years of their Handing, and what may be further infli&ed on them by 
the council, according to the nature of the fault ; enjoining the venerable ge- 
neral to give the mafter and council an exadt relation of all that pafles as well 
on board the admiral as the other galleys. 

3 2. Ip the booty confifts of things of value, that take up but little room, 
he (hall put it all on board the galleys ; if they take a rich (hip of great 
confequence the galleys (hall convoy it fafe into the feas : if it be of no fuch 
extraordinary value, they (hall fupply it with all neceflaries, and put a per- 
fon in it fit to command, and (killed in navigation, to carry it to a fafe 
place, and give account of the cargo, with orders to (land dircftly for the 
port afiigned him. Enjoining the venerable general, and the captains to do 
the fame without touching any where elfe, unlels in cafe of giving chace to 
an enemy, bad weather or other kind of neceflity. If they are forced to put 
into any chriftian countrey, they (hall not allow any body to go on (hore. 

33. That except in cafes of neceflity, the galleys (hall fet fail in the day 
time from the port of Malta: the admiral galley (hall fire a gun for the fig- 
nal of the fetting fail at noon : all the knights, brothers of the caravane and 
others (hall be on board within half an hour afterwards, and then the review 
(hall be made. The galleys (hall get out of the harbour as foon as pofli- 
ble, with their (kiffs and long boats, and (hall make to the place which 
feems the moft convenient for their parting. There they (hall employ the 
reft of the day in reviewing the arms, in afligning every one the poft where 
he is to fight, and the place where he is to lie, and diftribute the neceflary 
powder and ball, obferving the order hereafter prescribed. 

34. As foon as the (kiffs and long boats are taken into the galleys, no 
boat lhall be allowed to come near them, under fuch penalties as the grand 
mafter (hall pleafe to impofe by proclamation. 

35. The galleys being always to part in the day time, they have ordered, 
that in the accompts of the tables of the knights and brothers that are to go 
on board, and are ufed to eat at the inns, they (hall give, on the day of their 
departure, a good dinner to the piliers of the inns, and fuch as eat with them, 
and in the evening likewife a good fupper to the venerable general and the 
captains of the galleys, upon which they embark. 

36. That as foon as the galleys are out of the harbour, the lift of the 
knights and brothers of the caravan (hall be called over, to fee which of them 
are abfent, and have ftaid on (hore, whofe names die venerable generals 
and captains are upon their obedience obliged in conscience to fend to the 
grand mafter, to do juftice upon them. They (hall give in likewife the names 
of the men of command (or cap) that are abfent in order to their being pu* 
nifhed. 
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37. When the galleys are come back into port, the attorney general of the 
order, by order of his eminence the grand mafter, fhall make the purfers or 
clerks or the galleys give in a lift of all the knights and brothers mentioned in 
their books, as having their table, and eating on board each galley during the 
voyage, that the grand mafter may compare the lifts together, and find out 
and conviit fuch as ought to be of the caravane but did not embark, and pu- 
nilh them as they defcrve. 

38. To prevent the difputes which happen generally at the going out of the 
galleys about the diftribution of the pofts on board, for want of knowing ex- 
adtly the (landing of the brothers, they have ordained, that from henceforward 
all the brothers that (hall be of the fquadron, when they go on board, (hall 
carry with them a certificate of their reception in the language or priory dulyat- 
tefted, that every body may know the poft that belongs to him according to the 
degree of his (landing. 

39. Every brother is obliged to pafs the night in his poll, and leave the 
ordinary place of the poop free for the captains, officers and feamen, who are 
to be there for the fervice of the (hip, on pain of being fent back to the con- 
vent, and put into the dungeon for three months. 

40. To prevent the galleys being crowded and incumbered, they have for- 
bid all the brothers of the fquadron to carry on board any bales or coffers of 
wood, but only every one a leather or cloth cloak bag, on pain of coniifcation 
of the wooden chefts and coffers, and of all the money in them to the profit of 
the treafury j and the captain that fuffers them to be put on board fhall be fined 
fix crowns for every cheftor coffer. 

41. That except the captain, no brother fhall put on board the galleys 
any fort of victuals, bread, wine, meat, wood, or other pro vifions, unlefs it 
be in the voyages of the Levant or Barbary, made on purpofe to cruize upon 
the infidels, in which the brothers of the fquadron may, with the captain’s 
leave, embark a moderate quantity of provifions, fo as not to caufe any incum- 
brance, on pain of being put in the dungeon for three months. 

42. That no brother fhall be allowed to embark as a paflenger, without 
leave from the venerable general that commands the galleys. If there be a 
great number of them, the general fhall diftribute them the beft he can into 
the feveral galleys with their effeds. Such as fhall embark without his leave, 
(hall be punifhed as difobedient perfons, with the confifcation of all their ef- 
fects on board the galley to the treafury, and the lofs of a year’s income of 
their commanderies, if they have any, but if they have none, nor hold any 
Other eftate of the order, they lhall be put back a year of their (landing, for the 
benefit of their fiarnauds. 

43. Caravans that arc divided fhall laft fix months each, beginning from 
the firft of July to the laft of December, and from the firft of January till the 
laft of June; to that by this means they are renewed and changed by turns eve- 
ry fix months. 

44. The venerable general (hall, whenever a new caravan is made, have 
the privilege and authority of chufing half of the number of brothers neccfiary 
for his complement, out of all the languages for manning the admiral galley : 
The reft of the brothers that he has occafion for to make up his number, fliall 
be furnifhed him by the commiflaries appointed to diftribute them for the fer- 
vice of the fleet. 

45. They have ordained, nemine contradicente, that the venerable general 
and captains (hall form their poop-guard for on board the galleys, and pick out 
for it what brothers they pleafe, except the roy and cherche-mer. That in 
cafe of any engagement, none of this guard, which keeps about him, can ftir 
from thence, without orders from the general or the captain, on pain of fix 
months imprifonment, and their caravan not ftanding them in any ftead. 

46. That no religious, obliged to the caravan, (hall ftir from the convent 
or galleys, though with the grand mafter*s leave, till it is ended, or till with 
the matter's licenfe, he has put another brother in his ftead to ferve it out for 
him, on pain of being chaftifed as a difobedient perfon. 

47. To prevent frauds being committed in the diftribution of powder and 
ball, things that defcrve to be preferved with .care by reafonof the neceffity 
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for them in time of war, they hare ordained, that none lhall be given out but 
by the orders of the venerable general, and not by thofe of the cherche-mer, 
who may yet aflift at the diftribution for the interefts of the treafury. 

48. That the magazines of powder and ball fliall be locked up with two keys, 
one of which fliall be put into the hands of the captain or his lieutenant, and the 
Other delivered to the mafter gunner, to prevent the abufes which have been 
committed ; and that upon their return from every expedition, the captain or 
his lieutenant, who has the key, with the mafter gunner and the commander of 
the artillery, fliall give the commander of the treafury an accompt of them, that 
it may be known what quantity of powder has been fpent, and the number of 
fhot that have been fired. . 

49. When the powder and ball has been once diftributed, no more fliall 
be delivered out, if there has been no engagement, but to fuch as are really 
in want of it. 

50. That in every galley they fliall, every three months, make a general 
review of all the cap men, or men of command under arms ; and every time 
there fliall be a prize of fix crowns given at the charge of the treafury to 
the perfon that makes the beft (hot. 

51. They fliall not receive in the galleys any fervant of a knight or brother 
fervant, who is not twenty years old at leaft, able to bear arms, with his dr- 
quebufs and head-piece. 

52. Whilst they are failing on, particularly in cafe of chafing the enemy, 
or being chafed by him, all the brothers fliall go and ftay under deck, pur- 
fuant to the captain’s orders. Such as are refraftory and will not obey, fliall be 
taken notice of and put in a dungeon for three months, or punifhed more fe- 
verely, according to the nature and circumftances of his difobedience. 

53. Whereas the charge of the galleys is particularly confided to the ve- 
nerable general and the captains, who are to anfwer for it at the hazard of 
their life and honour, *tis reafonable they fhould have the command of them, 
as well whilft they are failing, as at the time of an engagement, and when they 
are to execute the inftru&ions given by the venerable council ; we have there- 
fore ordained that the roy, the cherche-mers, the knights and brothers that are 
on board the galleys, fliall not offer to meddle in the conducing and govern- 
ment thereof on fuch occafions: They are, on the contrary, obliged to receive 
and execute the orders of the venerable general and captains, without reply or 
contradiction, on pain of being punifhed as difobedient. 

54. The captains and brothers muftfhewall manner of honour and refpe& 
to the venerable general, who reprefents the grand mailer's perfon. If the 
captains commit any diforder, refufe to obey and negleCt their duty, the ve- 
nerable general may deprive them of their pofts, and put in fome ancient knights 
to command the galleys till their return to Malta, where they fliall complain to 
the grand mafter and council, who fliall order fevere juftice to be done upon 
them. If any one of them refufed to obey the general, and quit his poft, he 
fliall lofe immediately three years income of the commanderies and other eftates 
which he holds of the order •, if he has none, he lhall be put back three years of 
his Handing. The venerable council fliall, upon the bare reprefentation of the 
general, give fentence in the cafe by way of ballot, without fpeaking their fen- 
timents by word of mouth. If the venerable general makes his complaints 
againft any knight or brother that made the caravan *, the perfon accufed cannot 
except againft him, or urge any ground of fufpicion : If he be of the council, he 
fliall give his ballot, and do juftice as well as the reft. 

55. Whenever the galleys put into defert iflands, ports, cape6, ftreights, 
or other uninhabited places, or into countries, where there are no towns# 
ports or fure ftations for them ; no brother fliall prefume to go a-fhore, and 
the captains are enjoined not to give them leave. Such as difbbey fliall be 
profecuted immediately, and when they are returned to the convent, they fliall, 
upon the complaint of the general or captains, (who lhall be credited upon 
their bare declaration) be put into the dungeon for fix months. _ 

56. When the galleys make a defeent in the countrey of the infidels, neither 
the roy nor the cherche-mer lhall offer to go a-fhore, but lhall ftay on board the 
galleys on pain of fix months imprifonment, and lofing the benefit of that caravane. 

57. Whbm 
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57. When the galleys are failing on, none of thofe that are in company, 
nor any of their commanders, fhall prefume to goto windward of the admiral 
galley, unlefs in cafe of great neceflity, as of chafing or being chafed, or of 
being in danger. Except in thefe cafes, if any comite, or officer that com- 
mands the galley-flaves, fhall attempt to do fo without the general’s confent, 
he fhall be deprived of his office, and undergo three ftrappadoes with a cat of 
nine-tails, or even more, as the general fhall pleafe to order j who however 
may commute his punifhment for a fine to be levied upon fo many months of 
his pay as the general fhall pleafe to condemn him to pay to the treafury, the 
number of which he fhall declare that it may be entered in the regifter of the 
reveditori. If the captain was any ways concerned in directing it, the general 
may deprive him of his command, and proceed againft him according to the 
rigour of the new conftitutions. 

58. The galleys fhall go more or lefs to the windward, according to the 
Handing of their captains, which fhall ferve them for a rule with regard to the 
watch word, and on all other oCcafions. 

59. The fame order of ftanding fhall be obferved when they are to enter into 
ports, or take pofts, except in uninhabited places. 

60. No captain of a galley fhall offer to fire a gun, by way of falute, with- 
out the general’s leave, without being fined a hundred crowns to the treafury 
for every offence. 

61. As foon as the galleys arrive at the poll: appointed, all the captains are to 
go on board the admiral galley, to receive their refpeftive orders from the ge- 
neral. If a ftorm, or any thing elfe, has forced them tofeparate, the captains 
fhall, as they arrive at the rendezvous, go and give the general an account of 
all that has happened to them. 

62. If a ftorm, and the danger of being quite loft, forces them to lighten • 
the veffel, they fhall take particular care to preferve the fails and the pala- 
mento. 

63. ’Tis very fit in all accidents of any importance, either in war or navi- 
gation, that the general, before he takes a resolution, fhould hold a council, 
and take the advice of the captains of the ga leys; to which council, to pre- 
vent confufion, whenever it is neceflary to hold it, they fhall call only the cap- 
tains, but no other knight whatever, except there be any of the great crofs. 
If the confultation be held about a fea affair, they lhall call in fuch pilots and 
feamen as the general plcafes. 

64. As foon as the captain of the admiral galley is confirmed by the vene- 
rable council, he fhall enjoy the fame honours, privileges and authority as the 
other captains of galleys: He fhall beprefent at all councils, confultations and 
affemblies, where he fhall fit and vote according to his ftanding, with the other 
captains, notwithftanding all contrary ufages and cuftoms, and the decree of 
the venerable council of May 6, 1 596, which is exprefly revoked. 

65. If the venerable general chances to dye, or is obliged, by any wound, 
ficknefs or otherwife, to quit the admiral galley, the captain of it fhall continue 
to command it ; but the ftandard of the order fhall be carried by the captain of 
the longeft ftanding, who fhall command and be obeyed all one as the general. 
The captain of the admiral galley fhall go to the leeward of him with his galley, 
and fail in the order of his ftanding, till their return to the convent, where the 
venerable council fhall make provifion in the cafe. 

66. If any captain of a galley dies in a voyage and out of port, the captain 
of the admiral galley fhall go and command in his place, till they arrive at the 
convent, where the venerable council will order what fhould be done. 

67. At the entry of any ports or towns where there are caftles and citadels 
that ufe to be faluted, the admiral galley fhall falute with four guns only, viz. 
two demi-cannon or fugri, and two fmirigli, unlefs the venerable general fhall 
think fit to order otherwife in cafe of cities of note, which muft be faluted in 
the ufual manner. If there be in fuch city a viceroy or a great prince, all the 
galleys fhall likewife fire four guns by way of falute. When the galleys are fa- 
luted by other vefiels, the admiral galley only (hall return their falute with one 
gun of his fmirigli, and not more. 

68. Th* 
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68. The cap man Hull be well ufed and treated with refpeft. All our bro* 
thers are charged, upon their obedience, neither to fay nor do any thing dis- 
obliging to them, on pain of being Severely punifhed upon the l'eaft complaint 
by the venerable council. The leaft punishment for fuch fort of faults ffiall be 
three months imprifonment in the dungeon. No body Shall offer to abufe or 
ftrik.e any of the crew : Whoever is fo abufed {hall complain of it to the vene- 
rable general and the captains, to whofe cognizance it belongs, according to 
ancient cuftom. 

69. That the effects of the galleys may be kept with the greater care, it is 
ordained, that when a new captain is put in, they fhall deliver him an inven- 
tory, containing the number, weight and quality of the artillery, fails, rigging, 
and other equipage, which he {hall accompt for when he goes out of his com- 
mand, and deliver them to his fucceffor, who fhall be obliged to draw up 2 
new inventory thereof. 

70. The purfers of the galleys {half give the treafury an accompt every 
voyage of the cargo, and the confumption that has been made of the bilket, 
powder, fails, ringing, and -other things for the ufe of the galleys during their 
voyage. 

71. All the purfers {hall be obliged, before their departure, to give good 
Security, to the value of two thoufand crowns, that they will at their return give 
a juft accompt of all acquisitions and charges of the treafury, and in failure 
thereof, their employment fhall be taken away, and given to others that are a- 
ble to give the faid fecurity. 

72. The captains, officers of the galleys, and others, may not give any 
effefts whatever to the men of command or the craw, on pain of forfeiting 
them, unlefs they have a licence from the grand mafter and the venerable pro- 
curators of the treafury. 

73. All the captains are forbid to make any extraordinary expence with re- 
gard to the galleys, without the confent of the reveditori, or in his abfence, 
of the roy, or fenior : When he gives in his accompts, he muft produce their 
approbation in writing, otherwife fuch articles (hall not be allowed him. 

74. The comite may not cut any cable or other rigging but in the prefence 
of the captain, reveditori and the roy : The purfer {hall enter it in his book. 

75. If the purfer prefumes to pafs a deferter, as if he had got his discharge, 
he ffiall not only lofe his office, but (hall be punifhed otherwife according to 
the enormity of his crime. 

76. The accompt of all expences made on board the galleys about the fick 
and wounded, whether religious or Seculars, Shall be figned by the ro f, as 
comptroller of the infirmary. When it is to be paid, the accompt {hall be 
prefented to the treafury, which ffiall re-imburfe the captain for it. 

77. They have repealed the ordinance of the general chapter of 1597* 
which required that there ffiould be an auditor general with his Secretary on 
board the galleys, in order to try feculars that ffiould be guilty of crimes. And 
they have empowered the venerable general of the galleys, the regent or the 
fenior captain of the fquadron, or the fenior of each galley, if it be alone, in 
cafe any crime be committed heinous enough to merit an exemplary and im- 
mediate puniffiment, to make choice of Some learned Secular in fuch town or 
place as the galleys or galley in which the crime was committed ffiall be, to 
aft as auditor or judge for the trial of the criminal in a military way : His fees 
ffiall be paid out of the pay or confifeated effefts of the criminal, and in 
defeft thereof, they ffiall be allowed, in the accompts of the venerable 
general, regent or captain, that ordered the profecution and trial. 

78. They have likewife taken away the Salary that was given to the phyli* 
cian that went on board the galleys, and left it to his eminence to fupply them 
with phyficians every voyage, as he ffiall fee fit. 

7 9. They have alfo reduced the falaries of the barbers, who ffiall, for the 

future, only be paid for {having the feamen in command, and the volunteer 
rowers, befides their twenty two crowns a year, and their pittance, which comes 
to twelve crowns a month. , 
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' 80. The purfers and agozzins lhall be obliged, every week, to make a re-* 
view of the cloaths of the flaves and crew of the galley ; in cafe they neglect 
to do fo, if any of the crew be found to want a cabbin, or the laft coat 
that was given him, the purfers and agozzins lhall make it good, and for- 
feit likewile a month of their pay to the treafury. Whenever new cloaths 
are given them, the old ones are given back in accompt to the perfon that 
furnilhed the new ones. 

8 1. The purfers lhall be obliged to give accompt of all the bilket that 
lhall be put on board the galleys, and diftribute it every day by tale : They 
lhall give every one an half roll for dinner, and as much for fupper, in the pre- 
fence of the reveditori or the perfon appointed to fupply his place. They 
lhall give the captain everyday an accompt of the bilket they have diftributed, 
which she captain, at his return, lhall give in to the venerable procurators of 
the treafury, and court of exchequer. 

82. When the galleys part from any place, where there is the convenience 
of having frelh bread, if the captain do not lay in fome for the cap men, be 
lhall pay two thirds of the bilket that lhall be eat. 

83. The bread of the galleys cannot be laid in either at Malta or abroad, 
but in the prefence of the reveditori, for the interefk of the treafury, which 
pays two thirds of it. 

84. The venerable generals and captains of the galleys lhall take care to 
have the crew fupplied every day with la meneftre, (broth) and whilft they 
work, with wine, oil, vinegar and cheefe, as they are obliged to. The reve- 
ditori, the roy, or the fenior, are enjoined to fee it be done ; and in cafe any 
captain fails at any time t% do it, they lhall make the purfer take notice of it, 
who, at his return, lhall give in a lift of all the days that he failed doing it to 
the court of exchequer, which lhall Hop what is due to the crew out of the cap- 
tain’s pay. 

85. When the galleys are come back into the port of Malta, the agozzins 
lhall be obliged, within twenty four hours afterwards, to carry all the galley 
flaves in the fervice of the order that belong either to the treafury, or private 
men, to the prifon of the flaves in the city Valette, and deliver them ro the 
captain of the flaves. They lhall keep only thirty flaves for the ordinary fer- 
, vice of the galleys, on pain of being deprived of their offices, and receiving 
four lalhes of a cord for a farther punilhment. If the captain prefumes to 
hinder the agozzins from doing their duty on this occalion, he lhall pay a* 
many fines of ten crowns, as he lhall have fallen times into the like fault. 

86. If, through the fault, negligence or perfidioufnefs of the comites, or 
other officers, there happens any damage to the galleys, as to their mafts, 
yards, fails, beak, oars, helm, or other parts of their equipage, belides the 
punilhment they lhall receive for it, the reveditori or purfer lhall make a me- 
morandum of it immediately, and give an account of it to the venerable pro- 
curators of the treafury, who lhall charge it upon the officer that was in fault, 
and condemn him to make fatisfaftion out of his pay, to four times the real 
value of the damage he occafioned. 

87. The comites may not lend to any of the crew, or give them credit 
in their tavern, for more than fix tarins a month, on pain of lofing the over- 
plus. 

88. The comites may not fell their wine but at the rate which the captain 
fixes ; if they aft otherwife, all their wine lhall be confilcated for the benefit 
of the crew. 

89. The venerable general and the captains may not give a difeharge to 
,any body, except it be full three months before the time of their commiffion is 
out ; after which, they lhall be obliged to deliver to their fucceflors as many 
volunteer rowers as they received, except fuch as are dead, or have had their 
difeharge by order from the grand mailer or court of exchequer -, otherwife 
the venerable council Hull not grant them the privileges ufually given to fuch 
as have ferved well. 

90. The galleys may not, out of the port of Malta, flow any bales of 
. goods under deck for the accompt of any body but the treafury; enjoining the 
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reveditori, the roy and cherche-mer to vifit and confifcate them, and clear the 
veffel of them.' 

91. At the galleys departure for any part of Chriftendom, and at their re- 
turn, the reveditori, the mailer equerry, and the attorneys of the order and 
callellany lhall make a ftridl fearch in thegalleys ; and if they find any bales or 
boxes of goods that belong to our religious, they lhall be confifcated to the > 
treafury •, if they belong tofeculars, they lhall be confifcated to the grand ma- 
iler, referring it to the venerable council to inflid what further penalty they 
pleafe upon the captains and patrons that lhall offer to oppofe and hinder luch 
fearch, of which the mailer equerry’s declaration upon oath lhall be taken as a 
fufficient proof, in order td proceed againll them and punilh them as they de- 
ferve. 

92. The venerable general and captains of the galleys are not to lcruple 
taking on board all bales of goods whatever belonging to the treafury, pur- 
fuant to the orders of the venerable council or procurators of the treafury ; if 
they refufe to take them on board, they lhall pay themfelves to the treafury all 
that it lhall coll to lend them in other veffels, and make good all the damages 
that may enfue from their refufal. 

93. If they are obliged to load any goods of the order on board the galleys, 
or if men of quality embark in them, they lhall be diftributed among the gal- 
leys by the venerable genera], whofe orders lhall be executed by the captains, 
under the fame penalties. 

94. The venerable general and captains may not give any leave to the offi- 
cers and feamen of command of the crew, to Hay on Ihore in Malta, Sicily, or 
any other place whatever, and receive the order’s pay in the mean time j in 
cafe they grant any fuch leave of receiving pay without adlual fer ,: * - e in the 
galleys, it lhall not Hand good, nor lhall fuch as have it be paid; cabining 
the purfers to take an exatt account in their books of fuch as Hay on fhorc with 
or without leave, and make their report of them to the procurators ol the trea- 
fury ; if they negledl to do fo, they lhall lofe a year’s pay. 

95. The venerable general and captains may not load any wood upon the 
galleys, except for the ordinary provifion. If they crowd the deck with any 
luggage, they (hall lofe the tables of all the brothers that are of the voyage, 
and what they have fo laden or put on board, lhall be forfeited to the trea- 
fury. 

96. They have forbid playing on board the galleys at any plays which 
are not permitted to religious', and charge it upon the confcience of the 
venerable general and captains to hinder it. If any venture to do fo, com- 
plaint lhall be made of it to the venerable council, who lhall punilh the 
guilty. 

97. Whoever lhall caufe the leaft quarrel on board the galleys, befides 
the other penalties already mentioned, lhall lofe likewife his caravane, which 
lhall not be reckoned to him. The fame punilhment is ordered againll fuch 
as lhall blafpheme the holy name of the Lord, of the bleffed virgin, or of the 
Saints. 

98. All the brothers that lhall ferve on board the galleys, galiots, or other 
veffels of the grand mailer, lhall enjoy the fame faculties and privileges as thofe 
that make their caravan in the galleys of the order. 

, 99. The galley Haves ought not to be made to work unfeafonably and be- 

yond what they are obliged to. The venerable general, captains, patrons, 
and other officers, are forbid to fet them to work for themfelves, or for other 
private perfons, under fuch penalties as lhall be regulated by the venerable 
council. 

100. When any feaman of command lhall have agreed to ferve in the 
galley, he lhall be prefented by the purfer to the reveditori, who lhall enter 
his name on his regiller j otherwife he lhall have no table, nor pay but from 
the day that is regutered. 
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Conclufion of the ordinances of Chapter. 

T HEY have finally ordered, that all the ordinances above fhall be obfer- 
ved and executed, repealing all ftatutes made in former general chap- 
ters in relation to the publick affairs of the order, other than thofe made 
and approved as above. Such as particularly concern the grand matter the 
languages, priories, brothers, or other private perfons, if they are not ex- 
prefly repealed here, and are only temporary, fhall continue in their force 
and virtue. 
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Principal Matters; 


A Aron Raschid, the Caliph, per- 
mits the French, out of regard 
to Charlemagne, to vifit the holy 
fepulchre, Page 7. 

Abubeker, preferr’d to Aly in the fuccef- 
fion to Mahomet, 5. 

Abulabbas, founder of the dynafty of the 
Abaflides, which fettled at Bagdat, 57. 
Achmet Bassa, inftrumental in the 
conqueft of Rhodes, 465, &c. fent 
into Egypt by Solyman to reprefs an in- 
furreftion, 16, ii. fets up for himfelf, 
and offers to aflift the grand matter in the 
recovery of Rhodes, ibid, ftifled in the 
bath by feveral of his principal comman- 
ders, 18, ii. 

Achmet Geduc, demands a reparation of 
Mahomet II. for the injury offer’d his 
wife by his fon Muftapha, 359. upon 
the death of Mahomet ii. prevails upon 
the army to declare in favour of Bajazet, 
384. defeats the army of Zizim, 385- 
is fent out againft him a fecond time, and 
is vi&orious again, 385, 386. isappoint- 
cd a commiffioner to treat of a peace be- 
tween the grand feign ior and the knights of 
Rhodes, 391. expreffes his refentment 
at the terms agreed on, 392. put to 
death by Bajazet, 393* 394- 
Acre, belieged by the infidels, 8 2* reco- 
ver’d by the Chriftians, 100. again be* 
fieged by the infidels and taken, 171, &c. 
Acre, the, bifliop of, difputes with the 
knights of S. John upon the fight of 
tythes, 1 41. add redes himfelf to the 

pope upon the occafion, 142. is obliged 
to defitt from his pretenfions, ibid. 
Adhad, the laft of the Fatimite caliphs, 
ftrangled by Saladin, 65. 

Adrian VI. pope, declares againft France 
in favour of the emperour, 9, 10, ii. falls 
ill of an ague as foon as the ceremony 
was over, 10, ii. receives the grand ma- 
tter of Rhodes with great tendemefs and 
affedtion, ibid, his death, 11, ii. 


Agnes, a Roman lady, prefides over the 
hofpital at Jerufalem, appointed for the 
reception of women, 1 8. 

Airadin, lord of Tagiora, undertakes to 
drive the knights of Malta from Tripoli, 
76, ii. fuffers lofs in the expedition and 
returns, ib.< is driven from Arabus where 
he lay intrenched, 77, ii. 

Aladin, general to the caliph of Egypt, 
fortifies Jerufalem againft the Chriftian9, 

1 8. defeated by Godfrey of Bouillon, 19; 

Albano, cardinal de, made head of the 
army of the crufade as the pope’s le- 
gate, 126. occafions the lofs of the Chri- 
ftian army, 128. 

Albi, the cheValief de, fets fail for Rhodes 
with the knights of Caftile and Por- 
tugal, 7. his arrival prevented by the 
Algerine pirates, who fall upon him at 
fea, ibid. 

Albigenses, their original* 117. 

Alcob A yr, vari-ctjr of fchifww^cilihg from 

the different explications of it, 57. a dif- 
courfe upon it, z±y. the meaning of the 
word, 22 8. compofed by Mahomet with 
the afliftance of a learned Jew and a Ne- 
ftorian monk, 232. adapted to the diffe- 
rent taftes of mankind, 233, &c. inconfi- 
ftent with itfelf, 238,239. colledted into 
a proper order after Mahomet’s death by 
his father-in-law Abu-Beker, 239. a copy 
of It fent to Mecca, with a cover worth 
twelve hundred thoufand livres, 240. 

Alexander III. pope, calls the third ge- 
neral council of Lateran, 69. makes up 
the differences between the hofpitallers and 
templars, 73. 

Alexander VI. buys the popedom, 406. 
(huts upZizim in the cattle of £ Angelo, and 
obtains a yearly penfion from Bajazet to 
keep him imprifon’d* ibid, is follicited to 
put him to death, 401. fhuts himfelf up 
in the cattle ofS. Angelo, to avoid frilling 
into the hands of the king of France, 
402* comes to an agreement, and pro- 
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huies to deliver up Zizim. ibid, but firft 
caufeshim to be poifon’d, ibid, invades 
the privileges of the knights of Rhodes, 
404. &c. his death, 410. 

Alexis, the Greek emperor, deals deceit- 
fully with the princes of the crufade, 1 $. 
enters into a fecret treaty with the fultan 
Solyman, i6j 

Alexis Comnenus, fon -80 the emperor 
Ifaac Angelus, folUcjts the princes of the 
crufade to make war tiptyp the ufurpef 
Alexis, who had deduced his father, 
109. by their alliftattee Overcomes his 
oppofers, and is made partner with his fa- 
ther in the empire, no. is dethroned and 
murder’d in prifon, in. 

Alice, the youngelt daughter to Baldwin II. 
king of Jerufalem, married to Bohemund 
prince of Antioch, 29. after his death 
fets up forherfelf, 31. is expell’d the 
city by her father, and obliged to re- 
tire to Laodicea, ibid, a confpiracy 
form’d in her favour, 32. 

Alphonsus I. king of Aragon and Na- 
varre, leaves his crowns by will to the 
hofpitallers of 9 . John and the templars, 
35 - 

Alphonsus of Portugal chofen grand ma- 
iler of the .order of S. John, 1 02. endea- 
vours a reformation of the order, 103. 
abdicates his dignity, and retires to Por- 
tugal, 104. 

Alvarez de Sande, difluades the vice- 
roy of Sicily from fending fuccours to 
Malta, 21, iii. commands the regiment 
of Naples in the reinforcement lent to 
Malta, 32, iii. prefles for ap engagement 
with the Turks, 3 6, iii. makes a furious 
charge upon the infidels, 37, iii. 

Aly, nominated by Mahomet to be his 
fiicceflor, 5. 

Amaury, prince, chofen to fucceed his 
brother Baldwin III. in the throne of Je- 
rufalem. 55- hfa cbaradter, 56. enters 
into a treaty with Sannar fultan of Egypt, 

59. forms a defign to conquer Egypt, 

60. draws over the Greek emperor 
Manuel Comnenus to join in the project, 
ibid, enters upon the expedition and 
takes Pclufium, 62. confents to a treaty 
of peace, 63, is oblig’d to retire with 
difgrace, 64. applies for relief to Ma- 
nuel the emperor of Conftantinople, and 
attends upon him in perfon, 66. dyes, 69. 

Amaury, a clergyman in the diocefe of 
Chartres, the founder of a new fed, 1 1 6. 

Ames V. count of Savoy, falJly reported 
to have preferv’d Rhodes from falling un- 
der the Ottoman power, 206. 

Amu rath IE eldeft fon to Mahomet I. 
fucceeds him in the throne, and reftores 
the Ottoman empire to its former fplen- 
dor, 323. turns his arms againll the 
prince* in the Morea, and the iiXes of the 
Archipelago, 324. declines to enter in- 
to any negociation with the knights of 
Rhodes, 329. confents to a renewal of 
the ancient treaties of peace, 335. his 
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quarrels with the king of Albania, ibid, 
marches at the head of a powerful army 
againll Scanderheg, 336. lays liege 13 
Croia, the capital of Albania, but with- 
out fuccefs, 337. his death, ibid. 

Amurath, fon to Zizim, turns Chriftian, 
and is fupported by the knights of Rhodes, 
418. attempts to efcape with the grand 
nwfter upon the lofs of Rhodes, but * 
prevented by the vigilance of SolymaA 
fjties, 468. difcover’d, owns himfelf k 
Gariitian, and ii^pUbliclily executed win 
Ills' fons, 3, 4, li. 

Anastasius IV. pope, grants new privi- 
leges to the order of S. John of Jerufa- 
fem, 45. 

Andrew* king of Hungary, undertakes the 
crufade, 121. commits the regency of his 
kingdom to the palatine Bacbannus, 122, 
123. is admitted as a brother into the or- 
der of S. John of Jerufalem, 1 24. gains 
a victory over the infidels, and returns 
into his own countrey, 125. 

Andrew Doria, prince of Melphi, com- 
mands the emperor’s fleet againfl the 
Turks, 54, ii. lays fiege to Coron, ibid, 
and takes it, 5$, ii. befieges Patras and 
carries it, ibid, the Turks attempt to re- 
cover Coron, and are defeated by Doria^ 
56, ii. deferts the king of France, and 
goes over to the emperor, 83, ii. is made 
generaliffimoover all the fleet of the Chri- 
ftian league, 84, ii. draws over the Ve- 
netians to the imperial fide by a flrata- 
gem, 84, ii. endeavours to divert the 
emperor from his African expedition, 86, 
ii. is font againfl Dragut, ioi,ii. lays 
fiege to Monefter and takes it, ib. ioa,ii. 
is order’d by the emperor to purfue the 
conqueft of Africa, ibid, forms the fiege, 
103, ii. and takes the town, io8,ii. 
purfues Dragut by orders from the empe- 
ror, 109, no, ii. defires the affiftance 
of the gallies of the order, in, ii. 

Andrew Doria, nephew to the late prince 
of Melphi, offers to tranfport two thou- 
fsuid men to Malta, ’till the forces of the 
king of Spain could be got together, 9,iii. 
is deluded by the viceroy of Sicily, ibid, 
propofes to fit out all the naval forces of 
the king of Spain, and give battel to the 
Turks at fea, but is over-ml ’d, 21, iii. 

Andrew d’Amaral, commands the gal- 
lies of the knights of Rhodes againfl the 
fultan of Egypt, 415. demands the dig- 
nity of grand mailer, and is refufed it, 
423. takes up a refolution to deflroy the 
order, ibid, prefles the grand feignior to 
befiege Rhodes, and offers him his fervice 
as a fpy, ibid- 424. oppofes the prepara- 
tions made by the grand mailer for the 
defence of Rhodes, 429. Airs up the Ita- 
lian knights to a difobedience to the 
grand mailer, 432. charg’d with having 
made a falle report to the council, con-, 
ceming the quantity of powder contain’d 
in the town, 445. gives notice to Soly- 
man of the weaknefs of the befieged, 453. 

his 
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his treachery difcover’d, 455, 456. hang- 
ed and quarter’d, 457. 

Andronicus, murders his prince, and fets 
up for emperor, 1 09. 

Andronicus, thte Greek emperor, refufes 
to affift the hofpitallers in the conqueft 
of Rhodes, 200. fends a body of troops 
againft them, 201. 

Anne de Montmorency marfhal of 
France, marches out of Rome to a confi- 
derable diftance to receive the grahd hia- 
fter, 10, ii. 

Anthony Fluvian, or de la Riviere, 
made grand mailer of the knights of 
Rhodes, 322. puts out a fleet to fea, in 
order to oppofe the defigns of the grand 
feignior, 324. mediates a peace between 
fultan Daher, and the king of Cyprus, 
but without fuccefs, ibid, fupplies the 
Cypriots with fuccours, and prevails up- 
on the imprifori’d king to purchafe his li- 
berty at any rate, 325. oppofes the ful- 
tan’s defigns again!! the order, and re- 
ftores a regularity in difcipline, 326, & c. 
his death, 328. 

Antioch, the patriarch of, excommuni- 
cates count Bohemund HI. for adultery, 
and lays the kingdom under an interdin, 
74 - 

Antonio di San Martino, defends him- 
felf before the grand mailer from the 
charge of having negledted to fend fuc- 
cours to the relief of Rhodes, 7, ii. 

Antonio de Toledo, a candidate fof 
the dignity of grand matter of Malta, is 
fet afide for his virtues, 46, iii. 

Arach, a ftrong place in the frontiers of 
Arabia Petraea, befieged*by the Turco- 
mans, 68. 

Araschid, one of the eldeft fons to Mu- 
ley Mahomet, implores the protedlion of 
Barbaroffa, againft his younger brother 
Muley Hafun, 63. ii. is carried to Con- 
ftantinople, and arretted in the feraglio 
by order of Solymah, 64. ii. 

Armenians, fchifmaticks from the Greek 
church, 66. 

Arnaud de Comps, eledled grand ma- 
tter of the order of S. John, 56. 

Ascalon, the key of Paleftine to the Sa- 
racens of Egypt, 33. their fchool of 
War, 34. befieged by the Chriitians, 42. 
and taken, 45. 

AscAnio della CornA, advifes the 
fendihg of fuccours to the knights of 

. Malta, 21, iii.- his advice prevails, 22, 
iii. is appointed major, general, and 
lands in Malta with the Sicilian fuccohrs, 
33, 34, iii. advifeS the Waiting for the 
coming up of the enemy in their camp, 
36, iii. but notwithftanding marches 
out With the reft, and fights in the firft 
ranks, ibid. 

Assassins, a fort of banditti feated in the 
mountains of Phoenicia, 68. the origi- 
nal of the word, ibid, are fubjedled to 
pay tribute to the templars, 69. offer to 
beoome Chriftians upOn theirreleafement 


from the tribute, and are ill treated by 
the templars, ibid. 

Auger de Balben, chofen grand matte? 
of the hofpitallers, 33. eompofes the 
difference between king Amaury and thd 
lords of Jerufalein, 55. dyes, 56. 

Aussonville, the chevalier de, flies for 
fuccours to relieve Rhodes at the court 
of France, and obtains them, 7, ii. his 
fleet difpers’d by a ftorm at fea, 8* ii; 

B 

Bajazet, fifth fultan of the Gttoihah racei 
threatens Hungary with aninvafion, 289. 
his advancement to the throne, and con- 
quefts, 2904 291. gains a Vidtory over 
the French, 29c. turns his arms againft 
the Greeks, and lays fiege to Conilanti- 
nople, 296. is oppofed by Tamerlane, 
great cham of Tartary, 297. raifes the 
fiege to march againft him, 299. comes 
to a battel, is defeated and taken prifoner* 
ibid. 300. infulted by Tamerlane, and 
kills himfelf, ibid. 301. his fons difpute 
the fucceflion, 322. 

Bajazet II. fon to Mahomet II. lays 
claim to the crown, 383. is declared 
grand feignior at Conftantinople, but op- 
pofed by Zizim his brother, 284. or- 
ders his troops to march immediately a- 
gainil him, ibid, offers to come to a 
compofition with him, 385. marches 
againft him in perfon, and returns vidlo- 
rious, 386, 387. makes him other pro- 
pofals, dcfigning to furpriZe him, 387. 
forces him to feek protedlion of the 
knights of Rhodes, 388. enters into a 
hegociation of peace with the grand ma- 
tter* 39I. and concludes it, 392. caufes 
Achmet the grand vizier to be put to 
death, 393, 394. prefents the grand 
matter with die right hand of S. John 
Baptift, the patron of the order, 395. 
fends -at* ctnfcdfedor • -to Charles VIII. 
king of France, to follicit the giving up of 
his brother Zizifn, 398. makes a yearly 
allowance to pope Alexander VI. for the 
imprifonment of Ziziin, 400. follicits 
him to put him to death, 401. makes a 
fecret league with the fultan of Egypt a- 
gainft the knights of Rhodes, 41 1. fits 
out a fleet, which makes a defcent on the 
ifle of Lerd, 412. and is forc’d to retire 
with precipitation by the artifice of Raul 
Simeoni, a young commander in the ifland, 
ibid. 41 3. caufes great preparations to be 
made in all his ports, 417. is obliged to 
fufpend the execution of his projedt, by 
leafon of fome domeftick diflentions in 
bis own family, 41 8 . is poffon’d by his 
phyfician at the inftigation of Selim his 
fon, 419. 

Bacbannus, palatine of Hungafy, made 
regent during the abfence of king Andrew 
in the holy land, 122. ftabs the queen 
for having aiHfted in the revilliinent of 
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his wife, 123. is pardon’d by the king, 
ibid. 125. 

Balac, a Turcoman emir, takes the count 
of Edefla and the king of Jerufalem pri- 
foners, 26, 27. kill’d by Jofceline de 
Courtenay, 27. 

Baldwin, fucceeds his brother', Godfrey 
of Bouillon, in the kingdom of Jerula- 
lem, 2 1 . after a fuccefsftd reign of eigh- 
teen years dyes of a dyfentery, 22. 
Baldwin du Bourg, Count of Edefla, 
fucceeds to the crown of Jerufalem, un- 
der the title of Baldwin if. 22. gains a 
victory over the Turcomans, and enters 
Antioch in triumph, 26. is taken prifo- 
ner by the enemy, 27. is difmifs’d 
upon the payment of a ranfom, 28. 
gains a confiderable victory, ibid, makes 
new conquelts, 29. dyes, 31. 
Baldwin III. fucceeds his father Fulk in 
the throne of Jerufalem, 37. advances 
agaiilit Noradin, 41. lays liege to Af- 
calon, 42. fuccours Paneas, 51. fur- 
priz’d by Noradin, but efcapes with the 
lofs of his forces, ibid, gains a compleat 
victory over him, 52. poyfon’d by a 
phyfician, 55. 

Baldwin IV. fucceeds to the throne of 
Jerufalem, 69. of an infirm conftitu- 
tion, 70. furprizes Saladine, and gains 
a victory over his army, ibid, attempts 
to fortify a caftle in Jacob’s-ford, and is 
. defeated by the infidels, ibid, nominates 
the young Baldwin his nephew to fucceed 
him, 77. commits the care of the go- 
vernment to the count of Tripoli, ibid, 
his death, 80. 

Baldwin V. dyes within feven months 
after his advancement to the throne, and 
not without fufpicion of poyfon, 80. 
Baldwin, count of Flanders, chofen em- 
peror of Conftantinople, 1 12. his death, 
• 45 * 

Baldwin II. the third fon to Peter de 
Courtenay, made emperor of Conftanti- 
nople, 146. travels into Italy to implore 
fuccour, ibid. 

Barbacan, chief of the Chorafmins, in- 
vades Paleftine, 148. 

Barbarossa, Horruc, caufes the king of 
Algiers to be ftrangled, and fets himfelf 
up in his ftead, 62, ii. is befieged in the 
capital of his kingdom, ibid, efcapes 
with his treafures by a fubterraneous paf- 
fage, is purfued, and forced to fight, ibid, 
is cut to pieces with 1500 of his men, 
63, ii. 

Barbarossa, Airadin, captain of the bar- 
barian corfairs, puts to fea with a confi- 
derable fleet, 5 6, ii. feizes upon the king- 
dom of Tunis, and threatens Tripoli with 
a liege, 61, ii. his birth and character, 
62, ii. takes upon him the title of king 
of Algiers, and aflociates himfelf with 
two famous pirates, whom he made his 
lieutenants, 63, ii. makes war upon the 
knights of Malta, ibid, takes Arafchid, 
fon tp Muley Mahomet, into bis prote- 


ction, 64, ii. carries him to Conftantino- 
ple , and propofes to Solyman the con- 
queft of T unis, ibid, returns with an ar- 
my, and enters Tunis at the head of 9000 
Turks, 65, ii. is acknowledg’d Soly- 
man’s viceroy, ibid, draws over the pet- 
ty kings of Africk to his affiftance, 67, ii. 
prepares to oppofe the emperor Charles V. 
who was marching into Africa, ib. 68, iL 
takes the field, 69, ii. is defeated, and 
retires to Tunis, and from thence to the 
city of Bon, 7 1 . ii. reltores Dragut to 
his poll, 98, ii. found dead in his bed, 
99, ii. 

Barletto and St. Stephen, the Priors of, 
defend themfelves from the imputation of 
negligence in procuring fuccours for the 
relief of Rhodes, 6, ii. 

Barres, William des, lord of Tiberias, en- 
ters into a league with the Duke of Ve- 
nice, and takes the city of Tyre, 27, 28. 
Beersheba, rebuilt and fortified by Mele- 
finda queen of Jerufalem, 34. 

Bela, king of Hungary, reftored to his 
throne, by the affiftance of the knights 
hofpitallers, 150. 

Bendocdar, defeats Robert count of Ar- 
tois, 1 39. advanced to the throne by the 
Mamalucks, 162. makes a bloody war 
upon the Chriftians, 163. takes Jafla, 
the caftle of Beaufort, Antioch, and the 
fortrefs of Crac, 1 64. dies of the wounds 
he received in battel, 1 67. 

Benedict XI. chofen pope, and dyes with- 
in eight days,- 1 89. 

Benedict XII. pope, writes a letter of 
complaint to the grand matter of S. John, 
reproaching the negligence of the order, 
254. forms the plan of a naval ar mam ent 
to keep the feaagainft the infidels, 255. 
fumifhes his quota, and fends ’em out to 
fea, 256. 

Bernard, a French monk, writes an ac- 
count of his voyage to Jerufalem, 7. 
Bernard, S. preaches up the crufade, 38. 
his death, ij. 

Bertrand, made count of Tripoli, 22, 25. 
Bertrand de Got, archbithop of Bour- 
deaux, chofen pope, by the fecret pra- 
vtice of the king of France and cardinal 
Dupre, 1 9 1. favours the French fa- 
ftion, and the Italians repent of their 
choice, 192. fummons the two grand 
mailers of the templars and the hofpital- 
lars to appear before him, 193. his diffi- 
mulation with regard to the affairs of the 
templars, 19s* &c. publiihes a general 
crufade, and annexes plenaiy indulgences 
to it, 199. profecutes the templars, in 
conjundlion with the king of France, 2 1 1 . 
fupprefles the order, 216. is faid to have 
had a lhare in their ellates, 222. 

Bertrand de Texis, chofen grand ma- 
iler of the order of S. John, 139. re-efta- 
blilhes the emperor’s authority in Pale- 
ftine, 140. dyes, 147. 

Bertrand de Comps, chofen grand ma- 
iler of the order of S. John, 149. de* 
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feats the Turcoman army, and dyes of his daea with an army, and inverts Jaffa, 27. 
wounds, 1 s 1 . his army routed, and his fleet deftroyed, ib. 

JJlanchford, Bertrand de, grand mafter Cali xt us III. pope, engages the princes 
of the templars, taken prifoner by Nora- of Europe to enter into a league againft 
din, 51. Mahomet II. for the defence of Hunga- 

Bohemund, a Norman lord, cuts his coat ry, 342. 

of arms into crofles, and taking the firft Campson Gauri, fultan of Egypt, enters 
himfelf, diftributes the reft among his into a league with Bajazet againft the 
principal officers, 13. refigns his rights knights of Rhodes, 411. aflifts the king 

of primogeniture to his younger brother, of Calecut againft the Portuguele, ib. 

and engages in the crufade, 15. takes 412. fends certain veflels to fea, to 
Antioch, 17. is made prince of the ci- make an attempt upon the ifle of Lango, 

ty, and takes up his refidence there, 20. which are taken by the order, 413. re- 

BohemundII. fucceeds his father in the folves to augment his naval force, 414. 


government of Antioch, 25. marries 
Alice, the fecond daughter to Baldwin II. 
king of Jerufalem,29. dyes, 31. 

BohemundIII. fucceeds in the principality 
of Antioch, 67. is excommunicated for 
adultery, 74. taken prifoner by the prince 
of Armenia, 104. is fet at liberty upon 
conditions, which he afterwards refufed 
to obferve, ib. 

Boniface VIII. advanced to the popedom, 

1 8 1 . takes the hofpitallers and templars 
into his proteftion, 182. annexes the 
abbey of the holy trinity of Venufia to the 
manfe of the grand mafter, 185. threa- 
tens to excommunicate the king of 
France, unlefs he will head the army of 
the crufade, 1 88. dyes of grief, 1 89. 

Bosio, draws over the aga of Rhodes to af- 
lift the knights in their attempts for the 
recovery of the ifland, 1 7, ii. difpatch’d 
to the grand mafter with advice, that the 
emperor had feiz’d upon the revenues of 
the order in Italy, 22, ii. embaflador 
and negociator general of all the affairs of 
the order, 33, ii. propofes to the grand 
mafter to feize upon the town of Modon 
for the feat of the order, 35, ii. made 
privy chamberlain to the pope, 37, ii. 
dies of an aneurifm, 38. 

Botigella, prior of Pifa, is vidtorious 
againft Airadin, 77, &c. ii. deprived of 
the employment of general of the gallics, 
79, ii. returns from his government of 
Tripoli, and advifes the order to give back 
the place into the emperor’s hands, 82,ii. 

Bourbon, the conftable of, over-runs Ita- 
ly with his army, and fiege to Rome, 
30, ii. is flain by a mufket fhot, ib. 

Bourbon, the chevalier de, fends prefents 
to the knights at Malta, 73, ii. 


C 

Cair-beo, governor of Egypt, refufes to 
join with Gazelles, governor of Syria, 
in his infurredtion againft Solyman, 420. 

Calatrava, defended by the abbot of 
Fitero and his vaffals, 50. 

Caliph, the title of Mahomets fuccef- 
fors, 5. the fuccefs of their arms, 6. 

Caliph of Egypt, enters into a league 
with the princes of the crufade, 1 6. de« 
ferts his engagements, 17, enters Ju« 


enters into a league with the king of Per- 
fia againft the Turks, 419. is defeated 
by Selim, and the empire of the Mama- 
lakes entirely deftroy’d, ib. 

Candelissa, lieutenant to Haflan, viceroy 
of Algiers, his education and character, 

10, iii. aflifts in the attack of the pe- 
ninfula of Malta, ib. his behaviour in 
the fiege, 1 1, iii. is put to flight, 12, iii. 

Cara Mustapha, appears with the Tur- 
kifti fleet before the ifland of Gelves, 1 8 1. 

11. makes great havock among the Chri- 
ftian fhips, ib. lands his troops, and 
lays fiege to the fort, 182, ii. takes 
poffeffion of the place , demolilhes 
the fortifications, and returns to Con- 
ftantinople, ib. is made general of the 
land forces in Solyman’s expedition a- 
gainft Malta, 193, ii. appears before 
the ifland, and refolves to begin the 
fiege of the town at the poll of Cuftille, 
199, ii. takes a view of the place from 
Mont Calcara, 200, ii. holds a council 
of war, ib. refolves upon the fiege of 
fort S. Elmo, 201, ii. opens his 
trenches, ib. determines to come before 
it with all his forces, and give a general 
affault, ii. 214. is forc’d to retire, 215, 
ii. refolves to eredt a battery upon Mount 
Calcara, 216. ii. makes anoth er ftorm, 
217, ii. and takes the fort, 219, ii. 
fends an officer with a white flag to the 
gate of the town to propofe a negociation 
with the grand mafter, 3, iii. is difap- 
pointed, and orders his troops to inveft 
the caftle of S. Angelo, ib. iii. forms 
a projedt to cut off the communication 
of the befieged with the fea, and Ihut 
them up on all fides, 5, iii. fails in 
his defign, 7, iii. fires upon them from 
all his batteries together, ib. receives 
fuccours from Algiers, and comes to a 
long and bloody engagement, 10, iii. 
renews the affault, and inftead of Alge- 
rines, fends on the Janizaries againft the 
befieged, 14, iii. not difhearten'd with 
difficulties, 15, iii. calls an extraordi- 
nary council of war, and refoJves upon a 
general attack, 17, iii. js repulfed, and 
renews the affault, 18, iii. orders a 
retreat to be founded, upon a miftaken 
iuppofition of the arrival of the Sicilian 
fuccours, 19, iii* omits nothing, that 
may promote the carrying on of the 
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fiege, 23, iii. gives the fignal for an 
affault by the general difeharge of his 
batteries, 25, iii. attempts another 
ftorm, which was his twentieth, but 
Without fuccefs, 26, iii. leads on his 
troops in perfon againft fort S. Michael, 
27, iii. refolves as a laft ftruggle to at- 
tack the notable city, 30* iii. difap- 
pointed in all his projefts, 31, iii. raifes 
the fiege and embarks with precipitation* 
34, iii. lands again with his forces, 35. 
iii. is defeated and flies to his fliips* 
37 > 

Celestine III. pope* publifhes a new cru- 
fade, 101. 

Celestine V. pope, the manner of his e- 
ledtion, 180. refigns the papacy, 181. is 
difpatched by ill ufage, ib. 

Charles, duke of Anjou, lays claim to the 
kingdom of Jerufalem, 1 66. 

Charles l’Aleman de la Roche Chi- 
nArd, grand prior of S. Giles, employs 
the profits of his priory in the defence and 
fervice of the order of Rhodes, 416. 

Charles VII. king of France, aflifts the 
king of Hungary againft the Turks, 290, 
&c. 

Charles VIII. kihg of France, refufes to 
give up Zilim to his brother Bajazet, 
398. interefts himfelf in Zizim’s prefer- 
vation, with a view to his own advan- 
tage, 399. raifes a confiderable army, 
which frights the pope and the Italians, 
400. pafles the Alps, and enters Italy 
without any oppofition, 401. accommo- 
dates matters with the pope, 402. in- 
vites the grand mafter of Rhodes to con- 
fult with him upon his defign of invading 
Greece, 403. lays afide the projedt, and 
returns into his own dominions, 404. 

Charles V. emperor, folicited to grant 
Malta and Goza for a place of refidence 
to the knights of Rhodes, 14, ii. his cha- 
ratter, 20, ii. orders the revenues of the 
knights in Italy to be feized, 22, ii. re- 
veries his order, and promifes them the 
ifle of Malta for a ftrttlcmcut* -z 3, ii. at- 
tempts to feize upon the perfon of the 
duchefs of Alencon, who narrowly efcapes 
him, 24, ii. raifes a civil war in the 
pope’s territories, 29, ii. keeps the pope 
a prifoner in the caftle of S. Angelo, and 
orders publick prayers to be made for his 
liberty, 31', ii. grows jealous of the 
knights of Rhodes, 33. fets the pope at 
liberty, 34, ii. propofes a marriage 
between Margaret of Auftria his natural 
daughter and Alexander de Medicis, 36, 
ii. grants the ifles and caftles of Tripoli, 
Malta and Goza, with all their territo- 
ries and jurifdi&ions, as a fief noble, free 
and fraftk, to the order of S. John, 37, 
ii. by a new treaty allows them to ex- 
port com from Sicily without duty, and 
to coin their own money, 41, ii. no- 
minates Thomas Bofio to the bifhoprick 
of Malta, 5 1 , ii. is oppofed by the 
pope, who names cardinal Ghinucci for 


E X. 

that employment, 52, ii. takes Mule/ 
Haflen, the deprived king of Tunis, into 
his protection, 66, ii. endeavours to 
bribe Barbatofla, and draw him off from 
Solyman, ib. refolves td march into A- 
frick at the head of an army, and invites . 
the knights of Malta to alfift him, 67, ii. 
lands his army within cannon fhot of the 
fort of Goletta, 68, ii. and takes it, 
69, ii. gives orders to march towards 
Tunis, ib. comes to a battel with Barba- 
roffa, and gets the victory, 70, 71, ii. 
reftores Muley Haflen to his throne, and 
embarks for Europe, 72, ii. lends affi- 
ftance to him dgaihft his rebel fubjeCts, 
81, ii. lays fiege to Buda, 85, ii. carries 
his arms again into Africk, and falls upon 
the dominions of Barbarofla. 85, 86, ii. 
lays fiege to Algiers, ib. 87; ii. fuftains 
a confiderable lofs at fea by a ftorm, 89, 
ii. raifes the fiege, and reimbarks with 
his fdrees, 90, ii. is folicited by the 
knights of Malta, either to put Tripoli 
into a ftate of defence, or give them 
leave to abandon it, 91. ii. orders Do- 
ria to clear the fea of Dragut, 98, ii. 
fends him into Africk to recover the pla- 
ces which Dragut had taken, 10 1, il. 
orders him to go in fearch of Dragut, and 
fight him at any rate, 109, ii. orders 
the viceroy of Sicily to pay extraordina- 
ry honours to the grand mafter of Malta, 
163, ii. propofes to him to remove the 
convent toMehedia, and make it their 
fettled habitation, ib. 

Charlotte de Lusignan, lays claim to 
the kingdom of Cyprus, 345. is obliged 
to quit her dominions, and retire tb 
Rhodes, 347. has ftill an intereft in the 
ifle of Cyprus, 361. lief adherents driven 
out of the courrtrey, 362. 

Chatillon, Renaud de, a foldier of for- 
tune, privately marries the princefs of 
Antioch, 75. a fevere enemy to the Ma- 
hometans, 76. taken prifoner by the in- 
fidels, 84. his behaviour at his death, 85. 

Christians entirely expell’d out of Pale- 
ftine, 173, &c. 

Church of S. Mary ad Latinos built at 
Jerufalem, and fupplied by Benedictine 
monks, 7. 

Claude de la Sangle, Commands the 
gallies of the order againft Dragut, 101. 
reconciles the differences of the Chriftian 
generals, 103, ii. ereCts an hofpital in 
his tent, for the cure of the fick foldiers, 
105, ii. eleCted grand mafter of Malta, 
162, ii. arrives in Sicily, and is honou- 
rably received by the viceroy, ib. 1 63* 
ii. lands in Malta, and is eftablilhed in 
his authority, 1 64, ii. gives audience to 
the emperor’s embaflador in full council, 
ib. adds new fortifications to the fort of 
S. Elmo, the ifle of S. Michael, and the 
town of Malta, 168, ii. repairs the Gal- 
lies, that had been difabled by the ftorm* 
169, U. dies* 172, ii. 

Clement 
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Clement III. Pope, nominates William 
Archbifliop of Tyre to be legate of the 
holy fee, 91. 

Clement VI. Pope, publifhes a new cru- 
fade, 257. ^ 

Commendataria, andcommandery, their 
original meaning, i6z. 

Conrad, emperor of Germany, undertakes 
an expedition to the Holy Land, 39. re- 
turns without fuccefs, 40. 

Conrad, fon to th&marqqifs 'of Montfer-' 
rat, defends Tyre againft Saladine, 89. 
refufes to acknowledge Guy de Lufignan 
the depriv’d king of Jerufalem,ib. his letter 
to the archbiihop of Canterbury, 90. for- 
gets nis difputes with Guy de Lufignan, 
and alfifts him againft the infidels, 94. 
marries Ifabel the youngeft daughter to 
the .late king of Jerufalem, and lays claim 
to the crown, 93. ftabb’d by two aflaf- 
fins, and flay’d alive, 99. 

Const ans, king of Armenia, gains a" victo- 
ry over the Saracens, by the afliftance of 
the knights of Rhodes, 260. 

Constance, daughter to Bohemund II. 
fucceeds her father in the principality of 
Antioch, 3 1 . married to Raymond count 
of Poitiers, 33. 

Corasmins, invade Paleftine, and commit 
great ravages, 148. make themfelves ma- 
ilers of Jerufalem, 149. and gain a corn- 
pleat vidlory over the Chriftians, ib. dif- 
fenfions arife among them, and they de- 
ftroy one another, 150. 

Cosmo, duke of Florence, inftitutes the 
order of St. Stephen, 1 82, ii. kills his 
younger fon Garfia with his own hand, 
for having murder’d his elder ion John, 
1 8 3, ii. endeavours to divert the thoughts 
of his misfortune by a dofe application to 
bufinefs, 1 84, ii. orders his knights to 
join the gallies of the knights of Malta, 
where-ever they fhould meet with them, 

.. ibid. 

Cotbledin, made fultan of Moful, 37. 
Courtenay, prince of Edefla, taken pri- 
foner, and dyes, 41. 

Crusade, its original, 9, i 2. the princes 
engaged in it meet in the plains near Con- 
ftantinople, 1 3. reftore Nice to the Greek 
emperor, 15,16. their conquefts, 17. 
their cruelty upon the taking of Jerufa- 
iem, 1 8. return into their own countries, 
20 . 

(Cyprus, the ifle of, its fituation, and the 
fuceeffion of its kings, 1 76. 

Di 

£>aher, fultan of Egypt , advanced to the 
throne by the Mamalukes, 3Z4. declares 
war againft Janus de Lufignan, king of 
Cyprus, ib. gains a victory over him, 
and takes him prifoner, 325. acCtpts of 
of a ranfom, and fets him at liberty, ib. 
renews the treaty, which his predeceflor 
bad made with the knights of Rhodes, 


but with a fraudulent view, ib. fufpendi • 
the execution of his defign againft Rhode^ 
326. puts to fea a confiderable fleet, and 
lays claim to the ifland, as formerly de- 
pendent on the empire of Egypt, 329. 
makes an attempt upon Rhodes, but with- 
out fuccefs, ib. 330. defigns to furprize 
the ifle of Lango, and is prevented, ib. 
comes to an engagement with the Chri- 
ftian fleet, and fuffers a confiderable da- 
mage, ib. makes a treaty with the knights 
of Rhodes, in order to amufe the grand 
mafter, 331. lands a confiderable fleet in 
the ifland, and lays fiege to the city, 332. 
his troops always repulfed, and retire 
to their fhips with lofs, ib. aflifts the u- 
furper of Cyrus againft queen Charlotte, 
34 6 * 347* threatens Rhodes with a fiege, 

- 347 -. 

Damascus, befieged without fuccefs, 40. 
Damiata, befieged by the Chriftians, 126. 

.carried by aflault, 128. 

Daquin, Thomas, one of the emperor’s 
lieutenants, gives him advice of the pope’s 
proceedings againft him, 136. 

Dartal, Don Pedro, gives the city of 
Borgia with its dependencies to the hof- 
pitallers and templars, 48. 

De la Roche-Aimon, the commander, 
determines the grand mafter to atteijipt 
the recovery of Rhodes, 16, ii. intro- 
duces certain Rhodian merchants to the 
grantjl mafter in difguife to confult upon 
the undertaking, 1 7, ii. 

Denys, king of Portugal^ inftitutes the or- 
der of Chrirt, 224. .. , 

Desmoulins, Roger, elefted grand ma- 
fter of the ho/pi toilers, 75. flain in bat- 
tel, 82. 

Didier de S. Jaille, prior of Touloufe, 
chofen grand mafter of Malta, 73, ii. 
dyes, 78, ii. 

Dieu-donne de Gozon, delivers the ifle 
of Rhodes from a terrible ferpent, which 
deftroy’d its inhabitants, 250, &c. is de- 
prived of the habit of the order of S. John 
-for - hav i ng d iiobey M, -the orders of the 
grand mafter, 252. is reftored and ad- 
vanced to honours, ib. 253. Hands can-* 
didate for the office of grand mafter, and 
recommends himfelf in a fpeech to the 
eledtors, 259. is chofen to the fatisfa- 
dlion of the whole ifland of Rhodes, 260. 
behaves with courage and conduit in the 
execution of his office, ib. 261. refufes 
to engage in the civil wars which raged in 
the empire of Conftantinople, 262. qf- 
fers to abdicate, but is not permitted by 
the pope, 263. fortifies the city of 
Rhodes, and dyes, ib. 

Doldekuvin* a Turcoman prince, makes 
incurfions into the territories of Antioch,' 
25, 2§. 

Dot? An Diodar, envoy from the fultan of 
Egypt, concludes a peace with the knights 
of Rhodes, 366. 

Dragut, chief of the corfairs inBarbarjr, 
his birth and education, 97, ii, taken pri- 
** foner 
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foner by young Doria, demanded of him 
by the Genoefe, and fent back with pre- 
fents to Barbarofl'a, 98, ii. over-runs all 
the coafls of the kingdom of Naples, ib. 
drives the Spaniards out of feveral towns 
in Africa, and forms a defign of feizing 
upon Mehedia, 99, ii. gets poffeffion of 
it by treachery, 100, ii. prepares againll 
the enemies attacks, 103, ii. defigns to 
fall upon their lines and is difcover’d, 

1 03, ii. is defeated, 107, &c. ii. follicits 
Solyman to drive the knights of Malta 
out of Africa, 108, ii. is purfued by Do- 
ria, and efcapes him, 109, &c. ii. 
fails to Conftantinople to haften the fit- 
ting out of the fleet defign’d againll Tri- 
poli, no, ii. returns with the Turkifh 
fleet to Malta, 1 1 s, ii. advifes the fiege 
of the caltle of S. Angelo, 1 1 7, ii. pre- 
vails upon Sinan to lay fiege to the city of 
Malta, ib. perfuades him to agree to the 
conditions propofed by the govemour of 
Tripoli, 129, ii. lands in Malta, and ra- 
vages the Countrey, but is forced to re- 
tire haftily to his (hips, 170, ii. is made 
govemour of Tripoli, and fortifies the 
town, 1 74, ii. makes the petty fove- 
reigns in the ille of Gelves fubject to the 
port, 177, ii. joins the Turkilh fleet be- 
fore Malta with confiderable fuccours, 
204, ii. his chara&er and abilities, ib. 
propofes the erefting of a new battery, 
but is oppofed by Muftapha, 208, ii. pre- 
vents the landing of the Sicilian fuccours, 
213, ii. is forely wounded by the fall of 
a Hone upon his head, 216, ii. dyes, 
219. ii. 

Du Mesnil, a templar, llabs the envoy 
from the prince of the afialfins, in direct 
oppofition to publick faith, 69. is prote- 
iled by Odo de S. Amand grand mailer 
of the order, ib. is forcibly carried off by 
the king of Jerufalem, and thrown into 
prifon at Tyre, ib. 


E 

Edessa, ravag’d by the fultan of Iconium, 
41. 

Egypt, forely afflidted with a famine, 
104. 

Egyptian fleet, attempt to relieve Afca- 
lon by fea, 43. 

Eleanor, queen of France, appears at a 
review with an army of ladies, whom lhe 
carries to the holy war, 39. fells in 
love with Saladine, a converted Turk, 
+°- 

Emanuel, king of Portugal, makes war 
upon Naubraderin king of Calecut, 41 1. 

Emery d ’Am boise, eledled grand mailer 
of the order of Rhodes, 409. takes 
leave of the king of France, and repairs 
to Rhodes, 410. calls a general chapter, 
and makes feveral regulations for the fup- 
porting of difcipline, and fettling a good 
order in the adminiftratiort of the re- 
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venue, 411, refolves to oppole the new 
armament of the fultan of Egypt, which 
was feen in the gulph of Ajazzo, 414. 
fits out a fleet under the command of the 
chevalier Villiers de rifle Adam, 415. 
employs the revenues annex’d to his 
dignity, either in relieving the poor, or 
in making fortifications at Rhodes, 416. 
his death, ib. 

Empire, the Roman, declines upon the 
death of Theodofius the Great, 2. the 
Greek, its miferable Hate at the time of 
of the commencement of the holy war 

England, the alterations in religionthere 
upon the death of king Henry VIII. 157. 
ii. and Edward VI. 1 5 8, ii. 

Ermengard Daps, chofen grand mailer 
of the order of S. John, 85. his death, 
100. 

Europe, its Hate at the beginning of the 
holy war, 12, 13. 

Eustace Garnier, conltable of Pale- 
lline, defeats the army of the caliph of 
Egypt, 27. 


F 

Fabricio Caretto, elected grand ma- 
iler of the knights of Rhodes, 4 1 8. calls 
a general chapter, and makes fit regula- 
tions for the defence of the order, ib. 
enters into a league with the king of 
Perfia againll the Turks, 419. alfills 
Gazelles, the governor of Syria, againll 
Solyman, 420. dyes, 422. 

Fath 1 mites, a dynally of Mahometans, 
their original, 57. 

Ferdinand d’Heredia, callellan of Em- 
polfe, chofen grand mailer of the knights 
of Rhodes, 274. his family and educa- 
tion, ib. 275. fent embaflador to the 
pope by the grand mailer and council of 
Rhodes, 275, 27 6. made prior of Cata- 
lonia, 276. appointed mediator by his 
hollneft between the kings of France and 
England, 277. declar’d governor of A- 
vignon and the Comte VenailEn, 278. 
conveys pope Gregoiy XI. from Avignon 
to Rome, 280. lays fiege to Patras, 
2 81 . makes an attempt againll Corinth, 
and is taken prifoner, 282. ranfom’d and 
declares in favour of pope Clement VII. 
285. comes to Rhodes and takes poffef- 
non of his dignity and government, 286. 
his piety and care of the order, 287. his 

death and charafter, 288. 

Ferdinand de Bracamont, nominated 
§? v ® r ?. or of Tripoli, 82, ii. procures 
himfelf to be recall’d, 96, 97, ii. 

Florence, the revolutions there in fa- 
vour of the houfe of Medicis, 80, &c. 
ii. 

Foucher, patriarch of Jerufalem, oppofes 
the exemptions granted by pope Analta- 
fius IV. to the order of S.John, 46. 
takes a journey to Rome to procure the 

repeal 
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' repeal of them from pope Adrian IV. him, 243. is depofed, and appeals t6 

47. the holy fee, ib. the caufe heard at A- 

Francis I. king of France, his charadter vignon, 245. is re-eftabliihed in all the 

and pretenfions, 20, ii. taken prifoner fundtions of his dignity, 246. abdicates 

by the emperor, 21, ii. guarded as a his office, and dyes, ib. 
ftate criminal j 23, ii. obtains his liber- 
ty, *4» *5* »• 

Frederick. J, emperor of Germany, en- G 

ters into the crufade, 91, 93. dies, . , 

96. Gabriel MartinEngo, an excellent eti* 

Frederick II. emperor of Germany, is girieer, undertakes the defence of Rhodes 

perfuaded by pope Honorius III. to Un- in conjun&ion with the knights of the 

dertake the expedition into the Holy order, 430,431. takes upon him the 

Land, 130. marries the princefs of Je- crofs, 431. his vigilance and care in the 

iufelem, and obliges her father to abdi- defence of the town, 443. lofes an eye 

cate the government, 131. puts off his in the fervice, 454. 
voyage for two years, 132. is excom- Gabriel d’Aramon, undertakes to di- 
municated by pope Gregory IX. ib. de* vert Sinan from laying fiege to Tripoli, 

lends his conduit in a letter to all the fo- 123, ii. arrives at the Turkifh fleet, has 

vereign princes of Chriftendom, 133. an audience Of Sinan, and finds his defign 

the Roman barons take up arms in his fa- impracticable, 123, ii. is not permitted 

vouij, 134. he commits great ravages to return ’till the fiege was ended, ib. 

upon the patrimony of S. Peter, 134. obtains the liberty of the knights that 

arrives in the Holy Land, 133. prevails were made prifoners in Tripoli by Sinan, 

upon the hofpitallers and templars to 133, ii. fails to Malta, and acquaints the 

join his army, ib. marches to Jaffa, and grand mafter with what had happen’d, 

reftores the fortifications, 136. makes a 134, ii. is falfly charged with having be- 

truce with the fultan of Egypt, and re- tray’d the order, and given up Tripoli to 

turns into Italy, 137. drives the pope’s the infidels, 135, ii. demands an au- 

generals out of moft of the places they dience, and defends himfelf in full coun- 

had feized during his abfence, 138. fub- cil, ib. proceeds in his voyage to Con- 

mits to the pope and is abfolv’d, ib. per- ftantinople, 1 36, ii. his honour vindica- 

fecutes the two orders of hofpitallers ted in a letter from the council of Malta 

and templars, ib. 139. fends a body of to the king of France, 143, ii. 

German troops into Paleftine againft the Galeran, bifhop of Berytus, lays before 
princefs Alice, who laid claim to the the council of Lyons an account of the 

crown in bis abfence, 140. laments the invafion of Paleftine by the Corafiriins, 

miferies of Paleftine in a letter to Richard 1 3 1 . 

earl qf Cornwall, 149. Garnier, grand prior of England, chofen 

Fulk, count of Anjou, diftinguilh’d by grand mafter of the order of S. John, 83. 
his behaviour againft the infidels* 29. Gasi, a Turcoman prince, engages with 
his family and marriage, ib. returns in- his neighbours to attack the Chriftians, 

to France* ib. comes back to Jerufalem, and invade the territories of Antioch, 

and marries Melefinda, the eldeft daugh- 25, 26. 

ter to king Baldwin, 3 1 . fucceeds Bald- Gaspard de Valier, marfhal of the or- 
urin ip the throne of Jeruaiem, ib. on- der of Malta, commands in Tripoli, and 

dertakes an expedition to Antioch, 32. refufes to furrender the town to the 

and fecures the government to Conftance Turks, 124, ii. prepares himfelf for the 

the daughter of Bohemundll. 33. kill’d fiege by receiving the fecrament, 127, ii. 

by a fall from his horfe, 36. calls a council of war, ib. difpatches the 

Fulk, incumbent of Neuilli, his advice to commander Copier to quell the mutiny 

Richard I. king of England, 92. pro- which had arofe among his own foldiers, 

cures a newerufede, 108. 128, ii. is obliged by the council to 

Fulk de VillAret, chofen grand ma- fubmit to neceffity, and offer a capitular 
fter of the order of S. John, 194. folli- tion. ib. upon his figning the treaty makes 

cits the pope and the king of France to a vifit to Sinan, and is injurioufly made 

aifift the holpitallers in the conqueft of a prifoner and put in irons, 130, ii. his 

Rhodes, 199, returns to Cyprus, and behaviour in captivity, ,132, ii. is fet at 

enters upon the expedition* 199. makes liberty, and brought to Malta, 1 3 3, ii. is 

a defeent upon the iiland, 200. lays wrongfully accufed and profecujted by the 

fiege to the town, 201. and takes it, grand frailer, and his deftruCtion refolv’d 

202. reduces the neighbouring ifles to upon, 136, ii. his fentence, 13 8 » ii- 

his obedience, 203. puts the town of his reputation vindicated, 141, &c. ii. 

Rhodes in a good ftate of defence, 267. - reftor’d to his liberty and honours, 174, 
becomes idle and luxurious, 342. is ii. 

fummoned by the order to appear in coun- GastuS, chofen grand mafter of the order 

cil, and give an account of his admini- of S. John,' 64. 

ftration, ib. a confpiracy form’d againft Gaza, rebuilt and fbttified, 41. 

F f f Gazan, 
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Gazan, cham oF the mogul Tartars, en 
ters into a league with the Chriftians a- 
feainft the Saracens, 1 86. his vidtories, 
ib. is oblig’d to return into Perfia, 1 87. 
fends an embafl'y to Rome to delire the 
pope’s aififtance, 187. 

Gazelles, governor of Syria, raifes an 
infurreflion upon the death of Selim, 420. 
is defeated by the forces of Solyman, the 
fucceflor to Selim, 421. 

Geoffroy le Rat, chofen grand matter 
of the order of S. John, 1 04. his letter 
to the prior of England, complain- 
ing of the famine then raging in Palefline, 
10;. his death, 114. 

George Trapan, a German engineer, 
encourages Mahomet II. to undertake the 
fiege of Rhodes, 369. pretends to de- 
fert from the Turkilh army, and is ad- 
mitted into Rhodes, 372. and diligent- 
ly watch’d by order of the grand matter, 
373. confefl'es his treachery, and is exe- 
tuted, 379. 

George Schilling, commands the gallics 
of the order of S. John in the emperor’s 
fervice againft Algiers, 86, ii. his be- 
haviour in the fiege, 88, ii. 

George Adorne, governor of the city 
of Malta, prepares to defend it againft 
the T urks, 1 1 8, ii. 

Gerard, the adminiftrator of the holpital 
of S. John of Jerufalem, (hut up in pri- 
fon, 1 8. prevails upon the brothers and 
fitters of the hofpital to renounce the 
■world, and take a regular habit, 20. e- 
refts a magnificent temple in honour of 
S. John the Raprlft, 21. dyes, 22. 

Gerard de Pins, named by the pope to 
be lieutenant general of the order of S. 
John, 244. attacks the Turkilh fleet, 
and gains a confiderable vidtory, 247.. 

Gerland of Poland, knight of §. John, 
illuftrious for his valour and piety, 143. 

Ghinucci, cardinal, appointed bilhop of 
Malta by the pope, in oppplition to the 
emperor, ?z. ii. 

Gilbert d'Assali't, chofen grand ipa- 
fter of the order of S. John, 60. ap- 
proves of king Amaury’s defign to invade 
Egypt, ib. levies troops to alfift him, 
61. refigns his dignity in a lull chapter, 
64. and retiring into England, is caft 
away at fea, ib. 

Godfrey of Bouillon, engages in the hor 
lywar, 12. Brft enters the city of Jeru- 
Jalem, 1 8. made governor of it, after 
having refufed the title of king, 19. de- 
feats the army of the caliph; of Egypt, 
ib. forms new laws, extends his cpn- 
quefts, and dyes, 21. 

Godfrey de Duisson, chofen gran4.m^ 
fter of the order of S. John, ioo. pro- 
cures a marriage between Amaury. de 
Lufignan king of Cyprus ' apd lobelia 
queen of Jerulalem, 101. his death, ib, 
Goza, defcrib’d, 19, ii, vifited , by. the., 
grand matter of Malta, 44^ ii, ravaged, 
by the Turks, izi, ii, 


Gregory VIH. appoints publick prayers 
and falls for the lofs of Jerufalem, 91. 
Gregory IX. pope, excommunicates the 
emperor Frederick H. 132, 134. noti- 
fies it in his letter to the bilhops of Apu- 
lia, 134. forbids the emperor to ctpfs 
the fea, as a member of .the crufade, 135, 
alfifts John de Brienne and his rebel fub- 
jefts to make war upon him, 136. ah* 
folves his fubjedls from their oath of alle? 
giance, 138. accepts the emperor’s fub- 
miffion, and gives him abfokition, ib. 
quiets the difturbances in Paleftine, in 
favour of the emperor, 140. writes an 
angry letter to the knights of S. John, 
complaining of irregularities and abufes in 
the order, 142. 

Gregory X. advanced to the popedom, 
16;. calls a general council at Lyons 
for the procuring a new crufade, 1 66. 

Gregory XI. excommunicates the Flo- 
rentines, S79. revokes his bull at the fol- 
licitation of S. Catherine de Siena, 280. 
removes from Avignon to Rome, ib. 
Js oppofed by the magiftrates, 282. his 
death, 283. 

Guar in, chofen grand matter of the order 
of S. John, 147* 

Guelph* and Gibbet ins, factions in Italy, 
their original, 137. 

Guerin, an hofpitaller, takes pains to flop 
the progrefs of a new feft of fanaticks, 
1 1 6. gains a vidtory for the king of 
France over the emperor Otho IV. 1 19, 
1 zo. obtains confiderable legacies of the 
French king for thedcfoooe of the Holy 
Land, and is named his executor, 1 30. 

Guerin de Montaigu, chofen grand 
matter of the order of S. John, 114. 
oppofes the inroads of Solyman de Rove- 
niddin into Armenia, 115. refufes to 
jqin the army of the emperor Frederick 
II. unlefshelhould decline the command, 
135. his death, 139. 

Guimard, prince of Salerno, befieged by 
the Saracens and deliver'd by the lords of 
Notmandy, 14. 

Guttibrb d’Ermegjlde, prior of the 
hofpitallers. of Caftille, alfifts king Al- 
phonfus VIII againft the Moors, 116. 

Guy, count of. Forcalquler, bequeaths his 
pofleffipns to the order of S. John, 4 8. 

Guy de Blanchbfqrt, grand prior of 
Auvergne, defied, grand matter- of the 
order of Rhodes, 417. upon the report 
of mighty preparations made by the Turk* 
embarks with all expedition for Rhodes* 
though, dangeroufly ill, ib, his death* 
478, 


Hi 

Hrcs*, foignior of rJw aflaffin j, his zbfo^ 
lute power, 68. 

Hamida, fon to Muley Hafcen? frizes up- 
on. the kingdom of Tunis in his fe- 
tter’* abface, 94, 9J, ii, gains a vidto- 

*y 
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ty over him, takes him prifaner, and 
puts out both his eyes, 96, ii. 

Hargan, difpoflefles Sannar of his dignity 
of fultan of Egypt, 3 8. defeated by No- 
radin, and flam in battel, ib. 

Hascen, an aga, defends Algiers againft 
the emperor Charles V. 87, ii. 

Has san, viceroy of Algiers, arrives at the 
Turkifh camp before Malta, with a con- 
fiderable body of fuccours, 1 o, iii. at- 
tacks the peniafula both by fea and land, 
ib. is defeated, 13, 14, iii. 

Hjeoira, the sera of the Mahometan 
chronology, its original, 5. 

Helion de Villeneuve, chofen grand 
mailer of the order of S. John, 247. calls 
a general chapter at Montpellier, to re- 
form the abufes which had crept into the 
order, 248. arrives at Rhodes, and re- 
pares the fortifications of the illand, 249. 
deprives Dieu-donne de Gozon for hav- 
ing difobey’d his orders in fighting with 
the ferpent of Rhodes, 252. but after- 
wards xeftores him to the habit and ho- 
nours, 252,253. fits out fix gallies in 
the port of Rhodes to keep the fea againft 
the infidels, by order of pope Benedict XII. 
Z55. makes feveral regulations in the or- 
der, ib. dyes, 259. 

Henry II. king of England, engages to un- 
dertake an expedition into the Hply Land, 
77. receives the embafladors from Pale- 
ftine with refpedt, but declines to go thi- 
ther in perfon, 79. takes the crofs, 91. 

Henry, count of Champagne, marries Ifa- 
bella the widow of Conrad, and obtains a 
right to the kingdom of Jerufalem, 100. 
is killed by a fell from a window, 101. 

Henry Danpaio, doge of Venice, fur- 
nifhes the army of the crufade with (hips, 
to tranfport them to S. John d’Acre, 108. 
reftores the emperor Ifaac Angelus to the 
throne of Conftaatinople, no. refufes 
to be made emperor himfelf, us. 

Henry, brother to Baldwin I. made empe- 
ror of ConftantmepW, -aad. poiion’ihy 
the Greeks, 143. , 

Henry IL king of Cyprus, caufes himfelf 
to be acknowledged and ctown’d king of 
Jerufalem, 1S9. arrives with fuccour in 
the port of Acfe, 171. privately retires 
to Cyprus, 1 72. difbbliges by his ma- 
nagement, 1 £3. is declared incapable of 
the government and imprifon’d, but re- 
covers both his liberty and his crown, 
184. 

Henry, marquif? of Hochberg, gives the 
holpitallers his lord&ip of Heiterflaeim, 

18s. 

Henry VIII. king of England, talks of (*- 
siting the revenues of the order of $< 
John to the crown, and diftntfies the erti- 
bafiadors of the grand mafter with difre- 
26, ii. gives die grand mafter 
'himfelf a gracious reception, *7, ib ap- 
proves the defign of recovering Rhodes, 
apd lays afide the pnojeft of fequeftaag die 
^eftates of the order, 28, 29, ii, divorces 
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queen Catherine of Arragon, and marries 
Anne Builen, 59, ii. profcribes cardinal 
Pool, 6o, ii. perfecutes the order of 

. Malta, 61, ii. fettles the fucceffion, 
156^ ii. 

Henry II. king of France, fends Mr. de 
Belloy to Malta* with a ietter to the 
grand mafter, complaining of infamous 
reports concerning his embaflador, and to 
make enquiry into the affair, 139, 140, ii. 
oppofes the match of the queen of Eng- 
land with Philip of Spain, 159, ii. 

Heraclius, patriarch of Jerufalem, fent 
into Europe to procure a crufade, 77. vi- 
fits the pope and the emperor at Verona* 

7 8. pafles into England, and treats king 
Henry II. with haughtinefs and contempt, 
79. returns without fuccefs, 80. 

Herrera, a Spanifh knight, promotes a 
mutiny in the town of Tripoli, 127, ii. 

Holy Land, the refpeft paid to it by the 
ancient Chriftians, 6. 

Hospitallers, the foundation of their 
houfe at Jerufalem, 8. become a regular 
order, 20. 

Hugh, brother to Philip I. king of France, 
engages in the holy war, 12. 

Hugh de Payens, founder of the order of 
templars, 29. 

Hugh de Forcalquier-, aflifts Dort 
James of Arragon in the conqueft of Va- 
lencia, 141, 150. 

Hugh de ReveL, chofen grand mafter of 
the order of S. John, 1 62. puts the or- 
der under new regulations, ib* 164, 165. 
takes a journey to Rome to follicit the 
pope for new fuccours, 165, 166. dyes, 
167. 

Hugh, S. a knight of S. John, his devo- 
tion and manner of life, 143. 

Hugh III. king of Cyprus, aflerts his title 
to the throne of Jerufalem, 166. 

Humbert II. dauphin of Viennois, made 
general of the crufade by pope Clement 
VI. 257. puts to lea with the fleetrof the 
crufade, pld contribut e^ to the raifmg the 
liege of Jafla, 258. quits me enterprise, 
and turns monk, ib. 

Huniades, fuccours the befieged in Bel- 
grade, $42. fallies out of the town, 
gains a cotifiderabte victory over the 
Turks, and returns triumphant, 343. 

j 

Jam.es, Don, king of Anagon, drives the 
Moors out of Majorca and Minorca^ arid 
undertakes the conqueft of Valencia, *40. 
unites it to the crown of Arragon, 141; 

JajvIbs be LusigNAn, regent of Cyprus^ 
quarrels with the ftate of Genoa, rind Is 
taken prifoher, 307. upon the death of 
his nephew gabs his liberty and the 
- crown, 308. 

J am es Cob vr, a French merchant, con- 
dudes a peace between the fultan of 
Egypt and the knights of Rhodes, 333 * 

I James 
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James de Milly, chofen grand mafter 
of the knights of Rhodes, 341, repeoples 
the iflands, that had been ravaged by the 
Turks, 344. fiipports the claim of the 
houfe of Savoy to the kingdom of Cyprus 
againft the pretenfions of the baftard of 
Lufignaii, 345, &c. complies with the 
demands of the Venetians, and frees the 
town of Rhodes from a fiege, 348. his 
death, 349.. 

Jannetin Doria, takes the corfair Dra- 
gut prifoner, 98. li. * 

Jaroquins, two Turcoman princes, make 
an attempt to recover Jerufalem, and are 
defeated, 42. 

Jaxi, a Rhodian, treacheroufly feiz’d on 
by the Turkilh general, 436, 437; 

Ibrahim, the favourite of Solyman, dif- 
patch’d with an army into Egypt againft 
Achmet, 1 8, ii. fends his head to the 
grand feignior, ib. 

Jerusalem, its feveral revolutions, 18. 

Innocent IV. pope, calls a general coun- 
cil at Lyons, to engage the weftem 
princes to a new crufade, 151. recom- 
mends the prefervation of the holy places 
in a particular manner to the hofpitallers, 
and confers new donations upon them, 
161. 

Innocent VI. pope, orders the knights of 
Rhodes to quit the iiland, and tfanfport 
their convent into the continent, 265. 
appoints a chapter to meet at Nifmes or 
Montpellier to debate the bufinefs, 266. 
transfers it to Avignon, ib. confers the 
beft commandries of the order upon his 
favourite knight John Ferdinand d’Here- 
dia, without the content of the-gwnd ma- 
fter, 267. 

Innocent Vm. pope, follicits the grand 
mafter to fend Zizim to Rome, 397. 
grants the order great privileges in ex- 
change for his perfon, ib. receives him 
gracioufly, and orders him to be nobly 
attended, 399. dyes, 400. 

Interdict, its effects, 46. 

Joachim, Abbe, a fuppofed prophet, fore- 
tells the conqueft of Jerufalem, 95. his 
character, 96. 

Joannitz, king of the Bulgarians, takes 
prifoner Baldwin the firft Latin emperor 
of Conftantinople, and puts him to death, 
145. 

John, S. of jeruiaiem, the inftitution of 
the order, 20. theif poffeffions, 21. the 
reformation of the order by Raymond 
Dupuy, 22. made military, 23. their 
ftatutes, habit, form of government, &c. 
24. they offer their fervice to Baldwin II. 
king of Jerufalem, 25. fignalize their 
zeal in the defence of Antioch, 26. re- 
commended toFulk the fucceffor of Bald- 
win by pope Innocent II. 31. renown’d 
for their valour and exploits, 34. their 
manner of life, 49. adhere to pope A- 
lexanderlU. in oppofition to cardinal Oc- 
tavian, 5$. with difficulty confent to at- 
tend the king in his expedition againft E- 
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gypt, 61. difagree with the templars, 7$. 
have a fettlement at Conftantinople, 74. 
fuch as were found there inhumanly mur- 
der’d by the Greeks, 75. their behaviour 
at the fiege of Acre, 96. take up their 
refidence at Acre, upon the recovery of 
the town, 100. their power, 103. quar- 
rel with the templars, 1 06. their diffe- 
rence made up by pope Innocent, 107. 
have foundations in all the dominions of 
Alia and Europe, 1 1 3. are allow’d for- 
treffes in the kingdom of Armenia, 1 15. 
unjuftly calumniated, as converting to 
their private ufe the fums fent out of Eu- 
rope, 128. have large revenues cohfer- 
red upon them by the king df Arragon, 
1 41. offer to redeem their captive bre- 
thren flrom the hands of the Saracens, 153. 
but without fuccefs, 1 $4. compared to 
the Maccabees by pope Clement IV. 1 64. 
obliged to quit the Holy Land, 172, &c. 
retire to Limiilb in Cyprus, 1 74. fortify 
the town, 1 79. grow formidable at fea, 
ib. once more recover Jerufalem, 186. 
but are again obliged to quit it, 1 87. re- 
folve to abahdon Cyprus, and repair to 
Rhodes, 194, 198. apply to the pope 
and the king of France foraffiftance, 198. 
make a defcent upon the ifiaiid, and lay 
fiege to Rhodes, 201. take the town, 
and are call’d the knights of Rhodes, 
202. are invefted with the eftates of the 
templars, 220, &c. fink into luxury, 
242. a fchifm form’d amongft them upon 
the depofition of Fulk de Villaret their 
grand mafter, 244. the pope fends a com- 
miffioner to Rhodes to enquire into the 
quarrel, 244. their negligence complain- 
ed of to the pope, 233. their enemies en- 
deavour to get the revenues of the tem- 
plars out of their hands, 264. a chapter 
held at Avignon, 266. various regula- 
tions made relating to difeipline, 267. 
enemies arife from among their own mem- 
bers, 273. they defeat the naval forces of 
the Tultan of Egypt, 329, 330. 'ravage 
the eoaft* of the Turkifli dominions, and 
fecure their own, 343. divided amongft 
themfelves, 348. affift the Venetians a- 
gainft Mahomet, 355, 337. behave with 
refolution and courage in the fiege of 
Rhodes, 374. opprefled by pope Alex- 
ander VI. 404. are victorious over the 
fhips of the fultan of Egypt, 413, 413. 
devote their prizes to the common good 
of the order, 416. invited to the coun- 
cil of Lateran by pope Julius n. who of- 
fers to put the council under their pro- 
tection, 417. decline making any con- 
fidence detachment, but order their pro- 
curator general in Italy to attend upon his 
holinefs, ib. intereft themfelves in the 
defence of Belgrade, 422. obliged to 
quit Rhodes, 468. are affign’d Viterbo 
for their refidence, by pope Clement VII, 
13, ii. their revenues in Italy feiz'd on 
by order of the emperor, 22, ii. obtain 
the grant of Tripoli, Malta and Goza 

from 
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From the emperor, at the interceflion of 
pope Clement VIII. 37, ii. are put in- 
to pofleflion of them by the emperor’s 
commiffioners, 39, ii. are tranfported into 
the ifland of Malta, 4 1 , ii. take the name 
of the knights of Malta, 43, ii. make 
an attempt againft Modon, 46, ii. re- 
turn with a conliderable booty, 50, ii. 
join the emperor’s fleets, and lay fiege 
to Coron, 54, ii. a quarrel arifes a - 
mongft them, which makes them take 
arms againft one another, 57, 58, ii. 
the authors of the tumult puniflied, 59,ii. 
they attend the emperor in his expedition 
againft Barbarofla, 67, ii. are compliment- 
ed by his imperial Majefty, 73, ii. their ex- 
ploits at fea, 74, ii. they defend Tripoli 
againft Airadin, 76, ii. raze the tower 
of the Alcayd, 77, ii. are unfuccefsful 
before Sufa, 82, ii. behave with courage 
in the fiege of Algiers, 87, 88, ii. are 
inftrumental in the conqueft of Africk, 
107, ii. the allies of fuch as were flain 
in the fiege tranfported into Sicily, 10 8, 
ii. are attack’d in Malta by the Turkifh 
fleet, 115, &c. ii. are mutinous in Tri- 
poli, 127, ii. but upon Sinan’s breach 
of faith refolve to defend the place to the 
laft extremity, 13 1, ii. being deferted 
by their foldiers, are taken, ltripp’d, and 
laid in irons, 132, ii. the knights at 
Malta improve the fortifications of the 
ifland, 147, &c. ii. are put in pofleflion 
of their eftates in England by order of 
queen Mary, 160, ii. are offer’d Me- 
hedia for a place of refidence by the 
emperor 163, ii. determine to continue 
at Malta, 165, ii. fuffer much lofs in 
their harbour by a ftorm, 168, ii. their 
bravery at fea, 1 84, &c. ii. refolve to 
lofe their lives, rather than Malta, 2, iii. 
are fuccefsful againft the Algerine fuc- 
cours, 12, iii. but with the lofs of a 
conliderable number of men, 1 3 , iii . 
John, count de Brienne, propofeaby the 
emperor as a match for the queen of Je- 
rufalem, 1 14. lands at the port of Acre 
with only three hundred men, and mar- 
ries the queen, 1 1 7. lays fiege to Dami- 
ata, 126. and carries it, 128. makes 
peace with the Saracens, ib. is obliged 
to abdicate the kingdom of Jerufalem in 
favour of the emperor Frederick II. 131. 
is placed at the head of the pope’s ar- 
my againft the emperor, 136. quits the 
command, 137. is made regent and pro- 
tector of the empire of Conftantinople, 
146. 

John de Villiers, chofen grand matter 
of the order of S. John, 170. defends S. 
John d’Acre againft the Saracens, 172. 
is obliged to quit the place, and efcapes 
to Cyprus, 173. fends a general fum- 
mons to the hofpitallers in Europe to re- 
pair to Limiflo, 175. calls a general cha- 
pter, 178. makes new regulations in the 
order, 179, 180. dyes, 184. 

John XXII. pope, the manner of his ele- 

ction, 248. 


John de Biandra, knight 6f Rhodes, 
made general of the gallies of the order, 
256. lays fiege to Smyrna and takes it, 
ib. 

John de Meingre, marihal de Boucicault, 
fits out a fleet againft the king of Cyprus, 
and lands in Rhodes, 308. is diverted 
from his enterprize by the grand mafter, 
ib. turns his arms againft the Turks, and 
lays fiege to Scandaroon, ib. 309. enters 
into a league with the lord of the coun- 
trey, reimbarks his troops, and fets fail 
for Cyprus, ib. comes to an agreement 
with the king by the mediation of the 
grand mafter of Rhodes, 310. ravages 
the coafts of the Saracens in conjunction 
with the grand mafter, ib. 312. returns 
to Italy, ib. 

John XXIII. pope, his character and ad- 
vancement to the popedom, 317. calls 
the council at Conftance, 318. his mis- 
behaviour towards the knights of Rhodes, 
ib. depofed by the council, 319. 

John de Lastic, elected grand mafter of 
the knights of Rhodes, 328. has advice 
of the fultan of Egypt’s defigns againft 
Rhodes, with the concurrence of Amu- 
rath II. emperor of the Turks, ib. courts 
the alliance of Amurath, 329. defends 
the ifle of Rhodes with vigilance againlt 
the invafions of the Saracens, 3 29, 331. 
obtains recruits from Europe for the de- 
fence of the ifland againft the fultan of 
Egypt, 332. calls a general chapter at 
Rhodes, ib. makes a peace with the fill- 
tan, 333. is charged with mifmanage- 
ment by pope Nicholas V. and vindicates 
himfelf with refolution and fpirit, ib. is 
inverted with fovereign authority, and 
the entire difpofal of the revenue of the 
order, 334. his death, 340. 

John Baptista Ursini, prior of Rome, 
elefted grand mafter of the knights of 
Rhodes,? $ 4. provide s againft the inva- 
flons oFMahometll. ibTcic. refufesto 
comply with the treaty propofed to the 
order by the Venetians, 355. but not- 
withftanding fends a fquadron of gallies 
to their afliilance in the invafion of Ne- 
grepont, ib. favours the embafly of Uf- 
fum-Caflan, king of Perfia, 358. makes 
new fortifications for the defence of 
Rhodes againft the Turks, 360. his 
death, 361. 

John d’Omedes, chofen grand mafter of 
Malta, 78, ii. fits out a fleet for the 
fiege of Sufa, 82, ii. fends an embafla- 
dor to the emperor to defire the demoli- 
tion of Tripoli, unlefs reformed by 
his highnefs, 83, ii. afiifts the emperor 
in hisdefign upon Africa, 8y, 86, ii. again 
follicits to abandon Tripofi> but without 
fuccefs, 91, 92, ii. joins the emperor’s 
fleet with the gallies of the order, againft 
the inclination of feveral commanders in 
the council, 1 1 1, ii. is negligent in ma- 
king the neceflary preparations againft 
the armament of the grand feignior, 1 1 3» 
G g g &c. 
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icc. ii. is convinced of his miftake by 
the appearance of the Turkiih fleet, 1 1 
prote&s the govemour of Goza from the 
profecution of the order, 122, ii. pre- 
vails upon d’Aramon, die embaflador of 
the king of France at the port, to attempt 
the diverting Sinan from the liege of Tri- 
poli, 123, ii. exprefles his grief for the 
Jofs of Tripoli, and privately charges the 
French embaflador with having betray’d 
the order, 1 34, &c. ii. plots the deftru- 
ftion of the marlhal de Valier, 136, ii; 
caufes letters to be wrote into feveral 
parts of Europe to the prejudice of fhe 
marlhal de Valier and the French knights, 
137, ii. is difpleafed with the fentence 
againll de Valier, 1 3 8, ii. receives a let- 
ter from the king of France concerning 
his embaflador, which he lays before the 
council, 140. endeavours to remove the 
grand prior of Capua from Malta, 1 48. ii; 
engages him in an enterprize againll Zo- 
aiia, 149, ii. writes a letter of acknow- 
ledgment to' the queen of England for the 
kindnefs Ihe had ihewn to the order, 
160, ii. his death, 161, ii. 

John de la Valette, chofen grand ma- 
iler of Malta, 173, ii. demands the re- 
fponfions and taxes due from the Bohe- 
mian knights, who promife to pay them, 
ib. requires the fame refponlions from 
the Venetians, and obtains them, 1 74, ii. 
xellores the marlhal de Valier to his ho- 
nours, and farther confers upon him the 
title of bailif of Larigo, as a tellimony of 
his innocence, ib. enters into a dcfign of 
recovering Tripoli, ib. joins the forces 
of the order with the fleet of the king of 
Spain, and fends them upon the expedi- 
tion, 175, ii. will not fuffer the knights 
to attempt the conquell of the ille of 
Gelves, 176, ii. receives advice that the 
viceroy of Sicily had taken the illand, and 
was building a fort, whilll the fleet was 

infected with a dangwoiu liclcnefc, 179, 

ii. recalls the knights, whom he had fent 
With him, and foon after fends a rein- 
forcement of frelh troops, 1 80, ii. builds 
new gallies at his own expence, 1 84, ii. 
is Invited to the council of Trent, and 
fends his embaflador thither in his Head, 

1 86, ii. follicits the council to confirm 
the immunities of the order, but without 
effeft, through the interpofition of pope 
Pius IV. 1 87, ii. has advice from Con- 
ftantinople of Solytnan’s preparations to 
attack Malta, 193, &c. ii. makes ready 
for his defence, 194, ii. his character, ib. 
prepares for the engagement by adls of 
piety and devotion, 195, ii. the Hate of 
the illand, and the difpofition of his 
forces, 196, 197, ii. the chief fecurity 
of the illand lay in his prefence, 198, ii. 
offers to throw himfelf into the fort St. 
Elmo, which was firll befieged by the 
Turks, but is oppofed by the council, 
202, it. follicits the viceroy of Sicily to 
make halle with his fuccours, 203, ii. 
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preffes the knights befieged in the fort St* 
Elmo to hold out the place as long as pof- 
lible, 209, & c. ii. writes to them with 
fuch an air of indifference, as provoked 
them to continue their defence at all ha- 
zards, 212, ii. fires upon the Turks 
from the caftle S. Angelo, as they were 
engaged in the attack of fort St. Elmo, 
215, ii. again follicits the fuccours from 
Sicily, but with no better fuccefs than be- 
fore, 217, ii. diffembles his concern for 
the lofs of fort S. Elmo, and exhorts his 
knights to follow the example of their 
brethren, who had dyed in the fervice, 
1, iii. makes new regulations for the de- 
fence of Malta, 2, iii. orders all the 
Turks, that fhould be taken, to be put to 
the fword, ib. refufes to enter into a ne- 
gotiation with the bafha, 3, iii. receives 
a fmall body of fuccours from Sicily, 4, 
iii. defeats the balha’s projedl of cutting 
off their communication with the fea, 
6, 7, iii. forms a new kind of bridge by 
the advice of Bolio a young knight, for 
the conveyance of fuccours from the town 
to the fort S. Michael, 8, iii. again follicits 
the fupplies from Sicily, ib. is deluded 
by the king of Spain, 9, iii. his behavi- 
our upon the death of his nephew, 1 6, iii. 
fets fire to the new bridge of the bafha, 
and bums it to afhes, 1 7, iii. writes a - 
gain to the viceroy of Sicily for fuccours, 
20, iii. does not depend upon his pro- 
miles, but continues his vigilance and en- 
couragement of the foidiers to hold out to 
the laft extremity, 22, iii. advancing 
too far againll the enemy, is dangeroufly 
wounded, 25, iii. draws the wounded 
knights out of the infirmary to place ’em 
in polls, which required their prefence, 
27, iii. is advifed by the council to blow 
up the remains of fort S. Michael, and 
rejefts the propofition with indignation 
and horror, 28, iii. receives the Sicilian 
fuccours, 34, Iii. ruins the works, and 
fills up the trenches of the Turks, upon 
their quitting the illand, 35, iii. enter- 
tains the generals of the auxiliary troops, 
39, iii. refufes to be made a cardinal, ib. 
refortifies the illand, 41, &c. iii. quarrels 
with the pope, 44, iii. dyes, 46, iii. his 
funeral, 48, iii. 

Joceline de Courtenay, made gover- 
nour of Edeffa, 22,25. furprized in an 
ambufcade by Balac, an emir among the 
Turcomans, and makes his efcape, 26. 
kills Balac with his own hand, 28. 

Joubert, an hofpitaller, attends king 
Fulk in his expedition to Antioch, 32. 
difpatch’d to Raymond count of Poitiers, 
with the offer of a marriage with Con- 
llance, and the principality of Antioch, 
33. made grand mailer of the hofpital of 
S. John, 66. and appointed regent du- 
ring the abfence of the king of Jerufalem, 
ib. hardly efcapes being taken by the e- 
nemy, 70. his death, 72. 

Isaac 
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Isaac Angelus* emperor of Conftantino- 
ple, deprived of his crown by his brother, 
109. reftored to his throne, no. dyes 
of grief, in. 

Ismael, king of Perfia, invaded by Selim, 
enters into a league with Campfon Gauri 
fultan of Egypt, and the grand mailer of 
Rhodes, 419. 

Julio de Medicis, cardinal, and knight 
of Rhodes, a candidate for the popedom, 
n,ii. his birth, education and power, 
under the pontificate of Leo X. ib. is 
chofen pope, and takes the name of Cle- 
ment VII. 1 2, ii. affigns Viterbo for the 
refidence of the knights of Rhodes, 1 3,ii. 
enters into a league with the king of 
England and the Venetians to maintain 
the liberty of Italy, 20, 29, ii. is be- 
fieged in Rome, and takes refuge in the 
cattle of S. Angelo, 30, 31, ii. recom- 
mends the interests of the order of S. 
John to the emperor, 37, ii. nominates 
cardinal Ghinucci for the bilhoprick of 
Malta, 52, ii. dyes, 53, ii. 
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La Cerda, viceroy of Sicily, forms a pro- 
ject for the recovery of Tripoli, 174, ii. 
fets out in the expedition, and is joyn'd 
by the knights of Malta, 175, ii. pro- 
pofes the conqueft of the ille of Gelves, 
but cannot obtain the grand matter's con- 
fent, 176, ii. lands to take in frelh wa- 
ter, but is always oppofed by the inhabi- 
tants of Gelves, 177, ii. rejedls the 
motion of reducing Tripoli, lands in the 
ille of Gelves, and finds no oppofition, 
178, ii. receives the keys of the cattle 
from the governor, and engages him to 
pay tribute to the king of Spain, 179, ii. 
refolves to build a fort in the illand, ib. 
is deaf to all entreaties to the contrary, 
and goes on with his worfc, rao, it. is 
attack'd by the Turkilh fleet, and in a 
terrible confternation advifes with Doria 
what ftep he Ihould take, 181, ii. de- 
fats the illand, and lands in Sicily, 182, 
ii. 

Lascaris, a Greek officer, revolts from 
the Turks to the Chriftians, 5, iii. his 
birth and education, ib. acquaints the 
grand matter with the bafha's projedl to 
cut off all communication with the fea 
from the Maltefe, 6, iii. 

Lateran, the third general council of, 
cenfures the behaviour of the hofpitallers 
and templars, 71. makes a conftitution in 
favour of Lepers, 72. the fourth general 
council of, 121. 

Leo Strozzi, prior of Capua, made ge- 
neral of the gallies of the knights of Mal- 
ta, 79, ii. his atchievements in arms, 
ib. 80, ii. fets out from Malta for Italy 
to procure the liberty of his father, [80,] 
ii. leaves tbe fervice of France, and alks 
leave to enter the port of Malta, 144, ii. 
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is refufed by the grand mailer d’OniedeS, 
•ib. writes to the king of: France to ex- 
cufe bis behaviour, and promifes never 
to make war againft him, 145, ii.- is 
courted by the emperor, 146, ii. pri- 
vately enters Malta, without the grand 
mailer’s leave, who is obliged to give 
him a favourable reception, ib. 147, itt 
advifes the farther fortification of the 
illand, and afiills in die doing it, ib. 148, 
ii. engages in an enterprize againft Zoa- 
ra, i49i ii. his army enter the town by 
furprize, and fall to plunder, 150, ii. 
are furrounded by the forces of the aga 
Morat, and in great meafure cut to pieces, 
151, ii. is difabled by. a muiket (hot in 
his thigh, 152, ii. is tarried fafe to his 
fhips by a knight of Majorca, nam’d Tor- 
tillas, ib; returns with the ihatter’d re- 
mains of his troops to Malta, 155, ii. 
fets fail again and (pends the Cummer in 
fcouring the Mediterranean up to the 
mouth of the Nile, ib. carries his prizes 
into the ports of the order, 156, ii. is a 
candidate for the dignity of grand mailer, 
161, ii. fets fail to attack the Corfairs, 
which had appear’d before Palermo, 165. 
ii. determines to enter again into the 
fervice of France, and Command the 
French army in Italy, 166, ii. finds 
himfelf fufpe&td by the viceroy of Sicily, 
ib. efcapes from him by ftratagem, 167, 
ii. forms a defign to feize Scarlino, and 
is kill’d by a muiket ball, ib. his cha- 
racter, ib. 

Leonard Balestrim, the Latin metro- 
politan of Rhodes, retires to Catidia with 
his clergy, upon the conqueft of the 
illand by Solyman, 3* ii. 

Livron, feizes upon the kingdom of Ar- 
menia, and takes the prince of Antioch 
prifoner, 1 04. follicits pope Innocent III. 
in favour of Rupin’s claim to the princi- 
pality of Antioch, i|5. 

LoTHAiKj cardinal, advanced to the pope- 
dom, under the title of Innocent III. 1 66. 
reconciles the differences between the 
knights hofpitallers and templars, 107. 
reprefents in his letters to the biihops of 
France the miferable Hate of the Chfi- 
ftians in the eaft, 114. preaches up a 
new crufade, and annexes indulgences to 
to it, 1 1 7, ti 8. calls the fourth coun- 
cil of Lateran, and recommends to them 
the recovery of the Holy Land, 121. 
Louis VIII. king of France, refolves upon 
an expedition to the Holy Land, 38. but 
returns without fuccefs, 40. 

Louis IX. king of France, takes up the 
crofs, 152. enters upon tbe expedition, 
1 54. paffes the winter in t he ifle of Cy- 
prus, 135. compofes tbe differences be- 
tween Hayton, king of Armenia, and 
Bohemund V. prince of Antioch, ib. 
refufes to come to an accommodation 
with the fultan of Egypt* ib. arrives be- 
fore Damiata, 156. marches againft the 
infidels, 157. is taken prifoner, 159. 

obtain* 
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obtains his liberty upon reftoring Damia- 
ta, and paying a confiderable ranfome for 
the reft of the captives, ib. is compli- 
mented by the prince of the affaflins, 1 60. 

. returns into France, 161. 

Lucius III. pope, favours the expedition 
into the Holy Land, 78. 

Lusignan, Guy de, marries the king of 
Jerufalem’s lifter, and is declar’d regent 
of the kingdom, 7$. oblig’d to reiign 
his regency, 76. retires to Afcalon, 77. 
is content with the title of count of Jafia, 
ib. is proclaim’d king of Jerufalem, 80. 
is depos’d and divorc’d from his queen, 
81. is married again and crown’d, ib. 
is taken prifoner by Saladine, 84. re- 
nounces the title of king of Jerufalem, 
and is fet at liberty, 88. makes head a- 
gainft the infidels, 94. marries the prin- 
cefs of Cyprus, and is fettled in the go- 
vernment of the ifland by Richard I. king 
of England, 100. dyes toi. 

Lusignan, Amaury de, king of Cyprus, 
marries Ifabella queen of Jerufalem, 101. 
prevail’d on by pope Innocent to continue 
his refidence in the Holy Land, 1 07. re- 
prefies the feditions in Cyprus, 108. 
dyes, 113. 

Lusignan, Hugh de, fucceeds his father 
Amaury in the kingdom of Cyprus, 1 1 3. 

Lusignan, Godfrey de, arrives in the ealt 
with a frefh body of troops, 94. 


M 

Mahazin, fon to fultan Sannar, defends 
Pelufium againft the king of Jerufalem, 
62. 

Mahomet, his birth and rife, 3. his me- 
thods of founding a new religion, 4. his 
fuccefs, and death, 5. 

Mahomet II. his character, and advance- 
ment to the throne, 337. lays liege to 

Conftantinoplo and takco it> $jQ. folia 

in love with Irene, a Greek lady, 339. 
cuts off her head with his own hand, ib. 
declares war againft the knights of Rhodes, 
340. vows their deflruCtion, 341. lays 
fiege to Belgrade, 342. is beaten and 
wounded, 343. puts to fea a ftrong fleet, 
with directions to deftroy all the illes of 
the order of Rhodes with fire and fword, 
ib. his admiral lays fiege to a fortify’d 
caltle in the ifle of Lango, and is unfuccefs- 
ful, 344. lands in Rhodes and feveral other 
iflandsof the order, commits great ra- 
vages, and reimbarks with his troops, 
ib. alfifts the ufurper of Cyprus, in 
oppofition to queen Charlotte, 346, 347. 
threatens Rhodes with a fiege, 347. re* 
fufes a fafe coaduCl to the commander de 
Saconnay, embafiador from the knights 
of Rhodes, 347, 349. admits of an 
embaffy, and figns a trace for two years, 
349. lays fiege to Trebifond, 350. 
takes it by capitulation, and puts the 
Greek prince, who defended it, to death. 


ib. attempts the conqueft of Lefbos, 
331. is made matter of Mitylene by ca- 
pitulation, and breaks his faith, 352. 
fends out a fleet with orders to make a 
defcent upon the ifle of Rhodes, but 
without fuccefs, 354. fits out a fleet, 
and invefts the town and ifle of Negre- 
pont, 355. makes himfelf matter of the 
place, and treats the vanquifh’d with all 
poflible inhumanity and cruelty, 336. 
menaces the order of Rhodes, ib. marches 
in perfon againft Uffum-Caffan, king of 
Periia, 338. gains a victory over him, 
339. propofes to make a treaty of peace 
with the grand mailer of Rhodes, 364. 
grants a fufpenfion of arms, 366. de- 
clares his defign of attacking the ifle of 
Rhodes, 369. is confirm’d in this de- 
fign by the grand vizier and three famous 
renegades, ib. fends the bafha to take a 
view of the place, 370. who attacks the 
fortrefs of Fano, but is oblig’d to retire, 
ib. his fleet are feen off from Rhodes, 
370, 37*. they land in the ifland, and 
require the town to furrender, 371. up- 
on refufal they lay fiege to it, 372. 
the fiege raifed, 382. prepares to attack 
it in perfon, but is carried off by a fit of 
the cholick, before he could enter upon 
the expedition, 383. 

Malta, its defcription, 18, 41, 196. ii. 
fortified by the grand mailer, 42, 43, 31, 
ii. 

Mamalucks, the original of their inllitu- 
tion, 153. 

Manuel Comnenus, the Greek emperor, 
joins with Amaury king of Jerufalem in 
his defign againft Egypt, 60. makes 
confiderable remittances to the grand ma- 
iler of the hofpitallers, 61. his fleet 
difperfed by a ftorm, 64. favours the 
Latin Chriilians, 74. 

Martel, the houfe of, call’d the holpital 
of the true crofs, founded, 183. 

Ma k un V. unanimoufly eleCled by the 
council of Conftance, 320. puts an end to 
the fchifm, which had fo long prevail’d in 
the Roman church, ib. 

Mary, eldelt daughter to queen Ilabel and 
Conrad, marquefs of Montferrat, is ac- 
knowledged heirefs of the crown of Jeru- 
falem, 113. the count de Brienne is 
nominated for her hufband, 1 1 4. 

Mary, queen of England, fends an envoy 
to the grand mailer, with advice that fhe 
had refolv’d to rellore all the commande- 
ries to the order, which her father and 
brother had taken away, 156, ii. her ad- 
vancement to the throne of England, 1 3 8. 
ii. fought in marriage by feveral preten- 
tenders, ib. married to Philip of Auflria, 
the emperor’s fon, 160, ii. 

Mauricb de Pugnac, forms a confpira- 
cy againft Fulk de Villaret, grand mailer 
of the order of S. John, 242. caufes him 
to be depofed, and himfelf to be eleCled 
in his Head, 243. the pope interpofes in 
the afiair, and the caufe is heard at Avig- 
8 non. 
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non, 244, See. dyes, before the matter 
was decided, 245. 

Mbbic-Seraf, proclaim’d fultan, 171. 
lays fiege to S. John d’Acre, and takes 
it, ib. &c. 

Mbhkdia, formerly nam’d Adrumetum, 
deferib’d, 99, ii. 

Milech-Sais, fucceeds Bendocdar in the 
throne, 167. takes Margat, 168. is 
murder’d by one of his emirs, who takes 
pofleffion of the crown by the name of 
Melec-Meffor, 168. 

Melesinda, eldell daughter to Baldwin II. 
king of Jerufalem, marries Fulk count of 
Anjou, 31. lays claim to the kingdom 
after his death in her own right, 37. 

Me lief, an apoftate templar, made king 
of Armenia, and joins his forces with Sa- 
ladine’s, 67. retires to the mountains, ib. 
is difpatched by the grandees of the coun- 
trey, 74. 

Mekcati, Gerard, a knight of the order 
of S. John, his manner of life, 143. 

Merchants, Italian, obtain leave of the 
caliph Monftafer-billah for the Latin Chri- 
ftians to vifit the holy fepulchre, 7. 

Michael Paleologus , offers to join 
his forces to thofe of the crufade, and to 
■put on the crofs hipifelf, * 66. 

MiChieli, Henry, duke of V enice, a (lifts 
the Chriftians of Judsa againft the Sara- 
cens, 27. befieges the city of Tyr^r and 
takes it upon condition, 28. 

Military Friars, their feveral orders, 
50. 

Modon, its fituation, 35, ii. propofed as 
a fettlement for the knights of S. John, 
ib. 36, ii. the grand matter attempts to 
feize upon it, 46, &c. ii. 

Moez, the caliph, his family, 57. 

Moley, James de, grand matter of the 
templars, obeys the pope’s orders, and 
repairs to him to Poitiers, 195. prefents 
two memorials to him, in behalf of the 
order, 195, &c. offers to vindicate his 
order from the imputations laid to their 
charge, 213. declares himfelf and his 
order innocent upon the fcaffbM, ia 

burnt alive, and repeats his declaration 
In the midft of the flames, ib. 

Moors, their conquefts, 49. 

Montfbrrat, marquifs de, heads a new 
army of the crufade into Paleftine, 108. 
attempts to refeue the emperor Alexis 
from the hands of the ufurper Murzul- 
phle, it 1. is inverted in the kingdom 
of Theffalonica, 112. 

Moravia, the count of, ravifhes the re- 
gent of Hungary’s wife, by the aififtance 
of the queen his fitter, 123. 

Morbassan, a Turk, attempts to recover 
Smyrna from the Chriftians, 256. makes 
a cruel flaughter amongft them, ib. 

Morosini, Thomas, chofen patriarch of 
Conftantinople, 112. 

Moley Hassen, king of Tunis, makes a 
particular alliance with the governor of 
Tripoli againft the Turks, 63, ii. attend- 


ed the throne by the murder of his father, 
ib. quits Tunis and flies From the arms 
of Barbarofla, 65, ii.. applies to the em- 
peror Charles V. for fuccour,66, ii. reftor’d 
to his throne, 72, ii. fhut up in .his ca- 
pital by the Turks, and demands the afli- 
ftance of the order of S. John, 81, ii. fets 
out for Italy to follicit fuccours of the 
emperor, 92, ii. receiv’d with great 
magnificence by the viceroy of Naples, 
who is order’d to confer with him, 93, ik 
returns into Africk to oppofe the rebel- 
lion of his fon Hamida, is taken prifonery, 
and depriv’d of both his eyes, 96, ii. 

Murzulphle, ufurps the throne of Con- . 
ftantipople, in. the princes of the cru- 
fade make war upon him, ib. flyes to fe- 
cure his life, 1 1 2. 

Musqueta, an old officer, makes a diver- 
fion, which draws off the Turkifh army 
from entering at the breach they had made 
in the fort S. Michael, 1 9, hi. defends 
the notable city againft Muftapha and the 
Turkifh army, 30, ii. 

Mustapha, fon to Mahomet II. is vifto- 
rious againft the Perfians, 359. is ftran- 
gled by his father’s order, 360. 

Mustapha, commander under Soly man at 
the fiege of Rhodes, is thrown out of his 
employment, 453, i. fent into Egypt to 
command there in quality of Begler-bey, 

15, ii. is befieged in grand Cairo by an 
army of rebellious Arabians and Egyptians, 

1 6, ii. 

Musulmen, their averfion to the Chri- 
ftians, 7. 

N 

Nice, furrender’d to die Latin Chriftians, 
1 61 

Nicholas Lorgve, chofen grand matter 
of the order of S. John, 1 67. takes a 
journey to Rome to follicit fuccours, but 
with fmall fuccefs, 169, dyes of grief, 
after having made confiderable regulations 

Nicholas IV. pope, refufes to affift the 
hofpitallers with money for the recovery 
of the holy places, 169. ekpreffes bis 
concern for die lofs of the Holy Land, 
and endeavours to draw the princes of 
Europe into a new crufade, 176, &c. 

Nicholas Durande deVillegacnon, 
a knight of Malta, his birth and chara- 
cter, iiiy ii. informs the grand matter, 
that the grand feignior’s armament was 
folely defign’d againft the order, ib. pref- 
fes the viceroy of Sicily to fend fuccours 
to Malta, &c. us, ii. gives notice to 
the knights to prepare againft the danger 
that threaten’d 'em, ib. undertakes the 
defence of the city of M ate againft the 
attacks of Sinan, Solyman's general, 1 89* 
defends the nnrQxal de Valier againft the 
profecution of the grand matter, 13 7. is 
appointed to return with the French king* 
H h h envoy. 


Digitized by ^.ooQle 


i n d 

tfivoy, and carry the letter drawn up by 
the council in favour of his embaflador, 
140, ii. di (covers the corrupt dealing of 
the grand matter againft le Valier and the 
French' embaflador, 140, 141, ii, lays 
the matter before the council, 14*, ii. 
receives the letter in favour of d’Aramon, 
*43, ii. publiihes a memorial at Malta 
to the diferedit of the grand matter, 144. 

Ncraihn, made fultan of Aleppo, 37, 
commits great ravages in the principality 
of Antioch, 41. takes the city of Pa- 
neas, and gains a vidory over the king 
of Jerufalem, 5 1 . reftores Sannar to his 
dignity of fultan of Egypt, 5 8. 

Norman lords, fettle themfelves in the 
lower Italy, 1 4. 

Nuns Hospitallers, a monaftery found- 
ed for 'em at Sixenne in the kingdom of 
Arragon, 93. their manner of life, 94. 
had confiderable houfes at Florence, Pi- 
fa, and Verona, 113 , 


O 

Octavian, cardinal, lays claim to the 
popedom under the title of Vidor III. 54. 

Odo de S. Am a no, grand matter of the 
templars, protects du Mefnil, 69. is ta- 
ken prifoner by the infidels, 70. refufes 
to be ranfom'd, 7 1 . 

G»o de Prws, chofen grand matter of the 
order of S. John, 184. 

Omabeddin Zenohi, fultan of Mofal 
and Aleppo, feizes upon the territories 
of Edefla, 37. is aflaffinated in his tent 
by his own fervaat^ 37. 

Omar and Otman, the apoftles and fuc- 
ceflors of Mahomet, 5. 

Qrchanes, fon and fucceflbr to Ottoman, 
attempts the recovery of Rhodes, 246. is 
beaten at fea, 247. his foturc conquefts, 
264. 

Ortogule, Ion to Bajazet, defends Sebatte 
againft Tamerlane, 268. is taken prifoner 
and beheaded, 299. 

OsmAH or OttwttMU, tliw fewnUt W 4k« 
Turkifh empire, refofves to drive die 
knights hofpitallers out of the ifle of 
Rhodes, 204. the original of his fami- 
ly, ib. takes whole towns and provinces 
from the Greeks, 205. 

Otho IV. emperor of Germany, m con- 
junction with the other princes of Eu- 
rope, makes war upon Franee, 118. is 
defeated by Philip II. iso. abdicates the 
empire, 1 21. 


P 

Pampers, 'btfhop of, his infolent beha- 
viour at the French court, 1 98 . 

Paneas, a city of Phoenicia, faek’d and 
burnt by foltan Nbradin, 51. 

Partsot t>e la Yalette, made general 
of the gallies of Malt?, 167, ii. grows 


n x. 

terrible to the Corfairs of Barbary, ibft, 
ii. 

Pascal II. pope, confirms the Infticution 
of the order of S. John of Jerufalem, ao. 

Paul Simeoni, a knight of Malta, and 
prifoner in T unis, feizes upon the cattle, 
and holds it out againlt Barbaroffa, 71, 
ii. gives notice to the emperor, who 
advances forward, mid is met by Simeo- 
ni, at the head of fix thoufand flavor, 
72, ii. made general of the gallies qf 
the order, and order’d to march to the 
fiege of Sufa, 81, ii. 

Peter, the hermit, forms the projefi of 
refeuing the Holy Land out of the hands 
of the infidels, 9. advifes with Simeon 
the Greek patriarch about the execution 
of his Scheme, ib. 1 o. applies to pope 
Urban II. 1 1 . preaches the crufade thee’ 
all Europe, and with wonderful fuccefe, 
ib. 

Pbtrus Blesbnsis, oppofes the railing a 
tax upon the clergy for the defence of 
the Holy Land, 92. 

Peter db Courtenay, made emperor 

> of Conftantinople, and treacherouHy mur- 
der’d, 145. 

Peter de Villebride, chofen grand ma- 
iler of the order of S. John, 1 5 1 . 

Peter de Bkaujeu, grand matter of the. 
templars, eleded general of the Cha- 
ftians in the fiege of Acre, 171. 

Peter de Cornillan, or Cormelian, e- 
ledled grand matter of the knights of 
Rhodes, 263. makes new regulations in 
the order, 264. his death, 266. 

Peter Rogbr, cardinal de Beaufort, 
ch o fe n inp * > ***** 'takes the title of Gre- 
gory XI. 270. refafes to accept the ab- 
dication of Raimond Bereoger, grand 
matter of the knights of Rhodes, 270.. 
fummons an aflembly of die principal 
commanders at Avignon, 271. 

Peter de Lusicnan, ads the tyrant in 
Cyprus, and is flain by his fubjeds, 307. 

Peter Raimond Zacosta, eleded grand 
matter of the knights of Rhodes, 343. 
» »i( — « fort in Rhodes, for the de- 
fence of the fort "and city, 351. afitts 
the prince of Lefbos againft the Tucks, 
ib. fummons a chapter of the oedet td 
meet at Rhodes, 333. is accufed to 
pope Nicholas V. and repairs to Rome.to 
enter upon his vindication, ib. his death, 
354 . 

Peter d’Aubusson, grand prior of Au- 
vergne, eleded grand matter of Rhodes, 
361. his behaviour towards the Vene- 
tian envoy, 362. obtains the liberty of 
the captive knights of his order from the 
lieutenant of the governor of Lycia, ib. 
363. the ufefiilnefe of his fpies, ib. 
calls a general chapter for the defenoe of 
Rhodes, ib. obtains a fupply from the 
feveral courts of Europe, 364. feeou to 
comply with the propofals of a peace, 
offer’d him by Mahomet n. 365. pro- 
cures a fufpeanoa of arms from tbegaand 

feignior. 
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feigaior, 366. enters into a treaty with 
the fultan of Egypt, ib. makes peace 
with the king of Tunis, 367. is invert- 
ed with an abfolute command of the for- 
ces, and adminiftration of the revenue of 
the order, ib. his regulations, ib. 368. 
feveral perfons of quality come over to 
his afliftance from divers parts of Europe, 

3 ft 8. admi ts the German Engineer, whom 
the bafha had fent as a fpy, into the town 
of Rhodes, and fets a ftrid guard over 
him, 37*, 373. bravely defends the ci- 
ty againft the infidels, ib. &c. a defign 
” form’d to poifon him, 376. drives the 
Turks in perfon from the port they had 
gain’d upon the walls* 38*. returns 
publick thanks to God for the victory he 
had won, 383. grants his protection to 
Zizim, the brother of Bajazet, 389. bis 
wifdom and circumfpe&ion with refe- 
rence to the Ottoman princes, 390. pre- 
vails upon Zizim to depart for France, 
391. fends embafladors to Bajazet to 
tceat of a peace, ib. the treaty agreed to, 
and fign’d, 39*. is charg’d with breach 
of faith to Zizim, 396. fodlicited by the 
European princes to put Zizim at the 
head of their forces, and make war upon 
Bajazet, 397. complies with the pope’s 
demand offending Zizim to Rome, 397. 
is fenfibly afflicted at the death of Zizim, 
402. invited by the king of France to 
attempt the conqueft of Conftantiaople 
in conjunction with himfeif, 403. ad- 
vifes him to decline the project, ib. 404. 
legulates the conftitution of his ftate and 
the manners of his knights, 407. his 
death and character, 408. 

Piter nu Pont, chofen grand matter of 
Malta, 61, ii. arrives in the illand, 66, 
h. fokicits the emperor to fend an army 
into Africk to put a ftop to the progrefs 
of Barbaroffa, 66, ii. the emperor re- 
folving to march thither in perfon , 
the grand matter fits out a fleet for his 
afliftance, 67, ii. congratulates the em- 
peror upon the fuccefs of his arms, and 
dyes, 73, ii. " 

Peter de Monte, chofen grand matter 
of Malta, 48, iii. his fiitt care is to pay 
due honours to the funeral of his prede- 
ceflbr, ib. 

Philebert de Naillac, chofen grand 
matter of the knights of Rhodes, 289. 
enters into a league againft the Turks, 
ib. 291. buys the Mocea of Thomas 
Fadaologua for the order of 5 . John, 296. 
refufes to court tire favour of Tamerlane, 
great cham of Tartary, 301. takes a 
cattle built upon the ruins of HalicamaP- 
fus, and fortifies it, 305, &c. defends 
all the Ghoffian ftates in the eaft, and 
particularly the ifle of Cyprus, 306. 
nukes peace between the king of Cyprus 
and the Genqefe, 309, 310. ravages 
the coafis. of the Saracens, 311, 312. 
makes peace with the fultan, 3x3. pro- 
pofes a fcheme for the uniting of all 


3 


Chriftian princes againft the Turks, 31$:. 
nominated the pope’s embaflador to me- 
diate a peace between the kings of France 
and.England, 3 1 6. endeavours to efface 
the leaft footfteps of the fchifm, 320. 
acknowledged as grand matter by the 
whole order, ib. and 321. takes a jour- 
ney to Florence to confer with the pope 
about uniting all the princes of Europe in 
a league againft Bajazet’s fons, 321. 
calls an affembly to fettle the affairs of 
the order, ib., returns to Rhodes, ib; 
opens a general chapter, fends the records 
of it to the pope, and procures his holi- 
nefs’s confirmation, 322. his death, ib. 
Philip II. king of France, inclined to en- 
gage in the holy war, 78. takes up the 
crols, 91. arrives at thefiege of Acre, 
97. leaves Paleftine, 100. is viftorious 
againft the emperor Otho IV. 1 1 8, &c. 
his death, and legacies for the defence of 
the Holy Land, 130. 

Philip, count of Namur, refigns the dig- 
nity of emperor of Conftantinople to Ro- 
bert his younger brother, 145. 

Philip III. king of France, puts on the 
crofs, 166. 

Philip the Fair, king of France, re- 
fufes to put on the croft, 177, 188. pro- 
cures the ele&ion of Bertrand de Got, 
arebbifhop of Bourdeaux, to the pope- 
dom, 190, &c. refolves to fupprefc thb 
order of templars, 207. gives private or- 
ders to feize Upon the grand matter and 
all the templars within his dominions, 
208. 

Philip II. king of Spain, marries Mary 
queen of England, 160, ii. orders the 
viceroy of Sicily to keep a watchful eye 
upon Leo Strozzi the prior of Capuai 
1 66, ii. makes the order of Malta a pre- 
iient of the two gallies well provided, 
1 69, ii. fits out a fleet for the recovery 
of Tripoli, 175, ii. fends out a fleet un- 
der the command of Don Garfia de To- 
ledo againft Gomera, who takes the town 
in a few days, which the year before had 
- txl d a g n inft feww o f - Spain, 

188, ii. orders Don Garfia to confer 
with the grand matter of Malta about the 
armament that was preparing in 'the Tur- 
kifh Ports, 193, ii. 

Pilgrims, freely entertain’d in the houfe 
of S. John at Jerufalem, 1 7* 20. 

Pisa, a fynod, call’d there to determine 
the difference between the two contending 
popes Benedict XIII. and Gregory. XQ. 
314. they de& the cardinal of Milan, 
who takes the name of Alexander V. 
3 * 5 - 

Pompeio Colons? A, cardinal, a candidate 
for the popedom, 11, ii. refigns bis pre- 
tentions to Julio de Medici* <*> ii. 
Pompeio Colonna, commodore, advances 
with a final! fuccour before Malta, and 
returns to Sicily without landing his men, 
io, iii. 

Pool, 
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Pool, cardinal, a pretender to queen Ma- 
ry, 158, ii. advifes the queen to a refti- 
tution of the church lands, 160, ii. 

Prejan- de Bidoux, governor of Lango, 
defires leave to come to Rhodes, and ferve 
the order in the liege, 438. is joyfully re- 
ceiv'd by the grand matter, ib. mot thro’ 
the neck by a mulket ball, but is happily 
cur’d, 449, 

fe 

Raimond of S. Giles, count of Thou- 
loufe, the firft lord who took the crofs, 
1 z. is victorious in the liege of Jerufa- 
|em, 18. 

Raimond Dupuy, fucceeds Gerard in the 
Government of die hofpital of S. John of 
Jerufalem, 22. draws up a body of fta- 
tutes for the order, ib. engages the fra- 
ternity to refume their arms, but upon 
condition to employ them only againft 
the infidels, 23. fent into Spain, to de- 
mand the execution of king Alphonfus’s 
will, 36. the effedt of his negotiation, 
ib. has the title of grand matter, 36, 
dyes, 52. 

Raimond Berenger, count of Barcelo- 
na, enters into the order of the templars, 
34 - 

Raimond Berenger, fon to the templar, 
lnarries the heir of the countrey, and is 
- created prince of Arragon, 35. 

Raimond, count of Antioch, defeated by 
fultan Noradin, 41, 

Raimond III. count of Tripoli,' is made 
regent of Jemfalpm, 70. -afpir&s to .the 
fucceffion of the kingdom of Jerufalem, 
75. is again conftituted regent, 77. de- 
prived of his office, 80. enters into a 
league with Saladin, and privately turns 
Mahometan, 81. is feemingly reconcil’d 
to the king of Jerufalem, 82. betrays 
him, ib. 83, 84. dyes diftrafted, 90. 

Raimond, count of Thouloufe, and mar- 
quifs of Provence, excommunicated and 

deprived of his dominions, upon luipi- 

cion of favouring the Albigenfes, 129. 
takes the habit and crofs of the hofpital- 

. lers, ib. his death, 130. 

Raimond, count of Tripoli, lays claim to 
the dominions of Antioch, 115. feizes 
upon feveral cattles belonging to the mi- 
litary orders, 131. excommunicated by 
the pope, 132. reftores all he had ufurp- 

. . ed, ib. 

Raimond Berenger, chofen grand ma- 
tter of the knights of Rhodes, 269. in 
concert with the king of Cyprus, bums 
the {hips Of the Egyptian Corfairs in the 
ports of Alexandria, enters the town, and 
carries off a confiderable booty, 269. 
defires to abdicate his dignity, 270. caufes 
new regulations to be made and autho- 
rized by the pope’s authority, 271. his 
death, ib. 

Ramirez, don, chofen king of Navarre, 


Red-Cross, the diftinguilhing marie, of the 
Militia, engaged in the croifade, 12. 

Religion, fuffers upon the declenfion Of 
the empire, 2. 

. Renaud, lord of Margat, makes a grant 
to the hofpitallers of a cattle on the con- 
fines of Judrea, 72; 

Rrodes, its feveral revolutions, 194. its 
defeription and fituation, 200, 371. in- 
felled by a ferpent, which was flain by 
Dieu-donnd de Gozon, 250, &c. for- 
merly call’d Ophiufa, from the number 
of ferpents that inhabited it, 232. vaft 
rnifehiefs wrought by a ferpent there in 
the time of Attilius Regulus, 252, 233, 
the city befieged by the fultan of Egypt, 
332. the liege raifed, ib. the port block- 
ed up, and the town threaten’d with a 
liege by the Venetians, 348. befieged by 
the Turkilh balha, 372, &c. factions 
raifed in the town, but reprefled by the 
conduct of the grand matter, 379, 380. 
a conference propofed by the balha to the 
grand matter and accepted, 380. the 
Turks enter the town, 381. and are re- 
pulfed by the Chrillians, 382. the liege 
raifed, ib. furailh’d with provifions by 
the grand matter in expectation of a liege 
by Solytnan, 430, &o its defeription at 
the time Solyman laid fiege to it, 434, 
&c. the Turkilh fleet advance before it, 
438, 439. and lay fiege to it, 439. a 
Turkilh woman and Have forms a de- 
fign to fet fire to the town, 440. is 
difeover’d and executed, 441. a breach 
made in the walls, 444. the Turks en- 
ter the town, and are repulfed, 447. the 

. ChtiOmm vmiiru sffilt in its defence, 43 1 . 
a mutiny raifed in the town, 461, &c. 
furrender’d, 463. 

Richard I. king of England, undertakes 
an expedition to the Holy Land, 92. ar- 
rives in Sicily, and is promifed fuccefs by 
the Abbe Joachim a pretended prophet, 
95. conquers Cyprus, 98. arrives at the 
Chriftian camp before Acre, ib. makes a 
truce with the infidels, 100. 

Richard, «arl of Cornwall, arrives in Pa- 
leftine at the head of a crufade, and pro- 
cures an advantageous truce from the in- 

- fidels, 147. gives a thoufiuid pound to- 
wards the defence of the Holy Land, 
» 53 - 

Rinaldo, duke of Spoleto, impower’d by 
the emperor Frederick II. to make up 
the differences between him and pope 
Gregory IX. 135. is refilled an audi- 
ence, and makes war upon the pope's 
fubjefts, 136. 

Robert* duke of Normandy, engages in 
the holy war, 12. 

Robert, count of Flanders, takes the 
crofs, 12. 

Roberts younger fon to the late emperor 
Peter of Conftantinople, inverted in the 
imperial dignity, 145* is defpifed by his 
fubjeCts, 146. takes (hipping for Italy, 
and dyes of grief, ib« 

3 Robert, 
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Robert, count of Artois, attends his bro- 
ther Louis IX. in his expedition to the 
Holy Land, 154. gains a vidtory over 
the Saracens, 1 5 8. purfuing it too far, 
is defeated and flain, 159. 

Robert de Julliac , grand prior of 
France, eleded grand mailer by the 
knights of Rhodes, 271. makes new re- 
gulations in the order, ib. compounds 
the divifions between the knights of the 
convent and the council, 272. at the 
pope’s inftigation determines to ufiite 
Smyrna to the poffeflions of the order, 

. 272. his death, 273. 

Robert of Geneva, cardinal, eleded 
pope in oppofition to Urban VI. under 
the name of Clement VII. 285. 

Rodolph, emperor of Germany* takes' up 
the crois, i 66. r 

Roger, a prince of the lame family, ap- 
pointed guardian to Bohemund II. in the 
principality of Antioch, 25. is defeated 
and flain by the infidels, 26. 

Roger, king of Sicily, attempts to make 
himfelf mailer of Antioch, 3 2. 

Roger do Pins, eleded grand ihafter by 
the knights of Rhodes, 266; is forced 
to connive at the pope’s abufes, 268; 
but ftrives to prevent the like innovations 
for the future, ib. dyes, 269. 

Roland, cardinal, advanced to the fee of 
Rome, under the title of Alexander III. 

53. his eledion contelled, 54. own’d 
by the king of Jerufalem, 55. 

Rome, govern’d by a magiftrate, who took 
the title of fenator, 279. 

Romegas, a knight of Malta; his exploits 


£ £ 


at fea. 185, ii. 189, ii. 

Rupin, made prince of the letter Armenia, 
in the room of Melier, 74, 1 04. 

Rupin, the younger, declared prefumptive 
heir to Bohemund III. prince of Antioch, 
n 4, 1 15. obtains the affillance of the 
hofpitallers by the mediation of the pope, 

S 

Safadine, brother to Saladine, cuts off his 
nephews, and obtains the empire of the 
infidels, 101. propofes to prolong the 
truce between the infidels and the Chri- 
ftians, 1 14. his death, 126. the fuccef- 
fion of his fons ; ib. 

Saladine, a Mahometan prince, bravely 
defends the city of Alexandria , 39. 

knighted by Humfrey de Thoron, con- 
ltable of Jerufalem, ib. fucceeds his un- 
cle Siracon in the command of Noradin’s 
troops, 65. marries the dowager of No- 
radin, and makes war upon his fon, ib. 
lays liege to the cattle of Dacon in Idu- 
mea, 66. makes an incurfion into Pale- 
ftine, and is obliged to retire with dif- 
grace, 7°. draws the Chriftians into an 
ambulh , and cuts off the greatell part of 
their army, ib. over-runs the countrey, 
but is at lall prevail’d on to agree to a 
truce, 69. contrives a means of breaking 
the agreement, 73. comes to art open 
rupture, and commits great ravages in 
Paleltinc, 76. grants a new truce, 77, 


makes a private league with the count of* 

inv I S * * 8 *' r enters flafeftine With aaar- 

£fnr^ T<iK yS - fiege *? ACfe » Bi - fit $ down 
before Tiberias, and carries it, 83. gains 

a complete victory over the ChrilSns! 

*J^. the * in S of Jerufalem prifoner, 

ct t -u nkeS •°L ff L the head of Renaud de 
Chatillon with his own hand, 85. i aV s 

liege to Jerufalem, and carries it by caoi- 
tulat 10n , 86, 87. belieges Tyre, but 
without fucceft, 89. turns his arms a- 
gainft the prmcipality of Antioch, 90. his 
death, i oo. 

Salbch, fon of Camel, fultan of Egypt, 
refofes to accept a ranfom for the captive 
hofpitallers and templars, i 5 a, 1 $4. 
Salguez, his family held in fingular’ vene- 
ration by the T urcomanni, 8. 

Sancha, queen of Arragon, fouhds a Mo- 
nallery for nuns hofpitallers at Sixenne, 
93, retires thither her felf, 94 . 
Sanouesse, the chevalier, appointed go- 
vemour of Tripoli, 39, ii. confirm’d in 
his employment by the grand mailer of 
Malta, 44, ii. grants a peace to the 
neighbouring infidels, aud opens a free 
trade, 43, ii. 

oANNARj caliph of Egypt, ravages the 
countrey of Judaa, 36. difpoffeft’d of 
his dignity, 58. reinftated by Noradin, 
ib. enters into a league with the king of 
Jerufalem,^ ^ ?* calls in Noradin to his 
affillance againll the Chriliians who in- 
vaded Egypt, 63. is affaffinated by or- 
der of Siracon the general of Noradin’s 
army, 64. 

Scanderbbg, fon to John Caftriot king of 
Albania, puts a Hop to the conquells of 
Amurath II. 323. his education, 335, 
$3<j- makes himfelf matter of Albania, 
33 °- is victorious againll Amurath, 337. 
Selim, youngefl fon to Bajazet II. caufes 
his father to be poifon’d, and afcends the 
throne, 419. procures his two brothers, 
y ith thei r wives and children, to be 
ni4.i 6 !ea, lb. declares war againll If- 
mael king of Perfia, defeats him, and 
takes the city of Tauris, ib. advances 
againll the fultan Gauri , and deftroys 
the empire of the Mamelukes, ib. makes 
great preparations againll Rhodes, ib. his 
death, 420. 

Si gismund, king of Hungaiy, applies to 
tne Pope for fuccours againll Bajazet, 
290. a league form’d in his favour, 201 
undertakes the liege of Nicopolis, 292! 
is defeated by the Turks, 293. 

Simeon, the Greek patriarch, lays open the 
milery and weakneft of the Grecian em- 
pire, 9, 10. 

Simiane, the chevalier de, h/s behaviour 
at the liege of Malta, death and chara- 
cter, 15, iii. 

Sinan, Solyman’S general, lands the Tur- 
kim fleet in Malta, 1 1 6, ii. declines the 
fiege of the cattle of S. Angelo, but is 
prevail’d on by Dragut to march againll 
the town of Malta, n 7 ,ii. lays alide his 
delign ofbefiegingit, 120, ii. bends all 
his endeavours againll Tripoli, 121, ii. , 

I 1 1 gives 
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gives leave to his foldiers to ravage the ifle 
of Goza, ib. takes the govemour apd all 
the inhabitants prifoners, iza, ii. demo- 
li flies the caille, and marches dire&ly to- 
wards Tripoli, 123, ii. fummons the 
town to a furrender, i Z4, ii. lays fiege 
to it, 1Z5, ii. is advifed to change his 
batteries by a renegado within the town, 
iz6, ii. makes a breach in the wall, ib. 
enters into a treaty of capitulation with 
the govemour, 129, ii. breaks the terms 
agreed on, and ufes the govemour rough- 
ly. 130, ii. becomes mailer of the town, 
132, & c. ii. lays the knights in irons, 
who are ranibm’d by d’Aramon the 
French embaflador, 133, ii. 

Siracon, chief captain to Noradin, reftores 
Sannar to the fultanihip of Egypt, 58. 
marches againft Amaury king of Jewfo- 
lem, 63. caufes Sannar to be afiailinated 
in his camp, 64. dyes, 6$. 

Smyrna, befieged by Tamerlane, and do- 
fended by the knights of Rhodes, 301. 
an account of the fiege by CherefeddinA- 
li, a contemporary hiftorian, 302, ta- 
ken, 304. 

Soliman de Roveniddin, fultanoflco- 
nium, lays waile Armenia, 115. 

SolymanI. eldeft fon of Orchaaes, his 
conquefts, 273. 

So lyman II. fon to Selim, fucceeds him 
in the throne, 420. fends a ftrong army 
againft Gazelles gpvernour of Syria, who 
had revolted upon the death of Selim, ib. 
is viftorious over him, 421. determines 
to make war upon the knight^ of Rh.9.4 e 5» 
421. his cbara&er, ib. lays fiege to Bel- 
grade, 422. and takes it, 42;. different 
Opinions concerning the war with Rhodes, 
ib. which however is at laft refolved on, 
426. his letters to VilUefs de 1 ’Ifle Adam, 
grand mailer of Rhodes, 426, &c. fends 
a declaration of war to the grand mailer, 
437. comes in perfop to the fiege of 
Rhodes, and puts a Hop to the murmur- 
ings of the j an i zaries . 441. carries on 
the fiege with vigour, 442, &c. holds a 
council of war, and agrees to a general 
allault, 449, 450. not meeting with 
fuccefs, orders his general to be flain, 
but at length yields to the intercef- 
iion of his friends, and pardons him, 453. 
featns refolved to raife the fiege, but by a > 
letter from d’ Amaral is encouraged to 
continue it, ib. ihuts himfelf up for fome 
days in his tent, without fuffering any of 
his officers to come near him, through 
vexation at his loiles, 460. fummons the 
place to furrender, with offers of advan- 
tageous conditions, 463. rejedls thepro- 
pofition of a truce, and fires again upon 
the town, 464, See. makes himfelf ma- 
tter of it by capitulation, 465, 466, i. 
treats the grand mailer with refpedl, 467,1. 
obliges the Latin biftiop to leave the 
ifland, 3, ii. feizes upon Tunis, and is 
acknowledged as their fovereign, 65, ii. 
declares war againlt the Venetians, 84, ii. 
fuccours Buda, 85, ii. orders all theCor- 
lairs of bis dominions to fnbmit to Dra- 


gut, 99, ii. makes great preparation* 
againft the knights of Malta, 1 09. ii. gives 
orders to his general Sinan to do nothing 
without the advice of Dragut, 115, ii. 
fends drift orders to all the ports of the 
Archipelago, to fit out their fliips and gal- 
lies for the defence of Tripoli, 177, ii. 
fwears by his head to extiipate the order 
of Malta, 190, ii. calls a council on 
horfeback to debate upon the affair, 191, 
ii. declares for the enterprize of Malta, 
192, ii. fends orders for the equipp ing 
all the (hips and gallies in his ports fit for 
fervice, ib. vows revenge upon the 
knights of Malta for the defeat of his ar- 
mies, and threatens to march againft ’em 
in perfbn, 38, iii. turns his arms againft 
Hungary, and ends his days at the fiege 
of Sigeth, 41, iii. 

Sourdain, nephew to Raimond, count of 
Tholoufe, takes Tripoli in Syria, 22. 

Stephen, count of Blois takes the crofs,i2. 

Suabia, Philip duke of, leads the German 
troops to the fiege of Acre, upon the 
the death of his father the emperor Fre- 
derick, 96. marries Irene, filler to Alexis 
Coninenus, 109. 

Subta, the caftle of, befieged by fultan 
Noradin, $1. 

Susa, befieged by the Marquis of Terra 
Nova, 81. 

T 

Tamerlane, great cham of Tartary, fol- 
licited by the emperor Manuel to oppofe 
the incurfions of Bajazet, 296. advances 
nninfl ji im , nr. be k^ fi tging Conftan- 
"Snople, 297. his original, ib. attacks 
Sebaile, and carries it by ftorm, 298. 
comes to an engagement with Bajazet, 
defeats his army, and takes him prifoner, 

299, 300. the manner of his treatment, 

300, 301. makes war upon the knights 
of Rhodes, and lays fiege to Smyrna, 301. 
and takes it, 304. his retirement into 
his own countrey and death, 305. 

Tancred de Hauteville, a Norman 
lord, fettles in Italy, 14. 

Templars, the institution of their order, 
29, 30. are very ferviceable in their de- 
fence of pilgrims, ib. their behaviour at 
the fiege of Afcalon, 44. their manner 
of life, 49. fuffer in their reputation by 
countenancing an alt of barbarity, 68. 
come to a mifunderftanding with the bof- 
pitallers, 73. their courage at the time 
of death, 84. their power, 105. difa- 
gxee with the hofpitallers, 106. their dif- 
ferences compofed by pope Innocent, 1 07. 
oppofe the prolongation of a truce with 
the infidels, 114. are in a ftate of war 
with the hofpitallers, .147. call in the 
fultans of Damafcus and Edefla to their 
affiflance againft the Corafmins, and are 
defeated, 149. attempt to redeem their 
captive brethren from the hands of the Sa- 
racens, but without fuccefs, 153. their 
conilancy under the perfecution of Ben- 
doedar, (63. forced to leave the Holy 
Land, 173. obtain the Town of LimiA 
fo from the king of Cyprus for a place of 

S retreat. 
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Retreat, 174. charged with moft grievous feignior’s letters with fpirit and refolu- 

crimes, *07. and profecuted, 208, &c. tion, 427, &c. prepares for the defence 

their order difl'olv’d and fupprefs’d, 216. of Rhodes againft the attacks of Solyman, 

their poffeffions fettled upon the order of 428, 429. caufes the Italian knights to 

S. John, 220. be deprived of the habit by the council 

Terra Nova, the marquis of, lays liegi for their defertion and difobedience, 432. 

toSufa, 81 j ii. deceived by a renegaao, feCetves ’em into favour upon their fub- 

and obliged to raife the fiege, ib. 82, ii. million, ib. follicits the pope and the 

Teutonics order of S. Mary of Jerufa- princes of Chiriftendom to fend him fuc- 

lem, their inftitution, 96, 97. they gain cours, ib. 433. makes frefh preparations, 

a fettlement in Pruffia, 139. rethm into againft the fiege, 433. diftributes the 

Europe, 173; charge of the principal parts of the town 

Theodore, king of the Armenians, maikes to his chief officers, 435. orders the 

an alliance with the Latin princes, 67. knights to prepare for the fiege by falling 

Theodorick, prior of the hofpitallers of and prayer, 438. his vigilance in the de- 

Clerkenwel in London, fets out with an fence, 439, &c. fupplies the foldiers 
army for the Holy Land, 140. With powder in an extraordinary manner,' 

Thibaud V. king of Navarre, undertakes 44c. drives the Turks from the breach, 

an expedition into the Holy Land at the as they were entring the town, 447. dif- 

head of a crufade, and makes a truce with covers the treafon of the Jewifh Phyfi- 

the infidels, 147. cian, who had fettled at Rhodes as a Spy 

Thierri, grand preceptor of the templars, fot the Turks, 449. vifits all the quar- 
writes a circular letter to the brothers of ters of the town,- and exhorts them to a 

his order, after the battel of Tiberias, 86. vigorous defence, 450. drives the. Turks 

gives an account of the conqueft of Jeru- from the baftion they had feized, 452, 

falem by Saladine to Henry king of Eng- 453. never ftirs from the intrenchnient 

land. 87. on the Spanifli baftion for four and thirty 

Thomas, the lawful fucceffor in the king- days, nor fleeps, except on a matrafs, 

dom of the Armenians, is expell’d the 455. is dilappointed of the fuccours he 

countrey, 67. expedted from the princes of Europe, 

Thomas Palaeologus, defpot of Morea, 458, &c. drives back the Turks from 

fells his dominions to the order of S. John, the tpwn iri dilbrder, 460. agrees to a 

196. gives back part of the price, and re- negotiation with the enemy, 463. fur- 

turns to Sparta, 197. renders the town upon capitulation, 465, 

Thomas Bosio, nominated bifiiop of Mai- 466, is vifited by the grand feignior, 

ta by the emperor, and is oppofed by 467. quits Rhodes, 468,1. 1, 2, ii. ar- 

pope Clement VIII. 51, 52. ii. obtains a rives at Candia with the diftrelfcd remains 

bull for his promotion of pope Paul IU. of the order, 2, ii. repairs his fhips, and 

S3, ii. defigns for Italy, 3, ii. notifies his pur- 

Thoron, Humph, de, conftable of Jerula- pofe to the pope by an embaffador, 4, ii. 

lem, confers the order of knighthood up- obtains a bull to oblige all the knights of 

on Saladine, 5 9. raifes the fiege of Arach,68, the order to continue in a body under his 

Tiberias, befieged and carried by Saladine, authority, 5, ii. arrives at Gallipoli in 

83. the territories of Naples, ib. and at laft 

Togrulbeg, general of the Turcomanni, in the port of Mefliua, where he meets' 
his charadter and conquefts, 8, 9. the poor remains of the order, ib. is com- 

TrIPOLI defcrib’d, 19, ii. bofiegcd by — piimen t e d -by the -riceroy -of Sicily, and. 

Turks, 125, ii. offer’d the town of Meffina for a retreat, 

Turcomanni , conquer Paleftine , and 6, ii. his firft care is to provide for 

commit great ravages, 8,9. the fick and wounded, whom he attends 

Turcovolier, the title, whence derived, 83. upon in perfon, ib* makes a fevers 

Tyre, eredted into an archbilhoprick, 28. enquiry into the negligence of the knights 

who were employ’d to procure aid from 
V Europe, ib. calls a general affemblv of 

Varacius , conflituted emperor of the the order, lays before ’em the pope’s bull, 

Greeks, 144. his power and abilities, 146. and advifes ’em to continue together, 8, 

Ubaldina, an hofpital nun, her piety and ii. a plague breaking out at Meffina, he 

virtues, 1 13. reimbarks with his knights, and lands his 

Velasquez, Diego, defends Calatrava a- colony in the gulph of Baiae, 9, ii. dif- 

gainft the Moors, 50. patches the chevalier de Chevriere to 

Vitri, James de, bifliop of Acre, to be Rome to defire an audience of the pope, 

regarded as an original hiftorian, 19. ib. comes to Rome, and is kindly recei- 

Villiers de l’Isle-Adam, commandsthe ved by the pope, 10, ii. upon the death 

veflels of the order of Rhodes againft the of pope Adrian, entrufted with the guard 

fleet of the fultan of Egypt, 415. gains of the conclave, 11, li. expreffes his fa- 

a viftory over ’em, ib. 416. eledted grand tisfadlion in the election of pope Cle- 

mafter, 423. fets out for Rhodes, and ment VII. 12, ii. relates the ftory of the 

after the danger of being deftroy’d by fire fiege of Rhodes before the pope and car- 

and tempeft, lands fafe at Syracufe, 424. dinals in a full confiftory, and draws tears 

arrives at Rhodes, 425. anfwers the grand from the affembly, 13, ii. has the firft 
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place on the right hand of the throne gi- 
ven him by the pope, with the privilege 
of walking immediately before his holi- 
nefs in all proceflions, ib. lays before his 
holinefs the different propofals made him 
with reference to the fettlement of his 
order, and by his advice determines upon 
the iflands of Malta and Goza, 14, ii. 
fends an embaffador to the emperor to de- 
fire thofe iflands from him, ib. declines 
the project upon the profpedl of recover- 
ing Rhodes, 15, ii. confults with cer- 
tain Rhodian merchants upon the under- 
taking, 17, ii. fends the commander 
Bofio to Rhodes to facilitate the enter- 
prize, ib. refolves to vifit the emperor 
in perfon, with a view to obtain of him 
the ifles of Malta and Goza and the town 
of Tripoli with the more eafe for the or- 
der, ai, ii. lays before his imperial ma- 
jefty an account of the fiege and furren- 
der of Rhodes, and obtains a promife of 
the ifle of Malta for the fettlement of 
the knights, 23, ii. makes a vifit to 
Francis I. king of France, then pri- 
fonerat Madrid, 23, ii. a£ts as a medi- 
ator between the emperor and the king 
of France, 24, ii. and procures a peace, 
ib. 25, ii. takes his leave of the empe- 
ror, with frefti affurances of the ifland of 
Malta, 25, ii. puts an end to the difpute 
delating to the priory of Crato, ib. fets 
out for England, and is gracioufly recei- 
ved by Henry VIII. 27, ii. ^ returns into 
Italy, 29, ii. is fenfibly afflicted at the 
pope’s imprifonment, 30, ii. has his 
heart fix’d upon the recovery of Rhodes, 
and writes to 'the Greek meTropottran 
Euthymius about the method of executing 
his delign, 32, ii. calls a genera! chap- 
ter, and exhorts them to be unanimous 
in the choice 6f a port for the future re- 
fidence of the order, 33, ii. follicits the 
pope to ufe hte credit with the emperor 
for fettling the order in Malta, upon ea- 
fier conditions than his highnefs demand- 
ed, 36, ii. the emperor yields to the 
pope’s entreaties, ana grants the ifles ot 
Malta and Goza, and the town of Tri- 
poli, as a fief-noble to the order, 37, ii. 
the grand mailer carries On the corre- 
fpondence fit Modon, 38, ii. procures 
a confirmation of the emperor’s grant 
from the pope, ib. meets with new dif- 
ficulties in relation to the exportation of 
corn out of Sicily, and the coining of 
money, 39, ii. gets over thefe two arti- 
cles by the pope’s mediation, 41, ii. ar- 
rives with his knights in the great port of 
Malta, and makes his firft fettlement in 
the caftle of S. Angelo, 42, ii. builds 
houfes fqr the knights, 43, ii. vilits 
Goza and Tripoli, 44, ii. endeavours 
to furprize Modon, 46, ii. the defign 
mifearries, 50, ii, turns all his thoughts 
upon the fortification of Malta, 51, ii. 
orders the inhabitants to take up arms, to 
repel the expeCted invafion of Barbarofla, 
captain of the Barbarian corfairs, 5 6, ii. 
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calls a general chapter, and makes divers! 
regulations for the benefit of the order, 
lb. 57, ii. profecutes the authors of a 
tumult amongft his knights j 59, ii. dyes 
of grief, 61, ii. his monumental inferi- 
ption, ib. 

Urban II. popej approves the crulade, 1 1. 
calls together the councils ot Placentia and 
Clermont, and exhorts them to the un- 
dertaking, ib. and 12. 

Urban V. pope, his declaration upon his 
death bed, 270. 

Urban VI. pope, the manner of his ele- 
ction, 283, 284. 

Ussum-Cassan, king of Perfia, enters in- 
to a league with ,the princes of Europe a- 
gainft Mahomet ll. 357, 358. is folli- 
cited by Mahomet to abandon his new al- 
lies, 358. 

W 

William, bifhop of Acre, fent into Eu- 
rope to follicit a new crufade, 66. 

William, archbifhop of Tyre, difpatch’d 
into the well, to procure aid againft the 
infidels, 90. prevails by his rhetorick, 91. 

William I. count of Holland, arrives in 
the Holy Land with a confiderable fleet of 
Germans, Frieflanders and Dutch, 125. 

William de Chateauneuf, elected 
grand matter of the order of S. John, 1 60. 
his care in the difeharge of his office, i6r. 
his death, 162. 

William de Villaret, chofen grand 
matter of the order of S. John, 1 84. gives 
the habit and crofs of the order to feveral 
young ladies of quality, 185. dyes, 194. 

25 AiiliioN, the bifhop of, difpatch’d into 
Europe to follicit a fecond crufade, 3 8. 

Zara invefted and taken, 109. 

Zath, king of Valentia, furrenders the 
countrey to the king of Arragon, 141. 

Zizim, fon to Mahomet II. upon his fa- 
ther’s death lays claim to the crown, 383. 
feizes upon part of his dominions, and 
waits the coming up of his brother’s forces 
to oppofe him, 3 84. is defeated by Ach- 
met, the general of Bajazet’s army, 3 85. 
flies into Egypt, ib. retires from thence, 
and throws himfelf into the protection of 
the Caramanian prince of Cilicia, ib. is 
defeated in a fecond battel, 387. hardly 
efcapes, 388. takes refuge in Rhodes, 
389. is kindly received by the grand ma- 
tter and the knights, ib. departs thence 
for France, at the inllance of the grand 
matter, 391. arrives fafe on the coafts of 
Provence, 394. is refufed an interview 
with the king of France, 395. receives 
the news of the grand matter’s treaty 
with Bajazet with the higheft exprefiions 
of grief and paffion, 396. is fent to 
Rome, 393. and favourably received by 
pope Innocent VIII. 399. the king of 
France interefts himfelf in his affairs, ib. 
oppreffed with a new feries of calamities 
upon Innocent’s death, and imprifon’d in 
the caftle of S. Angelo, 400. poifon’d 
by order of pope Alexander VI. 402. 

N 1 S. 
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